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vf·f·~ 
v r~ did not come here today to tell you that you never 
~ - ~(l ,~.... hadltsog~ ~n_ _· 
~ L l did not rome to criticize or to ~ur~ 71--~ 

stewardship of our vital soil resources'' 

L I have come to thank you for your hard work •• .; 

for your ingenuity ••• for your progressive thinking •• ~ 

for your unsung success in making America the best~ 
; .. 

nourished nation in the worl~ · 



L I have come to thank you for being the resourceful, 

productive people that you are., 

'-.And I have come to tell you that the Johnson ... Humphrey 

Administration is fully committed to giving the American 

farmer his full and rightful place in our growth and our 

prosperity.-~ 

l He deserves nothing less. He must have nothing less. 
Jc':-

Let me take a few moments today to put into perspective 

the challenges we Americans face in the world today,, and 

especially those challenges which directly involve and affect 

the American farmer • 

( When we look at American agricultu'>' we see an 

industry strong and highly developed in its productive efficiency. · 

L rhe American farmer stands as the W, time undefeate<) 

, cham.pion,. unchallenged~: llnexc;lled pr ... ~_du_c_in_,gest person on 

earth •. 



~Each Amet'ican farmer feeds himself and 37 other people -

and he feeds them weiW No other farmer in any other ~. 

country even comes close to that.; - ,...J.~cL;.:;:.., ~ 
ln recent years we have sought to improve government 

programs designed to assist agriculture. Neither the machinery 

nor the programs have been perfe~ but we are trying each day 

to make them better., 

~s~u.~R~~~Hd, f!~m~flp. 

)The surplus is gone. It no longer hangs over markets 

to depress them., The rate of consumption is growing. 

Lwe see,i in short. an agriculture su~erbly and uniquely 

qualified to help meet the challenge not only of expanding 

domestic markets, but of a hungry world•i 

~ ~ There is a new day ah:!for American agriculture. 



.. 4 ~ 

~We must be ready for that day .. ; We must do what is needed 

to meet the times., 

L We must be ready to expand American agricultural 

production •. 

L And we must be ready for changes in emphasis in our 

government agricultural policies. · 

L Today we need to expand production of whea~, feed 

grainssu soybeans , and dairy products •. 

L In the last four years •. the world has consumed some 

!DO million bushels of wheat per ye.ar more than it has produced. 

L In the last four .. years., it has utilized about 6 million 

tons of feed grains more than •t has harvested. 

In the case of soybeans, we are using all we produce• 

Carryovers are minimal-, The demand continues to grow. 

L./here is every indication we will need big crops in these 

commodities for several years hence. UJ,~ ~ ... 
~L:ir~bAJ:.. f~UA~ 
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L Our production of milk is insufficient na.v .. That is why 

we raised the support level for manufacturing milk to four 

dollars per hundredweight. 

~~We also need to determine and announce government 

programs at an early datei6 And we will., For example,. we ~uld 

not • and we shall not ~ postpone until just before planting 

time th; t,e
3
;d grain and ~~eed R_roduction goals the Department 

of Agriculture recommends as desirable in 1967J.!!: all know 

that more and more farm plans are now made so far in advance -
that there isn't much left undecided by Christmas for the next 

y;ar•s production progrgflL. .;JJ,.,... 

4 We need to maintain adequate reserves.· .. 
{ We must have food reserves for national security..; We 

must have them to assure our markets of adequate supply 
4 

at fajr prices.· We must have them to serve as a cu shion against -
bad weather. 
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A These reserve;_ can_and should be insulated from 

the marketplaceL The;will be used if needed.; but they are 

not meaf1t to be used in direct competition with sales by 

farm:;s.lJhe Commodity Credit CorJX!ration should aot be 

;nd will not be your competitor1 It should supplement-'~~ 
J: f:,rm income,; ~ 
~ Our JXISition of world leadership requires that we 

maintain an arsenal of food and fiber just as we maintain an 

arsenal of military weaoogs. 

~ But your govermre nt has no intention of calling UJX!n 

the American farmer to provide that arsenal at the sacrifice 

of a fair price and a decent incomi:> 

~ We have no intention of calling on American agriculture 

to pay the cost of policies and programs that belong to the 

entire nation. ~ 



a>vJ fU.t.b ,_ ~""';u, prr~ 
INSERT ~e 

/ In the last five..Years, the price of eleven key foods in . 

the c_9(lSumer price index has risen less than nine per cent. 

