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VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

~~~UNE 14, 1966 

~ ~ Y~1NH~:~~! LMy very dear frien~ -,., ,. - • 
~~:St\*r 

Thank you very much indeed for having invited me 

to share this occasion with you. I think it is a very 

special privilege to be here tonight, for this is a gathering 

of one of America's great families. \ ~ .Anli&Lt~IIJV.j~~ 
We are assembled here on a most important family 

matter. Tonight - - proudly, nostalgically, perhaps with 

an occasional tear in fond remembrance -- the grand 

leader of your ranks for more than three decades will 

hand the high responsibility of leadership on to his worthy 
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~The many years of David Dubinsky as President of 

the International Ladies Garment Workers Union will end. 

The years of Louis Stulberg as President of this great 
a 

Union will begin. Ml' fl ieiidS, what/ grand ending and 

a happy beginning. 

Z Twenty years ago, you invited me into your famil~1 
• 

I cherish the I LG membership card issued to me at that 

time. I cherish also the memory of the great Cleveland 

----convention, which I was privileged to address. I remember 

the warmth of my reception. I remember President Dubinsky 

addressing me as Brother Mayor -- for I was no Vice 

President then, and neither was Louie Stu I berg. I was 

M~yor of Minneapolis and Louie was the Director of I LG 

organization work. 

-
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/, ouie Stulbe!lj must remember that 1947 convention W£a 
Rp 7 ~I 

too, for it was the convention that elected him to the ~, 

Vice Presidency of this great Union.~ remember-;K.t~ 
,_r for the words with which David Dubinsky officially 

inducted me into this wonderful familyi.J:.e has in recent 

years made it a pleasant habit to repeat what he said then --

that we ought to watch the Northwes~ because out of it 

was coming a most promising liberal leader • 

L But if David Dubinsky may exercise the privilege of 

repeating his words about me, I claim a similar privilege 

and I shalllnow repeat my first words to that 1947 I LG .....-
convention. I said then: 

)_ "I just can't tell you what a thri II it is for a 

rather young man from out of the West to be able to 

attend this fine convention of true and sincere trade 
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unionists who have made a record second to none in 

America for effective trade union action on the economic 

and political fron~l.t.:ant to pay my respects to the 

officers and the delegates and the members of International 

Ladies Garment Workers Union, May I just for a few 

moments also say a few words about Mr. Dubinsky1 

am not thinking of him just as a labor leade'j I am 
.... 

thinking of him as a great Arne rican citizen. Let me pay 

my respects to him as one who has been in the forefront 

-
liberalism. n 

L. Dave, those were my words almost twenty years ago, 

and those are my words underlined and emphasized today• 

For if there is any one force we continue to need today 

in this nation of ours, it is the force of liberalism. 
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Liberalism -- as you well know -- must prove 

itself in deeds as well as words. 

L At the beginning of this century, many who then 

held industrial and political power were often callously 

indifferent to the suffering of the poor. You know the 

shocking conditions in which people lived and toiled --

the dismal slums, the poverty, the disease, the widespread 

use of child labor. 



L., Your union fought, and fought, hard, for change 

-- for recognition that the attack against the ghetto,_ the 
./ 

slum, the sweatshop required the coordinated and collective 

efforts of a II forces in soci e:t}', and for the principle that 

government could be made responsive to the needs of the 

_Qeople.A t a time when conditions of work were determined 
e;;> 

by tests of endurancei in clashes on the picket line, your 

union fought to establish the primacy of rea~n over coefffi?n, 
.?: ~ 

of understanding over con~t~ ;::::-
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J:i.ou helped educate many of your employers -- and 

helped make our free enterprise system humane as well as 
2 ifLO._ 

fabulously produgJve. 
1 -

~Yo; pressed the good fight not only on the shop (~ • 

floor and at the bargaining table, but in hard-hitting and ~ 
- .;1 
effective political action.k_nd you used your political 

muscle not only for legislation to benefit the workers, but 

on behalf of the community as a whole0 

~You have helped to give American liberalism its 

enduring stren~t~ its readiness to recognize and welcome 

change as an essential part of life) and to seize rather 

than evade the challenges and opportunities that c~e presents .• 

/....Our liberalism, thank goodness, is not a dogma. 

It is, rather, an attitude toward life -- characterized by 

a warm heart, and open mind, and willing hands. 
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h Without a warm hearj it would lack its constant 

sensitivity and responsiveness to the needs and hopes of 

people at home and abroad. 

