
NOTES 

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY "-----__, 

BROTHERHOOD OF RAILWAY AND STEAMSHIP CLERKS 

Johnson-Humphrey Administration have been working 

together in a common cause --the building of a better 

and stronger America. 

Ll n the 89th Congres~ a Congress which will go 
we 

down in our histor~/set down the framewo rk for progress 

in the yea rs ahead. 

L Let me sa~ that achievement was due in no small 

measure to the effective work done by your union and your 

officers.~r you rep resent over 114 of a million workers, and 

this figure is growing, and your support means a great deal. 
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Let me mention just a few of the pi aces where we 

made a beginning in the 89th Congress. 

Gealistic help in the field of education, at all levels. 

~edical care for senior citizens and other health 

breakthroughs such as the heart, cancer and 

stroke centers. 

L- Progress toward a cleaner and more beautiful 

country with the passage of water and air-pollution 

legislation. 

LHighway beautification and recreation. 

L. Steps toward rebuilding and revitalizing our cities, 

including establishment of a new Department of 

Housing and Urban Development. 

/:.,-The Civil Rights Act of 1965, which will give real 

meaning to the 14th Amendment of our Constitution. 
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L rhe Economic Opportunity Act, which put 

Americans on record as being willing to help 

millions of our fellow citizens lift themselves 

to self-respect. 

L-- Major measures to safeguard the consumer, 

from Highway Safety to Truth-in-Packaging. I 
L. An increase in minimum wage benefits and ~/I,.._, 

additions to Social Security coverage. , ~ 1 

But most important to you r union was the creation 

of the Department of Transportation. 

This is something in which you can take a great deal 

of pride. 

As the President said when he signed the legislation 

creating this new department: "Transportation is this nation's 

biggest industry. It accounts for 1 dollar out of eve ry 5 dollars 

in the American economy, and employs more than 2-112 

million people. To insu re that this great industry se rves the 
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economy, we will look to the Secreta ry of Transportation." 

This new department will be working with you to 

develop a balanced transportation system for the United 

States. 

It has been commonplace to say that the wo rld is 

experiencing a scientific and technological revolution. 

But you know it. Because you are in the midst of 

this revolution. 

I was proud to read the statement of Les Dennis 

in his speech to this convention, that the over-riding 

aspiration of this Brotherhood was to be a modern union 

that could set the pace for the future. 

L I was equally interested in his remarks on the computer.:: 

He rightly said to you that computers would be doing 

some of the work in the future that you are doing today, but 

that those computers would be manned by members of the 

Brotherhood of Railway Clerks . .-
' a <Ill>'~ 
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"1 know that your membership has been concerned 

about automation. 

J.. Working together, our job is to keep the economy 

expanding enough so that we can meet this change without 

undue hardship to the individual. 

Finally, I think we would take a look at where we are. 

To those who predicted the end of employment in 

the rai I road i nd ust ry, I say that there are today 737 thousand ( _. 

rail road employees. 

L The rail road industry is one of the nation's 

largest employers. 

L.,r o thos: who pain ted a dis mal picture for rail road 

freight, I point out that rail roads have reduced the cost of 

freight handling by 15 per cent since 1958, and that in 1965 

railroads handled 705 million ton-miles of freight-- which 

compares with 650 ton -miles in 1956. 
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A few years ago, many were predicting the end of 

passenger transportation by rail. 

Now, sophisticated planners point out that the most 

feasible method of transportation within megalopolis, from 

central city to central city, will in the future be rail transportation. 

In late 1965 President Johnson signed legislation calling 

( for a 90 million dollar, three-year study of high-speed rail 

transportation within the so-called Northeast Corridor. 

know that you are very familiar with this. 

LJhe first demonstration run, between Washington and 

New York, will come soon. 

I think that, if we see things in their proper perspective, 

we see a future for the railroad industry filled not only with 

change -- but also with opportunity. 

I know you , and I know the men who lead you. And I 

am confident that you will seize that opportunity. 

# # # 
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I thought you might like to have a copy 

of the transcript of your address to the convention 

of the Brotherhood of Railway Clerks, AFL-CIO, on 

Monday, May 8, 1967, and on behalf of the BRC, I am 

pleased to send it to you. 
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••• The Deleaatee arose and there was 

applause and cheers as V1oe President Hubert H. Humphrey 

was escorted onto the etaae • • • 

ORAND PRES IDE NT C. L. DENNIS: S 18 ters, 

Brothers, Deleaates, vlsltore and trlende, lt is about 

ttle areatest honor ot llf 11re to lntroduc.e to this 

&reat Convention the Vice President ot the United 

States, whom we all love dearly--Hubert Humphre,. 

(Prolonced applause) 

VIC! PRESIDENT RUBERT H. HUMPHREY: Thank 

you. Thank 7ou very much. 

• • • the Delesatee• attention was drawn to 

the Oft1otal Photocrapher at the rear or the Auditorium, 

who then took t~e Convention Photoaraph ••• 

VICE PRESIDENT ltUMPliREY z President Dennis 

and Prea14ent~Eaer1tus Harrison--old friend George--

and Oeorae Gibbons, Grand secreta rr-Treaeurer J the 

many V1ce Prealdenta, or whom I will have soaeth1n& 

to say 1n~et a momentJ and members or the BoardJ and 

Deleaates here to the areat Convention-•! believe 

1t 11 your 23rd, am I correot?-~or the Brotherhood 

or Railway and Steamship Clerks, Fre1&ht Handlers, 



Exprese and Station Employees; and anyone else we 

can oraan1ze (lauanter and applause). 
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You know, when I heard that voice cominc 

from the back or the hall a while ace, I aatd, "Well, 

tt•a Just 11ke 1t has been at these recent meettnsa 

I have been attend1n&. Somebody intended to &ive the 

epeeoh instead or me." (Lausnter) Then, when I oame 

ln here and saw three podiuaa from whtoh to apeak, I 

said, "W•ll, th1s is the first convention in which I 

have ever been able to sln& 1n a trio." (Laushter) 

I thouaht posalbly we were sotna to have Georse Har­

rison over here and President Dennls over here and 

the Vice President in the middle, aa usual. (Laush­

ter) 

But I see they are cotns to let me have it 

all alone tor a little while. And I do want to thank 

you. 

First may I say bow pleased all or us are, 

ot course, to have you 1n this &reat C1t7 of Minneap­

olis. I know the Ma1or ot Minneapolis already haa 

&iven you a warm welcome. It you have not heard from 

the dlstinautehed Mayor or St. Paul, Ma7or Byrne, you 
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will. Mayor Nattalln or Mtnneapolts and Maror Brrne 

ot st. Paul are 'both very, very good marora, both ot 

them the leaders or creat oitlea, and both or them 

Democrats. I just thoucht I would toss that in. 

(Lauchter and applause) 

Th1e le etrtctly a non-partisan aathertnc. 

That te the war I thoucht I would start. (Lauchter) 

I noticed the Brotherhood ot Ra11W87 Clerke 

has a very, v~ry impressive roster of ott1cera. I 

really reel eorrJ tor President Dennis, aooordin& to 

what President Johnson tells me about Vice Presidents. 

Me only baa one, and look at the trouble he ta ln. 

(Lauahter) President Dennie ~as nine. Or there le 

another way ot puttinc 1t: I am overworked~ (Lauah­

ter) It tt takes nlne vice presidents for this areat 

Labor oraantzation, I think you ~ill aaree that just 

to be one V1ee President or the Un1te4 States aeane 

that you are really sort or a member ot a "compan1 

un1on"J JOU a:re beina overworked all the ttrae. (Lauch* 

ter) 

Trulr, I am hlshly honored to be at rour 

Convention. Thle is not my first experience w1th 7ou, 
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and it is a very atn&ular pleasure ror me to come 

back and to areet you in my ho•e otty, to say a tew 

worde to you about our countrJ, to talk with you just 

a little b1 t about our coauaon concerns, and to share 

wtth rou a few minutes or f:riendsh1P and fellowship. 

Ptret I want to take this opportun1t7 to ex­

press a very sincere thanks to your Oftioere, to rour 

Board members, to the membership of this arowtna and 

splendid orcen1zat i on tor your support, not only in 

recent years, but t,..rouahout all or the 7eare or my 

publtc 11fe. I am ever arateful. 

