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Thank you very much . Thank you very much for that long , involved and 
detailed introduction, President Abel. 

President Abel , my f ellow Vice Pre::;ident, Joseph ~1olony, Secretary­
Treasurer vJal ter Burke , my good special District Dire ctor from !I innesota , Glenn 
Peterson, - - thank you, boys, District 33 - - all of the Distric t Directors and 
delegates gather ed here in this great convention hall . 

According to what I have been heo.ring about this convention, I 1m not· 
sure 1-1he ther you remained here al l nis ht or uhcther yo u arrived here this morning , 
but I know that this is the 'lwrkinge.,t, talkingest and busiest convention that has 1 

been held in this hall since the Democrats got here in August 1964. (Applause ) 

I have a spe cia l soft spot in my heart for Convention Hall in Atlantic 
City because , as I have indic ated to you alread;y, a momentous event t ook place 
here in the month of August, l96Lf. I had' a special f riend t hat came up fro m 
Washington, stood .here at this very s1 ot and addressed a huge convention of 
people who were hungry for vict ory and the continuation of economic and social i 
progress . That man said that he Hould like to have as his Vice Pr esident the then 
seni or Senator from Minne sota, and I was the first to respond affirmatively . I 
said , "That is a good idea ." 

And I must say that if you ~re going to have somebody speak up for you, 
you can 1t do better than hav'ing the President of the United States speak up for 
you . Second only to that President, Lyndon Johnson, I would like to have and do 
have as my good friend the President of the United Steelworkers of America, 
I. .\·J. Abel. And he speaks up for me , too. (Applause ) 

And I •rant every delegate , every guest, every visitor to this convention 1 

to knou that if I had my choice -- and I do have. in this free country -- of the kind 
of a man that I would' like to be associated >vi th, the sort of leader that I would 
like to follm• , the kind of an A.Irerican that I can trust, I 1-vould select one man 
that is on this platform, and I would recommend him t o you, as he has been 
r ecommended to you, and thqt is your mm, great Internationa l President, that great 

1 American, I vJ. Abel . 1y friend Abe. 

I am going to l et you delegates i n on a secre t . I had breakfast this 
morning vnth Mr . Abel and t he Directors. It was a good breakfast. It was free anq 
it >vas appreciated . You know, during the administration of the l ate beloved 
President Kennedy I used to go ove r to the 1 1ite House and have breakfast with 
President Kennedy along with other leaders of the House and the Senate . But 
President Johnson is on a frug~lity mission, cutting down on ~Vhite House expenses, 
and we have to eat our breakfast at home . . 

It just made me feel good to Jmo.; that I >vas still back on the 
breakfast route and to knmv that I could have it with the Directors and the 
President of the Steelworkers . I hope that none of you will compl ain as you r ead 
the expenses of this convention. These are some of the things tha t you ought to 
do for your Vice President . (Laughter) 

Father Higgins, I am very sorry that you '1-le ren •t there this morning, 
because the only thing t hat I missed at that breakfast was your blessing . But 
to be here in this ereat convention hall with one of the great churchmen and one 
of the t ruly activists in t he areas of social welfare and the conscience of 
America is a high privilege, and I knm-1 that this great convention is going to 
have a fine message from a gentleman and a spiritual l eader, a great priest ivho 
Hill aro use you to ne1-1 heights of social understanding and s ocial action . 

I 1vant to tell you about Abc and my speech. Your President said that 
he rccci ved a copy of wh<:rt J. lv s goinr, t,o say, He know better th n tho1•, HG 
t'eoei vod t1. tyvou copy o.r a speoch 'th~:L ht1d t he nmno of the Vice Pre id.ottt 
attached to it , and he said, 11There must be some mistake . 11 He said, 11They made 
a grievous error some1vhere in the Secretariat, in the secretarial services of the 
Vice President •s office or of this convention 1s office . 11 
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'rwhy," he said, "it only had three pages . I knew that couldn't be yours." 

And how right you are, as you 1.vil1 oon find out. 

You have had some remarkable speakers, not only those that have been 
imported, but from 1-rhat I have been reading in the pape r you have a few self­
developed orators amongst your midst . There is nothing like good conversation and j good discussion . This is the most open, this is the freest , this is t he most 
democratically organized convention that any labo organization or any other 
organization has ever had in this hall or any other hall . 

And I think you have demonstrated that ,.,.hen people have the opportunity 
to argue, to discuss , to debate , that it doe::m 1t hm~t or injure the structure of 
an organization . In fact, it enriches it and it strengthens it. Hhen speaking of s t rengthening and enriching, your International President and your officers , your organizers and all of your directors can all be very pleased and proud of the achievements that you h<J.ve made those past two years . 

When I learned, as I did by reading the report of President Abel, that 
you have had over· 400 new locals organized in these past t wo years, and ove 77, 000 new members, all I can say i s that the labor movement still has vitality-­at least that segment kno\-m as the Steelworkers of Ame rica. Congratulations 
on a j ob Hell done . (Applause) 

Hillard vlirtz vras here and gave you a gr eat speech. 1\.rthur Goldberg, 
who served ui th you so many years as your counsel was here to spea <: of the great 
responsibilities of this nation on the international scene . You have had many 
others \vho have come to you. 

I was asked yesterday to convey the varrn greetings once a~ain. of the 1 • Governor of the state of New J ersey . I spe t yesterday v.r.i.th Governor Richard 
Hughes of this state , and let me say to the people that are here from New Jersey 
and to others who visit this great Garden State; there i sn 't a finer Governor 
in the United States of America than Governor Richard Hughes of the State of New 
J ersey . (Applause) . 

Now, I knorr there i s a gentlem.w here from Great Britain and the United 
Kingdom and his name is Dai Davies of the British Federation of Metal 'ltlorkers and 
our British friends are kn01rm fo many things. I am sure He know of their great 
courage ; I am sure He r ecall their great states anship and , as has been said, there 1-1ill always be an England, and I think you found out why . They j ust never give up. lie has been 1•aiting one .full week to address this convention and then the poor 
felloH, this good man has once again been pushed aside, shw1ted aside by t he United 
States of America. That is no -vray to t reat a good , zai thful ally , 

I want to say to Dai Davie&, don ' t you give up;we may have to extend this convention anot her week, but we will make a place for our friend f rom 
Britain. (Applause) 

I come to you today to talk about building a better America . I come to 
talk about your part in building that better 1\.rrerica. I can ' t think of any 
greater project; I can think of no ovemcnt, of no effort that is more meaningful 
to the whole world, much l ess to our o•-m people, than building a greater and a 
better United States of America . I am talking to people that have helped build 
that America, block by block and stone by stone . I am talking to people who have 
had a very, very significant share of the responsibility for making this nation 
what i t is , and I am talking to some of my friends do\-ID here f r om District 33, and I am proud of them. I vrant you to know that theJ helped uild a better state of 
Hinnesota . They helped build a strong, libe al, progressive party in the state of Minnesota and helped elect Congresstr~n and a couple of Senators from t he state of 
1'1innesota and, by the ~ray, boys, don't forget to do it again. (Applause ) 

