


Transcript of talk by Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey at the National
Conference on School Lunch and Food Distribution, Wednesday, 3:00 p.m.,
August 3, 1966, at the Statler-Hilton Hotel, Washington, D, C,

Thank you very much, Mr. Smith, for your gracious introduction,

According to the program this is a break for milk, orange juice and

.coffee. I have been described many ways but never in such nutritional terms.

I just came from a very lovely luncheon at the Embassy of the State of
Israel. I feel so peaceful, It only proves that if you feed the people of
the world well, peace is in the air., But we all know that food plays a very

" significant role in the happiness and the health of mankinds

Four years ago I was a U, S. Senater taking an active role in working tc
strengthen our school lunch program. We wanted to expand under this program
the kinds of foods and the quantities that we could provide our schoel children.
I always was keenly interested in making sure that we had a variety of foods

for these children and not merely make them the victims of accidental surpluses.

I also was one of those privileged to sponsor the pilot Food Stamp Program.
We had a real battle in Congress a few years ago over that, Today it is a

working program.

Coming from the State of Minnesota, I have an appreciation of the fnod
qualities of milk. The Special Milk Program is dear to my heart and dear to

my farmers and dear to the school children., We worked hard for it, too.
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W2 alse were working on sdmc new appr'oache's' in education -= nutrition
aducation, health education a.nd prPngS acrass the baard fer e}:emen‘bary a.nct

- Ve o

secondary oducation, higher oducatmn and vocational education, .

rmy
l.\.

Four years agms we wers beginning to ta.lk about the attack that we m.ntnd
to make on poverty in this eountry. e suddenly discnvered that abeut ANO -~
fifth of mur fellow citizens were living in a status of less than egual-spper-
tunity. They aetually were living in an income status that best could . be -
described as "poar sconomie conditions", The grea.test eurse nf paverty is the
despair and the frustration that turms to bit.temcsa and c'ynim.sm. It brings
individual and sacial disorders that came from feeling that t;herc is no Tt:u.'l.aml
far you=~that y»u have been left at t.he side of the road Aas ;I:.hq .n_tain straam

of American life maves by,

When you were last hers we alse were working on the Peaso CaTpse I'U ‘wae
my privilege to affer that legislation in Cangress. I had affered it in 1959
anly to have it frewned upan, But in 1962 the Peace Ceorps was. becaming a.

rality with permanent legislatien,

So, we have came a.long way, Samatimes I think we ferget how far we
have moved becauso overytime we move ahead a little bit-we bessme a little
mere rastless to move ahead a little further, This is what we mean by "rising
expectations®, It does not refer cnly to Afriea, Asia or Latin Amerieca. It.

" refers to us, tes.
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We have made tremendous progress in this country in the fields of civil
rights, poverty, aid to our young people, education and health. In three
years we have more than doubled the entire budget for education. In three
years we have more than doubled the budget for health. In three years we
have more than doubled the entire outlay of. government resources in combat-
ing poverty. A sizeable sum of our Federal budget goes into that and yet
the word goes out that we haven't done nearly enoughes I:couldn't agree more.
We haven't done nearly enough, But we have done three times as much as we did

only three years ago. And we will continue to meve ahead.

You're celebrating your 20th Anniverééry. In the 20 years you hafé had
this School Lunch Program you have learned a great deales You started out with
little and it is growing rapidly and surely, It grew because you fought the
good fight and you had your friends -in the Congress and in the respective ad-
ministrations, You saw the need and you projected that need by your letters
and your words, As a result of that, the School Lunch Program today is a firm,

certain reality.

We always have new challenges, 'e're going to have billions of new
people to feed in the years ahead and we need to be thinking in those terms.
Most of them will be in countries where they presently can't support their
populations at an adequate nutritioﬁal level, My fellow Americans, this great
and wonderful world of ours of technology and science, of-rapid change and
innovation, faces the possibility of starvation, in the midst of man's great

creative capacity.
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This would be the worst of all sins, There was a time that mankind
could starve because we knew not what to do. There was a time that famine'h
could be the scoﬁrge of the earth because man did not have the tools or the
knowledge to do anything aboﬁt it. Butvnot nowe There is a word of scripture,
"forgive them for they know not what they do.“- People are forgiven if they
know not what they do. But we do know, and we know that famine never need
again come across the face of this earth. We do know that the prayer of *Our

Daily Bread" can be a reality and not a hope.

ﬁo civilization that knows that it can banish famiha.from the face of the
earth will be forgiven if it fails to fulfill its responsibilities. This 1is
why I am in a very real sense a crusader for.Food for Peace and food for people.
I want to keep 1oo§ing at our own great natural resources as well as our de-
veloped resources and the technoiogy of our farm producers to make sure that

our blessed America does its fair share,

This land of yours and mine la§£;§éar produced almost 50 percent of every-
thing that was produﬁéd in the worid;rytess thén six percent of the world's
population had over 35 percent of the wbrld‘s personal income, Our gress
national product was one<half of the t;tal gross national product of the world.
Less than 200 million people here had éﬁht. The other three billion through-
out the world had the rest of it. ﬁgﬁsdmetimes forget thate No nation has
more to lose in a world that is torn by dissension and disorder and violence

than this America,
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We need a world in which there are the conditions that are conducive to
peace, One of those conditions is an adequate supply of food and fiber. The
late and beloved Pope John the 23rd said, "Where there is constant want, there
is no peace."

