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TEXT OF BRITISH RROADCA~TING COMPANY 

"PANORAMA 11 

Limewood Studios u London, Enqland 

Monday, April 3, 1967 

GUEST: HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUJI.P.PHREY, 

VICE PPF.SIDFNT OF THE UNITED STATES 

MODERATOR: Robin Day 

PARTICIPANTS: 25 Colleqe and University Students 

~R. DAY: Good Eveninq. 

Panorama, in two parts this eveninq: Question to 

the American Vice President, and a film report in which John 

Morqan investiqates racial discrimination in Britain . 

First, ·.our "distinguisheil quest from the United States, 

the m·m, who, under the .n.merican Consti tutiO'.l, would autoi.ltat.i-::all~ 

become President in the event of President Johnson's deatht' 

r-'r. Hubert Humphrey was a Senat)r from IV'innesot.a for 

16 years until President ~Tohnson chose him for: the Number t'I!O 

place on the Democratic ticket in the 1964 election campaign. 
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Here to ask him whatever questions they i.<lish are a 

qroup of stunents who come from many universities in this 

country. I don't think thev would claim to represent the entire 

youth of the British Nation, but many of them, almost all of 

them, in fact, either hold or have held elective positions as 

student officers or officials of political clubs, and between 

them, they cover a pretty wide variety of political opinion. 

The first question then to the Vice President, if you 

please. The qentleman over there on the left. 

0.UESTION: Mr. Vice President, we are told that being 

Vice President of the Untied States is like playinq second fiddle 

without heinq qiven a bow. In view of the fact that,many 

of your political rivals qet much more publicity than you do, 

do you think this is not true? 

THE VICE PPESIDENT: ~-Jell, I consider beinq Vice 

Preside:1t of the United States an honor. It is a responsibility, 

in a sense it is a privileqe. It does not permit you to be the 

first violinistp nor are you the conductor of the orchestra. 

but let me say you are in on the makinq of the music and the main 

thing to do is not to make too many sour notes. 

I believe that covers the topic. 

~R. DAY: Yes, the lady here. 

0Ur.STION: Mr. Vice President, could you tell me what 

it is exactlv that vou do? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yes. The office of the 
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Vice President has developed a qreat deal over the years. In 

the beqinninq his primary responsibility was as the Presiding 
·r 

Officer of the Senate; and then, just sort of ""aitinq around, 
•' 

you knoN', on the sidelines to see what happened. John Adams 

once said, "It is either nothinq r,r everythinq." Since that time, 

~ince our second president, there has been a fill that makes it 

a little of something and quite somethinq in some areas. 

I am a member of the President's Cabinet, and a member 

of the National Security Council, Chairman of the Space Council 

that coordinates all of the work of bur qovernment in space and 

aeronautics 6 Chairman of the ~arine Resources and Engineering 

Council, that is oceanoqraphye I am even a Regent of the Smith-

sonian Institution. And then I have a number of ad hoc temporary 

assignments from the President. For example, riqht now I am 

Chairman of the President's Youth Council, coordinatinq all of 

the activities of our government that relate to vouth, all of 

the educational activities, training activities, our summer em-

ployment proqrams, and travel proqrams and a few other things that 

keep me rather busy, plus doinq a bit of speaking around the 

countrye 

MR. DAY: Is anyone not very impressed by that list? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: And, Preside over the Senate. I 

wouldn't want you to forqet that for a minute, and that is no 

small task. 

~R. DAY: Any other questions about the political 
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situation in America which we have qot onto? 

The qentlernan riqht at the back. 

0UESTION: Mr. Vice President, there has been some 

speculation about the next Vice President of the United States, 

and who President Johnson would choose as his next running part-

ner r and in this country the press has '>een speculating on the 

Kennedy-Johnson split. Can you give us your ver~~ ~""- n ·F the sp!it 

after the Senator's visit to Europe? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Wellf I look upon Senator Kennedy 

as a very able United States Senator. He has a different point 
' • 

of vie'" on som.St subjects than the rresident may hold: but in our 
,. 

political system 'Vle do not have whrt you call rigid party -dis-

cipline. When I served as a ~enator, even thouqh we had :demo--· 

cratic presidents during that time I did not have a 100 percent 

votinq record with · the .Admini~tration. But I helive that Senator 

Kennedy, when he says he will support President Johnson in 1968, 

and I believe hirn implicitly, when he says he will support Vice 

President Humphrey. 

