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July 2, 1967 

MEMO for The Vice President 

From Ted Van Dyk 

Re: Press Backgrounde r - 6 p.m. 

List of Participants: Please see attached. 

Note that some of those present are Koreans who are stringers 
for American publications. Therefore, you may wish to take this 
into account in your re1narks. 

Ground Rules: This is a backgrounder, with no quotation or 
attribution to you. The subje c t matter can, however, be handled 
in connection with stories concerning your visit here. No on-the ­
record statements, even for a portion of the meeting. 

Su ggested Points: 

Korea: This is a country on the move - at the point of 11 take off. 11 

~You are very much impressed with the determination shown by 

l President Park to move his country forward both economically 
'1/..l) and toward political democracy. You were especially impressed 
\\ with his inaugural address - which might well be the model for that 
~ of almost any President in any developing or less than fully developed 

country. You are also impressed with your visit to the Korean 
Institute for Science and Technology -- which also might serve as 

'~ (\ ~ AIJM a model for other countries throughout the world. Korea is engaged 
~/ w in nation building and is doing it the right way. The United States 

n ••• ~ is proud to help. 

~ Your Conversation with National Leaders in Seoul: All your discussions 
~ _ • were frank, open, and useful. This includes your discussions with 
~ President Park, Prime Minister Sato, Vice President Yen, and 
'• p General Chieu, Secretary- General of the Directorate in South Vietnam. 

There was a time when our country was not 
or contact with the nations of the Far East. 
ended . You hope your discussions helped. 

in proper communication 
Hopefully, that time is 
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Subject Matter: 

-I 

A. Vietnam - As might be expected, Vietnam is on the minds of 
Asian leaders. They all know that what happens in Vietnam 
affects them . 

Clearly, a critical period lies ahead between now and the i elections in S eptember. It is imperative that these elections 
be open ap~ree. It is far less important who wins than that 
the elections be democratic and real. The recent agreemen 
of Generals Thieu and Ky should help unitethe military and 
should give them the inside track in the election itself. But 
by no means is their election certain. 

The Government of South Vietnam is certainly aware that the 
United States and her free Asian neighbors very much hope for 
free and open elections, and that they would be uniformly 
disappointed if they were not so. 

Following this, you might wish to briefly review the situation 
as you see it in Vietnam, giving some of the points pas sed on 
to you by Chieu. That is, we are moving forward militarily 
and economically, but still with difficulties in pacification and 
in the guerrilla war . 

We shall have to continue practicing some traditional Asian 
patience. 

B. Regional Development - In all your discussions, you 
emphasized the need for greater participation of all Asian 
countries in regional economic and social development. This 
is increasing but nmch more is needed . The United States 
is ready to increase its participation in such development, but 
primary leadership must come from Asians themselves . 

Certainly, progress has been made in this field since )OUr 
visits of a year ago. You hope you have been of some help in 
moving the regional development concept forward both in 
Washington and in Asia. Such development, as exemplified 
by Nationalist China and Korea, must be balanced - with proper 
emphasis on agriculture as well as industry. People are whatj ~· count- and grandiose prestige projects do not suffice. [ 
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C. Asia in the World - In all your discussions, you were 
pleasantly surprised to find Asian leaders interested i~ l V matters far beyond their own borders and region. This 
reflects not only the world's increasing awareness of Asia, 
but of a new Asian international consciousness and r e spon­
sibility. The energetic, industrious people of this region 
are breaking free from old patterns, and so are their 
leaders. You found no pettiness or small-mindedness among 
them. 

D. The Future - What can we see ahead? We are today 
transfixed. with Vietnam. And Vietnam is important. But one 
day the conflict in Vietnam will end and there will be a just and 
peaceful settlement. There is no telling how long ahead that 
may be but it will surely happen, because we will persevere 
until it does. 

When that conflict is eneed, and as - over the course of time 
Communist China may begin to moderate and lose her 
ideological ferocity, this area can look ahead to an era of 
peace and growth. 

Events in China today indicate a continuation of militancy. 
But let us keep our perspective. Surely, a generation of 
technicians and of managers will in the years immediately 
ahead take the place of the generation of ideol-dF~ . Until that 
time, we in the United States shall undertake no act which 

0 might jeopardize our future peaceful relations with lxno re 
{ \ pacific China. 

rk. .~:..i."'FJ ,., ,,J When such moderation might take place in China., -crg;eat 
/ tension will be removed from the world. And•aeveloping 

nations alike might be able to turn aside from questions of ideology 
to questions of human and national development. 