The threat to pe;c;.ig”néfriﬁ the Pentagon nor is the threat to-peace in .
the Capitol of any state oq,in_Washingtog, D. Co The threat to peace may very
well be in these conditions of injustice, of malnutrition, of poverty, of di~
sease and of illiteracy that descend on two-phirds of mankind, I think so;
There are evil forces that. use those conditions for their purposes of aggress;
ion, or for their purposes of conquest, or their purposes of lawlessness, or |
disorder, or violence or whatever else it may be, Se those of you working
with the School Lunch Program are not just directors of a little local prngram

in your state or 1oca11ty. You are a part of a vanguard, a part of a great

army of peace workars.

I am one.of those in government who believes that if we can't do weli at
home, we'll never do.well abroad., I'm one of those who believes that the way
that you can demonstrate what you can do abroad is by doing it at home, If
you can't conquer poverty here, what makes you think you can do it in Africa or
in Asia? If you can't close the nutritional gap here where we have an abundance

of food and fiber such as the world has never known, what makes you think that

we can do it any place else?

¥ X P T
Domestic policy and foreign policy are inseparable, You cannot talk
about brotherhood abroad and not practice it here. You cannot talk about

equal opportunity: in the world and not have it here, You cannot talk about



adequate food and health and education abroad and not have it here,

.We have to set the example here and neverlforget ite If you remember
that.then your job becomes a very iﬁﬁortanﬁ one, We should think of children
everywhere as we think of our own. Sometimes it's not so easy to be tolerant
of adults, But if you can thinklof children then you get your vision and your

attitude in proper perspective,

We need to help these developing countries that I speak of, We need to
help them not just with shipments of food, but with an export of ideas and
techniques from our own experience, That is how they can produce their own
food and fiber, how they cam develop their own systems of distribution and
processing, No matter how generous we Americans may want to be, we do not have
the capacity here in America alone to feed all of God's children even if we
were so motivated, 'le can come in with timely emergency aid. But more im-
portantly we can share ideas gnd technplogy, le can help cther countries put
their proper priority upon their food production, their health needs and their

educations

Recently I spoke before the Organization for Economic Cooperation and
Development, I pointed out that every industrialized nation has a responsi-
bility to the less developed nations, There are basic principles and basic

fundamental therapies that we have to practice, We are our brother's keeper,

Programs for the developing countries must be adapted to their way of
doing things. They can't bé just stamped "Made in the U.S.A. Use according

to our directions." They must be adapted to the problems of climate and water,
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80il chemistry and social structure--a social structure that is developed over
a period of many centuries and cannot be changed overnight. This is the essence
of the Food for Peace proposals which now are before the Congress of the United

States--to help.others help themselves,

I éaidlto # group_bf young pébﬁie the other day, "I wish you'd get as:ex-~
cited about some of these things in Cnﬂgrééslas you do about Viet Nam," i Don't:
misunderstand me.. People have a right to hold their point of view and phere.
are many varied ppiqts of view about our commitments.overseas. I'm not_one to
scold people for expressing their point of view, I've been expreésing my r
point of view all my life and some people never have liked it. Scmetimes I'véﬁ
even changed my own point;qgﬁview as I've gone along gqq learned, But I woula

like to have some of my young friends and older friends who are so concerned

-~

about what they believe to be injustices of Amerlcan policy abroad to becoma

concerned about their own fleah and blood--to become concerned about Feod for

-

Peace,

5

I haven't seen a single picket sign for the Child Nutrition Act or the
Demonstration Cities program. We need help with both these efforts. I
haven't seen one for Rent Supplements, yet the biggest problem facing millions

of Americans today--particularly low-income Americans--~ is the inadequacy of

housing,

But I see pickets protesting our policy in Viet Nams I think they ought -
to reverse the signs occasionally. They ought to paint slogans on the other

side about Food for Peaca;'Rent Supplements, Demonstration Cities, Housing--:
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the things that affect us here at home. The real test of a man's liberalism
is what he thinks about people. You're invelved with people and their needs.

You're involved with the lives of people.

We've done a lot of exporting of -the very ideas with which you work. The
school lunch is a simple fact of 1life in this country today. It is se simple
and it is so accepted that sometimes penple don't even get aroused over it,.
Most people are unaware of the years of your dedicated work and the effort that
went into getting the School Lunch Program an accepted fact of fmerican life,
The depth and the extent of suppoert for this program frem coast to coast is a
most remafkable testament ﬁo your achievement, And your government is going

to see to it that we have a permanent National School Lunch Program.

The school lunch is a fact .for many of our children but it is not a fact
for all of them. And it is a distant dream to most of the rest of the world.
We're only on the threshold of a rudimentary program in most of the develnping
countries, But they are interested and they are working and they are using
the techniques that we have evolved over the many patient years of trial and -
error as to how best we could get this job done, I want to make sure that we
have the focd supplies to help these people with those overseas school lunch
programs., There is no use getting people all geared up for something and then

saying, "I'm sorry, we're out of biscuits.," That doesn't help.

