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| Z | am delighted to be back with sp many good friends.

A

v

Z | did not come here today to tell you that you never a

had it so good.

y j | did not come to criticize or to lecture.

A
& hage come £ ks B Siank you, on Betlfof i
President, for a job La doanﬁ‘
A have come to thank you for your Eatience[{naﬂ’

A | have come to thank you for your responsible

stewardship of our vital soil resources. = a M
b — s pee ,‘

4 | have come to thank you for your hard work...for your
——

ingenuity...for your progressive thinking...for your unsung
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success in making America the best- d nation in

the world.

Z | have come to thank you for being themm

And | have come to tell you that the Johnson-

—_—— - .
el

Humphrey Administration is fully committed to giving the

e — ey
American farmer his full and rightful place in our growth and

T e

ﬁ
oUr Prosperity w ‘Vd;g % E _
z He deserves nothlng less. He must ha

e nothing less.g

o M

M Let me take a few moments ‘@@ to put into perspective

the challenges we Americans face in the world today, and
e

especially those challenges which directly involve and affect
the American farmer. =k
K The overwhelming fact of our time -- a fact that is being

s
recognized far too late in the day -- w That in a world of

hunger, there can be no peace. >_. %
—""‘_. —— - :




Wa Mo Knnow —ao umpabutJarmuss du |
lGovernments I&n andﬂ on their ability,

L ]

or inability, to feed their people.ZAnd political leaders in

the hungry countries are increasingly realizing that neither

promises, gold nor prestige will substitute for M-"HJ M

—
nourishment of their people. .
APer-capita food production in the and poverty-

stricken continents of Asia, Latin Ameri_gg and Q_f_f_ica is

s — ——_
going down and, unless the trend is reversed, will continue

- —fu M
going down for the foreseeable future. . M (

—

As President Johnson said earlier this year when
he proposed the Food for Freedom program:

4“...The time is not far off when all of the comgi__ned

production, of all the acres, of all the agriculturally

productive nations, will not meet the food needs of developing

nations -- unless present trends are changed. "
_—

L’We must meet this challenge in order to move ahead

on the narrow road to peace.,,
e SR

s




..4._
‘:_ AWe stand ready and committed to lead in the war on

hunger {-I“ “‘not only & the nchest and most

powerful nation on earth, but also @ the nation with the
— / - —

greatest agricultural resources.

When we look at we see an

developed in its productive efficiencg_/_.

strong and h|h|

zProductivity has increased more rapidly on our farms than in

y the rest of our economy. / One American farm Md/ay
__

produces enough to feed 37 people -- nearly twice as many as
——

—

only 12 years ago.

il

Tl’n_;{;ntyears we also have created and improved the

machinery of government programs designed to assist agricu{|td_r_e‘.p

- S —

/ Neither the machinery nor the programs have been perfect, but

| we are trying each day to make them better

———————————— e R Y p—

/We see, too, an agrlculture where, since 1961, a

- e B s ]

better balance has been achieved between supply and demand @

e ———

—
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) The surplus is gone. It no longer hangs over

markets to depress them. The rate E consumption is growing.

We see gwesmmet: an agriculture superbly and uniquely

qualified to help meet the challenge not only of expanding
o — -t

domestic marke’[sA but of a hungry world.
_.

Z\Many of us have seen the article on American

—

agriculture in the current lssue@tune magazwle’.)

e s SO

C_{ The trends that article points out - “srewseubine

p w are these s

that the American farmer is entering a seller's market...
——%

that farm output and farm receipts are headed upward...and
#

that a new era of farm prosperity can be at hand. J

Yes, for American agriculture, there is a new day ahead. |

S—

[r— —

MWe must be ready for that day. We must do what is

needed to meet the times.

— S

We must be ready to expand American agricultural

production.
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And we must be ready for changes in emphasis in

our government agricultural policies.

Today we need to expand production of wheat, feed

grains, soybeans, Cs#ww) and dairy products.

Aln the last four years the world has consumed some

Fma=s

200 million bushels of wheat per year more than it has produced.e
""___"'___,.-.....“—'- S— A e,

4In the last four years it has utilized about 6 million

tons of feed grams more than it has harvested
E———— ——— =

Z In the case of soybeans, we are using all we produce.

Carryovers are minimal. The demand continues to grow.:amwj

Z There is every indication we will need big crops in
e —

these commodities for several years hence.

e ——

AOur production of milk is msufﬂc:ent - now., That is

M
—

why we have raised the support level for manufacturing milk

=t

to four dollars per hundredweight.
e ——— R T —

AWe also need to determine and announce government K

programs at an early date. And we will. For example, we
——

should not -- and we shall not -- postpone until just before
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‘-’(_ _ planting time the feed grain and oilseed production goals the

- e SR
Department of Agriculture recommends as desirable in 19674

ZWe all know that more and more farm plans are now made so

far in advance that there isn't much left undecided by

Christmas for the next year's production program.

