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Columbus Day Is xactly th right tim for us to make a 

s rt of this m morlal. It falls xactly h lfway tw n th 

day of odd rd's birth, on ctober 5, 1882, and th d as 

se n-y r-old boy th h first dreamed of trav ling In spac . 

It s pproprlat In another way. It is hard for u • 

involved as are. to reci that e II In tim of 

vast nl rgem nt of m n' hortzo as hard for u as it 

must h been for the peopl of Eur to know th 

significance of Columbus crossing the Atlantic. 

W ar actors an this drama, so we have trou 

It in p rs • P rh ps thos who come Her u 

It pi inly only wh n they look back on our tim • 

seeing 

ill 

H re some day wi II com future generations to s the 

campus. wher Goddard experimented and to study the collected 

Goddard papers in th ir official repository. Thl spot, today, 

gains r cognition as a thr shhold to spac • 
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transl tin th m into 3 f et of rin i po nt in rm n 

ut sp • 

T enty y rs most peopl in 

a gh t th i bu know th s U Ia me 
0 th moo and lor t moon t orou hly. Children 

ay' coli stu nts ill n s nd 

@· I ch ir of th ronautlcsan 

C uncil n s that I r m r to lngly t 

R rt uuu~ar often nl;tlgUVU only 1 thous n dolt r for 

kthr ugh. t I kn th the r suit f · ucces ful 

Is gr fOr t re nourl hm nl In 
th I st lght y rs h v s nt 3 billion doll r on sp 

or 

to 
• 
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Out of It h s com a fruatful p rtn rshl of emm nt. 

lndu try, sci nc , nd the cademlc community. 

njoy such sld benefits s n m ical and su ical 

chniqu • 

Th re as hardly a part of our In ustrial and technological 

llf th t has no been refined nd ace I rat . by disco rl s 

m In pac res rch. 

Y t II this sta ith on man with n id • It was 

born In lon ly fi ld near here, I modest laboratory 

right on t is c m us. 

Jt is e sy to look pon this hi m nt s just ppy 

ccident but I think that wou I mlsta . 

~e wer lucky to n fit by rd's unlqu cr ivity. 

ut nno lea su h things ntlrely to ccident. 

It is n accident, for exa pie, that we hav in t is 

country institu ons of learning th ar not afr id of niu .. 
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e ar told that In Dr. Goddard's ftrst year at Cl rk 

there came to this campus for thel r fl rst lectur s In me rica. 

Sigmund Fr u and Carl Jung. 

Th ch rman of th physics department was A. . 

chelson, the first American scientist to win 

It is n accident when a country has I es that harbor 

men of original thought. 

need to r m m r somethl ng els • 

o rt Goddard worked her ., at Cl rk, which h always 

en a small unlv rsity. 

Bign ss Is a characteri tic of our times. 

There ar ny thing that r more fficient. mor 

sp cJ llzed ~or mor profi bl becaus they come in I rg 

unats, nd e have no need to bewaiJ that fact.. ut e need 

to r m mber th t there is something to be s ld for small units 

in hich the i divldual is no losl 

obert oddard and Clark University tell us that exc II nc 

n not come in giant packages. 
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Th r ind us that especially i a mass production 

nd m consumption sod ty, the lndlvidu I and th 

indlvldu listie institution must pi a cr ati¥ role. 

(§) t us r of th hom nlz socl ty. us shun 

th t condition in which everyone is xpected to have th 

me opinions an th sa e habi s. This Is not onl 

orrent to fr .edom but It poison the source of growth. 

G ard h 

dlscour m nt nd ridicule. nd even I I fir marshall 

who consl r him an hi rockets m nac • 

ut I ng th W11i, t crud I tim s, h found oth r 

unorthodox m n, men capabl of JJstenin to th unusual, of 

lm Jnin the futur , of II ving the imposslbl • 

They c m from unexpect places. So e w r rpt n 

pilots and som wer philanthropi busin s m n ith amagln tion. 

completely conformist country, w would not be 

her today .. 
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I ouldn't hon st if I I n't onf s, on who 

h s n n t _ th n of rot st, that tttl n 

n omfort bl s t of ut th r n v r n 

mom nt of u th e ust h n 

k th ir In .. Our nation u t h ve fr 

to nurture n ld s whos i ct. s Em rson 

m ~ ' cr it th 

In th 

ntio 

At m s oth r 

th ul 

Js o , 

ks f 

n P 

ms1 

r ul. u f II 

re r h t oci en u r · ni u o dl ur 

it: ply scholar h p co tructl ly r d structl ly; m m n 

u ty h ictl s of I 
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e rec nlz th need for ndl ss trial- nd rror in 

sci nee nd t hnology. 

