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MR. AGRONSKY: Mr. Vice President, General 

Harold Johnson, the Ax:my Chief of Staf£ 11 said 

recently tha·t the Viet.nam t\'ar \\fould last ten 

years or more. What do you think? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well ~ I think it is very 

difficult to make any safe prediction as to the 

duration of any \'!arc and particularly 'the war in 

Vietnam with all of its complexities and all of 

its uncertainties and all of th.e strange and 

unkno\m factors of guerrilla warfare. I think 

what is more important is for the American people 

to know 11 as the President put itJ tha·t 't>le t<Jill yet 

face some loss, it will be costlyr and the agony 

of this struggle may \<Je 11 continue for some time. 

In other \<Tords,. to steel o\.lrselves to the tasl' and 

to approach it with will and at the same time with 

confidence. 

ANNOUNCER: From CBS Washington~ in color, 

FACE THE NATION 0 a spontaneous and unrehearsed news 

intervie,.,, with the Vice President of the United 

States 1 Hubert Humphrey . 

Mr .. Humphrey will be questioned by CBS News 

White House Correspondent Robert Pierpointc James 

Reston 0 Associate Editor of the New York Times u and 

CBS News Correspondent Martin Agronsky. 
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Today 1 s interview is brought to you by 

Continental Insurance c the company ·that stands 

behind you and every·thing you own. 

MR .. A.GRONSKY: l>ir. Vice President~> you make 

it clear you :foresee a long t-Jar in Vie·tnam. Do 

you think that the current turmoi 1 in Conmmnis·t 

China presents us ~-my opportunit:ie s ·to shorten the 

'.'('HE VICE PRESIDENT: f.-1!:. Agronsky r I thi11J~ it 

is very difficult for those of us in this count.ry r 

looking at the scene in China through whatever 

vir.t·.as we have or \vhatever portholesr. so to speako 

t.ha·t t-ie havc 0 to really kno\'J what is going on. 

The most ·tha·t tore know is the fragmentary reports 

that come from Hong Kong or from Tokyo . To get a 

clear picture of ltlhat is going on in China today is 

almos·l: an :impossibility for us., aespite all the 

efforts that are made through many sources/ in·telli­

gence sources. ·rhere is no doubt but what a great 

struggle is under way in China~ We know that~ 

Undoubtedly that -- or possibly that struggle was 

precipitated over a fundamental argument on policy 

as t'lell as c may I soy" party con·trol. When you 

have a one-party system it does no·t mean that thtJre 
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is no rivalry within the partyq as we have seen 

in every Communist country¥ Bitter rivalries 

rise within the political structure. 

As to your question 11 I do not believe i:hat 

the present struggle in China \11ill at least in 

the immediate future affect Viet.nam one t·;ay or 

another. It may have this effect if the leaders 

in Hanoi are itlilling to permit it to happenc namely , 

to give Hanoi a little more independence of action 

than it has had in the past. I would hope that 

the effect might welJ. be ·that ·the Soviet Union 
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could use some of its good offices : if it so desires .. 

to bring Hanoi to the conference table so that we 

could begin{/ at least have the beginnings of nego­

tiations towards peace. 

MR. RESTON: Let 1 s assume this is wrong. 

Supposing peace \'lere to break out.. Are \>le ready? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well ? if this is the most 

serious pr0blem0 Mr. Reston~ that will confront 

this Nationc I will be perfectly grateful. I hope 

that we are always ready for peace. I think I 

understand the thrust of your question~ namelyu 

what would happen to our economy;. have we really thought 

through kind of a peace we want; \>Jhat are \'le \>!illing 

to settle for in Vietnam.. We have given a great de;Jl 



of thought to these matters. The most important 

thing is to got the beginnings of a dialogue or 

a conversation that leads to peace. And how 

that takes place is not as important as the fact 

that it does tal~e place. It could begin with 
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very <;I\liet a obscure diplomacy. It could take place 

in the confines of the UnH:ed Nations or t:he 

International Con·trol Commission or through some 

helpful third party. But our position must be 

unequivocally clear in the world todaya namelyc that 

we are prepared to follow any honorabla route to 

peace and t:.o use any reasonabl~S forum for the a·ttain­

ment of discussions that lead to peace. 

z.m., PIERPOINT: .Mr .. Vice President,. is there 

anywhere in. the world today any kind of dialogue 

between ourselves and the North Vietnamese? 