Taking the long view may be more statesman-like than taking 
the short view, but it is also necessary if we are to keep our 
balance. If we do, and major war is averted in the years 
immediately ahead, the next twenty years may be known in 
history as the ones in which Asia re-emerged in a role of 
cultural, economic and political leadership in the world. If 
this were to happen, it would be in our national interest. It 
is our policy to help it happen. 
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Gentlemen, you know that my visit here was essentially for the purpose of representing 

President Johnson and the United States at the inaugural of dPresident Park. That's 

essentially a ceremoniall visit and it was a an opportunity that I welcomed. I've been here 

twice before on very short visits but rather meaningful ones and I have come to know the 

President, the Prime Minister and members of the government and thought it was a good 

opportunity to renew those valuable contacts and acquaintances and refresh that acquaintance-

ship. During my visit here outside of the things that are quite obvious such as getting around 

the community a bit and a little later this evening I shall be meeting with Korean businessmen 

and professional and education leaders in order to have a broader mix of my contacts so 

to speak outside of lthose obvious and evident gatherings I have been trying to converse 

with leaders of government that are here and other representatives of governments on 

problems of mutual concern. In my first visit with )Jresident Park, and I shall by the way see 

him again tomorrow as well as the Prime Minister of Koread tomorrow, I reviewed with . · 

President jPark the Kosygin visit or the Kosygin-Johnson conference x at Glassboro, New 

Jersey in considerable detail. I felt that allies such as we have here ought to be fully 

informed as to what transpired at that conference. I was privileged to be well breifed on · 
President 

it by the President/ Mer. Johnson, before I came and I shared that knowledge o:r that inf or-

mation ;with President Park and subsequently with Prime Minister Sato and with others with 

whom I've ttJod talked but in great depth with both of them. The areas of discussion at 

that conference were gone into and as a result we related our conversations to those areas 

such as the Vietnam, the Middle East, nucelar proliferation, arms control which relatesi~ 
the offenseve and defensive missles , man areas of economic cooperation. The discussion 
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with President Park also included a general review of our economic and military efforts 

here in cooperation with the ROK and later :m; on as you know in that same day was on Friday 

I visited the KIST. I want to say just a word about that. That was much more to me than 

a perfunctory visit. I feelthat this particular institute has a great bearing on the future 

economic development of Korea and it may very well ;have a bearing on ;the economic 
on other parts 

developmentey'of Asia. It is industry oriented; it is an institute of science and technology 

related to applied research and development . It can represent a tremendous input in the 

Korean economy. A shot in the arm, so to speak, because it will not only ;emphasize science 

and technology but also management and administration and it will bedirectly related to the 

economic complexes that are designed and developed here either with domestic capital:i:D: 

that is Korean capital bolx. or a mix of Korean and American Eaqaxist capital or foreign 

capital of other nations. And ~ I happen to believe that our experience with these sorts of 

establishments gives evidence that such an institute can be more ~ as valuable as any 

possible economic assistance that you can make. Or that you can afford. The . A good 

deal of our discussion with the Vice President of China, Prime Minister <XIX Sato of Japan 

and President Park and Prime Minister Chong related to the initiatives that are being taken 

here in Asia ior their own development and for their own, under their jown direction. 

Particularly the ASPAC, the Asian Pacific Conference which was at its first meeting in Seoul 

and now will have its wt second meeting in Bangkok. That consultative process and now 

formulated more or less into a council is looked upon by the administration in Washington 

the Jolmson Administration, as a very important effort and initiative. I've emphasized to 

the leaders that I have visited with that k the US today has a man in the White House who 

looked upon Asia as a very vital energetic, restless, growing, expanding part oflthe world. 

There is great vitality here, tremendous thrust, outward thrust of probing energy and this 
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is the time when there is the need of the closest cooperation and consultation. I trust that 

efforts have been one of a friendly partner, as I have said in public utterance and not of a 

spokesman trying to tell people what to do. Our attitude about ;the Asian countries , free 

Asian countries, is one of first, searching for knowledge and information so we are better 

able to direct our energies but above all working with them as they seek to find aamw!ll: 

answers to their own problems. I think there is no better place for us to get a good start 

at this than in Korea. We already have a good start. There :is. has been vast investment.tx 
at 

of American resources, bo_th ;men and materials here. and we are now/:i!Ka stage of our 

relationships with Korea which require us to be very sensitive t o the pride of the people here 

to their own fully Ull cognizant XJfilx of their own capacities; of their own abilities and yet 

recognizing that there is a need for help. This is a very difficult line to follow. And it is 

a tight rope, K so to speak, to stand. But at this stage we can't afford to be domineering and 

yet we must be a helpful associatti. . I am personally convinced and have said so when I 've 

been back in ;the States from my other visits here that Korea represents a great jsuccess 

story for mutual cooperation. If these clasped hands , the JAID symbol, mean anything 

or have any concrete evidence as to their true meaning, it is here in ;Korea. Becuase this 

economy is making progress. Now according to some standards it may not be as even as 

some people E1mllk would like. There are undoubtedly a host of problems be sitting this country 