I oan remember t~e days when 70ur President 

Emeritus would oome here and apeak for me and help 

me, always apeak1n& up and work1n& tor aocial and 

economic and proaresa1ve democracy. I considered it 
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a hi&h honor to enjop the trlendehtp ot and to be 

pr1Vile&ed to ehare in the trlendehlp ot your d.1st1n&­

u1she4 President, Grand President Dennie. He ts a 

aood man. He represents the beet in American Labor, 

.and I ealu.te you for him. (Applause) 

! want to express. too. our thanks to the 

Cha irun ot this Convention, Cha iraan Heidenreich 1 
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for hta arranaeaente an4 tor all the effort tbat ~·• 

aone 1nto aakln& this convention what it will be. You 

have a btc prosram a~ead of you. 

My coodneea, I am &lad I cot on while you 

are still fresh. (Lauahter) But you wtll enJoy it 

here. I am aure the weather will 1aprove every day. 

(Lauahter) We will trr to keep t~e Minnesota Twine 

around oecaetonally. They have been doln& all rtcht 

until they •ere derailed yesterday. (Lauc~ter) I 

don't know whether it had anythtna to do wlth your 

oom1na to town or not. (Laushter) 

It te a cood ball club, and I am an enthuat-

aetic supporter. 

I t htnk I should let 7ou know, tt,ouatt, that 

~hen I first became Vice President, I waa eo enthual-

aetlc about the local ball team that I kept talkln& 

about tt wherever I went. Then, when the Twtna were 

the ohampe tn the American Leatue, I supported them, 

ot cou•ae, ln the World's Series. I received a let-

ter trom a lady ln Loa Anaelee--and you may l'ecall 

the Los A nselee Dodr;ere were the oppoa 1 tion in that 
/ 

series--and the v1ctora--and I reoe1ved a letter that 
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read like th 1e: 

"Mr. Vice President: I aa a Democrat, and 

I voted tor you and President Johnson. But l did 

not vote for you to be Vice President ot Mi nnesota. 

I voted for you to be Vtoe Prea t dent ot the United 

s ta tee. I am tor the Dodaera, and why <lon • t you 

shut up'" (Lau&hter and applause) 

So I -,ave to be exceedinaly o.aretul now 

about my paroch1al1•m or interest. I have to rem1n4 

ay fellow Minnesotans when I am back here that 1t I 

aaJ a aood word about calttornta, New York or Texas, 

or Maine or Florida, don't think that I am any lesa 

ta1th.tul to Minnesota. It 1a just that I have wider 

respona1b1llt1es, and I ouaht to tend to them, which 

I try to do. 

Now, this morntna I want to talk to 10u about 

not your Union as such, because rou know how to run 

your Union. I do not think you need to ha~• people 

come to ,-ou trom the outa1de and tell 7ou how to ore .. 

an1ze, to tell you ho'lf to tend to your bus1neaa. You 

have done very well with tt. You represent h1&h qual~ 

1tr e1t1t:enehtp. You represent expert.enced, lona-

18 
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experienced, trade unionism, and you represent a 

bulwark of strencth in this country. We are erate­

tul to you for your responsibility and your sense or 

civic service. You represent a great industry, a 

tremendous industry, the transportation industry. 

It is a growing industry • 

19 
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X tb1Ak on~ out or ever11 tlve 4ollax-a of GU 

eeo.nom7 relet•• t.o t~~Mposat;at1o»~ ~nd you repreaeat tll 

truhustl'J, lt I nave bettn propes-lr · ird''onect blf ;you• 

Pl*•et.aent, truu;, :Lt £ll g:rowina 1natt~tr.'l tn tem• ot 1ute 

nan<llln& ot r.etant .;o-.. tonnese of rr-elsbt. Yo• reprea·$ftl 

an 1nduatrr that l• ~Ql't ot '"'' l~~••t eJtploJ*~'' 111 

t~t railroad 1n4uat~, . fnere arc to4~7 almost eeven 

n~adred and ttttv tho en« -- l think ee~en nuad~e4 

tn1:rtr-aeven tnoJA nn4 - - np1oJ .~ in tne ra11f!oad 

To tno•e w:no ttave eny <lti _:mel. p1c\urea \o 

pain\ an4 teel tl'lat tn \fO!!''l4 1a not What it o~bt t.o 

be And look w1tn a d,egJ-ee ot Pltsem11m upon tne t\l•u~o, 

I tn1nk ·•• oqht to pG1Jl1i QUt sb(tut 'be ra1lf'O&d 1Ddtllt.l!'1, 

or wnton you ere IUl s.ntea••l pePt.r the~ th• :re11roatta 

neve re4uced 1Hu• colt or tJte1&11.t -, t,ndlS.ns br rtt1u!tcm 

peJ' eebt einoe 1956.,, $nd tnat 1D 1.96' PttllJtoada 

nen4led aeven nundred and tive 

wnich co pa~te4 with six nundre<l 

ta 1956. 

Seven nund~ed an4 t1ve 11111on ton m11ea of 

t"'# ignt 1n 1965 cr.»n.p$~ d to six tlandtted titty 'i(ll11on 
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Ut ton mtlea 1n 1956. l£n1B doe.an • t ~~pre•ent retardation. 

It doesn •t ~ttpre•ent r .egreeaion. lt repreeenta proat>ft.es., 

And a taw year• •so ev•ryt~o4r •~a pred.toutna tnat tne 

paaeenser aelltv1oe on ra11roe4a \ft)·uld t• all over. Wells 

now wnat do you think 11 nappeatns? 

AI we ~~ttu.~r tr1e prot»leltl~ ct communs.oatioa 1A the 

••t~topol1te·a ar•as, :a.s we atu4:v ttle p1'ob1e•• ot oo1Qns.n1tnt ... 

tton on the Bae,ern seeboa1'4, to1! ~n•ple,; comautnl<Jatioa 

ai\d tranaportatlo.n, lt 11 now pr~tt;, well asre•d taet 

tne tut\lre ot meee moveent in \~ansportatton 1a rail 

tr.-nepo•t• tl<uot. 

In 11\'tU'l 1965, the Preti.<hJnt or tne vatted 

State• aisn•d le,s1alet1ozt eal11ng for a ntaety m11l1oa 

dollar eltpe~1ael\t ""'"" a tnree-Jeft~ otudJ ot n1sn.-epeed 

rall t•aneport•tton .in tbe so-call" Nortneoet: COH1dOf' 

trom Boatoa to Vaen1r~ten, Boaton··H•w Yo•k to waaru.qtott, 

Boa ton to frovlclenoe. I know you r' ~' ve~y tamtlta.r 

w1ta th11. !'ne tt.rtt <temonetttatt<::. n l'un ••t•••• Wa&ttlqtotl 

and New York •111 ocme eoon. I belie~• tt will -e a 

suoceaa. In tact~ Q.uite tz.enkly, 1 t nas to be e •u.cc tuU 

You. kMW~ any natton tb&t plaae on putt1fijg t'l 

man on \ne •ooa and brtnstns hl• beek ousht to b• able 
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a week ...... <or. 1 t you. tninkt (Lau.antel' ttnd eppltuta•) 

so we nave our eJutllengee betore ua end •• 

nave ou pJtobleatl, bllt 1 tntu we n.ave ~n.e people tnat 

know vnat to do allotlt it. 

l nev• bea~ yo\lP Preaid~Jat ep.eak about ~e 

••• tetnlloloetoel an,~ sc1•a~t.rtc ~<I YIUtces taat el."e 

taklq place 1n ~xtan~;?ortetto·n. l aow of nit coaeei'a 

JMl rour oonoen about aato111atton~ I knov ot nle eon ... 

cern and )'&Ul' c·onoe~ about tne ~omput•n•• tnat caaxe some at 

toe dec1e1one tna• ~ontrol some of the aovemeat ot aen 

e•d mstertala on raSl~ . But I alao know that P~eai4eat 

D•M14 aatd tnet 1t. ill me•'b•ta of th.ia tAJtlOft that 11-wt 

tn• comp~ters. Aa4 ~ts lona a a y~u. ke•p 1 t tn.at ••r~ 

JOfl can look u:pon tb.e compu'tiel't ~e & trlen4 end ut 

t18 an ena,. 

As e matter or taet, a ~~owing eeonoa1 ~- en4 

that 1• wt\•t we tntV$ 8nd that is Wh&' we are ao1q to 

nave -- 11 sotns to ~equlre mor• mannoure, and tt 1a 

sotag to ~'•41il1t-e •o•,• peopl•, no r.u~ tteJI' now auaoh we 

meenanlze. He•4ltl8 t o eeJ,~~ we Will JAeon•a1ae. lt iJ 



4R 1aev1ta'ble, enct t.n thf!t loq "'"'' it ta 4ea1ra111•. Bu'b 

tu pufJpo•• ot f~ Utomat1oa aad meon.~ niatttion ta not to 

«enJ people tn• bener1te or a gobd lite. Tne pul'poee 

s.a to make po•.a!blfl the aoocl 1lt~e .. 