THE VICE PRESIDEl\i'T: I believe tha·t the Secretary 

of State has answered that; question several times in 

this manner and I have no reason to doubt the 

sincerity or the authenticity of his remark~ namely" 

that there is no lack of contact with the Viet Cong 

or North Vietnam~ By this I am sure what he is 

indicating is that there are many interested parties 

that can represent both of the -- all the forces in 

Vietnam that are in constant discussion or in 



continuous discussion. 

ti'e have had our discussions& as you know 11 

with people in the Easterl'l European coun·tries that 

have indicated that they had some contact in Hanoi~ 

I know that, speaking for myself when I represented 

our country on a visit to India 1 1 spoke to the 

President of India 1 asked for his help in exercising 

his good offices .. We have spoken \'lith LY",x., Kosygin. 
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I was present at the time When Mr ~ Rusk and myself 

had a long discussion wi-th Mr~ :Kosygin of the Soviet 

Union about the possibilities of opening some nego­

tia·tions on the Vietnamese question~ So there is no 

lack of contact .. I would hope It however 0 that ,.,e 

would not lose our patience now and become frustrated 

because ·che contacts have not h orne fruit. I ·think 

·that we must have the same will in the pursuit. of 

peace that we have ·talked about in terms of carrying 

on under this difficult 11 costly ,, agonizing struggle 

in Vietnam .. 

MR. RESTON: Mr. Vice President c- what are you 

really saying there? Are you saying that. there i .s 

no limit to t'lhat we 'llill do to achieve our polit:ical 

and military ends in Vietnam? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: No .• I am not in position 

to say what the -- what all of the ramifications e:-;re 



of American policy& These policies develop and 

·they grow and they change \'lith circumstances. I 

am saying tha·c we do have certaj.n objectives and 

we seek to pursue those objectives. We are really 

fighting a limi-ted t'l7ar, to prevent ,...1hat \"le believe 

to be a 1najor \'!lal.·. The President has pu't .it quite 

\tell t'ihen he has said tb.a·t the question before t.ha 

American people is whether tie have ·the resolve and 

the purpose and the determine-ri:.ion to seek limited 

goals 1 even though tie have massive power!' in other 

words, to control the use of that roassive p~~er for 

limited objectives. This is the real test of the 

Nation~s character~ Wa are not saeking to destroy 

Nor·th Vietnam . We are not seeking to occupy North 

Vietnam. And 0 above all, t~ surely do want to 

avoid 1 if at all humanly possible , the extension 

and ·the expansion of this conflict to areas beyond 

where it is now. Therefore, we seek to bring about 
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a cessation of hostili·cies, to protect the territorial 

integrity of south Vietnam1 to permit the peopl~s of 

Vietnam, North and South:1 ·to exercise self-de·c.ermination 

in a peac0ful manner.~ through the processes of orderly 

elections. i1e seek to prevent the success ,. of aggressit)n0 

but not merely to prevent the success of aggression 

but primarily to permit people to build their own 



society in their O\'ln \flay .. And this of course 

means that the political developments in a nation 

or in an area such as sou·l:.heast. As:i.a a:re every 

bit as important and maybe even more important 

than the military deve lopment:n .. The str11ggle that 

faces us in the months aheao , and I think the most 

difficult strugglo J will be the struggle of 

they put it in the words of pacification or rural 

development1 I tb:t.nk it i s better t:o say the 

development of political insti tutions r. viable 

political institutions that command ·the respect of 

tha people ,, chat can provide some orderly progress 

·towards peace .. 

