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It is a privilege for me to address the lOth Annual 

Convention of the National Catholic Social Action Conference. 

Your challenging program reaffirms what some of us 

have known for a long time: Namely, that you are operating 

at the cutting edge of the critical social issues of our time • 
..1/:-

/... One of the most heartening developments in recent 

history has been the growing realization among men of all 

religions that the tenets of their faiths necessarily lead them =- _..... 
to confront -- and to cembat -- human suffering1 misery • -- • , =-
and injustice wherever they are found • .. 
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[ The National Catholic Social Action Conference has 

been providing, in a most literal sense, "a basis for dialogue 

between the Church and the world, 11 as recommended by 

the Vatican Cou nci I. 

' These are trying days for all people whose cause is 

social justice and human dignity. 
$ 

L..we are told that rioting and violence in our urban 

areas threaten our achievements of the past and our progress - -
of the future. -
L that 

We are tol~tre national consensus which recently 

seemed so much in favor of equal rights and ~pportunity for ... 
( -all has been weakened -- and is being replaced by a growing 

cr 
antagonism to progress in ci vi I rights. 

( We are told that our democratic system has not been 

dealing effectively with the urgent human needs which exist 

in our inner cities -- or in our rural areas. 
- % 
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~ We are told that the civi I rights movement itself is 

rent by factionalism, antagonisms, and personal rivalries --

that the unity which had been its h~JJ.mark, and source of ..... ---
strength, is slipQing away. 

(.Yes, we are told these things dai ly. And, as a resu It, 

some people believe that our march toward freedom and human 

rights has been halted --and some even see us falling 

backward. 

L.. Are the victories of 1964 and 1965 -- the legislative 

stopping point? Are the remaining problems too big to be 

solved? 

~ There is enough truth in some of these reports to t 
' 

But I know of no person who truly believes in the 

dignity of all men -- or who understands the relationship 
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between freedom for Newo Americans and otner mi nori~ies 

and freedom for every American -- who doubts for a moment 

the eventual outc~me of this struggle 

l_, Believing as I do, and confident as I am, there is 

nevertheless a need to set forth with greater clarity and vision -- . . 
why we are now experiencing these apparent setbacks when 

victory seemed so near only one year ago • 
.X~ - -L It is time to examin~ more carefully the problems 

which clearly exist. but to do so in relation to the undeniable 

progress which has been, and is sti II being, made. 
~ 

j It is, for example, ~ to face the fact that the struggle 

for human ri ts and equal opportunity is confronted with 

a crisis of confidence among many citizens of America. 

( We hear these questions asked in honesty: 

"Given the many legislative and administrative victories 

for civil rights, why are we sti II confronted with such complex 

and unresolved issues?" 
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nHave we made any progress at all toward lasting 

solutions?11 

"Where do we go from here?" 

I will not presume to attempt any final answers today 

-- even among good friends. 

But I do wish to offer severa I observations about why 

our present state of affairs has arisen -- and what this perhaps 

means to Christians committed to translating their faith into 
-~ --action in ways relevant to the social issues of our time. 
~~._--~·----

/ Today we are participants in a worldwide surge throughout 

humanity. People in many walks of life realize that the 

attainment of human values is crucial to their survival as 

individuals -- and, indeed, to the maintenance of the social 

order. 

z By human values I mean such qualities as self-respect 

and self-confidence -- coupled with a sense of respect for the 

accomplishments of others. 
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mean the realization of a sense of identity among 

individuals and groups -- an understanding of one's role in 

life and one's value to society. 

I mean the commitment to self-sacrifice -- the 

wi IIi ngness to labor for the common good even if it entai Is 

personal hardship and danger. 
oq tt-•••:ctf 

We must, of course, concern ourselves with the physical 

needs of life. 

A.(ld that is why this Administration is, to the limit of 

its resources, waging this battle on a scale never before achieved. 

L In this regard, you might be interested in knowing that 

total federal assistance to cities wi II increase by almost 

2. 5 bi Ilion dollars between Fiscal Years 1965 and 1967. 

Feder a I assi sta nee to urban areas wi II, in tact, ri s~ 
~ 

than both total federal aid and total federal spending. 
-- 7' 
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~-we understand that even this is not enough. We 

must do more. But it is also important that we understand 

how much is being done right now. 

) We also know that a truly humanized life consists of 

more than merely pos~~i ~.9.. ~dW~f~902 and _s~er. We 

know it involves primarily the chance to use the unique spiritual 

qualities which man alone possesses -- the ability to create, to 

judge, to exer:,~ .. fr~~llJ to a~~ responsibility and to 

acquire dignity and self -respect. 

