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Today | want to join with you in work that

is critical in building a stronger and better America: i

@ | mean bridging the gap between want and security for
eI [t [ sk P S

millions of elderly Americans.
M

A / | You know, some civilizations have found ways

to meet the problems of their age{ Eskimos once

10"
/ turned their old people out on the frozen tundra, to

await death.l§ome tribes in Africa and on Pacific islands

N—

{ drive the elderly from their villages into the hostile
jungles to die. == NVAAA Lt M —
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A We Americans don't believe in that. But, for

too long, too many of our elderly have been banished to

the icy tundra of deprivation or the perilous jungle of
? — -

pove rt!.

—
We want to make sure this happens no moreg

We have the capacity’ in this rich country, to promise hl“__‘tg.l-

v iy
V every citizen an old age of dignity and respect and security,y

“.ﬂ_

4 In the Social Secuntyprograry we have a basic

tool to achieve that.

- Z\When Social Security was enacted under President

Franklin Roosevelt, this nation was far from rich/ The

best we could do was to protect our fathers and mothers,

and their families, against disaster.

S oEs——
/)That program has served us well,

7’ mp AB ut today the needs of our people are greater than

yesterday --and they will be still greater tomorrow. And so

a,t[,tﬁl . isour capacnty to meet those needs. =







Mooy~ sl -
P
<This is what the President is saying. He is saying

that enactment of his new proposals will make the Social
—

Security program what it should_llgto protect America's

——s  Nm—— =

elderly, not just for this year but for many years.

The President has called for:

(— A 59 per cent increase for the 2.5 million

elderly and disabled persons now receiving minimum benefits.

e e T R MR

Z— A boost of at least 15 per cent for the remaining

20.5 million beneficiaries.

(An increase to 150 dollars a month minimum

for a retired couple with a record of 25 years or more of
payment into Social Security -- and to 100 dollars for

an individual.

Z—— A rise in benefits for more than 900 thousand

persons | 72 and older who have paid little or nothing into

' — |

the fund.
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Z— Special benefits for 200 thousand persons 72

and older who never have received benefits before.

-- Benefits for severely disabled widows under
E—— . e
62 who now have no protection.

4—- A healthy increase in the amount a retiree
—-

can earn without suffering cuts in his benefits.

- Y

Are these improvements needed? Let us examine
?

the facts, Let us compare the incomes of the elderly

with those of even the poorest of the working population.

- /l Va
When the one doflar forty cents-an-hour federal

minimum wage took effect last month, the full-time )

earnings of a worker at the minimum became 28 hundred
L et e T e 2 R
dollars ... still far too low, but nearly three times the
average Social Security benefit of single retired workers,
S I T s
and more than 60 per cent higher than that of a retired
e — e
.
couple.
—
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Yetl less than 15 per cent of all workers are at
i £ e AT A L R

the minimum wage. So the step-down from pre-retirement
———————— S R T

to retirement incomes for most workers is far more drastic
EE—————— g TR

than these figures sugqgest.

The plight of aged widows is particularly shameful.
ﬂ_

In 1966, average Social Security payments to the 2.5
_#

million aged widows receiving them were only 74 dollars
e SE——————

|

|

a month.

Few of the aged have supplemental sources of
=
income.. Though about 30 per cent of the labor force are
w
currently in jobs covered by private pension plans
P | #

5

only about 15 per cent of those over 65 are now receiving
ﬂ L e

private pension payments.

. [
the remaining 85 per cent, and it will be another 15 to 20
e e S i
years before this figure drops as low as 70 per cent. 4
.-—.-—- —___m__-__

¢
Social Security is the sole retirement systemfor )
/
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Z For the forseeable futug. Social Security will

be the only retirement system for a majority of the

retired population.
———

A Even more indicative of the grim poverty of

e ¥ e e

retired citizens are those statistics that one runs
across, now and then, thatin a flash bring realization

e
of how things really are.

l ZFor example, a government report a short while /
Gl A

—
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\
ago showed that one-‘u’rd of the aged had no telephone in
R ]

their residence. Think of the loneliness and isolation
ﬂ-—

[ i ) L Ay
reflected in that single statistic.
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L Perhaps the increased benefits we are seeking will
W

erase this loneliness for many.

