
is critical in building a stronger and better Arne rica: 

I mean bridging the gap between want and security for -
millions of elderly Ame ricans. --=========--- ~ 

You know, some civilizations have found ways 

to meet the problems of their ager( Eskimos once 

turned their old people out on the frozen tundra, to 

await death.b_ome tribes in Africa and on Pacific islands 

( drive the elderly from their villages into the hostile 

jungles to die. - ~\J-}1_, .... ~--
~~ 
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/..We Americans don't believe in that. J3ut for 

too long, too many of our elderly have been banished to 

the icy tundra of deprivation or the perilous jungle of 

P2zV~~· 
-Zwe want to make sure this happens no more, 

We have the capacity1 in this rich couutry, to ~romi:e -.l~ 

every citizen an old age of dignity and respect and security• 

~ In the Social Security progra'} we have a basic 

tool to achieve that. 

/..._When Social Security was enacted under President 

Franklin Roosevelt\ this nation was far from rich/ The 

best we could do was to protect our fathers and mothers, 

and their fa mi I ies, against disaster. 

~hat program has served us well.~> 
"((dl ~But today the needs of our people are greater than 

4/- yesterday-- and they will be still greater tomorrow. And so 

~£t#t \, ~ o~capacity to meet those needs. :TJi-
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~This is what the President is saying. He is saying 

that enactment of his new proposals will make the Social 
= -, 

Security program what it should be to protect America's 
--- ·=-

elderly, not just for this year but for many years. 

~he President has called for: 

'/:A 59 per cent increase for the 2.5 million 

elderly and disabled persons. now receiving minimum benefits. -
LA boost of at least 15 per cent for the remaining 

20.5 mill ion beneficiaries. 

{An increase to 150 dollars a month minimum 

for a retired couple with a record of 25 years or more of 

payment into Social Security --and to 100 dollars for 

an individual. 

J- A rise in benefits for more than. 900 thousa!Jll 

persons :11 .12 and older who have paid little or nothing into --- - '"-' 
the fund. 
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l.- Special benefits for 200 thousand persons 72 

and older who never have received benefits before. 

i- Benefits for severely disabled widows under 

62 who now have no protection. 

~--A healthy increase in the amount a retiree 

can earn without suffering cuts in his benefits. 

£. Are these improvements needed? Let us examine 

the facts. Let us compare the incomes of the elderly 

with ;hose of even t#oJ;es;;f the working population. 

"'When the one doflar forty cents-an-hour federal 

minimum wage took effect last month, the full-time , 

earnings of a worker at the minimum became 28 ·ftl undre~e"O 
dollars ... still far too low, but nearly three times the --
average Social Security benefit of single retired workers, 

and more than 60 per cent higher than that of a retired 

couple. 
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Ye~ less than 15 per cent of all workers are at 

the minimum wage. So the step-down from pre-retirement 

to retirement incomes for most worke rs is far more drastic 

The plight of aged widows is pa rticularly shameful. 

In 1966, ave rage Social Security payments to the 2. 5 

million aged widows receiving them were only 74 dollars - ... 
a month. 

Few of the aged have supplemental sources of ., 
income. Though about 30 per cent of the labor force are • 
currently in jobs covered by private pension plans

1 = 
only about 15 per cent of those over 65 are now receiving 

private pension a ments. 

Social Security is the sole retirement system br 
::: -=-=' -

the remaining 85 per cent, and it will be another 15 to 20 

years before this figure drops as low as 70 per cent. D 
I 
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~ For the forseeable futu~} So_cial Secu_j!Y will 

be the only retirement system for a majority of the 

retired population. 
~ t.. Even more indicative of the grim poverty of 

retired citizens are those statistics that one runs 

across , now and then, that in a flash bring realization 
;>a' ---of how things really ar:e. 

2 For example, a government report a short while 

..- I ''"> ago showed that one-fhird of the aged had no telephone in 

their residence. Think of the loneliness and isolation 
$12 4 

reflected in that single statistic. 

k Perhaps the increased benefits we are seeking will 

erase this loneliness for many. 

Lcertainly, it will expand their horizons. 

~ertainly, it will enrich their so-called "golden 

year;" by helping to give them the sec~'fJ!e absence 7 ~ 
tarnishes all that is e1--~ fMt~JC~, ,., 
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~ No program of insurance available on t~ ope.n 

market --none, at least, that most Americans could 
- 4 

pay for --provides protection comparable to the Social 

Security program. 