/ In the terrible rioting and violence which have gripped 

our cities, we can often discover twisted and mist.a~e~ attempts 

who blindly retaliate against a society that has seemingly denied 
=-

them all chance to achieve their humanity in acceptable ways. 
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J We cannot condone or :x.c~~ this violence -- whatever 

the cause, nor can we overlook the role of hoodlums and 
~ 

agitators in certain of the disorders. We can not condone 
- ~ /1 .1.u.~~.._--

rioting ~ civil disorder, ~ 1-+· ~ 
But we can -- and we must-learn from these outbreaks 

---- . w:::z:::::....;... • 

that a major factor in our remaining problems of human rights 

is the vicious and interlocking system of the ghetto which 
.. , ....... ._.t!W i'IU''£.wlio~ 

mercilessly strips all vestiges of humanity from its victims. 
~ -·-

We can -- and we must -- learn that lasting solutions - -·--
will have to involve the chance for the people Wl o live there 

to become real persons -- in their own eyes and in the eyes ,_, 
of society. 

And this is achieved when there exists the opportunity 

to hold a meaningful and rewarding job ••• to live in a decent 

home • • • to accept the challenge of raising a family ••• to 

participate in the governing of a neighborhood, a city, or a 

nation. 
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this involves the freedom to exercise meaningful 

choice in t he vita I areas of life -- and the wi IIi ngness to 

accept responsibility for those decisions. 

As President Johnson said last weekend: ul n the law 

courts, in the city halls and school boards, in Congress and - ---
in the White House, men are constantly trying to balance 

one man's rights fairly with another's. And this entire work 

of balancing -- of seeking justice between men -- rests on 

the acceptance of responsibility among men." 

(_ This involves casting aside forever the clever and 

sophisticated techniques which sought, and usually produced, 

deadened and dependent -- yes, dehumanized -- persons. -------
~(_We must not underestimate the historical significance 