.MR , AGRONS~! Mr .. Vice President 1, despi·ta 
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what cur in·tent may ber Senator Fulbrigb.t. u the 

Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee,, 

in a book that will be published tomorrow ~ as you 

know0 points out that all of our bombing ) all of our 

efforts to induce Hanoi to come to the conference 

table have failed u that is ,. the use of force to 

bring them to ·the negotiation table has failGdq that 

an alternative must be provided. Have we sought in 

any way to provide tha·t alternative? He feels that 

we have not ., 

THE VICE PRESIDENT; Well ., I am sure that you 



know of my high regard for Senator Fulbright:. 

I tfant to make it quit.e clear 111 I think he is one 

of the truly gifted and talented men in our 

Congress. I respect his tnind 11 his intellect~ l 

respect him as a man of high public purpose and 

public service. But; men \~ho have respect for 

one another can disagree and I do :Eincl myself in 

disagreement on this matter 'YJi·t.h. my friend 11 

Senator Fulbrigh-t:. I am not at all unhappy, may 

I say.r ·chat he poses these i s sues because I think 

·the Ali.lerican people have 'l::.o ·think through ·their 

course of act~io&'l. 
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MR. AGRO~TSKY: You don~t: :feel that ill this 

sense t.ha·c it has been demonstra·ted tha·t our policy 

of forcing them in effect to the conference table 

had been mistaken? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, wars are not easily 

t'lon and struggles \·7ith guerrilla forces that are 

highly mo·t::.ivated,. such as ·the Viet Cong, Communist­

orient:ed,: Communist-disciplines -- not all Communists 

but Communist-controlled -- -those forces do not give 

up easily. This is really a test of tv ill in many 

ways: gentlemen~ and I believe that it is about time 

that we understood that not only doas the enemyv 

namely the North Vietnamesg and the V.C. have brave 



men zmd st:.rong me11. Bu·t ·they have a strong will. 

The Cornmunist:s a h'lays have. They ~:r.e a determined 

group.. And if fl:-eo men are <J,Oil1':if to st1rvive in a 

world '>vhere they are contested by t.ha f::orces of 

Communist ·totalitarianism and corm11unist discipliru!! , 

·then free men mt:tst Joe able t:o frEH~1ly ct:>me to an 

equal perseverc-n'lca and N.ill. We have haC! to have 

that in Berlin.. l(Je have had to have that in the 

struggle in Western Europfj.. We have had ·to have it 

in many othe:r: areas of ·the world and I hope r,;e \llill 

have it there~ 
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I am not one of those that bGlieves that this 

strltggle <t:Jill continue :corever and :Co:rever. I think 

it may very t.<~ell either phase out ~ so ·to speak, 

almost unnoticed f<xr a "1hils., \·lithdrawal of main'"' 

line 1.mits 11 of North ViercnamQ of: the sloHing dovm 

of action of the V .. c.. O.r. it may very t."lell come to 

the conference ~:able~ Bu.t lei: me ans~1er specifically 

.Mr .. Fulbright c s charge. ~'le have used 1, \oW are con­

t:inuing to use other means ·than shear force to bring 

·this struggle ·!:o an Gl'ld. ·we are 'tvilling to use the 

good offices of the Holy F.at:har v the Pope~ We have 

been willing to l:tse t:he good offiC(:!S of the 

Intarnat:i.on.~l Cont1.:-ol Commission~ We have asked fox· 

a reconvening c)f the Geneva Confarence ,. We are 
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willing to go to the Unj_ted Nations. l'le have 

given U Than·c sort of a go-ahead 1 to try to find 

if he could get~ soma response from Hanoi so that. 

"'e had something to \<JorJ~ '\•Tith. 

So~ gentlemen" it isn 1 t a matter of just the 

use of force. Force is only one element and, may 

I say 1 it may not be the most sigl'lif icant element: .. 

But we mu.st continue t.o Ltse every diplomat:ic force, 

every diplomatic technique vre have as well. 

MR . l>IERl?O!N~l~: M:r. Vice P:;:esident, :r believe 

you t-rere indicating in some of wha·t you said just 

no\·7 that this lrlar might end ·<:hrough gradual de­

escalation. Some of ow:: experts do believe that: .. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I·t is a possibili'l.:.y .. 