~ but compared to what they were a year ago, two years ago, five years ago, tkn there 

~ is every reason to believe there is substantial progress that has been made and ;much more 

in the offing. In other words the the clouds are lifting. This is our convic ion and I try to 
~~ 

convey that tha:mght and encouragement to the government leaders. Now ~I didn't come here 

asking for anything so I think you ought to know that. I've heard and read that there were 
/1 

requests bein g made of me and that I was making requests of others. jThat is not the case. 
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I haven't had anybody be asking or demanding of me as a representative of the Government 

of the United States and I have made no requests or any demands upon any government or any 

official government here. 

In our discussions on Vietnam we have .reviewed the military situation and the 

political-economic situation, with each of the leaders. Obviously, the leader most interested 

was the Korean President because they have troops there. Other leaders were likewise 

interested because it is a , for the war in Vietnam is in this area and it vitally affects the 

developments in this area. I talked with General Chiu, the Secretary-General of the 

Directorate in Vietnam a gJ:"eat deal about the developments, the recent developments, in 

Vietnam and also conveyed to Gen~ral Chiu our attitude on what was happening there. General 
about 

Chiu uhh in analyzing the situation as he saw it in Vietnam came ac out/along these lines. 

I think I fairly well paraphrased what he said and be quite accurate about it. And, by ;the way, 

his analysis is about the same as we have in our, from our j>wn obse.rvation and our own study 

in Vietnam that presently on the military front that the military situation has changed 

considerably. First of all, the VC is having trouble in recruitment for its main units. VC 

activity is now more and more in the guerrilla warfare and a highly intensified campaign. 

Because of the shortage of manpower for the main VC units, that is ti:Jecmadn a battalion and 

company size or larger, the North Vietnamese regulars have been brought in in larger 

numbers , substantially larger numbers. In a straight outright fight on conventional warfare 

with ;the main units, the allied forces have administered rather serious defeats to the 

enemy. But during this process of administering rather substantial defeat and r~ serious 

defeat to the enemy and gaining military victories :1: in the main, in the large unit struggle, 

the VC and the /JNorth Vietnamese ;have also learned a great deal about how to fight our 

~ 
troops and the allied troops. I think that we can saylfor the for seeable period there will be a,.....,_. 
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intensification of guerrilla warfare and of the type of thing that you see , the ambush 

activity, the probing hit-and-run tactics by the enemy. The North Vietnamese and the VC 
Eye Corps 

are making a great effort in thf/:bmx!zpaarea for two reasons, at least two. reasons. 

First, it diverts and ties down allied troops, ta,king them away from pacification and also 

from being able to do as well in the southern stretches, the southern regions of Vietnam. 
in the past. 

Secondly, the Eye Corps area has had political instability /;Bmkyou may recall the Buddhist 

uprising in the past and the communists are of the opinion that this is a good place in which 

to spread their forces and particularly their political cadres. 
the 

It was, our dascussions centered around what we considered to be/priorities 
in Vietnam 

which are nothing new to you/ namely, pacification , and a great deal more has to be done 
at of 
~that in ternnsjnot only of pacification from the administrative side, namely to. have 

that 
peoplejvdm. are competent to carry out programs in a village but political orientation of the 

villages and the cadres that go into the villages.. jAnd the secondp point was the 

constitutional processes, the political processes. On this much of our discussion centered. 

