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1 am privileged to accept this National Brotherhood 

Citation on behalf of President Johnson, and to express to 

you his profound appreciation of this honor and his regret 

that he was unable to be with you tonight ( ~~~~.J 
J. President Johnson said in his State of the Union 

Message that this was a time of testing for Americans. 6 

f many people applied this just to Vietnam, 

or to our international responsibilities. 

L-.._ But this i~ of testing here at home too. 

~ Again} in the President's words, "the questi!l12Js 

whether we will continue working for better opportunities for 

~ Americans, when most Americans are already living better 

than any people in history." 
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There is no question that \Aetnam, and our other 

international obligations, do require resources which might 

otherwise be devoted to building wider and better opportunity 

here in America. - ~ ~ ~ ~· 
~nd may I say, parenthetically, that our efforts 

to resist agg~!!OJ~ciple of national 

independenc:~i~tnam also have a great deal to do with 
A 

the building of human opportunity~tlA-/._~ 1 

~ut I wonder: Should we cut back here at hom~ 
. ? I What are the facts of ou r Amen can economy. 

L_ The fact is that we have ~one 70 strcll,ght months 

without interruption of ou r economic expansion --the longest ., . 
and strongest expansion in our history-- and that 1967 will be -
anothe r year of balanced growth. 
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L!,he fact is that our nation's output, last year, grew 

more than 5 per cent for the third straight year -- and that's 

another record fo r length and strength. 

4 he fact is that the average American's real 

purchasing powe r is today almost one quarte r higher than it 

was only six years ago. 

/. The fact is that ou r Gross National Product is today 

approaching th ree quarters of a trillion dollars. 

/.. The fact is that some 10 million Americans have been 

reached in the past two years by our national programs for 
~J,J~ . 

opportu~ty) and ~ave begtn thei r journey toward becoming 
_. 

self-sustaining, taxpaying citizens. 

My friends, the fact is that we can afford to continue -- ........ - -
ou r efforts toward full opportunity for all Americans ... toward 

social justice ... toward making eve ry American citizen a positive 

and productive citizen who contributes something to his society. 
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Alexis de Tocqueville wrote in the 19th centu ry: 

'
1These Americans are the most peculiar people in 

the world11(1 n a local community in their country, a citizen 

may conceive of some need which is not being me~~hat does 

he do? He goes across the street and discusses it with his 

neighbor. Then what happens? A committee comes into 

existence. Then the committee begins functioning on behalf 

of that need ... " 

!. This was the spirit_?! ~a~e ~o'Jir~~~m which 

existed in America a century before the National Conference of 

Ch ristians and Jews was founded. ~-

- A I wo~..,.~ 
~"""This is the sp,rikwe must p re;e ~ve and nou ris~ today& 

For it is as true now as when Alexis de Tocqueville 

wrote it that ''the health of a democratic society may be measused 

by the qualities of functions pe rformed by private citizens." 
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~What is needed is action by all elements of our 

society -- government, business, I abor, the unive rsity, the 
• . · 0.,....., ------..__q - ... '-""'---- .. -~ .... ~ ... -J-~ 

religious and voluntary organization, and the individual citizen --
- ··---·---~-------~ ~ 

without regard for old ju risdictions and animosities ... a --= ;..... -----
pa rtnership of free men, working th rough free institutions, 

....... --
fo r 1 common goai ,O. -.. 

As Ralph Waldo Eme rson warned long ago: 

"God offe rs to eve ry mind its choice betweenJr ~th . 

and repose. Take which you please; you can never have both." 

, in 



).~'1 ~4:w~ ~¥v~~~ 
~. jW~ W\ ~"f--- t%b, -

~Ou r public buildings and monuments shine forth 

in the sun for the eyes of the visitor /.!ur streets are lined 

with trees planted by farsighted men~e houses and homes 

of Washington have grace and charm. 

Washingto:.-too~ is a c;y with .. resources --

'I ~ matena resources an~resou rces of human talent.. It is 

a city, among all Ame rican cities, which should be the model 
- ':Ia!!:-

city of our nation. 0 ' -.z CG .. • 

L Yet we must see not only its magnificence, but its 

inadequacies. ;1:4 1 -:tu{..;:Ji:. 
( We who are here ton;ght live weld But the hard fact 

2 a ==- --~ 

is that, for many of this 9-~~ s ci.tizens'l u~ployment and 

under-employment are harsh daily realities .• 
.......,.,.~~ -~~. ·~~\1'· . . 

J... The fact is that in many neighborhoods the re is 

de facto segregation in schooling and housing. 

~ The fact is that thousands~ child~en are growing up 

in our capital city without·~~-~~~-
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without enough playgrounds or recrea_tioo_al areas .A with a 

shortage of teachers, too-few an~ated school books .(Ind.~~ 1 ~:..:::;,c,-....;; ..._f\ ..... ;;;;z == 

l).J1..tflla crumbling school buildings~ .. with inadequate health care ... ~ 

..w.,M,~th services and youth workers. a 
- -----, - - bok3W P• > < ... 