——ei® e el

M / AWe need to maintain adequate reserves.

4 We must have food reserves for national security,,
B e g B

4 We must have them to assure our markets of adequate supply

p at fair prices.

We must have them to serve as a cushion against

bad weather -- as visualized by the late Henry A. Wallace in

——————— e
the ever-normal-granary concept.s
y —
0 fallen faster than expected se\l"‘\

crop weat

has been

evep’ exceed those of ladia.)

.—J“’"“;‘u

Cm



_.8..

Se we must have reserves.
k—-”
These reserves can and should be insulated from

e
the marketplacea They Wlll be used if needed} but they are

not meant to be used in direct competition with sales ﬁ[m

o il

farmers. ZThe Commodity Credit Corporation should not be and
"]

; will not be your competitor. Its use should supplement -- el

—_— it
SRt - farm iNCoMe g nel" b ’I

ey #,.
z Our position of world leadership requires that we

p maintain an arsenal of food and fiber just as we maintain
i - E————
an arsenal of military weapons.

o i——
@ / But your government has no intention of calling upon
’ * g
t

P

he American farmer to provide that arsenal at the sacrifice of
S ———— o T — ———

o T—
E———

Farm producers are well aware of what happened to
A
them at the end of the Korean War.

B
——

A They remember that their government called upon them

to expand productlon and open up new acres, and they remember

é-—f’ what happened to prices and income, e %W
oF Wil Tarton 29 in.
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@&y went down, down and down.

= — W

4 We have no intention of calling on American

agriculture to pay the cost of policies and programs that
[

belong to the entire nation.
— masrpmmem—— g

The Johnson-Humphrey Administration knows that

the American farmer is doing more than his share in helping

to create well-being and prosperity in his countrbZWe know

that he is doing more than his share in helping to create a
s st o2l —— e o

freer and more peaceful world. £/ And we will not be satisfied

until he stands in the position of equality he deserves in our

souety S :J"VQQ M M

Today, partly because of farm leglsrf/atlon achieved in

the past few years, we are seeing an improvement in farm

] e

income.
AOn September 1, 1960, you were selling your hogs in

Chicago for $15.46 a hundred@ght. On September 1 of this

—

year you were getting $24.89 a hundredweight.
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r & K Number one yellow soybeans were bringing you $2.20

ity
a bushel in Chicago on September 1, 1960. On that same date

this year they brought you $3.78 a bushel.
a—— e

(Farmers were receiving $1.18 a bushel in Chicago for
| e

-—...__..-——--ﬁ-'-

% their number 3 yellow corn on September 1, 1960. Six years

st
you were in the Feed Grains Program you received an average

e

‘JW later that corn was bringing them $1.46 a bushel. And if
e

[

of $1.71 a bushel.

The price to farmers for manufacturing milk was $3. 19
14 —

a hundredweight in August of 1960. In August of this year it
was $4.18 a hundredweight.

% 2 Choice grade beef steers weighing between 900 and 1100

pounds were bringing farmers $24.75 on September 1, 1960.

— il

The price had risen to $25.75 on September 1, 1966.

=
AAnd number 2 hard winter wheat was selling in Kansas

\))\‘f City for $1.97 on September 1, 1960. Six years later, with the
7

Wheat Certificate Program in operation, farmers were receiving

an average of $2.46 for the same type wheat.

Mgwmﬁm ' -ty
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’
- The farm programs begun by the Johnson-Humphrey
——— e
Administration have workedj They have had a favorable
—

effect on farm income,° We should not abandon them.

-_rdz:hould continue to make improvements in them

which will work for the benefit of all our farmers an; those

A

iving in rural Americay B e o Aaani
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| hope you will understand if now | indulge in some

!

ZMost of you recall that farm legislation was difficult

(A0~ verad

0 pass in 1961 and 1963 Q\MV = (5 M E

Feed grain legislation was a nip- and—tuck affair in

the United States House of Representatives in 1963,/ Only one

Member of Congress from lowa voted for the Administration's
A ———

Farm Bill that Lear‘ﬁhat one supporter was Congressman

Neal Smith. He also was the only Democrat in the lowa
g SR =

Congresswnal delegatlon that year.

When only one member of a delegation of seven %\I»«JP'W’-

e—
supported the farm bill, Members of Congress from urban

B E—————— ] ) [ e

districts were puzzled, Wh} they asked, would a farm bill

\

be opposed by 5|x out of seven representatives from the great

et i W7 s i v O

farm state of lowa?

