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George, I surely do want to thank you. After all the time 

that Muriel's been back here in Minnesota and knowing what Governor 

Wallace did down in Alabama, I began to think that she was the 

Lurlene of Minnesota here making all these speeches back here 

and you've made me feel how there's a place for me back in my home 

after that nice p-ception. 

Muriel and I are on our way to California, to San Francisco, 

which is the home base of this illustrious congressman, Phil 

Burton, that's here with us today, and we're going to spend 

tomorrow there out at Stanford University, and at San Francisco, 

and the next day I go to Phoenix, Arizona, and then back to 

Washington. 

I wanted to have this chance to stop by just to see old 

friends and neighbors and to, well, just to be home a little 

once again because we haven't been here since Christmas and I've 

missed many of you even though I'te seen a goodly number of you 

come to Washington from time to t me. 

I noticed you have a rather usy calendar. The suggested 

long-range calendar of DPL activities. I picked one of those up 

there, George, as I sat down, and all I can say is that if you 

carry all of this out between now and November of 1967 things 

will look a lot better in November of 1968 and that's a good 

target date to point to. 

I want to first of all say a word to my friend, the Mayor 

of Minneapolis. He says he's the best mayor that 1inneapolis 

ever had--that is when he talks to me--and I'm prone to agree 
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with him. I think he's a remarkable public servant. I know that 

he has had the endorsement of our Hennepin County group, of the groups 

here in the Minneapolis area. I also know that he occupies what 

is termed a non-partisan office but I also know that Arthur 

Naftalin has been very proud to be an active member of the DFL and 

I've said a number of times that if anybody ever had any doubts 

about Mayor Naftalin they ought to reconcile those doubts by the 

knowledge or in the knowledge of the fact that he is married 

to Francis and with Fran and Art as the team, the first man and 

the first lady of Minneapolis, I think every DFLer in the city 

can be mighty proud of them, and I want to wish Art and Fran 

the best in this municipal election that's coming up. 

I want to just say a w~ed or two about another event. I 

notice that the YDFL state convention in on April 1 and April 2 

and I had been in vi ted to come. I wanted more than aJiything 

else to come to this meeting but I had promtsed some of my old 

friends back in the ADA back in Washington since this was their 

20th anniversary that I would be there. I was one of the 

founders of that organization and time to time they take me to 

task. From time to time I take them to task. That's the 

privilege of friends. That's in fact, that's what friends are 

for. So I had made an early commitment and I'm afraid I won't 

be able to be here. I said I'm afraid I won't be able to be 

here. I don't want to be too definite because I'm just looking 

and looking and hoping and hoping that I can make it. And I'll 

tell you why. Because the future of this party depends upon the 

success of the YDFL. Ked I'm delighted to see as many young 

aembers here toda~. I noticed when I came in some of those that 



greeted us wearing the badge of the YDFL. We need to build this 

organization. We need to build it on every college campus. We 

need to build it off the college campuses as well. We need to 

have fed into this party the trained leadership of the young 

Democrats, the YDFL. And I, if I can do nothing else today but 

to encourage that development, I'll feel that our visit here is 

worthwhile. 

Phil Burton and Hubert Humphrey worked in the Young Democrats 

for many, many years. I used to attend national conventions of 

the Young Democrats with Phil Burton. I think Phil will tell 

you that when he ran for the state legislature in California. and 

was elected with overwhelming majorities--in fact his whole family 

gets elected. I told him the least he ought to leave one brother 

out. And he promised to do that. And he's kept his word. But 

we worked together building the young Democrats and I can tell 

you that that experience for Phil Burton was a valuable one 

and for me it was a valuable one. So and in this party, Phil, 

may I say that while we have the YDFL we've never made any 

distinction. Any one that is active in our party circles can 

occupy any office of the Democratic-Farmer-Labor Party whether 

they're young or old or middle aged or whatever their age or 

their feelings may be. But we need this well-spring of new 

enthusiastic support and I ask you to go on out and mobilize it 

and get it. And why should you? Because when all is said and 

done and after you've had all of your opportunity to criticize 

and to anal,ze and to scrutinize what the party program is and 

what the administration does, remember that you have to make a 

comparison between this administration and this party and a 



potential Republican administration and the Republican Party. 

