
DEMOCRAT! C STATE CONVENTION 

New York state, victory for the Democratic party. 

/. Our opposition wil~~eve; understand the . . L J~ 
IIi"" ~ -•••ti:.·l- ..,... hw ..... 

Democratic party. @Lg 1 

~· ' 
old Republican Tories if ~ysterious contraption that 

usually se.ems to be movt:·n in a thousand directions... • 
~~.u ~~.;, -~~~~-=~~ 

What hey don't now is at hurts them,. ..... __.... .. , ... .._ . ~- - ...... 
~& that moveri"frit in the Democratic party is /I) !/::!4 

caused by the internal combustion of creative fermen
1
t of (")~ 

.... «4. ' 

idea~1 of people vigorously committed to the proposition t~! 
~ ~ ~ 

that change and social progress are not ~ to be de_s.J!.e~/)J '1!.. h 

~ t~ a.!! necessities of 20th century America.. ~ 

I ~F'~-~~ ·~~~ . 1-hl# ~ 1'1·'0. ~ 



V~.\.1./tJ-~ H'\ ~ ~. 
~The challenge to the Democratic party of New York 

is clear and compelling. ....... ,. 
?It is to see to it that~ Empire Sta!2, r~ins the 

role of national leadership which it rightfully has held in 

the past -- and that it does sa by moving forward to meet the 
--=. 

challenges of the future while restoring the human values of 

tit-

rngst gt thg AI"' Altil I ; d!ii! TJA)' 8f tMO ole 

,oger a• ••ll('r\U#J~UI ~ f.4u_a ;._-
/..It is endowed with abundant material resources,, ..,.,,;;u 

.But far more important, it is endowed with ._.h .. u..,... __ 

resources.f New Yokk, throughout its history, has held its 

position of leadership because of its enterprise and its talented 

and imaginative people -- the builders of rai I roads and can a Is ••. -------
the immigrants lifting themselves upward in the heart of the 

city ... the founders of religi,ous, educational and cultural --
institutions .•• yes, and its politi ca I leaders . 

.. 
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"Now, again, thz time~ call for enterpris~ for talent 

for imagination -- and above all, for progressive political 
-===,_.~ n 1 r* , .. 

leadership. 

£rhe ~ is o~ •• for !ew Y~k to become a 

principal partner in the Great Society -- the initiator and .. ... ...... 

means programs, policies, and 

projects locally inspired, Jocally developed, locally administered -­

but with a broader design that includes state and regional .. -
development, backed and supported by federal assistance and • 
resources. 
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i. 'loticzt~!!.ili•;; means modernizing gov~rnm,ent, =z 
strengthening the economy -- at all levels -- and doing it 

in terms of modern needs and tutu re requirements, -...-~.,.,.-~ 

" New York has in the p~st given this nation great 

leadership. 

"-.. It has been a laboratory of social experimentation. 

' You have dared to try not only new ~cwts of -
government, but new ideas for better living. 

~ But the flood tide of chan~e has over helmed many 

of the political and social institutions designed for another day. 

L_ Revolutions in science and technology have been 

joined by a revolution of rising expectations among our own 

people ...... 

~~There~ a human revolution underway_ 

.. I The tensions and pressures in our urban centers A -- --
are its symptoms. 
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L..Poverty that was hidden in the hills and the rural 

areas of a half century ago has now accumulated and --
concentrated in our cities. 

L, Racial prejudice long endured in shame and pain 

now stands exposed before us. 

LPoverty is not just the problem of the poor; it is ... 
the cancer of America. 

L The s~ is not merely the problem of the cities; 

it is the rot of a nation. -L Transportation and traffic congestion are no longer 

just the worry of the police department and the city father~ 

but the costly clot in the arteries of our national economy. 

Lrollution of water and air -- only a few years ago a 

subject of academic discussion -- is now a threat to the health 

and welfare of our entire people. 
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L. These and many other problems are the tragic 

inheritance of failure and delay by public authority and 

--private enterprise. 

t_our system of democratic government and our free, 

competitive economy are challenged as never before. 

L The times call for boldness, for experimentation 

yes, for daring at every level of government and in the -
private economy. 

~~ The answer to our ills is not just more help from 
• 

~ashi~to'} but self-help-~ 
j_ We need a renaissance of state government, a 

revitaliza ·on of I cal government an private initiative. 
~A. 

