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"You1·s is the oppoTtunity to pTove in the wo1·ld what the 
gene1·ation of yo11.T paTents has al1·eady begun to p'rove in 
America: That the cou1·se of histm·y is not a mindless jugge?·­
naut we a1·e powerless to cont1·ol, but a fresh chaUenge suscep­
tible to cou1·ageous action in each generation." 



Hubert Humphrey feels a kinship with college students. 
I like to be where the action is. 
I was raising Cain with the system before you were born. 

And as I am ju t beginning to get started, I don't doubt 
that I will be raising Cain when you are running things, 
too. 

In fact, I wi h I were being graduated today. I might 
have a better idea where my next job is coming from. 

Today, I peak in a relatively new role. I speak for man­
agement. 

As management' spoke man, I wish first to thank you for 
service to your nation. 

The View From Management 
In all the e year of study, I am sure you thought you 

were improving your position to compete in the years ahead 
or to enter a profe sion. But you today are more than col­
lege graduates. 

From management' viewpoint, you are valuable national 
resources. 

More American are in college this year than all the Amer­
icans alive when our nation wa founded. More Americans 
are in graduate schools today than all the Americans who 
bore arms during the Revolution. Those are lots of resources. 

And we will need them all. 
For, by the time one of you is likely to stand in this place 

at some future Commencement, the American people will num­
ber more than 300 million-and the people in the world al­
most too many to even think about. 

And I need not recite for you the future needs and prob­
lems of those people. 

You wiii be in charge. You will be responsible for our 
national security and my medicare. 

You will be re pon ible for the education of my grand­
children and the freedom of my great-grandchildren. 

So I propo e to take a look at you and have a talk with 
you. 

About Your Parents 
But first, about your parent 
It may be hard to believe but, in another century' his­

tory books, the very people who have been helping with your 
tuition may be ranked among the greatest radicals in mod­
ern hi tory. 



Some of your parents might flinch if you told them there 
were radicals in your family. But they have been nothing 
less. 

Theirs is the first generation in all of history which, by 
its own hand, has surrendered the privilege of telling its 
offspring: This is how things are; this is how they always 
have been; this is the way the world goes. 

Your fathers and mothers were born children of hills and 
valleys. Today, they see the galaxy itself. 

They have created amazing new systems of management, 
science and technology. 

They have fought and won wars. 
They have designed and created international political and 

economic institutions that they hoped might help keep the 
peace. 

They have revitalized an economy that was faltering and 
made it vibrant and successful. 

They have found new and better systems to carP. for peo­
ple. 

Looking Backward 
And I have been right in the midst of it with them, just 

as I am with you. 
I am not going to bore you with tales of the Great Depres­

sion, or of World Wars, and of the hardships your parents 
faced. 

_Nor will I recount the struggles that took place in our 
country to achieve the measure of well-being and social jus­
tice we have reached today. 

But I can tell you, it has been no picnic. It has been no 
improvised "happening." 

It has taken involvement, and hard work, and study, and 
self-doubt, and passionate disagreement, and finally, under­
standing and motion. 

Progress has ridden no fast express. It has been a local 
all the way. 

Thus, as older generations welcome you aboard, I think 
you ought to know that they've not been cooling their heels 
waiting for you. 

The generation of your parents has lived amid the flood­
waters of history. Most of them have known genuine hard­
ship. Many of them have lost loved ones on other continents. 
Their old horizons have gone far off in space, yet they have 
followed, cautious but willing. The world has come to their 
dinner table, and at times has seemed to stay a long while, 
yet they remain hospitable. 

They have made history. Yet to many of you, I know, 
it seems "the heavy hand of history." 

I' 

I 
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Remember this: The challenges they have faced didn't 
leave room for some of the niceties of today. 

They have had to meet trouble in large sizes. 
They have had to feed and clothe and house and transport 

and produce and educate and struggle in big portions,. just 
to overcome the clear and present perils of their time. 

Individualism has been the backbone and concern of their 
work. Yet, to serve the individual, they have had to build 
on a scale which has seemed at times to dwarf the indi­
vidual. 

By and large they have been, I believe, a resourceful and 
courageous generation. 

Looking Forward 
And now, to you, I know, it seems they have hidden their 

history. 
Over the battlefield they have laid out the golf course. 
For those of you who have grown up within putting dis­

tance of a country club or within walking distance of a 
second car, it is hard, I know, to recognize many vestiges of 
their radicalism. 

But they were radicals. They broke through. 
They made the beginnings, the great beginnings, of a better 

America. 
"Where's the action now?" you ask. 
And I reply: There's plenty of action. Roll up your sleeves 

and have some. 
There's work to be done right here in Michigan-in all the 

50 states of our union. And there's work to be done in the 
world. 

Not merely to protest injustices, but to do something about 
them-that's where the action is. 

That's why God gave youth to the young. Otherwise He 
might have given it to the elderly. 

Your parents had to fi~rht desperately, at your age, to stave 
off poverty at home and violence abroad-and they in large 
part succeeded. 

Yet the challenges you face are far greater, and far more 
exciting. than those they faced. The scale of effort to be 
required of you will be far greater than that required of 
them. 

A Matter of Fact 
For the fact of our time is this: The poverty our nation 

knew in the Great Depression ... the peril that mankind 
knew in World War 11-these are nothing compared to the 
poverty and peril that surround our strong, rich America in 
the world today. 



There are desperate conditions of injustice and hunger 
and disease throughout most of the human family. 

There are, in human society, conditions which not only 
bring a sense of shame and insufficiency to those of us 
who Jive in such a blessed land . . . but conditions which 
can lead to the eruption of the little disorder, which can 
grow to the small war, which can build to the cataclysm 
which could destroy rich and poor, black and white, believer 
and non-believer-a ll of us alike. 

That is where the action is. 
This is the environment in which you will be in charge. 
This is the human adventure on which you embark. 