And when you ake that analysis and that comparison, not between 

perfection and total imperfection, but between real alternatives, 

I don't think there's any doubt but what you'll be back in the 

fold battling hard to make sure that the Democratic administration 

maintains itself in power in Washington and that you build for 

the day that we can once again have a Democratic administration 

here in the state of Minnesota. Here in the state house and 

in the legislature. So let's get busy and get that job underway 

as you're planning in the long-term program of yours. 

Now the biggest event that I see on the calendar for the 

immediate future is this DFL Congressional Dinner. And I have 

said to Warren Spannaus and I have said to George Farr that we 

are going to do everything that we can as friend and as fellow 

citizen and as a member of the DPL Party and one that has 

enjoyed your confidence, your support, and your friendship and 

your help. I have asked every member of my official family to 

cooperatee. I want to say to Warren Spannaus and to George 

Farr and to the others that may be working on this dinner, that 

you'll have unstinted, whole-hearted cooperation. We ought to 

make this a matter of a bench mark so to speak in the progress 

of this party. That dinner pught to be the greatest outpouring 

of DFL support that this party has known since it's inception. 

There's only one way, may I say, to overcome past difficulties 

and that's with a brand new start. And you've got the chance 

on the date of March 4th. It used to be that we changed 

administrations on March 4 until an amendment to the Constitution. 

Well, we're not changing any administrations but I want to tell 



-s-

you that we can change stride. We can lengthen that step of the 

DFL. We can extend ourselves now. We can give ourselves the 

resources and the purpose and the enthusiasm on that dinner on 

arch 4 to go ahead and let there be a signal go out in this 

state that the DFL is united, that the DFL is activated, that 

the DFL is at work, that the DFL is building and that we're 

building for 1968 and we're building for 1970 and we intenti to 

win. Let's just get the message out. 

Now I want to just take a few moments of your time on 

something that we, that we ought to give some thought to. There's 

a tendancy amongst all of us who have high standards in politics. 

Who are idealistic in politics and we must always be idealistic. 

We must always state those ideals. That there is a tendancy to 

indicate by our criticism of the inability or of our lack of 

attainment, of those of our inability to attain those ideals or 

to perform well enough to fulfill tho e ideals. There's a 

tendancy to have that criticism seem as if it's opposition. We 

need to make it crystal clear to ourselves and to others that 

even as Americans, when we criticize a governmental policy 

internationally, we're not anti-USA. We' re free men and free 

people. That even when we have a different point of view on an 

issue as grave as peace and war, w•61re not anti-American or 

disloyal. That this is the right of a feee people in a free 

country. We need to have that clearly understood amongst 

ourselves and we hope that it's understood in the world. 

And we need to have it understood, too, that when we 

criticize, for example, a policy that doesn't seem to go quite 

far enough in rebuilding our cities or in winning the war on 



poverty or meeting the needs of our deprived and our needy 

people, that that criticism doesn't mean that we are opposing 

what we're doing. It doesn't mean that we're against it, It 

simply means that we're restless. That we want to do more. That 

we want to do better. And I think the secret of our nation has 

been that it is an impatient nation. That it is a restless nation. 

And yet that impatience and that restlessness has during the 

history of this country been at lea•t disciplined so that it did 

not get us completely out of hand and lose our sense of direction. 

So now we come to a period where I think that our restlessness, 

our desire to do more, must be put in proper perspective, Let 

me give you what I mean. 

Today as I speak to you. or tomorrow. let's put it on 

that day because it will be a work day, there will be one 

million, one million, young men and women in training for new 

jobs, One million young men and women, most of whom come from 

the poverty stricken families of this nation, from the rural 

areas where poverty is all too evident, from the ghettos of our 

cities where poverty is to be found in block after block. One 

mi Ilion of them. 

Six years ago tomorrow not one single person \'as in 

training. Not one. That's one million improvement. I wish 

there were three million in training. But there's one million. 

And may I say those one million that are in training are there 

today because an administration • this party • gave leadership to 

those training programs, That's what we ought to be emphasizing. 

