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VICE PRBSIDAWMS. WiSSAOB T0 STATE FEDERAL AID COORDINATORS
Hayflover Hotely Uashington, DeCs

The Vice Prosident regrets that he cammot be
with you during yowr important conforenee here in Vashingtone
Linison among the various levels of our ederal system is
én offort he pegards ap fundementel to the survival of what
he ¢colls, “the Asericen oxperiment.” He has demonstrated
hic concern for the principle of a Fodernl nystem as Mayor
of Himenpolis, UeS. Sensior and as Vice Fresident, Out of
this eoncorn, hic hos azkef! me o bring you this messages

"I am heartensd by the continuing activity in
lindison between the Fodernl govermment and the Steten
Frepident Johnoon has demmsirated h1$ nersonel coneern
mnd I am plessed to nots the sucoess of the Fresidentts
conforences with Oovernors ané the comtinuation of théss
facewtomface moctings betuoon Federal mnd State executives,
Covernor Parrie lryent has been doing an sarnest and
cutstanding Job of esrrying through with this effert,

"I o alpo greatly encouraged by the response
of the Governors as demenstrated by the numbsr = wirigh
incroasnss alsost monthly - who have appointed Federal Afd
Gmdimms and ereated agousies for continuing the limisen
funotions



"Those who kmow me say I mn an incureble optimiet,
1 am inglined to agree with them, Keepdng in charecter, I
sznect these efforts to lead to a much stroanger Fedeval
aysten. I say this because the domestis ehallewge facing
our Nation requ!na cooperation and vitality at every lovsl,

"Although there is new vitality in our Federal
aystem, we do not start from scratchs We have & great
heritage of cooporaticn to build wpony The Fedaral and
Sbate governments bulll the wost productive agrisulbture
£he world has ever lmown: The Vederal amd State lewels of
our systom have long bsen cooperating in the fields of
in health care; edueation; wolfare and rondsbuildings Vose
of this seme cooperation necds now to be focused in new
directions, I

"Whe today is not concermed about water and air
pollution? VWho today does not realize that a significent
not want to improve the quality of our education,; of health
eare ond of 1ife in our cities? I am confidont Americens
vho work ia State government ave juct as concerned as those
Amoricsns working in Tedewal, e¢lty and coumty povernmontos
It is omly mecessary to builg some now bridges of communigation
to go with the old so that the responms of cur Fedoral aystem
matchos the anerush of the challenge facing uu.
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"I will not sttempt to antlelpate vhat Fedewal ofilcinls
and the staff sembers of yuxr &uml%mws Conforencs will
be tolling yous but I expect you are guing te bo emased et whab
thoy are dolng and vhat they plan te do to help Ltates ieprowe

their perticipation in our systom,

"ome of the moat rewarding duties I hawe as Viee President
is that of the President’c liaiswn afﬁsar to payors and other loesl
governmont officials, Thanks %o staff asmiotence $rem Holsl. and
other Federel ageneles, I have imvited to Vashington confsorvnces
mayors of a1l cities over 30,000 populnticms chief officiala of
all coumnties over 50,000, and all city menagers. 1 hawe galled
conferencos in New Ingland and the CGront ilskes States for mayors
of all tow:s under 30,000,

"Although 1 hod some grasy of local wwroblems as A
former wayor, my liaisom activitie during the past two gears
have greatly snhenced my undeystanding. Sone Gmmmdcthar
State ofliofals are learning the same way, but thoro ope others
whico have not turned thelr attenticn dn that direction, For the
Staten to yroperly deffine their rolo, their officisls mist beeowe
kmowledgenble abeut the problems facing officiale of eitles and
conaties beonuoe that’s vhere the peoplo ara,Y

. *Keop up your good work and we will contioue our offarts.
The welfapre of tho people requires the best fvow 21l of um, Good
wishes for a frultful cenference, Thank you."”
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