i Without an open min~ it would lack its essential 

ability to recognize new problems and think out new 

solutions. 

L.. Without the willingness to act, it would lack its 

characteristic vigor in translating thoughts and feelings ......... ........ 
into meaningful deeds. 

J.. Regrettably, there have been some misguided people 

who have despised and rejected the ways of democracy, 

and have sought instant salvation in false totalitarian dogmas. --A You faced this challenge in your own rank~ long before 

others did,;. Al~n;. and often mal~ed) you defeated the 

Communist challeng~ despite the great cost both to the 

organization and to the many brav~and determined members 

who defended its democratic integrity. J 
t 
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~In all its decade) your union has been a ~ay 
of hope through which newcomers to our country have 

found their way into the mainstream of America. You 

steadfastly refused to surrender the ideals that brought -.. -
hundreds of thousands of your immigrant pioneers to 

these shores -- strong in their faith in freedom -- and 

you repulsed the forces of totalitarianism in your union 

even as today this nation seeks to forestall their furthar 

spread abroad. 

L u is good to dream great dreams, as David Dubinsky 

has.
0 

It is even better to see them come true, as he has • 
.:al: 

Z.oavid Dubinsky, great and true liberal that he is, 
..., 7"""" 

is a dreamer of dreams. But he is a man of action as well 
..... - :! -.....::.. 

as thought. He is a practical man who dared to dream. He 

is a dreamer who dared to be practical. 
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L.This, then, is the magic in David Dubinsky --

that he could blend great idealism with a shrewd sense of 
• 

the possibleJ..Becau;e he never gave up the dream, he 

continued to build on initial victories, even on small gains.e 

/ u..Ja Q ~· k, And today ~and ?•u 11 11 
4
1 11n see tho; e dreams 

a reality; Decent working conditions in healthful shops 

instead of prison-like workshops that invite disasters such 

as the Triangle fire .•. insurance programs providing 

health and retirement benefits ••• federal laws providing 

basic social security foL all ••. hands of friendship -
crossing ird ustry lines, racial and religious lines, national 

boundaries. All this you ~ave .done. ~ J. ~ ""1'-Cd..-..~~ 
A ~t must be a great source of joy and 

satisfaction to David Dubinsky that these closing years in 

his leadership of your union have been· vintage years for 

the nation and for the causes for which he has fought. et 
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/._Yes, under President Johnson's leadership we have 

taken giant strides toward building a Great Society, We 

shall keep on with the task.cs I am sure that David Dubinsky 

will be in there fighting side by side with us, until he 

retires not from office but from life -- and may you live, 

David, to be one hundred and twenty. 

But David Dubinsky has not been alone in his work 

and his dreams. He was the leader, the mover, the counsellor 

-- to shop stewards and to Presidents of the United States -­

but he had good, strong, loyal lieutenants. And today one 

of them steps up to take David Dubi nsky1s place. Yesterday•s 

dreams have been fu lfi lied. Today, Louie Stu I berg stands for 

new dreams and their fu lfi II ment. 

So, my dear friends, I ask you now to look upon this 

man, David Dubinsky, all of whose years have been dedicated 

to realizing the dream that life could be made better for his 

fellowmen. I ask you to salute him. 
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~nd I ask you to turn to the trusted leader who 

has been chosen to take up those burdens. 

Only one month after his designation as your new 

President, Louis Stu I berg .stated his credo: - .. 
111t is not the charter on the walls or the money 

in the bank that makes a union; it is what we have been 

able to accomplish in the shops by lifting standards, by 

increasing the human dignity of work, by expanding opportunities 

of good citizenship that gives meaning to our efforts and our 

sacrifices as a union. So long as unorganized workers are being 

exploited, we in the unions are our brothers ' keepers and to 
7'.....,_,.......-e= =r=· n ., 

the ending of that exploitation we must spend all of our 

efforts, our money and our dedication. 11 

l.2._ur America is today a better America because of 

David Dubinsky. It wi II be asa.lil better America tomorrow 

because of Louis Stu I berg. I salute you both. \ ) ______ ,' 
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Thank you very ..ell lade.t for hav1118 invited me to aba~e tbit 

fN nina wit you. 1 tb1ok tt ta a very epeci&l prtvtle to be here 

tonight, for tbia 1e a gatberiag of one of America'& great families --

great Mt by the yard tlcb of c:oMerc or of pcn.r but great by what 

you .and you-r predec: •ore have dona for our Dation. 

