
CAMP FRIENDSHIP DEDICATION _. 
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am privileged to be here today with you, my fellow Minnesotans, to dedicate this 

de?ied many of the ogportunities society so abundantly g!fers today. 
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t. What m~ opportunity can there be than that of enjoying and partaking of ----- - --
Nature's very own gifts --- its sunshine, its fresh air, its woodlands, its greenery and 

its flowers~ 

What can be easier to understand than the feel of cool, clear water or the sound of 

a bird singing? To what things of the world can a young mind better respond? 

job training and emp~oyment~ortunities been denied 

entally retarded persons, so also have opportunities for recreation and social -
~It has been said that the mentally retarded person is one who has difficulty adapting 

to society. Perhaps the shoe needs to be put on the other foot . Perhaps the problem is 

that society has not adapted to the mentally retarded person by not making a place for him. 

~ And so it has been that parents, faced with the first knowledge that their child is 

mentally retarded, have looked with heartbreak and apprehension toward the future, because 

there is no place in society for their child. 

Mrs. Humphrey and I know personally what this heartbreak and apprehension can be . I 

am sure our little five-year-old granddaughter Vickie is known to many of you. S~ 
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Yet, through this personal experience, we have come to know what hope can be, because 

Vickie, there has been a place in society~ There has been a school where she can learn 

at a pace suited to her ability, where she can associate with other children with whom she 
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can compete, a place where she fits . 

This ~ that we have come to dedicate today is another embodiment of the hope 
£.1 .. 1:1; • 

that we hold out today for our mentally retarded youngsters~eose of you 1 ' 1 IJ who 

have been responsible for this camp --- and I under stand that i t is the contribution of 

thousands of persons that have made possible its establishment and ongoing operation 
• -you have indeed expressed your faith in the mentally retarded person by providing him with 

this opportunity. 

Ral ph Waldo "]lnerson has said : 

"A d:lvine person is the prophecy of the mind; 
a friend is the hope of the heart ." 

'~-FrJ!~~p should truly add hope t o t he hearts of me:;tal1y retarded children and 

adult~ , :lis h&J s lsa s a a utul ala d ilasm obi Uxar end ~ul!11iba 8lmlfl<i lead :kilO!, 

la arari • 110 es. 

(VICE PRESIDENT STEPS OVER TO UNVEIL THE DEDICATION MARKER ) 

It is with pleasure and with pride in the efforts of the citizens of my home state 

I now dedicate Camp Friendship to the service of mentally retarded children and adults 

and to the enrichment of their lives . 

May it open new worlds . May it fulfill old hopes . 

it offers bear 

of those present, he reads the words inscribed on the marker : 

"CAMP FRIENDSHIP, DEDICATED TO THE SERVICE OF MENI'ALLY RETARDED CHILDREN AND ADULTS 

BY HUBERT H. HUMPHREY, VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, JULY 3, 1966. 11 

(VICE PRESIDENT RETURNS TO THE PLATFORM ) 

VICE PRESIDENT : 

assembled here today to name two buildings that are part of the facilities 

Camp Friendship . 



One of these is the main lodge and dining hall, the building in front of which we 

stand, to be known henceforth as the Gay Beecher Lo$[e in memory of a mentally retarded 

child, the daughter of 1Nelyn and Ardis Beecher, who died in 1952 at the age of four and 

The other building, the 

camp site, is to be known as the Mildred Thomson hall in honor of the woman 1vho for 

35 years headed programs for the mentally retarded in Minnesota's Department of Public 

Welfare and devoted her career to building a program based on enlightened concern for 

the mentally retarded and their families. Miss Thomson began her work at a time when 

there was little knowledge about r~tarded persons and few services available to them. 

By the time of her retirement in 1959, broad programs for the retarded were being initiated 

local, state and national levels. 
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