I explained to General Chiu that we placed a ;high priority upon ;the elections, forthcoming 
in September as I found in my discussions here 

election~ and that that priority was shared by other allies/and by others who were not 

related to this combat or conflict directly. In other words, other free nations in this area 

are concerned about the political developments in South Vietnam. 
the 

Thus far, its true that I think its fair to say that/political developments have been 

very encouraging . I'm looking at a group of people that doubted that there would be a 

constituent assembly. Unless I misread what you wrote. And I don't say that critically of 

you because you had many reasons to doubt it. Its just a fair statement to say that many of 

us have doubts 1bat as to whether there could be an election that would elect a constituent 

assembly. Number 2, whether the constituent assembly would amount to anything and do 
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m: anything or whether it, Number 3 whether it would ultimately break apart and maybe be 

sent home by the military ~ directorate and then finally whether or not itx after it 

finished its work, if it did finish its work that the directorate would accept it. Now those 

doubts quite candidly were overcome. I think much ai1:k!fXCK to the surprise of many of us 

and the constituent assembly became a live organice political body that did its work and did 

it quite well. jThe district and hamlet elections were held and it is this point that there is 

considerable ;evidence that we have and that I had confirmed in lllY discussions with General 

Chia, that North Vietnam and the Vietcong became evermore concerned and worried and 

therefore the present tactic of the enemy is to destroy the political cadres and the political 

processes, that is the pacification ca<ires and the political processes if humanly possible 

if it is within their means to do it. The effort of the Vietcong ;and the North Vietnamese 

military is directed towards the whats going on in ;the villages in terms of pacification. 

The pacification ..... the rural ..... the so-called rural revolutionary development teams 

and hopefully to spread so much terror throughout the countryside as to negate or weaken 
its JUm 

the election process. Now that itx is the view that was expressed and/one that I think we 

generally hold from our own observations. I emphasized to General Chiu that we thought it 

was important that that this be a free election and that it be as honest and as clean an 

election as it is possible to have ina country that is in war and of course it im. has ;had as 
and 

little political experience/ election processes as Vietnam. I think its fair to say that we 

can't have the standards which you apply in that area cannot be the same as you Plight apply 

in Waterloo, ;Iowa. Its a different world and a different experience. But what I emphasized 

the import11.nce was the election be open, competitive, that there ought to be hopefully 

unity in the ranks of the military; that we were not so concerned as to who won as far as the 

United States is concerned as to how the victory was won. And I want to make that clear that 
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we did not ... we're not picking candidates ..... we didn't emphasize .... I didn't emphasize 

who we thought should win but rather how the process wasa conducted, the election 

process. In other words, make sure that the opposition in an election, that the respective 

candidates had a chance to present their case ; police methods were not used to deny that 

that insofar as it ;is possible in a country that is under such ;duress as Vietnam is that 

there be an opportunity for the opposition to get around and not to have its views distorted 
to inform Gen. Chiu 

and not to have its views denied publication and expression. I thought it was my duty/, of our 
and I did so 

concern about the quality of the democratic process ;in a friendly, understanding manner. 

I think it was helpful. I think that he expressed his .... to me his views that this was a 

high priority insofar as he was concerned. jWe talked about many candidates and many 

people in public life, military and civilian. I don't quite know what's going to come out of 

this and I make no predictions. I do know that it is very very important and he felt that it 

was important that the election process be as good as possible. This is one way to weaken 

the Vietcong and one way to get a ,government in which there is, whoever is elected, broad 

civilian participation and that was another x:ppicnt point that I emphasized. 

By the way, present with General Chiu was I believe his name was Mr. Hahn, 

the Minister of Economy, who is extremely able man, very forthright, candid, talked to us 

about the economic problems in Vietnam, transportation, communications, port facilities 

the whole subject of the movement of food and supplies into remote areas and the problems 

they were having in some of these matters and also what they did do to overcome it. I asked 

him about, frankly, pilfering in the warehouses and on the ports. At the ports. You know 

better than I do because you are here that much of the conjestion in the Saigon port for example 

~~1 is overcome. That's a thing pretty much of the past. I think he told us that there werelbarges 

in the ports now since they do unloading out away from the docks, the ;number of barges is 
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at a minimum. Some months ago there were at least a thousand; today there are around 

90 unloaded. jThat is, that is the ;nonnal flow. The mainp' problem of course that we have 

sensed back home that you have written about and rightly so because we ought to know is the 

amount of theft, pilfering that goes on. He informed me that stringent measures had been 
insofar 

taken. Of course, we have insisted on this,IXID<fEr as American goods are concerned 

and within the last ten days new orders had been strict orders of the most stringent and 
had 

severe type;heen issued even to , I think its fair to say to shoot to kill. To make sure that 
some 

this stops and there has been;improvement and there undoubtedly will be more. I can only say 

what I have been told on that; I have no personal knowledge beyond it. 