And you are gathered het'e on a mo•t blPOfl:ant featly tter --

Tonight -- cefully. noatalglcaUy, p1:oudly, with memory ree.ehi~&g 

back, wlth an ~10!141 teaT parhapa to ma-rk remeibr.uce •• the grand 

lead r of your ranks fo~ 1DOI'e than three d dea will lay •• de the 

heavy burden of 1e&derah1.p aucl a y~er tUft from your rank• will take 

up he terrible lonely reaponalbiltty~ 

Now, here, thle very evening, hiatory will be .ade. Th tim 

of Davld Dubinsky •• President of the International Ladles GU'Dlent 

Workera Union will end. The tilae of Louie Stulberg u Preaident of thts 

... more • 
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great Uulon vtU beg ill. My friencla • what an e.D4ift8 aDd what a 

beginnt.ng1 

the ltG 1MIIberehip eard tHued to me at that tbla.. 1 chfn:i•h alao 

the ~~~~~Dry of the great Cleveland .COllft1ltiOD, _, fi.nt ILG eoawentioo, 

which I •• privileged to addreaa. I r..-..,er the wamt:h of your 

reception Ud 'Preeiclat Dubiuky addreaeing me aa BrotH!' J1!tm; ..... 

for 1 wa 110 Vice PreaidAIDt ttum. aad neither •• Louie Stulbel:'gt 

1 vu Mayor of Mtn•apolie and Louie •• only the DiTector of ltG 

org.-S.sation wock. Now. 1 aa Vice Preal.deut e.d !!.! no lonser u. 

IDuie Stulberg 'IDUat reHIIber that 1947 eonventton, for it "'-" 

the comrentiOD that elected him to the Vice Preeideney of tbla ~eat 

union. I taalllllber it moat for the worda vl.tb which David hbiuky 

officially inducted M i1lto thla wonderful fatly. He baa in recent 

yeara made it a moat plaaaing bablt to repeat hta Whing of that a.y -

prauat.ng liberal leader. 

""more ... 
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ht S.f 0.-rid Dubiuky -.y exerc:J.ae tbe prJ:vllega of repeating 

hb wor4• about M, 1 cl&lla a dmilar privilege and I aball DOW repeat 

-r ff.-rat WOI.'ds to that 1947 ll.G coannticm. 1 aaid theat 

"I jut ean' t tell you what a thrill it 1a for a rather 

young ... f'l'f* out of the West to be able to attend 

this floe cOQ¥&ntion of true and sincere trade uutoa!ets 

who have lll&de a recarcJ seecmd to aone f.a Amerlca for 

political froat. l want to pay ., reapecta to the 

Mr. Dubinaky ..... 1 • not th1Dkt~ of twa juat •• a 

1Uol.' lead -r} 1 - th1Dk1ag of bta ... great auican 

c:itiaen. Let ae pay 111 re1p.acta to hta .. OM vho 

twa b e. in t!ut forefront of AMrf.eq llber.lt-. ... 

hoftnt, true fair AMrtcan U.berau. •• u 

.. more .. 
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force we continue to 1l41ed today ta thla nation of oun. f.t ls the 

force of libenll• .... bOGUt 1 true, and iDCere. My fellow Americana 

could do no better than to look to the record of t.hta great uu1o1l aad 

thle great leader fen the 118Ding of tnte libRaliflll, 

Your liDion ha been a acay of lf.beraU• tl\at h&e ehansecl aore 

than •rely the face of the iadutry to 'Whi~h tt furu:tlou. Your 

llbtr41Uat baa bee010e part of the very pattern of our vay of life. At 

the begltmtaa of this ~ury • deapite tftbualn ~trial condttiou. 

Goverl111811t atood aald.e. a8d all rqpoulbtltty for aoeial mlt n 

held to be the probl• of the individual. Ym.n: wton fought for • 

baate chU3e io that coocept, for recop.ltlon that the ghetto. the •luau, 

the sweatabop required the coordtaated and collective efforts of all 

forcee ill toeiety. for t:be nation that GoVerDIDellt could be -~ 

reepoulve to the DHda of the people. At a tiM vhea co.Sttiou of 

your uaion fought to eatabU.eh the F~ of ruaon over force. f 



.. 