1., The fact is that the safety ofY~?s~ington's citizen} 

and of their property, leaves much to be desired .•. that the 

,1.oo~ and underp:~~eged are crime's most frequent victims .•. 

and that the District police department needs more and better --- --
trained peo le, modern equipment, and increased pay. 

( The fact is that we are still without adequate, regional 

mass transit. 

~ The fact is that ou r majestic Potomac River flows 

poll uted.an t p · "115 

i rhe fact is that the citizens of our capital -- among 

all the citizens of our country --do not possess the right of 
~ 

self-government.p 
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/ And here I would remind you of the words of 

Thomas Jefferson who wrote more than 146 yea rs ago: 
~ : ·=-

"I know no safe depository of the ultimate powers 

of the society but the people themselves; and if we think them 

not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a 

wholesome discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them, 

but to inform their discretion. 11 

.... 
/ 

chools and/or to mov heir homes and jlHSinesses 

I saY.· is time for a ch~ 

--1\jW ~-&b 
-.. ... ,.,.. .. 

7 
I 
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wJI t President Johnson has proposed an action program 

to liH our capital to its rightful place in our nation. BP tres 

We have, in the report of the President's Commission 

on Crime in the District of Columbia, a charter for justice 

tranqui I ity. '' 

And I say 1967 is the year when the people who r e or 

ashington, D. C. --and that includes 

this room -- s · uld prove that de Tocquevi 

after the unmet needs of our 

~ I ask each o of you, on ·sown and through wha ver 

organizations h ay belong to, to make i is business this 

to stand and be counted for a better and safe 

overning District of _Col ~mq~~~~~--~-----_.._---
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~ ask your support for the President's budget 

proposals and those of his Crime Commission. I ask your 

support for Home Rule. I ask you to organize, to write, to 

lobby in the offices of the Congressmen iF ' ed --in short, 

to stand up in this community for the same things we have 

fought for in the rest of our country. 

J.. Yes, if this is a time of testing elsewhere, it is also 

a time of testing right here in this city for all of us . ..... . ..... ~ ... 

~ If this is a time when we cannot cut bac~ tn our 

t
. IYV.kr a . 

na Jon o o 
as 



~;;;~~Q:j~= ~~~~ -.., '1V~ 
t......Yet, in the past few years and months, we have 

begun to challenge all of them. And I believe, from our w.L = ~~ efforts thus far, we recognize that they can be overcome. , WAN'-\ 

We are beginning to slowly move away from ghetto~ 

o:k I saw last summer what could be done by volunteer 

~efforts in Washington for Youth Opportunity --finding jobs 

it for young people who othe rwise~ have been in the streets --
l A-o.w~JU~ a::J ~better playgrounds and playground lighting for 

young people. 
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I believe Washington can be the "model city" ( 
. 8u:l-d-w.ti~'J:;;~ . .L: .. ~1uJ .. 

of Amenca. J,lf-wtl( ~:~s;-;r/.tJth.k J 
I believe tha~hborhoods can once more be 

places filled with neighbors ... where the streets are safe ••• 

whe re people care about each other. 
____ , _ _ _ _ _____,_ __ , _____ ._ _________ '>-·------ .. .._.. .. __.....___-.,. _______ _ 

munity's daily I e. l 
--~---------~--~----------~----------

believe we can clean the filth from our air and water, 

and the trash from ou r slum alleys. 

L I believe we can make this a community where people 

of all races, creeds, colors, ages and occupations can live 

together in harmony and in peaceful diversity. 
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For if we, in our shining federal city, cannot do it ... 

what American city can? 

If it can't happen he re, ... how can it happen elsewhere? 

We have begun. But we have only begun. Let us 

get on with the job. -
~-
~ ~ -k &,o - '£..o QJfi1J 
--m-~r> h.d-, 



Message for Dinner of National 
Conference of Christians and Jews 
Tuesday, January 31, 1967 
Words: 175 

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT 

L While I regret that I cannot be with you tonight, I am deeply 

grateful for this awardl> It comes from an organization which, in my 

opinion, represents the very highest ideals of American Society. 

The magic of America is ::!t that we are all alik;> but that we 

are all different~ cherish the ideal of an America where our 

differences are not dissolved in a "melting pot," but where our diverse 

peoples join together like the members of a great orchestra16he 

individual instruments play their separate parts, and the result is 

not bland conformity -- but a brilliant symphony which none cO'tlld have 

played alone. 

/, Such a symphony of understanding and common purpose is one 

of the ideals of your organizatic:m. You have done much to encourage 
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Message for Dinner of National 

Conference of Christians and Jews 

and preserve both the diversity and the harmony of American life. 

I. _Brotherhood/ in America, means a society where every 

citizen owes to others, and asks for himself, only the right to 

worship according to his beliefs, to live his own life, to speak his 

own mind -- in short to be himself. 

~Respect for those rights has caused our Democracy, not only 

to endure, but to become the wonder of the world .0 
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REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 
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I am privileged to accept this National Brotherhood Citation on behalf of 
President Johnson, and to express to you his profound appreciation of this 
honor and his regret that he was unable to be with you tonight. 

President Johnson said in his State of the Union Message that this was a 
time of testing for Americans. 

I think many people applied this just to Vietnam, or to our international 
responsibilities. 