The Child Nutrition Act should be headlines all over America-in every
country newspaper and every city newspaper because it relates to our most pre-

clous resource--our young. The Child Nutrition Act will give you a chance t»



break new ground as well as to consolidate well won gainé,'

The new programs have as their cornerstones the kind of experience that
you have acquired in 20 years under the School Lunch Program, The Child Nu-
trition Act didn't just come out of thin air, It came out of your experience,

That's the way to get good legislation,

The Congress of the United States has good judgment. I am in the Fxecu~
tive Branch now and I want to compliment my friends in all of the Departments.
They do a magnificent job. They have extremely difficult tasks., The alloca-
tion of resources in this country is the most difficult assignment your Presi~
dent has, But no one has a monopoly on wisdome I served in the Congress long
enough to know that the Congress of the United States knows how to protect, def

velop and expand something that has served the people well,

Ve used to talk about the "missile gap.," We were worried that Russia was
threatening our national security. But we closed that gap--which wasn't nearly
as big as a lot of people thought it was--by making up our minds that we were

willing to do what was necessary to close it.

And then we decided there was a "citizenship gap" in this country. We had
known for a long time that you coulon't have first class citizenship and second
class citizenships You had to have one kinc¢ of America or quit repeating the
Pledge of Allegiance, So we decided to close the citizenship gap and truly have
"one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all." We are
beginning to mean it, and we are beginning to act like that. We closed the gap

in the citizenship area.
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Now tn the "putrition gap." Some people are overfed and some are underfed.
This is the only nation on the face of the earth in whichlyou are really com~
?ﬁélled io go on a diet. You pay people to put you én diets. But we are going
to close that gap; We are going to do it because you showed us the way;-got
Ibécause some gover;ment planner said that's the way to do it. We have the means,

the resources, the tools to get the job done. We are going tn clese it for our

.children and we are going to close it for our low-income families,

Many of the people here today are the ones that ave battling to see to it
hihat the food gap for lew~income level people is closedes This is not going%to
Fbe done by handouts--not by just being nice—~but by opportunity and training
and education—by a helping hand. Ue still.are an expanding, growing, restless
cbuntry:with a tremendous range of unmet needs. We are going to meet_efery_nne
of those needs. We may not correct them in my lifetime, but we'll meet them.

The main thing is to make up our minds we can do it.

But there is one unmet need for which there is no excuse--that is food.
I'm pleased to see on your program a cross-section of representatives frqm
agencies of government--the Office of Economic Opportunity, the Office of ¥du-
cation, the Bepartments of Labor and Agriculture, Health, Fducation and Welfare,
Each of these agencies has some work, some project which will affect what you

are doing or you will affect what those agencies want to dn.

This is what we had in mind in our total effort to wage a War on Poverty--
to eliminate poverty. UWe are asking people to give up ald habits, bad practices,

so we can start to break that vicious cycle that holds people in this prison of



i B
poverty., We are going to break the chain that has held impaverished genera-
tion after generation. We are going to do it primarily by working with child-
ren--with Project Head Start, for example, and the Job Corps. But there will

be many disappointments before we succeed,

-Somesne said to me the other day, "I want you to know that I read in the
paper where 4O percent of the Job Corp trainees are dropping out." I wrote
back, "You may be right. But that is a fine endorsement of this program be-
cause 100 percent of the drop-ins were drop~outs before they started." One
hundred percent of the qu Corp trainees were drop-nuts. MNinety percent of
them had never been to a dentist. Eighty-five percent of them had never seen
a doctor. Most of them came from broken homes--the victims of lack of opportu-
nity and deprivation. Now thousands of these Job Corp enrollees are going back
to school, They are joining the armed forces, passing their literacy tests,

going on to college.

When you think of a program that can rescue a chilé or a young perscn from
defeat and give him a chance to stand on his own feet, that's progress, We're
going to make some mistakes, Ve have been trying to find the answer to cancer
for 50 years, But we don't close up the hospitals and research laboratories
and fire the doctors if they don't find the cure for cancer. Poverty has been
a curse for centuries. We aren't going to find the answer to it tomorrow after-

nocn,

We are going to have to experiment, We are working with the most intricate,
complex, difficult, entity that God ever created--man, We are trying to find

out how he gets his ideas, his motivation, changes his habits, the social en-
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vironment in which he lives, to see if somehow or other we can't find some way,
some means that person can 1ift himself up and become a man or a woman with® '
digﬁity:ahd:selférespect. That is going to take some doing, but we are going i

to keép at it.

When I hear about so many mistakes we made, I wonder how we got as far as
we did, To hear some people talk, you'd think America was a mistake, But this
country didn't become what it is because everybody had bad judgment or because
every political or economic or social or spiritual or ediicational leader was
wrong. Ve tried a lot of things, Most of them worked, Some of them didn't,
Out of our mistakes however, we can learn, We learn in the School Lunch Pre-

gram and we are going to learn in our 'ar on Poverty,

There are three major pillars of this Administration--policies at home and
abroad--food, health and educations I heard the President of the United States
say recently at a Cabinet meeting, "I want my policies overseas to be predicated

on the three principles and three pillars of food, health and education,"

Those three shall be paramount and those are the same three we are working
on right here in America, Close the nutritional gap tn improve the health of,
our people and broaden the educational opportunity of our people to see to it

that every American boy and girl can have all the education he or she can take,

I have a layman's scripture that T carfy in my pocket, I read it wher~

ever I go, It's a quote from Thomas Wolfe, He tells what America is all about

- .and what you're trying to do and what I'm trying to do and what I hope and pray

every American is trying to dol "To every man regardless of his birth, his .



13
shining golden opportunity; to every man the right to live and to work, and to
be himself and become whatever thing his manhood and his vision can combine to

make him. This is the promise of America."