The other aspects Bi that ....... I know you want to ask some questions. I'll 

just run down the line here a little lum bit. In my visit with the Vice President of Nationalist 
that 

China we talked about some matters/we talked about in Washington. By the way, two men 

that have come recently to the United States that have made a tremendous impression are 

Prime Minister Clrung who came irom Korea and had visits with top leaders in our government 

and I think his visit was very fruitful for Korea. And secondly, Vice President Yen of 

Nationalist China. He made a hit in the United States. There's no doubt about it. He spoke 

to the ~ Councillors of the Council of Foreign Affairs in New York and was 

.cross-examined ma from a very critical audience and did a magnificent job jand he carried 
I think 

his .case;to the American people forthrightly and effectively. We're working closely with 

the Republic of China on technical assistance, as you know, :Rx1aa. Project Vanguard is one 
Nationalist China 

of the projects in which we are _cooperating with/ in the sending out of agriculture teams and 

other technicians in other parts of the world. Its there initiative. Our cooperation primarily 

comes from some funding out of the moneys that come from PL-480. Other than that they do 

the job. They have done one of the best jobs in_ technical assistance and agriculture of any 
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country. I think its tops. Possibly this and Israel the two countries that have done as good 

or better than anybo:dy else. They actually send out farmers; not just people with Ph.Ds. 

They send out people to show them how to do the job, ::m:11Qa not just to talk about it butxmixiec. right 

on out and do the job. Its been very good and they will expand this effort and we have been 

working in close cooperation."Vd:l:iK They also send a Ph.D, I might add. There is nobody 
and 

opposed to that . They have a balanced team. The other thing that they are working onjwhich 

we talked about ~ cooperation. It isn't any sensational piece of information but it is their 

vegetable research institute, which is of course very important in this part of the world for 

crop diversification and we are now in a cooperative relationship trying to work out details 

on that. 

We had discussions about what is going on in Mainland China, as best to gain 
that 

whatever information I could :tH from people/lllbo are close to_ this subject . What's going on 

in Hong Kong , and I might add that the information thatwas in the morning paper as I read of 

the Estate in ;the Communist China losing out in ;the power struggle. If this is 

confirmed I hesitate to say because I don't l<n.ow. But I gather that it is a fact that this matter 

the day before I read about it ;here, the Vice President of China was telling me that ;he was 

sure that this was one of the big power struggles that was taking place and ;that he had a 

pretty good idea how it was coming out because of lthe charges and counter charges that had 

been flying around Hong Kong as to who was really behind the so-called "riot" but who was 

behind the "riots" and who was behind the leaders of the rioters. I a:sked whether or not 

it was his view that Hong Kong would ..... that communist China would t ry to take over. 

He doubted that. The Vice President doubted that. He said he of course didn't have any way 

to know other than to surmise but he saw that he doubted that that would be the case however 
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there has been some influx of capital into Taiwan because of the uncertainty~ in that 

area of Hong Kong. There seems to be a tremendous interest, by the way, greatly expanded 

interest of capital in.vesnnent in Taiwan and I have a feeling that Koreans feel that they may 

likewise benefit from some of this uncertainty that exists in that part of the world. 

Now, let's see if there is anything else. I think that that is about it. I just gave 

this as sort of fillers to whet your appetite and if you want to ask a few questions. Oh yes, 

I did want to mention to you that I did have a very fine _conversation with the Prime Minister 

of Japan. ;He , our visit, I .filled in to the best of my ability the Prime Minister on ;the 

Kosygin visit. The ;men lmD. that were here were very interested in that visit and I 

did come well prepared for it ~ for that discussion knowing that they would be 

We discussed ;the Middle East. We discussed regional cooperation. We looked at Japan and I 
activity 

expressed this quite candidly for a great deal of/aorta.,. and initiative in the whole subject 

matter of economic assistance and technical ;assistance , political and economic initiative 

in Free Asia and I did say to all of the leaders that I thought this was the most propitious 

time for American cooperation because the President of the United States, and I think I 

mentioned this earlier but I want to repeat it: President Johnson does have a great and 

sincere and deep interest in Free Asia. He feels and I ;think rightly so that what happens in 

this part of the world DJi in coming years is g-Oing to kaxK condition everything that happens 
every 

intbe other jpart jJf the world. And lest I be misunderstood, this does not mean that :i we are 

less interested ;j.n Europe that I recently visited because we are vitally intereste~t 
and politics 

Europe is made .a up of men and women in management and financE{ and{education and all 

aspects of life that are seasoned, experienced -old hands at it and relatively stable govern_-

ments. Europe is very independent today as some of you men IIIEJ know I reported on ;my 

trip when I came back . It has a new sense of purpose and vitality in terms of the unification 
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of Europe. I think Europe is beginning to understand the great importance of regional 

cooperation and unification and will be a strong competitor, may I say, for this part of the 

world. But it is in this area, in the ASPAC area, of the nine or ten countries that were 

associated in ASPAC where I think you're going to see the greatest spetacular advance in 

the next decade. And its because of our feelings about this that we're trying to become 

better acquainted here. That is, those of us vdul that are the political officers; ~ot the 
in Asia. I don't claim to be. 