There are one million more young men and women in college 

today because of federal grants and scholarships and loans then 
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there were three years ago. Five years ago the total aid to all 

of our cities, the total aid to all of our cities, everything, 

I mean to all of our poor, everything was under nine billion 

dollars. That included social security benefit payments, welfare 

payments, unemployment compensation, everything that the federal 

government had in its budget that related to persons that fell within 

what we call the econo ic category of the poor. The fiscal year 

that we're about to enter ill see 25 billion dedicated to the 

ward on poverty. Three years ago there wasn't any war on 

poverty. 

I re ember three years ago when Sargent Shriver came to my 

office when I was then ajority whip of the Senate and talked to 

me about the legislation, the message first. The message in 

March, 1964, about the war on poverty. And I remember when the 

legislation was passed. 

We've only had little over two years in this struggle 

and in those two years the following things have happened: SO 

of the major metropolitan areas of the United States today have 

organized efforts, committees, structured to combat poverty in 

the midst of those metropolitan areas. Over five million 

people that are known as victims of poverty have had direct 

benefits from the poverty program. Over one million of the 

adults in the poverty group have been placed in jobs that are 

well paying so that they're self-reliant, self-respecting 

citizens. Thirty five thousand young people from the slums of 

our cities, from schools that were inadequate and second-rate, 

were tested and brought out of those schools and sent on to a 

university in what we call Project Upward Bound. A million, 

300 thousand little children between the ages of three and five 
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have had the blessings and the benefits of Pro~ect Ueadstart. 

Fifty six thousand people, poor people, many of them, are today 

involved in community action committees. Por the first time the 

poor, the people that never had a chance to make a single 

decision on their own about their own future, are aking 

decisions. 

Thirteen thousand young men have graduated from the job 

corps. No, 16 thousand have graduated from the job corps. 

Thirteen thousand of those 16,000 are in gainful employment today. 

The other 3,000 went into the military services--educated, 

healthy, trained, And 31,000 more tomorrow morning will be 

in those job corps projects. For those that came in that ever 

had had a job, and less than 5\ of them had ever had job, the 

average income, the aver ge wage , was 70~ an hour. The average 

wage of the 13,000 that will be at work tomorrow morning is 

$1.71 an hour. People who were relief clients, depressed, 

despairing, filled with bitterness and hatred• school drop - outs , 

ignorant, illiterate, are to ay self-respecting, self-sustaining 

citizens. 

This is what you ught to be talking about. This is what 

this party stands fee. And in the meantime, you've had 71 months 

of unprecedented economic p~epperity . There have been 9 million 

new jobs since 1961. And 7 million of them since 1963. That's 

not a bad record. Unemployment is at its lowest rate in 14 years. 

The gross national product is approaching three-quarters of a 

trillion dollars . And the rate of economic growth in between 

four and f"ve percent. And the rate of inflation in this 

country is the lowest of any industrialized nation on the face 



.g. 

of the earth. I think it's pretty good. I think it's a pretty 

good record. 

Three million 200 thousand people have been given medicare. 

Had the privileges and had the opportunities of medicare since 

July, 1966. Just a few months ago . And of that 3 million 200 

thousand of them, two million 500 thousand of them have had 

hospital care and the others have had outpatient medical care 

of the best that this country can offer. 

The hospitals have been paid $1 billion in cash. Hospitals 

that before were wondering l1ow they were goin to meet their 

bills. The doctors have been paid $100 million in fees. The 

private relationship between patient and doctor has remained 

inviolate, And the hospitals today and their equipment, their 

facilities, and in their practice, are better t han ever before. 

I spoke last night to 2,000 of the heart doctors of this 

country, the cardiologists. And I traced for them what we't~e 

doing, $3 billion of federal funds in health investment this 

year. A billion dollars of it in research in the national 

institutes of health, The establishment of regional centers for 

heart disease, stroke and cancer in SO\ of the counties of the 

United States. We're do·ng thinns. Oh , somebody's going to 

say, what about the other SO%. Well, we just got started. You 

don't accomplish these things overnight. The important thing is 

this is the party of beginnings. le're the party that dares to 

try. 