MR. DAY: Well, ~r. Vice President -·- the one behind 

this gentleman, the one behind --

QUESTION: ~r. Vice President, on a ~liqhtly different 

topic, is the United States ~overnment completely satisfied with 

the report of the Narren Commission on the death of President 

Kennedy, and if not, does it intend to hold a further inquiry? 

THE VIC'E PRESIDENT: Ne consider the Warren Commission 
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to be a reputable, respon~ible report. Remember that the 

Cow~ission's name indicates the quality of the Commission. The 

Chief ,Justice of the Uni·ted States, rJfr. Earl Warren, a very dis-

tinquished man, was the chairman of that commission. I doubt that 

he would attach his name to anv report that did not have respon-

sible evidence to verify it. I can say that the whole commission 

was made up of highly r.e~pected American citizens. We see no 

need to reopen any inquiry.. In the main, if any new evidence 

comes to the attention of the (;overnment that requires reopeninq, 

of course that is another matter, but the Warren Commission Report 

stands as the official document and official policy of our Govern-

ment. 

QUESTION: Supplementary to this, as you know, there 

is a trial qoinq on in the United States at the moment at which 
~ · 

to brinq to light new evidence on this question from· .'the po:tn:t of 

view there was, in fact, a conspiracy whic'l the Harren Commis~ion 

seems to deny. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I doubt that there is any new 

evidence. As a matter of fact, the Attmmey General has indica-

ted that those persons that are beinq ·piesently listed as offering 

new evirlence, that that eviden<:e had all been very carefully 

screened before by the appropriate authority in the Government 

of the United States. 

May I suqqest to you that we were very anxious to qet 

at the truth of the assassination of a very qreat and beloved 
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president and there would be no need or any desire on the part 

of any responsible official in the United States to cover up 

anythinq, and the Chief ~ustice of the United States has been a 

couraqeous man all of his life, he is not of the same political 

party as the President of the United States, or the Late President 

of the United States, and if F.arl lvarren puts his name to a 

report, I believe Eari Warren, the Chief Justice. 

~R. DAY: There is somebody I know wantinq to ask a 

question, several of you, about the situation in Alabama. The 

lady there. 

QUF.STION: As a liberal with a distinquished record of 

civil riqhts, how do you feel about the increasinq conservatism 

of American politics. and especially the defiance of Mrs. Wallace 

to the Federal Court's deseqre~ation in Alabama? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: May I take the latter part of your 

question first. First, may I thank you for your compliment. And 

in reference to c~vernor Wallace of Alabama, we have had other 

instances in the past few years where governors have momentarily 

before their legislatures uttered words of defiance, only to come 

around a little bit later to recoqnize that the Federal Union is 

intact, that the Constitution of the United States is the supreme 

law, and that the orders of the courts of the United States must 

be obeyed. 

I have no doubt at all but what Alabama, as one of the 

50 states and a very fine state, will be faithful to the 



7 

Constitution. 

Now, in reference to the political environment in the 

United States, it is not conservative, as a matter of fact, I 

must say that it is the most liberal period of American political 
' 

history. We have made more advances, but this, Ifuink this might 

be a moment to just share a bit of thouqht with you on this, we 

have made more social advance in the last few years that we have 

made in the last 20 years. We have taken up where the New Deal 

left off, and qone far, far beyond it. 

In the field of race relations no country on the face 

of the earth is makinq the proqress that the United States is 

makinq . · in race relations. We have problems, but we have opened 

up vast new areas of O.pportunity for people lonq denied oppor-

tunity, and remember that our race problem is of some dimensions. 