specialists. I am ;not a specialist/ I'm a political man and I want to be knowledgeable about 
that 

the menjvdul are doing things here, the people that are in charge; those that are coming up 
that of 
DliO will be in charge. Some knowledge of the labor movement,/the business community of 

the finance community, of the political community and how these men operate, what the forces 
are at 

are that/work here. Every day, every visit, every day I have here is an orientation course, and 
more or less 

I must say it is;1.ike going back to a seminar after you've, in order to be updated. Most 

people need to do that. Alright, yes Sir. 
anything 

Q. Robert Trumbull, NYT: Can you tell uey'JDI:XIliR about what went on in this meeting this 

morning? yourself, Mr. Yen 

A. I don't feel that I'm at liberty to talk much about the details of it. I only would say this 

that I thought it was a very constructive and helpful meeting. It was not a tea party even 

though it was aa :boirl friendly gathering. Those present were the Prime Minister of Japan, 

the Vice President of the Rep'!lhlic of China, the Prime Minister of Korea, the President of 
XK subject 

Korea and myself. We all participated in a broad range of discussion around the Jti<s»l&lklm 
whole 

Bimatters here that I have talked about with a great deal of emphasis:xm upon the/subject 

of economic development in this part of the world and how to get at it, and;not just e.conomic 

development in these countries but lax. Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, the Mekong area, what 

happens after Vietnam, You know it will be over some day and you have to be thinking ahead 
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I might add, gentlemen, that I have emphasized while I have been here that my country, the 

United States has taken on tremendous responsibilities in terms of security for this part of 

the world; that is we are in security alliances. Tbis administration hasn't signed any ;new 

treaties for that. The only 1I1Dfl treaties that we've signed are treaties of peace, so to 

speak, test ban treaties, and space treatiess to prevent nuclear weapons in space and orbiting 

x ~ and weapons of mass destruction. We haven't made any new alliances but 

we do have a ;mutual assistance security pact VldJbch with Japan; we do have a mutual security 

pact with Korea . We do have a ;mutual security pact with the Republic of China. We do have 

our relationships XliJi:Ja under SEA TO and our obligations. So the United States bas taken on 
a tremendous 
l!hilecresponsibility and heavey burden as I have sai<V~ in terms of security. 

Therefore we expect others to take on their share of thexxm economic and social burden. 

There is a limit to what any one country can do. And I ;have made, I mean we want to be a 

cooperating partner but in this part of the world those who are industrially productive and 

active have an extra responsibility and of course we are pleased to see what Japan is doing 

and Indonesia; the interest Japan is taking ;in other parts of the Far East. Her renewed 

relationships with Korea and by the way I am of the opinion that this visit of Prime Minister 

Sato here was very very helpful. I am not privy to the personal conversation between the 

two leaders, President Park and Prime Minister Sato but I would imagine this would have given 

an opportunity for them to discuss many things of mutual concern. 

Q. Leon Daniel, UPI: Do you feel that Prime Minister' Sato's attendance at jthis meeting 

today might indicate Japan is willing or showing some willingness to assume more of an 

economic and social role in Vietnam? 

their 
A. I couldn't say what It means in terms of/relationships with Korea. As I said, my 



Page 13 
discussions 
with the Pr9me Minister were on a broad range of subjects , not the most important of 

which was Vietnam. We discussed other matters to even a larger degree. It was the PM 

I think: was pleased that we had a chance to talk about subjects which relate to Japan's role 

as a worl power. Japna is a world power. There is no doubt about that , it is a major power 

and we ought to be in close consultative process with her all the time. Therefore, I saw fit 

to share as every intimate detail that I had about the Kosygin visit with President Johnson. 

I thought it was important that that visit be clearly understood; what happened and what -didn't 

happen. Also~ I had my opportunity to talk with the PM about the role of Japan hopefully as 

we would encourage it in terms of economic assistance in this part of the world and to extend 

a note of thanks by the way to Japan to PM Sato for his help on, for his cooperation on the 

Kennedy Round and the matter of food aid. We discussed this and we reviewed the ME situation 

without XX&JIBX coming to any conclusions. I XlDXll mean I merely explained what how we saw 
as 

the resolutions in the UN and the activities that were taking place there/from our vantage 

point from where we are and listen to what he had to say. 