But this is a time of testing here at home too. 

Again, in the President's words, "the question is whether we will 
continue working for better opportunities for all ~mericans, when most 
Americans are already living better than any people in history." 

I read a document the other day that suggested we cut back in our efforts 
toward better opportunities. 

There is no question that Vietnam, and our other international obligations, 
do require resources which might otherwise be devoted to building wider 
and better opportunity here in America. 

(And may I say, parenthetically, that our efforts to resist aggression 
and defend the principle of national independence in Vietnam also have 
a great deal to do with the building of human opportunity.) 

But I wonder: Should we cut back here at home? 

What are the facts of our American economy? 

The fact is that we have gone 70 straight months without interruption of 
our economic expansion -- the longest and strongest expansion in our 
history -- and that 1967 will be another year of balanced growth. 

The fact is that our nation's output, last year, grew more than 5 per cent 
for the third straight year-- and that's another record for length and 
strength. 

The fact is that the average American's real purchasing power is today 
almost~ quarter higher than it was only six years ago. 

The fact is that our Gross National Product is today approaching three 
quarters of a trillion dollars. 

The fact is that some 10 million Americans have been reached in the past 
two years by our national programs for opportunity, and have begun their 
journey toward becoming self-sustaining, taxpaying citizens. 
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My friends, the fact is that we ~ afford to continue our efforts 
toward full opportunity for all Americans ..• toward social justice 
toward making every American citizen a positive and productive citizen 
who contributes something to his society, and doesn't take away from it. 

The fact is we cannot afford not to continue. 

How shall we go about it? 

Alexis de Tocqueville wrote in the 19th century: "These Americans are 
the most peculiar people in the world. In a local community in their 
country, a citizen may conceive of some need which is not being met. 
What does he do? He goes across the street and discusses it with his 
neighbor. Then what happens? A committee comes into existence. Then 
the committee begins functioning on behalf of that need •.. " 

This was the spirit of private voluntarism which existed in America a 
century before the National Conference of Christians and Jews was founded . 

This is the spirit we must preserve and nourish today. 

For it is as true now as when Alexis de Tocqueville wrote it that: "The 
health of a democratic society may be measured by the qualities of 
functions performed by private citizens." 

It is not sufficient to place laws upon our statute books. 

These laws must be enforced and observed, in spirit and in letter, or 
they remain mere words on paper. 

'l{.lhat is needed is action by all elements of our society -- government, 
business, labor, the university, the religious and voluntary organization, 
and the individual citizen -- without regard for old jurisdictions and 
animosities ... a partnership of free men, working through free institu­
tions, for a common goal. 

As Ralph Waldo Emerson warned long ago: "God offers to every mind its 
choice between truth and repose. Take which you please; you can never 
have both." 

Most of us here tonight live or work in Washington, D. C. -- a community 
where today there exists the overwhelming need for action. 

This is, in most ways, a magnificent city. It is, in fact, a city 
planned for magnificence. 

Our public buildings and monuments shine forth in the sun for the eyes 
of the visitor. Our streets are lined with trees planted by farsighted 
men. The houses and homes of Washington have grace and charm. 

Washington, too, is a city with unmatchable resources -- material resources 
and resources, too, of human talent. It is a city, among all American 
cities, which should be the model city of our nation. 



':, .. ~·· -3-

Yet we must see not only its magnificence, but its inadequacies. 

We who are here tonight live well. But the hard fact is that, for: 
many of this city's citizens, unemployment and under-employment are 
harsh daily realities. 

The fact is that in many neighborhoods there is de facto segregation in 
schooling and housing. 

The fact is that thousands of children are growing up in our capital 
city without enough breathing space or fresh air . . .without enough 
playgrounds or recreational areas . . .with a shortage of teachers, 
too-few and outdated school books and crumbling school buildings . 
with i.Lcdec;_uo.te!t.eal't'h care ... with not enough youth services and 
youth workers. 

The fact is that the safety of Washington's citizens, and of their property, 
leaves much to be desired ... that the po~r and underprivileged are crime's 
most frequent victims . . .and that the District police department needs 
more and better-trained people, modern equipment, and increased pay. 

The fact is that we are still without adequate, regional mass transit. 

The fact is that our majestic Potomac River flows polluted and poisonous 
along its banks. 

The fact is that the citizens of our capital -- among all the citizens 
of our country -- do not possess the right of self~government. 

And here I would remind you of the words of Thomas Jefferson who wrote 
more than 146 years ago: "I know no safe depository of the ultimate 
powers of the society but the people themselves: and if we think them 
not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome 
discretion, the remedy is not to take it from them, but to inform their 
discretion." 

And regrettably, the fact also is that far too many who live or work 
here remain complacent about all of this. 

For year after year, it has been fashionable to say that the federal 
city could be America' s first city if it vTere not for the political 
"realities" which kept it from being so. And it has been equally 
fashionable for those who could do something about it to tuck their 
children safely into private sctools and/or to move their homes and 
businesses to the suburbs. 

I say it is time for a change. 

President Johnson has proposed an action program to life our nation 
to its rightful place in our nation. He has put forth a budget which 
can help do it. 