And .... oday as n ver before -- w must h h sam 

t ith n ndur n in the s arch for harmony an hu an ffal rs. 

i know th f m liar assertion that m n is n aggressiv 

ani mal an that conflict and r ar i nevi tab I . Y t th goal 

of just nd p c ful rid can worth no I th n our 

hi h st commltm nt. 

M n h s be n completely hum n in his biology for 

ut 50, y rs. ut o ly in th last 1 y rs h v ost 

m jor nation un to look upon II t h I r fellow citizens 

truly d s rvin of ual treatment. 

for centurle in ch rlty th sam tim 

th In sl v ry. 

For hundr s of years m said they believed in th 

klen ul but th re lfy m ant, uy , but ••• "; our neratlon 

is the first to drop th "but': 
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I but It is on o th most 

profcund changes In human r I tlons and It cam to 

frul tlon in very short tim .. 

l believ m n have great capacity for harmony -
n reason. 

do not h v the luxury f nother SO, y rs 

to nd fatal rl alri s. 
In th past lost a tribe or two; today we could lose 

II of civiliz tion .. 

or do ha 100 mor years to hi v a fuller 

social and econormc justice. 

n no longer accept hun r an humi lltatfon 1 n silence. 

They know ther I no need for isery In th midst of pi nty. 

Here in our own rich country fat probl ms g n rations 

in the making -· problems of an urbantzlng. technological society ... 

problems of tr nsporl •• of pollution ••• of human relations ••• 
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of uc tion nd alth .... of sus ·n ng stron he lthy 

on my .. 

h so 

But thiS oul di cour. usn mor th 

I son. 

urs i rn 

an ro • 

I st II ly f . jal h rd nlng 

of th rt rl s ·- o lon s r liz ur un u str ngth 

a n n sodety. 

ith r di In our . rch t r cr ti 

an qu I r oeat:e. 

T ay w ar xplorin v nue for n hon st 

ur bl pe In si • oo. to vrt 

anoth r dang r: Th dan r of an e ndl g nu r of pons 

of ss tructl n in th h s f n xp n ing nu r of 

naUo s. 
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eason t lis us that th wor c nnot beeom incr sin ly 

cro d with th. se rlv I syst ms of d struction without a growing 

p ril of al ccid nt, mis Jcul ti n, irresponsibility, or ven 

m n s. 

This country h s en re o ta~ to to r th 

p ril without low ri g I 

non-nucl r Ions o r ject th co tty cours f entry• into 

the tomlc club, nd to h v nucl r n tlon pi c prov bt 

r stra1n s on f rth r xcess weapo ry Is new xp rl nee 

a ong n tions. 

It ouche m ny old r nd r viv s tr ition t f r . 

Y t w mu t n v r c s trying o O\fi _rcom th c ta troph 

th t would furt er nucl r prollf r tion. 

e seek, too, to rna _the explor tJon of sp e an endeavor 

wh re n ion ~ffs bov th bitt r memorl s of ttl fl Ids on 

arth to find constructiVl outl t for their in nuity, th ir 

n rgy, an their mbltion. 
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Is it not possibl that xplor on beyond our own planet 

mi ht con th present frantic race for earthly strucUon 

into a mutual effort at cosmic discovery? 

G) Already he xploratlon of spac has h lped us to put ur 

n world into proper perspective. 

By taking our thoughts into th upper sky It has given 

us a new ppr dation that th family of man is on e rth 

the creatur s of th lble w r on h•s Ark, floatin 

through spac together, the f e of one the tate of all. 

Tod y, it huddles on its planet, the human rae Is 

dlvld by diff r c s of eaHh nd of Ideas. 

But th m Ingenious mec antsms and enormous nerg1e 

that took the hum n mind Into spac h ve also open · for th 

first time the possi llty of endl ng v rty and the dis nslon 

that comes from a world of haves and hav -nots. 

We live in a historic time bee us there Is th beginning of 

this f eling o kinship nd there is also the realistic means 
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hand to nd the morbid condition that som men liv 

w 11 only betau oth rs do nol 

The prospec of sustenance for the hole human rae 

by Itself can chang the tribal f ars of this globe, If we have 

th fatth to pursu ll 

o rt Goddard, by making men's ascension from 

arth possible, helped sharpen their consciousness of 

their common fate. 

