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Ralph Waldo Emerson said, "Universities are, of
course, hostile to geniuses which, seeing and using ways
of their own, discredit the routine.”

We are here today to honor Robert Hutchings Goddard
and, in so doing, to honor the university that was not hostile
o his genius.

It is typical of Clark to remember Dr. Goddard through
a great, new library. Out of the collected thoughts of men who
came before him, Robert Goddard evolved his own historic
contribution, and from the library that will bear his nalm
will come other fruit from other men, in an endless perpetuation

of learning.
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Columbus Day Is exactly the right time for us to make a
start of this memorial. It falls exactly halfway between the
day of Goddard's birth, on October 5, 1882, and the day as a
seven-year-old boy that he first dreamed of traveling in space.

It is appropriate in another way. It is hard for us,
involved as we are, to appreciate that we live in a time of
vast enlargement of man's herizon, as hard for us as it
must have been for the people of Europe to know the
significance of Columbus crossing the Atlantic.

We are actors in this drama, so we have trouble seeing
it in perspective. Perhaps those who come after us will see
it plainly only when they look back on our time.

Here some day will come future generations to see the
campus where Coddard experimented and to study the collected
Goddard papers in their official repository. This spot, today,
gains recognition as a threshhold to space.
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What an astonishing change Goddard made in a short
time!

For all practical purposes, 40 years ago the American
space effort consisted of a man working in a laboratory 100
yards from here.

He launched the world's first liguid-fueled rocket from
a farm only a few miles from this campus. It went up 41 feet.

We are told that an assistant standing beside Dr. Goddard
remarked that he could throw a baseball higher than that.

Even at the time of his death, in 1945, the idea of travel in
space was considered a fantasy or a joke.

Yet at this moment the Coddard Space Flight Center in
Greenbelt, Maryland is tracking 33 active, man-made satellites,
producing 200 miles a day of data tape on conditions outside the
planet. In the seconds | took to speak of the Goddard Space
Flight Center, its receivers and computers were accepting
messages from these ‘orbiting iaboratories around earth and
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translating them into 300 feet of tape bearing important information
about space.

Twenty years ago most people in the world would have
ilaughed at the idea but we know now that we shall land men
on the moon and explore the moon thoroughly. Children of
today's college students will be able to take trips to Venus and
Mars,

(% | am chairman of the National Aeronauticsand Space
Council and there are times that | remember longingly that
Robert Goddard often needed only 10 thousand dollars for 2 :
major breakthrough. But | know that the result of a succesétul
seed is a great forest and forests take more nourishment. In
the ; last eight years we have spent 30 billion dollars on space
work.

Itis the largest endeavor in history designed consciously
to advance the frontiers of knowledge.



-5~

Out of it has come a fruitful partnership of government,
industry, science, and the academic community.

We enjoy such side benefits as new medical and surgical
techniques.

There is hardly a part of our :industrial and technological
life that has not been refined and accelerated by discoveries
made in space research.

Yet all this started with one man with an idea. It was
born in a ionely field near here, in a modest laboratory
right on this campus.

it is easy to look upon this achievement as just a happy
accident but | think that would be a mistake.

We were lucky to benefit by Goddard's unique creativity.

But we cannot leave such things entirely to accident.

It is no accident, for example, that we have in this

country institutions of learning that are not afraid of genius.
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We are told that in Dr. Goddard's first year at Clark
there came to this campus for their first lectures in America,
Sigmund Freud and Carl Jung.

The chairman of the physics department was A. A.
Michelson, the first American scientist to win a Nobel Prize.

It is no accident when 2 country has places that harbor
~ men of original thought,

We need to remember something else.

Robert Goddard worked here, at Clark, which has always
been a small university.

Bigness is a characteristic of our times.

There are many things that are more efficient, more
specialized ‘or more profitable because they come in large
units, and we have no need to bewail that fact. But we need
to remember that there is something to be said for small units
in which the individual is not lost.

Robert Goddard and Clark University tell us that excellence
need not come in giant packages.
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They remind us that especially in a mass production
and mass consumption society, the individual and the
individualistic institution must play a creative role.

@ Let us beware of the homogenized society. Let us shun
that condition in which everyone is expected to have the
same opinions and the same habits. This is not only
abhorrent to freedom but it poisons the source of growth.