That 1• why wn.en we lo~k dotm tne Ntut tt\9 

rutxt ton tv 7ell'l,; we look to a tittoi'ttr work •••k. 

wn.en we look don t tle ~oad tne nut tttentt to 'w•atJ-

n.v·e yeaJ~e, a:n4 eveu l $'111 tnen tnat, we ma•t look. 1ft 

tems ot collective bgrsai.nins Ut negot1ttt1on end was• 

eu prtce po11cJ; Ut t erm• or a »hO.s'tel' •••k aad a 

n1an.er wage, tne bette;, uee or lei sue tiae; and lt:\tl 

improved etendaN of l1v1q .. 

1 neard 1'0lil Wetaon, the r>rea1dent ot lSM, 

tnternetton~l Buetnesn Maof'l1nea, $!}eak not 1oq aco in 

wa•rt1aston. HI tni'•uU .. c ted br tne ~res:J:t 1980 a lwea\:r-tl ·ve 

1\0Ul' work week would be \'U,al'acto~1nt.1e or tae Ame•lc&n 

wo•Jc atene. 



And then he aaid, "The queation ie, what wil). 

we do with the time that we have av&11&ble?--• And tbatc ie 

wb.J toda7 we pl&n a much richer, an enriched culturallr, 

4ucat1onall)' b:etter 11te tor our people, and that 18 WhJ 

we are so interested 1n the e4uoat1o~ ot our 7ouna. That 

i .e. wb7 we are at> interested 1n the development ot oom­

mun1t7 pros rant•, because trad.e union. members are not Ju.at 

membere ot a sreat union. Tra4e union members are also 

members ot tam1liea, churches, fraternal ordere1 tbeJ are 

members or veterans orsan1zat1ontJ theJ are membera ot a 

boat ot otvs.c o:raanizationa. An4 the purpoae of America 

••• well stated 1n the Declaration ot Independence, and it 

••• a bold purpoae, a revolut1on&rJ purpose, at the tiM 

1t wae uttered, e.nd it still 1a one, and that purpoae 

11 lite .... a lite •tth libe:rt)', whtob lll&kes poea1'ble the 

pursuit ot h&pp1neea. 

Thte 11 the tiret ti~ that an organized society 

ever proclaimed such high ideals. Jot juat survival, but 

llte 1n :t te tutl meaning. Not Just some grants or 

sratuttiee that eot~~e monarch woulc:l a:tve to u.s, but 1n .... 

41V14ual liberty without license) 1A41vidual treedoa with 

reapone1bil1tJ. And the purpose ot it all: the pursuit 



L-2 ot happineaa, the happineae that coMea not eo much With 

thins• •• it ooua with aat1sract1on•• aa it comee with 

understanding that thinge are ae you want them tor your 

loved onee, tor youreelt, and for your countr1. 

Theae are h1ab 1deala and noble obJecttvea, but 

I am here to ea1 that we have done a sood deal to aob t eve 

them, and to obtain them. And I aak th1e audienoe,ror 

the mot~ent that I have with you tod&J, to look to the 

future. 

I know that every one or ~• can be very, very 

peaa1m1atio about all ot the th1nga that we bear or 

contemporary lite it all you want to concentrate on 

are the racial tenaiona, the r1ota, the dietu:rbancea; the 

or1me, the corl'u.pt1on, the war. You oan aoon loee faith 

aa to man•e ab111t7 and oapao1t7 to aovern h1maelt, or &a 

to hie purpose here on earth. But I aak you to litt JOur 

e1ea to a braoder acene and to new horizons. Keep your 

te t on the ground, but gase at the atara, beoauee there 

1a a brighter tuture and there 1a a sreat deal th&t 1• 

going on tod&7 that 1e aimplJ tantaet1c, 1nored1bl)' sood. 

I epo~e to a 7ouns group laet n1sht -- honor 

atudents up at Chisholm, Minnesota. One-third or the total 
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sraduat1na claa• were honor student•• under the hi&beat 

atandarde. One•third or the graduating olasa -· 47 honor 

student a, A et\14enta and B student a • every one or them 

going on to ool.lege. Rver)' one ot tl\eua was the a on or a 

4&~shter ot a working man or a shopkeeper; not the eon or 

daushter ot a p~1Y1legecl or unusuallJ rich fam117 1n the 

entire sroup. A.nd what a sreat oppos-tun1t7 the)' n•ve ahead 

ot them, and yet what stteat challensea. But what tre ... 

mendoua rea ouroea tbe7 re pre•ent in terme ot human 

ability and ene~17 and capacity. And I reel that that 

1 ouns 1eneratt.on that 1e now tak1ns ott, eo to apeak, 

leav1n1 tbeiP h1Ch aohools thia 7ear, and leavins colleae, 

the h1&h eohool sracluate and the colleae sraduate ~t 

tb1a 7ear, wb1le he raoee a very uncertain future, he 1a 

better equipped to manage that t\lt\ire than any otltler 'before 

h1•, and there ie literally opportunit7 unlimited ~­

unlimited oppo~tun1t1ee. 

He 11vee 1n the apace age. He lives in the aae 

ot nuclear technolosy. He 11vee in the ase ot tant&at1c 

ee1entit1c and technological development. He l1vea in a 

time when lite will be extended. He 11vee at a time when 

more children Will be educated than ever bet ore. And he 
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lives at a time when men have oHated the instrument& ot 

total deetruotion. And yet, those IUUte men that create 

those 1mplentents ot total deatruot1oA 1 1t they are properly 

motivated, 1t they have hiSh enoush ethical standar4e .. it 

the7 are autt1o1entlJ moral, can ollanse that same powet­

tor deatruet1ot\ into power tor construction, power tor 

seod, power to tame and conquer d1eeaae; power, it 

rou pleaae, to ohanse even and control the weather; P•er 

to move men and material to new heiahta or ach1evetlent 

and aooompliahment. 

It is b.ere, and I made up m7 mind a lona time 

aso that I waa not a natural born peeaimiat. There Are 

some people wbo are never so happy ae when they are un­

happy, amt theJ are never .so unhappJ aa when they are 

happy. I am not one ot thoae. I leave peae 1m1am to other 

people who eeem to enJoy that more than I do. I •• 

eaaent1&117 and baaica.lly an opt1rn1at. Yea, I hope a 

.realiat1o, cautious optim1at, but I have seen enoush i n 

m1 11tet1rne to know that you oan make prosresa. X n•v• seen 

enoush in my lifetime to know that rou can have a better 

lite, deepite all or the terrible things tbat hap"n.• 

despite ware an4 deapite depreaaiona and natural oalam1~iea. 
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l ~!lave ltvect to eee ttl.\t Amertca th~~t 11 more pl'o•p•nu 

than ever btro..-e, 1 nave lived to oee a worl4 t.nat; 

naa reoovet'414 tJ?om a. t_.eslc 'WO:tld ~far 11. I neve llv-t« 

t.o ••• e wor14 to4aJ W't~ ·•r• the o.au$e ot fl't•4oa le not 

in ••treat~ but wbe~e total1,ar1~niaa aDd 41c,ato•sn1p 

1a tn ~tetl"eat, and. t Itnow unet muon. or tl\la 11 4u ~o 

tne ax-eat aent•v•ent:$ ttt tn• A•~~:t.ean people. Ama till 

tnt V1ctf.t Pl'el14tat o:t~ tnlt oounw,-·_. tbe eeooDd•ll1&tl;eJ~ 

otf1ee w1 tn1n tne s1tt. ot tJne Atne»:tea:n p•opl•, I tetl. 

pl'-a;yertully arat.etul ~n4 l\\Uib1:v prou.4 ·- prerel'·tu11y 

;J-atetul ror tn• bleasinat that at~e ova .. ami rtWI'bl.r 

proutS ot tne aocoap1i.fbialeate tnu~ tt:rt ou••• beoa-..ee 

aev.eP in tne h.1t•or~.. o.f all th.e ~f3r.14 l'1&Ye eo ~•• doae 

ao llntcn to 11'lt1u.enoe ~o many to•· ~aG\11 am econOJtd.e 

pf!'oareaa erus hseio good •• tne A.ln~l.'lcen P'*•Ple neve 

lteen able to do in t.ne 20tn Century . 1 think 'bia t:la a 

r-amttr,kable tniq! ( Al~plaut•) 