--~!1!-!!~!!!'~does not meanA stron~ 

powerfu I federal government -- aiding, comforting, propping 
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L Federal aid, to be effective, must be mana9ed and 

used in a political and social environment that is conducive 

Now the people of New York have the chance for a 

to cope with the problems of the r*tllf:M;;;=.a 
LJ.ou have the chance, through reapportionment, 

for fu II and fair representation. 
c ~ 

L,. But what is more, t~ll.l!!!! .......... ~ ... 
chance for political leadershi 

1' to work, 



-8-

/1 n Washington you are represented by li bera I, 
~ ~ II/4A'.Aw-

progressive Congressmen. A We need moreA "Democrats in 

the New York state delegation. 

"You are represented, too, 

.,.,......,~ 
by a United States ,. ___ _ 

Senator -- the honored son of a great family ••• the devoted 
...... .. 
and trusted brother of our late beloved President. •• a gifted 

and talented eublic servgnt Senator Robert Kennedy. 

L Now the people of New York have the chance for 

new leadership in Albany -- leadership by a man who has 

devoted his life to the service of the people of New York. •• 

. .t,. a man who possesses the qualities of integrity and 
_..Le 

vision, of compassion and activism so,.needed to make the 
(A.~., .... ..;;t:_ 

revolution of rising expectations a positive human 1 ' ;o ••• 

I mean leapershjp by Frank O'Connor, the next Governor of 

the State of New York.., 

(The people of New York, before this campaign is over, 

wi II recognize in Frank O'Connor what the people of New York 
~ILwa;L, 

City have already seen -- that Frank O'Connor is a...liberal; 
~ > N 
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he is a
1 

progressi vej he is a man who wants to help those .u- . bl" who need help; he is i man whose whole record 1n pu 1c " ~u~ . 
life demonstrates that he means wha! he says, tl ~ · 

~The Bible says: "If the trumpet give an uncertain 

sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle." 

LLet there be no uncertain sound. Let the call be 

clear and loud. 

L.. 1 ask that you make this campaign _ _.. ... 

this state, but for the entire Democratic ticket. 

~I ask you to return to Washington the Democratic 

Congressmen who have helped so much to mould the 

historic programs of the past five years, I ask you to win 

new Democratic seats in the Congress. 

i.. "Let us begin," was the challenge of President John 

F. Kennedy. 



-10-

"Let us continue, " was the charge to a grief-

stricken nation of President Lyndon Johpson • 

.J.L We did begin. We moved this country forward 

out of the doldrum~ "f4c,._ ~ • 
~And we have continued., We have broken through 

with new ideas .•• we have broken through with new laws 

and Rrograms ••• we have broken through with a depth of 
0 

commitment that could not have been imagined a few short 

years ago • 
• 

./.. Yes, we have made an all-out national commitment 

to the education of our children. In the past three years 

we have more than doubled our federal investments in 

education. 

~Yes, we have broken down old barriers of racial 

d
. . . t• d . . t• ~ «~· ~ ( ,, C/,.... 
ISCrJml na 10n an lnJUS ICe. 1/()~(t~ '1 ff() 

~ Yes, we have set to work to solve the enormous 

problems of our growing and sprawling metropolitan areas. 
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best minds, the most advanced te~hniques to the task of 

finding i nteqr~d, s"-stematic soLutions to the encrusted 
~ - -· -

problems of~ metropoli sr-

( Yes, we ~~~ward~dication of 1ja govertY 

that takes S'!.!lL\Ih a toll1those afflicted by it and of those 

who must carry its burden. 

I (Yes, we have transformed a coj{l and hearue:;s 

immigration policy into one that is just, h-e and 

progressive. 

"Z,_ )- -r-::·,.., l\WA' ,,_.,.).. 
"' Y_;s, we 1£ tts sd q ste hospital,~ 

medical care rur fathers and mothers; we have resolved 

to defeat illness and disease which bring loss to our economy, 

wAist "i pain to trw&!~~; the past three years 

we have more than doubled our federal investments in health.~ 
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L Yes, we have helped create an economy of gJ;IDVth 

and justice -- an econo~y of more.Jobs) higher salaries 

and wages, greater investment and profit. •. an economy able 

to s~ain our responsibilities betli h 'fj;!p'ffi;/a~ 
peace and security in the world. 

~ (_We have had five years of a~! on, o,! gr<!wth, of 

change, of social progress,. "JO). wt:.PJAJ.~*-ft6,'-fti.U 
- ------ /a.ta.61' ~ _,_ , 

We began. We continued. And we have done well. 

