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Ladies and gentlemen, first let me pay tribute to my good
friend, Governor Burns, for his foresight and deep sense of public
service exemplified by his calling and working onthis very signifi-
cant conference, From the beginning, I have followed the develop-
ment of your program with great interest, and was so impressed
with the preparations made by Governor Burns, HUD Secretary
Weaver, and AID Administrator Gaud, that on my recent European
trip I recommended a similar conference for those nations with the
United States. I regret most sincerely that I cannot be with you
today. It is always a special joy to come to the state of Hawaii, and
particularly to Honolulu, but this pleasure will be denied me
because of official duties in Washington,

I am particularly interested in the conference since I traveled
in many of the countries represented just a little over a year ago,
These travels left me deeply impressed, The Asiansense of beauty
is so unique that I became one of a long line of Westerners who
left the Orient filled with wonder and awe, Of course, architecture
in the United States has already been influenced by the East, One of
our greatest architects, Frank Lloyd Wright, visited the Orient
early in his career, and in later life admitted that much of
his work was influenced by ideas and knowledge gained in the Far
East,

For centuries we have known greatness and beauty in many of
our cities the world over, Why is it, then, as we move into the last
third of the 20th Century, we hear the cry to solve what is called
"the urban problem'? We hear much about urban ugliness, Is it
because we are faced with problems that are significantly different
from those of the past? Indeed, the rate of population increase in
the world does present a new problem, but really only in magnitude,
We know that the world population will double between now and the
first decade of the 21st Century,

One student of urban growth has said that "The world needs
the equivalent of one new city every seven hours, and of a kind
which brings new dignity,” But even a challenge such as this



presents us with the same problems that we already face today,
only once again in greater magnitude. For example;

-- how to rid the cities of slums;

-- how to eliminate unpaved streets, and to provide adequate
drainage and sanitation facilities;

-- how to plan for and achieve orderly growth,

However, one difference from the past is thatwe are becoming
increasingly aware of the scope of our urban problems, and we
have taken the first positive steps to find solutions, We have begun
to untangle the traffic that clogs our city streets--and that, by the
way, is a problem the world over;to push back the smog that blocks
out the sun; to clean up our lakes and streams; to provide better
educational opportunities for our children; to improve health facili-
ties; to retrain and to provide jobs for those who need them; and
to build adequate housing for everyone,

We all want our cities to be clean, pleasant, and efficient, and
they ought to be, Cities ought to be mankind's best achievement,
combining his culture, his science, his technology, and his sense
of material and spiritual values, But just as important, we want a
proper spiritual and cultural environment that fosters a free society
and the greatest possible development of the individual,

Now this is a distant and complex goal, and we know we can
move forward only one step at a time. But that first step is very
important, and it is that first step to which we need to dedicate
our energies, We have found no panaceas, noinstant answers. Each
success has come only after muchhardwork and planning, Failures
have not been unknown and false steps have been frequent, but we
are making progress and we have learned a great deal from our
mistakes and from our experiences,

Perhaps, in the last analysis, it is this that gave birth to the
Honolulu Conference: the recognition that the road to success is a
terribly expensive one intime, in money, and in energy, and because
it is such a difficult and expensive one, no country can afford to
travel it alone, It is easy to see that unless countries share their
experiences with each other, every step must bea trial step, every
experiment must be a tentative one, and the costs will obviously be
much greater,
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It is readily apparent, of course, that the problems we en-
counter in New York, Chicago, or Honolulu are not identical with
those confronted in Bangkok, Kuala Lumpur, or New Delhi; the
problems of Karachi and Lahore are not exactly the same, nor are
those of Tokyo and Kyoto, Nonetheless, there are similarities in
the problems present in all of these cities, It is widely recognized
that there are few, if any, urban growth problems unique to a single
country or city, and therefore it is incumbent upon each of us to
encourage the exchange of ideas and experiences with others who
share these problems,

When Governor Burns first envisaged this conference nearly
a year ago, and approached the Department of Housing and Urban
Development and the Agency for International Development to act
as co-sponsors, it was because he foresaw the advantages to be
gained from just such an exchange of ideas and experiences, In
other words, we can learn so much from each other if we will but
visit and talk,