-

WA They weren't puzzled very long, In 1964, lowa

made some needed changes in its representation in the House

—————

——
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& ] of Representatives. <Your delegation went from one Democra
- e

A -

and six Republicans to six Democrats and one Republican.o

AAnd when the issue of extending the feed grain program

—— me

came up in 1965, it was supported by all six Democratic

y) ol X

members, Representatives Neal Smith, John Culver, Bert

L — E——— e

Bandstra, Stanley Greigg, John Hansen, and John Schmidhauser
Wi SR =

B \
Mz It was opposed by the one hold-over Republican,éBut,

-l-—‘"___;:_.._‘-”'". -
a number of Republicans from such states as Minnesota and :

p Kansas joined in supporting the 1965 farm bill. {t'was”passed f%

q —— -

with votes to spare,

el

Z You will continue to need these men in the Congress to

provide leadership in Washington to match that of Governor

Harold Hughes in lowa -- prudent, progressive, strong leadership --
which benefits the people of this state, A(ou need/ too, Pat

Touchae to give the Third District the same representation. a9~.

£:R.5m m—@bd(-sm_ r
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LLast year, President Johnson sent to the Congress

a truly remarkable state paper: His Farm Message.
e s —— ey N

&hat message dealt at length with the need for

parity of income for commercial farmers, for price support

and productlon adjustment prﬂg_amstIt emphasized a

- s

market-oriented polit‘:;, calling for restraint in the role of

——e

government in supply and distribution.'

It dealt also with long-range cropland adjustrnentj'
P s i L

reserve stocks and agrlcultural trade At recognized the key

i Tk
——

role of agriculture in the achievement of broad economic

== ==

pollcy objectives for the nation and in world affairs, o
Epe et m——

,<It outlined plans for establishing a National Adwsory

R

Commission on Food and Fiber, which is now reviewing our

-——~“*"""""( eiehl

farm policies across-the-boardg,
,{And the Pr_egident urged that we use our agricultural

abundance and technical skills in agriculture to assist the

B ———

developing nations to stand on their own feet. )

B ——— T
[ ———— . ey
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/President Johnson's Farm Message was a blueprint

T

for the future. It deserves the support not only of the

J— L ——

American farmer, but of all Americans.

Z For what it, in essence, set forth was the President's
[ros— ] e

faith that the people of a free society can accomplish far more
= I e e e b e e e e e e el

than people living under the oppressive weight of totalitarian

L e R e

controls and dogma.
e —— SE—

4 Today nothing is more obvious than the failure of

Communist socieities to meet the food and fiber needs of their

[

—

own people -- much less the needs of others in the world.g
sy

iAs a result, the developing nations of Asia, Africa

and Latin America look increasingly to America and other free

nations -- not just for food and fiber, but also for answers gs,

-———-‘—‘"“""‘"__-

to how they can do more to feed and clothe themselves,, 4
—M

That is why | believe that, in the long run, our food
_‘___‘____,_-—-l

power -- far more than military power -- can be the critical
——eie il

factor in the achievement both of democratlc institutions and

ifg(m the world.

T
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é &ood power is our secret weapon.
(—
Food is life. Food is strength. Food is hope and
— —— -
compassion.

A Food is the giver of health and vigor to children.

L=

Food is the v:tal mgred|ent of social stability and peaceful change.
D e d

“©-©, Let us use that t power wisely and wellyg

A Let us, in the world, act in the same spirit that today

is everywhere in our society at home -- a spirit of building,

of progress, of commitment to equality and justice.

p

Let us use the tremendous resources at our command
=y

to bring health, education, food and the techniques of modern

agriculture to struggling nations living in the shadow of famine
. ! B

and outsme aggressmn

Lt is today our challenge -- and our responsibility --

to replace, throughout the world, the blind stare of hunger and
e ]

—

poverty with the clear vision of a freer and happier day ahead,,
gy g e -

A If we meet that responsmlllty, we have the chance --

R T BT —
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as few others ever have -- to be remembered in history not

as makers ~of war, but as makers of peace...not for our wealth,
—~. = g _m._“' i _ P g

but for our compassion...not for our things, but for our ideals.
B ————

’I\have faith that we Americans -- and especially those

Americans who draw their strength from the rich earth --

will prove equal to that responsibility.

L | have faith that our productivity, our experience,
Ul i

our knowledge, our determination, can be successful in the
e ) =

building of a world where lights shine forth from every
e

wmdow .wWhere the bounty of earth waves free across open
fields...where children stand strong and straight to face a
w L e ]

future filled with peace and promise. #9

[ e T

t # #
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