M . Abel, I am talking to my friends from that groat upper J1idwostern 
rirea that led the fi ght f or change in our Constitution and our tax laws , so that 
we could have a new development in the steel industry knovm as t aconite, so that 
our miners, our steelworkers could be employed; so that our cities and our 
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villages co uld be s u·stained and, my f elloH An;ericans , ha d I been here to speak to 
you four years ago, I ivot1ld have had to ell you tha t the state that I l>ras then 
privileged to represent in the Senate \vas the victim of chronic unem loyment; 
that our people were discouragedj that our economy was depressed; that the young 
were leaving our cities and the old were remaining behind only to live out t he last 
days of the ir lives . But I can stand before this convention and tel l you today that 
be cause of the leadership and the statesmanship, be cau3e of the good citizenship of 
the Steelworkers along wi t h industry, along with bankers and others --yes, along 
Hi th all of us, be c ause we put our s tate ahead of our mm little, i-1hat appeared to 
be selfish 'inter est s , because we were thinking in terms of the future. I 

I can stand before this convention and toll you thnt the re is no place in l 
the vrorld vrhere there i s greate r e conomic progress, investment nnd gro·1·rth t 1an .the 
place r epr e s ented by District 33 -- t his t able right there ( indicating ) in the 
upper Midi·rest of the United States . 

We call it taconite . Some people used to c all it a oTOrthl ess rock . 
And vre found gold in them thar hills . IA'e found i ron ore in those rocks, and we 
i·rent to iVOrk . The Steehvorkers, President Abel, i'lere the margin of victory, 
your people and you, sir. 

Well, I can remember some other things . I can r en ember i·Then I became 
mayor of r1inneapolis and I needed somebod,y to help me clean up my city. I 
needed some people to help me , stand by and stand alongside of me for good 
government. I neede d a group of people to help n:e when 1-1e started to r ebui ld the 
DGmocratio Fa1~er Labor Party, when we decided for once and for all that that 
party would be liberal and progressive but it 1\ould not be communist infiltrated . 

When 1.,re decided t hat ue would clean it up and clean it out and make it a 
political party that you co uld be proud of , who vras there) ivho stood there to help 
us mnke that possible ? I 1-1ill . tell you: The United Steelworkers of America . 
They •rere there to do that j ob , 

I 

Yes , Abe , I r emember Phil Murray. I lme•v him as a friend . He helped me .
1 

He encouraged me . He supported ;e . I remember Nick Zonarich, I remember Earl 
Bester . I r emember a wonderful dear fr1cnd from Harrisbur g , Pennsylvnnia, vTho has 
gone to his heavenly reward this year but who was my beloved friend and stood by 
me year in and year out, and if some of ' the younger members don 1t r emember him or 
don ' t knovr him, get to knmi him . Read about him . He 1vas a great Alllt:lrican a nd a 
great Steehmrker and he knew the difference betHeen right and wrong -- he wns a 1 

hard fiehter, he was a •·mrker, and that 1..ras my old buddy Smaile Chatalc . (Applause ) 
I haven 't forgotten him . He was the first to tell me about Mr . Abel. ' 

I <rant to tell you , Abe, you couldn 1 t have had a better character refer­
ence , and you were one that knew him . 

\tlell those are the yestcrda~s. I just '\·Tan ted to set t he base for this 
little discussion. 'vlc have been together, I have never been without your help, and 
I 'm eternally grateful. May I say at this particular moment that the President 
of the United States has never been without your help , and he is eternally 
gr ateful . I bring you the thank you, I bring you the message of appreciation, 
I bring you the message of gratitude from h·esident Lyndon Johnson to this great 
union for what it has done for America . (Applause) 

We have been through some battles togethe , about 20 ye ars of them . 
- - I don 1 t knou 1my you have to have tr.e speak at 9:30 or 9:45 in the mor ning . 
I do much better at 9:30 at night, but we will do the best He can . We have been 
together and we have fousht the good fight . vle have \'Ton some and occasionally 
vie have lost tome . I think I ought to let you knol-r a secret . It is more fun to 
win than to lose . I have trie d both . (Applause) 

Let ' s see what we have bcGn doing together . We have stood toge ther for 
collective bargaining . You pnved the way . You fough t the good fight . I knoioJ' of 
no unj.on that has given more progressive, :::;t adfast, loyal , thoroughly Amer;Lcnn 
loo.dorohip to tho Amoricru:1 l abor mov£Jmorr~ than tho United St · clworko o of 1\ri'J()r:l.cu, 
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I knovr of no or ganization that has done better . You have stood with us and I have 
stood i'li th you vThen we fought unsuccessfully, regretfully , f or the repeal of 
Taft-Hartley . 

That ' s where I came i nto the United States Senate . And do I r emember 
the pillering that I used to t ake . Do I remember the criticism that was heaped 
upon us? 

lie fought and stood tocether for civil rights so t hat every American 
could enjoy the full privilege of American citizenship, so that there could be 
only one kind of citizenship --first-class citizenship in this country . If 
there is any one union that has s tood for fi st-class citizenship, political, 
economic and social , if there is any one great international organization that has 
f ought that good fight down through the ycnrs, steadfastly, courageously , 
perseveringly, I am talking to it right nm,r . I stand here t o eA-"Pross the 
gratitude of a nation to a great oreanization for your willingness to stand up for 
the Constitution of the United States and tno guarantees and the protections of 
that Constitution to every American., regal.·dlc3S of his race, his color, his creed, 
his nntional origin, or how he spells his last name . (Applnuse ) 

We have mnde progress. '\rle haven 1 t made as much as ,.;o 1-10uld like, but 
•m are moving ahead . It 1 s l ike J ohn Kcnnccl;)r said, let 1 s get this country moving 
ngain . Let us begin . It is like Lyndo;1 Johncon, th0 President of the United 
States, says : Let us continue . Keep up the good fight , The battles of democracy 
are never i'lon. 

Your union hasn 1 t completed itc rork. There are ye t the lmorganized to bo 
organized . There are yet the economic injuntices to be right ed . There are old 
wrongs that need to be made right, old evils thaJ.:, need to be defeated . 

So vle shouldn 't give us or feel in any v7CJ.Y that otu• task has been 
nccomplished . But 11e have made progre::;s, but vre·wiJ.l need to match our creed uith 
our deeds . 