The President's plan calls for a small added 

cost for dramatically-increased benefits1 No other -
program can do so much fo r so many. • 

~ I know that you who have come to this meeting 

don't need a sales talk on Social Security .•. any more 

than Mrs. Fuller needs more brushes. 

l You wouldn'7 be here if you didn't already have ., 
a healthy appreciation of what Social Security means to 

yo-u~a~n~d ~to~a~II~A·m-e.ri.c.an.s •. ) 

But the fact that you are here is very i mportmt. J 
For you are helping to dramatize your support for , 

the President's plan. And the success of any legislation 

begins right here at the grass roots when people like yourselves, 
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many miles away, start the groundswell that eventually 

touches Capitol Hi II in Washington. 

Lfresident Johnson and Vice President Humphrey 

have made their commitment to a stronger and better ..... 
~cial Security. !•.u.J k;, 
(UQ. ~stand up and stand by the President's 

new proposals. 

~ with your help, those proposals will be I 
the law of this land before this year is over. • 
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.......,._,_, ___ at cQ.YJ.d be.. bette-r, what. could be mere meaningful, what could be more 

~,-J/,111 "' J~-Br"' c. ... J ~Jefv_~er;~ 
- -i>el'rO"l!'t=llnR:-t'lnt1ft. bridging the gap between want and security for millions of elderly 

Americans~ 

guarantee you a 

Carribean 

d~ 
But we can guaraRt~u in a decent dwelling~-

- , . 

income 
I 

needs and tJO 

back~ that there will be that there will be food on 

emergencies. 

to stand by its 

it 
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You know, some civilizations have found~ ways to meet the problems of the ir 

aged. Eskimos once turned their old people out on the frozen tundra~ to await 

death. Some tribes in Africa and ~n Pacific islands drive the elderly from their 

villages into the hostile jungles to die. 

/ 
~'f ~ ,:i-( «. 

We Americans have found a more humane way. But , aespi~ for too long, 

too many of our elderly have been banished to the icy tundra of deprivation or the 

perilous jungle of poverty. 
#J,J (iJ cPI,(f( i) 

~ '~ 
We want to make sure this happens no We have the capacit 'l to promise 

every citizen an old age of dignity and respect and security. 

~ 
In the ~cial _!ecurity program, we havedf.'1r toolj;J ~ ~ 
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L_!!}•n 'tlli s pt egr am was enacted under Pres !dent Franklin Roo seve It ,.- it was 
7/:..A.,. i4:t w-L e..n.J.1 .. · ~ -A 1 r~ tar o~r ~~ ~· 

0 

tNtr ~/e a~ ~~"'f..t?\._ ~ r~;f~ - '"'""' 
pi~ it witb a meaest increase in-&eeial seeuFity bene(lts. 