He has called once more for Home Rule. 
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We have, in the report of the President's Commission on Crime in the 
District of Columbia, a charter for justice and civic peace which clearly points the way to our "domestic tranquility." 

And I say 1967 is the year when the people who live or work in Washingtc~, D. C. -- and that includes most of us in this room -- should prove that de Tocqueville wa~ not wrong ... that we neighbors are still capable of pulling together to look after the unmet needs of our community. 

I ask each one o-f you, on his own and through whatever organizations he may belong to, to make it his business this year to stand up and be counted for a better and safer and self-governing District of Columbia. 

I ask your support for the President's budget proposals and those of his Crime Commission. I ask your support for Home Rule. I ask you to organize, to \vrite, to lobby in the offices of the Congressmen involved -­in short, to stand up in this community for the same things we have fought for in the rest of our country. 

Yes, if this is a time of testing elsewhere, it is also a time of 
te~ting right here in this city for all of us. 

If this is a time v1hen -vre cannot cut back, in our nation, on programs for grcwth and opportunity, it is also a time when we must go forward with those programs in our national capital. 

Now, hefore closing, I would like for a moment to place in proper perspective the t~Eks we face ahead. 

All the problems I have cited are clear and present in this community. 

Yet, in the past few years and months, we have begun to challenge all of them. And I believe, from our efforts thus far, we recognize that they can be overcome. 

If nothing else, this community today acknowledges and recognizes that they exist. And that is something in itself. 

We are beginning to slowly move away from ghetto housing and Eehooling. 

I saw last summer what could be done by volunteer efforts in Washington for Youth Opportunity -- finding jobs for young people who otherwise would have been in the streets -- and on behalf of better playgrounds and playground lighting for young people. 

We had some misadventures in trying to obtain and install neighborhood swimming pools for these same young people. But we'll do far better this summer, I can assure you. 

I am pleased to see that our local colleges and universities, up until now largely pacifist observers and removed from community affairs, are beginning to take their part. 
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I assure you that the same will be increasingly true of the federal 
government. 

I believe lvashington can be the "model city" of America. 

I believe that our neighborhoods can once more be places filled 
vlith neighbors ... vrhere the streets are safe ... where people care 
about each other. 

I believe the "other" citizens of ~'ashington -- those citizens who live 
too largely in a sealed-off world a million miles distant from upper 
Massachusetts Avenue -- can become participants, and not spectators, 
in this community's daily life. 

I believe we can clean the filth from our air and water, and the trash 
from our slum alleys. 

I believe we can make this a community where people of all races, 
creeds, colors, ages and occupations can live together in harmony and 
in peaceful diversity. 

For if we, in our shining federal city, cannot do it . . .what American 
city can? 

If it can't happen here ... how can it happen elsewhere? 

We have begun. But we have only begun. Let us get on with the job. 
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Mr . Julius Cahn 
Special Assistant to the Vice President 
Room 911 
1800 G Street N. W. 
Washington , D.C . 

Dear Julius : 

• Telephone 628-4620 

D o NALD F . S ULLIVAN 

Executive Director 

At long last we can send you a rough ~ranscript 
of the Vice President ' s address at our Brotherhood 
Citation Dinner on January 31 , 1967 . I thank you 
again for your wonderful cooperation . 

Please do give our very best to Mrs . Cahn . We 
had hoped to get together with you long before , but 
unfortunately a number of cris's and other situations 
have intervened . 

Kindest personal regards . 

DFS : ph 

Enc . 

DONALD F . SULLIVAN 
Ex ecutive Director 

The N ational Conference of Christians and Jews is a cll'ic organization , engaged in a nationwide program of intergroup education. 
NCCJ's operations in the National Capital Area include but are not limited to programs in the fields of religion and public education , 
police-community relations, and equal opportunity in employment, in housing and in education . NCCJ is supported by bequests and 
contributions which are tax deductible. 

REGISTERED UNDER THE D.C. CHARITABLE SOLICITATION ACT. CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION #6-07-48 
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Transcription of Address by Vice President 
Hubert Humphery at 1967 Brotherhood Citation 
Dinner of the National Conference of Christians 
And Jews, Delivered at the Sheraton Park Hotel 
In Washington, D. C. January 31, 1967 

Thank you very much Mr . Kreeger . 

Mr . Chief Justice, and in the style of Sam Levenson, ladies and 

gentlemen . 

I hope that you can imagine tonight how I feel . It's tough 

enough just to be Vice President, but to have to follow Sam Lev­

enson ! The only relief that I get is the fact that he ' s my friend 

and I feel at least, he didn ' t do it intentionally . But after I 

say to you how I feel following Sam Levenson, I now think about how 

you feel when you only get the Vice President when you were expect­

ing the President . So we ' re even . 

Just a week ago, I was in a samiliar situation when I was 

attending what is knows as the Alpha Club. They had a chap there 

that people said H~~ U~ humorist, name was Bob Hope . And he spoke 

just before I did . I don ' t know whether somebody in this country 

is trying to develop my character to adversity or not, but I want to 

say to my frien~wL~~ the Reverend Clergy, if they are, they ' re 

making a powerful impact, I can assure you. Because I ' m beginning 

to feel now that humbleness and humility are qualities which if I 

don't like, I ' ll have to have . 