Q. Martin Agronsky, ~BS: Did you raise with any of these people the question of how to 

end this war in Vietnam and do you think it will end some day? 

A. Well, when we discuss an area like VJietnam, Martin, we also not only dis.cuss current 
hopefully about 

events but;how ;you can change the meaning of current events. We obviously talked/what 

possibilities there might be for ending the war; yest, for bringing it to a conclusion and a 

conclusion that preserved a right of free choice and self-determination for jSouth Vietnam. 

Q. Agronsky: We .. , since we are absolutely on dead center on the matter at home, did 

they have any creative or anything new to propose on what could be done? 
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No Sir. 

A. I don't think so I I think that most of us have seen those that I discussed this with 

in some detail recognize that it is not, that there aren't any easy solutions to it, that 1lblea!ra 

most of them were seeking information as to whether we had any way to bring it to an end 

I think you know that in the President's discussions with Mr. Kosygin that nothing came out of 
that 

1dmlxH:s discussion or those discussions that could be . definitive or give a us any new 

line or new hopes in reference to Vietnam at this sta,ge, anyway. 

Q. Agronsky: Did Sato have any evaluations on what is happening in China? 

A. I think it is best for me to just say that we tried to pool what limited information that we 
have 
mm on China and I would be I wa.s candid with them as I'm going to be with you right now 

that the US searches for that information from every source that we can find it or get it and 

we look to our friends and allies to~ help provide us with information ~ Frankly, none 

of them have very much. jThese jpolice states are rather difficult to penetrate; not only 

China but North Korea and North Vietnam. The 

Q. Agronsky: Mr. Vice President, in light of the Chinese Communist nuclear developments, 

H -bombs, the whole world must change for for all the people, the whole future. 

A. All the more reason our relations be on the most friendly, most open frank basis with 

mor~han sporadic consultation, continuity of consultation. on what we know, what we seek to 

do what others are doing; without any straight jacket. I mean no one being t old what to do 

but to share information. 

It is 
Q. Agronsky:/ Against that background Mr. Vice President that I raise this question 

on Sato 4
S evaluation. 



Page 15 

A. I prefer to let Mr. Sato answer that question himself. He bas enough problems in 

Japan without me complicating them. 

Q. Lou Chioffe, ABC: E Mr. Vice President, do you think Mr. Sato has expressed 

any satisfaction that he is satisfied himself that the US is doing everyting in its power to 

end this war in VJ ietnam? 

A. Well, Mr. Sato is a very discreet man and he didn't chastise me or the US for anyting 

u 
we are doing. He expressed considerable interest in what we are doing and; I would say my 

dis.cussions with him were very helpful in terms of the possibility of a forthcoming visit that 

he may have with the President some time later on this year. I had a feeling that my ;visit 

here with PM Sata had as its prime purpose or good if there was any good to come of it and I 

hope that there is a kind of opening of the issues that we have on our respective agendas DJi 

that we would like to talk about, that we need to talk more about, that we need to resolve 

and that we need to work towards and many times my visits are related towards visits of 

others and I think it is fair to say that my trip to Europe was designed not only to get me more 

acquainted with Europe but hopefully to review the problems there and bring them back and IOOr 
could 

put them on the appropriate des.ka in Washington so that others when they followed through~ 

be somewhat better informed and at the same time 1m that those that I talked to would know 

what we were concerned about so there is a kind of preparitory step . 

difference between 
Q. John Roderick, AP: Were you called on to explain;the sudden end of the :Middle East 

War and the continuing war in Vietnam, if it is 

of 
A. No. ~ If I bad;been I coulctp&sxi:d have said 1dxattktt that that man with t he 

patch had a lot to do with it but I was not. No, we didn't go into that in any great detail. 
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really 

The past is prologue on that Middle East. What isj.concerning all of the ;men that we 

visit with about this is how what happens now. I mean there are a series of resolutions in 

the UN, there is the Soviet resolution, there is the non-aligned resolution, there is the 

Lating American resolution, there is a rash of new ones, I understand today that !-wasn't 

fully knowledgeable about but what are the factors that can make for a durable peace in 

that area and what, if anything, can be done by those we were talking to here to make 
just 

a contribution to it? I think it is better for me/to tell you in all candor that it was an 

informative discussion. We, I didn't come here with any~ we are SO-

much involved in, after all it was Kosygin and President Johnson that met. The US bas 

an involvement in the middle East if for no other reason because we are accused but we ;have 

an~ interest in ;that area and therefore we are in a vantage point for observation and for 

opinions about it and I was sharing those observations and opinions and what our purpose was. 