MR. PIERPOINT: There has been this week a 

statement by South Vietnamts new Ambassador to 
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Washington~ Bui Diem, ·tha·t the Sout:h Vietnamese 

have indications ·that the infiltration across ·the 

border from the Nor·th is not<J in fact: deescalating . 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: That is correct. 

MR. PIERPOINT : I belteve that Presiden-t 

Johnson has indicated that. if that happened "'e 

would also deescalate.. Are we going ·to deescalater 

and if so~ in what manner? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: one ·thing I am sure of 1 



·that. the discussion of s·trategy and ·cactics in 

a majoz: opE-n:ation such as the ''~a:r: in Vietn<:.Jm 

is not nece::-sarily desirable on a pu.blic forum .. 

:t have been of t:he vie\'1 that and I don ~ t recall 

tha'i:: I have said j:c pu.blicly be:Eore but I have 

bee11 of 'i:.he v:Letq that quiet diplomacyr carefully 

·thought. out moves \'Jithout: t.(jo much :fanfarE! and 

publici·cy might be moro effective than just 

parading out every t-.reeJt a ne111 plan and a net·1 

strategy and a nev1 deoign for the attainmer1t of 

peace.. Af·ter all, there is :!:ace : as they say 1 not 

only in t.he East but in the Wcs·c. '£here m:e men 

of pride and men of power involved. And if you 

really v1ant peace 1 sinco you are no·t s.;eldng an 

all-out. vic·t.ory in ·che sense of smashi11g and 

destroying a whole nation[ as wo did in World War 

II 1 if our objectives are limited and if our 

purposes are clearly definedr as they are ~ then it 

seems to me that the approach of a more quiet and 

sub·tle : almost unnot:iced diplomatic effort. may be 

more successful than grandiose schemes. 

MR .. PIERPOIN'l'= ~iay I ask you, ·then r since I 

am kind of cut off from that. line of questioning 

by your ans\\Ter : is there being considera·cion given 

to Senr.ri:or:· Mansfield t s proposal that the North be 
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cut off by a fence of some kind~ a physical fence 

across the around the line of demarcation 

between :North and Sou·th.- to prevent furthe r in ... 

filtra·cion? 

THE VICE PRESlD:t.'NT; Yes , I think it \'10Uld 

be heJ.pful if we noted that it wasn at so much a 

fence as i~t was a barrim: in t<lhich all modern 

device~l ·that t·Je kn.owr to prevent infiltration by 

personnel and equipment --

.MR .. PIERPOINT: A fence of men and of military 

mines --

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Electronic devices ~ et 

cetera .. All of these matters -­

~m .. RESTO:f:li: tllell t sir --

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes , sir ,, excuse me? 

MRw RESTON: That would take a million men ~ 

wouldn °t it? 
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THE VICE PRESIDENT: I shall come to that~ All 

of these matters are being given consideration.. I 

am sure that you \'lould like tc) know that and that 

our people would lilte ·eo know that" Senator 

Mansfield is a very responsible man and he is the 

majority leader of the United States Senateo In 

this instance I know that he wouldn°t claim for a 

moment that be was speaking for the administratione 



But he is speaking for many concerned Americans. 

And Senator .Mansfield ~ s voice and his proposals 

ah'lays command respect and a ·ttention. And I 

think it can be said hare~ and it should be known ~ 

that rnat.ters such as proposals such as Senator 

~mnsfield has outlined have been studied, are 

being studied. What \vill con10 of it 6 I can1 t say~ 

But. it is a constructive ._. thought.ful proposal .. 
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Now~ as to \vhether or no·t :i:i::. is toocostly11 as to 

~.,rhether or not it \'lOUld be effective or ineffective .,. 

·that 1i<li11 have to be determined after careful study 

\'lhich taltes me ·to 141: ... Reston :· s question. 