Roll ltt ttt~ j Uit remt.nd ¥011 to~ a raoment ol 

aae or tne ctlatl'ent tr~lnse. I ~ in sov•JJ••at; aa(l 

:t apeak prlaaa-13.1 ot the work ot s;ovel'M•nt, I ea nou 

w.ewal'e ot the teet tt·u1 ' Aa•r1ca. is. JtOH 1Uaan so••ttMtrtt, 
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Mo•t ot tne tn1ns t !HHi heppea lll ov llvea are not 

aov•I'Ntent. 'lbey art 1fbet happen at oul' no e aad our 

couunltJ, an<S tntes-e we 11vt. kt sov•Jift•ent naa a role 

to pl.aJ ,. au tne rol.e ot sove~tnt to4ar ta aot to 

40il11'Ulte, blol.t #0 eOGJlfn•ate. Tne ~~18' S.a to b. a pertll.t·r 

8ftd not a boaa. An.tt e'•~7 on• et \18 tn publ1e 11re 

rteeds to reaut~llbel' 'nat . Som.•t1t~t~-a we to~taet it# 

Aftcl t;h•~'• 1$ " new part.nersn.tp todaJ 1a 

Aaestloe vnictl nee bElen veey ~teal. We are bes1md.q 

to arow t.ap. We nave t; partneran.tp of aovel't\llent at all 

l•vela ot soveruaent.. It ua•d to be tne patteN~ ot trte 

day ttuat 1t you we~e a mevor ot .~ city or ttle sovt:rno~ 

ot a Sta,e, tt JO:\l tt~tl a•y troubl~a,J! 1ou blamed ttte 

tederttl aoverMent, an4 11 7ou. were :til tnt t•de%'&1 

soveJ'ftaleftt and you l\t3d tx-oubleaJ Y<>ll 'blamed •tl• Stratt 

aud locel goverruaent.. Well., •hat d&y ta all ovea-. 

P•ople ere tQo aratrt t o lt••~nl t~ tnat demsseauery, 

'becau.e tt\et t.a Juet n eov.erup. lf •• neve probltml 

'octe7, tl\e tsot te we: are ell s•.tlty, l!ftd we all bJVe 

reepone11:r111tiea, atl<l toda7 th.e tH~~~aenhiP 1a lutt;woen 

ted•l'al, e1ntte and lec~l aov•l'mf#~t ., and. we ,,.... cu~:ldna 

eaon one ot tttocut p~ll"tne:rs to set u.pda ted,. ,o, be •ead; 
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to work tosetner,. not t o be a dl"~~ oq the otner. 

ADI tb·t ·n thue wa• e tii'll~ Wl\6h uc:u1 aa4 peQplt' 

ia aove:nata't wno ·~•nt all or theiJt t!me talktns abOut 

lel>oJt boeete an4 labo~ Ct'"ooke~ o'r aomebodr elae w~l<l 

t tilk about economic r:Gyalt•••· I h.op,e ttlQt 4aJ le ovel', 

~oo~ 'because tt we•n~t ta11'. And t .o4a7 tne•• ta a 

'bt-.t;e:r world.na rela~ionentp l•tween sovern11ent;; and l~borJ 

sn4 10aaas••n·t. Mot ttt.e pertect one1 not tne oae that 

<loea.-•t nev• iva 41tt1ct:~lt1••• e~ w-e ·well lmow -· 'buts 

1t 11 better. A~tcl :t ltill tell y~.>J;t why it J.• bette¥". 

Becauae it naa to k , We <uut 1 ' ~ttot'd d1v1a1on ... .... 1$ 

l•••' 4eep de•s.•toa - ··· tn ou.r oount.rr • 

s.o we nave tni .e oew pnl"'tne•artip~ and tt\e ~'•a.,oa 

is ttutt everr •tnsle tll"Obltm that we teoe todar le ao 

bll ~nat 1' •••'*'tl"el the bea' of us . Row can •• l*ebttl ld 

otn' a1t1ea, 'Where ove~1- etsnty pet' eent ot tM Am•s-tc~ft 

p•ople will 11ve b,- ttte yeat:" 197$? How oell we do it 

ualeaa we work ·t;o,getn~rt A1\d Jtt ow:- oitlea t04ey ••• 

etolt 1a auu:.., att~uu~:. 'lheu need ct.u:• [:i, t 1.ve trttatmen'. Many 

•t cut.em •••4 'o be ~~o4ele4. :redeo,.ant4. But we oa• 

4t~ it. 
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rurt1oa tnat oaa attord to put a :man on tae moon -~ ant 

we 11111 aftd we csn ... .... tnat tnat e.~nte oottRtry elld that 

tUJDl _ nat!.on oen arrol"'d. ta help put a man on ns..e tett 

a-i,Ct\t ruu.•e oa eaPtll. (Applauae) We can <to it. (Appl ll!Uae}: 

Bteawse - ... make no 1a1at~dtt or 1t ... ~ ve111 teu 

ot you are s:o1na to the •oon. t.t't:a~JH •• eoae peopl• wh• 

ere ausseat1na tnat I enould makf.! t he trip. (Lau.e!\te~) 

1 tu .. v• aem:e eand14at~u or my own t"or tnat. (Laqbte:r) 

oet ot •• are sotJ\8 t o 11ve r1gt1t nel'e, en4 taereto~o 

w aad bettett' llake tn4 moat out o,t: wnat we n.ave n.er _ • 



11 I baYe quite a time .told.ns with our Prealdent 

about tble. I a111 Cha1Naft ot the Space Cotmc11 1& 

Waehlnston, band11na all ot tbeee act1v1~1ea ot outer 

apace .... at lea•• ooorcU.aat1ft& tbea betwe•n the o1v1llan 

and the •111tan. 'the ConsJ-eaa save •• that respona1· 

b111tJ, to be Cbalftlan ot th• aot1vtt1ea itt lpaoe. I alll 

alao Ohatran ot what •• call tbe Oounc11 on Marine 

Reaouroe •, tba t 11 ooea.aoarapb7 t 4eal1t~& w1 tb the ooe.ana, 

the t1ab lite, the t1dee 1 the ourJ~entta, the •1nerala, 

the ••• , the o11, •••17th1na that so•• into the ..... , 

and the aovem•ent aad private 1D<haatn worktna tosether 

to 4eve1op tboae reaouroea. 

I told the Pt*ea14ent on• daJ• 1 eaid, uMr. 

Prea1dent, JOll kl'low, I looked at the up and 1 t:S.nd that 

71 pe1"oen' ot the ea:r'h'a eurtace, 'l\e aurtaee ot the 

&lobe, 1a wate~t 29 peroetlt 1e land; an<i ot the 29 percent 

JOU have a.'bout 4 pe.-eent ot it that la ul'ld•l' Jour Jur1s­

d1o,1on.n 

I aald • "Mr, P rel1dent, 414 JOlA eve? real lee 

who 11 do1ns the moat work?" (Laqbter) 0 Here I am 

wtib 17 percent (lauahter) of the wa,ere ot the ear,h, 

and JOU w1tb .tuat a'bout 4 or 5 peNen' ot the 29 peroel'tt 



ot the la.,d aurtaoe ot the earth. .. And I aa1d, "What 1a 

more, Mz-. President, •1 tiah cauae me leaa trouble 'han 

70ur people." (Lauahter and applauae) 

Soaebody ea1d to •• not lone aao. iheJ aa1d; 

"well, theJ •uat not think •uoh ot ~ou down 1n Waahins­

ton, Mr. Vice Prealdent. '' 

1 aa1d, ''Why is that t•1 

They la1d. "Everr tiae tbe Congress CiVet JOU 

•o .. thtns to do, ttrat ot all 1t •a• the apace aaenoJ, 

aeoondlf it waa oceanoaraphJ. Wbentver Cons,-••• stvee 

7ou aoraethlna to do, theY abo• what theJ th1bk or 1ou. 