Bis technical achi vements h ve becom engl nes of war 

but even they, by deterring carel ss adventures In conquest, 

ha m nations p use, have given the world short tim 

in which to consid r Its ultlm te fate. 

By helping us s how great is the univ rs • Robert 

Goddard hel us percel how tightly knit Is th hum n 

family. 

• # f f 
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~ Ralp~ Waldo Emerson said, "Univer~r7." ;;.-...:=="""-' 
course, _hostile to geniuses which

1 
seei~g and u_:!,ng ways 

of their own, discredit the routine." 
. ·-. .. '• 

L, .'!'Je are here today to hone; Robert Hutchings Goddard 

and, in so doing, to honor the university that was not hostile 

. "' , . 

r-· 
{tfhl! ': . 

r 

It is typical of ·Clar!<.. o, re.rlember Dr. Goddard through ' 

a gre~t, new library. (n~t"or the collected thoughts. of men who 
...... ;• y( 

·. 

ca.me before him, Rober~ Goddard evolved his own historic 
. . 

contribution, and fro m the library that wi II bear his name 
. 

will come other fruit from other men, in an end1ess perpetu fion 

of learning-: ·~ 

0:,. .. 

.. . ~ 

I 
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~~~~~~~~~~C€ - ---
It is hard for u~ 

involved as we are, to appreciate that we live in a time of 

significa_nce of Columbus crossing the Atlantic - .. ..... 

/~We are actors in this dram_;, so we have trouble seeing 

it in perspective Perhaps those who come after us wi II see 

it plainly only when they look back on our time,. - -
/Here some day will come future generations to see the 

campus where Goddard experimented and to study the collected 

Goddard papers in their official repository.Z This spo~ today, 
. u .. 

gains recognition as a threshhold to space . 

- _. 
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/.,what an astonishing change Goddard made in a short 

time! 

years ago the American 

space effort consisted of a man working in a laboratory 100 

yards from here. 

~He launched the world's first liquid-fueled rocket from 

a farm only a few miles from this campus_ ·It went up 41 feet. 

( We are told that an assistant standing beside Dr. Goddard 

remarked that he could throw a baseball higher than that .. 

Even at the time of his death, in 1945, the idea of travel in 

space was considered a fantasy or a jok~. -
~ Yet at this moment the Goddard Space Flight Center in 

Greenbelt, Maryland, is tracking 33 active, man-made satellites, -
producing 200 miles a da of data tape on conditions outside the 

Flight Center, its receivers and computers were accepting 

messages from these orbiting laboratories ·around earth and 

,, J• 
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translating them into 300 feet of tape bearing important information ... -
- aoout space. 

Twenty years ago most pe':'ple in the world would ha e · 

·dea but we know now_..t~a we shall land men 
..-

---------~~· 

chairman of he National Aeronautk;s and Space 

Cou nci I and there are times that I remember longingly that 

It~ 
Robert Goddard often needed only thousand dollars for a 

major breakthrough. Bu~ow that the result of a successful 

"' 
seed is a great forest and forests take more nourishment. In . - . ...... 

the last eight years we have spent 30 bi Ilion dollars on space 

. 
. " .. 

to advance the frontiers of knowledge . 
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Out of it has come a fruitful partnership of government, 

industry, science, and the academic community. 

A 
~ 
~ There is hardly a part of our industrial and technological 

life that has not been refined and accelerated by discoveries - .. 
made in Sp3Ce research . 

( Yet all this starte~ with one man with an idea. It was 

born in a lonely field near her~ in a modest laboratory 

right on this campus. 

It is easy to look upon this achievement as just a happy 

accident but that would be a mistake. 

~ We were lucky to benefit by Goddard's unique creativity. 

But we cannot leave such things entirely to accident. 

4 It is no accident, for example, that we have in this . 
,, '* 

country institutions of learning that are not afraid of genius . 

. , 

I I~ 
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l We are told that in Dr. God~ard'~ "tirst .ye~r at Clark 

there came to this campus for their first lectures in America, 
v 

Sigmund Freud and Carl tjung. - -
The chairman ·of the physics department was A. A. 

-ntU~ 
Michelson.. the first American scientist to win a Nobel Prize 

( It i~ no accident when a country has places that harbor 

men of original thought. 