" But we are a peoplE] we are a party never satisfied ..• ~~ 

restless in our search for the fu lfi II ment of America •s 

;om~e. '
4 :!Jatu ,..J. ~~ ~fdi I( ~ ~ .1 0:_ A - ~ J... Now we must march og, A. We have the means --

there is no doubt;bol it, I!Ji~J.. is the richest and most 

powerfu I i on earth. There is only the 

question of our will. •• of our determination to wage our 

peaceful revolution for the many, even though the few may 

'1; 1( 
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~ Life in our cities can be more than steaming 

asphalt and crowded tenements ... more than filthy air and ......... --
polluted water ... more than clogged highways and congested 

streets ... more than bursting schoolrooms and underpaid ,.J.J,~ 
teachers ..• more than violence and hopelessness and 

di scri mi nation and hate and despair ... more than 

temporary materia I satisfaction .• 

L The way lies open to bu i ld a soci e!Y in which the 
szr a 

human values, above all, count uppermost. J ~.J 11,. , .. ~ .,. .... ,... .. ~ 
~ The way lies open to citiea,filled with green and jCt"' 

open spase ... to transportation that is sal} comfortable, -J.. 
rapid ... to neighborhoods once more fi lied with neighbors ... -
to schools and universities that truly care about the future 

of our children ... to rural areas, towns, cities, suburbs - .... 
where people -- because they are citizens, because they are 

• 
peC£1e -- can live together in harmony and cgoperation, no 

-ILL ...-

matter what their age, the color of their skin, their religion, - . 
or their last name. 
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L Some 21 years ago a great American President... 

a former Governor of New York. •• a man who was true to 

his party, his conscience and his country, sat at his desk 

in Warm Springs, Georgia to write an address he was never 

to deliver.. That address was to have been given at a 

Jefferson Day dinne~~ 'f' 
L Franklin Roosevelt wrote then, on the unfinished 

page, the words that serve as our challenge today. 

L"The only limit to our realization of tomorrow, u 

Franklin Roosevelt wrote, "wi II be our doubts of today4 Let 

us move forward with strong and active faith. 11 

j Let us then -- as Democrats, as men and women who 

believe in liberalism and ~cial progr.ess -- mo .. :t.-e.,;fo=r=w=arrd.,w 

### 



0 

144 

VICE ·PRESIDENT HUBERT H. llUMPHREY: Thank you 
. . , . . . -

'7 . 
very much, Ambassador Harriman, Senator kennedy, and 

your next. Governor, Frank 0 1Connor. (Applause.) 

Very Distinguished Comptroll r, Arthur Levitt, 

(Applause.) Mayor Frank Sedita (Applause.) • 

Your most ablad and talented State Chairman, 

John Burns (Applause.), your d!stlngu:tshed Chairman of 

this Conv•ntton, As.sembl;yman Percy Sutt-on (Applause.), 

Members of the -- that is Democratic Mem~rs 

of the N w York Delegation to the Congress of the Un.ited 

States and Members of the New York te g:ts lature. 

First of a 11, may I eltpress my thanks to each 

and every one of you for this very generous and warm 

welcome. 1 just said to my friend, S nator Kdnnedy, 

that we are saving a 11 of those s :tgns that say, "We leome 

to Buffalo, Humphrey," and on tbe other side we are 
... 

putting, "We·lcome to Minnesota, Kennedy," for next week. 

(Applause.) 

!his ts what w ca 11 the exchange program and 

it does a great deal to build understanding and friend-

ship. Your distinguished Senator, Senator Robert Kennedy, 

will be the main speaker at one of our .largest civic 

events in Mf.nnesota a week from this coming Saturday. 

We call it t:urkey day out the·re and I want the Senator 

to know it is really Democratic Day and thos• turkays 
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that he sees running down tthe street next week, those are 

just Republicans escaping the De10ocratic avalanche. 

(A pp 1B use • ) 

I hope that Senatc>r Henne dy brings to my State 

a spirit of unity nd understanding just as this great 

Oonv ntion is bringing to its Democratic party in the 
. - . 

State of New York• a new spirit of unity and understand­

ing and on to vicCc>ry. (Applaus• .) 

It is good to be here. lt is good to be in 

th State that had the jud~ent :tn 1964 to give Lyndon 

Johnson a majority of over 1 1/2-million votes. That is 

good judgment. (Applause.) 

It is good to be in Erie County wheN you gave 

him a 200""'thousand majority. (Applause.) 

It !s good to be in the State where every 

County saw the light and vot•d for the Democratic ticket 

in 1964. (Applause •) 

It is good to be in the State that had the 

goOd judgment to send to the United States Senate one 

of {ts most effective spokasmen and one of the most 

articulate leaders, Robert kennedy. (Applause.) 

If my arithmetic is right, twenty-seven hard-

hitting, hard""Work!ng progressing Democratic Congressmen. 

(Applause.) 

1 come to New York somewhat over-awed by the 
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fantastic political history of this, the Empire State. 

1 e-01118 to you with good Democratic credent!a 1s. l alii a 

son of a Democratic father who led the fight in the State 

of Sou'll Dakota in 1928 for Alv!_n Smtth for President of 

tlui United States. (Applause.) 