Young America's Response 
I believe you sense the full measure of what you face. 
I feel a sense of concern and of involvement among you . 
I have seen you in the Peace Corps, helping strangers. 
I have seen you marching down dusty roads on behalf of 

fellow Americans whose skin doesn't happen to be white. 
I have seen you, in VISTA, lifting the forgotten to a place 

of self-respect in life. 
I have seen you, standing calm, resisting the temptation 

of violence, for what you believe in. 
I have seen you, wearing your nation's uniform, fighting 

bravely for a cause far more difficult to understand than any 
we have defended before. 

I have seen you speaking out, from deep personal con­
science, without thought of personal popularity. 

You perform remarkably well in the system your parents 
built, yet I know that you are probing relentlessly to find your 
own personal relationship to it . .. desperately seeking iden­
tity in a society of bigness. 

Labels Lack Meaning 
For your generation, the old labels seem to have little 

meaning. 
Whether you are part of the "New Left" or the "New 

Right" or the "Out" or the "In," your concerns are far more 
for basic humanity than they are political. 

And I think it is a mistake to see in either your protests, 
your reservations, or your dis ent, much that can fit into the 
traditional political categories. 

Indeed, if much of our political history seems to have 
escaped you, you are not too troubled by the Joss. You are 
deeply and personally caught up in what matters today. 

You set high standards for yourselves, and you judge your­
selves harshly. 

And you show a remarkable degree of serious introspection 
for the children of prosperity. 

The Search For Identity 
And I sometimes fear that, in your introspection, you may 

come to believe you are alone. 
I tell you now that when you stand alone, you are not alone. 
When you speak out and act alone in America, you are 

more a part of this land and more a source of its strength 
than are all of the multitude who stand in silence, no matter 
how vast they may seem. 

"The most dangerous enemy to truth and freedom amongst 
us," said Ibsen, "is the compact majority." 

Oppose that compact majority, and you are sure to collect 
a few bruises. But I have found that the best remedy for 
a bruise is to collect a few more. 

The more you speak out, and the more you act, the more 
you are going to discover that you are lending courage to a 
surprising number of people whose feelings will come to the 
surface in response to yours. 

That's the meaning of leadership-to inspire others, to 
help them free themselves of their own needless fears. 

True freedom in any land is a relentless, never ending 
process of self-discovery among its people. 

This vou will preserve, for our own land, not because it is 
your inheritance; nor because some destiny says you must; 
but because your own free search for individual identity in 
the living present, demands it. 

The strongest bulwark of liberty is man, free and in search 
of himself. 

Serving Those In Need 
A good number of your generation have already learned 

this lesson, in search of themselves in places and causes far 
distant from East Lansing, Michigan. 

It is your opportunity to carry that lesson into forgotten 
corners of our country-and of the world-where people 
have never had any reason to learn it, or believe it. 

We face today the incomparable opportunity-in the red 
dust of South American villages, in the neon minefield that is 
Watts, California-to stimulate the will to seek identity and 
to discover one's course. 

You will be tempted to chart your progress by Gross Na­
tional Product or by trade indices, or by other quantitative 
measures, some of which you distrust today. 



But may I suggest that you also measure your progress 
by whether those you help-those who have known in their 
lives nothing but despair and defeat-by whether they can 
begin to have faith, by whether they can begin to have hope, 
by whether they can begin to find themselves. 

The Opportunity To Make History 
Yours is the opportunity to prove in the world what the 

generation of your parents has already begun to prove in 
America: That the course of history is not a mindless jug­
gernaut we are powerless to control, but a fresh challenge 
susceptible to courageous action in each generation. 

It's good to study history, but it's even better to make it. 
I hope you will be sensitive to that opportunity. 
I hope you will waste no time in seizing it. 
The story is told that Pericles of Ancient Greece in his 

later years came across a young lawyer of Athens who was 
deeply devoted to causes, who wished to change immediately 
what was wrong in the world. 

Pericles chastized the young man for being too bold and 
brash-for concerning himself with things better left to 
older men. 

The older man patronizingly said: "Of course, I understand 
for I, too, was over-eager in m:v youth. But, now that I am 
older, I have learned better. Take my advice and do not be­
come so involved." 

To which the young man replied: "I regret I did not have 
the privilege of knowing you when you were at your best." 

We are at our best when we dare most. The difference 
between competence and greatness is the ability to do the 
impossible. 

The American Song 
Despite the fact that I represent management here today, 

I will tell you this: If you do not choose to follow precisely 
the trails that others have blazed, then I do not think we ought 
to count the future unsafe in your hands. 

In your search for identity and self-knowledge, you will 
have much to discover before you determine what is worth­
while, and what is worthless . 

But in a land of individuals, better the mystery of the 
search than some counterfeit security. In a world society 
desperate for change, better your dedication to it than your 
fear of it. 

It is the special blessing of this land, that each generation 
of Americans has called its own cadence, and written its own 
music-and our greatest songs are still unsung. 
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d-8~·~ 
Hubert Humphrey feels a kinship with college 

students. 

L I like to be where the action is. 

/ ·1 was raising Cain with the system before you 

and as I am just beginning to get starte~ 
~...e._..~..,_..._. 

I will be raising Cain when you are 

running things too., - -
J_ In fact, I wish I were being graduated today. 

might have a better idea where my next job is coming from .. 
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/_!_oday I speak in a relatively new role. I speak 

for management. 

J, As management's spokesman, I wish first to 

thank you for service to your nation. 

L1 n all these years of study, I r : o~r8 )'8~ Uit81!!1~ 

you were improving your position to compete in the years 

ahead or to enter a profession. But you today are more 

than college graduates. 

j From management's viewpoint, you are valuable 

national resources. 

~ More Americans are in college this year than all 

tre Americans alive when our nation was founded. More 

Americans are in graduate schools today than all the 
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And we wi II need them all. 

A For by the time one of you is likely to stand in 

this place at some future Commencement, the American 

people will number more than 300 million -- and the people 

in the world almost too many to even think about. 

~ And I need not recite for you the future needs 

and problems of those people 

(. You wi II be in charge./ You wi II be responsible 

for our national security and my medicare. 

/. You wi II be responsible for the education of my 

grandchildren and the freedom of my great-grandchildren. 