Too many Americans ye t, my fellow Americ~~s, s till lack tho right to vote 1 
in all elections . Protected in their right to vote, yes, in federal elections, 
but ivhen you are a ci tizcn of the United States of Am r icn, you ought to have the 
right to vote in every election, in your union, in your tovmship, in your city, in 
your county, in your state . There ought to be no discrimination, and you know 
that ' s right . 

Too many Americans s t ill lack the right to go to any s chool f or which 
they are qualifie d . Too many Americans still lack the right to mm any home that 
they can afford and the right to Get on a job or to get a job on the sole basis 
of the ability to do the work. There~ought to be only one kind of aristocracy 
in this country, one kind of elite, and that is the elite of mori t. If you have 
the ability, if you have the capo.city, you ought to be able to hold any position 
in America and ther e ought to be no artificial irr.pediment or roadblock to your 
right to hold that position. (Applause) 

That is some of the unfinished uork before us. But we did pass a ci vil 
rights ac t. We did pnss a votir1g rights act. This year, my good friends , had 
there not have been that unholy alliance betvrecn the conservatives of the 
Democratic party and the tories O.t. the Republican party we v10uld have completed 
the task of our mission in the field of civil right;;; . Let the burden and the 
r esponsibility for this failure rest upon the shoulders of those tvho stopped 
this great forward movement of progress . Dut just as surely as the tides come in 
and as the sun rises, equal opportunity, equal justice under the law, better 
social conditions for tr.e Ame rican people •rill be inevitable . No tor.)T, no 
reactionary, none o.f those that t ry to turn the clock of time back, •·rill be able 
to stop t his forHard movement of the i\no rican people f or the great society and a 
b ttor day . (Applauoo ) 

We have s~od together in a J.ot of things - - for medical care , for 
medical care for the elderly . Let me just give you a little history about that . 

I j ol I 
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The first bill t hat I introduce d as a Senator when I came to the United 
States Senate in 1949 i.Yas a pro},osal to provide hospital and nursing home care 
under Social Security for persons eligible or Social Security benefit s . I 

1 
introduced that bill in May , 1949, and I kept introducin it every Congress either 
as a main spons or or as a co-sponsor . And do I remember when I first introduced 
it the names that one 1-1as called . I was told that we had committed political 
suicide , and there are many people that rejoiced in the thought . But 1·Ie hadn't . I 
We s t uck to it. We fought the good fight. vle uai ted our time . \ve per severed and 
today the American nation, today the American people have demonstrated that they 
do honor their f athers and their mothers . To ay tho Arr.erican people have shown 
that they do have compassi01 and concern and care for t heir elders , and today ive 
have ·Horking , operating this very hour, .1edicaro , hospital and nm·s ing hmne care 
for our elderly . (Applause ) ~~y? Because you kept up the good fight, 

Hoffman 
effort . 
knov1 1-1ho 
fight in 
you . 

I look back her e and I see my old friend Jimmy 0 1 Brien and Nordy 
and a fevl others that vrore d01m thore at ~va:Jhincton helping us uith t his 
I know vrho the people Here. I knou where tho testimony came from . I 
helped put up some of the renom·.ces t at were needed to maintain this 
the public sector t o mold and build publ i c opinion, and I am looldng at 

Ladies and gentlemen, if t he Johnson administration had done nothing else 
for America , if our government had performed no other accomplishrrent for America , 
than the passage of Medico.re, it Hou.ld have earned in the pages of Alncrican history 
a noble chapter f or accomplishment and achievement beyond the call of duty . 

This good man, your International President, was honored only a short 
time ago in the nation 1 s capital by receiving a nati onal a1-vard be cause his Hork, 
and his leadership and your v;orlc and your·lcadership in the passage of t he Nedicare 
legislati on . Mr . I. vl , Abel, ~ good friend Abo , it 1\"as my privilege to present ' 
you ivi th that citation as t he Vice Pr .sident of the United States, and that 
citation, that merit avtard for service to the elderly, for service to those who 

1 

need it, was not only a citation for yorn· International President, as he said, but / 
also, as he pointed out, t o every member of the Stech:orlcers , every ai s trict, 
every officer , and may I say also, membex s of the auxiliary, because I knmv the I 
girls get a little of this vrork done, too. (Applause) I 

• I 
But have we done enough ? The anm-rer is obviously no . The passage of 

l a1•Ts a lone does not automatically bring better medical care to those vTho need i.t. 
It hel p.:. . We have made a tremendous step forv:ard, but 1-1e still lack enough well 
equipped hospital s . We still need hospital administrators . We still need nurses, 
and, by the way , nurses should be i.:el l paid, and 1m still need medical technicians, 
We still neod to make first-class modical care available to every person under , 
that great medicare program and we have our Hork cut out for us t o get it done. ; 
He can 1 t be satisfied until every single communi t.y in America has t he facilities I 
and the trained professional manpouer. to m"ke possible the full re alization of 
every aspect of the hospital, nursing home and rr~dical care program adopted qy 
your Congress . 

So, l et 1 s ge t on \nth t ho job. 

Now, a word about education. You see , it is this man ' s point of view 
that any system of government that merits the continue d support of a free people ; 
any system of government that cru1 be called just and free must provide , first of 
all , opportunity to the young viho are in the dmm of life; care and compassion 
and concern for th elderly who are in the ·tuilieht of life; care and attention 
to those i·Tho are the ne edy and the siclc and the disabled and 1-rounded, Vlho are in 
the shadows of life, This is -vrha.t we rr~an by justice- -a chance, an opportunity 
for those that are just moving fonrard -- the young . Care, consideration, help ) 
r ehabilita tion for those vrho are sick and w o are needy, and compassion and 
understm ding and respect for those i•lho have completed their three score and five, 
and those who are in the t\·r.Llight of their lives . 

I think ·t-his is tho vray you rrcasuro tho ~roat,ness of n society. You do 
not mensure the greatness of luoorica by t e bank accounts alone, or the indus trial 
production index alone . You measure the greatness o~ America by what it does for 
its people ; what it means to its people . (Applause ) 
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We have stood toge t he r on this propo3i tion . Ta lce education, fo r example . 
Now, what i s the commi t tment of the Johnson-Humphrey Administration? - -By the way, 1 I made it "J ohnson- Humphrey " because that i.s the way the Republicans 1-1-ant it . 
They figure it makes us a little more vulnerable i they include me, and I want the 
Republicans t o know I wel come the opportunity for the battle wi th them, any place , ' 
any time . (Applause) 

I have never r un from them. He have run over them occasionally . I 
don 1 t i ntend to start ducking and runnint; nov/ . 

Oh , my good friends , I 1-Hmt to tell you that Gr andpa .md Grandma >·muld 
have wai ted many a ecner ation more if they h·d 1-mited for the Republicans to vote 
to give them Medi care . And you know it, my felloH Americans . 