They c1ve 70u a job out or tb1a wo~ld, or ln the 'otto• 

ot the ocean." (Lauehter) 

But I will tell JOU what th••• two 3oba bave done 

tor ••• They have atven me ao•e aena• ot perspective 

aa to what there is to do, and aoae aena• ot understand­

ina ot the aaeanina ot aoienoe and technoloQ, and 1te 

1apact upon humankind. 

so. to revert •o •1 th•••• tbe •onde~tul thinaa 

that lie ahead, the tblnsa that •• can do; and the 

thtnsa that we o\18)lt to be do1n&• and the neoeea1t7 ot 

all ot ua 'PJ1nc to pull ouJ' aban ot the load. and thie 
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1J WhJ the ettort la betns made ln this oovntr,r, and •• 

•uat make lt around the world, to harfteaa the human, 

and phJa1oal and aate•1al reaouroea tor bu1141na pur· 

poaea, nation bu11d1ns, and to tr.r to a•t people to 

uncleratand that it we are so1ns 'o rebuild oQr o1t1ea, 

it we are coin& 'o make ettorta towards world peace, it 

we are so1n& to be able to keep our water •1••••• olean, 

it we are go1na to meet the proble•• ot oo .. unioatlon 

and transportation, it is ao1na •o take a tre•endoua 

ettort. 

aovernaent cannot do it alone. You cannot 

do 1t alone. Manac••ent canno' do it alone. Private 

1ndustrr cannot do it alone. we have to do it toaether, 

and •• haYe to do it in ~reedo•, because the choices 

are aettins to be prett7 clear. Either it will be done 

aa the oo .. un1ata trr to do 1t with a totalitarian state 

erate• 1n which 70\l have no r1pta, an4 in wh1ch everJ­

th1na, huaan beinaa and ~~aterial 'h1nsa. are ••nased 

and direc,ed _, the State and that does work --

not well. but 1t is belns done7-or 1t wlll b• done by a 

~~·••• ot treedo• in which each ot ua pre•ervea our own 

14ent1ty, in •h1oh eaoh ot ue baa our own area or 
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treedom, -ut •• also have our a~ea ot reapona1b111tJ, in 

whlob •• preael've out' 1deJJt1t7 1n cooperation,. in which 

•• preaervt our treedo• 1D l"eaporas111111tf• And ••· have 

to make our obo1oe one Wa7 or e.notber. becau1e the 

4aJ 1n tth1cb eve17bodJ oara ao at hie own, without 

reaan to tl\e othe~ tel1011ft 'he daJ in wh1ob a peraon 1n 

p~bl1e lite thlftka theee problema oaft -· handled )f 

aovemMent alone. OJi a maa ln pt-1va'• 11te that th1rtkl 

tbe aovermoep' haa no t'ole to plav, an4 tt oqht to be 

handled pr1vatel¥ all alone, that 4al te all ~v•r• aad 

those are the da71 tor de•acocuee, not the day tor 

p•ople 1fho an s-eal1at1c ancl who love 11he1tt oountn, 

an4 have &oltethins that· tbeJ want to do tor tbe1r 

tello• ma&. 

Well, we have been buer •••r:r•here. People 

are workins hard •heae ·da7a, and people a.-e ooneeraed. 

Tbla 1a tl'le period ot rap1cl obanae. Ther• haa 

been IIOl'e ebanae that hae laken plaoe 1fl th• last 

'••n'r•t1ve r••~•• or the laat tittr 7eara, let ~• put 1t 

that waJ, than 1bt Jl'tce41aa tlve tbouaa~aa. No doubt 

atout 1t. 



1ft the latt tttt7 Jeare 'han the preeed1aa tlve tbotleand. 

Then are aore ~•c1enttete 11vina to<1a7 'ban 1ft all ot 

PNY1oua l"eoon•4 histon. More ctootora 11v1n1 'Q4a;r 

thaD 1n •be preoecl1ns 300 J•ara. More teaobera at wol'k 

•odaJ than the prece·d1na 100 7eare all adct•ct to1etke'P, 

so •• ••• ohaha1ns, a1t4 chanaina raptdll• l 

catt re•e•ber onlJ a t'ew reara aso ttben •• uae4 to tallt 

al:Jout the po•a1'b111tJ ot a $100 billion eoonom'f, Last 

rear tt wat $150 b1111ona. The Vn1te4 stat•a ot Aaerioa, 

w1'h •1• peroet)t ot tile •orld'• popula.tion. pn4v.oe4 o••• 

tol'tJ peroeftt ot all the wealth of the world last year. 

our oolU'J\17 1 tbe t1b1ted State• ot AMl'iea bad ..... 

••11, let•e put lt thla war ..... all ot EuJtOpe put tocetber 

laat )'ear, all ot EUJ'OP•• exolue1ve ot the Soviet Untoft, 

all ot W•etern lul'Ope p.Hduoed about two ·thirds .aa auob. 

ae th• United s'ate• 41da $.4T5 ... bill1on. ••• $750-billlen. 

Utabellevablt eoonouc sro•"'- taov••rJta ot people. tre­

••rulou aootal ehaasee, racial ohancee. 

Who wo\lld ever bave believed tltteen rea.-a 

ago, ten J'e8.r& 810, tha' Wt WOlald haVe bad the lt&l•la• 

tlon we have on the atatute booke toda7 relattnc to 

Civil R1shtet Who woul4 e.ver have believed 'h*' we would 



bave b••n cto1ns what we a.J~e do1r;a 1n eduoat1ota? 

I s.ntr-oduc"d the tlrat 'bill 1n 1949, 1n the 

Concreaa ot the United Sta1iea tor Medioare. M&¥ 17.-

1949. And GJ' ~1.11 waa en't tled 11 Hoe1)1 tal and Nuralns 

Hou Oare under ten11 of Soolal seo\lri '' tor Pefie.oaut 

ased eS and over." (Appla\lae) And tbe7 almoat ran •• 

ou• ot conar•••• 
I aa14. and I meant it• the¥ a111oat ran M 

ou' ot Concl"•••· I eent a letter home to a.oae &f llJ' 

oone•t.tuenta that aontb; in 1949, and I aaid, nwhai do 

7ou think or thta blllt" And th•J told ••· I have 

never claret let _,. w1te na4 the letters. (La\l&bter) 

1 have never r9ee1ved •uoh a lao1ns down 1n •r lite. 
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Meverth•leae. we kep' at it, and we have sa1ne4 

a Yio~o rr. TrtUteta4oua chana•. The 89th Concr•ea • I 

think, waa one et the areat l>reak-t:hroqb Oonsreaaea 

ot ell 11•••· And I Juat liated do•n a few tblnae 'hat 

happened ln that 89th ConcJ-eaa, ,and I 4on • t wan' :.vou to 

'llink that we as-. content w1tb that. l!Jeoauae I learne4 

ao .. th1ns in public life. People are not intoreat•d 1n 

what JO\l did, aa 111\lth afl th•7 are ia,t•nated in ttbat 

7'0U are aolraa to do. It loea not do a sreat 4ee:l ot aood 



~uat to talk about tthere JOU bave been. People wan' to 

know where JOU are go1ns to co. soae people haYe aoa 

sood •usc••ttone too. (Lauabt•~) 

But at leaa,, to set tome idea ot what 70u are 

soina to do tor to110rrow. anct wheN JOu oq\' to ao, Jou 

oqbt 1io know what 7011 have 4one, aAd where JOU have 'been. 

That S.o the pu·rpo•• ot b1ato'l')'. It d~oea . .,., meaD that 

it .auldee 7ou. It uana •hat tt ctve• rou a eenae ot 

o1J'eot1oft. 

Well. what did we do 1n these 1aa~ tew rearst 

We have done &l"eat tb1nsa in the field or edu­

oatlou. We have pPOv14ed ••dtoal an4 hoapital oa~e tor 

senior olt1£ena. And we have a b1111oo dollars wo~th ot 

reaea.roh undel"'Wa7 rtcta• aow tn auoh dS.a••••• aa heart, 

au oanoer e.ad etroke. And I wan' to ake a pNdietlon 

be" #hat be'toJte tbe rear 2000 arzt1vea ..... 1D tact. in 

'tl\e next tt.tteen 1•••• -- heart dlaeaae, oanc•• aad 

et»oke w111 ba:re ~~~· •••• oa,•aon on tb• ctt•eaae cba•t• 

ae polio and so .. othe:re that •• have eoaqu•red. We aN 

cloae how to uklna tura4a ental break,hro'Uflha, and what a 

'Dleeaioc that wlll be, becauae when I look over tbia 

audience, l know that the eta,tatica tel.l a that one 
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out ot ever, three will have eo .. to~ ot cancer, and I 

alao kDow that the •'•'llt1ce tell •• that one out ot 

t1te •111 die ot 1t. That 1e the averase audience. 

And I want to tell 70u that I can think ot nothina 

that •ou.lcl be more 1apol'tant to the health and tbe happ1• •• 

and the pureu1t ot happ1rteea to the A•er1can .ta•117 than 

1t •••r, woaan ln th1a au41enoe would know that her lite 

would never be attllcted bJ cancer. And 1t every •other 

and tather would know that tt would never atrlke their 

ta•S.lJ'. It baa etruok •1ne. I know <>t •hat l ape.ak. 