First may I say, how honored I am to stand- in this evening for 

the President of the United States to accept this National Brother­

hood Citation; On behalf of President Lyndon Johnson, and to express 

to you his profound and deep sincere appreciation for this high honor . 

And I can tell you he very sincerd,regretJthat he was unable to be 

with you tonight . But our President has had a very hard day . He ' s 

had some difficult days before this one . And I had to do a little 

rearranging of schedule the last couple of days . And I know he had 

to do more than that today . So I'm going to take the liberty this 

evening of reading to you a little message that I have here . This 

was placed in my hand just before I left to come to this dinner, 

and it is a statement by the President that he asked me to read to 

you on his behalf. The President says: 

- ~ ~~leI regret that I cannot be with you tonight, I am deeply 
~\ for this award. It comes from an organization which in my 
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opinion, represents the very highest ideab of American Society. The 

magic of America is not that we are all alike, but that we are all 

different . I cherish the idea of an America, where our differences 

are not desolved in a melting pot, but where our diversed people 

join together like members of a great orchestra . The individual in­

strumen~plays their separate par~ and the result is not bland con­

formity, but a brillant symphony, which none could ~ have played 

alone. Such a symphony of understanding and purpose is one of the 

ideas of your organization. You have done much to encourage and to 
t 

preserve both the dtversity and the harmony of American life . " 

"Brotherhood in America means a society where every citizen owes 

to others, and ask$for himself only the right to worship according to 

his belief/ 1'•• 11ft f:o live his own life, to speak his own mind, in 

short, to be himself . Respect for those rights has caused our democ­

racy not only to endure, but to become the wonder of the world. " The 

message of the President of the United States . 

Now I ' ve fulfilled my responsibility to you and to the President . 

And, I haven't made a speech today, I ' m about to take off right now 

and say some things that I ' ve wanted to say, which I keep saying in 

some different adaptation from time to time_{~ but gretty much the same 

theme that has been talked about from this/nl~t . The the~e of oppor­

tunity, of individualism, of human indignity, of personal integrity, 

of self respect. And I think these are the qualities that we seek 

to make liv.bg fact for every citizen of this republic . And I want to 

talk tonight to people from this community primarily . 

I know that this audience is graced by the presence of our fellow 

Americans from many parts of the United States . But about 90 per cent, 

I believe, of this audience would come from the Federal City and its 

immediate surrounding area. And because I sense that, and I checked 

that figure with the program chairman. He tells me that ' s about ac­

curate . I ' m going to talk to you as citizens of the Federal City, of 

the District of Columbia, and good neighbors to this area . 

First may I say to Mr. Kreeger that your reference to my work is 

deeply appreciated . I couldn ' t help but think as you were speaking 

about my experience as Mayor for employment practices, that unknown 

to you I am sure and to others, that a young man that was then work ­

ing through the city of Minneapolis at my request, for nothing, but 

was full with idealism and good jusgement, and just graduated from 
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law school, is on this platform with us tonight . And it is a fact 
that I was Mayor when the first fair employment practices ordance in 
this nation was enacted . But the man that wrote the legislation, and 
worked with me ·t \~e the Secretary of Agriculture, Mr . Orville Free~ 
man, who ' s sitting here tonight . 

And I think I know why we did what we did . Not because we had 
been indoctrinated by book learning, so to speak , but because we felt 
that way about people . And as I listened to Sam Levenson talk about 
his Pop, his father, his dad, I couldn ' t help but think about mine , 
and about others that maybe ' ve had much more influence on our lives 
than all the college degrees that you can pile on . And surely all 
the honorary degrees you can obtain. Because there is no substitute 
for being ~ought up to believe in your God, in yourself , in your self­
respect, and in your country, respect for others, respect for your 

nation, respect for your religion . And I have a feeling most Americans 
feel that way . 

We ' re a gay people, and sometimes we seem almost perilous and care­
free . But we ' re really not . And I sensed that the other evening when 
the President of the United States give his State of the Union Message . 
A message that, I believe, was his finest presentation to the American . 
people . Because he spoke with such sincerity and depth of feeling . 
Soberly ! And I think he spoke to us of what we know to be a fact . That 
this is a time for testing for America . As other days have been too . 

You know this America of ours is really the great success story 
of ordinary people. As a matter of fact, one of the reasons that I am 
sure we can win the war on poverty is because we ' ve been winning it . 
Every generation, every decade, every century . The people that came 
to the shores, the on~that Sam Levenson spoke about tonight, they came 
here poverty- stricken in worldly goods, most of them , but rich in spirit . 
And I believe the greatest task· that we have tonight is not to meet 
the poverty of the person, but the poverty of the human spirit . The 
poverty that is so evident in so many of our people that, tonight are 
filled with hopelessness and frustration and bitterness and almost a 
lack of desire for life itslef . S6 ~want to talk with you ·about this 

kind of testing. 
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I think that many people , when they heard President Johnson use 

those words , thought he was talking only of Viet Nam or our inter­

national responsibility. But if you listen carefully you knew that 

he was talking about a time of testing here at hom~ too . The testing 

that this great Citation refers to . The testing of himself as well 

as of the nation . In the President ' s words , he said the question is 

whether we will continue working for better opportunities for all 

America when most Americans are already living better than any people 

in history . 