I cast my first vote for Franklin Delano 
- . ... -~ 

Roosevelt in 1932 and I cast four of them for him and I 

would have east f!ve, if he needed it. (Applause.) 

'I am anAl Smith, franklin Roosevelt, llarry s. 

'truman, Adlai Stevenson, John P. Kennedy. Lyndon Johnson 

Demoarat. (Applause.) 

Now, you may ha~ other labels for your kind 

of Democrats but X will te.ll you ons thing, I found out 

that if you wan# to have progressiv laadarship in this 
~ -- -

country, the odds are a hund-red to one that you will find 

it in the :J)emocrattc Party. (Applause.) 

So in the spirit of this great State and in the 

memorable words of th great song, "Happy Days Are Here 

A gain," (Applause.) 
... 

l can feel it and I can smell tt, victory, 

victory is in the air. (Applause.) 

Victory ls fo-v r, ·vf.otory ts in New York 

State for your Governor and your State ticket and victory 

througnout the nation for !residant Lyndon Johnson's 
. . 

G~at: Socl•ty programs and its many supp.oi'ters. (Applause . j 
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Now, 1 would lika to have just: a few moments 

of silent meditation and vocal reference to the opposi-

tion party. (Laughter.) 

l want to aka a moment out of respect for thos• 

that have pass•d on or for th-OSe that are close to f.t. 

(Laughter.) 

Our oppositi.on pa y has many troubles. Time 

does not pel'Dtit m to list those manif-old d{fftculttes. 

lt will nev>er., nevar undel'Stand either America or the 

Democratic Party. 

It cantt undlrstand our party because the 

J).emocratl.c Pa~y is just t.oo lively. too active, it wants 

to be where the action is and lt is too modern for them. 

'For the old Republican Party, the Democratic Party is 

the mysterious contraption that usually seems to them 

to be moving f.n a thousand directions. 

Now, imagine how contusing that must be for a 

Republican that kn·ows only thztee positions and directions • 

standing still, spinning counter-clockwise or moving 

backwards. (Applause.) 

In this instance tt ts what they don tt: know 

that hurcs the.m because all of this movement in the 

Democratic Pa::t"ty and you have plenty of it here, :ts 

cautted by the lntemal combustion of creatlv• ft1'1l18tnent 

of new tdaas, of vigorous people who e-Otlllllitted to the 
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opposition that change and social progress are not only 
to be dasiwd but 1!~y are the n cess:t.ttes, th 

in•vttable neeessit:! s of tM 20th century. 
,r 

t am here today t ·o talk serious business with 

you. this eould be a moment of laughter and lev!.ty but - ' 

t be l.teva that eha palltics of the ~otrt. ls the most 

serious business that confrones a free nation. '!h . 

challenge to the Dem-ooratle lat-ty of New York is ct.ar 

and oompe llin.g. You len ow lC:, 1 know f.t and th• Nat ton 

knows it • The Nation wondla·rs what tt f.s that a State 

that gave huge ma3nrities to Democratic Pre.al.a.nt, that 

sends d!stf.ngutshed rep s.-ntatt•es to the Congress that 

are Democrats and th 1:. n elect a majority of the 

Ass mbly. the Nat :Lon wants to know why don 1 t you • t.ct 

a Democratic Gowl.'inor and I think they are going to get 

tM ans• r tn s year. (1. ppla use • ) 

rh• cha l~nge is to s•• through it that this, 

the Emp:t.N Sta1:e, once again reptns the role of nationa 1 

laa&t~ahlp whiCh lt rightfully has l}eld in the past and 

that tt does so by moving forwaJ"d to meet ~h• challenges 
~ - .. ~ .. 

of th4t future whlla at the same tlma restoring the human 

values of the past. (Applause.) 

Your- state of N•w York is r:t.chly blessed, oreso 

than many nations. It is endowed wlth abundant materia 1 

resouroea, magnificent land. foNst, water, but far moM 
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important, it is endowed with !nv luable human resources. 

New York, throughout its history, has held lts .. 
. , 

position of leadership bit cause of its enterpr-ise, . because - . ~ ~ . ' 

of its ~alanted and imaginative people, the builde-r of 

industry, of railroad and canals and the immigrants 

lifting themselves upward :tn the heart of the City and 

th founders of rellgiou , eduQationa 1 and cuttura 1 

institutions that are the envy of the world. 

Yes, New York has held its position of leader­

ship, because of its gifted p litica 1 leaders, too. 

Now, agafn !n this year 1966, the time f.s 

called for enterprise, for ta!A!tnt, for lm g!nation and 

above all, progressive, and I underscoxte the word 
. . 

progressive 1eadershlp that happened ttlday on this plat­

form. ~pplausa.) 

