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4What you are planning to do here today and
tomorrow for the young people of the District of Columbia

should be repeated in every major uty of the United States.
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£ We couldn't quite get Home Rule here this summer,
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so for the time being | guess | can be counted as one of

the District's ad hoc mayors -- along with your Commissioners
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Charles Horsky and the Unlted State Congress

ZToday we have the chance to stir up the programs
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and publtc and prwate mstltutlons that affect our children
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and young people day by day.
Wn't@mmﬁay they argn't ifttomg[,a goed jOb wwth
thély r}soqfce}‘ l(ﬁ”ldtét is good, too, to mnovate‘"é)xperlment
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brtng teachers and students together in something other than
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classroom programs. ™ 3?"‘“ Mw
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--Let young people learn that they can make a
contribution through volunteer work to their neighborhood.

--Toss a ball around with a Redskins quarterback.

--Go down to the Smithsonian and find what an
exciting heritage of invention and ingenuity America has
brought to the world.

--Visit an arts institute and see and feel the emotions
of men expressed in ways never realized before.

--Learn of the contribution peoples of every race have
made to the history of this nation and to the cultures of the
world. ~

AWe should be carrying on all these programs, every day.
A But with the rlght k|nd of summer programs we can do

tesserigidity, and we can experiment to find out

It better,
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where new breakthroughs can be made year-around in
wﬁw

recreation, educatlon work opportumtles and youth serwces
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to communities.

A



_3..

(;/,,NJ’[ is my hope that with your planning, careful
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budgetmg and fiscal management and the right cooperation
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from all the Executwe agenmes, we can make greater progress
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in the Dlstnct next summer than has ever been made
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before toward reaching every child and young person, T,E'E
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should be our goal ... | belleve |t can be done

Playgrounds were Ilghted -- what an obvious and
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simple thing, but it took some doing.
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(s /-Some swimming pools collapsed but a lot of
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youngsters were wet and cool in those hot days

w- [ T ORI o o

4We should set as our goals for this city of the
nation, and for every major City s

Z\ Not one idle child.
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Z\Not a vacant and unused playground
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j;_ Not an educational and recreation facility unused, but 24¢
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opened and staffed
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¢’ [Not one concert seat unfllled or one %ﬁ?l"“(’"ﬂ?
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We should mvolve not just the publlc and private

resources of the District but of the_entire Washington
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metropolltan area.
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Z...0ur community stretches far beyond the Dlstr:ct
Ilne jlnto this conference, if it has not already been done,
and certainly into our future planning, should be brought

the resources that can moblllze the entlre Washlngton area
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|'d like to see the major unwersntles plannmg with
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t /| you on how they can better become summer centers of new |
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outreach for the outh of our ci
/ 7 -t youth of our city.

p/ / Why shouldn't we find new ways of puttlng the college
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student receiving work study _;upport to work with every
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community agency?
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g:i..“\! am convinced that we have only begun to tap the

talents of our unwersnty and metropolltan senior high school
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students for summer programs
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What could they do?4 We know that in this country

about a million youngsters drop out of schools each year
before high school graduation, and the experts tell us that
the majority of these are not below average potential.

They azr?e below average performance, but not potential,,

}
4..Their reading skills are low, they are low in math
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skills, but potentially they are good readers and have good

potential for learning mathematics.
,.{;/\The majority of these dropouts are quite capable of
finishing high school, but we have to reach them.

/ We have to find the people and the means to make
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them want to ?@M w?f‘ﬁ,‘_j";fdj,{, &:.'M
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cﬂg‘ ) Let's put our college students to work on these problems

. A
this summer.

4 We can come up with new ways of tutoring, working
with small groups where teaching skills are sharpened and

individual concern is expressed. We must stop and reverse

this terrible human waste.
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~The Presrdent has asked the Vice President to keep
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a year-around task force workmg to get the maximum impact
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from_ feder_alI programs for summer
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g‘\ We are doing just that. There are new federal 33

resources available in every community of the nation.
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We are learning from last summer's experience s

/
/<4nd if we learned anything, it is that to make the best
impact ... to_get to the children who really need the help ...

we have to do a year-around job to be ready for the

opportunities we have with these children during the
12 summer weeks.
AWe know, for example, that nationally we made a very} N
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fine overall numerlcal record of summer jobs ... and shot l N
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over our goal of one. mlllron But what we also know is that
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we really did not reach the Negro youth with the fuII rmpact
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of thls program Now we have to find out why, and with your
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help, devise the 1967 programs to overcome thls failing. =
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LWe know that one of the long-range benefits of

summer work programs is the catalyst of experiences that

keeps a potential drop-out in school., New horizons are
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seen? undreamed of opportunities flashed across a mind
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filled with the drudgery of slum life g
A_One result of our understanding is the United
States Civil Service Commission's agreement to work in

career opportunity programs with the summer government
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job programszp In every major center where the United

States government is employing summer young people,
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there will be programs conducted under skilled personnel

officers to introduce public anquivate_ career opportunities

i

for these summer workers.
h/ That isn't a very complicated idea, but it is a good
example of how a little experimentation here in the District

of Columbia now turns into a national undertaking.
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Well, there is work to do in this meeting. You
know that one of your ad hoc mayors wants to work with you.
We are going to do this job better than ever in the
summer of 1967.
That's because all of you here are starting to get
that job done.
Our goals for the lost children of summer are
quite simple:
Fun, happiness, hope,cheer, new horizons
and a new feeling that they are the children of a society, and
people, and a community that really cares. Cares not just
about today, but about their individual plans, and preparations

and goals for their lives.

# # #



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org