There are 22 million, 22 million Negro Americans, 22 

million of them: and rememBer also that many of them for years 

were denied any opportunity at the ballot box or to economic or 

social opportunity. That today is over. The Federal Reqistration 

Act, voter reqistration, quarantees the riqht to vote and Federal 

Reqistrars are riqht this very day in certain states in the United 

States, reqistering voters, 

There were over 450,000 more voters in the southern 

states last election than there was in tite election of 1964, so 

we have made great progress. 

In education, 8 million deprived youn~ people were 
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enjoying new benefits of education last year that they had never 

enjoyed before, one million younq people between the ages of 16 
~-

and 22 are in job training, six years ago there was none. 

Medicare which, for 16-18 years was a topic of dis-

cuss ion and qebate, is a real~ty. ~r~~ in the field of model 
' 1' 

cities, or urban development, our poverty program, we are ex-
· ~ . ~ 

pending in Fiscal Year '68 in the President's Budget, over 25 

billions of dollars in a war on poverty, 25 billion as compared-

to 9 billion in 1961, as compared to 11 billion in 1963. 

MR. DAY: Before they forget, on a very point you made 

there, Mr. Vice President -- the gentleman there was saying 

something about the war in Vietnam. · What did you mean, what were 

you going to say? 

QUESTION: saying in spending all this amount of 

' money on the war qn poverty, you are spending a great deal of 

money on the war in Vietnam. Don't you think this money would 

be much better spent on this war on poverty? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Of course I do, if we could just 

get the war in Vietnam over. I am a peaceful man. We are spend-

inq $22 billion dollars a year, in money, which is the least of 

the expenditures of the war in Vietnam. The lives are much more 

important and the traqedy of it, and we are expending, and while 

I want to make it quite clear and while money should not be the 

total factor, it is an indicator of the commitment that we are 

making, some 25 billions of dollars to groups in American society 
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that come under what we call the low income poverty level group. 

Now, ·that is compared to six years ago of 9 billion 

and compared to three and a half years ago of 11 billion dollars, 

we are spendinq 300 percent, three times as rnuch in our health 

proqrams over and beyond exclusive of ~edicare in the coming 

Fiscal Year, three and a half times as much in Federal aid to 

education. We have tremendous programs under way, so when I hear 

people say what has happened to liberalism, I say well, as to the 

liberal program, much of which I sponsored in my political life, 

may I say, may I say we passed i ·t and don't be unhappy because 

\'le passed it. You know, it doesn't make you a liberal to fail, 

you can still be a liberal and succeedo Some people that if you 

fail in a program and you can continue to talk of the failures 

then you are a liberal. I am the kind of liberal that likes 

proqress and when you have passed medicare, aid to education, 
.. ... '" 

when you have passed conservation mea$ures, air pollution control, .• 
water pollution control, model city proqrams, reorganization of 

health, medicaid, child nutrition acts, freedom, the war on hun-

ger program in which we are putting billions, I think this is 

quite a liberal proqram and I am mighty proud of it and I had 

something ~o do with it. 

MR. DAY: '!'he gentleman in the back row with the 

glasses on, there, movinq on from that --

QUESTION: -- ~ro Vice President, there is another 

problem. The CIA appears to be a state within a state. How can 
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an espionage aqency of the United States Government make policy 

decisions, often in dire contradiction of the stated policy of 

your government? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, first it doesn't, it doesn't 

make policy decisions in contradiction of our government. Every 

nation today has some system of intelliqence operation. Now, 

we are not as old at this as the Britisho 

(Laughter) 

We have had our hand involved in this sort 6f thing 

for about 20-some years, since World War II, as a matter of fact, 

starting with the OSS and qoinq on with the Central Intelligence 

Agency, and we have made some mistakes, there is no doubt about 

that, and in fact we would like to live a lot of it all over. 

We think, for example, that amongst these student 

organizations we would have been better advised had we followed 

your British Counsul program here and as you know, President 

Johnson has ordered all of the CIA activities related to private 

organizations to stop, no further ·financing. 