" So I propose to take / look at you and have a 

t~k with ~ou . b! .... __ A_ 
- d ~ 
~t first, 1 ut your parents . • . 
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It may be harhl~::eve but, in another century 's 
A 

hi story books, the very people who have been helping with 

your tuition may be ranked among the greatest radicals 

in modern hi stor • 

L, Some of your parents might flinch if you told them 

there were r~ls in your family. _But they have been 

nothing less. --
" Th!irs is the first generation in all of history which, 

by its own hand, has surrendered the privilege of telling 
I 

its offspring ..... This is how things are; this is how they 

always have been; this is treway the world goes. 

~ Your fathers and"!thers were born children 

of hi lis and valleys. Today they see the galaxy itself. 

L.They have created amazing new systems of management, 

science and technology .. 



" And I have been right in the midst of it with 

them, just as I am with you. 

~ am not going to bore you with J ales of the Great 

Depression, or o World Wars, and of the hardships your 
d 

parents faced. 

J.. Nor wi II I recount the struggles that took place in 

our country to achieve the measure of well -being and 

social justice we have reached today. 

~ut I can tell you, it has been no picnic. It 

has been no improvised "happening. " J;fw~~ 
/.J t has taken involvement , and hard work, and 

study, and self -doubt, and passionate disagreement, and --
finally, understanding and • 
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A Progress has ~en no fast express. It has 

been a local all the way. --
~ as older generations welcome you aboard, 

I think you ought to know that they've not been cooling 

their heels waiting for you. 0 

""The generation of your parents has lived amid 

the floodwaters of history. Most of them have known 

genuine hardship. Many of them have lost loved ones 

on other continents. Their old horizons have gone far -
off in space, yet they have followe~ cautious but wi IIi ng •• 

· J.. The world has come to their dinner table, and at times 

has seemed to stay a long whi le
1 

yet they remain 

hospitable. 

~'~~e history. Yet to many of you, 

I know, it seems "the heavy hand of history." 
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Remember this: The challenge; they have faced 

didn't leave room for some of the niceties of today. 
'# 

L.They have had to meet trouble in large sizes. 

They have had to feed 
- wtl 

clothe _.house -- /' ----
W transpor~--a. produce

1 
. educate and struggle 

in big portions, just to overcome the clear and present 

peri Is of their time. *-
~ Individualism has been the backbone and concern 

of their work. Yet to serve the individual they have 

had to build on a scale which has seemed at times to 

dwarf 

< By and large they have been, believe, a 

resou rcefu I and courageous generation. 
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Over the battlefield they have laid out the golf 

course. 

For those of you who have grown up in putting 

distance of a countr club or in walking distance of a 

second car, it is hard, I know, to recognize many 

~ 
vestiges of radicalism. 

;as If -c:=----
"Where•s the action?" you ask. 

And I reply: There•s plenty of action. Roll up 

your sleeves and have some. ~~-ltJ·{;~, 
"'Zvour parents had. to fight desperately, at your 

age, to stave off poverty at home and violence abroad --

and they in large part succeeded. 

A_ Yet the challenges you face are far greater, and 

far more excitingu,m~!!llll:bllpta~. The scale of 

effort to be required of you will be far greater than that 

required of them. 
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our nation knew in the Great Depression . • . the peri I 

that mankind knew in World War II -- these are nothing 

compared to the overt and peril that surround our 

·~~~ 
s:ron'k rich America in the world toda. ~~~ 

L There are desperate co ditions of injustice 

and hunger and disease throughout most of the human 

family., 

There ar] in human society, conditions which 

not only bring a sense of shame and insufficiency to 

those of us who live in such a blessed land . . . but 

conditions which can lead to the eruption of the little 

disorder, which can grow to the small war, which can 

build to the cataclysm which could destroy rich and poor, 

black and white, believer and non-believer -- all of us 

alike. 
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~ That is where the action is. 

This is the environment in which you will be 

in charge. 

/... This is the human adventure on which you 

embark. 

~I believe you sense the full measure of what 

you face. 

J... I feel a sense of concern and of involvement 

among you. 

4 have seen you in the Peace Corps, helping 

strangers. 

L..1 have seen you marching down dusty roads 

on behalf of fellow Americans whose skin doesn •t happen 

to be white. 

L., I have seen you, in VISTA, lifting the forgotten 

to a place of se If-respect in life. 
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LJ.. have seen you, standing calm, resisting the 

temptation of violence, for what you believe in. 

~I have seen you, wearing your nation •s uniform, 

fighting bravely for a cause far more difficult to understand 

than any we have defended before. 

) I have seen you speaking out, from deep personal 

conscience, without thought of personal p~pu larity. 

/ 1\Mt ..... ~\ 
~ You perform remcmbly ell in the system your 

parents bui It, yet I know that you are probing relentlessly 

to find your own personal relationship to it . •• desperately 

seeking identity in a society of bigness. 

/ For your generation, the old labels seem to have 

little meaning. 

Whether you ar 
,11-"'/ 

the "Out" or the " In " our concerns are 
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ll'nk·j; is a mistake-to se;i; either your rates~ __ 
r~ -----_.-

our rese tr ons, or your dissent, much that cari- fit 
. -

into the traditional p~tal categorie • 
---·- -... ~----- - -

Indeed, if much of our political history seems to 

have escaped you, you are not too troubled by the loss. 

You are deeply and personally caught up in what matters 

today. 

You set high standards for yourselves, and you 

judge yourselves harshly. 

And you show a remarkable degree of serious 

introspection for the children of prosperity. 

you may come to believe you are alone. 

I tell you now that when you stand alone, you 

are not alone. 
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~u are more a part of this land and more a source of 

its strength than are all of the multitude who join in 

silence, no matter how vast they may seem. 

"The most dangerous enemy to truth and freedom 

amongst us," said Ibsen, "is the com act majority." 

~ ~se that compact majority, and you are sure 

to collect a few bruises. But I have found that the 

best remedy for a bruise is to collect a few more. 

~The more you speak out, and the more you act, 

the more you are going to discover that you are lending 

courage to a surprising number of people whose feelings 

will come to the surface in response to yours. 