~We need to remember something else. 

Robert 'Goddard worked here, at Clark, which has always 

been a small university. 

Bigness is a characteristic of .our times. 

There are many things that are more efficient, more 

specialized , or more profitable because they come in large 

units, and we have no need to bewai I that fact./.... Bu~ we need 

to remember that there is something to be said for sma ll units 

in which the individual is not lost. 

~Robert Goddard and Clark University tell us that excellence 

need not come in giant packages . 
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(They remind us that especially in, a '!I. a ~s .. ~ ~oq~!!_on 
and mass consumption socie~ the ~g~~al and the 

in~idu~stic insti tution~ play a creative role. 

Let us beware of the homogenized society, Let us shunl 

hat con.dition in which everyone is expected to have the 

same opinions and the same habits. This is not on ly 

abhorrent to freedom but it poi sons the source of growth. 

/ Goddard had a stubborn faith that helped him survive 

discouragement and ridicule, and even a local fire marshall 

who considered him and his rockets a menace. 

But along the way, at crucial times, he found other 

unorthodox men, men capable of listening to the unusual, of 

imagining the future, of believing the impossible. 

4.hey came from unexpected places., Some were airplane 

pilots and some were philanthropic businessmen with imagination. 

If ours were a co mpletely conformist country, we would not be 

- ; 

' ,, 
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~I wouldn't be honest if I didn't confess, as one who 

has often be~n at both ends of protes~ that this can be an 

uncomfortable state of affai rs6 But th ere has never been 

a moment of doubt that we must have a society where men 

can speak their minds.:. Our nation must have people free 

to nurture men and ideas whose impact, as Emerson said, -
lesson 

In science and scholarship we must be open to discovery -
and look beyond the quick and easy result. But most of all 

we must remember that society may encourage genius or discourage 

it; apply scholarship constructively or destructively; make men . 
. ' .s 

beneficiaries of their ingen uity or the victims of it. 

/_Robert Goddard's gr~at germinal research in space came 

only after heartbreak and failure . 
. " 
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/We recognize the need for endless trial-and-error in 
~ 

science and technology. 

L, And -- today ~s never before -- we must have the same 

~h and endurance in the se~r~h for harmony in human affairs> 

""kAow the familiar assertion that man is an aggressive 

animal an that conflict and war are inevitable. Ye/ "'1 

of a j!:!,St and be worth no les~than our 

_,/· . 

/ highest commitmen 
I .~ 

( Man has been com etely human i lj-i1fs biology for 
"f' 

about 50,000 years, But on I ·n th~/ra-st 100 years have most 
.i 

/~ 

major nations begun to look upqn II their fellow citizens as 
/ 

. / 

truly deservmg of equal treatmfill_t. 

( For centuries-me;-'b'elieved in char~ at the same time 
/~ 

that they believed,Jn slavefY. . 

\. 
For hu reds of yea rs men said they believed\{! the . 

~olde~ le but they really . meant, "Yes, but. .. "; ou~n:ra.tion 
IS tjt{ first to drop the "but·': ~ 

. ; 

' . , ,~ 
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~ ~It is not yet p Cunive~t is one of ~s 
changes ~mar( relations and it ·e· to 

ruitation in er sho rt time. 

~I believe man does have great capacity for harmony 

and reason. 

~ But we do not have limit less time. 

/ We do n~t have the luxury of another SO, 000 years 

to end fatal rivalri es . . 

~ In the . past we lost a tribe or two; today we could lose 

all of civilization . 

~ Nor do we have 100 more year·s to achieve fuller 

social and economic justicec 

}, Men no longer accept hunger and humilitation in silence. 

They know there is no need for misery in the midst of plenty. 

~ i ~~~ . . ;~-~7r}~~"'f;cyr~~~~~a>~ 
in th maki g -- ro blems .if an urbani(ng, techhologica l J~ociety . . . 

/ - a ; ~~ 

Jfs£ort...Vipollution . . /of<human r{1ati9.£1s .. 



L, In the endless search for solutions we have had some 

setbacks. But this should discourage us no more than 

reverses discouraged Robert Goddard or Charles Edison. 

( Ours is a system of government blessed with the talent 

for change and growth. 

~We are the least likely people to die of social hardening 

of the arteries -- so long as we realize our unique strength 

as an open society. ---< Neither need we be discouraged in our search for creative 

answers in the quest for peace. 