Goddard had a stubborn faith that helped him survive
discouragement and ridicule, and even a local fire marshall
who considered him and his rockets a menace.

But along the way, iat crucial times, he found other
unorthodox men, men capable of listening to the unusual, of
imagining the future, of believing the impossible.

They came from unexpected places. Some were airplane
pilots and some were philanthropic businessmen with imagination.

If ours were a completely conformist country, we would not be

here today.
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| wouldn't be honest if | didn't confess, as one whe
has often been at both ends of protest, that this can be an
uncomfortable state of affairs.  But there has never been
a moment of doubt that we must have a sociely where men
can speak their minds. Our nation must have people free
to nurture men and ideas whose impact, as Emerson said,
may "discredit the routine. "
We in government learned part of the Goddard lesson
the hard way. At times other governments paid more
attention to his work than his own, a fact we came to
regret. during the rocket attacks of World War i1.
In science and scholarship we must be open to discovery
and look beyond the quick and easy result. But most of all
we must remember that society may encourage genius or discourage
it; apply scholarship constructively or destructively; make men
beneficiaries of theig!ingenuity or the victims of it.
Robert Goddard's great germinal research in space came
only after ‘heartbreak and failure.
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We recognize the need for endless trial-and-error in
science and technology.

And -- today as never before -- we must have the same
faith and endurance in the search for harmony in human affairs.
| know the familiar assertion that man is an aggressive
animal and that conflict and war are inevitable. Yet the goal

of a just and peaceful world can be worth no less than our
highest commitment.

Man has been completely human in his biology for
about socm years. Butonly in the last 100 years have most
major nations begun to look upon all their fellow citizens as
truly deservlng of equal treatment.

For centuries men believed in charity at the same time
that they believed in slavery.

For hundreds of years men said they believed in the
Golden Rule but they really meant, "Yes, but..."; our generation
is the first to drop the "but™:
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It is not yet perfect or universal but it is one of the most
profound changes in human relations and it came to
fruitation in a very short time.
| believe man does have great capacity for harmony
and reason.

But we do not have limitless time.

We do not have the luxury of another 50,000 years
to end fatal rivalries.

In the past we lost a tribe or two; today we could lose
all of civilization.

Nor do we have 100 more years to achieve a fuller
social and economic justice.

Men no longer accept hunger and humilitation in silence.
They know there is no need for misery in the midst of plenty.

Here in our own rich country we face problems generations

in the making -- problems of an urbanizing, technological society...

problems of transport...of poliution...of human relations...
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of education and health...of sustaining a strong healthy
economy.

in the endless search for solutions we have had some
setbacks. But this should discourage us no more than
reverses discouraged Robert Goddard orujwson.

Ours is a system of government blessed with the talent
for change and growth.

We are the least likely people to die of social hardening
of the arteries -- so long as we realize our unigue strength
as an open society.

Neither need we be discouraged in our search for creative
answers in the quest for peace.

Today we are exploring every avenue for an honest and
durable peace in Southeast Asia. We are moving too, to avert
another danger: The danger of an expanding number of weapons
of mass destruction in the hands of an expanding number of

nations.
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Reason tells us that the world cannot become increasingly
crowded with these rival systems of destruction without a growing
peril of fatal accident, miscalculation, irresponsibility, or even
madness.

This country has been ready to take sieps to lower the
peril without lowering legitimate defense. Yet to persuade
non-nuclear nations to reject the costly course of entry’ into
the atomic club, and ‘to: have nuclear nations place provable
restraints on further excess weaponry is a new experience
among nations.

It touches many old scars and revives traditional fears.
Yet we must never cease trying to overcome the catastrophe
that would be further nuclear proliferation.

We seek, too, to make the exploration of space an endeavor
where naﬂons?ﬂe above the bitter memories of battiefields on
earth to find a constructive outlet for their ingenuily, their

energy, and_ their ambition.
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Is it not possible that exploration beyond our own pianet
might convert the present frantic race for earthly destruction
into a mutual effort at cosmic discovery?

)

/. Already the exploration of space has helped us to put our
ey

own world into proper perspective.