I remind you that there is a word that has come into our current 

d ialogue in conversation that hasn ' t been used as much as it has in 

the past as of recent date . And that word is Opportunity . We heard 

it tonight,opening the gates of opportunity . We speak of opportunity 

for all Americ~. We not only speak of rights and duties now , but of 

opportunity . And I was so pleased , so pleased to know that we not 

only speak of providing opportunity , but also in a sense , of making 

opportunity a reality by helping others that help themselves walk 

through those gates of opportunity . 

I know that there isn ' t any doubt that Viet Nam and other inter­

national obligations ~0 
take resources, ~~require resources which 

might otherwise be devoted to building wider and better opportunity 

here in America . This is a tragic
1
agonizing cost in these struggles . 

But may I say quite frankly to you that our efforts to resist aggres­

sion and to defend the principal of national independence i n self 

determination in Viet Nam and elsewhere may very well have a great 

deal to do with the building of human opportunity there and elsewhere . 

Because man is not an island unto himself , surely we know that . 

This world of ours is a smaller world in size every day because of 

communication . There is no place to hide in the space age of the 

Nuclear Age . And one man ' s tyranny is yours . The losj of another 

persons freedom is your los,. Freedom is indivisable , and its de­

fense is a burden and a responsibility that comes to free me~ But 

I have to ask myself in light of the qu~stions that ~ s~D~very day 

in this city by some people , should we cut back here at home? Because 

the suggestion is often made . And I have to ask with you tonight 

what are the facts about this egpnomy? Who are we? What are we? 

What are we capable of doing? Before we sell ourselves short , or 

before we undertake more than we can handle . 



5 . 

But I think the facts are well know~' The Secretary of the 

Treasury is here tonight, and he can PQ~~lhem with stocco~like 
precis#ion . Seventy straight months , without interruption of vast 

economic expansion , unprea!dented prosperity, the longest and strong­

est expansion in our history . I wonder· if we are prayerfully grateful 

for· that? Or have we accepted it as just a happy accident? I don ' t 

think its an accidental , but I do think we ' ve been blessed as no other 

people . And I am just simply old- f&shioned to believe that when a 

person or a nation is blessed with more than he richly or more than 

he deserves , that he has an obligation then more than any other time 

to be of help to others . 

The fact is that our Nation ' s output has been growing at more than 

5% a year . At least for the last three years . And that another record . 

The fact is that the average American ' s real purchasing power, with 

all the price increases and all of the other factors you can put in, 

is almost 25% higher today than it was six years ago . The fact is 

that the gross national product of this country is practically at three­

quarters of a trillion dollars, and on its way to the trillion billion . 

The fact is that some ten million Americans have been reached in 

the past two years, that were not r eached before by our new National 

Program for Opportunity . And for those ten million it was their first 

opportunity . The first time in their lives that their citizenship 

me ant real first - class citizenship . And they have begun their journey 

toward becoming self-sustaining, self- respecting, tax- paying , productive 

citizens . 

I think ;the fact is that we can afford to continue our efforts 

toward full opportunity for all America . The fact is that we can 

continue our efforts toward social justice , toward making every Am­

erican a positive and productive citizen who contributes something 

to his society . Or to put it another way , the fact is we cannot aford 

not to continue . We have no choice but to move ahead . 

Now the only question is to practical people,how? How do we do it? 

Well most of us here tonight live or work in Washington D. C. I believe 

that if you~e going to try to save a world, you start where you are. 

This does not deney you or in any way excuse you from broader responsi ­

bility . I heard tonight from this platform the need of our rich and 
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powerful nation, and it is fantastically rich, the need of this 

nation to help close the gap in this world between the rich and 

the poor. The wage war on hunger and pestilan€C to help those who 

need help. And I happen to believe, my fellow Americans, that 
• America's for~gn policy is no more creditable, it is no better than 

it's domestic policy. I believe that if you continue to win the war 

on poverty in India, you better win it in Washing at the same time i 

Let me not be misunderstood. I do not say again you have either 

or, you do both. We do both and we can. Now let~ teach them where 

we are because its so much easier to be an expert about far away 

places. And I generally find that people have become great military 
• experts, economic experts, fo~~gn policy experts, the further away 

the country is that they're speaking about. 

But I was a Mayor of a city for two terms. And when you ~sA;d 
two decades, I felt one decade older just that very minute. It was 

two decades ago but the problems are very much the same even now be­

cause so little has been done about some of them. 

This great Federal City of ou~ Washington, in many ways i t s a 

magnificant city. Its a thing of beauty. Our public buildings and 

monuments literally glisten in the eyes of a visitor. Our streets 

are lined with trees t~ were planted by far-sighted men. The houses 

and the homes of Washington, many of them have grace and charm. Wash­

ington too, is a city with great resources - physical resources, mat­

erial resources. But above all rich human rerources of human talent. 

It is a city among all American cities, Secretary Weaver, which should 

be the Model City of this nation. What makes you think you can build 

the Model City away from the Federal Government? We can't do it here. 