Hell , vlhat about our little ones? i-Jhat about our children? l-1hat about 
our young people , t he mos t valuable resource in this land? I ' m talking to fathers,! 
I 1m talking to some grandfathers . I' n ta kint:; to people l'li. th families, c>.nd vrhen 
it is all said and done , my fellow Americans, \oJe are pretty much alike. i-Jhatever 
our position, we ar e concerned about our loved ones. \ve are i.;orried about our jobs. 
We are interested in our ho~es . We are interested in our communities . 

We all have pretty much the same problems. There is something about life 
that is a great equal i zer. It doe::m 't mako much difference lorhethcr you are 
President or Vice President, or 1vhether you arc a \..-orker in a steel plant or in 
an iron mine, or 1vhomever you Ulllj" be, family problems , human problems, are all 
alike . Mothers cry for t heir yom1g ones, ric or poor . Dads worry about their 
sons and d;l.Ughtors , rich or poor J hit;h, michty or loH J it makes no difference . 

Hhat is the committmcnt, then, o;, th~ Johx1Son-Humphrey administration? 
We are educato r s . We beli eve that the i·l'iscst investment that this nation can make 
for its future j_s an investment in our young people . Therefore, this administra­
tion in the past thr ee year s has more than doubled the federal investment in 
education , mor e than doubled it . (Applause) 

Your feder al government , your government, is extending in the form of 
aid to education ten and one -half billions of dollars this year to our universities, 
to ou secondary schools , to our elementary schools. vie have also made possible 
ivhat we c 11 some equalizat_ion in cducat;Lon.:1l opportuniti es by making aYailo.ble 
over one billion dollars of federal aid to education for needy ::>tudents, for lo\'1 
income school district s .. Let the record be clear, the people uho need tho greatest! 
educational opportunit y are those , .. rho have the l0ast opportunity because of their 
income and the neighborhood in which t hey live. VJe need to have the best schools 
ii'her the people need them the most. Fe need to have the ne•·rest schools in the 
slums J if you please , so t at we can start to rebuild the slums of America around 
modern educational f acilities and goo teachers. Isn ' t that the kind of Alr.erica 
that you dream of ? 

So 1vc are committed to the proposition that every boy and girl in this 
land, every young man and Homan, shall have all tho education that he or "-'he can 
take . And this includes vocational education. It includes retraining. It 
includGs educational programs or the children of tho poor, because, mark my >-rords, 
my fellm-r Americans J there is a vast re ~crvoir of talent, a great potential of 
ereatness, untouched , untapped, among the poor of America , just as there 1-;as a 
great reservoir of talent among the poor of Europ • Host of uc and our forefathers 
came hero because they <lOre the poor, g:l.ven no chance, no opportunity . And they 
came to AT~rica to broaden their freedom, to incr~ase their opportunity, to live 
themselves out of the pits of povert , and look at the i\.merica that vre have built 
by poor people , if you please . ~Jo have tr.adc it the richest nation on the face of 
the earth . (Applause ) 

So I ask you to go home and i'ight fo more and better 
a country go i nto bankruptcy of 1-,rhat it invested in education . 
commw1ity or a lar ge one become insolvent because of education, 
priority in America . It is tho lwy to the gnto of oppor·tun;l.. ty, 
for your boy and irl , 

schools. Never did 
Never has a small 
It is the top 
;It :l.s tho hopo 

Let's make it quite cl ar that America should not price itsel out of 
the universities . We are begil~ling to start there . Your boy, your girl, your son, 
your daughter ) your nephew and your niece , they ought to be able to go to a good 
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university and a good school, a good technical school , at a reasonable cost so that 
they can ge t that education and can have it ~.,rhether they are rich or poor, whether 
they come from the most notable family in the community or the least r emembered . 

vJho lmows 1-1here the genius may be found that will discover the ansvror 
to cancer? Who knm.,rs i-There that mind may be found that can be developed that can 
tell us what to do about the perplexing problems of modern society. I have a 
reason to believe that God Almighty has given to mankind the i ntelligence, a t 
least t he potential intelligence and knoH-how, the potential genius to solve our , 
problems . It is our task to discover that genius, and we vrill discover it when we 

1 
ocJ.cate , 111hen i·m train . (Applause) 1 

Nov~ l et me move on . We have stood together ' for modern government . We I 
have nude some progress , \rJe fine1lly arc getting our legislatures r eapportioned. so I 
that one man means one vote and one voto means one man, so that our metropolitan j 
arean are properly represented, so tha t at long l ast we can start to tool up state 1 

and local government to meet the problems that confront them. 

Ladies and gentlemen , I have b:::on a mayor of a great city and I have 
traveled around this nation of' ours visiting our great cities. And iV'hat do I find 
in city afte city? I find mayors liithout the authority to do their j ob, city 
treasuries without the money to provide the local services, and anYl'rhere from ten 
to 1 ,000 jurisdictions of government in one community all trying to run things 
at the same time . The city of Ne ·T Yor k has 1~.00 separat e governing bodies . I don 1 t 
care -.rho you ar e , you can ' t make that -v.-orlc Hithout considerable inefficiency, 
considerable overlappin of function and duty and excessive costs. And I appeal 
to this great union to take on another crusade , to 110dernize state and local 
government, because that is where you live. You are going to have better housing 

1 

or poorer housi ng in your t01~-n . It isn 1t ju..,t tho federal la .,r that counts , it 
isn't just what we do at 1-Jashington . tie aro ptisning all kinds of lavrs in 
Washington . vc have passed an omnibus housing bill . \:Je have passed the r ent 
supplement bill . We have passed the bill to extt.nd the uar on poverty. He have 
had a host of l egislative proposals tr1..'1t arc noH on the statute books . 

I bring the mayors into 1-llashington, n; C. I arn President Johnson ' s 
liaison, his contact l'ri th local governmr:mt. I have met >vi th every mayor of every 
city above 30,000 in this country, vri th fe\v except ions . ~ve have had 16 maj or 
meetings .j us t like this that l ast from one to t1·i0 to three days at a time . And 
t hese good men come to Wasl'lington \'Ti th their hands liter ally in handcuffs , 1vi th 
old, obsolete city charters that r estrain their ability to do the ir job, with 
old state lavrs designe d by a rural-dominated legi:;lature of 50 years ago , with 
state governments that are infiltrated, if you please, by a bureaucracy tha t has 
been primarily trained for another period . 

This is the modern age . This i s the age , my friends , \'Then there vrill 
bo one solid city from Boston to Norfolk, Virginia, of 100 million people , -- the 
aae of the megliopolis --not jus t the metropolis . . 