Those are beautiful words. I wish everybody in the world could fully
understand those words and would accept them as our commitment to mankind-—-"To
become whatever thing his manhood and his vision can combine to make him, This

is the promise of America."

This is our chance to be a part of that great enterprise, You have been
doing it. I came here to congratulate you, and above all, to thank you for
what you are, what you have been doing, and more importantly what you are going

to do. Thank you very much,
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Thank you very much for your gracious imtroduction.

I see here that according to the progrem this

is & break for milk, orange
juice and coffee, I have been described many ways

but never in such nutri-
tional t

o 1k R -
I Just came awg

from a very lovely luncheon,

oy
s

u

very interesting luncheon
L]

d I have one or two observations I would like ‘to make, Firest of all its

2 beautiful day outside end a

11 the wey here I wes figuring out how I could
play hookey, mot from you, but frcm ch'un_, from here on out and I have

been trying to convince myself that this would be the right thing to do for
my physical and mental and emotional &k

th, And yet, I cen't quite figure
out where I could go in the next few hours where I could take a swim or go
play golf or take a hike and do it without

too mueh difficulty, so I suppose
I'1l hove to go back to work,
I was &t the Embessy of the State of Isreael for lunchecn because the
President of Isrsel, P

reside

nt Shazar was with us and I can tell you that if
I have a

nutritional gep it is not because {he Embassy didn't try to take
care of me,

I feel so peaceful, It only proves thaet if you feed
world well, peace is in the air, I can assure you, Whel is 17U °
Wateh out for yon Cassius, leen and hungry." But I guess we all know that

food pleys a very significant role in the happiness and the health of mankind,
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that looked like it would be £
privilege of your fellcowship. 3Seeauce, I retollect abouf four years ago, I
was with you here =t your beuguebt in 1952, end I'm glad to see a few heads
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LAY U ThLaT +c-un'r1-n:’\.u-. s

e |

hope that those of you who weren't there &t tihet time will remember

o

wxat you are going Lo getl the sapes speech that you would have gotten at ©

banguet awyhow, 4nd you nay nct be as gleepy now &5 you would be then, bub

-

I'm sleepier now then I would be then, so the speech will be shorier now,

Four years ego I was a U. S. Sexator and taking what I hope et lesst

vas an active role and possibly, hopefully en effective role in working ©
strengthen our school lunch programs, And to expand under those programs
the kinds of focds and the quantities that we could provide our school
children as well as our needy famrilies under the donation prozraa,

I always was keenly interested in making sure that we had a variety cf
focds for fanily and American families and not merely meke them the vietims

of zccidentel surpluses, And then I was one of the percons privileged to

sponsor the first, well, the pilot program for the Food Stemp Program, Ve

had & real baitle in Congress a few years ago about that, You would have
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thought that we were Lrying to dncrcase the budgev by villicns of dollars

end we merely wented to try out once again a Food Stamp Progrem for needy

people. Todey it is a working progrza, Ve did get the pilol program throuzn
S

- \"-! -
pecial ¥HA1X Prograz,

Of course eccxning from The State of Minnescla I have an appreciation &3

o 3
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t0 %az food cualities of milk thot far excecds namy other areas of the land,
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educziion, in nutrition education, hialth cducation and indeed in educaicn

acrozs the board for elexenmbery ond cecondary cducgbion and higher education

=

and veeaticnal educsbion, And at that time aboutl four years ego we were
beginning o talk eboul this abtteck that we wanted to meke on poverty in
this comitry. We suddenly discovercd that ebouy 1/5 of cur fellcw citizens
were iiving in o status of less Yhan equal opportunity and actuwally living

in en incomz status thet could best be described as living in poor economic
cenditions, Of course the greatest curse of poverty is not the poverty of
curse wut the poverty of despeir and the frustration thet turns to bitterness
ard cynicism and all the other individuel and social disorders that come

from feeling that there is ro place for you--that you have been left alcp.éside
of the road as the main stream of the American life moves by,

-

Ve were then plenning and probing axd working on what we might do to

-

ccxbet this ceatury-old evil called poverty and we were slso right at that

tize you were here four years e2go working ¢n the Peace Corp and it was iy

~

offer thet legislation in Comzress., I had offercd it in 1959
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only to have it frowned upon, but in 1962 the Peace Corp was becoming a
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¥now, of the people in the less developed countries of +the world, He gaid,

expeetatiecns," as iff somchow it referred only to

Africa or to Asis or Latin America, It refers to us, too,
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of civil rigats, the war on poverdy, and zid to our young poople, cnd aid 1o
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education endé health. In three yesrs we have more then doubled the enbtire
ot Tor educstion, In three years we have more than doubled the budget

Lo ealth, Incthree years we have core then doubled the entire outlay of

tke povernment's resources in combaling whsld we ¢all poverty. A sizeable

Sws of our Federal budzet geee into that and yeb the word gees out that we
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gree more, Ve haven't done

haven'fy done nearly énough--and I couldn't
.