Yet we must see not only its magnificance, but I do think we need to see 

its beauty, and not merely its weaknesses. We need to see its adequacy 

and not just its charm. 

We who are here tonight, we live pretty well. Sometimes I wonder 

if we are not talking to the wrong audiences most of the time. But at 

least you are here and I want to talk to you because you'll talk to 

somebody else about it. The hard fact is though, that we are living 

very well, for many of this city's citizens, our employment, under 

employment, being unemployable, at least temporarily, ard hard daily 

realiti e s. The fact is that in many neighborhoods there is defacto 
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segregation, both in schooling and housing. The fact is that thousands 

of our children are growing up in our capital city without decent homes, 

without decent neighborhoods, without even enough playgrounds or recrea­

tional areas. There is a shortage of teachers, too few and often out 

dated school books. And in some areas crumbling school buildings. With 

inadequacy in health care, and without adequate youth services and youth 

workers. This is not to say we have not done much. Its just to say that 

Americans ought to be a restless people, never satisfied until we have 

reached what we think are the standards of a great nation. 

The fact is that the citizens of our capital, among all the citizens 

of this great free republic do not even at this year, 1967, po~ess the 

right to self-government. And here tonight I would remind you of the 

words of Thomas Jefferson who wrote more than a hundred and forty-six ~ 

years ago. "I know no safe depositor of the ultimate powers of society 

but the people themselves. And if we think them not enlighted enough 

to exercise their control with the wholesome discretion, the remedy is 

not to take it from them, but to inform their discretion." Thomas 

Jefferson. r 

I might say it has been mighty fashionable~is Federal City 

for some to say we just don't face up to the political reality and its 

been equally feasible for those who could do something about politi­

cal reality to tuck their children away in private places, suburban 

nieghborhoods. Ive been guilaty of it, you've been gui~ty of it, 

we all have been gui~ty of it. The question now comes:what are we 

going to do about it? Because I repeat, I do not think people around 
J 

the world are going to really believe our message of human equality 

and opportunity unless they see it in living fact in every town, 

village, county and city in this republic. We have to prove it.here. 

The man you've honored tonight with t h is citation, President 

Lyndon Johnson, ~ not only deserving of this Citation, but a man 

who has really put new meaning into the Emancipation Proclamation, has 

proposed an action program to lift our capital to its rightful place 

in our nation. And I take just this little part in the program because 

if we must do something about that little part. 

The Federal Government is closer to Washington D.C. then it is to 
, /IN~ 

Minneapolis. The per capitat~of this area is the greatest in the wDrld. 

~ ~ can•t do it here, where can we? And the President has called upon 
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us to enact a program of renaissance. Of a renaissance for this 
Federal City. We call once again for home rule. We have in a report 
of the President's Commission on Crime in the District of Columbia, 
a charter for justice and civic peace which clearly points the way to 
our constitutional claim of domestic tranquility. I ask your support! 
I ask your support for the President's budget proposal for the Dis­
trict. I ask your support for the main items of the President's of 
the District's Crime Commission report. I ask your support for home 
rule. I ask you to organize. I ask you to organize, to write, to 
lobby in the offices of the congressmen. In short I ask you to stand 
up, be counted, in this community for the same things that we have 
fought for in the rest of our country. 

Yes this is a very important time. This is a time for testing .. 
elsewhere, on fo~gn fronts, in the west and east, in the north and 
the south, its also a time of testing right here in this great city. 
Right here in this great audience. And there is enough people power, 
there is enough establishment power, there's enough white, power, there 
is enough of any kind of power, there's enough democratic power with 
the small d in this audience to chang e this city any way you want to 
change it right here tonight. This is the time when we cannot cut back 
in our nation and l think it is or in our Federal City that there is 
one thing that we have to be sure of, we cannot retreat. 

Alexis D~~ville, that great French political philospher, writing 
in the ninteent~ century had this to say about America. And I have 
always found his writing to be almost ~~~ll~~~out this republic~ 

"You saw us in the ninteen hundreds even as · you were looking at 
us in t h e eighteen hundreds. These Americans are the mmst pe~uliar 
people in the world," says~eTi\<-~~~ l l~~ a local community in their 
country a citizen may conceive of some need which is not being met, 
and what does he do? Why he goes across the street and discusses it 
with his neighbor. Then what happens? A committee comes into existence. 
Then the committee begins fu_\\ctioning on behalf of that need." 

~ ~0 c..~t)\\l.e . That's what :OQIIepcol~ saw. And that's what we have go1ng in many 
communities today and even more. That was the spirit of private vol­
untarism, which existed in America a half a century, or more than that, 
a century before ta The National Conference of Christians and Jews 
was founded. And I think that this spirit of voluntarism that we must 
~reser~~!and n~rish today. For it is as true now as when Alexis De­
\~LJb'~t~ wrote it that the health of a democratic society may be 
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measured by the qualities of functions performed by private citizens. 

The great difference between this country and others is its voluntarism. 

Its freedom movement, its free people, moving freely in their own in­

dividual voluntary private organizations to do things that are required 

for the public need and the public sector. 