Oh, there is a lot of room in America, and I am hopeful that >-Te 1vi1l 
develop our rural communities and our smalle_ communities so that more and more 
people ~ill go there to live . But let ' s face the fac ts of life . ill1d the facts 
of life are these: That most Americans, t hree - fourths of the Americans of this 
generation and the generation to come , \V'ill be li vin in l ar ge etropoli tan areas . 
And it i s t:.here \'There the services of government must be up to date and effective . 
But it is ther e r egr 0tably that thE3 authority is not to be found and that the 
r esources are lacking . And, my f ellow Americans, in municipal electi ons you are 
lucky if you get 30 per cent -- 30 per cent of the eligible electorate to vote . 

If yo u >·rant good government you don 1 t only start in \vashington, If · you 
want progr essive government, if you rran.t the kind of government t hat is going to 
serve the needs of yam· family , of your loved ones, the place to start to get it 
is in City Hall, in the county and in t he state legislature, and go home and make 
it your business . 

I wns so o.pprociati ve of J•oacling in PretJidcnt Abol 1 o ropo t his l'Ornarko 
on s lumism --· s lumism . Let tr.€ ju~st make two quick dat enents . Poverty is no 
longer the burden of the poor alone . It is tho cancer of n na tion, a malignancy 
eating at us . And that is why He have to <mge wa on it. And jus t as the doctors 
s eek to f ind an answer to cancer >ll'hich as yot they have not found, so 1-1e must try 
to find an answer to poverty which as yet we have not f ound . 

'" 
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But I ask the Ame rica.11 people to be as considerate of those who seek to 
1 

find the ans-v1er s and the causes of poverty and the remedy , to be as patient and as 
tolerant with those who experiment in this area a:J you are uith the doctors \vho 
experiment in this area as you are vli th the doctors v;ho experiment i n trying to 
f ind the ansv1e r to malignancy and to cancer, cancer that \vi ll strike one out of 
every three in t hi s audi ence and take the life of one out of every five ,---the 
scourge of our time . 

We have been at it 50 years, my fellm,1 Americans, and we haven 1 t found 
the ansHer ye t . President J ohnson proposed a tremmdous new research program upon 
v-;hich Congress has enacted, for heart disease and cancer , trying to find the 

1 
answers . ~vo do not condemn ou great medical profession, because as yet we have 1 

not found the total answers . I know vJhat this disease means. It has touched my 1 

family . We pray for the ans•·rer . He look for t..'Je anmmr, but, l adies and 
gentlemen, more Americans are the victim of poverty, or just as many as a:ce to be 
the vic tims of cance r, and we are not engaged in trring t o make poverty tolerable . 
We are not engaged in feeding political aspirin .;nd opiate s in order to r elieve 
the pain . t.Ve are trying to ge t at the cause, and that is v1hy we are tvorking with 
little childr en in Project Headstart; tnat is 1-1hy \ve have neighborhood Youth Corps; 
that is why we have job centers; that is ·lhy lve have P ej ects Up1·rardbound . That 1 

is 1-1hy v.re have adult educational centers--because Vie are trying to save people from 
this dread disease , a national disease, called poverty . This nation needs every­
body . ~ve have too much work to do, too many burdens to carry, not t o have every­
body working at topgr ade per onnance . 

I 
I want every American , every Arrer i can to be an active participant in the 

privileges and r esponsibilities of American life . That should be the minimum goal : 
of this nation . 

So , \·le attack slumism. Slurnism . That is the ism that is at us right 
at home . \tJe f ace commw1i s m abroad, and a fe1..r mise;uided souls at home, and bel i eve 
m , they are misguided, but the main problem that tl is country faces at home on 
its domestic scene today i s slumism. The breakdown of human spirit , as i·tell as 
the deteriorati on of f acilities and buildings and ublic s tructures --the slum is 
no longer just the filthJ• tenement, the streets >·rith the ungathe red garbage . The 
slum today is that , pl us people Hi th broken spi it; people wbo have been 1 

traditionally on relief; ct1:Lldren withol!-t jobs j Ne~ro youth, with almost one - third-­
almost one - thi rd--one out of every three of the Negro t eenagers of America 1-Ti thout 1 

work . Is it any wonder 1-1e have trouble? He ha ·e to fi nd some ans>'l'ers, and I 1 

submit to you that any na tion that has as its dream and its purpose and is 1-1illing 1 

to make the investment to put a man on tll3 moon, ought to be willing to have as i ts 
dr am and its purpose and be willing to make the investment to help put a man on 
his fee t right here on e arth . (Applause ) 

He are at it, but we need your help . He nee d you to maintain this 
constant pressur e so that we do not {alter . 

Our e conomy -- well , "'e have been doing some thing about it . Six years 
ago, four years ago , five years ago what v1ere you talking about? Unemployment. 
A slur;gish e conon\Y . t·Je v1e n t throu~;h ight years of Republican administration and 
>fe had three recessions . 1 ow, n y dear friends, I unders t and the dangers of 
inflation and I am going to have a word ilfith J'OU about it , but I also understand 

1 

tho cost of depression and r ecession , and lost you fo r get -- lest you forget -­
don ' t you ever forget-- and if you Ulink this economy is doing too \vell, I can 
tell you how you can really sl 01·1 it do<m . just elect a Republican Congress . The y 
~V:ill slow it down and put it in reverse . (Applause ) 

Those Republic ans have ti-JO left fc::et ) and they s l am both of them on · the 
brake at the same time . 

Well I to ld you that 1ve have had administrations that 1-mntcd to get 
America movin , and we have . We are in the 67th consecutive month of continued 
economic growth and expansion and overyono hns gnjned -- bu.siner,s 1 fv.rrne 1 cons lnKn·1 
lubor _ .. we hnvc baked a bigger piu und evo1•ybocly ha.s 11 Httl~ bigge1• piece of it . 
The old idea was to keep the smne size pies and if the family gr w larger , cut the 
pi ces smaller or don't give anybody any pie. 1;Je have rejected that . \Ve have 
turned a\'lay from the old orthodox, stale economic theories and we have embraced 
modern economics and vre have taken economic policy out of the dog house and put 
it into the 1rJhite House v-rhere it belongs . (Applause ) 

'• 1 I 
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But with all of this progress -- and there is much -- there are some 

storm clouds on the horizon. lo group of people has a greater stake in reasonably 

stable prices than this audience, by the nature of your contract, and no group of 
1 

Horkers h s done more to set a fine example for the rest of America and •rhat to do 1 

about inflation than the United StcohTOrl·ers of America . You have set a noble 

example for all to follo\v . Your President is doing his part . 

Yow· President of the United States is doin his part 'I'Ti th a series of 

economic measures before the Congress -- suspension of the tax credit, the slowdown 

of accelerated depreciation, and you knou that only rocentlJr the President sir;ned 

legicla tion on behalf of people vrho arc hurt by t;Je squeeze on credit, small 

businessmen, home buyers, statea and municipalities, and students, and little . 

people generally. Your President Johnson has called for action to head off this 1 

danger of inflation . He has as<e business to reGtrain its use of credit, to keep 

inventories at a reasonable l evel, to postpone investments viherever possible, and I 

to set prices on the basis of real costs, a.;·1d to limit profits . 