}.J.!ue freedom in any land is a relentless, never­

ending process of self-discovery among its people. 
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~ This you wi II J? rese ry_e, for our own land, not 

because it is your inheritance; nor because some destiny 

says you must; but because your own free search for -
individual identity in the living present, demands it. 

~The strongest bulwark of liberty is rna n, f~e and 

in search of himself. 

learned this lesson) in search of themselves in places and 

causes far distant from East Lansin , Michigan. 

L It is your opportunity to carry that lesson into 

forgotten corners of our country -- and of the world --

where people have never had any reason to learn it, 

or believe it. 

/,we face today the incomparable opportunity --

in the red dust of South American vi llage7 in the IU« fbi/.11.4 
1o,f.ut

1
.t& ~n minefield that is Watts. Californi~ -- to stimulate 

the wi II to seek identity and to discover one 1s course .... 
~ 
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A You w.ill be tempted to chart your progress by 

Gross National Product or by trade indices, or by many 

other of the quantitative measur s •••• 

-- those who have known in thei r lives nothing but 

despair and defeat -- ~5 I Hils: tl JS¥ can begin to have 

faith, can begin to have hop7 by 

whether they can begin to find themselves., 

" Yours is the opportunity to prove in the world 

what the generation of your parents has already begun 

to prove in Arre rica;.... That the course of hi story is not 



- 16 -

hope you will be sen9tive to that opportunity. 

hope you wi II waste no time in seizing it. 

LJ..he story is told that Pericles of Ancient Greece in 

his later years came across a young layvyer of Athens who 

was deeply devoted t~. who wished to change immediately 
A 

what was wrong in the world. 

}..Pericles chastized the young man for being too bold 

----
and brash -- for concerning himself with things better left 

to older men. 

L., The older man patronizingly said: "Of cour5 I 

understand for I, too, was overeager in my youth. But now 
:::: - ..,.,..,..._ 

that I am older I have learned better. Take my advice and 

do not become so involved., 

To which the young man replied: fJI regret I did not 

have the privilege of knowing you when you were at your 

best." 
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( oespite the fact that I represent management here 

today, I will tell you this: If you do not choose to follow, 

not think we ought to count the future unsafe in your -- . 
hands .. 

L.J__ n your search for identity and self-knowledge, you 

wi II have much to discover before you determine what 

is worthwhile, and what is worth less. -- . 
" But in a land of i ndividuals1 better the mystery 

of tre search than some counterfeit security. In a world 

society desperate for change, better your dedication to it 

than your fear of it. 

It is the special blessing of this land, that each 

generation of Arre ricans has called its own cadence, and 

written its own music -- and our greatest songs are sti II 

unsung. 
# # # # # 
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1966 Commencement Address 

Michigan State University 

Vice President, Hubert H. Humphrey 

Thank you Dr. Hannah. Dr. Hannah, members of the Board of Trustees, 
distinguished faculty of Michigan State University, this graduating class 
of the year 1966, families that are here today, and the loved ones of 
these graduate and my fellow Americans. 

I couldn't help but have a wave of emotion come over me as I came into 
this stadium today. Not only, Dr. Hannah, because of the friendly and 
cordial reception that was accorded us, but also, because I can remember 
some rather difficult days for Minnesotans on this field. I was at the 
University of Minnesota last evening. I didn't confide in them that I was 
to be here today. There are a certain number of risks that a man in 
public life should take, but he ought not to go beyond good sense and good 
reason. But I am very happy to be here on a peaceful and very pleasant 
occasion, and to pay my respects as a fellow American to one of the great 
Universities of this Nation and indeed of the World, and to pay a note of 
long overdue and much earned and merited respect to the distinguished 
President, Dr. Hannah of this University. 

It's difficult to know what to say on an occasion such as this, particularly 
if you have been on what we call the "Commencement Speaking Journey" or 
Tour, and I guess one of the reasons that you have Vice Presidents is to 
fill in on Commencements ••• and I like it, I want y~ to know that. 

Hubert Humphrey feels a kinship with college students. I sort of like to 
remind every member of the faculty and the Trustees that I once was a 
college professor. I do this because of the precarious nature of tenure in 
politics. It seems to me that one might, on an occasion like this, advance 
his own case, but I like to be on a college campus for many reasons: young 
people, yes; the cultural envieonment, yes; but in a very real sense it's 
because, as we say in modern parlance, that's where the action is. And I 
want to direct my remarks today primarily to our student friends and the 
graduates. Let me just say to you that I was raising cain with this system 
of ours before some of you were even born. And as I'm just beginning to 
get started I imagine I will be raising cain with it when you are running 
things too. So, don't protest too much because I may start myself. I 
can't help but feel that I wish I were being graduated today. The truth is 
I might have a better idea where my next job was coming from; but today I 
am going to speak to you in a relatively new role for me. I speak for 
management. Now, as management's spokesman, I want first of all to express 
my thanks to you, my fellow students, for your service to your nation. In 
all of these years of study, I'm sure that you thought that you were improving 
your position to compete in the years ahead, or to enter your profession. 
But I must tell you that today you're more than college graduates. From 
management's point of view, you're a very, very valuable national resource. 
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More Americans are in college this year than all of the Americans alive 
when our Nation was founded. And more Americans are in the graduate schools 
today than all of the Americans who bore arms for our revolution. These 
are mighty valuable resources ••• these Americans of ours who are in college. 
And we need every one of them with our burdens and responsibilities, for 
by the time that one of you is likely to stand in this place in some future 
commencement, the American people will number about some 300,000,000, and 
the people in the world will almost be too many to even think about. And 
I don't think that I need to recite for you what these figures mean in terms 
of future needs and problems of the people at home and throughout the world. 
But I do want to say this to my friends of the graduating class ••• you will 
be in charge and you will be responsible for our national security and my 
medicare. And you will be responsible for the education of my grandchildren 
and the freedom of my great grandchildren. So I propose to take a good 
look at you. I want to know what you have to offer and I want to have a 
talk with you. 