LCertainly, it will expand their horizons.

L\Certainly, it will enrich their so-called "golden

ive them the securit m’ e absence 7(0‘5&

years" by helping to gi
L
tarnishes all that is em’hﬂ(a

re—
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A No program of insurance available on the open
S C——

—

market -- none, at [east, that most Americans could
—

pay for -- provides protection comparable to the Social
e

Security program.

T

The President's plan calls for a small added

cost for dramatically-increased benefits, No other
S e e i £ A S T ST S i 5
program can do so much for so many. ¢

Z | know that you who have come to this meeting

don't need a sales talk on Social Security... any more
RO e

than Mrs. Fuller needs more brushes.

T —.
2 You wouldn't be here if you didn't already have

a healthy appreciation of what Social Security means to
Nz [ SUPSSSU Y

you and to all Americans.
’ ]

/
But the fact that you are here is very imporiant. j
Em—

O T e T e

For you are helping to dramatize your support for
AR—— A s e

the President's plan. And the success of any legislation

i ———
e

begins right here at the grass roots when people like yourselves,
T e ey it PP A oy
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many miles away, start the groundswell that eventually
touches Capitol Hill in Washington.
LPresident Johnson and Vice President Humphrey

have made their commitment to a stronger and better

o= TILST ORI TV SR T

Social Security.

z: m“stand up and stand by the President's

— T

new proposals.
prop

with your help, those proposals will be /
g —— e

the law of this land before this year is over. '

L .
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. What we are seeking does Tef ‘6$&nt the common

LTJ#;/ T want tv jein with yom M prkl HeaT 5 cliTiead iy
good, What could be better, what could be more meaningful, what could be more
bucldmg < Iongdr ol befter fmevics . T meaay,

—Mbndglng the gap between want and security for millions of elderly

Americans’?,// .
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tia5 Y6 be “al1e to" 4y 16 our feTrowAnricans.
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who have wokrked a lifetime_.?; When you retire, we cannot summers on

&

the French Riviera “igr winters under\the Florida sun, € canngt guarantee you a

Carribean cruise/ dor an € ended Euyjopean :

Y e ‘/"L
But we can Wu th 5: \#hat there will be heat in a decent dwellingy -~ —

that there will be food on th andsclothes on your bm:kA that there will be

1
|
'

- = *

} \
basic needs and u’: meet “your emergencies.

ﬁ&génm-? h—raf

ome here to tell you that ft—h—rs— adnnmstr ion is going to stand by its

income to fulfill »

pcsn T e o sur ofder Cilgens

s/and fight with every resource,‘n—pp&@ to

o, s the Presidept’s determ on; he_eéxpressed it

gun
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el;;;;HfIyainhgﬁs social security mej;ﬁge to Congress, "Ome of the tests of a

\\

S—

great -c¢ivilization," he sEﬁHT%ﬁisazﬁe compdassion and respect shown to its

N —
—

elders,,..We should look uptn the growingh;;;;;;MET“nidgr citizens not as a problem

or a burden fef our society, but as ap opportunity to enrich their 1i and,

~XE8 R Ty A1.aV = Work :.{

am - he ives—o . of us\ n
J_/The st of-a-great-civiliza 4 SFostoTacee
.II. F

ifetime’ the dignity, sé

Fand Tt ice theit “efforts have earned,

You know, some civilizations have found sttﬁ"ways to meet the problems of thei[
aged, Eskimos once turned their old people out on the frozen tundrar-%éégb to await
death, Some tribes in Africa and on Pacific islands drive the elderly from their
villages into the hostile jungles to die,

/ Fon 't bele< i ﬁk;fLi
" We Americans have—found—a-more—humane-way, But;—despi;f??f, for too long,

too many of our elderly have been banished to the icy tundra of deprivation or the

perilous jungle of poverty.
n thil fi(ﬁ MW 1)

f’?ﬂ(}‘"& \
We want to make sure this happens no ‘tenges, We have the capacity‘to promise

every citizen an old age of dignity and respect and security.