I stand before this audience, as I have s""ood befo e business itsolf , 

and say that these proposals and sucgostions of President Johnson are not only 

in the national interest, but thuy nrc in the interest of the free ente1~rise 

system and in the interest of business itself . This is no time for pro.fiteering. 1 

This is no time for price gouging . This is a time for self- discipline. "Ask not 

what your country can do for you . Ask i-\'hat you can do for your country , 11 Still 

is good doctrine . (Applause) 

President Johnson has asked ba.\'lks to ho.ndle loans fairly and without 

excessive profit, and he has asl-::ed for -.hose unbelievably high interest rates to 

come down . There is no need of' this kind of excessive interest charge in this 

country. (Applause) There wHl be another day. You don't have to get it all at 

once. Tal·e your time . Enjoy +.he moal of Arr.crican prosperity . Don ' t stuff 

yourselves. l:Te 'll be here . 'l1is is a blessed countr-J 1-rith many resources for 

generations yet unborn . So 1-1hen we zit at the table of the American economy, eat 

slovrly . It will be there, plonty of it. There. 11ill be enough for everybody and 

there will be dessert , too, if not pie in the sky. (Applause) 

And he ha , of course, asked labor to avoid wage demands that uould 

raise the average l evel of. costs and pr~ces . He hns asked labor to pormi t ne11 

people into the trades to get at this hard core of unemployment and to Horlc with 

business to raise productivity. l1y fellou Americans and every American, let the 

\TOrd go from this place that the United Steehvorkcrs of America has increased 

productivity in business and it has based its viage demands upon the ability of 

the rorker to produce . 

You have set an example I said before tl t should be a guideline for the 

entire nation. I como here to thank you and 1jo congratulate you because you have 

helped yourselves . You have helped your fumily. You have helped industry. You 

have helped your commw1ity. You have helped your children, and you have helped 

your blessed country . You are patriots, Tho.nk you . (Applause) 

Now let me just tell you this, don 't you listen to these harbingers 

of doom and gloom. This is a strong economy. It's a good economy, and all we 

need to do is take care of it. It 1 s like our p,'3rsonal health, v;hich most of us 

don 1 t take care of J I regret to say . I vmnt to see the doctor not long ago and 

he gave me a good report. He rer..U.ly chocked me out. I 'll tell you I felt 

sicker after I came out than when I 1-rent in . But that 's the way it is, you know. 

You have been there . 

What did he say? He said, 11Your blood pressure is good . Your 

cardiogram is good. Your digestive apparatus is good , You look fine and healthy 

for a man of your age . You are in excellent health. " I didn't think he needed 

to add that , but he did. 

Du hen ho onid th:i o 1 "Nou look l1"ro 1 just z•ern11mbcr that you c n 

overdo it . You can overdo and you can abuse yourself , and don't do it." 

That is all we are saying about tho econorny . This is a prosperous 

economy . Profi tG are good . Wo.0 es are ~ood . Farm prices are good . Dividends 

arc good. Savings are good . It is a good economy. All v7e need to be careful 

of is He don 1 t have a "lout weekend" . Just stay 'Hi th it . 

' .. 
l I I ~ 
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And as. L said before, remember there are plenty of goodies to go around . 
You don 1 t have to 'eat it all at one time . 

No ·r , the President has been doing some other t hings about economy . You 
may have read in the paper some mo. ths aGO that we '"ere going to build a house for 
the Vice President . (Laughter) Well, I come here and open my coat as the first 
sacrificial lamb . 'l'h9y are not only not building a houoe for 'the Vice President, 
they arc not ev.ep. putting money in for the plans for a house· for the Vice President . 
Somo people ar e wondering Hhether Hubert- 1vill be tho Vice President. Hell, I vrill 1 

toll you that if he is , he •rill bo li vine; in the an me old bungalow . I· don't want 
tho federal government to spend any money ·building a house for tho Vico President 
of the United Stat es l·Jhcn -rre need money t o build· houses for lou· income poople in the 
centers of our cities and the ghettos o our cities . 

By the -vray, as I speak to you nm-r, t.he President of the United States 
has his fountain pen out , and he ia putting his signature to a l aw knovm as the 
Fair Labor Standards Act right nou, this very hour, the Hinimum \Vage Bill. (Applause ) 
$1.40 in February, 1967; $1.60 in Februilry 1968 . And we didn 1 t get much help from 
our Republican brethren, ei ther, most of them. A little partisanship you had to 
C)~ect this morning , and I plan on giving you a little bit more. 

I •rant to t el l you right no-:·r that every gain that you have made, all the 1 

break-throughs that we have made in education, in housing, in civil rights , in 
immigration, all the break-throughs that wo have mads in health; in medicare, 
those breru{-throughs have come , der a Democratic President and a Democrati c 
Con&;ress . I vmuld suggest, rny frie 1ds of the Steelworkers, that you see to it that 
you have liberal, progressive, constructive Senators and Congres~men re-elected 
and elected for the 90th Congress, if you vrant to save these gains . 

And I lmoH that you understand that in Pennsylvania where you have a 
governorship up, and I kno1·r you understand it out in California, Director Smith, 
•rherc you have a good governor and you ought to re-elect him, Governor Pat Brovm, 
nnd Governor Shapp in Pennsylvania . And may I sc:y in Illinois, my friends of tho 
United Steelworker s of America, 1-rith all of the tragedy in that great state -- and 
our hearts go out filled with sympath and l·ri th condolences that are deep and 
aincere -- but I remind ever'J Steehmrker here that you never had a better friend 
f or all that you stand for and all that you mean than in Senator Paul Douglas of 
Illinois . So don ' t you forget him . 

I just vranted to· put a pl ug in for my old friend Paul . And I like Pat 
Brmm and I like Hilt Shapp, and I just like a lot of these fell mrs . And by the 
way, I 1m going to be around saying a few 1-rords for them if they 1vill let me . 

No•; , I conclude . I conclude nm·r on this note . We haven't done every­
thinG that He uo uld like . He were unsuccessful, as you knoiv, and r egretfully sJo 
in our effort to r epeal Section 14 (b). He tried, but the same forces that 
ganged up on us on the civil rights act of 1966 joined together to prevent even 
brincing up, much less to vote on, the substance of 14 (b) . 

