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t's good to be back home again. 

Over the past few days I've been traveling throughout 

our country. Today alone I've been in New Jersey, Pennsylvania 

and Indiana. I've been talking -.I've been~ooking and ~ 
e ~ - - ~~$ 

~~WIIMIIII'-sa.!i~·- • .-
S I return home, I would like to take a few 

minutes to share with you some of the things that are on my 

Wherever I go I find that people have a good grasp of the 

fundamental currents moving throughout the world. 
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And I find that they realize, more fully than we might 

suspect, how closely what we do at home is tied to peace 

and safety in the world .... 

~It was only a few ~ears .ggo that we Americans talked 

about foreign policy and domestic policy as if they were neatly 

compartmentalized and had nothing to do with each other. 

'
1Foreign policy" was something carried on by the State 

Department at diplomatic receptions and in European ~t;.:, ' 
~-···+4 jl LIS. "Domestic policy" was something i nvolvi ngl\.wages, the 

rate of unemployment, politicians and voters. Unless we were 

involved in war overseas -- or contagious depression at home --

the two seldom got mixed up together. 

~he time has long si nee passed when ~a:thation ~a 
live isolated from its neighbor~ The time has passed, too, when 

any nation fn#'lti'believe what happen.tllinside its own borders 

~ its own business, and nobody else's. 
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And the people of our nation know~. 

~The violence in our city streets and the unfinished 

business of civil ri hts are just as much a part of our 
• 

"foreign policy" as the plight of the Qtvetoolo.a..co!Jotz:ies and 

wars of national liberation are a part of our 11domestic policy. u 

We h-=:2, laet that our ability to meet our 

responsibilities in the world depends ultimately on the strength, 
fiiw-,14::' ~ IL 

growth, and freedom of our own American society.. ,Q ; ~ _..... .,..,. .. ...._~ 
And we have set ourselves sli ·§I · 11: 11~ on a course Q 

to build a stronger ... a growing ... a freer America. 

Basic to all our efforts -- both at home and in the world 

is an economy both of expansion and of justice. 
.. • :1= • 

We have had the right ingredients for economic vigor 

for a long time --the initiative of our businessmen ... the skill 

of our workers ... the productivity of our farmers ... the ingenuity ... _ -
of our scientists and technologists ... the vision and enterprise of 

men and women such as yourselves. 
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·-·~ 
Bwt, ellS 1 i 119 ll 1e :t1EB's, his superb economy of our~ was working 

back and forth with a hesitation step in between. ~ 1;. "" r - 11ft,. .. j;3...,e YtiF'' ()IIA./ In the economic growth leagu.ei we were way ~ in 
"' v wH-t,l 

the second division. - ~ • 

~Now, we are in our 67th straight month of economic 

expansion -- the longest and strongest economic expansion 

ever experienced by any nation, anytime, any place. 

~1i18 lalere I llia3t slip ill w tbllilliel cia I: 

~ Our growth didn't happen by accident. It happened in 

large part because your government adopted and implemented 

modern economic policies -- po.licies which promoted growth 
' O!TZ a ' FE . ' TZ,,X~Pz'~ 

rather than frustratirig it... policies which created a climate 7 ~ .... 
in which we could all move forward. 

f!.very productive element in our society has sp.ared in 

the dividends of our growth. Profits are up, wages are up, 

farm income is up. 



' '· 
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~ Prices have gone u~ too .-- but less than in any other 

major industrial country. And we stand committed to turn back 

the threat of inflation. But we are meeti" this toreat, and · 

carry the burden of headin off what is a threat to all of us. 

J.. That is why the Pr~sident and the Congress, as you 
$A 

the 
know, have taken/initiative in these past few days to help 

those ~ by credit shortages. We ~ credit 

~ tons of steel, bushels of wheat, dollars and many other material 

things. But we are even richer in human resources -- and we 

mean to be richer yet. 

We know by experience that investment in oeqgJe yields a 
f 

higher return than any other kind. 
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In the last three xears ,we have more than doubled our 

federal investments in health and • education. -
· al and mental 

iII ness, and to ensure to as many Americans as possible the 

blessings of ~dies and sound minds. 

Awe seek to assure to every young American the opportunity 

for all the education he can absorb -- so that he can achieve 

his full potential in our society. 

Lu hi story, as H. G. Wells wrote, is 11a race between 

education and catastrophe," we mean to win that race~;• tit,~ ... 

We have launched an all-out war against poverty -- the 

first nation in hy,~o so.-~~~f~ 
~rO~ta.~ cd-td-ftAM-dW...UA 
~have comm1ttQT o'urseTVe's to an all-o~t effort 

to make the Emancipation Proclamation a reality -- to match 

our creed with deed . ............ "~~ 
The progress we are making in this country is far beyond 

what would ever have been predicted as we entered the 60's. 

I 



and healthier places sl>6a lfte.~Uc 1., •1"-lo ~ 
L We know that our rural people, and rural communities, 

must receive a fairer share of our prosperity ..... 
. . 

~ We know that our air must be made more fit to breathe 

We know that there are sti II too many doors of opportunity 

closed to the knocking, ~g,kies loui)-•-=•g of our fellow citize~ ... ~ .. 
left outside in the em ti ness of poverty and di scri mi nation. 

We are determined to keep our nation growing. We are, 

.ii i -::ifMtf>'-2, determined to expand the frontiers of hope and 
- -~ 

freedom for all who live in our nation. 

(. But, in this nuclear age, we are not so short-sighted as 

to believe that we can live in splendid, prosperous, happy 

isolation in a world of turmoil, poverty and hunger. 
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Nor can we justify in our own hearts what we do at 

home if we seek less for our fellow men in other places. 

L That is why we have committed ourselves to the bu i ldi ng 

of a world living in the spirit of the United Nations charter ----- -------------------------~ -----
a world where large and small nations alike may live in - -
diversity and in peace. 

--:(That is :; we have pledged ourselves to programs ~~,C.,. el 
j& help weak, struQQii ng and young nations create strong, free __ _.~.~ ~ ~ --

and stable societies. -
f..!.hat is why we resist aggression which would threaten 

4W'I' the works of nation-building-~~~~~ l': ~~-~~-··'- --«-, 
~ The challenges we face ahead -- both at home and in the 

~~,~orld -- wi II not be small ones. But I, for one, believe our 

~ people wi II be able to meet them. 

America's story is the story of brave, compassionate -
and adventurous people. 
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It is the story of people plowing untilled land ... of 

cities and towns bui It from the ground up. 

America's story is the story of men and women 

immigrants or the children of immigrants -- reaching out 

for a new and just society . ..... 
It is the story of a nation breaking down old barriers ... 

of a people filled with optimism and faith. 

It is the story, above all, of a people determined that 

each new day can be better. ftlftli ••• 11 Ltt, .,d that each 

generation shall break through to a new realization of its hope. 

If there is a people destined to meet the challenges of 

our times, it is the American people. I believe we shall 

succeed. 

# # # 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