A conference was planned which would draw together technical
experts and responsible government officials identified with Asian
problems of urban and regional growth, The objectives of the con-
ference are: to identify the problems of urban growth common to
the areas represented, and to encourage a more comprehensive
approach to finding a solution for those problems; to demonstrate
how available domestic resources may be effectively mobilized to
attack urban growth problems, and to examine how resources cur-
rently being used can be used more effectively; to promote the
adoption throughout the Asian area of appropriate planning and
institutional techniques; to emphasize the need for immediate action
to meet the growing crisis;and to seek means for future cooperative
actions in the Pacific and Asian area in solving urban problems,

These kinds of objectives, it would seem, are typical of the
objectives of many conferences, perhaps too far reaching, perhaps
too broad in their scope, Yet these objectives present a new and
unique challenge, because for the firsttime inhistory it is becoming
both technically and economically feasible to provide adequate
housing and all of the other things we associate with great cities,
And now that these solutions are evident, people are demanding
that we political leaders put them to use, We should ask ourselves
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whether we have the will to accept change, There are new goals in
sight, yet it is only through relentless pursuit that they will be
achieved,

Let me say also that the problem is broader than building and
rebuilding cities. It centers on people and their needs, We must
provide the food to feed the people in our cities; we must have
adequate medical facilities to assure their good health; there must
be educational systems to provide them with skills, abilities, and
motivations, In addition, we must be concerned with the develop-
ment of raw materials needed to build great cities, These are just
some of the concerns that are ours,

In closing let me again say I am truly sorry I cannot be with
you, What a great, exciting experience it would be to share in your
conference! I am pleased that this distinguished body of persons
has been assembled to discuss this critical area of our collective
domestic concerns, We shall await your recommendations, your
findings, and your proposals, It is encouraging that we can work
together for better urban conditions, and I can assure each and
every one of you that the United States will give you the fullest
cooperation and assistance possible, I wish you well in your
endeavors,




HUD MP-52



Ladies and Gentlemen, first let me pay tribute to my good friend,
Governor Burns, for his foresight and deep sense of public service
exemplified by hiscalling and working on this very significant conference,
From the begimning I have followed the development of your program with
great interest and was so impressed with the preparations made by

Gaud
Governor Burns, Secretary Weaver, and Administrator Bill (Goude)
that on my recent European trip I recommended a similar conference
for those nations in Europe with the United States. Now I regret most
sincerely that I cannot be with you today as I had originally planned.
It is always a special joy to come to the Hawaiian Islands Imemwsmxmf

and
to the State of Hawaii/im particulary to Honoluln but this pleasure will

I
be denied me because of official duties in Washington. Now/am particularly
mmmmmmmxmwﬂﬁemuﬁnummmot
your countries just a little over a year ago. These travels left me

deeply impressed. The Asians sense of beauty is so uwnique that I became

one of a long lhe of Westernmers and Americans who left the Orient filled



with wonder and with awe. Of course, architecture in the United States
fogen ¢?/th4&-( LA En st
- “a

orm,meofm,rswwwtenmhﬁecu,

Frank Lloyd Wright, viaitedtheﬂrimtmlyinhummandinhter

in many of our cities the world over. Why is it then as we move into the

toﬁlmwlntﬁulﬂtheurbm
last third of the 20th century that we hear the cry,/in fact we hear much problen

lems that are
about urban ugliness. Is it because we are suddenly faced with/significantly
uﬂemtﬁmtmuthmt?mm“uormmimimm
inthemlddoesmumtnpmbluuhichinnrydiﬂemt,butruuy
only in magnitude. We know that the world populatinn will double between
now and the first decade of the 20th Century. One student of urban growth
huuidthntthemldneeﬂsthaaquimlmtofnnemcityemy?
hmuandornnndwhichhringsmdignity. But even a challenge such
u%mmtuuﬂwm“mbmmtmmmw)

fnly once again in greater magnitude. For example, how do rid the cities

of slums, how to eliminate unpaved streets provide adequate drainage



-3
and sanitation fecilities. MWMMNMMW
growth, Mmmmmmthtmtum
mmmiu];mnofthmormmmm,
anduhwmthaﬁrttmtiwnmtoﬁmm. We
have begun to untanjle the trafficf that clogs our city streets
and that by the way is the world over. ¥he- To push back the smog
that blots out the sun, To clean up our lakes and stresms and to
mﬂdebetterednwtimlwuuﬁrmehim To improve
mummtm,wnmmmammwnuﬁomm
amtommademmingfore’mym. You see we all want our
eitiuhhclm,.ﬂmmtmﬂeﬂicimmtwmtobe. The
citm%um'umwmua culture, his
uim,mﬁ:%,ﬂ:m&:tuidmuunu
mmm}mwuwnmammﬁmm
mltml“mtthtf&tuaa!hemietymtkmm