• 
But in case the opposition thinks that we have given up, I want them to · 

knotor we haven 't. Your President hasn't chnng2d his opinion, President Johnson . 
Your Yice Prer;idont , Hubert Humphrey, hosn't changed his opinion . The Democratic 
platform hasn ' t chanr.red its position. And if you -vlill persev re now as 1fe did vrith 
Hedicare and other things , He 1-ltll get that little injustice taken out of the labor 
laHs of thio land , too . ) 

So vre have done things together . This is a partnership . We have done 
thint;s to mnke America· livo up to its promise . \·;11at things? Hare equal rights 
for our people; better medical care or ou people; better education for our 
children; better and more efficient government for all Americans ; a groNing and 
a prospero us economy, the l ilces of v hich the '"orld has never known . 

\ve are doing things in the eradication of poverty; decent 1vages for an 
honest day ' s work ; clean air and water; modern transpor tation . And we are engaged 
upon t his next nm-1 enterpdse of a modorn .AnJDrica, mDking our cities livable where 
puoplc Cf.ln live ao n ighbor and live in tho i'inoot environment that man can 
create, in safety and harmony and progress. And i-:e are going to continue to stand 
together until our country is happy and heal thy) and t he free nation that tve knm·r 
it can be, and that is why I appeal to you to gi " us your hands , to give us your 
hearts, to r:;ive us your help to make sure that >vc have men and women in the 
lncislnturcs of our states, in the city hnlls of our cities, cmd in the Congress 
of the United States that :mpport tho thinfjS that you believe in, a liberal and 
progrcs~ive and fol~rard-looKing America. You can do that , and don 't you miss this 
opportunity . 

I lo 
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Novr, you have heard tho message on internationa l affai rs f rom Ar thur 

Gol dber g . I nhall not keep you on that, but I 'l>l&l.t the record clear . This 

movement r ecognized the danger s of fascism and corr~unism long before some others 

and you r e cognized early i n the day that the oceans wer e not barrier s . You 

r ecogni zed t ha t there vras danger , danger to Alll3rica 1-Tith international bullying 

and aggr ession . You r e cogni ze today that there is no way to e s cape t he role of 

wor ld leader ship for a nation that is the at.rongest, viealthiest, and the most 

powerful country on t he face of the earth . You knm-t as \·mll as I do that there 

has never been a pm"ior vacuum . If you don 1t ha'e a good uni on i n your plant , you 

have a company union, and if you don •t have an Arr.crican l eading t he free v7orld, 

you are going to have t he col1ll11U..'1ist s leading a communi s t world. Novr , make up your 

mind ivha t you v1ant . 

So \ve have stood together on this great issue . We have stood togethe 

once more in r esistance to aggro'"'sion and 1-re have stood together in the relentless 

pur suit of peace . Only yester ay Ambassador Goldberg went before the United 

Nations and of f er ed again, in good conscience and deep sincer ity, Amorica •s 

propo~als to bring this t ragic conflict in Southeast Asia to a t imely e nd . 

Ny f ellm"i Americans, the roadblock to peace in t his 1-1orld is not in 

Washington . The r oadblock to peace in thiG Horld is in the corr.munin t capitals . 

The roadblock t o peace i s not Lyndon Johnaon . The r oadblock to peace is Ho 

Chi Hinh and l ao Tse Tung, and you know it, and let every one of us speak up for ' 

our country . This isn •t a country that has had a record of mis t akes . We have had 

som , but 1-fe di dn ' t build thio grc'1t America tho.t is the Honder of the world by 

mistukos . We di dn •t build this l.rr.erica, as I,incoln put it , 11 The last best hope 

on earth, 11 by bei ne i mperial ists or ar;~ressors . Lincoln was r ight . vle will 

either m nnly lose or nobly save the last best hope on earth, and t hi s is t he 

l ast best hope on earth . 

~en I look at that flag over there (indicati ng ) I don 1t remember just 1 

th3 history of t hi s r epubl ic . I don't recall only the battles won and the great 

heroes of t he Ano rican s cene . I have traveled this >wrl d over and while this flay 

means to us our glorious history and >·7hilo it sends through our veins and our 

arterieo a surge of r od blook that makes us proud t o be Americans, l et me tel l you 

wh.:1t it moans t o the r es t of the •·mrld . That flag stands f or emancipation . That
1 

flag s t ands f or self- determination . That flag stands fo r t heir independence . It 

stands for their hope and. it i s the la9t best hope on earth. (Applause ) 

So , like our children , we talco our stand n.'"ld t hi s mor ning as your 

children N"ent to the ir schools, public, private or parochial, t hey stood and 

plcdt;ed their allegi ance to the fla of the United .... : tat es and to the republic 

for vrhich it s tands . Jl1y dear friends, parents ought to do the same, because 

that country and thL.. republic is ours as well u.s our children •s , and it is i n 

our hands , at l east for a little uhile, to determine its fu t ure . That pledge 

of allct;iance again car ries a message that I have tried to carry t o you this I 

morninr; - - One nation , not t wo . One, not rich and poor , not bl ack and white , but 

one nation, under God . (Applause ) • I 

Not one nution only lrith bank accounts, o11ly with gr oss nati onal 

product , but one nation that recognizes that every ::.·:Lght t hat we have is the 

unalienable r ights, tho God- given rights that come 'vi t h our birth as children of · 

God . One nation , under God, indivisible, with liberty and jus t i ce for all. 

That is T~ creed; t hat is yoUl~ creed, and that is t he Americ.~ creed, 

and you live with it in every day of your life , and vie will make it a r eality in 

our time . 

1~nank you very much. 

(S tanding Ovation .) 

PRESIDENT ABEL : \"/ell, Hr. Vice President, I am sure that t remendous 

dr-monstrat:lon on tho part of tho delc3aJces spoaks botter than any words I could 

et.p1•uJ~, i;hc tr tt~t.Hld0Utl ll.p}?ruoitr~ion that 'Ll i ddCJd'.l tion ho.o for yow' buing \li'Lh 

us her e t his morning . 

••:r ' 



J.... It's good to be back home with friends. 

~ Some 20 years ago a few young men and women in 

Minnesota set out to build clean government in their city 

and a clean party in their state. 

We faced Communist infiltration in our party. We 

faced hoodlum influence in our city. We faced corruption 

and bribery in high places. We faced threats and we were 

on the receiving end of violence. And, worst of all, we found 

a lot of the honest citizens didn •t seem to care·. 

/. But when the going got toughest we found that the 

people we could count on were the Steelworkers. I remember 

how Phi I Murray ••• Nick Zone rich ••• Earl Bester ••. and the late 

-
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Smai le Chatak, among others, stood with us and helped us 
: :=::.. 

see it through. 

L.And we got the job done. 

There hasn't been a time si nee then, when the going 

was hard, that the Steelworkers haven't stood up and been 

counted. 

L We've been through some battles together in these 

past 20 years, and I don't think any one of us has any regret. 

For we have bui It a stronger and better America, 

dO'S biB blfere. And we wi II make it stronger and better yet. 