In the social _security program, we have %ﬁa tool]é acheeot ZZQ?L_
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When ﬁﬁ'prugram was enacted under President Franklin Roosevelt y—it—was~ rich
meu«d—/ -mﬁ,mm}"aarﬁ-fmo‘u&.

d.old age, . .

eix _dependents

é’ﬂ'a* pfo9m, ;;,,r .rwvco’ #J bc/.’ﬂ

0 .
/ But 6day We needs of
i ould-spring, we-would
cur peayle are reato o yested — aud Yy A& JELS M
Pl*ng-—l-t_with{;-nedest-»m/:mse 4 /6‘7 its. J Do errv
ﬁﬂJ > RrRE (S oYl c-a,/waaﬁ_ G meet- Ygaz EEIS

éa;{-thue_a:e_t.ao_many lea

Todﬁ?‘sm:ﬂiwcant /s plainly inadequat

— It doesn't meet th need,

rﬂt\nﬂ‘minc-iﬂg---l-ittle /steps won't begin to set . ~What are \needed. are

"

”‘tThis is what the President is saying, He is saying that enactment of his e

proposals will make the social security program what it should be to protect America's

—
. —

elderly, not just for this year but for many years,

The Preésident has called for:aieepi-ng—émpm-meﬂa——irg_ucﬂl—semﬁy.—‘rm—mr‘
—_— —

-=A 59 percent increase for the 2,5 million elderly and disabled perséns now
receiving minimum benefits,
-=A boost of at least 15 pe{cent for the remaining 20,5 million beneficiaries,

--An increase to $150 é month minimum for a retired couple with a record of

——

25 years or more of payment into social security/\and to $100 for an individual,

o
— —
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-=A rise in benefits for more than QOO,é?Q persons 72 and older who have paid
little or nothing into the fund,
j;”'--Special benefits for 200{322/ﬁersons 72 and older who never have received
benefits before,

--Benefits for severely disabled widows under 62 who now haveigg_protection.

-=-A healthy increase in the amount a retiree can earn without suffering

“pemEfits cutsb; hiJs 6f*bﬁé125f'

his unrealistic? 1Is it utopia

-

T Is it=-as-some-of its opponents claim--
_5_:7*___

fiscally unsound?
I contenl it is noné.of thes&..ff} contend it is a totally practical proposal,
so realistic that you wonder how deep in/the sand its opponents'have buried their

/

heads,

You would think they could see some |unar
|

Fact: Most Americans don't grow 014 rich,
Fact: Far too many grow old poorﬁ

Fact: Short of a personal or globaﬁ catastrophe, we will all“grow old,
Fact: For most Americans, savings are lean, Few are coupon-clipp

Fact: Less than 30 percent of us are covered by any private pension pl

and in most cases these aré minimal,
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and this is the most important one: The social ity program

is the one protective device

helps all Americans, and the only

reliable protectio r most Americans in their

i is—ctear; et me-be-more—specific.,
Lﬁ/‘é Hhac /mfvmmwf' /L_U_,Ez/ 7 lod e examine Heo fail.

ﬁerIy 1s-te compare

f o tre Lol éez“ us

the$!-1;;;EE§qinﬁtfhose of even the poorest of the working population, i:ir:hauy—
A\ A‘

of"$82 8r/§984 a year; the avexage retired ctouple go $144”a month or $1,728 a year,

s TSI B

time earnings of a worker-at the minimum became $2,800....still far too-low, but-

nearly three times the average social security benmefit of single retired workers

f
and more than 60 pifcent higher than that of a retired couple.