How '
possible development of the individusl./ This is a dimkriztmfreempie



-l -
mmmm:mmwmuummtmm
mﬁcpatatin,htni@tlﬂmthntﬂmmuam
WG&MithtotMﬁmmthtumtodedmte
our energies. Hermdmmm.mimtmmmm
mnhsmm;mmmmmm. Failures
Mummmmmnw?:;.twmummm.
Mumﬂmmmwmumamtmtrum
mumm,nltmﬂrmmima. Perheaps in the last analysis
1ti-mmauumammm. The recognition
mtmmhmummiumwmninmfﬁd
mw,mmithmhnditﬁcultmmdlownm
no cowntry can afford to travel it alone. It is easy to see that unless
countries experiences with each other every step must be a trisl
m,mmwmuamunm,mmm

obviously will be mmch greater. It is readily apperent of course that

thmlmn“mmmmroﬁo!Cmem



-5
Z
mmtidmtimlﬁthmmmmﬁ/@mhmm&or
New Delhi. memblmof@_;:&hﬂw@aéﬁmmmm:m
nor are those of Tokyo and Keoto. Knx Nonetheless there are similarities
in the problems present in all of these cities. It is widely recognized
mttm;mmﬂwmmmmmmua-m
country or a city. And therefore, it is incumbent upon each of us to
mm%maxmwwuwm:mmm
problems. mmmmmnwm.cmrmmu
a year ago, and approached the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
untmthemmmrmmnamlopnmtoactum-sm,
1tmbemummthmﬁmstohmmmtm
an exhbange of ideas and experiences. inatherm,wemlmso
much from each other if we will but visit and talk to one another. A
emﬁrmmplmadﬂchmmmtogatharmmmmm
responsible Government officials identified with Asian problems of
urban and regional growth. The objectives of the Conference are to
1dmtifytheproblmofmmthmtotheamwted

andtoenmmaumhmdmﬂmivenwhtoﬁndingamluﬁm



b=
/:rthoupubm. And to demonstrate how available domestic resources
may be effectively mobilized to attack urban growth problems and to
examine how mE resources currently being used can be used more
eﬁectiw]&. Mthmtomtbm1 the Asian area of =
appropriate plamning end irstitutional techniques to emphasize the need
fwmhmim’mdlmmmmmacﬁon/th
meet the growing crisis and to seek means for future cooperative actions
in the Pacific and Asban area in solving urban problems. WNow that is
a big order but those are the goals and objectives that we have. These
kinds of, objecti e seem are typlical of the objectives of many
conferences, perhaps they may seem too far reaching, perhaps too broad
in their scope, Yet these objectives present a new and unique challenge
because for the first time in history it is bebomming both technically
and ecomomically feasible to provide adequate housing end all the other
things ghat we affiliate with great cities., And now thet these solutions
are evident, people are demanding that we the political leaders put them

to use, Hewmmlmmnhwmﬂutom/

change, There are new goals in sight yet it is only through relentless



~
mittlntthcyviuhm. Let me say also that the
mmumrmummmnmmuciuu. It
mmmmmm. We must provide the food to
reedthmloinmreitiu. We must have adequate medical and
Mthfnmuutomthhmmth. There must be
wm-mmmamunm,abmmm
motivations, Inaﬂditim,mmthmaﬁthmm
mtorlthmuhrlmmtohndthcmtcuut. These
mamworthecmmthastmm.

mmclmingletmasainmthtlntmlymaﬁkI



-8-
mumeﬂﬁmm#mt&ttﬁM&d&a&tﬂhﬁn
mmnmmmmbu. I wish you well

in your endeavors. Wie look forward to your report. Thank you,



Minnesota
Historical Society

Copyrightin this digital version belongs to the Minnesota
Historical Society and its content may not be copied
without the copyright holder’s express written permis-
sion. Users may print, download, link to, or email content,
however, for individual use.

To request permission for commercial or educational use,
please contact the Minnesota Historical Society.

14 www.mnhs.org