1.. We have won some great victories. But the greatest 

ones are sti II ahead. 

I We have stood together for civi I righ~it l. 
I remember how, in 1948, a ~~lei~ 

walked out of Convention Hall in Phi !adelphia because they 

did not agree that we were 172 years late in civi I rights. 
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< We have made up some lost ground since then •• Ou! 

Negro citizens, and citizens of other minorities, have moved 

a long way toward the equality they deserve as Americans. 

~ But we are sti II far too late. We have sti II not fully 

matched our creed with deed. = 9 ........... 

Too many Americans sti II lack: 

<--the right to vote in ~ elections; 

~:.. -the right to go to any school for which they 

are qualified; 

L--the right to own any home they can afford; 

h --the right to get a job on the sole basis of 

ability to do the work. 

Z There is unfinished work before us, and I say now is 

the time to get on with it. ~ 

""J\. W! have stood together for medical .care 



-4-

~h e first bi II I introduced as a Senator in 1949 was 

for hospital and nursing home care under Social Securi~ 

and I was told that to even propose such a thing was to 

commit political suicide. 

L Today we have Medicare as the law of the land in no 

all part because you kept up your fi ~~~ 
Today our federal investments 

bring better medical care to those who need it. 

Ue sti II lack enough well-equipped, modern hospital 

space. We sti II lack trained administrators. We face a shortage -
of medical technicians, nurses and doctors. 

L....we cannot be satisfied until every community in 

America has medical facilities that are available in the best. • We have stood together for education. 



-5-

~ r chi ld ren today stand a far better chance in I i fe 

than they did yesterday. In the past three years alone we 

have more than doubled our fed era I investments in education. 

We have passed new landmark laws. 

/... Now, we must use these new education laws -- the 

basic building blocks -- to move ahead and make every American 

school a place where children learn. 

L.rhe fight we won at the federal level now has to be 

made at the state and local levels. Every person in this 

room who has ever been a school board member knows what 

I'm ta I king about. 

i w_e have s~d ,!.ogethe~ for 20th century government. 
uus 

When a fair reapportionment of our state legislatures 

was threatened in the Congress. you helped to turn back that 

threat. Today the vote of every voter. whether he lives in the 

h:,art of the city or the fringes of wi ldernes~ counts rilE 



• 
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Today our country faces a crisis of local government 

because our urban areas no longer remotely resemble what 

they were at the turn of the century. The services people 

need -- and the revenues needed to pay for them -- just ...... 
can •t be provided in the mixed-up, overlapping, outdated 

framework bui It around, over and through our metropolitan 

~eas., ~ n city after city I vi sit, I find mayors without 

autnority, ctty treas uries without money, and anywhere 

from 10 to a thousand jurisdictions trying to run things. 

L.. We must work at the local level to bring some sens~ 
to local government. To begin with, only about 30 percent of 

our people vote in local elections. I say we have to stir 

things up so that people really care about how their tax 

dollars are being spent, about how their cities and suburbs 

are being governed. 

Mr. Abel, I know no one better qualified to take this 

job on than the people in this room. 
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We have stood together for an economy of growth 

and of social justice. 

I don 1t need to tell you the difference between today 

and five years ago in the steel business. Those furnaces 

are going. 

~ l Today we are in our 67th straight month of economic 

~ 1 growth and expansion. Everyone has gained during this 

expansion -- business, the farmer, the consumer, and lab9r, 

We have baked a bigger pie, and each of us has a bigger piece. 

That expansion hasn 1t happened by accident. It has 

happened because we turned away from the old orthodox, 

stale economic theories .-- 4lili 1n11 "ml I' .. a.- . I 

a.lle@i gt mtljerlrmd ""~ )l!j'hniie% n iial;hr lUI MtL we've taken 

modern economic policy out of the dog house and put it in 

the White House. 

k_ut we have no written guarantee of a golden, never­

ending prosperity. We must make the hard decisions and 

actions that are needed to keep our grow.th balanced aQd stable. 
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To borrow a phrase I heard somewhere, we don 't need "a 

depression to make your hair curl. 11 Nor do we want an 

inflation that could take away what we've gained. 

And that is why we've got to exer~tt;"p~ne -- all of 
w 

us --in keeping on a steady course. 

You know of the actions taken by President Johnson 

during the past days to keep federal expenditures in check. .. 

to temporarily suspend the tax credit on investment in plant 

and equipment and accelerated depreciation provisions for 

commercial and industrial construction. You also know about 

his actions on behalf of people hurt by the squeeze on credit--

small business men, home buyers, states and municipalities, 

students, and little people generally. 

(.Our President has called tor action to head off inflation. 

He has asked business to restrain its use of credit. •• 

to keep inventories at reasonable levels ..• to postpone investments 

where possible ••• to set prices on the basis of real costs ••• and 
c; .. 

to limit profits . 
..) 
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( He has asked banks to handle loans fairly and 

without excessive profit. 

~ And he has asked labor to avoid wage demands that 

would raise the average level of costs and prices .•• to permit 

new people into its trades ••• and to work with business to II Ht,., 
. d t· .ty .. LJj. -1. M44A 6/bl . ra1se pro uc lVI • -. ~ 

L.., None of these things wi II be easy for any of the 

people involved. (In fact, I lost my new Vice Presidential 

to organize -- I mean for the repeal of 14-b. That•s a fight 

we haven't won yet. But we are going to win it. You have 

the President's word for it. You have my word for it. 

We have stood together for all the things that could 

make America live up to its eromis~ -- more equal rights for -
our people ••• better medical care for our people ••• better education ••• 



better and more efficient government. •• a growing and just 

economy ••• the eradication of poverty ••• decent w~ges f for a.n 

honest day's work. . • cleaner air and water ••• modern 

transportation ••. cities where people ~n live as . neighbo,rs, •• 
. -

in safety, in harmony, in progress -- and we shall continue 

~~ We have stood together, too, for responsibility 

in the world around us. 

You recognized early on the threats of fascism and 

of communism -- both of which would ruthlessly use many 

people to benefit a chosen few. 

L You recognized early in the day that no ocean was 

wide enough to protect us here at home while international 

bullying gained momentum overseas. 

{_And you recognize today that there is no way to escape 

the role of world leadership for a nation that is the strongest, 

the wealthiest, the most powerful country on earth. 
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/..,And so we stand together once more in resistance 

to aggression ..• in dedication to social and economic progress 

around the world ••• in the search for lasting peace. 

L In these past years, we've moved ahead in America. 

~ We've moved ahead to create the kind of society that, in our 

early days together, seemed only a distant dream. 

L we•ve moved ahead toward our goal: To build one 

nation, under God, truly i ndivi si ble, with liberty and 
---

justice for all. And we shall not rest unti I we have iL 
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