And sometimes I must say t hat it would seem only fitting and 

right that those who are members of t his party speak up for what 

has been done. And not only speak up for what has been done but 
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speak up about what we ant to do, because we're thinking about 
10 years from now_ We want to think about the day, for example, 
of what's going to happen to the fantastic economic resources 
of this country when they can all be applied to peace-time 
activity. 

What are our economic pllns post-Viet Nam? That war will 
come to an end. And wherein and what then will we do? Will 
it be like after Korea? What did we do after Korea? I hear 
many people say, isn't it too bad we have to spend all this 

oney in Viet Name? Yes, it is. No one is more pained about 
it then the man that's talking to you. Unless it's the President 
of the United States. But I want to t sk you,what what did we 
do after the war stopped in Korea? Did we meet the poverty of 
our cities? Did we rebuild Minneapolis? Did we have fantastic 
big urban slum clearances? Did we have federal aid to education? 
Did we have medicare? Did we try to get at the hard core 
unemployed? Did we build our great public structures in America? 
The answer is no . We didn't do any of it. We just took it easy. 

And, in fact, we ent tito a recession. And we ha¥ three 
economic recessions f rom 1954 to 1960. Three of them. The price 
of which cost much more than any war in terms of economics. And 
in fact, many a person, for all practical purposes, lost the 
desire to live, in hopelessness and bitterness and frustration. 

What did we do about race relations during those days? 
Little or nothing. We had to wiat until 1964 for the civil 
rights act. Under this party. Under this president. Under this - - -administration. And the voting rights act of 1965? Under this 
party. Under this president. And under this administration. 
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The model cities act? Under this party. Under this president. 

And under this ad inistration. Federal aid to education thut was 

killed every time on race or religion for 20 years. But it was 

passed under this president. Under this party. Under this 

administration. Federal aid to higher education? Federal aid 

in mental health and mental retardation. Today al ost 18% of 

the budget of every state budget co es from federal revenues. 

Grants•in·aid have gone up by lenps and bounds. Under this 

party. Under this administration. 

I'm not here to apologize for our administration . I don't 

say we've done it all well. I don't say we couldn't have done 

more. I only say 'e've done better than any op osition ever 

even planned on doin&. And it deserves your support . 

And we haven't forgot a ingle segment of this country. 

Agriculture. Business. Labor. There have been better labor­

management relations. There have been better agricultural 

policies then we've known in all of our history. The income 

of the average worker, including price increases , taking into 

consideration what we call the rise in the cost of living, has 

increased in the last three years by 25%. That's an ecDnomic 

fact. The profits of American business have never been better . 

The dividends of the American stockholder have never been better . 

And the economy is strong. 

Now this is not all accidental . People work at it. Men 

like this man that's here from Con ress. Your two senators. 

Your DFL congressmen. Your president . 

Of course we have our troub les. And they're always headlined . 

But I want to tell you that many a life has been saved and many 

a community has been helped. Many of them. 



The Appalacia program worked. The economical development 

administration program has worked. The. poverty program has 

made success and I' not here to a.pologi ze for it . Wh en I 

think of the lives t at have been touched. I have some reason 

to be reasonably happy. 

There's going to be a gentleman in this community I think 

next week, Mr. iayor , Leon Sullivan , the Re verend Leon Sullivan . 

This coming Friday? Oh, he was here. Well, he's a remarkable 

man. I'm sure that many of you, some of you may have heard 

his message. I work with him . He represents what we call job 

training. Motivation. The OIC--Opportunities Industrialization 

Cooperation. He represents job training. In the city of 

Philadelphia alone where he started a a Negro preacher with 

little or nothing and then got some help from the Ford Foundation , 

and then got some help from the Office of Economic Opportunity • 

21 000 young men , hard core unemployed--unemployables·-were 

trained. Jobs. And $8 million was added in one year to the 

payroll of those young men and women in Philac!elphia. 

There are 65 of those programs goin on right now. I had 

Senator Fred Harris of Ok lahoma tell me the other morning of an 

incident do n in New Orleans where another one of these programs 

is underway. Where the Office o,f Economic Opportunity and our 

Department of Labor are cooperating with rather Tomick of 

Loyola University in an unprecedented , unorthodox project of 

motivation, spiritual rebirth . intellectual rehabilitation, 

physical rehabilitation, and the record is semething that would 

make you sing. 