Now just let me take a few moments to talk about your parents ••• you have, 
let me talk about them for awhile. Being the father of a daughter and three 
sons I have some idea of what goes on. Two sons in college, one about to 
enter and a daughter who is the mother of three, and I've heard them talk 
about their parents when they didn't think I was listening. I'm far enough 
away from them today so I can get even. Now it may be hard for our young 
friends in a university to believe, but in another century's history books 
the very young people who have been, the very people I should say, who have 
been helping with your tuition may be ranked among the greatest radicals 
in modern history. Now some of your parents might flinch if you told them 
that there were radicals in your family ••• so don't tell them. But they 
have been nothing less. There's the first generation in all of history 
which, by its own hand, has surrendered the privilege of telling its offspring, 
"This is how things are," and, "This is how they've always been" and "This 
is the way its always going to be" and "This is the way the world goes". 
Those radicals, your parents, fixed that. Your fathers and mothers were 
born children of the hills and valleys and today they see the galaxie itself. 
They have created amazing new systems of management and of science and 
technology far beyond the wildest imagination of a graduating class of 25 years 
ago. They have fought and won wars. They have designed and created 
international political and economic institutions that they hoped might 
help keep the peace. And these parents have revitalized and rebuilt an 
economy that was faltering and made it the most vibrant, the most successful 
economy on the face of the earth. They have found new and better systems 
to care for our people. They have done all of this and more and they've 
done it in a short time. 

Now, I've been in the midst of all of this with them, just as I am with you. 
So I say to the g~aduates, it's been quite a time that we've lived through. 
I'm not going to bore you with details of the great depression, I do that 
with my own family, or world wars or hardships that your parents faced; nor 
will I recount the struggles that took place in our country to assure and 
to achieve the measure of well-being and social gustice that we have reached 
today even though this is one of the miracles of our time, but I can tell 
the graduating class this ••• it was no picnic. It hasn't been any instant 
operation or any improvised happening. And as we say, "It weren't easy." 
It was a rough fight. It has taken involvement and hard work and study and 
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self-doubt and self-examination and passionate disagreement and finally 
understanding and decision. I can't help but note that while our great 
nation pays proper respect to the right to dissent and we know that a free 
society must have discussion, may I also say that a society with any 
sense of responsibility must also have decision ••• and it's in the deciding 
that character is tested and that maturity is revealed. Progress has 
been not easy and progress has ridden no fast express. It has been a 
"local" all the way. Start and stop. Halting and faltering. So as older 
generations welcome this graduating class aboard, I think you ought to 
know that this older generation hasn't been cooling its heels waiting for 
you. The generation of your parents has lived amid the floodwaters of 
history and most of them have no ingenuine hardship, and many of them have 
lost loved ones on other continents. Their old horizons have gone far-off 
into space, yet they have followed, cautious bu t ~illing. The world has 
come to their dinner table and at times they seem to stay for a long, long 
while; yet, this older generation remained patient and hospitable. Yes, 
I submit that your parents have made history. Oh I know some of you may 
think its the heavy hand of history but it's been history. And remember 
this, the challenges that they faced didn't leave room for some of the 
nicetles of today. They have had to meet trouble head-on in large sizes. 
They have had to feed, clothe, house, transport, produce, educate, and 
struggle in big proportions, just to overcome the clear and present perils 
of their time. Now individualism has been the backbone and concern of 
their work; yet, to serve that concept of individualism and the individual 
they have had to build on a scale which seemed at times to dwarf that 
individual, to lose him in bigness. By and large they have been, I believ~ 
a resourceful and courageous generation. But some say that my generation, 
the generation of your parents have hidden their history or maybe didn't 
even recognize that they made it. Over the battlefield they've laid out 
the folf course so as almost to remove the remembrance of history. But 
for those of you who have grown up in putting distance of a country club 
or in walking distance of a second car it is hard, I know, to recognize 
the vestiges of their radicalism ••• but they have been radicals ••• they broke 
through ••• they made the beginnings, great beginnings for a better America. 
But I know the young people ask what I said in the beginning, "Where's the 
action?" Well, I want to tell you right now, there's plenty of action. 
Roll up your sleeves and go to work and have some of it. Try it for size. 
There's work to be done right here in Michigan. And there's work to be 
done in these 50 states of our Union. And there's work to be done in this 
world. Not just to say that there's work to be done, not merely to be 
discouraged because there's work to be done, not merely to protest the 
injustices, but to do something about them. That's where the action is. 
And that's why God gave youth to the young otherwise he might have given it 
to the elderly. 

Now your parents had to fight decisively at your age to stave off poverty 
at home and violence abroad. And I think i t's fair to say that in a large 
part they succeeded. But that's child's play compared to what we face now. 
We face greater challenges that are far more exciting and far more dangerous. 
And the scale of the effort required of this graduating class will be greater 
than ever required of their parents. The poverty that our nation knew in 
the great depression, the peril that mankind knew in World War II, these are 
as nothing, compared to the poverty and the peril that surround our strong 
rich America in the world today. An island of plenty in a desert of want. 
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There are desperate conditions of injustice and hunger and disease throughout 
most of the human family, and there are in this human society of ours 
conditions which not only bring a sense of shame and insufficiency to those 
of us who live in such a blessed land, but I submit, conditions which can 
lead to the eruption of a little disorder which can grown into a s~all war; 
which can build to the cataclysm which could destroy rich and poor, black 
and white, believer and non-believer, all of us alike. An exciting world, 
but a dangerous one. And that's where the action is. And that's why 
people today are better educated, need to be better educated, as we know, 
then ever before. To develop a higher degree of sensitivity, a more precise 
judgement, a more rounded sense of maturity and responsibility. 