Now let me place all of this in proper perspective. The task that 

we face and what we have been doing; all of the problems that I've 

cited are clear and present in this community, we know that . Yet in 

the past few years and months we begun to challange all of them. I 

think the greatest discovery that has happen~n America in the twentieth 

century is the fact that we know that we can do what we want to do . 

And I believe from our efforts thus far we recognize that we can over­

come our problems. We are attacking poverty . We ' re not making this just 

more pleasable or tolerable. We ' re getting at its root causes• We know 

that we can win. We ' ve had some victories already. We need the same 

patience and perserverance here on this domestic fron that many caution 

us to have on the international front. 

I couldn ' t help but think today as I read the morning paper, when 

the President of the Soviet Union paid a visit to the V~can, the 

first Soviet official to do so. I said to myself , this within it self 

is proof of the course that has been followed by free people and God ­

fearing and God - loving people in this world today . A change has come 

over the world . A great change . And it is one that was accomplished 

because there were goals and objectives set out, and the perserverance 

to follow through . We ' re moving my follow Amer i cans . We're moving 

from protest to progress . We're moving from just talking about jobs 

to training people for jobs. We ' re moving from opening the gates to 

a factory to preparing people how to walk through those gates, and what 

to do once they get into the factory. We are not only out building and 

rebuilding cities, we ' re helping to rebuild men . And I happen to believE 

that our cities will be better when the people who inhabit them are 

better . Because man makes his own environment . We ' re beginning to move, 

even oh so . slowly away from " the ghetto and the slum housing and school ­

ing . I saw here in this city last summer what can be done, by voluntary 

effort, for young people in our Youth Opportunity Program . I want you 

to know that much more must be done but at least we made a beginning 
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finding jobs for young people who otherwise would have been on the 

street. 

I saw what could be done £or better playgrounds, and for play­

ground areas for young people. But can I get it off my chest that I 

think it is a national disgrace that the Nation's Capital is so poorly 

equiped with wholesome recreational facilities for the thousands and 

thousands of young men and women in this city that need wholesome 

recreation. See I grew up in a state where we had all of our play-
t 

grounds jlluminated. We just thought they were that way once you put 

the stage room on them. My little town of three hundred, Waverly, 

Minnesota has an illuminated ball park and playground. And yet the 

riche~city on the face of the earth has le~ illuminated playgrounds 

than Lipsfield, Minnesota, and towns you haven't heard of. Be we're 

doing better. But you're going to have to de better, because I'm 

going to be . after you all the time. 

Now we say ~hat a swimming pool could mean to children, longing 

for wholesome recreation. And aren't you just a little bit upset that 

you had to bring them portable swimming pools into this nation. We've 

already ruined the river! Don't you think that children were entitled 

to at least an adequate number of swimming pools? Or are we complaining 

only because of thsr violence and their vandelism? I think you have 

to offer people alternatives. I believe in law enforcement, but I also 

believe in establishing the social condistions that are conducing to 

law observance. Low and respect of the law! 

Yes I happen to believe that Washington can be the model city of 

America. And I think we ought to make it so. But it will require a 

partnership. It will require our partnership of many elements. And 

it will require the great universities~that I see represented here 

tonight, to cease being sort of Ja\'~}j.\t li.titJ.;..~\ observers of the social 

scenes and become militant warriors in the social struggle. The 

universities with their professors and their competent experts will 
. ' 

learn more in one year in the social flights for a better America 

than they learned in ten years in a library. They should get out 

and be bought to work in the disgraced scene of our community. But I 

I b~t- . 
would share the time, third of the tnme in the library, a third of 

the time in the class, and a third of the time in the community. And 

I'll say what my daddy use to tell me too, "If you think that's too 

much time," father use to tell me, "stay out of bed son, most people 

die there." 
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I believe that our neighborhoods could once more be places filled 

with neighbors where the streets are safe, wheEe the parks are safe, 

where people care about each other. I believe we can clean the filth 

from our air and our water, and the trash from our slum alleys. I 

believe we can make this a great community where people of all races, 

creed, colors, ages, occupations, can live in harmony. Because that's 

the way its suppos~to be. Man was intended to live in harmony. And 

in peaceful diversity. As I said·, if we in our shiny Fede~al City 

cannot do it, what American city cart? Oh, there is so m~h to do, I 

know. But what is needed is action. Action! By all elements of our 

society, government, business, labor, the university, religious and 

voluntary organizations and the individual citizen. The problem is 

too big for any one. The immensity of the problems that beset us inter­

nationally and domestically require the partnership concept as a reality 

and not as a theory. And all of this must be without regard for old 

jurisdictions and animosities. A partnership of free men working 

through free institutions for goals freely arrived at. 

Ralph Waldo., Emerson gave us our message and warned us long ago. 

"God offers to every mind his choice between truth and ·repose. 

Take which you please, you can neyer do both." . 
And the truth is that there is work to do. The truth is that 

there are rising expectations in Americas as well as elsewhere. The 

truth is that the people of this land are asking that we make a fact 

what we have recilited as a verse. " One Nation under God, indivisable, 

with liberty and ju.stice for all." That's the only kind of America that a 
we ever dreamed of. And it's the only kind of America that is worthy 

of God 's children. 

Thank you. 
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