~Today we are exploring every avenue for an honest and 

durable peace in Southeast Asia. We are moving too, to avert 

another danger: The danger of an expanding number of weapons 

of mass destruction in the hands of an expanding number of 

nations. 
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Reason tells us that the world can not become increasingly 
~w 

crowded with " e ri':,?l systems o~ de,stru.cijon without a growing 

peril of fatal accident, miscalculation, irresponsibility, or even 

madness. 

~s . country -..-......:.,._,.1 ready to take steps to lower the 

peri I without lowering legitimate defense~ Yet to persuade 

non -nuclear nations to reject the costly course of entry into 
a-~7 

the atomic cluJ and to havi, nuc lear nations place provab le 
· I ,, . A / 

restraints on -. · ._,"~~ s weaponry is a new experience 

among nations" 

~It touches m~o!? .zars and revives traditional fears.. 

Yet we must never cease trying to overcome the catastrophe 

~I 
that would further nuclear proliferation 

J....we ~ek, too, to make the exploration of space an endeavor 

where nationsTffse above the bitter memories of .battlefie lds o·n 
..--

~ .. 

--energy, ---

I• 

I I' 
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Is it not possible that exploration beyond our own planet 

might convert the present frantic race for earthly destruction 

into a mutual effort at cosmic disc·oY!ecy? . 
"""' c 

( Already the exPloration of space has helped us to put our 

own world into proper perspective. 

~ By !~king our thoughts into the upper sky it has given 

us a new appreciation that the family of man. is on earth as 

the creatures of the Bible were on Noah's Ark, floating 

through space together, the fate of one the fate of all. 

~Today, as it huddles-o;=;: pla~·et, .the h:~: ~:ce is 

divided by differences of wealth and .of ideas . 
..,... * .._ ·r re=r= 

~ But the same ingenious mechanisms and enormous energies 

that took the human mind into space have also opened for the · 

first time the possibility of ending poverty and the dissension 
. ' ... :mz:o 

that comes from a world of haves and have-nots. 
. 

We live in a historic time because there is the beginning of 

this feeling of kinship and there is also the realistic means at 

,, 



.. 

-· 
------ --- .. .ao..J..._ -----

0ti:J X 

-14-

hand to end the morbid condition that some men live 

well only because others do not. 

,4 The prospect of sustenance for the whole human race_; 

by itsel) can change the tribal fears of this globe, if we have 

the faith. to pursue it. 

.<Robert Goddard, by making men's ascension from 

earth possible, helped sharpen their consciousness of 

their common fate. 

. Hi s - hni'Z;i .. ach i;~-~~~;~--h ~~;·· ---· -;;; . --~--. of '-;:;?\7., 
J 

; ..... ,. ~·r 
~ . ., .... ~· -- ~'I 

t · ·" 1 .t ... .J.~ .. ··r I " J i 
ila mad n~~~~~--~-v···:{Javrven .• t~tt.~r~ sho __:~ 
n wftftfr o consider.lts. .utti·mate:::fa· e:;::~.__.._...~ 

................. ~.- . 

't"' . ·-------

By helping us see how great is the universe, Robert 

Goddard helped us perceive how tightly knit is the human 

family. r:'L 
·, .. 

# # # 

. .. . 

I f J~ .. 
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In the end ess searcn for a more just and peacefu I 

world, we have suffered many setb cks . But this should 

Robert Goddard or CHarles Edison . 

J.. P~og r_;.ss. n~t perfection. must be the m eas u rem en I 

of our purpose. 

/....A burning. faith tha man was intended to be free must 

give us the strength for the long freedom march. J, f we 

are to defeat man's ancient enemies of hunger, ignorance, 

and disease, we must believe that it can be done and ord~r 

our lives to the fulfillment of hat goal 
. . 

men of 

different races can live in harmony -- in which nations 

big and small live in mutua I respect -- a war Ia that accepts · he 

impera ive needs of disarmam~nt self-determina iof} 
- .~:;._~-.::w 
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peacefu I co-existence, economic and socia I progress, 

and above a II, i nterna""i ona I cooperation . 

I think this is wha Toynbee meant when he held 

before us the promise o{ our generation. Let me recall 

his words to you: 

"Our age wi II be remembered not for its horrifying 

crimes or eve.n for its astonishing invention.s, but as the 

first generation to dare to make · .e. benefits of civi lization 

available to the whole human race~' .. 

: 

,,, 
1 / ~~· 
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