\

~J

By taking our thoughts into the upper sky it has given
us a new appreciation that the family of man is on earth as
the creatures of the Bible were on Noah's Ark, floating
through space together, the fite of one the fate of all.

Today, as it huddles on its planet, the human race is
divided by differences of wealth and of ideas.

But the same ingenious mechanisms and enormous energies
that took the human mind into space have also opened for the
first time the possibility of ending poverty and the dissension
that comes from 2 world of haves and have-nots.

We live in a historic time because there is the beginning of
this feeling of kinship and there is also the realistic means at

(353 tila . i
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hand to end the morbid condition that some men live
well only because others do not.

The prospect of sustenance for the whole human race
by itself can change the tribal fears of this globe, if we have
the faith to pursue it.

Robert Goddard, by making men’s ascension from
earth possible, helped sharpen their consciousness of
their common fate.

His technical achievements have become engines of war
but even they, by deterring careless adventures in conquest,
have made nations pause, have given the world 2 short time
in which to consider its ultimate fate.

By helping us see how great is the universe, Robert
Goddard helped us perceive how tightly knit is the human
family,

EE N
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4What an astonishing change Goddard made in a short
time!

Z Faz a]]_pﬁg..-+igwgawsfﬂ?§years ago the American

space effort consisted of a man working in a laboratory 100

yards from here.

ZHe launched the world's first liquid-fueled rocket from

a farm only 4 few miles from this campus, It went up 41 feety
< We are told that an assistant standing beside Dr. Goddard

remarked th::-at he could throw a baseball higher than thats

Even at the time of his death, in 1945, the idea of travel in

space was considered a fantasy or a joke.

Z Yet at this moment the Goddard Space Flight Center in
Greenbelt, Maryland, is tracking 33 active, man-made satellites,
e

producing 200 miles a day of data tape on conditions outside the
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planet,[ln the seconds | took to speak of the Goddard Space
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Flight Center, its receivers and computers were accepting
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messages from these orbiting laboratories around earth and
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Z Twenty years ago most pennle in the world would haye
‘dea but we know now_that we shall land men \
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¢Zid)chairman of the National Aeronautics and Space
Council and ihere are times that 1 remember longingly that
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Robert Goddard often needed only/,3 thousand dollars for a
major breakthrough. BUL | know that the result of a successful
seed is a great forest and forests take more nourishment. In
the last eight years we have spent 30 billion dollars on space
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to advance the frontiers of knowledge.
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Out of it has come a fruitful partnership of government,
industry, science, and the academic community.
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4 There is hardly a part of our industrial and technological

life that has not been refined and accelerated by discoveries
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made in space research.

0 ZYet all this started with one Tan with an idea. It was
born in a lonely field near hera in a modest laboratory

right on this campus.

It is easy to look upon this achievement as just a happy

accident but k2T that would be a mistake.

‘LM We were lucky to benefit by Goddard's unique creativity.

But we cannot leave such things entirely to accident.
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41’( is no accident, for example, that we have in this

country institutions of learning that are not afraid of gemus
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Z We are told that in Dr. Goddard's first year at Clark
M

there came to this campus for their first lectures in America,
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Sigmund Freud and Carl%ung.
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- The chairman ‘of the physics department was A. A.
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Michelson,, the first American scientist to win a Nobel Prize

( It is no accident when a country has places that harbor

men of original thought.

M We need to remember something else.
O Robert Goddard worked here, at Clark, which has always

been a small university.

Bigness is a characteristic of our times.

There are many things that are more efficient, more
specialized . or more profitable because they come in large
units, and we have no need to bewail that fact.( But, we need
to remember that there is something to be said for small units
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in which the individual is not lost. ¢ s

9 ZRobert Coddard and Clark University tell us that excellence

need not come in giant packages.
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Let us beware of the homogenized society, Let us shun‘?\
hat condition in which everyone is expected to have the
same opinions and the same habits. This is not only

abhorrent to freedom but it poisons the source of growth.

Z Goddard had a stubborn faith that helped him survive
discouragemént and fidicule, and even a local fire marshall
who considered him and his rockets a menace.

But along the way, at crucial times, he found other

\ unorthodox men, men capable of listening to the unusual, of
imagining the future, of believing the impossible.

Qhey came from unexpected places, Some were airplane
pilots and some were philanthropic businessmen with imagi‘nation.