During the same period, the weekly earnings after taxes of a 

worker in industry has risen more than twenty per cent. The 

profits of American corporations have more than doubled and 

dividends have more than tripled. 

Z In no country do consumers have as large a choice of 

nutritious foods as in this country. And the percentage of 

disposable income that is spent for food is lower in the United 
: . 

States than in any country on the face of the earth• 

I.Jhe best bargain in the world is the food that the American people 

get this day, in this month of October, 1966. 

i Consumers can thank the American farmer for this in a very 

large part. Consumers reap the benefit of abundant prod.uction 

on our farms and, in turn, farmers benefit from full employment, 

in the rest of the economy. 



INSERT (continued} 

by the same token, consum:s do~ benefit in the 
... 

long run from depressed farm prices. We all need each other 

for a full and balanced prosperity •• 
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~ The Johnson .. Humphre\Administration knows that the 

American farmer is doing more than his share in helping to 
• b 

create well•being and prosperity in his country-. 

~ Three agricultural commodities ... wheat., feed grain~ and 

soybeans ... are leading exports from the United States,, each 

over $1 billion a year •. 

~· In the current fiscai year., our agricultural exports 

are estimated to reach nearly $7 billio.n. We will receive 

$5 billion of this in dollars .w a major,. positive contribution 

to our balance of payments. ..,._ 

A We know that farmers are doing more than their 

share in helping to create a freer and more peaceful world •. 

And we will not be satisfied until they stand in the position of 

equality they deserve in our society. 

Today. partly because of farm legislation achieved 

in the past few years,, we are seeing an improvement in farm 

income_ 



On o~TtJbeR. J 
1 

1 CJ{po ,; you were selling your hogs in 

OH~~A for 1~1[~ a hundredweigh~; 01 OcTo6e~ I 

of this year you were getting~~ a hundredweigh~ 

Number one yellow soybeans were bringing yo~(oa, 
a bushel in C.Aic~tyo on OcTo6e~ 1

1 
J<uo •; 01 that same date 

this year they brought you ~~a ikJf busheL' 

Farmers were receiving !?f •.• a bushel in OHA-1, A 

~ 
for their number yellow corn on Oc0k~ ~ tVUJ ·~ Six years 

later that corn was bringing them #11 .}1 a bushel.1 And if 

you were in the Feed Grains Program you received an 

average ot~Jf a bushel.-

Choice grade be~eers weighin,__ __ 
0.. a~.,.,./ 

1100 pounds were bringing farmers 'i."t,'l.a on Oe.To/,e;r ~ rctttJ • 

The price haJ risen to~5"-~~ on Oc1obeR. t
1

Jt:tCt ., ... 
.,_ 1~---J ~ ~AAJ ~ '7.~1:?-..: ~~c 
~,_,. --7/ ~~~'/'~ 



And number 2 hard winter wheat was selling in 
0!1Ah~ 4 

'*•••s q for l.qt on o~Tob~" 11/qto. , Sir'years later,, with 

the Wheat Certificate Program in operation,i farmers Wfi' e 
an 

11 
receiving/average of ~.LJ l for the same type wheat.; 

/0_he farm programs begun by the Johnson;;Humphrey 

Administration have workec4· They have had a favorable eltect 
• 

on farm income. We should not abandon them~ Rather.) we 

should continue to make improvements in them which will 

own people • much less the needs of others in the world., 

As a result.) the developing nations of Asia,.; Africa and 

Latin America look increasingly to America and other free 

nations • not just for food and fiber11j but also for answers as to 

how they can do more to feed and clothe themselves.; 
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L.. That is why I believe that,; in the long run,; our food 

power • Ciillrl more thail military pow;r . can be the critical 
s 
factor in the achievement both of democratic institutions and - .., I 

of peace in the world. 

L The overwhelming fact of our time ;... a fact that is being 

recognized far too late in the day is this: That in a world of hunger:.~ 

there can be no peace. 

" Food power is our secret weapon Food is life. Food -
is strength.t Food is hope and compassion.: 

t Food is the giver of health and _vijor to childreno ~ 
is the vit~ ingredient of social stabilitY and p~ac;tul chang~ · 

L_ Let us use that po!e! wisely and wei!:. 

A Let us. ' in the world,. act in the same spirit that today 

is everywhere in our society at home '"' a spir" building. or 

progress. of commitment to equality and justice •. 
• .... - m - a 



... fl ... 