The way is open for New York to become a 

prtnolpa 1 factor in the Great Society, the !nit:l.ator, 

the lnnovat4r, th trail bla&J r for the J'eSt of. the 

nation. 

New York St.ate can became the shO'I;fcase, yes, 

the gHat governments 1, polltica1 ptwivate showcase tn 

our country. 

The pol:l.tf.ca 1 sc.ienttsts have a tem today 

that they use to de fine what they ca 11 the new concept 

of gov.rnment:. !h y call lt al'8 tive federalism. What 
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it r9a lly means is ·dynamic, responstv , r.sponslblA 

governm nt bas•d on e ffectlve, timely eooparatf.on bti:tween , ' 
- .. 

~ ~- ; 

a 11 levels of government. It m ans bett•r state nd. · · 

loea 1 government. It means, yes, generous f.edel'al aid 

where it is needed and eff9ct:lve local adndnlstration 

when it is raqu!rad. 
- P" • -

It means programs, policies, and projects 

1oca lly inspired, locally developed, locally administered 
- - .. -·· ·:... ... -

but with a broader d*sign that incl.u&as state and 

regional development, backed and supported by generous 
.... . ~ --

fltdera 1 assistance and resources. 

That is the kind of dynamic government that 

this party is ta lldng about end offers to elul people of 

New York and to the people of thf.s nation. lt means 

modernizing your government:, strengt:henlng the economy 
. .. 

at every leva 1 and doing f.t in teripS of' modern day means 

and future requirements. 

Ladles and Gentlemen, Democrats old and young, 

this ts the aha llfinga facing this party and unless the 

Democratic Party bestirs itself, unless this party rises 

to that challenge to make government1 ~•po.nsibt..l and . " 

responsive to make it progressive and meanful to serve 

the people and to give tangible results, nd unless it 

does eo, f.t can't -win. If it does so, it will inevitably 

win. (Applause.) 
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You have been a 1abora1:ory o£ soeia1 llxper!-

mentation. 

You hava dared to try not only new concepts of 

government but more importantly, new ideas for better 

living. 

My fellow Americans, let 1s face it, things 

have changed. 'l'he flood-tida of ehange has overwhelnied 

many of the pol:tt tea 1 and a ocf.a 1 institutions of this 

State ana others das ign d for au other day. 

State Constitutions, state laws, even state 

offices are oftentf.mes tota 11y outstepped with the 

requirements of the modem as • Revolut.!ons in science 

and technology have been Joined by revolution. of rising 

expectations am~g our own ~op1e. E."ry public office 

holdGr and anyone that seeks to be a public office 

bolder needs to know theN is a human revolution under 

way. ople want to have their own way of l:tfe. l:'eople 

want self-identity, people want a sense of se lf-ttes pe ct 

and human dignity and it is the responsibility of a 

pol!t:lca 1 p rty such as ours to halp provf.de that help~ 

(Applause.) 

The tensions and pressures ln our urban centers 

that we all know so ltell are symptoms of what I speak of. 
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·poverty that was h:td~n in the hills and the 

rural areas of a half-a-century ago bas slipped awat from 

its c.onters an4 has now accumulated and concentrated in 

our cttl«s. 

Racia 1 prejudice long :ndured !n shame and pain 

now stands e¥posed in :U:s ugl!rurss be fore us. l'he P-OVe~y 

ls not Just t:he prQblam of the poor, lt is the cancer. 
• • .... v • 

tba malignancy of America. Th• s 1um :ts not ma~ ly the 

problem of. the cities, tt le the rot of a nation. 

transportation and tra file ccOngestion ar~t no longer jtast 

t:he worry of t .he Mayor o.r the Pt'Jlice Department, tha City 
·~ . - - - . - ~ . ' 

Jatlutrs, but it is the costly clot, yes, the dange-vous 

clot ·tn the arte:P.!e·.s of oul;' -nat!ona 1 ec.onomy. 

Pollution of water and a17 only a few yea~s 

ago a subject of aoademtc dlso\l$slon fs nOW! a threat to 

the hett lth and we 1£are of our entire people. these. and 

many other prablems are the tragic inheritance of failure 

and delay by publiCJ authority and private enterprize. 

The truth is that our entire system gf lJelDtterat:te 

Gov-ernment and ·f.ree ente.rprt~e are cha 11enged as nev•r 

before. 

'lb. times as 11 fol' boldlui:ss. The titnls ca 11 

for experimentation - yes, for daring at every lttvel of 

governmen• and in the private ec:anomy. 

let me be manifestly clear that the answ:r to 
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all of our ills is not just more help fram Washin~on 

but also lnclu&Js s lf•help. 