I've spoken of the environment in which this class will be in charge. This 
is the human adventure on which you, the graduates, embark. But I believe 
that you have the sense, or should I say that you sense the full measure 
of what you face. I feel a sense of concern and involvement among our 
young people. I've seen them in the Peace Corps, helping strangers. I've 
seen them marching down dusty roads on behalf of fellow Americans whose 
skin doesn't happen to be white. I've seen them help register the voters 
that for all-too-long were denied the right of the franchise in this, a free 
nation. I've seen this generation, this volunteer generation I call it in 
VISTA ••• Volunteers In Service To America, lifting the forgotten to a place 
of self-respect in life. I've seen our college graduates giving of themselves 
in schools where young people have been deprived of a good education because 
of racism or inadequacy of resources; and I've seen the young of this generation 
standing calm, resisting the temptation of violence for what they believe 
in. Yes, my young friends, I have seen you wearing your nation's uniform, 
fighting bravely for a cause far more difficult to understand than any we 
have defended before. And I have seen these same brave men in uniform 
performing acts of compassion that would be the marvel of any peaceful 
society. The soldier of today is more than a fighting man. He's a builder. 
He's a peacemaker. He's a lifesaver. I've seen our young men speaking 
out from deep, personal conscience without any thought of personal popularity. 
And I say to this generation, you perform remarkably well, in the system 
that your parents built, yet I know that you are probing relentlessly to 
find your own personal relationship to it, desperately seeking identity in 
a society of bigness. For your generation, the old labels that we put on 
everything seem to have little meaning. Whether you are part of the New 
Left or the New Right or the Outs ar the Ins, your concerns are basically 
humanistic ••• even more than political. And I, for one, think it's a mistake 
to see in either your protests, your reservations or your dissent much that 
can fit into the traditional political categories. Indeed, if much of our 
political history seems to have escaped this generation, you are not to be 
troubled by the loss because you are deeply and personally caught up in 
matters today. I think you set reasonably high standards for yourselves. 
And you judge yourselves harshly. And you show a remarkable degree of 
serious introspection for the children of prosperity. But I sometimes fear 
that in your introspection you may come to believe that you stand alone. I 
tell you today that when you stand alone, you are never alone. Because you 
are more a part of this land, and more a source of its strenth than are all 
of the multitude who join you in silence no matter how vast they may seem. 
The most dangerous enemy to truth and to freedom amongst us, said Ibsen, 
is the compact majority. Now if you oppose that compact majority, and you 
can be sure that you will collect a few bruises, but I've collected a few 
along life's way myself, and I have found that the best remedy for a bruise 
is to go on out and collect a few more ••• you'll forget the pain of the first 
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blow. The more that you speak out responsibly, thoughtfully, and the more 
that you act the more you're going to dis~over that you are lending 
courage to a surprising number of people whose feelings will come to the 
surface in response to yours. That's the meaning of leadership ••• to 
inspire others, to get them to release themselves from their own timidity 
and fear. True, freedom in any land is a relentless, never-ending 
p~ocess of self-discovery among its people and this you will preserve for 
our own land. Not because it is your inheritance, not because some destiny 
says that you must, but because your own free search for individual identity 
in the living present demands it. The strongest bulwark of liberty is 
man free and in search of himself. What am I? Who am I? Why? These ever, 
non-ending questions. Many of your generation have learned this lesson 
in search of themselves in places and causes far distant from East Lansing. 
It is your opportunity to carry that lesson to the forgotten corners of 
our country and of the world. For people have never had any reason to 
learn it or believe it. We face today the incomparable opportunity in 
the red dust of South American villages, in the rice paddies of Asia, in 
the vast areas of Africa, in the neon mine field that is Watts, California, 
to stimulate the will, to seek identity, to know one's self, to find one's 
place in a changing society and to make that place meaningful, and to discover 
one's course, You will be tempted to chart your progress by Gross National 
Product or by trade indices or by any other quantitative measures some of 
which you distrust. But may I suggest that you also measure your progress 
by whether those you help, those who have known in their lives nothing 
but despair and defeat, can begin to have faith because you helped; can 
begin to have hope because you offered hope; can begin to find themselves 
because you gave a helping hand. So I say to the young Americans of this 
generation, yours is the opportunity to prove in the world what the generation 
of your parents have already begun to prove in America ••• that the course 
of history is not a mindless juggernaut that we are powerless to control, 
but in fact is a fresh challenge succeptible to courageous action in each 
generation. You see, I'm one who believes it's good to study history but 
it's better to make it. And we can and do make our own history, good or 
bad. We are its masters if we will it, and not its slaves. So I ask this 
young generation to be sensitive to that opportunity of making your history 
and waste no time in seizing the opportunity. 

Now the story is told that Pericles of ancient Greece in his later years 
came across a young lawyer of Athens who was deeply devoted to many causes 
like many of our young people are, and who wished to change the world 
immediately and to rectify all that was wrong with the world now. And 
Pericles chastized the young man for being too bold and too brash, for 
concerning himself with things better left to older men. And the older 
man patronizingly said to the young man, "Of course I understand, for I, too, 
was over-eager in my youth. But now that I am older I have learned better. 
Young man, take my advice and do not become so involved," said Pericles, 
to which the young man replied, "Pericles, I regret I did not have the 
privilege of knowing you when you were at your best." And we are at our 
best when we dare. When we see injustice and are determined to correct it. 
When we make up our minds that the difference between an average person and 
a great one is the ability to perform the impossible. And those who are 
privileged to have an education are the agents of the impossible. They are 
required to do what others have not been able to do. So despite the fact 
that I represent management here today, I must tell you this ••• if you do 
not choose to follow precisely the trails that others have blazed and chartered 
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for you I, for one, do not think we ought to count the future unsafe 
in your hands. In your search of identity and fulfillment and self­
knowledge you will have much to discover and it will be great fun. 
Before you determine what is worth while and what is worthless, the 
important thing is the adventure, to be in it, to be where the action is, 
and add something to it. In a land of individuals, better the mystery 
of the search than some counterfeit security. In a world society desperate 
for change and betterment, better your dedication to it than your fear 
of it. It is the special biessing of this land of ours that each generation 
of Americans has called its own cadence, has written its own scenario, 
and, indeed, has written its own music. And I say to the graduates of 
1966 ••• our greatest songs are yet to be sung; because this America is 
not today. This America is the tomorrow for you and for millions and 
millions of people. And it is for the tomorrow that you must live and 
prepare yourself. And what that tomorrow will be can only be decided 
by you, because whether you know it or not, you will be and you are in 
charge. Take good care of yourself and take good care of what we leave 
you. Thank you. 
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0\11' iavolv ment iA Aala ia no recent a ~erntioa lim ratb r a 

root fact f hie tory. 

tbat bappene4 to CGlumbua on hi• way to Aaia. 

the da.ye of New £nalaaci'.a clipper •hip• in the late 18th century. 