MR. DAY: Are you satisfied with that? The students 

obviously were concerned about the CIA question. The gentleman 

there --

QUESTION: The Vice President said that the CIA was 

not in contradiction of the Government policy. As a matter of 

fact, CIA policy is the eliminationof Communism. Are you sugges­

ting, sir, that the Government policy then, is then by extension 
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the elimination of Communism in the world? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: lvhat we said that the Government 

policy is, 'lie seek to live in a world of peace. l\'e seek peaceful 

coexistence. We are not unaware that Communism has powerful 

forces in this world today, and we are not so naive or childish 

as to think we are goinq to eliminate it. We do think, however, 

that the forces of freedom have more momentum to them than the 

forces of totalitarianism, and I want to say the CIA has not said 

it is eliminatinq Communism. What CIA has said in carrying out 

Government policy is that we shall help'<those. who seek to ,prevent 

the onrush of Communist success, to put i.t in ~ very gene1ous 

term. 

MR. DAY: May we move on to the ~Qoj~ct ~f Vietnam, 

which I know is in many ofvour minds. This qentleman there, with 

the brown shirtp yes. 

QUESTION: Mr. Humphrey, when your qovernment started 

the bombinq of North Vietnam, you said that the force of this 

activity was to force Hanoi to the conference table, which you 

claimed Hanoi \>lasn 't willinq to qo to at that time. Since ·then 

Hanoi has said that it is willinq to come to the conference table 

if the bombinq stops, and yet the bombing continues and Ame:d.el! 

makes further conditions. Aren't you askinq Hanoi to accept 

your right to commit unilateral acts of escalation whenevar you 
~ 

feel like it? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT. Well, now, I can understand ·;-c. -,, 
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why you asked the question, because the premise on which you 

asked it is not the premise of our governmentes policy. We did 

not say that we started the bombinq to brinq Vietnam to t.he 

conference table. We said thai: we were ropeful that ·the bombinq 

would make it more difllcult ror the infiltration of personnel 

and malipower into Soutn Vietnam, that the price of that infiltra-

tion would be substantially higher. \ve did not ever assume that 

the bombing would ever bring Vietnam to its knees. I think that 

the British know better than anybody else in the world, because 

Gennan bombing ·of Vietnam -- C~erman bombing of Britain surely 

aid not destroy Britain and anybody that has lived through that 

perio~ knows better than to assume that bombing alone can do 

anything except to make a heavier price for whatever you seek to 

do. 
t 

So, we feel that, we are prepared to stop the bombing, 

we are prepared to stop the bombinq w-hen we can get one act of 

mutual reciprocity or reciprocity from North Vietnam of military 

value. 

I-1R o DAY : Mr. Vice President, what would be the minimum 

ac~ of reciprocity from North Vietnam which would enable America 

to stop the bombing? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, the Vice President of the 

United States does not outline American Government policies on 

a television network. I might add that the British have always 

had a great respect for what they call pt·ivate diplomacy, ·.}quiet .. . 
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talk. Your government -- my qovernment's ~licy is this: That 

we would like very much to have an opportunity to engage in con-

versation with representatives of Hanoi on a cease fire, on a 

form of deescalation, either massive deescalation or limited de-

escalation, or what procedures could we arr ive at and under what 

form to brinq about a conference to seek a peaceful settlement. 

Let me make it clear, we do not ask, \ve do not lay 

dO\m as a possipy a military solution in Vietnam. t-~e think that 

there must be a political solution in Vietnam and therefore, we 

seek to bring this conference from the battlefield to the confer-, · .. 
ence table but it takes two to either dance or to make a settle-

ment and we prefer not to dance, we want the settlement. 

MR. DAY: Gentlemen --

QUESTION: There are now, I understandv 400,000 troops 

in Vietnam. Together with allies it is estimated that they out-

number the Vietconq by three to one or perhaps four to one. Unde! 

these circumstances with eve~y promise of a lonq, drawn-out war, 

isn't this an indication that there is a considerable native 

support for the Vietconq, and isn't it also an in~ication of the 

fact that increased American troop commitments in Vietnam would 

not assist their military efforts in the war? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Well, we have been somewhat in 

a quanda~, about the number of forces that were necessary because 

the British experience in Malaya indicated that you ought to have 

a ratio of about 10 to one. We have not thought, however, that 
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·that kind of i'ilanpo-w·er was required e i'Je are seeking to bring to 

Vietnam only that ammmt of American power which will achieve 

one obj~cti·..,..lt:!, ·to perrnH: South Viet£&ain to be able to work its 

OWl'l will and its Oif/r. dea·tiny fo:t' i 'ts awn in.ati t.utim1s: In other 

~.tords, to prevent the ltggr:~ssion f:rom th~ ilorth and to pexmit the 

scu·th to ~"lol.'k out its destiny in the so·uth. 