We need a rennaf.sance, a rebirt:h ~of stat• 

government, a r.vitalie tlon of open. gove~nt and 
.. - ·~ . -

private lnlt:lative. You see - a good gOW"l'l\mllnt does 

not mean a ~_rong, powrfUl federal government aiding, 

comforting, p~opping up . ak, obsolet-e, ln•ffecttve 

state and lo-ca 1 government. 

Modern American government raquil'es partner-

ship of efforts with each partner fulfilling his own 

duties and responstbil:ttles and each partner to be 
•. -

equtpped to beat- his own share of the load end that is 

what Jt-ank O'Connor ~nts New York State to 't. able to 

do. (Applause.) 

Yes, Mr. O'Cvnnor knows that federal aid to be 

• ffectiv lDUSt be manapd and used and applied in 

po1itica 1 and &ocia 1 environment that is productive of 

otion nd results and not to the proe2'aatinat!on and 

th t is why a Democratic Adm1nlstrat1on in Albany, New 

York, ts needed co work With a Dlamocratic A cbin!st:rat!on 

in Washf.ngt:on, D. e.. (Applauae .) 

You pe opla pere in New York haqe a grt~~at 

opportunity. You haw the ehanoe for a new constitution 

which can provide the fratnew'Ork needed to cope wtth 

these probleuts • 
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You ha_ve a chance through reappo~ionment for 
·- .. - . . . . ~- ~ -~~ 

full and lair r.f:prasentation at long last. 

But what !s more and what is most important 

is you have the chance for politics. 1 leadership, ready 

and able to go to work in friendly partnership with 

loca 1, stat:e and fedem 1 government, and that is what 

it takes to get a nation on the mov • 

In Washington you are repres.-nted by libera 1, 

progresstv· Cong~ssme.n - by the way, we can use a few 

more such Democrats in the New York Stat Delegation. 

(Applau • ) 

And as t told you on this plat form you a~ 

repres•nted, too, by a United S·t t s nator·, eh 

honored son of a great family, th devoted and trusted 

broth r of our late be loved Presi-dent, a gifted and 

talented publ!a servant, Senator aebert Kennedy. 

(Applaus .) 

That is your Washington beat. 

Now, the people of New York have a chance for 

new leadership in Albany, leadership by a man who has 

devoted his entire life to the serviee of the pa,ople 

of N w York, by a gentleman who possesses the Qual!~i•s 

of integrity and yis1,on of compassion and action so mueh 

needed to m Ice tbEi revolution of rising •x~otatlons a 

possible human achievement here in your State nd I ~ an 
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none oth•r than leadership by Prank o tconnott, th• rutllt 

Governor f the State of New York. (Applause.) 

Mak* no mistake about lt. Th• piOple o! New 

York b8fore this campaign is ovar will recognize in hank -- -
O'Connor what the people of N w York City have ~tl8ady 

seen for many years. They Will see that Jrank O'Connor 
. - ~ - - . . . .. 

is a constructive libera 1, he .ls a pz-.o~ss:tve, he is a 
. - ' - . . -

man who wants to help thos.e who need help and he ls a msn 

whose who18 rec,ord in public a fe demonstrates that he 

means what he says. He keeps h:l.s word. (Applause.) 

I thlnk by nw you have oaujlt the idea. 

I like Frank O'Connor and I am sure that the people of 

Ne York like him, too. (Applaus .) 
, ... 

lAt me pause for a moment to add a little 

s cri ptura 1 a dmonlt :f. on. The Bib lAl says, "If the trumpet 
- -

give an uncertain sound, who shall prepaH himself to the 

batt I.e." 

My fellow. Democrats • you write that down on 

your coat sleeve, in youl' notebooks, on the back .of yOQr 

hand, put it someplace so that ev ry day you can read it. 

because the ans r to victory is: tAt there be no un­

certain sound. Let the c . 11 be clear and loud nd my 

a.11ow De111ocrats, pl'epare yourself for the poltt1ca 1 

battle of your life, because you are going to he~ve one. 

(Applause.) 
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1 c oa here as a frten d, a fellow edt l .cen • 

a fe llw Democrat, a represenutf.w of your admintstra· 

~ton in Washington, your Vice-Jrastdant, and 1 cbaitt here 

to ask you that you make this 04mpaign a unf.ff.•d, all-out 
- . - -

• ffort to restore Democrat:lc leadership tn Albany, New 

York. (Applause.) 

Unity doesn ·•t mean that you have t-o have 

unanlm1~y .. Yea don't have t:o agree on everything. t£ we 

did, wa would a11 have the same coats and the sama wife. 