I aon°t believe that it \•Jould take a million 

m~:mb I am not trying ·to say that this is \<Jhat 'l:le 

ought to have or not have.. I do know that it 

\'Jould be costly. I do ln1ow that the terrain that 

is being discussed is very rugged 7 at least after 

you have moved in some thirty miles or so.. There 

are military men \'\bo tell me that the objective 

which is sought by this barrier 1• namely to prevent 

the infiltration of men and materielo to have a 

sort of zone through whiCh you can observe and 

prevent massive infiltration 0 that this can be 

accomplished without the barrier~ that it can be 

accomplished by surveillance _, 1:-y mining the ares r 



through aerial mining. ·through cross-fire o:f 

certain emplacement of guns and artillery, that 

aJ.l this can be done~ 

l am not a military exper·t.. I have been 

in on these discussit:>nsr however~ And 0 ·to get 

back t.o your point 3 all of ·this is under careful 

o.bse.rva·tion and considc:n:ation .. 

MR., RESTON:: Could I ask you? sir" \#;hy do '\V'e 

dra1.•l such a disi:inction between a three-dc:ty Ne\11 

YearD s pause and a ~:->even-da:l<'? 
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THE V1CE PRESIDENT:: l'lell .,. as you kno\•1 .. the 

govera1ment of South Vie·i::nam has asked for an eJ-ct:ension 

of the pause or the truce over the Vietnamese New 

Year period~ And we are prepared to follow that 

initiative Q In ·this instance it \'las the initiative 

of Prime Minister Ky \'lho asked the government of 

North Vietnam to extend it. ~1ere has been no 

response ~ again, from Hanoi~ 

MR .. RESTON: I thought it was the other way 

around, that Hanoi asked for seven days and Ky 

offered to negotiate it? 

THE V!CE PRESIDEN..-1': Ky offered to extend it 

even furtherti 

MR. RESTON: Yes .. 

T!iE VICE ~RESIDENT: He offered to extend it 



even further 0 fee ling that. amount of time 9 if 

seven days was desirable 1 then why not. go further e 

in other \'11ordsc a11 effort to deescalate this 

st:.ruggle ~ 

MR,, AGRONSRY: N'ell, why not go furt.h(~JC~ ~lhy 

don~ t we try to --

THE VICE PRESIDEN'r: I t<iish J. co~.:tld f ind out: ~ 

.f.1R ... PIERPOlN'l': \fuy don'1 t \1'e discuss it ~·:i·th 

the Viet: Cong? Is Ky tvillir!g 'i:: o do that:? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I ·think ~ .. ;ha·t J.V.l.r- I<y is 

saying is 'lrJhat. many of ·the rest of us fee 1 and 

believe , despite some comments ·to t.he cont.raryc 

that the Viet Cong is not an indepeu1.de nt instru·­

mentality.. I hope t.hat 'l'le have lived long enough 

in this post-t'lar world to knot"' 'lilh;;rt :is a Comrm.mist 

front and \V'ho really controls i·i:.. No\IJ :t have neard 

some people say ·that they didn 1 t think the National 

L'iberat:i.on Front was a Communist •w- that it \'laS 

Hanoi-controlled. But let me assure lrou .- very fe\'1 

feel ·that v.ray I) i·t is Hanoi-controlled. 

MR. AGRONSI<Y: Mr .. Vice President : ·there are 

many more things t'le 'tvould like to ask you and tle 

\'lill resume the questioning in a moment. 
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MIL AGRONS!<Y: Mr.. Vice President ,1 as you }cno\<'10 



there is a growing concern in the country about 

the Russian building of an an·tiballist:i.c missile 

system in the vicinity of bot:h Moscow and 

Leningrad. And the President indicated in his 

State of the Union Message that t:Je were not going 

to foll0\>1 sui'i: ,. that this would pull a trigger on 

a really destructive armaments race. Have we had 

any response from the Russians as yet on the 

President~ s remarl<s in his State of the Union 

MessagE~'? 