/ Yet, less than 15 per ent of all workers are at the minimum wagegj;)the step=~

down from pre-retirement to retirement incomes for most workers is far more drastic

than these figures suggest,

/
/  The plight of aged widows is particularly shamefulzif%jfjffing—t0“3-1962~govern-

ment report, (0 percent of them were 1iving im poverty, In 1966, average social

-

security payments to the 2,5 million aged widows receiving them were onlykgzg/a
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month, This is about one-third less than the average weekly earnings of workers
still on the job,
Few of the aged have supplemental sources of income, Though about 30 perrent

of the labor force are currently in jobs covered by private pension plans, only

A

I
about 15 percent of those over 65 are now receiving private pension payments.i Social

—security is the sole ret irement system for the remaining 85 pej#ent. and it will be

another 15 to 20 years before this figure drops as low as 70 peréent.

For the forseeable future, social security will be the only retirement system

for a majority of the retired population,

qérried, about

is perce

™
A
\

\:, §
aluable %?inge be
Even more indicative of the grim poverty of retired citizens are those

statistics that one runs across, now and then, that in a flash bring realization
g Ly v 4 ‘.".‘
= K whate
of how;fga-things really are, /For example, a government report a few-years- ago

showed that one-third of the aged had no telephone in their residence. Think of

the loneliness and isolation reflected in that single statistic,
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Perhaps the increased benefits we are seeking will erase this loneliness for

/ /
many.z;fiiffij}y. it will expand their horizons,/ Certainly, it will enrich their

so-called "golden years" by helping to give them the security whose absence

tarnishes all that is evoked by that phrase.

cost for this progress? —Of tourse, When did progréss-ever

/ /

come witho some cost?/ But the cost will be small, It will come/{h the form of a
it /
modest increase in\social security taxes, P
- /"""‘-_-‘" "/

/

4
What do the figures™mean when reduced to what you gﬂt for what you pay in?

i In round sums it means you will get in benefits, under the President's proposals,

$15 extra for every $100 presently available,
Getting down to cases, take this example, If you're 35, married, with two
children under five, and have been pajing social security on the full $6,600 taxable

base, the new proposals will mean, and these figures are approximate:

/
1. Social security pdw will represent a total of mere than $200,000 worth of

/
S

overall insurance prqféction.
.-/II'
2. 1In life/fnsurance alone, it will be worth more than $90, . If you die,

/
your wife will get more than $300 a month until your older child reaches 18, and a

reduced amount until your youngest child reaches 18, When your wife reaches

, she can receive more than $160 a month until death,
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3., If you become permanently orf}otally disabled, the new proposals could be

worth moré~than $80,000 as disability.insurance, You and your family 1d draw

more than $300 a mont

until your olderjchild reaches 18, a slighitly reduced amount

until the younger child does, .a slﬁghtly reduced amownit after that as long as
g

you live, ™

4, Social security also provides for“disability insurance for your children,

But the program is far more than iﬁkurance against death or disability, The

heart of it is hard cash in the form of lretirement pay,

When you retiré at 65--under the President's proposals--you will draw_for you

and your e more than $350 a month, If yFu survive to 75--which is common today=-

No program of insurance available on the open market--none, at least, that most

Americans could pay for--provides protection comparable to the social security

ve—— F———

program,

The President's planr_tffé;)calls for a small added cost for dramatically—
increased benefits, It-amounts-to bargain-basement—rates—for the best buy in
security our-people could have, No other program can do so much for so many,

I know that you who have come to this meeting don't need a sales talk on

social security,,,.any more than Mrs, Fuller needs one on brushes.i You wouldn't
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be here if you didn't already have a healthy appreciation of what social security
 S—— —
means to you and to all Americans,
But the fact that you are here is very important, iFor you are helping to
dramatize t—bo—“gmy—o-i the President's plan.._..Ald the success of any legislation
begins right here at the grass roots when people like yourselves,(many miles away,

start the groundswell that eventually impacts—on Capitol Hill in Washington,

work-

—

| / / A1 baT T bmson of Vice brerideaf Mamphey heve
ake ity. , K- . / _.Q:Lum&/;
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ing with every tool we have to\make socidl security stronger;-much stronger....to!
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Ane, with gk 4ep, fhore /’”’7""“["
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