nearly encugh, but we have dong three times or twice as much es we did only

i

iree years ggo. And we will continue to move shead, because it's these

&

begimings that really count ard who knows of that lesson more than those

You're celebrating--whal is it--the 20th Anniversery, and in the 20 year
st you heve hed this wonderful program of the scheol lunch you have learned
£0 much, You started out with so little and it is growing so rapidly or
should I say it is growing so surely, Not alweys so repidly, but it grev
Locause you fought the good fight and you hed your ccatects in the Congress
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projected that meed Ly your letters and your words end your needs to the
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geing to have hundreds of millions, yes, billicas of new people 1o feed in
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the years ahead and we need to be thinking in {erms of the years zhesd,
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L, how vime Llies, 1 feocl every bit as good es T &id waen I ecame 20
-
Wanhd ot Yeq - v - St T T Tl s it Vel virie; 5 T i
wasaingeon, but they tell ms I'n a little older, T +nisk thatls ws ng, oub

they Gotell me I e, I oaly Imew thol I've been hore now 18 yeurs, I've

lived in the bouse that we live im in Shevy Chase lopger than I've lived in
ary house in my life, And I've never really called it heme, because hame is
< Minnesota even though I love our place out here in Washington., In fact,

time oy wife tells me moybe we ought to wove into an epartnent we have

& whele week of coolness between us, Bubt I hove a feeling thet things are

iiilions of nmew mouths o feed in the mext few yesrs and yet ; nost of

!~

thex will be in countries where they can't even presently support their

populetions or cen'™ support thelr present populations at en edequate nutriticnal

level. My fellow Americans, this great and wonderful world of ours of
technology arnd science, of rapid chenge and immovation faces the possibilit'y
of stexvation, in the midst of man's great crestive capacity.

This weuld be the worst of all sins, Because there was & time 4the

mankind cculd sterve beecause we kmew ncht voat to do, There was a time that

famine could Le the scourge of the eaxth because mon did not have the tools

or the Imowlcire Go do anything about it, Il not now, There iz a word of

seripture, "Forgive them for they kncr not what they do,"-and I think people



gre forgiven if they Xmor not what ihey do, but we do know, and we kuow
that fanine never need aszin com: tercss the face of this earth. We do know
that the preoyer of our dally breal can be g reality and nol & hope,

And T dea’t thinlk axy eiviiisciion ohist lomows that it can do these things,
=that it can banish hubzer--ean bonish fomine from the face of the eerth--I
don't think we're sver goling o be forgiven, or cver going o be in any way
gondoned. if we fail to fUILill our respersibilitics, This jawhy I amin a

¥
very Tegl sense s erucader for food for peace and fodd for freedcn and food
for people. I wanb to keep looking ab our own great neiural resources as
well as our developed resourees of Land and wabter and the secds and the tools—-

6

the technolozy of ocur farm produccrs--tc nake sure that cur blessed Ameriea

éoes its feir share., 4nd when I say, "Its fair share’ in eozbebing this evil
of kungey ang malnuirition and femire I weny to remird you vhao a fair

shaye is, 'This great Axerica of yourg xnd mine last year produccd almost

58 pereent of everytaing was produced in iz world, ILess than six percent

Cr e world's population had over 35 percent of the world's inccme, personal
inccme. Our GNP was 1/2 of the tobtel gross nabionel product of the world,

T han 200 million people here had that.,

—n i

¢lsc spread oul over the world had the rest

coaer three billion had the other half. We

So, when I hear people say "Oh,

you heve," Or I hear people sgy-=*

A5 el

we're doing too much." I say,

The cother tlirce billion somewhere

of it, Ve had helf of 1%, the
soxetines forget that,

"Remember

aChT

do %hey expeet us to doall

o e
ef iewy® I sgy--rvemember hew mmeh you zlxeady have beea given, and whether
it was given e whether 1t was esrmed--viclaver the fdcte Loy ve=--it 18 here,
AnC no noiion has more to lose in a world chzi is toram ty disscnsion end
disorder and violence taan this world--than this Amerdca,



: e, Ty | Ty | ox (o, A 1o, YO PR SN T ey sl el e o 18 &

e meed & wePld In wEleh Thers ove e condivicns thal are conducive 1o
. 3o e T st T e ) P o Yoy T - T g 3, S T
weeee and I remind you that ‘those are the words To rendmber, Conditions {hav

. - c ~ N f s ey e N1 R - -
[ -..i‘.e_\.u__o_V\.. o E}\.:'..CQ"" B, OnNg 9 TS08¢ Condinigls 18 & sag S UAue 5&1’);01:{

ol LI S, L
i ZGCE 04 TL0e.
n Jodan and Folosras Pons o 23r& said. MWhere there i Cte e
Lae Lope and Delovel rope Joln e £5I'G &ald, vLb Laere A8 consS v
X wde e Iaimensr o - "
n‘__-.vl coere 1S o ;‘..‘...Cv.
T N 1% R =T T = I - T Ll et R e B ‘ﬂt -L -
148 LIDEEy Lo pegle Ao LU 1k a2 \L.-awu‘_o..l, Aol Lo bf.'.l.. b:l:l"l... o (..a.ee :Ln
13
3 N Yt -] o e e - T oy 25 S e - F ~ - e Tl : L :
Lo Capitol of eny state or in Washingion, D. C.,--in your nation's capiltol--
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i Tenhe LIRS ZOuse O whe teh Stgtes,. 'The BhXes: O peace
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=gy very vell Be in these conditions of irjusiice; of melautrition, of poverty
S P C T o g Y oS N
isé of Gisgase and illiseracy theb descend on 2/3 of mwidkdnd, I think so,

o T ot WG LA R S} [Py = = oy - o 3T
=G Then there are evil Joreces that manipulate those condijions, o should

T enw Thed T 35 -~ AT e e S ey ot :