'):HE VICE PRESIDENT: The Department: of State 

has indica·ted only recently that v.re had no reason 
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to believe tha·t the Sovie·t Union Y..'l1as not interested_, 

which is the s ·tate Department. ~ s ~ray of saying that 

there has been interest expressed~ And of course 

discussions are under \'.1ay here in Washing'i.:ol'l with 

the soviet Ambassador ~ Mr - Dobrynin, and I think 

we could expect that such discussions would be 

under way in Mosco\"/., lie are deeply concerned about 

this and W(:~ hope and pray that. the Soviet leade:r:s 

arec tooc 

NR,. AGRONSKY: But beyond hoping and praying 

do t'le have any reason to believe that we car1 be 

hopeful 1 tha·t they will not go ahead? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Mr .. Agronsky c it is very 



difficult to express Sl\re hopes.. It is 1 however IJ 

very possible and desirable that \~e express the 

hope and we vlill pursue this course of seeking 

to stop this new dimension of ·the arms race be­

cause it is costly.. I think it is dangerous .. 

I clou'ht that it \Ifill give us any more security. 

N.t'. Reston . I read your column this morning .. 

I ·thj,nlt you are right!' it gives us more pm.1er 
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::tnd i-1': gives the Sovie·ts more pc~1er but not 

necessarily more security~ And we are not primarily 

interested in building mountains of pot<Jer. What 

the world ought to be seeking is a way to de­

escalate the arms race.. In fact ~ the best security 

that the world could have is a balanced systematic 

arms control progx:arn rather than an arms expansion 

program. And President. Johnson believes that and 

we shall pursue that object:ive .. 

MR. RESTON: on that point you made an 

interesting comment a couple of weeks ago in \<1hich 

you, if I remember it correc·clyr you were saying 

that you were troubled about what would happen when 

we tried to move from a war budget to a reconstruc­

tion budget _.. and you wondered \-Jhe·ther the Congress 

would ~o along .. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes " sir. 



MR .. RESTON: Welle now(' \'fhat are ~vou doing 

in the administration to create that transporrna­

tion over to a reconstruction budget? 
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TiiE VICE PRESIDENT: It is my view that the 

actions of the 89~h Congress were in a large measure 

designed to take advantage of tlle day that we can 

move from a war budget into a peacetime budgetb 

The meastu:es of tlte 89th Congress not only were 

designed to correct and u~ a sense mod~rate old 

grievances but rather to look ahead. ~L'hey provided 

-- those measures provided a stot·ehouse of net:.• tools 

that will be needed for the days ahead. The 

au·thor izations are there.. The plans are there .. 

The programming is there., A:nd once we can star\-: 

to bring do'\m the defense budget because of: the 

war in Vietnam8 if 't\?E.l can get a deescalation of ·the 

\'tar c less costv or a cessation of hostili·ti.es,. '\>Ia 

will have tite legislative proposals not only in our 

minds but literally in the law books~ to move ahead 

with the masEiiva attack on the problems of our c.:i.tiesa 

aid to education~> aid to our poor 1) and so on., 

MR~ PIERPOINT: Mr~ Vice President~ do you 

think that the Congress is willing to pass President 

Johnson 3 s income tax increase? 

l~lR.. AGRO~TSKY: The surtax .. 



THE VICE PRESIDENT: The so-called surtax? 

1"-R .. PIERPOINT: Yel'Sl .; the so-called su1:tax .. 

THE V:t:CE PRES IDEN'l': Which is one that I am 

afraid many people do not. qui·t:a understand .. It 

is but an extra charge on taxable incomew I 

bali·eve that the Congress l'lfi11 pass this measure 

if ~' by ·the time that the date for that measure t.o 

become effectivat. t.he economy necessita·tes it .. I 

think now that: it is necessary .. 

No,.., ., what is the purpose of this tax? First 

of all1 to help the economy i n balance by s~.1eing 

to it that inflationary fo:r.ct?Js do not gnaw into 

and sat. into the purchasing pmver of the income 
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of people and to destroy the value of the dollar .. 