And what a da7 that wlll be. 

And then think ot heart d1aeaae and atrok•• 

and •• are learntns eo muoh, and we are pour1na 1n 

reaouroea •o do ao .. th1ns about it. And •• are aak1n& 

~rosreea towarda a cleaner and a aore beautiful Aaer1oa. 

Here •• are 1n the atate ot t•n tbouaand lakea. I 

think 1t would be sood 1t you would aak eo•et1 .. aoae or 

tb• publto ott1o1ala ot th1e atate how a&DJ ot rour 

lakea are ol•an,. o• have the people det11ed thea? Bow 

a&nJ rivera are unpolluted? Can rour children so to 

awia aatel7 1n the•? 

The problea ot water auppl7. We are bectnn1n• 
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to do •o .. tbln& about 1,. w• have Made the bes1nn1naa, 

and ~• .. •be~, the lonaeat Journer 1a •be ttrat step. ~n4 

•• have aa4e that t1ra' etep. Wheh 1 hear people aa7, 

"Well. I don't •htftk JOU., M•. Huaphr•7• and rour Pree1• 

dent, Lyncto~t Johnaon; I 4on•t tblnk JOU 'two have done 

•\lob_. •• and l hear that plent,- -- I aaJ, "well, 1 a11 

aure •• b&veo•t done •~ouah, bu' the b•11nn1n1• are wbat 

oount. tt 

It was the tirat Union that ••• oraantzed, it 

waa the t1ret da7 tbat we paaaed Soo1al seourtt7, tl\e 

t1rat M1ft1•ua was• law wae oftlJ twentr centa an hour. The 

'beatnntnsa. 

once •• set tbe bectru'lt.n&• • we can bu114 on 1 t. 

But lt ia tlle b:reelc-tbrouch. 1t S.a the ata .. t, and I 

have •••n too aaany peopl• 1n 1R7 11te who Dever wanted 

to ~~ake the bea1nn1naa. 'becuuaee tbeJ" weft not aure 

what the endlnce would be like, or I have •••n all ot 

tb••• b18hl7 1nte111atnt people wbo aaJ, ~we have to 

wait tor ~re taota. " And tbeJ d1ed while the7 were 

wa1t1nc. 

SoaebC4J ODCe aa1d, "Wbat•a th• dltter•oce 

1n the abort run and the lofts ~un?" 



l 'btl1eve 1n tbe lo.-a run. but l want to t•ll 

JO\l I alao belteve even aore eapbat1oal1V S.n the 

abort rue. The dltterence ia that in the lotas ru JOU 

are all 4ea4J and 1~ 11 •he abort ruo that we are worklns 

on. It 1a th• atarta- the bea1nn1naa that will help you 

aebieve the lona -ru. 

We are mak1na proareaa, and 1aprov1na our bieh· 

wa1•• and the \)eav.tlt1cat1on ot our count!7&14e 1 and 

recreation tor a populatio~» that tt111 aooa be o•er 

200 million. And WhJ' abollldl'l 1 l we? We are trat1tl•4 to 

have paJ~~k8t and toNata, and wilden•uu' areaa, and lakea 

and oaaapattea. 

Ae an unaalaect popu,la,ion \>eoolllea the 1)atteztn 

ot •be d&7; we need aore ot the out ot doora, and it 

l'equ1rea men 1n public lite to ha•e the oourase, the 

fori1,ude, to rea1at tile sp•otal intereata who 'tUU\t to 

take all the laad arad uae it tor ooMel'Ctal pu.-poa~Js. 

We need to protect tb1a sreat berltaae, because 

JO\lXt aran4ohl14ren 1 fOUl" area t araraclchildren deae·rv• a 

Chance tor a daf in a canoe in a clean lake. Tbe7 

deaerve a chance 'o so to a national parka ther deaerve 

a ohance to balfe wholesome, olean outctoosta. God d1d not 



ln•end that tile atmosphere lie poll•••• b)' lil&ft't utaobil'lea. 

And alst pollution. ata4 ••ter pollut1oa aN 1ndetena1ble, 

nd JO\ll' aove..maent 11 4lo1ras aoaethlft& about it ..... 

be&11'Jn1na. 

We ••• do1q ao•eth1n& about Jt•Y1tal1a1JtC O\lP 

c1t1ea, and •• ~teed 70U1' belp. Moden1s,at1on ot ou:r 

c1,1ea, tbe eetabliabaeat ot a new ctepal''tunt of 

urbanisation and Ul'l>l.ft developMftt.. We an do1na 

toaethtns a 'bout bwaan• relattona. A pea' ft'9'o1u,1oa S.a 

ta.klnc plaoe 1n th1t oollDt~ ll"' h•u.n relatione. It 

it •••• tul'bulent at 11•••• remeabel" that •••1'1 oha•c• 

1a tu.l'buleDt. 

I tlJ a areat deal. an4 1 looked at the up 

thta •orillna .. and l not1oect iba• the wea•h•• between he.-e 

and th• Appalacb.iaaa was c1ee.tt. 1 Stot1oed that tbe Mn 

who was ta1k1n& a'bollt 'he weather and eho1te4 •• tbe 118P 

on tbe televialon this aornina said that there waa a 

tront 1 on the eaatem aeaboard. It ta tbe ba4 •eathe$' that 

•ove4 tlu•cnsah hes-e. I' •••d tow.arcta the E•sil. 

How 1 kllolf .,1\lat aa •ure a.a I aM talktas to JOU 

now that wl'len we paaa throup that trent, tNa one &Jite• 

iato aaother.- that we will hit a period ot turlnalenoe. 



Aft4 we also •orute_., don• t •• r 1r the pllo1 ta capable, 

it 'ht oratt ln wb1oh we tlJ; or in which •• move 1e 

etrons enoll&h to weath•~' that teaa1on, and that atraln,. 

Well, 1Q' 4ear tellow AaeP1oana. •• e.re 

auov1:PC trom on• old aratem into anotbett;. a IJ:ate• ot 

••areaatton into 1ateant1on. 1lle ar• 110v1nc ,,.., .• a 

a7ete• where •• bad t•o k1n4a ot oit1cenah1p. a oittzene~p 

tor 'he "h1tee 1 and anotherld.Dd tor the blacka, and we 

aPe aov1ns out ot that into one o1tlaensb1p tor one 

people, oae raa•ton uder God. S.ndivlatble• •l'b 11\\er-'J 

an4 Juat1oe tor all. (Applause) 

An4 l know that when we aove Into tkat 111tem, 

whetl •• 110ve throup tbeae two eoo1a1 toroee, we are 

ao1~ta •o have aoae 1nart.ulenoe, aad al1 •• ha•e to bope 

an4 Pl'l\7 1a tha' •• be.ve butlt a aooS.etr atwoes enoup 

to take 1t. And we haVf ~o hope that •• have people wbo 

are ~~anaain& "h1aae, •he are 41rect1tas thlnca, like a 

pilot who know• h1a ll\ualaeaa~ and baa tort1,ude and oour­

ase and tra1t»1na, an4 can br1na ua tlu•ouah. 

And Juet aa aurelJ aa I at•uul betor• 1ou, 1t 

we have thoae '"o thtnca, and ta1tb in ourselves. •• are 



aos.ns to ooae O\lt in olear aklea. And :rou know what 1t 

1e like atter a ••ora paaeea throuch. The air 1a better 

than ever. You have been there, rou have •••n 1t. Atte~ 

thoae atoNI pall throuab, it 11 Juat Ot7atal clear..- and 

th• air that JOU breathe 11terall7 Just la pertu.ed with 

cleanlineaa and wholeeo••n•••· 

Tba' ts esactlJ wha' 1e happen1ns in A .. rs.oa 

1t •• can laat it out. The snateat e1nale eoo1al 

expers. .. nt that anJ nation haa ever tried. to have one 

c1t1senah1p tor one people. To have a nation that is 

not d1Y1ded, but a nation that ie united. 
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lldddd.ddd 

It was Llncoln who told us, "we are teetinc 

to see w~ether this nation or any other nation that 

has a covernment or the people, by t~e people and for 

the people can lona endure." He told us tnat over a 

hundred yeare aao. tnd he e41d to us that we ere be· 

in& tested as to whether we will meanly lose or nobly 

save the last best hope on earth. 

He was richt then, and that was a hundred 

7eare aao. He 1s still ri&bt today. That is what 

makes Lincoln &reat .. Me was illlmortal. He was a aan 

for all eeasone and all ttme. He understood tbe ver­

ities ot life. 