I sey thot uss thoss conditions f{or thelr purposcs of szgression, or for thelr
oA -y T PESROTY 2 R ] g -y
purposes of conguest, oy tieir purposes of lavlsssness
violerce or whatever else it moy be., 8o, you members of the school lunch

progran o dircciors of it--you gre nou just directors of a little locel

program in your state or loecality-—you are & pert of a vanguard, & part of

I sz one of theze Mwericans In government who believes that if we can't
do well at hcme, we'll never do well sbroad., I'm one of those who believes that
Tas ey whal you can demcnstrate what you cen do ebroad is {o demonstrate by
doing it &% hems, exd.,,.l'll pot 1% dirselly—-if you ecan't coriquer poverty here,

whet mekes you think you can do it in Africa of in Asie or if we cax't cloze the

nutriticnal ger Lere with on abundance of food ar

B

fiber such as the worlé has nevel

knovn, what mokes you think thai we can do it eny place else?
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T another way, deicstic policy ud foreign policy ere one and

. J.
~ 1T
L IJ"--U ]

l"

insepercble, You can' uulk ebouy brovtherlccd &broad exd not prectice it

= = ae NN oy = S A A RS S et ey | ey ey 3 e
here, You canact Soll ebout egual onportunity in the wordd snd mot have 1%
here, You cannot talk sbout alccuste fJood and healih and education gbrozad

and not hzwe it heze,

(U

i % R L e | S - e - Al P ERP g, ’ A e -
e have %0 sob the example heore cnd nover forget 4% and 1T you remember

.

thet then your job beccaes a very importent cme. IT Doconss 1ike being
Secrctery of State o Secretery of Defeasce ex Natiocnal Sceurity., Jou are a
pert of i, I didn's have a1l that writien down here, I Jjust decided 10 tell
you that,...eybe what we ought to sy is tkhal we saculd think of children
everywhere as we think of our cun. Scmebizmes Iz nol so cssy To Le wolerant
of adults but if wou can think of children then you get your vision and your
attitude, I think, in proper perspociive.

We need to help these developing countrics thel I 8T
with shipmsats of food, but with export of ideas and techniques from our own
exparicnce, That is how they can produce <heir own food eand fiber. Eow they
can develop their own systems of distribution and processing., In other words
seli-help, help themselves, beczuse no matler how gencrous we Americens nay
wen's to be--as you've heard I'wm sure a dozea times by now in this Conference
-=we <o not heve the capacity herc in America slone to feed all of God's

o o

ehildr oo even if w

el

were so motiveted, Ve can help--we can £ill the gap--we can

-

come in with timsly emergency ala, beb more inpertanily whet we can do 1s 1o

share ideas and technology and we cen help ohbzr couutries put thelr proper

- o 3

priority upon their food produetion, their hozlih necds and their educaticn.
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DovelopaeTy hels in Vesiizcoten, I made e miste¥e in thal sheech--
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I dida's depounce aoybedy. I soytiet o3 a Jjoke, because I'we got to be

. = TRE T e Al P e b T ey -t e ]
coreiul what I sy these dgys, I deen Tiwes just emphasizing @ point—-I

zad a pezitive messcge—-~I didn't scold any netion fox not doing its best
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peeguse I think Thal sczme neticns could ¢o much bedter, bul I did mention
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chat every indusirialized nspicn, evéry ncalbion of meodern techuclogy has a

o Ed

i

- 1 = by T b SR - A e - . * ¥y, v,
respoasibility to the lcss developed nations, Ve are our brother's keeper.
T goatd 4iadw] 1-\-«-‘-- ralirio: 1o e [y sl T RS Als S+ fe mal ssm A ot
4 GERYe SEIILE -d AL 8 _.bd.o-l 15 BT aliaieal s A Vdedala LUTa SWV WY oS Seven

&ys a'week, «nd you'll make 2 lot of mistukes then, ro use of bunching

(]

o)

ticm all up on Sunday,

ry

I think that you cught to practice these fundezentel spiritual principles

o |

I ¥now I don't come before you

= I = J Ve Nt o 3,
and try to put them into the

-

ag & gSymbol of purity ac such-=thai's why I go Vo churci-<because I need the
help that I get there, vub I do know thot thore are basic principles and
besic fundasental therapies thet we have Yo prectice~—and we are our brother's
Xeeper,

Intercslingly enough, that guestion was acver answered in the seripture,
1T wes Just @ question that ecch gepersticn s o answer and if you don't
ansger 1t dn the right way you'll £ind out whal goes wrong in the world, ° But
I wzgeat about These programs thet we talkx sboul for the developing countries.,

Z doing things. They can't be just stamped

"iWade in ke U.S.A. Use according to our dircetions,® They muet be adapted

U0 The problems of climate and weter and soll chemistry and sosicl structure,
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proposals which ars now tcfore the Congress oo the Uaitud States--10 help

oy o+ ien -
U...\'...:u.. ful} L. Lu-»-v-jruq.
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& 4o a group of young veople tae obher doy, "I I wich you'd get

(=2

es cxcited chout Scnme Of these things in Cenzress ss your do aboub Viet Ham,"

-t

;.

s o . - P T o e Sy RN o
-6 don't misunderstend me--pecplc heve & Tight to hold thelx noint of
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and I'z not one Lo 5c0ld poople Tor «xpressing thcir polnt of vicy sceause At