Secondly4' it bas as its purpose the sharing of the 

burdens of the w,1ar in Vietnam~ A.nd I ·tell you 1 

gentlemen ,. I think the American people have a little 

built about this .. They really baven l t had to share 

too much except those ~mo have given their loved 

ones in this struggle., Thirdly 11 it provides some 

measure of funds to carry out the programs of 

domestic reform and of social advancement that we 

have had in the Great Society progran~~ And ~ 

fourthlyc it is a (-c:.:>und pattern of fiscal policy 11 

not relying an·tirely upon the Federal Reserve system~ 



the managerr~nt of credit and of interest rates 

to keep the economy in balance but fiscal policy 

as "'ell .. 

MR~ PIERPOINT: But you sound as if you are 

indicating the President meant that as an iffy 

proposal.J that is if the economy needed. it by June , 

let 0 s say·' is that correct? 
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THE VICE PRI::SIDEN11
: I say the Pr.·esident fe(als c 

rightly so,, that the economy needs it not-r.. But I 

thinkq Nr .. Pierpoint ? that you have been around 

this tmm long enough to know we don J t pass ta;,c 

bills now.. It takes a bit of time before the 

hearings are completed and the House of Representatives 

acts ana then ·the Sena·te hearings are completed and 

the Senate acts. What I am saying is that it is a 

p:r:udent measure c needed nott., as we see it ~ needed 

now.. But for those that are t·;orr:i.ed that it may be 

deflationaryu and there are some expressions along 

this line ~ its effec·tive date is July 1.. And if 

per chance the economy were in a down-hill run@ which 

I doubt that it will be ., I expect it to be going up 1. 

then ·the effective date could be changed or the tax 

bill could go back.. I e;)cpect it to pass. I think 

i t is needed .. 

MR. AGRONSKY: Do you feel that Senator Long 0 



Chairman of the senate Finance Committee" reflects 

a responsible view in the senate? He succeeded 

you in the whip post~ He told us on this program 

last week that he would be against this completely 

and that he didn 1 ·t think it could pass .. 
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Ttm VICE PRESIDENT: Wellr the Senator has his 

0\"m view. And ,~. once aga:i.n 11 he is one of the ablf~ 

Senatcrs of that body and he occupies a powerful 

posi·t.ion.. But the House initiates tax legislation .. 

I have reason to believe that the House committee 

will give it not only serious consideration but 

favorable consideration ~ including the Chairman of 

the House Ways and Means Commi'l:.tee~ Mr .. l'1.i.lls.. And 

when it comes to the Senatec as I said a moment ago, 

if ·che economy still sh0\'1/S the need for that tax 

bill, and I ~chink it will ., I have a feeling that: it 

will pass the Uni·ted States senate.. !vlr. Long is a 

man of definite views and, thank goodness~ because 

we need men who do their own thinking_ 

MR~ AGRONSlcr: Well J Mr. Vice President ~ I am 

really to tell you tl1at our time is up~ 

THE VICE PHESIDENT: I am sorry, too .. 

MR .. AGRONSKY: Thank you very much for being 

here ·to FACE THE NATION.. A word about next Week 7 s 

guest in a moment. 



~U'IOUNCER: Today on PACE THE NATION, Vice 

P1.'eside11t Hubert Humphrey was interviewed by CBS 

News lqhite liouse Correspondent Robe:t·t Pierpoint"' 

and James Reotol'ln Associate Editor of The Net"' York 

Times~ CBS News Correspondent Martin Agronsky led 

the questioning .. 

Today 3 s interview was brought to you by 

Continental Insurance 1 the company that stands 

behind you and eve:t.·ything you 0\tlll .. 

Next ~,reek~> sa nat or George Murphy" Republican 9 

of California ., will FACE THE NATION .. 

FACE THE NATION origin~ri:ed il'l color at CBS 

Washing·ton .. 

23 



Minnesota 
Historical Society 

Copyright in this digital version belongs to the Minnesota 
Historical Society and its content may not be copied 

without the copyright holder's express written permis­
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content, 

however, for individual use. 

To request permission for com mercial or educational use, 
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society. 

1 ~ W'W'W.mnhs.org 