One incident• one case of one lady who was nothing but 
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trouble with everything from addi ction to il legitimacy . She 

was brought in and trained . First of all she had to be 

recruited by what we call community respresentatives, the poor 

who work with the poor . She was given guidance , counselling , 

training , patiently . She was 28 years of age . She'd never had 

a job in her life . She's been on relief all of her known days 

either as a child or as an adult . She got a job working for 

a medical firm that produces medical supplies as a secretary. 

When she got her first check she said to this priest who 

happened to be one that sort of rescued her along the way that 

was in this school , she said, this is the first time , rather, 

that I've ever seen my name printed on a check that I've earned . 

Never seen it before. She said, it's so important to me I want 

to keep it. But I desperately need the money so I'm afr "ad 

I'll have to cash it. Then came the second check . And she said, 

Father , this is the first time I've ever paid taxes . She said, 

look on here , there ' s a stub that tells me I pay so much in 

social security and withholding and so forth. She said , I neve r 

knew what it was before to pay ta•es . I'm so proud to be a 

citizen once , now at lon last to be a citizen . And then 

the fourth month , to show you how totally rehabilitated this 

lady became , she came and she said , Father • just look at all the 

taxes this government's charging me . That's rehabili t ation . 

And it's happening . It's happening . 

Now I tzant to conclude on this . I'd like to ask the 

members of this state central committee to get the President's 

messages , his civil rights message, his economic message , his 
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crime message . I want you to get these messages , his foreign 

aid message , they ' re state documents . I want you to ge t them 

and study t e • This is the platform on which we run . We're 

going to have opposition . I want you to get his messages on 

the cities . His message on the war on poverty . And I want you 

to remember what he said in his state of the union. This is a 

ti e for testing . We're going to separate the men from the 

boys as they say . We're going to separate in this country those 

who have will and determination and perserverance from those who 

are the summer soldiers that just fade away when it gets a little 

tough . 

And we're going to have standup votes in Congress . And when 

those standup votes and when those record votes are taken , you're 

going to find out who!e with you and t~ho' s against you . And we're 

going to go to the country with that record . 

And what do I hear from sone of the people in Congress today ? 

I hear we ought to cut this and we ought to cut that . That we 

ought to cut this and we ought to cut that . And what do I hear 

from those who aspire to the presidency as they travel around 

this country? Generalities and criticism. Saying that there's 

co fusion. Saying that there's duplication . There are governors 

and others that are trave lin from one end of this country to 

another to carry this message without a constructive proposal . 

Just attack , attack, attack . 

And my fellO\.z Americans , and n1y fellow DFLers . let me tell 

you something. We're going to keep the record . And we're going 

to go out to the country and \'le're going to say let's look at 

the record . Ana we' rc going to see , 1r . Mayor , who in this 



• f .. ... 

·15· 

Congress really wants to help the cities . We're going to find 
out in this Congress which polittcal party it is that really 
wants to see true equality of opportunity in this country. 
And our farmers are going to find out just who it is that's 
on your side. As you appealfor the opportunity to build a 
better life in rural Ameri ca. And we're going to find out in 
this Congress just where people stnnd on some of the great 
issues of health and education. 

We'll have the issue nd you ge t ready to do battle 
because i'm going to let you in on a secret right now. We 
don't intend to back up one inch. Not one ·nch . I'd rather 
be·· I had the chance to say this the other ni gh t when visitin 
with a group of our fellow Democrats in ashin gton who were a 
bit critical. ere orried about image. Worried about 
popularity . I said, listen, what we ou ht to be concerned about 
is substance and principle. That image stuff and popularity 
will take care of itself. Let's stick with the substance and 
principle because you're not clever enough to figure out how 
you can be popular tomorrow. y trickery and gin.mj ckery. 

I feel as your vice-president that my duty is not to look 
pretty. It's not my duty and not my responsibility to figure 
out just how to be popular. 1 t ink it is my duty and y 
responsibility to try to pray to God how to be right and how to 
stand for something and how to h ve t he courage to take a stand 
even if people at the o ent don't like it. And I'm going to 
be that "ay. 