T desl because ityve becn CXE Dressing i

2 'O_;Jﬁ... hove mover 1aied it, Sopctime

I've even changed my own point of view, &s I've gome alorng &t lecerned, Dut
1+d like %o hove seme of my young Ifriends ond older frionds who are SO
concerncsd ahout what they belicve o be the Injustices overscas or vhet
waoy consider to be the injusticus of Amcricen policy 1o become concerncd
about their cum f£lesh and bloodi--to becose concerncd about Food for Frecdams
T haven't scen & single picket sign for the Child Hutrition Act--we need
some help, I haven't seen one for fhe demons “pation citdles--w¢ nced some
help., I haven't scen one for rent supplements, yet the biggest problenm
fecing millions of Americens todey is the inadcquacy of housing--particular
the low=income Amsricens., But I see pickets cbout Hanol end Viet Nem and
they're just eherging dall over, Now thet is finme=-I1 I hink they ought te
roverse the sign oceasionelly though, they cught to only paint them on oo

side sbout Vies Nem and paint ithem on the other side gboub Food for Freedom,

rent supploments, dexonstration eities, lcusing--~the {thirgs that really



£
affest we here ob homs, Becouse the real doct of o monts liberalism--and
sany peonle lile to cell themselves that nose which enly @ few years 8go
wes held din diczovute and aow has toaome o very honered term and I hope it
elweys will be==the resl dest of liberalisa is vhat do you think about
-covle. You're involved with people-~thcir needs--snd you're involved with
Die or you wouldn't be in this program. You're inwvelved with the lives
of pegple.
How, wefve dene & 1ot of exporuing of e vexy {8cas that you work with.
P18 Rabicaal Sehocl Inneh Prosyan oxf dedoy, fortumately, the scacol luneh

45 @ eimple fzet of life ia this cowsry. It's so gipple amd iu's so aezepted

thot somebimss poople Gean't even geb aroused over it, Lot people are unewere

of fhe yeoarz of your dedicated work ond the effert tmt want into getting
p :

the school luneh program en accopied fact of Amerdcan life, The depth and

the exvent of support for this progran from coast Lo coast--once somsbody

.

e <o o L . M .
sgems $o toueh it up o bit-=is

ol

mozt remerkable testoment 4o your achievement,
I shouzht you would like to have me make a lifle reference o fthas,

And T ¢hinke that you have hod all the demcnstretion you need that if you
Just siey cu the job--and do your job in every way--thet the government of
the people, by the people and for the people will see to it thav we have a
permanent Fatlional Schiool Iwmeh Program end I think you know thet.

Now, ihe school lunch Is & fact for many of our ehildren and yet it is
stant dream to uost of the rest of the
d, Ve'=ze only on the threchold of a rudinentery program in most of tie
developivg countries, Bub they are iaterveted and they are workinz and they

are using the techuigues thel we have evolved cover the many patient yesrs of
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tninl end crre as Lo how best we could get this job done., fnd I wend wo

melie sure that we have the food supplies to help these people with thos
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use in getting people 411 gesred up
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for scucthing--=vhen you Zeb them &ll ready ior

e
3

{ then all at onees you sgy,

Youal gyt 17 Mot
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over America
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The Caild Nutrition Act--which cught to be headline
in every litvle couniry newspeper and every oily newspaper Locause it relates
to the most precious resource--our young,., That Child I-Iuc'::'r,:.o"l Lot whiceh 1
gather was explained to you in some detail by Secretary Freeman--Le is really
a missionary for that one--will give ycu & chence to break new ground 23 well
as to consolidate well won gains,

The new programs have as their cornerstones the kind of experience thau
you have aequired in 20 years under the School Luneh Progradm, That Child
Nutrition Act didn't Just come out of thin sir--it came cul of your experience
and that's when you get good legisletion,

And I went to tell you the Congress of the United States has an awful lot
of good judgment. I am in the Executive Branech now and I wand to campliment
rmy friends in all of the Depariments and they do a magnificent job--they
have aluost impossible tasks. The ellocation of resources in this country is
the most difficult essignment that your President has, But no one has the
moncpoly on wisdom and I served in the Congress long enough (o lmow the

Congress of the United States kuows pretty well how to protect something that

has sexved the people well and how %o expond on it and develop it if you ke

'-J

.
Renember we used Yo talk sbout the missile gap, -Have you forgotien

gbout thet, or didn't thet get oub Lo where you were? You lmow, I?1l tell

el

Py 3 . o " My ~ e =neke Y & im o -
you=-there are sory of two wave lengths in America-—leshington end the rest
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neress cbout the missile gop, Ve were worried that Russia was
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threatenine our national scourity. Bul we clesed Thay gep and then saue,
T i o S e | S P T ) A PP Tt 5 o | S 2 ey e A caa P 1Y
First of all, The ged wesn'™ neayly &as big sz we Thougid 4% was, eud if iz

L TL et o o e = - 7 L = 3 AT g i e e b Y By T . -
was 4t big, welve overeame it in a short ftime; and how? By meking up ou

-
U U SSTY, VU RSO L o B SR e N L gy o
MAEAE “Bi80 Ve WERe Wiillng to do what was LLCCCEELRTY WO QO Lo close Ll gEo.