So we are bu1ld1na and buildins. We even 

have built a new Department or Transportation, which 

your areat Union supported. It was lone overdue. We 

are uk1nc prqcress. 

What "laa this meant? I am not sotnc to keep 

you any loncer, except to be speo1f1o. Oenerallttes 

are not enouch for prasmat1c ardeene1ble people, even 

thouch we need to have ideals and aoals. People say, 

ffWell, tor instance, what ~ave you done?" Manr people 

think what we are enaa&ed 1n today ie a war on povertr, 
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and I aueea that te a &ood war to describe lt. The 

Preeldent has said that what we are tr71n& to do la 

build a Great Society. Franklin Roosevelt said it was 

a Ne• Deal .. Woodrow Wllaon called lt a New Freedom. 

Theodore Roosevelt called it a Square Deal. HarrJ s. 
Truman called it a Jl'&ir Deal. Jobn Kennedy spoke or 

it as the New Horizons, thla Brave New World that be 

apoke ot. Lyndon Johnson speaks ot lt as the Great 

Soc1et.;y. 

l would like to call 1t, 1.n my own worcte, 

An Adventure 1n Opportun1 ty. 

I W1ll tell JOU WhJ. 

What everybody really wants 1a a chance to 

be hlmselt. What everJbody wants is a chance to 11ve 

and to work. As that poet and authol' ot the 1930's, 

Thomas Wolfe, put it. he wants a chance to make some­

thin& ot himself. Everv man seeks to combine toaether 

t~oee qualities that wtll permit him to make the most 

ot his lite. Th1s is the proaiee of Aaerioa. 

We are 1n a sreat adventure. We are do1na 

something with it. No other people on the tace or 

the earth are do1n& ae much. 



This Adventu~e 1n Opportunity dtd not start 

with Lyndon Johnson or Hubert Humphrey. It started 

earlJ tn our oountrJJ but it has -ad new impetue. 

Franklin Roosevelt was a part or it with 

soc ta 1 seour 1 ty and MinttDum was;e and the Na tiona 1 

Labor Relations Act, Just to mention three. It in­

cludes the Pull Employment policies ot Harry s. Tru­

man, and it includes a host ot leatelattve enaotmente 

or the Kennedy and Johnson Adtll1n1et.rattona; a policy 

to .create an environment ot trust and or confidence. 
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The war on Poverty or th1a Adventure 1n op. 

portun1ty tnoludea Me41oare, the Economic Development 

Adminiatratton, Aid to Elelllentary and Secondarv Schools, 

the Oft1oe ot Economic Opportun1t7• So when I apeak 

to JOU now or the achievements that we have made thue 

tar, I as not apeak1n& or one little aecment or our 

actlvtty. I am speak1n& or this whole epeotrum or 

actlvtt1ee that all ot rou are tam1ltar with 1n one 

way or another. 

What are these procrame and policies aohlev­

tna ancl lfhat have they aoh1evec1? seeauee we have so 

many people tell1nc you what baa not been done, maybe 
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rou oucht o know what 1e betna done. Not that you 

should be aatist1ed. I hope rou never are sat1sf1ed. 

It ie eo t~at you can p:roperlr Judce whether or not 

the pol101ee that are be1na pursued show anr proa1ee 

ot tultlllaent. I think ther do~ 

Let me atve you a few taota. P1ve million 

more Americana are at work todar than a year aao. 

That's not bad. waaea are the hiaheat in our hietor7, 

an4 uneaplorment 1s the lowest 1n 13 years. 

More than one million persons are rece1v1n& 

job tra 1ntn& ander te4eral proc:raaa today, compax-ed 

to none only .a1xyeara aao. Think of that. We are 

reaohina down into the hard ~ore ot the unemployed. 

We are reachina down into the Jobless youth. We are 

reaeh1na down into that Necro boy ln the ahetto whoae 

heart 1a tilled with bltterneaa and hatred, who has 

never had a Job 1n hie lite, who oo•ea trom a broken 

raatly, who lives in a delaptdated ne1ahborhoo4, who 

haa bad little or no education, who haa never known 

what tt 1s to have responsib111tJ'. 

M7 tallow A•ericans, we are reae~in& down 

and t1nd1n& those Aaer1eans, and a million or thea 



are aetttnc trained th1e morn1na--one lllillion. Six 

years aao none of them were, and there ~ere more of 

thea then than there are now that needed tralninc. 

I know that a mtllion is not enou&hJ but 

I know~ too, that it 1a a million more than other 

people did, a million more than anrbodr elae dared 

to dreas or or dared to do anythina about. 

I have been to theee urban centers. I 

have been to tt,ese tratntn& proarama. I know what 

tt means. W~en I hear the or1tioa ear, "Well, you 

are not do inc much," I sa14, "where were you when the 

tt&~t was on, you Monda)' mornina quarterback? Where 

were you? You were a1tt1n& ott in tt,e bleachers while 

the battle 11as aotna on in the f'1eld, an armchair 

ceneral, unwtlltnc to aet into the a11oke and the 41n 

or battle. n 

We have bad to do tt the hard war, by trial 

and error. we ~ave made mistakes. The only way not 

to make aiatakes 1e to lle totally paral7t:ed, 1nact1ve 

or dead. (Appltu.use) 

There are atx million youns t11er1cana tn 

oolleae today, and there are one million or them there 
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because your federal covernment, throuah 1te Aid to 

Education procrama, 1e help1n& them, tn work atudJ 

procraaa, ac~olarehipa and fellowships. 
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There were five m1111on people that received 

Medicare help stnce last July 30th, in hospital and 

nure1n1 home care. Three and a halt million or the 

elderl7 received doctor's care. The hospitals re­

ceived $2 b1111on 1n parmenta. The doctors have re­

ceived over $200 mtllton in payments. The f1ve a11~ 

lion t~at went to a hospital went to the hospital ot 

t~e1r oho1oe. The three and a ~alt million that re· 

ce1ved medical care went to a doctor or their choice, 

and their billa were patd by their covernaent under 

a aootal insurance procram called Medicare. 

I think that's proaresa. (Applause) 

A million and a half children, aces 3 to 5, 

preschoolers, have been 1n Project Headetart 1n the 

last two and a half years. Some or thea tor the 

first t1ae in their lives have had a decent aeal. 

Some of them for the first time in tkeir lives have 

had a medical checkup. And aome of them for the first 

t1ae in their lives have had a ehanoe tor a Wholesome 
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environment. ProJect Head Start--all ot you here, 

the mothere particularly--know ot what I speak. It 

is a wonderful experience, not onl7 ror the children, 

'but, as 1t 1e sateS, a little child shall lead them, 

and it yo~ follow the child back hoae, you will find 

out what the problem ie. It is not the child that 1e 

wron&. We are ttndin& out 1n ProJect Head Start, by 

worktns with the parents, the depth of our social 

problem, ao1n& back tnto the community. 

We tta ve ntne hundred thousand younc people 

tn the Nel&hborhood Youth Corps prosrame, younastera 

that never have had a job, that are today dotns aood 

work and learntn& aomethtna about work. Thirty-five 

thousand youna people from the slums or our cities, 

f'rom the poor aohools, younae ,ters that were tested 

and round to have a bi&h I.Q., yet youncstere that 

were lost, youn& men and women that were bitter, 

10un1 men and women that had no 1ntenti.on ot .cotna 

on to school. Thirtr·tive thousand of them. 

MJ fellow Americans, they have been lifted 

out or that depravity~ frustration and bitterness, 

and they are on to un1vere1t1es today, in thts day 
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and ace, 1967. They are at Minnesota, Michtcan, 

Yale, Duke, in Cal1torniaJ theJ are all over America. 

Thi.rty .. ftve thousand of t~em in ProJect tJpwar4 sound. 

How do you know but amonast t~oee 35,000 

w111 be round the doctor or the scientist that will 

discover the cure that we lmk tor tn the rtel4 or 

disease, or w111 make eome areat ao,.,1eve1ftent'l All 

I know or 1a that theae are 35,000 or the br1&htest 

youna Aaer1eans that were loat, Juat aa loat as 1t 

ther had been drowned, and they "'•4 been reacued, 

and they are on to untvera1t1ea and oolleaea. 

No other country 1n the world haa ever done 

anyth1n& like that. 

And there are 50,000 araduatea ot Job Corps 

Centers, and 35,000 more are 1n tra1n1na. 