Now, th8re are Vietcong forc-es ana I would -- you know 

canclo:t· and f::ankness ubout. t:hese thinqs is what you wan·t and I 

want -·· in ·the Victccnq ther-e al:'e some Nationalists. 'I'he Viet-

ccng, how0-.....e:r·, is Cm'l'cmuni st~dom:tr,ated o It: :Lece i ves its directions 

'Dy l:.he open a.dmi~sion of Ho Chi :-UT,h himself, from lianoi. r.rhere 

isn't a govenunen·t. in the woz·ld that dispu'tt:~s that, may I say 

even Communiot g·overmnents because when we finally get around to 

talking about the settlement. in Vietnam we talk about the se·ttle-

ment: be't.ween the Ui.iited s·tat.es a:rld North Vietnam which indicates, 

I think, even f:.:-om some of ·the qreat cm:m'~z·ies of the world, that 

North Vietnam hils considerable control over the developments of 

the Vietcong-. 

li!R. DAY~ Just a minute, just one minute. 

Qtmsr.r:::oH: l.\1r. v·ice Presiden·t, isn • t that simply be-

cause your qovernment has always r~fused to t· got.ia.~e directly 

with the Vietconq? 

THE V'ICE PRESIDENT: l·1Y "JOVernment --

Qtr.C:S'fiON: -- Hal"loi p:cef11rring to do --

THE V'lCE PRESIDENT: My qovernment has never 
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QUESTION: -- there never ha·s been a North Vietnam 

delegation but you are not prepared to deal directly with themo 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: My qovernment has said repeatedly 

that there were no insurmountable obstacles to having their 

government represented at any negotiations. My government has 

said that we are primarily concerned about ~he aggression from 

the North, ~just as we were concerned about aggression in other 

parts of human his·tory, as we t~rere concerned about aggression in 

Korea, just as we were concerned about the Soviet attempt to take 

over Berlin and to modify the agreements there. 

The policy of my govetnment is one that has been 

follc~wed since 1945, in Iran, ir Turkey, in Greece., in Berlin, 

in Korea, in Cuba and now in Vietnamo 

MRo DAY: The qentleman in the corner , a question on 

Vietnam, one more question on Vietnam. 

QUESTION: Surely Mr. Vice President, if you really 

want peace you should recognize the government in North Vietnam 

and you should bring North and South Vietnam into the United 

Nations where you have a conference table already, or haven't 

you confidence in the United Nations? 

THE VICE '?RESIDENT: We have great fcdth in the United 

Nations but the North Vietnamese ha,,.,.. QAid repeatedly and only 

within the past week that the United Nations has no business 

sticking its nose into Vietnamese: affairs. That has been the 
'· 

position of North Vietnam. Now, we are perfectly willing to 
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recognize the fact of the regime of North Vietnam, because we 

are in communication with Ho Chi Minh. President Johnson has 

sent letters direct to Ho Chi Minh in North Vietnam and he has 

received ·a reply which is of public notice and not a reply that 

said maybe we could talk, maybe there is some way that men of 

reason and compassion could sit down and end this carnage. He 

received a reply that was filled with vituperation, that was 

filled with dramatic lanquaqe, as contrasted, may I say, to other 

letters that Ho Chi Minh has received. 

MR. DAY: I think we must 'inove on if we are to get on 

other subjects, into questions dealinq with European policy. 

QUESTION: Does the Administration support the Atlantic 

fzee trade areas or alternative to Britain, should she fail to 

enter the European Common Market? 