·efore loDJ• our traclera and entrepr r were joined T · r 

cea.tul'y American •hi,. bad opeaed up Japu. aDd Americu citiaeu 
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of poop e tecbnolo1y ever attempt d from one civUlzatlon to anotller 



In th proeeaa. we became catalytic aaeuta of tranaformation. 

In the proceaa. tGo, we becam unwittin& participant• in A•ian. history ... 

and in revolutiou. 

OUr mere banta, miaaionariea aa acholara were foUo · ed by our 

diplomats. our navy .... and our actual ac:quiaitlon of a piece of Aaian 

territory, the Pb.ilippine Ialanda in 1898. e claimed our riaht to 

equ,al acceaa to Aaia'a marketa and to • cial immunitiee for our 

citizens. And. wben our Pacific power waa openly asaaulted by Japaneae 

Ameriea•a role in Aaia today ia a direc::t product of the century 

that preceded World War ll and of the war itaelf. For with the end 

of that war ami the diaaolution of the Pacific colonial empir •• the 

reaponeibilitiee of victory impoaed on ua a etabili&iq role in Japan and 

Korea. And with the beginning of the Cold War, the Communiat victory 

in China. and the outbreak of the Korean W8.1', American power was 
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the only abield available to the fr·a1ile and ne ly ind p dent nation.• 

1'hta was not a role we had aoutht. Tbie waa nett the pecu: for 

whic we ha yearned. 

Nor i it a role we •eek to rpetuate today. But t peace still 

.eludea u•· For th re are thoae ill Aiiia wb.o atilt p1r1\le their objectiv • 

f,tf~ by force of rma ..... by a 1reaaion and .ubver ion. And are 

other• who a.eek our help in :rn tine thia challenge. 

IV 

I com to zny final que1tion: Can we achieve our objeetivea in Aaia. ? 

What. in aim pleat form, are theae objec:tiv ._? 

Firat~ we eeek to provide a shield of def nae for thOse who aa our 

help-: to aeli'lt fl."ee nation• that are wiU.ing to help thernaalvea in. their 
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econ , we eeek to aaaiat free nations that help them a, lves in the 

great taska of nation·blildina: to join with other donor atat • in war 

on poverty and iporance and cliaeaee in Aaia .... to create the ainewa 

of freedom. 

Third, we • ek to atreqthen the forcea of reJional at.\d eub-reatonal 

cooperation within fre Asia.-- ao that frapnentation may &ive way to 

finally. we aeek to ..,_&ild bric:Jaea ·- to kee open the door of 

communication ·- to the Comm.uai8t at tea of Aaia, iu rtic:ulal:' 

Commwat Cbifla.. Theil' iaolation breecla unreality, delusiona. and 

miacaleulatioa. Jfor the momut we e¥peet denunciatioJa and hottility 

in reapo e to our initiative•; but we look to the day wh.en the leadel"a 

of Asian CommUDiam .... like their former 'C'OUeaa •• ill E\lr pe - • will 

come to recopiae the aelf-de tt11ctivene • and waatefulneae ol th ir 

preaent bellicose policiel. 
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Let not leek: -
aliamnent, exqept from thoae who c:ho•e i ; we do not seek aa.tellitea; 

w~ do ot aeek tert'itoJ:y or military aee for all tim-e. 

emeraenee of nation fiercely decli¢ated to their own national i.Qdepend ce, 

to the wel1-beh1.a of t eir people. an t tb pal:'tnait of poae • 

I return no to my q;o ation: ean the e objective• b ac i ved? 

y anawer ia yee. t muc de ada on our action• aa a JJ4tion 

In the atru.aat for acetal, •trona. and developing fr Aaia.. 

OUI' Ulet in t e HliOn are very areat. 

force !or loaderabip ill the diplomacy 



Oo. th South Asian tn~bcoatiaent, at the other ncl. we have cloae 

ftoiend bllAdta .. the wor14'a lara at democracy. an in Pakistaa .... 

th natlo a dedicate to treedo &rl4 rf.vely embark on rocram• 

of development. 

And ia the thweat Pacific. c:ompletin.s the triaql • a:r 

comrades ill A atra.lia alld Ne it-

ment to the fut..lr of .Asia. 

Ela wh re ..... in Korea.. ai all, the ilippln •. Tba land, B rma, 

are deeply c:omrniUe4 iQ differing f eb1ona to inde en4enc:e and develop· 

ent. e reapec:t their commitment -- ancl we reapec:t their <liff J"encee. 

But bat of the atate• of former F:renc:b Ind.o-Chin ? 

Here. of courae. ia the p:reaent focal point of war an revolution 

d h re w are teste ae ne\fer 
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before• for here we face a aituat1oa of external aa1reaaion and wb-
\) 

version aaainat a poet-colonial nation that has novel' had the breathing 

apaee to evelop ita poUtic1 or ita economy. 

In South Vietnam. both defenae and develo~ nt - ... the -war a1ain1t 

never be£ore. Vietnam challenges our couraae, our maenuity. and 

our ability to persevere. If we caa qcceed here -·if we can help 

auat&ia an inde"n4ent South Vietnam. free to determine ita OWI'l future --

then our proapects, and the proapec:tl for free men throuabout Aaia, 

will be bright iadeed. 

We know thia; our friende and alliea know it; and our adve:raariea 

know it. That ia why one amalt country looma so larae today on 

everyone'• map of Aaia. 

So aur aaaeta m the re&ion are areat ... • and Vietaam ia the critical 

teat that will be with us for aome time to come. 
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~;for here we face a. situation of external aggression and sub-

vcroion against a post-colonial nation that has never had the bre~thing 

space to develop its politics or it economy. 

both defense and development --the war again 

and the war against despair •• are fuaed togoth 

never before. Vie m challenges our courage. 

ou.r ability to persevere~ we can succeed hor -- if we can help 

to determine its own future ..... 