(Laughter.) 

Unity needs room for differences but it 

imposes a rresponsi.bilf.ty for the achievement of cOJ:Dtnon 

objectives. 'We are not asking the Democratic Party to 

march f.n goose -step in unanimity. 1 am askb1g the: 
- - . - .. 

Democratic Party to aet like Democrats, to get out and 

speak up and ~t out and fight to win :tn November. 

(A pp 1a use· • ) 

1 am asking you to cam f.gn in unity and in 

high ho}.llls • not only for the next Governor of this State, 

but fol' the entire Democratic ticket, when you have sat 

on that ticket, and go to wol:*k. 

I want to teLl you right now if you Will spend 

as much tlme working as you do discussing what ought 'f;o 

be don , the Republicans wcm tt have a chance in this 

State • (Applause.) 
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I ant asking you on-ee again to return to 

Washington these good Demoeratic Congrass•n who haV. 

helped s D much to mold the htst:-ori-G programs of the past 

f1 ve l"!ta rs • 

I ask roa to win new lemoeratlc •••~• in the 
• 

Congress. 

111At us be gia, 11 s the challen~ of heetdent 
... 

John F. ~nn dy. 

11~t us cont:inue .," was the charge tG a grief-
. -" ~ 

stricken nation of President Lyndon Johnson. 

My filllow Americans, we did begin. We did s-t 
thls C9unt:ry moving forward out of the doldl:'utns of 

Republt~an r.cesston. 

We have continued. We haV' no1: faf.lAad in our 

ftsponsi'bf.llties. We have broken through W:tth new ideas. 

We have broken th~ougb. with new laws and programs. 

We have broken through with a dept.h of c-Ommit­

tn nt that could not have been imagined a ftlw shox-t years 

ago. 

Hay l say this, my 11..,.ra 1 friends • n have 

passed more liberal legislation in th• past flve yaara 

than 1n che preceding flft.y. (Applaus• ~) '.., 

'tes-t-we have macltl an a ll•out n tiona 1 commit­

ment tu the education .of our children~ In the past t.hree 

years n have more than doubled our federa 1 tnwstments 
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in education. 

Yes, we have brolqan down old barriers of racia1 .. 

dlscrlmtnation and injustice and land-mark legislation 

has bean ad-opted. The Clvll Rights Act of 19:64 and the 

Voting Rights Act: of 1965 and with your help the Civil 

Rights Act of 1966. (Applause.) 
,., 

Yl s, w have set to work to solve the en OI'Olous 

problems of our growing and sprawling metropolitan areas. 

We have ere ate d a new ra 1 department of housing and 

urban deve 1opment. 

We ha~e east and p~o•lded great supplements 

for our low•income famtll.es. We re now mobilizing our 

resources, our best minds, the most advanced techniques 

to the task of finding integrated, systematic solutions 

to the •ncrusted problems of natropolis, the great 

metropolitan area. 

We are n,ot running away from responsibility. 

We are seizing lt. We are ve.leoming the opporeunf.ty to 

face up to responsibility. 

Yes, haVi worb.d t'OWard •radicatf.on of a 

dts,ease as old as mankind, povez-ty, that takes so high 

a toil on ~bo&e afflicted by lt and of t 'hose Who must 

oa rry its bur&tn. 

Yes, we have trans fo'l"l'D8d a cold nd heartless 

immigration policy into one that ie just • hulll8ne and 
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progressive. 

Yes, we are providing hospita 1 and nursing 

home and medical care un~r Socia 1 Security for our 

fathers and our mothers. 

We resolve to defeat illness and disease which 

brings tragic loss to our econOIJly and unbelievable paln 

to our loved ones. 

In the past thae years this administration bas 

m-ore than doubled its investments in health care, in 

he a lt h prota cti on • 

We have he 1pec1 create an economy of growth 

and justice and opportunity, an eoonomy of more jobs, 

higher salaries and wages, greater investment and 

profit, an economy able to sustain our responsibilities 

at nome and an economy able to sustain our commitments 

for ace and security abroad. We can do both• we 

A me ri cans • fl. pp 1a use • ) 

It adds up to this: You ask fo-r action and 

you have a-otion, five years of action, ~£ growth, 

changes and social progress and I ask this great Conven­

tion using this platform to remind this nation, don 1t 

let the 90th Congress become in our tim.e what the 80th 

Congress was lu its time. 

Uit •s not let anything interrupt this forward 

prog-ress this nation bas made and that means a DemocratiC} 



.. 

0 

0 

0 

160 

Congress •lecte d in 1966 and a Democratic Administration 

across this land in the State Houses o£ Amt~trica. 