The Job Corps ceta a lot ot heat. Everyt1ee 

you want to aet a aood new a ator:v, co and t1nd some .. 

thins wrona 1n a Job Corps Center. 

I want to let you 1n on the Job Corps Cen­

ter. I am the author or t~e lec1elat1on. and I know 

ot w~at I speak. The Job Corps Center and the rounc· 

e tere that co to the Job corps 1.n the ma 1n, tt'le over-
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whelm1ns major1t~ 1 over 95 per cent ot them, were 

drop-oute before they ever went. They were in trouble 

wlth the law, many ot them. They were referred to 

the Job Corps byeocial workers or Juvenlle judaea 

or a eehool authority, because thie wae their last 

chance. They are aaee 16 to 20, and 95 per cent or 

thea were poorl1 eduoa ted. F1 ve per eent ot them ha4 

~ad joba. The averaae waae or the 5 per cent that 

had a Job watt 70 cente an Jootour. 

What do you think has happened to the 50,000 

that have araduated' Their averace wace te $1.91 an 

hour. Seventy per cent of the araduatea cot aood Jobs. 

Twentr per eent of the araduatea went back to eohool. 

Ten per cent of the arac.tuatee Joined the American 

Armed Foroea. 

Now, I ask you: wasn't it worth 1t? wasn't 

1t worth 1t to have 50,000 youna men an4 women make 

someth1na O\lt or their l1ves 1 rather than to be eouroea 

or disappointment to themselves and their comaun1ty? 

I think ao. I don't think America will ever 1mpover~ 

1eh tteelt by i nvesttns 1n 1te people. I think we 

will be better. (Applause) 
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Finally, may I say that e1&ht million 

youngsters are aettin& an education thts year that 

never ~ad 1t before in elementary and secondary edu­

cation because ot A1d to Educatton--tederal aid to 

education. We used to kill every federal aid to edu­

cation procram on the issue or race or relislon. You 

would pass tt 1n the Senate, and they would k1ll 1t 

in the Houee. You would pass tt in the House the 

next year, and they would kill 1t in the Senate. It 

was like a sort or pin& pone caae or tennta match, 

and the "education ballq hit the net every other 

ttae you h1t 1t, and 1t tailed. 

Finally, you cot a President who was a 

country school teacher, who tauaht in a Mexioan-Aaer­

ican school down 1n Texas. That President aatd, 

"Well, what about aakinc Federal Aid to Education 

to the child? WhJ don't we talk about the children? 

Why don't we identity the aovernment ot the Untted 

Statea and its services wtth people rather than with 

states or churches or diatr1cte? Let's talk about 

people." 

Today we have a tremendous proaram ot aid 

S4 
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to education. We have tripled the federal aovern­

ment•s tnvest•ent tn education in le$s than tour 

years. 

What has 1t meant! It has ••ant that Amer~ 

tea 1a be1n& better educated. It ttaa meant that m11~ 

liona or rounaatere that n•ver ha4 a chance tn their 

11vea, ror tt'le tiret t1ae have a chance • 



rl MJ tellow Ju>.uax-t..ceaa, y~:"U t1tl\er 'b•lltvt Wh.f!!t 

ycna say oJ- NOU ttoa 1 t. Xt 10u beli1)~e that tnf..a ta 

ont, aatlon undel' God nad. tntU.vlaible-1 :rot~ belteve lt or 

,-cnl atte e t\JpQc~t ter tt 70'* 4on • t . v:r~:ottoe 1'. Jt r•'* 

beltev• t.n libert1 nhd Juattoe fol' ~111 tlut wo¥'4 au:huta 

exettl7 wna' 1' IBJ·$. t n.a.ppea to beltev• tnat we dO 

be1.1eve lt, 1 tbink we n••• to ~$t oa tboee belit~t,re. 

~- l al•o know that 11e •••d e•eP3'b047 today. I know 

tnat we oaa • t attQ~ t o nave oae .... ~lxt.b ot oar people 

e~t or toe ma1na•~·~ ot ~ertca~ l1te. 1 know tna~ 

we oen • t ettol'd to o-o·nt1.nue to ns.v:e lewleeane•• and 

violence tn ou.• et:r-.·eto. 1 knoll tnat •• .muet tAto••• 
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tn• lew. but 1 knott we muet also 1atdt• poa.alble oppol'ttta1~,r. 

TtUtt 11 Wl\&t w• sre t~y1na to do. 

we a•• oas~~·d 1D • mte;h ty ente~r1•·•. Ve 

at:te not woPkS.ns on ti1() e:aey tt\1nGn tj%1\J more. Joba e~e 

avs11eble t~ !DO&t pf(lple. B4uca t1on ia available to 

most people. Htutl'b~ ~-· evall&bl~ to •oat people. lui 

cne teat ot e o,.eat tloo1•t1 1a not onlr wnat ¥OU do 

tor •••t peoplt but. what. do ;vou d:o tort tn• lee at ot 

tneae. 



l'2 «ut)r ot sovermaeat t§) aee to 1 t tl\.at. tn••• who all'eadt 

ll~v• too •uob l'utv• nu;t~•. But tt 1• tl'le l'ttPoDe1bl.11'7 

or so••~•ent to see: to 1t that t.noae WtlO neve too 

little l'lav• enoqa. 

Tnomae ·3tf't'Gft0ft ea:14 tnat tn• oll11 1es1ttttlUlt~t 

ob$eo,tv• ot aoverMu~nt 1• the tttu~ltf11 tr.e edacat.to~, 

ant the napptneae ;t ttt.e. people. Alld X •• pHu4 io WOX"lt 

1n a 84\lerMent and b~ • part; or- a gov~n.~uent., and 

.. p~cua4eJJ ,., to 'be e el-tt.aea ot a n~· t."oa, th&t bel1evtte 

ttur' the ntan.••' pl11tQ~itJ ot ev•~r :ae:l'vtce ia the ttl*• 

riotuaeat or tne 11vet• ot 41\UP tell..Qw oS.tS.1ena. A,nd .x 
em pro\14 to com• 'betore $ st.teat u.nioa that nea clone •• 

m\u:b to~ 1 ~· own. mPb~"' •. Ycntr livea aft tt•tte:a- lteoa~e 

ot ,youl' union. Am•rtca 1.s btttelt. n•etuute ot tale tlld.e'lt,. 

Ttur PP-1ll'Ofll41 ert bttt~-tl.' beoeeee :Qf tbll U.li10Jh ft. 

oommua1t1•• ••• b·e\1l~..,... beoauae ot finis tud.oa. 

X kaott ot ae torce in .. '%~e1"1oa the• htta done 

mo•• tof! t.tte up11ttt~ ot the •t~n<tar<i ot llvtns ta: 

Ames-tea tnen o•aani.J:ei latu>•· AU X have been prold 

ell ot llti' ptab11o 11tt to •• cntll·t"Jd e r.-s.end or lebol". 

t t:Ut"f'e been pre\l<l nad valuect the :supp$Jt' or lebcu- alld 

I am ex.ceed1US1)' proud tnte uunm!ns, to tUtV4! 'been YOU#' 
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r3 invited su•at to tn1s .. to\&1' 33rti convention# b•oauae 

I tmow that l ala 1n tne not.a•enold Q:t soot~ people. I 

know tnat I apetlt to good ctttzens. t Jcnow tnat X 

apeak to p•ople 1fho ~till not only ndm1M and retpect 

tn•t• ~1ou and its lead•rehtp, butj more 1mportent1y, 

you •• pat•iote. You. love yott:P count~. You nttve 

s1v•h ot you~aelt and you~ eon• and yo~ 4ausntera. 

You nave e aenae or ded1oatlon to wnat tn1s nation 

btltevea in end etand~ tor. 

So pe~it mo to a&J goodbye on that note •nd 

to tnank JO\l eo muen •f*or letting ~• 1n th.11 nouae to 

etu••• tneae tnoushte witn you.; m;; fellow Americans. 

Good morntq • 

••• 
lonsed epplauae •• ,. 

VIOB PUSI!>!ft HtJMPBRSY : '.t'l'l~nk you. 

ORARD PRBSIDBMT DBRHIS c Mr. V1c• Pre•14en.t, 

I have nearcl many, nun}f speecnee in tny l:S.tetilae, and 

I l\eve tn• •tnceH racliq that this convention will 

lone ~em .. ~er your WGrda or w1s4o~. I believe. Mr. 

Vice Preeident_. tnat you, tnJfot.\ghout you,_. cereeJt, neve 

l81d •eDJ to~dettona fo~ o~sani~a4 l bor to bu1ld un~n 
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