.· then·our prospects. and the pros or free men throughout Asia, 

will be bright indeed. 

our adversa.ries 

know it. why one small cou.ntry looms so large to 
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But Asia will not diaa.ppear with a Vietnam aetdement. Nor will 

our objectives and reapon.aibiUtiea in A ia diaappear. The peace of 

Asia and the development of Aaia will surely dominate our national 

agenda for the rest of tbia cenNry.. SO will our relation• with th 

natiolls of Asia .... moat important of all, our relation• w-Uh mainland 

Chin. 

Such problema will demand of ua apec:ial qualitiea of mind an 

apirit and un<ierstaodtna aa a nation. 

e wiU have to leal"n far more abo\lt .Aeia.n hiltol'y and AJaia.n 

01tturea than any of u• aow know. Oar epeciaUat•, both inaicle and 

ar rely informed at all. 

e will have to leal"n to •peak aJld read Aeian languages. OUr 

aeboola and. eolleae• are woefully limited. i:n their offering of Chiaeae 
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~ Asia will not cllsa.ppear with a Vietnam settlement. Nor will 

our objectives and responsibilities in Asia disappear. The peace of 

~~ 
A ia end the development of Asia will ftri if ~ our national 

a enda for the re t of thil century. So will our relations with the 

nation of Aeia •• most importan.t of all, our relations with mainland China. 

It is for the•• rea$ons that I consider President John on's Johns 

Hopkins Univer ity addreaa of AprU 7. 1965, an historic formulation of 

t'll~-b~~rUII:te=i!iii~~~ls our long•te:rm concern with the welfare 

.~ ..... _.~· M- ~~r'J!-.~~ of the peoples o~~et Asiata& 1zl tteaste.ii.hv+"tl!IS!,. .u-d9!'fts 

.~~ 
. OR'~ initiatives in cooperative ventures to enrich the lives of their 

r peoples. The President pledged $1 bUlion as a. United States contribution 

to projects that might be developed. 
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and Ja anese- not to mention Vietnamese, Tbai, Indon siall, and th 

e ill have to become more 1 nsitive to the differences amona 

~ aian nations a well as th ir similarities. We uaed to think that 

11&\1 sians look. a.lik " (as Aaians tend to think of ate nerah aome 

of • still seem to as.um that all Aaian nations act alik • If there ia 

one tbinJ I have learned in my expoaur to sia it is t at os is ot 

like Japan, Thailand is not like Vietnam, and Taiwan is not like India. 

e • ould also b 1ensitive to the rid , dignity and natlona.li•m 

of Asi n peopl a aDd nations. Like moat opte, A•ia ou1d pr fer 

to rule the selvee badly than to wel ruled by some fo&- ign r. The 

same go a for advice and initiatives. Otherwiae ood id as inevi bly 

loa •om of their appeal if carried t roug Asia rapped up in an 

Americ fl . Asians pr fer Aai n initiatives, proposed y Asian•. 

So would w • 
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In that speech, too, 

•. 
t 

by North Vietnam in c:onstructive so land economic arrangements 

once Hanoi had decided to ato the shooting. And last February, he 

a a in appealed to the " en of the north" to •top aggression and to join 

a;1 and material resources of the a.rea to processes 

ent tba.t ~ould help fulfill the uru~atiafied wants of the people 

Termination of war alone would be a. major contribu ·on to the 
/ 

ted social and economic devel ent in Asia. But 

oat of the countries in the 

area: 

Populati n gr~wth averages at about 

that will r quire investment of a very savings in 

merely taking care of the non-pro ctive parts of the po 

very oung and the very old. 



-17 .. 

inaUy. e •hov.ld learn to •upptteaa our national ntbuaia~.m for 

quick aolutio • Asia '• problema are extraordinarily c lex and 

intractible; th y will b with ua for aom time to coi'Jle, and we should 

force ouraelvea to practice aom traditional Aalan patieJ:lce. 

Ladi t and gentlemen of the ara&.lating cla••: I coaaratulat you 

on what y have done her , and l elcome you to the ;utaid world.. 

1 tell you in all frankneaa that your U£e ia not aoing to be eaay; but 

I abo tell oo. that l cannot imaaine a more challenging time in which 

to b living. At the eart of that challenge is the continent of A8ia. 

I urg you to learn about it and think about it. 1 commend it to your 

good minda, your cour.ate• your compaaaion. and above aU, to your 
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Much o! the region is 

commodities old · 

<:limate for inv tment ia uncertain 

reign capital is almost unlimited. 

HappUy, there have 
~ &lu-~~~~; 

~L-"&A. srd· 
been. ·ao~{: significant eonstructive development~ At the. end of November , 

for instance, 31 nations signed-the Charter of the Asian Development 

Bank. Sixty per cent of the capital !or this Bank has been subscribed by 

countries within the Asian area, thus demonstrating their collective 

readiness to play a. role in meeting their own development needs. As 

non-regional subscriber , the United States wa.e ~oined by 11 other donor 

countries, including"such nations as ,A~stria, Sweden and Finland. 

Another promi ing development of the pa.st year has been the 

emeraence of Japan as an important donor to the needs of Asia. Japan 
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eountrie and a greater aenee of community among them. 

War itJ ways cruel and sordid. But the spectacle of war in Vietnam 

ro for us the fact that behind tbe am e and uproar 

In Vietnam there is ing place a confrontation o systems in which 

Peking and Hanoi are pitt d againii!t the system to which belong South 

Vietnam, the United States d the countries of the. Jlon•c:ommunist 

world., 

In that ·confrontation, 

give u solid grounds for hope. 

Consider South Korea, have increased by 500 ~r 

cent in the pa.st three years; con ider Taiwan · which bas been trans-

formed from an aid-receiving 

of economi~ growth higher an even that of Japan; 

Thailand, where ambitio s development plans are being 
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promising possibilit• es of heavy: eliance upon private inves 

Japan and the community of · 

where an economy in acu e to rely upon 

leader a determined to 

country for resump on of a responsible place · the world econom c 

community. 

the real a chievements t are taking plac within Asia ve 

to throw in their lo with a system 

As we strive to· deal with the immense problems ·- and the promise --

of a vibrant, moderuizin interdependent Asia. in the years ahead. we 

Americans will be called upon to show special qualities of mind and 
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