/111r/ .s-e ~~ i5 . 011r = ~ 6 hlez-T- ~ 11eeis . 
~~~~~~·f4eN~ ~~~-~ ---

Affihni-nc-i-ng i-t-tle s.te ps won ' t -begin to e t -

.. . . 

t is what the President is saying. He is saying that enactment of his ~ 

proposals will make the social security program what it should be to protect America's 
__.,-..., ._, -- ---

elderly, not just for this year but for many years • 

.. 
The President has called for .. l'!Jweeping iHtp:reve111ents in social security. They are: 

~ ~ 

--A 59 pe1:ent increase for the 2.5 million elderly and disabled persOns now 

receiving minimum benefits. 

--A boost of at least 15 pe cent for the remaining 20.5 million beneficiaries. 

--An increase t d $150 month minimum for a retired couple with a record of 
~ -

25 years or more of payment into~cial~curit~and t $100 for an individual. 
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--A rise in benefits for more than persons 72 and older who have paid 

little or nothing into the fund. 

benefits before. 

--Benefits for severely disabled widows under 62 who now have no protection. -
--A healthy increase in the amount a retiree can earn without suffering 

ben!'tit"s cutsi'l lu J ~ · 

I conterd, it 

so realistic that you wonder ho 

heads. 

You would think they could see some unar 

Fact: Most Americans don't grow ol 

Fact: 

Fact: 

Fact: 

Fact: 

Far too many grow old poo • 

/ 
Short of a persona or global catastrophe, we will all 

For most A~, savings 
/ 

,/./ 
Less than 30 percent of us covered by any private pension 

/ 
/ 

and in _ma..st -eases these ar 
/ 
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is the most important one: 

is 

mpro-v 

. i- soia before the need for improvement is clear. 

/__;}/'€-~ i'ntr~ ~? 
Let me be me~e specific. 
t_d-·n-~~~ 

; 9•• ••:;~•li•iag tho e.rtreme deprivation ot ,;L.;Ld';;~Y 1<-W compare 

the;.. i ~comes 

minimum-wage-t~k-efle~t ~st month, the uli;----

trme earni~gs of a4WOTker at the minimum became $2,800 •••• sti11 far too-low, but 

three times the averag~ social security benefit of single retired workers 
-·. - -

and more than higher than that oJ a retired couple. 

~Yet, less than 15 perf ent of all workers are at the minimum wage the step-

down from pre-retirement to retirement incomes for most workers is far more drastic 

than these figures sug,gest. 

~light of aged widows is particularly shameful f eeo:ding to a t%2 govern• 

~nt report, 10 percent of them were living tn poverty. In 1966, average social 

security payments to the 2.5 million aged widows receiving 
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month. This is about one-third less than the average weekly earnings of workers 

still on the job. 

Few of the aged have supplemental sources of income. Though about 30 pe~ent 

of the labor force are currently in jobs covered by private pension plans, only 

about 15 { _/ Soci per~ent of those over 65 are now receiving private pension payments~al 

ecurity 
,--

another 

is the ~retirement system for the remaining 85 pe1lent, and it will be 

15 to 20 years before this figure ~rops as low as 70 pef'"ent. 

;"For the forseeable future, ~cial~curity will be the only retirement system 

fot a majority of the retired population. 

T~ 

fulli ime will 

loss 

Even more indicative of the grim poverty of reti r~d citizens are those 

employed 

and, if 

statistics that one runs across, now and then, that in a flash bring realization 

;;A_ ~~~-n :slr,A~ 
of how7 things really are. ~le, a government report a few }tftr&o ago 

showed that one-third of the aged had no telephone in their residence. Think of 

the loneliness and isolation reflected in that single statistic. 



- 7 -

Perhaps the increased benefits we are seeking will erase this loneliness for 

I 
many. ~Certain~y, it will expand their horizons. Certainly, it will enrich their 

so-called "golden years" by helping to give them the security whose absence 

tarnishes all that is evoked by that phrase. 

cost~ cost will be small, n the form of a 

modest increase taxes. 

What do the when reduced to what you for what you pay in? 
I 
~und sums 

/ 
in benefits, under the President's proposals, 

$15 extra for every $100 presently a 

Getting down to cases, take this exa 

h . d d f" d be ./ c 11 ren un er 1ve, an have en ay1ng 

If you're 35, married, with two 

I security on the full $6,600 taxable 

base, the new proposals will 

I. Social security w will represent a total of m re than $200,000 worth of 

overall insurance 

2. In life Insurance alone, it will be worth more than $90, If you die, 

your wife · I get more than $300 a month until your older child reach 18, and a 

reduced amount until your youngest child reaches 18. When your reaches 

, she can receive more than $160 a month until death. 
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If you become permanently disabled, the new proposals coul 

You and your family c 

until the younger child does, t after that as long as 

you live. 

4. Social security also provides for your children. 

But the program is against The 

heart of it is pay. 

When you ret· eat 65--under the Presi ent's proposals--you will 

to 75--which is 

No program of insurance available on the open market--none, at least, that most 

Americans could pay for--provides protection comparable to the social security 
...=.' ~ 

program. 

The President's plan~calls for a small added cost for dramatic all~ 

increased benefits. I~mouAts to bargain hesement Pates for the best buy~ 

.....se.G-Urity our peep.le could ~ No other program can do so much for so many. 

I know that you who have come to this meeting don't need a sales talk on 

social security •••• any - ..­...- - more than Mrs. Fuller needs one on brushes~You wouldn"t 
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be here if you didn't already have a healthy appreciation of what social security 
C; -=-

means to you and to all Americans. 

But the fact that you are here is very important.~or you are helping to 

dramatize ~Y 5 
. ~President's plan._.~d the success of any legislation 

begins right here at the grass roots when people like yourselves, (many miles away, 

~k 
start the groundswell that eventually im~aets on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
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