~Let us use the tremendous resources at our command 

to bring health, education, food and the techniques of modern 
? ....... - --. 

agriculture to struggling nations living in the shadow of famine 

and outside aggression. 

L It is today our challenge and our responsibility - to 

replace, throughout the world, the blind stare of hunger and 

poverty with the clear vision of a freer and happier day ahead. 
r Z If we meet that responsibility, we have the chance ..,. as few 

others have - to be remembered in history not as makers of wa,r, -
but as makers of peace. • • not for our wealth, but for our 

compassion ••• not for out things, but for our ideals. 

~ave faith that we Americans- and especially those 

Americans who draw their strength from the rich earth ..... will 

prove equal to that responsibility • 

. " I have faith that our P!'!!uc~vity, our~erience, our 

knowledge, our determination, can be successful in the building 



of a world where lights shine forth from every window ••• 

where the bounty of earth wave?. from across open fields •••• 

where children stand strong and straight to face a future 
. = 

filled with peace and promise.co 



F o r TUESDAY pm' s 

UP EY ~ f'~ 
E T 

UTIC , 

TO E , 1966 

I li cont st . I U competiti n. { nd I no 

th t som of you iII point out that l'v cho n th 

rl ht occup ·on for tt.) 

com tor • Th rlcan 
f 

st nds th 11-tl und feat , ch mpion, 

n II n , unexc II producln st p r on n rth. 

E ch m rl n f rm r f s him If nd 37 h r 

peopl -· and h f s th m II. r in 

ny o h r country n com cl to th • 

up h n n th t th m ri n far r 

th ckbone of th country. Th h s never n 

mor In ur 

lety -- th n it Is • 
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Today I want to talk with you about how can 

ke p that backbone straight nd strong. 

tn this ' ntury. rur I Am ricans have been 

rushing In lncr aslng numbers to urban centers. 

Th trend has continued to th point wh r today 

r c nt f our total population lives on only on per 

cent of our land ar • 

If th tr nd conUnu It will 75 per cent In 1975, 

nd by 1 there ill be as m ny le crowd in o our 

citi s th re er In all m rica in 1960 

But th flight from rur I m rica h s not n 

on of uantity alon • 

ural America h s en exportl ng som of its most 

tal nted peop1e. 

ne r cent survey shOWed th , of 100 presidents 

of th nation•s I lng Industrial firms, 41 cam from 

small towns and rural r as. 



univ rsiti s. 12 cam from rur I r .as. 

Of 20 t m n in th sci n , 9 ca from rm 

communltl s. 

ltd sn ma 

to fi II wi h mor and mor ml r nts. Nor d · It 

mak en for rur I m ri t Jo a g h r of I 

r at st r ... - its hu n r sources. 

H 01ng to ~ p th own n th f rm? 

going to . in th m k nc th y•v 

n -- n 

JOin th m In rur I merl 7 

GJ Th h rt f ur forts I s i m kin rur I erlca 

mor attractive in r aJ se of th ror • 

that I th it Is tod v ... tor f r indus ry. 

Thi y r industry in t Uni St te i i sting 

ut 26 Ilion d II rs in n pi nts nd uipm nt or 

m n 11f t"h 'rl n n In 



Every billion invested is equal to one thousand 

plants, worth a million doll rs ach. Stack 25 thous nd 

more pl nts on top of that and e get an idea of our 

annu I lndustri I growth or replacement. 

I it imposSible to believe that rural merlca could 

get more of this th n oday -- not neces rily all in 

million dollar plants but In whatever siz Is most suitable 

for the location, along with th supporting business that 

com s with new Industry? 

Rural industrialization may not be as difficult s 

many think. It h s already worked In som parts of our 

country. 

For one thing, ne rly every town has committee 

or group prepared to d al with industrial and busln ss 

growth. State governments constantly strive to encour ge 

I ndustriaJ nd busl ness Investment in their st tes .. - s your 

stat government has under the leadership of Frank rrison. 
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nd the f ral goyernm nt ha r nge of programs to 

glv Impetus to rural rtvlval -- Including the new rural 

lndustrtatlzatlon progr m In th epartment of Agriculture. 

II the local, stat and federal people d vot to this 

ffort can talk bout Increased profits, low rsonn I turn· 

over nd hi h staff mor I In rural m rica --

rfor in pi 

they li It 

They can talk about tran portation syst ms, that 

rJ ng ra mat ri Is and m r s no mor than f 

hours } • They can discuss with Industry our gr 

r compl x with sources seldom far from rural 

community. 