Not Ty ‘zab or yap but by ¢losing the gap, Begimaing right now to get the

ot Lerelal
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Ind then we decided there wes ooeliizen LL.."J LIl GLLS COUNLYY. wWe Sal

19

ve oed Inovam It 8 long time thay ,,ro;,l. couldn’™ have first class citizenship &

zegond class, You had o have one kind of Zmcrican or quit repeating the

Pledge of Allegiance, And make up your mind that we have learned a2 greal deal

0}

cbout the Pledge of Allegience and didn't want Yo forget it, so we decided To
close the citizenship gap. So vwe hed ore nation under God, indivisible, with

liberty and justice for all, #And we ere beginning to mean it, and we ere

beginning 1o aet like that., We closed the gap in the citizenship area,

Mew to the nudrition gap. Some people are overfed and scxne sre underfed.

I xopter how we are going to btake care of that? This is the enly nution on
the foce of the earth in which you are really ccapelled to go on = diet,
You moypeople to pul you on diegs, 2Zul we sre goinz to close thel gép. Ve

arz going %o do it because you shicwed us tle wey--not because scms governniony
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larmer said thet's the way to do it, but bscause you discovered how.

Ird as I said--we have the means, the resources, the tools © get the Jjob

for our low-income femilies,

Mony of the peo; that are betiling to see to it
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that the food gop for low-iacomz pecple or low-income level people is clos ad,

Not by just handocubs--not Ly just being mice-=bub by opportunity and training end
§

ducation--by & helping hand, Ve are still en expanding, growing, restless
combry~--hoy fortunate thet is--wilh & tremendous ronge o “unmet neede, Ve

are going tc meet every one of those needs, Naybe not in wy life time but we'll
geet them, Moin thing is to make up our minds we can do it.

But there ie one need for which there is no excuse, One ummedl need--thal
is focd. I'm pleased 1o See on your program @ cross-section of representatives
from all the ooher agencies of governmenb--the Office of Econcmic Opportunity,
the Office of Rducation, the Depertuent of Lobor and Agriculture, HE=~you'zre

yrecticelly have the entire Cabinet and they

-

getting the whole treatment, Iou
should come here, because each of these agencics have some work, some project
wvhich will effect what you erc doing or you will affect whatl those agencies
This is what we bhed in mind in our totel effort to eliminate poverty and
to wage a war on poverty. I met a fellow the other dey that sald, "Where do I
surrender?®
They ave locking for people that are surrendering old habits, old bad

practices, so thet we can once start o break that vieious cyele that holds
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et ohesw thot has held fanily wnd gemcraticn elvcr gencratvion in the prison

of moversy. We ave poing to do it by working with children, Project Head
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cavgm-Tor crcmple--Job Corps--yowz pecple. Ch, I doatt wanb to g

o

e s L ele hy 3 Tam e gy . - e oo - Ay e A T e ate Ta o gy - - - P 28 ‘- .

LEsawy < 4 o u r.-&...."}"u to h"\'—'ll Jc‘m- a4 SROW WEITE IS ‘...._.J' »._.C»‘_‘IQO wisd Ca.t-a.

- - - oy - e e ey e TN o

I o= o porent end who have never had any dissppointments with your L ved ones?
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I you hoven't, I'd 1ile o weet you in & velsphone tebth right out here,
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Vhen you have all of the sdvaniages--many of to hed everything to work with.
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Somcone said to ze the other 8z in eriticism--o real nasty letters 1
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iike Lthose every so often., They sortd of noke me cexe alive, The nasty letter

=8 = L e mels o e - T - T
s5id to me, "I wanb you to kmor that I read in the paper wiere 40 pereent of
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the Job Corp traineés or Job Corp =3a & work were dropping out," I wreole
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I went o thank you for your compliment. We haven't

nay
hod sueh & fine exdorsement of 1hls program since il starited because 100 percent
of the drop-ins werc Grop-cuts before they sterted," Cne hundred percent of
the Job Corp trainses were drep-cui~-90 pemcent of them had never been to a

dentist--85 pazcent of them hed never seen a doctor--most of toem from broken

S

-

hones--tho vietims of lack of opportunity, deprivation, Vhose fault it
I Gon't knawr;, but there they are, Bub I'1l tell you something, You kuow that
nds of these Job Corp enroliees are now golng baeck o school, They are
joining the ermed forces, passing their literscy tests, going on to college.

I heve two of then in @y office cub of five thal are eantering college this

year and those 4wo toys that are eunlering college--not one of those two boys

had ever sgen a dentist or a dochor--werc school drop~culs,
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Yoy sd girl cun heve &1l the: eduestion he or she can take,

4 1ittle leyman's sewiptuse thet I carry in oy pocket. I read
it woerever I go. Kird of nice when you geb a litile older, you cam kind of
becoie a crack on cerbtain subjects, Vhen you're younger, you're supposcd 1O
be sore flexdible, A quote frea Thomas Wolfe-~you've heoard it many times. I
thick it epmoared recently in one of the guotes in the "This Week" enclosure

in rour Sundey newspapsy orwas it "Parade, "

Thomzs Wolfe, T think, tells what American is all zbous asd what you're

Yryinz to éo and what I'am trying Sc do and vwhah I hope and pray every Amcrican

is trying 1o do. "To every zomy o »is birth, his ehixzy golden

opportunity, to every men the rigit 1o 1ive a4 to work, end 1o Ue hinself
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it. I cenz here not basically (o lecuures--surely never vo scold you--

but wo congratelate you, and above &ll, as a felloy public sexvari--to thank

you Io0r wast you are, whal you heve been Going, and pore lmportantly what you

are going o do. Thapk you very, very mucs,
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