If ours were a completely conformist country, we would not be

here today. &
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Z | wouldn't be honest if | didn‘t confess, as one who
has often begn at both ends of protes& that this can be an
uncomfortable state of affairs, But there has never been

a moment of doubt that we must have a society where men
can speak their minds, Our nation must have people free

to nurture men and ideas whose impact, as Emerson said,
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and look beyond the quick and easy result. But most of all
we must remember that society may encourage genius or discourage
it: apply scholarship constructively or destructively; make men

beneficiaries of their ingenuity or the victims of it.

ZRobert Goddard's great germinal research in space came

only after heartbreak and failure.



v

e s LY, N ) i = — a3l =1- S 3¢

0_&3_:" [odmax

_9-

/We recognize the need for endless trial-and-error in
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science and technology.
LAnd -- today as never before -- we must have the same

faith and endurance in the search for harmony in human affairs.
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Al believe man does have great capacity for harmony

and reason.
4 But we do not have limitless time.
e
‘4 We do not have the luxury of another 50,000 years
to end fatal rivalries. .

’)/ In the past we lost a tribe or two; today we could lose

all of civilization.

4 Nor do we have 100 more year’s to achieve @ fuller

social and economic justicey
ZMen no longer accept hunger and humilitation in silence.
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4 In the endless search for solutions we have had some

setbacks. But this should discourage us no more than

reverses discouraged Robert Goddard or Charles Edison.

Z Ours is a system of government blessed with the talent
for change and growth.

4We are the least likely people to die of social hardening
of the arteries -- so long as we realize our unique strength
as an open society.

( Neither need we be discouraged in our search for creative
answers in the quest for peace.

AToday we are exploring every avenue for an honest and
durable peace in Southeast Asia. We are moving too, to avert
another danger: The danger of an expanding number of weapons

of mass destruction in the hands of an expanding number of

nations.
——————
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peril without lowering legitimate defense, Yet to persuade
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Is it not possible that exploration beyond our own planet
might convert the present frantic race for earthly destruction
into a mutual effort aw.u?

( Already the exploration of space has helped us to put our
own world into proper perspective.

Z‘By taking our thoughts into the upper sky it has given
us a new appreciation that the family of man.is on earth as
the creatures of the Bible were on Noah's Ark, floating

through space together; the fate of one the fate of all.
____,.p!r.-o-""‘“ =5
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Z\Today, as it huddles on its planet, the human race is

divided by differences of wealth and of ideas.

Z\ But the same ingenious mechanisms and enormous energies
that took the human mind into space have also opened for the -
first time the possibility of ending poverty and the dissension
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that comes from a world of haves and have-nofts.
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We live in a historic time because there is the beginn'inf_:j of

this feeling of kinship and there is also the realistic means at
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hand to end the morbid condition that some men live
IR

well only because others do not.
4The prospect of sustenance for the whole human race
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f can change the tribal fears of this globe, if we have
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the faith, to pursue itz

4 Robert Goddard, by makjng' men's ascension from
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their common fate.
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By helping us see how great is the universe, Robert

Goddard helped us perceive how tighﬂy knit is the human
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In the endless search for & more just and peaceful
world, we have suffered many setbacks. But thi> should

AU ALa Yot
e s i discouraged

discourage us &0 Aore than
Robert Goddard or Criarles Edison.

Progress, not perfection, must be the measurement

of our purpose.

Z.A burning faith that man was intended to be free must
give us the strength for the long freedom marchz{/_!‘f we
are to defeat man's ancient enemies of hunger, ignorance,

and disease, we must believe that it can be done and oraer
———— e

our lives to the fulfiliment of that g;)alm

43‘4’6 must dare to dream of a world in which men of

different races can live in harmony -- in which nations

big and smail live in mutual respect -- a worla that accepts the
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imperative needs of disarmament, self-determination
by, | /
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ceaceful co-existence, economic and social progress,
and above all, international cooperation.

| think this is what Toynbee meant when he held
before us the promise of our generation. Let me recall
his words to you:

"Our age will be remembered not for its horrifying
crimes or even for its astonishing inventions, butas the

first generation to dare to make thé benefits of civilization

9 available to the whole'human race,s

-~
. oy




Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org