We accomplished many things and we have been 

t .rue to the fate. We began with Jobn 'F. Rennedy and we 

haV'e continued with Lyndon Johns on. 

W• have dona well but we are a peoplAt, we a ret 

a party n ve~ sat is f:ted with yeste~day 's goa 1s. We are 

restless ln our s•arch for fulfillment of America 1s 

promises and America's promise is simple and direct: 

"Llbel'y and justice for a 11." That ls our pr:omise. 
~ 

NOW', we must march on and we have the tneans 

of resources. There is no doubt about it. 

Ours is the richest and most powerful nation 

on the face of this ea1:"th. There is only one question 

that needs to be ans•red, The question d! our 'Will, of 

our determination to wage our ~aceful revolution for 

tM many, even thPugh few may be satisfied. today, 

1 c:ome to this great assembly to te 11 you that 

we can make the promise of equal opportunity for a 11, 

with l!be·rty and just:f.C4i for a 11 a reality 1n our life-

time and indeed, we must do so, and we n ed to start 

it right here in. New: York State. (App1aus4!t.) 

Life in our Cities can be more than steaming 

shpha lt and orowde d. teneants. 11: can be more than 
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filthy air and polluted water, more than cl,ogpd high-

ways an4 cQtgested streets, more than burscing sChool­

rooms and underpaid and too few tea~P,.rs, more t:ban 

vl~lence and hope lessnass and disc~imination and hate 

and despair. Yt can be a lot moN than eemporary 

mat.-ri 1 sa tis faot:ion. 

The way lies o~n tct Americans all to bull.d a 

society, America the beautiful, in which human values 

above all c;tount most. 

The way lies open to i1it:l.es a live with ln4us­

try and •eonomlc progress filled with greean and open 

space, t• transpo.rt:atton that is sa .fe, COillfOX'tabla, 

rapid; to neighborhoods on.ce more f1118d with nt,ighbors; 

to schools and universities that truly care about the 

future of our children; to rural areas, towns, cities, 

suburbs wbere peol)le, good people, because they are 

citizens, because they are people who can live together 

in hal'mony and cooperation, no matter what thtlf.r age, 
- . 

the color of their skin, their religion, or their last 

name. 

thls is What New York means to America. This 

ls what Amertca means to the world. 

'!his ls what Line-oln lll8ant when he aid, "Amer-

"' lea is the last, l:Mtst hope on earth," and bllt 1s maintain 

that high hope for ourselves and for our country. 
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(Applause • ) 
-

I leave you toclsy with a historic r.ference 

to a great ~-s!d&nt, a gHat New Yorluar, great 

Covernor of this State, a great human ita rf.an and a great 

Democ~t~ always a Demoont. (Applause.} 

A Democrat who fought out his problems and 

wishes and filled it in his party. (Applause.) 

Soma twenty-one years ago a gf'8at American . .. -

President. a former Governor of N$w York, a men who 
·~ 

as I said was true to his party, h!s conscience and his 

country, sat at hf.s desk in Warm Springs, Georgia, seek­

ing to recover some of the health and vitality that he 

so richly des•rved and he sat at that desk to write an 

address he was never to deliver, because he was tak$n 

from us and it ppears that the pen litera 1.1y fell from 

bf.s hand as h was wri.tlng that address which was to be 

given at a Jeffers .on Day dinner to the Democrats f.n th4 

Spring of 1945. 

The great and btloved Franklin Roosevelt wrote 

than Qn the unfinished page, the words that sew as our 

cha llen.ge and our chapga today. 

Lt tan to these prophetic words, let them sear 

into youx- soul and mind and into your htiart:. Mak8 tbem 

your c:re.d as citizens, partisans and as Americans. 

J'ranklin Roosevelt even at the moment of his 
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· death called on A.mericans to understand "The only limit 

l , 
I to our rea lizacion of tomorrow will be our doubts of 

today. Let us move forward with strong and active 

faith.·~-

My fellow Americans, a President who was sure y 

a casualty of conflict and overwork, if he could have 

that fondest , faith in A.merica, if he could call upon 

us to erase our doubts, if he could ca 11 upon us to 

ha ve a otlva ancl a r on faith tn oae c.U. f ·lou 1tl h oul'l 

of war, why should we not have that same faith 

hour ·upon hour of wealth and responsibility, so let us 

then as Democrats, as men and women who believe in 

liberalism and ' s ocia 1 progress, let us move forward, 

move forward with President Lyndon Johns on and move 

forward with Frank o•connor with a strong and active 

~ . 

1. 

faith tb bring the victory that we justly deserve . :from 

the record that we have established in public settvice ~ 

Thank you • (.\pplause,. cheerin·g and · 

demonstration '•) . 
I 

c 
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