THE VICE PRESIDE~T: It is our very sincere hope that 
. 

the British, in cooperation with their friends on the Continent, 

will be able to work out the entrance into the Common ~arket. 

We do not believe that American sponsorship of these efforts is 

either helpful to Britain or the ~ommon ~arket. We have a feeling 
. ·=~. 

that the Europeans, British and on the Continent, ~~re per~aQtly 
. ' .~ 

capable of working out their own destinies and I think that the 

Government of the United States should best express its policy 

by saying we are friendly to your efforts, we hop,e you are 

successful, but it is up to you to work them out. 

QUES~ION: Yes, but if they fail what do you suggest 
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as an alternative policy approach? 
,.._ 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: I would suqqest that prudence 

and wisdom would wait and s ee what happens. 

(Laughter) __ · • 

/ 

/ ,.,.-' 
/ 

MR. DAY: Has anyone r.ot had a question so far, still 

on this subject? The lady over there. 

QUESTION: ~ir, what is your attitude to what seems 

to be be Gaulle • s ~_ation-~tate feud on the future of Europe? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: It is our attitude that the ,·· 

welfare of Europe is best served by increasing European unity, 

and the coordination of the national-state efforts in Europe for 

common purposes and common goals. We believe that a strong 
;, 

Europe, a united, free and independent Europe, is better for all 

of the world and indeed, better for all of the Europeans. 

MR. DAY: The qentleman there with the glasses. 

QUESTION: How determined is the United Staes Government 

to see the reunification of Germany? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: We consider it a matter of firm 

policy. How it shall be accomplished peacefully is a matter of 

people within Europe in cooperation with the United States to 

obtain it. We believe that time and patience and perseverance, 

the relaxation of the tensions ·.J:>etween the West and the East will 

promote that day which I think inevitably will come of some form 

of reunification of Germany. 

QUESTION: '1',he American Government has a policy on 
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a non-proliferation treaty --

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Yeso 

QUESTION: -- and the Soviet Union is exceedingly con-

cernea about Germany qaininq control of nuclear weapons and very 

recently the West German Government reiterated its wish to have 

some control over these weapons. What is the American Government' 

attitude going to be under these circumstances? 

'l'HE VICE PP.ESIDENT: The same that it:. has been, namely 

that the nuclear weapons which .we have shall remain in our con-
.. 

trol, i. other words, there are enough finqers on the nuc~ear 

trigge: without adding any 11 ·ore. 

QUESTION: (Indistinguishable) 

THE VICE PRESIDENT~ Well, the MLF is no longer a 

policy with USo 

MR. DAY: Could I have one final question from somebody 

who hasn't -- a brief one from somebody who hasn't asked one, 

a brief one from somebody who hasn't asked anything yet? The 

gentleman there. 

QUESTION: In view of the Americans fostering MLF and 

ENF surely in the present situation it is a trifle unrealistic 

for Americans to advocate a non-nuclear proliferation treaty. 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: lqell, if it seems unrealistic ·· . 

.. now.;, just let me say tl at it will be very realistic in days ;( .. -\,., 

ahead; as you look at the danqer of nuclear proliferation, first 
' 

of all the Government of the United States has never taken a firm 
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stand on the matter of MLF, it has been exploratory. What "t<Je 

are takinq a stand on is the danger of the spread of nuclear 

weapons, and we consider the non-proliferation treaty a vital 

step in the path of peace. We consider it one of the building 

blocks of peace. We consider it one of the ways to minimize the 

danger of nuclear conflagra·tion. i\le are wholeheartedly committed 
' 

to it and we are working t-7 ith the Sov·iet Union and \<lith our allies 

in t'lestern Europe to try to attain i·t. 

MR. DAY: Mr. Vice President, thank you. 

Incidentally, do you want to ask them --

THE VICE PRESIDENT: Is it over? 

MR. DAY: Do you t-1ant to ask them anything? Are you 

satisfied? 

THE VICE PRESIDENT: '-Jell , I think I have had a very 

wonderful exchange here, and I am sure that after we are throuqh 

here we will have a chance for a little more privacyo 

~R. DAY: Thank you very much. 

(The broadcast was concluded) 
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