At a tiae When bUIUil welfare and wltaaee vwe held to be 

1aeondary to tha punuit of ma·d .. profltl 1D private fortu • 

your UDlon pt:OClalaed the ht..at~tariaa objMtift• of tracte Ull1oat• 

and uodertook political aet1ou tu order to obtalu legblatlon that 

'WOuld bt:Mfit both the Worker ud the ea-.•nlty ~ 

tons before othua UMcl the cb&llena•• your Ul\ion founcl ttaelf 

ealbattled with fore.. that proclaimed that the work of ulvatiou lay 

to the ~t of the,.,.. of d810Cqcy. Aloue and often •U·~• 

•l'•· 
In all S.ta ctec:ad ... your unt.cm 1\u been a gatewy of hope to 

Which ~• to our_, of life have f-ouDIS fir•t at.ry i.Jito the 

mainatrea. of lt1 privtleg .. and reapoaelbilitiee. You refuae to 

8Uttender the td•l• that llrought huadreda of tltouHMa of your ilmltgraat 

ptoae•• to theft 1ho1"u - 1troas iu thatr faith for freetto.a - ad you 

- DIQ1:'8 ... 
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reputMd the threat of c!ictatoraht.p eve~~ •• today tht• ution •••• 

to block the fw:thu apread of web dlctatorahif. 

It doea QOt come to ._, aen to M their dreaa fulfilled. 

man .. Y that the U.beral 1a ude outy of auch ,atuff •• ueaa are •..te 

tea .... but he, •• • doer of deecta .. well. Bll •• a practical man 

who dah4 to drea:ll. He •• a tlrH11ler who dand to 1le practical. 'l'hf.a, 

thea, u the -glc in lhriid Duhbwky --one who could blftd great 

idealtea with a eeuae of the poaalbl~. Becauae t. never gave up the 

dr , he coatlrwect to build on 1Q1 ial vt.ctod.ea. on Sll611 gaiftl. 

Alld today he ami you a1ld I can aee those 41'._1 a real tty. he _ t 

breed 'l'rt.uale fire• .• ~ tuurance progreu providiq health and 

re.ttl"eeattllt baeftte • • .. Federal lawt ~ovlcli.ftg baate aoctal ecurity 

for all .... 

Datioul boun4artu ..• 
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But David Dubiuky _. not alODe 11\ the fulflllraeat of theae 

atnmg, lG)'&l lteuteaant• Aad to4ay one of t.h-. atepa up to take 

David Dublukj'a pt.au. Yeaterday*a dr ... have eeen fulftlhlent. 

TocJ,ay. Louie Stulbug •tand• fOr new ctr .... and tyir fulfill.Mnt. 

for the truth u that l:l.benU.a ataada for Ullelldlng dtUIUJ ftd 

fulflll!Mnt wtthqut enc!. 'the 1tb6ral'• wt1t t• ~leVel' fird•hed. 

look upon thla un. David l>u.btnaky, wt.o.e ltfe baa been Q41cated to 

the fulfil~ of a d~ that life could be -.de better for hia 

fellow un. 1 aak you to look upon thta aa of iaioa whoae life bat 

M8n full of aerU:I.ee as1d atl'lfe ad who~• efforta have changed thS.J 

lad of _ oura for the bett.r. l pk you to aalute hill •• he laya ulde 

And l uk you now to cum to the 'brave leader who baa been chota n 

to t..aQ \lP tb.ofe burdelie - look upon hira aee 11! hla face the marb 

.. .cn-e .. 
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of experience •nd the breadth of dete~uation to live by the precept• 

of hia great teacher, to meet the challenges of time and tta problema 

With fortitude and reeourcetulneae. 

Your gt:atttude ~d your love goea to the one who through eo many 

difficulties h&a served you faithfully and to the uemoat. But now your 

eupport, your loyalty, your every help and good ~sh must be directed 

to this man who becomes the living e,mbol of your traditions and your 

purpose as a union. On1y one month after hie deatgnation as you~ new 

Preaident, be atate.d hi& credo with simple eloquence. Louis Stulberg'a 

eredo is, and 1 quote ult ia not the charter on the walla or the money 

in the bank that makes a uniOnJ it is ~t we have been able to 

aeeomplilh in the ehopt by lifting standards, by increasing the human 

dignity of work, by expanding opportunitiea of good citizenship that 

give& meaning to our efforts and our aacrlfic:es as a uniol'l. So long as 

unorganJ.ced workers are being exploitM, we in the union• are our 

brothers • keepers and to the ending of that exploitation we muat spend 

all of our efforts. our tnOney and our dedication." 

.. more ... 
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'ftda nation today ia a batter uatiOI\ beeAW~e of D&vlrl DublUk)'. 

It will be eva better t.on-ov bMauae of lmd.e Stulberg. l •lute 

you both. 

oOo 
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