And I ant this party to have that courage. I want you to 
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examine what your state needs. I want you not to be opposition 

for the sake of opposition. We don't know how to do that. That's 

a special perro ative of an old trained party . Let them have 

that. I want us to be constructively critical, but always 

constructive. If the opposition, if the party in power in this 

state. has a progra that you can't support, then offe r a better 

one or don't critici~e. ecause it's diffi cult enough for anyone 

to govern. And those who are critics of those who are in power 

should offer good constructive alternatives . 

So let us look at our state. Let us look at our nation. 

Let us look at our world. And let's see if we can't offer some 

constructive analysis , anci if there's critic·sm to be made, let 

it be constructive. If there's support that may be made , let it 

be responsible support . 

And I want this DFL Party of this state to c~ntinue to 

be issue~oriented . I want you to study the great issues. I 

want you to reo the Presidentts message that came down here the 

other ay on nuclear proliferation , on the anti-ballistic missile. 

on the des arate need in this world for better relationships with 

Eastern Europe. for breaking own t e barriers of the Iron 

Curt in, for issolving the Cold War , for entering into a whole 

net · rhase of international relationships f cooperation and of 

underst nding . I want you to do that. 

I ant you to think out lou • I want you to be what we've 

al ays been. An is e-oriented party. And if e are , we'll have 

workers. If e o that, we' 11 have support in the suburbs. If 

we do this. e'll have support in r r 1 America. 
all 

But if/we're g ing to do i bicker about who's going to run 
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things, if all we're going to worry about is some individual 

or individuals, we're not &oing to have anything. The DFL Party 

was built on the basis of substance and principle. Image and 
popularity were by•products. 

And• so stay lt~ith the primary objective. Have the courage 

to think. to haee i eas, to be creative, have the willingness to 
go on out and talk and if need ,e, to take a stand for what you 

believe in, and then have the good sense to be loyal. To be 

loyal to the party. 

I'm very proud of you, and I want to leave you right now. 

I've been too long with you. Bill Connell told me, now don't 
et serious when you get in there. And I guess that's maybe 

what I should have, I should have followed his a vise, but 

we on't get together very often. 

I just think that we ought to kind of keep looking at where 

we are and where we want to go, and at all times let's do what 
we know will at least gain respect. Because the American people 

are getting a little concerned about their politics. They're 

beginning to wonder if we really mean what we say. 

And I want the DFL Party to be, whether it's in power or 

out of power, whether it wins or whether it loses. I want it 

to have the qualities of a Harry Truman, who had courage in 

abundance. And of an Adlai Stevenson, who had a graciousness 

and a nobility and a sense of integrity that commended him for 
generations yet unborn. And I want it to be the kind of a 

party that had the sense of commitment and idealism of a John 

Kennedy. And I want it to be the kind of a party t at has the 
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abi lity and the competance and t1e resoluteness of a Lyndon B. 
Johnson. And if you have those qualities of courage and of 
nobility, of creativity , and of re solute purpose and perserverance, 
you'll survive. You'll win ~nd what's mo re important , you can 
be proud of yourse l f . 'ou c~n stand up a little taller . 

And as for myself , ~e l l , I've done quite well so far with 
your help . I lmow not \'/hat the uture , ay offer , but I knmJ 
this, that whatever days I have will be use for this country 
and for what I believe is best for this country. And will be 
used to help our president , an ' Hhflt I believe is best for 
our president to o for this country . An •i 11 be used to 
strengthen representative g,v rnment and the progressive ca~se 
in this nation . 

~!y liberalism is as ibenll anc progressive today as it was 
years ago . Only may I say , it's even richer and . ore r.tature . And 
I' going to keep it that way . And I' n going t o ask you to march 
with me for the days ahead , net the days of yesterday . You can't 
live those days . They're all over . I ~~ant you to think about 
\ihere \1-Je 're going to go next year , the fo llo\c 7in g year . And as 
I said to a group of senators the other ni ht , you ' re not worth 
your salt unless you're t hinking 10 years in advance . 

Pioneer, Innovate. Cre ate . e ri !ling to cxpertbment and 
then you can call yourself a Denocrat. If you ' re not willing to 
do so, change your label , Join the other party . They know all 
about anc ient history . Thank you very uch . 
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