of these developments. Seldom, if ever, has a nation embarked 

on such a revolutionary course, or mounted such a massive 
~~~~~-~· ~ . 

program of consciou self-improvement. 
~- .._ .,.-.,..._ ,,.., o,.;--~ 
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~We must also understand that this revolution -- peacefu I 

and non-violent as it largely has been -- must also produce 
t - • 

instances of acute frustration and despair as expectations 

outstrip reality and performance falls short of promises. 

( To expect that such a momen~s effort could go forward 

without friction, controversy and occasional setbacks is to 

underestimate the barriers to social progress which exist in 

any society -- even one as relatively free and democratic as 

ours. 

}t But the pro~!_S.s_ ~s -~~e!:_theless real. We are moving -
forward -- and we desperately need the support and involvement . --
of persons like yourselves if this progress is to be sustained 

over the difficu It months and years ahead. 

) It is i nteresti ng to note the simi Ia r emphasis on the dignity 

of the human person in the historic encyclicals of Pope John XXIII 

and Paul VI -- notto mention the documents of the Vatican Co unci I. 



- 11 -

Let me quote just one sentence from the text of 

The Church in the Modern World, " • • • there is a growing 

awareness of the exalted dignity proper to the human person ••• -
therefore, there must be made available to all men everything 

necessary for leading a life truly human .•• " 

~ Yes, we seek the right for all men to lead a life truly 

human -- and we know this involves both worldly and spiritual 

pursuits. 

A_ The ':_~t~oupdl also stressed the importance of 

increasing the involvement and activity of the laity in these 

social issues and crises. 

This theme is sounded in many of the CounciPs documents 

-- and these pronouncements reaffirmed vigorously what had 

already become evident in recent years as the Church grappled 

with the complex forces which help shape human lives and 
"""*' ..... 

determine human history. 
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~ I remember vividly the impact which churchmen of 

all faiths made in bringing to sharp focus the moral imperatives 

which confronted the Congress during the civi I rights debate 
,.-4 . l > 

of 1964. 

) I have said from many platforms -- and I repeat today --

we could never have enacted that legislation without the 

dedicated labors of Catholic, Protestant and Jewish leaders • 
. ~.....,.. 

··-- ~ 

~ ~ the challenge we face is even more urgent 

than 1964 -- not only on Capitol Hill where a difficult struggle ---
awaits in the Senate, but also in the streets and alleys of our 

-.n~~: - n 

urban ghettoes and the roads and fields of our rural slums. 

~. For it is one thing to enact legislation which outlaws 

flagrant exa~p_les of racial di scri mi nation -- segregated hotels, -----
buses and parks -- but it is another thing to eliminate the 

more subtle and sophisticated techniques which effectively -
limit true freedom of choice in jobs, education and housing.~-

--~ ·---;-- . • - ' ____, <::::'.- . - ~---· 
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/.., It is one thing to cry "Freedom Now" on a picket 

line. But it is another to achieve true freedom in the squalid 

world of the ghetto -- where generations of exploitation have 

produced problems which no manD1-~;:'i~ a day, a 
,(.. 

week or a year -- where we see and feel the devastating impact -
of the tragic equation whci h has too often decreed that poor 

shall beget oor. that ignorance shall beget misery. 

Lu is one thing to de;and the federal government meet 

its growing responsibilities in civil rights --and it will --

but it is another to generate in our states and in our calities 

the commitment and urgency required to produce significant 

improvement in the lives of people, where they live, right in 

their communities • 

.L_ But this is the job which must be done and you are 

the people who must help do it. 
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have spoken here today of the crisis we face here at 

h~~e a~ of our re~porsiblJtt~ ingzmee~i.ea:J!~ T~ res~sibility 

does not stop at the water's edge . ..... , ., ...... < In an age where 1_cie~ce and technology have shrunk 

our physica ~~ne~g~~~ood1 no crisis is wholly foreign to u~ 

no .;_ur;: or b~~si ng is received in i s~l~tion. L!::_day responsibility 

for our fellow man in other parts of the world is inescapable. 
• 7 ?S 

!_All of you are well aware of tt'e challenge 

to the Christian conscience posed by the growing disparity .....- --I t w•t 

between rich nations and poor, the widening gap between the -· . .. . - -
affluent minority and the impoverished masses of the human 

race. 

/. Our obligation here was spelled out in bold language by 

Pope John XXIII in his encyclical Mater et Magi stra: 

''fhe solidarity which binds all men and makes them 

members of the same family requires political communities 

enjoying an abundance of materia I goods not to remain indifferent 
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to those political communities whose citizens suffer from poverty, 

misery, and hunger, and who lack even the elementary rights 

of the human person. 

This is particularly true sinc7 given the growing 

interdependence among the peoples of the earth, it is not 

possible to preserve lasting peace if glaring economic and social 
- ?'M 

inequality among them persist. 11.! l 
This concern for assisting the less fortunate peoples of 

the world in achieving dignity and self-respect has been reaffirmed 

by Pope Paul in his eloquent plea at the United Nations last year. 

~_ It was recognized by the Vatican Council which called upon the ----
entire Christian community to give special attention tot he problem 

of w_2rld poverty. {u was the central preoccupation of the ~ 
and women who met in Geneva last month for the Church and ..... 
World Order Conference of the World Council of Churches. - -
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Responding to the Vatican Co unci Ps recommendation, the ......,..,._ 

Catholic Church is now moving to establish institutions whose 

primary responsibility wi II be to educate the Christian conscience 
- I ... . • • .., . ... ... laoo£ . ..... 

on the problem of social justice6G report has been prepared for 

the Pope and the establishment of a permanent Secretariat on 
~ -r ·=---- .. ~ 

World Justice is under consideration, 0ese new initiatives --

which have been developed in close cooperation with the World 

Counci I of Churches -- are of great importance to all men 

concerned with the pursuit of human dignity. 

/_ We are, then, both ~e and ab~~-a~: participants in a 

1\ worldwide surge .througho,ut humanity\vith people long denied, .----
but who today have glimpsed the dimensions of what such a 

life entai Is -- liberty, freedom, responsibility, dignity, and 

justice. And who can doubt the ultimate outcome of this 

struggle? 



- 17 -

If we become discouraged -- or are tempted to abandon 

the fight for human dignity and social justice -- let us only . _,_ __ '""""" 
recall the teachings of Pope John XXIII as set forth in Pacem 

in Terris: 

" • . • Every believer in this world of ours must be a 

spark of light, a center of love, a vivifying leaven among his , -- -·· 
fellowmen • • • In tact, there can be no peace between men 

unless there is peace within each one of them: unles} 6hat 

is each one bui Ids up within himself the order wished by 
- . 

God." 

). You have gathered together to carry forward the urgent 

task of building peace among men, and peace within men. 

There is no more urgent -- and no more sacred --

task. 

# * * * # 
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