They n t It about m npow r -- manpow r that h 

h ndled machinery from chi klhood ••• manpower that Is 

tral n or tr In ble. 
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They can talk about the choice lndustrl I land to 

found in rural America. It Is land th can accommodate 
I 

present n eds nd fUture XJ)Insion. It Is I nd n rer 

reg onal mar nd nearer new, expandl ng m ruts. 

Ther Is another thl ng they can tell Industry: 

It is about th 150 thousan rural leaders mobilized 

si 1961 to cr te mor jobs In rural communltl s 

and to improv rur I living conditions. 

In braska there ar 840 of th se volunteers 

working in th ural COmmunity D velopment program. 

Since 1961 they have compl ted or ha under WfltJ 137 

projects and they hav 41 In th plannl ng stage. Th 

projects lnclud more recreation I facilities. marketing 

facilities nd busin s expansion loans, and ran of 

other activities_ 

ur I mmunlty D velopment groups have lready 

ccompllshed great many things that attract industry and 

mall busi n ss. 
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And it is in th respect that every community h 

continui n rtunlty. 

@ No Industry nts to locate in a pi e that loo 

If It's head for the 1950's Ins of th 1 70's. 

Industry nd busin ss r presentatlves must be 

old on th ranee and uality of community. 

And thl is an rea In which the mertcan 

farmer nows h to le • 

h quallfr appear nc in community com s 

In th form of l nd farmst s, homeslt s, town sit s, 

nd public properties. 

It ean the remo I or upgrading of dll pldat 

or det riorating buildings. 

It means th man-m e tructures and pi ntings 

should enchance th beauty of their natural s tUng -· 

tting that Includes landscape, open space, wildlife nd 

natural recr ation places. 
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tn ttractlng busines and tndustry, t er must 

qu lfty in community facillti s. too. 

Th e f lltl should reflect th I vel f 

i mpro m nts t n prl vate roperty. 

thools, church s, p rks, nd public utlttti 

houl s hi h s the community can tor • 

itt In shi ngton the u r n 

f ur rur I co m nlti • 

million doll rs nnu lly has n u horlz 

for rural hou lng improv ment lo ns. Th f' rm rs 

om dml nistr tion provides ch y r pproxi mat ·ty 

1.1 Ilion doH r in I n • neflting n rly 2-112 million 

rural 

In th fflc of conomic pportunity progr m during 

th st two years, som 30 thousand antl-po rty loans 

n mad to d elop 

lnco -producing f rm enterprises. 
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brought electricity to more th n 155 thOusand 

rur I consumers for the first time during th . t year. 

Sine 1961 ov r 1 thous nd 7 hundred ns for 

241 mi Ilion doll rs hav n made to de lop community 

ater systems. 

r th n h If of II the families ho have n flted 

from our public housing and urban r n al progr ms n 

II In communitl s of less than SO thou nd peopl • 

95 out of ev ry 100 urban pt nning grants go to 

communities under SO thousand. 

Four out of five of the communities receiving public 

housing grants now have populations under 25 thou nd. 

Yet each of us knows that all the plan • an the 

money, aU th speeches coml ng from shi ngton wi II not 

enough in themselves to change the picture of rural 

m rica In the eyes of the sons nd daughters who look toward 
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futur in th dty, or of thos ch rg th ded ·on 

fo busin s and industrial In estm nl 

hat will n ed, leadersi)IP --

I ad r hlp e ry I I of go rnment, In ach community, 

v ry h u old. 

h will neeoeo wi II I ershlp by me of 

orens n ••• of your ongr ss n, I lr c llan. n 

th t I · hy I k for your su rt of th men in 

o¥ mber. 

Th ar m ho not ebras s pi 

r from. Th braska as pl c 

her peopl ar and where they f her Industry -
is n They see ebras s s te rowing. •• -
moving to rd ••• ch lien i ng its tom n 

rtunlti s. 
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They see br ska as a state where prosperous nd 

happy peopl can lead the way for n rural Am rica. 

These are men whose voices wi II be, and re, 

heard In ashlngton just as .they are at home. These r 

men with solid records of public service and of accomplishment 

on behalf of th people of ebr ska. They deserve your 

support I k you to give that support. 

' f ' 
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