Quite candidly, everyone of the men with whom I talked of course, the Prime Minister of 

Japan was a very important member of that. 

Q. Lou Chioffe, ABC: Mr. Vice President, in your discussions with General Chieu was 

there any discussion of the possible reverse effects of the elections in the sense that the 

idea of having free elections was to give the people of Vietnam change, and out of these 

constitutional elections and the presidential elections the winners will !probably be Chieu and 

Ky who Will probably be ancient rulers, if you will. The previous rulers of Vietnam and the 

people will think that nothing is really changed. Here again another of the program. 

A. Well, I didn't predict who the winners would be. That's where we start. I think that .-. , 
j... At)" h o'i'"' 5A \'I *'f 

prediction is a little early. ~who will or who won't. What is roost important would 

...aeem. 
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would seem to me for me to say was that the American people and the government of those 

people , the US government, is concerned about the legitimacy of the election process. 

We happen to believe that this political process is very very important VIe are rleeply concerned 

about the emphasis that needs to be placed upon pacification., not only by armies but by 

civilians. We a_re interested XJUi in and concerned about a composition of a government. 

Whoever wins that government, what will be the relationships to the civilian authorities or tbe 

civilian participation? And that was the emphasis and ~hope that emphasis would be conveyed 

back to the proper people in S~gon. 

Q. Chioffe: Mr. Vice President, doesn't the legitimacy of the elections immediately cast 

a doubt by the simple fact that it is the Army that assures a free election and that the two 

leaders of the Army are running for the two top positions? 

A. Well, I can't draw an;y such conclusion right off the bat because there are changes 

for example in ;the police power of the Chief of Police recently in Saigon. I don't know whether 

it is Chieu and Ky are going to resign and take off uniforms as others have and run as civilians 

or whether they are going to run as military. We don't know lyet. We don't know, for 

example, if there was any understanding as to the division of power between the two men, 

the present chief of state and the PM. Ky said that he was going to have control of the army. 

Well, I'll tell you, I've been Vice President and one thing I find you don't control much. 

There may be much difference in this part of the world. I just can't speak with any knowledge 

about what those arrangements will be but this ;is very important and I tried to find out from 

Gene_ral Chieu if he had any information on it and quite candidly he didn't have .any information 

on :itx this particular matter. I must say that I don't believe Gen. Chieu was particularly 

surprised by what happened that many of us back in the States bave been led to believe that 
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the strong man in \J ~etnam was Ky. jWe constantly forget that there is what you kind of 

call collective leadership and spokesman and when I came back in February from Vietnam 

a year and a half ago,! see li one or two friends here, and I want you to check that record, 

I said that the man that seemed to he, that had the real strength in VJietnam was Chieu, 

Thieu. He was the chief of state; he was E1B quiet but he ;bad the numbers in the directorate 
Ky Ky 

amongst the generals. 'TI.t:Jiml was the spokesman, '111:iaawas the activitist, but Chieu llli!B{1dB 

for example when we wanted to talk about certain matters that needed ta- be done that I bad 

been sent there to talk about relating to port, relating ta- inflation and relating to other things 

I was told almost q\lietly and I may say almost surreptiously that maybe you'd better talk to 

the chief of state about this. When I look back now I shouldn't have been at all surprised that 

this happened, that this combination ..... now from one point of view that this is fortuitous 
at least 

namely, that the military/as j>f this IJDIXWiqJ Sunday does ;not divide. It could be catastrophic 
conflict 

if the ;military got into dividional,lor political. conflict. But what this will ultimately mean down 

the line, how Chieu and Ky are going to a.rrange, keep their arrangements, I cannot predict. 

But I have a feeling that we have a pretty good Ambassador there that is keeping an eye on it 

and I klonrnoticed in the morning cables that Bunker had, that Ambassador Bunker had already 

been making calls. And I did indicate to Gen. Chieu that we did not send Ambassada-r Bunker 

there just to change names, that he was .considered by the President to be one of the most 

able IJUix Ambassadors that we had , particularly in relationship to this n x:XidK civilian 

and military cooperatioll/ that he had his baptismal firtn this in the Dominican Rep\lhlic and 

he'd had some other experiences that were very good and that he -vmx had the complete 

confidence of the President of the United States. And that Ambassador Bunker would be 

interested in encouraging and hopefully developing a kind of relationships there that would 

lead to civilian and military cooperation. Now you can't direct people. We don't have that 

authority and I couldn't forsee what the future would have. I was trying to draw out of the 
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