
by Hubert H. Humpbr~y 

Vice President of the United States 

There is no monopoly on wisdom in 
high places in government. We need 
to hear from you who work every 
day in the vineyards of . .justice. We 
need to hear from you trial lawyers 
who are competent, trained, and 
skilled; who are astute and sensitive 
observers of American society. 

Today our nation is rent and ,torn 
by violence and disorder in many 
places. The violence and disorder that 
we read of, that we witness on tele­
vision, may even touch our own com­
munities-and our own lives. 
· We frequently speak of our rights 

as American citizens. We need people 
who know how to defend those rights, 
and at the same time how to teach 
people about their responsibilities. 
There are no freedoms without duties. 

Citizenship in this great republic of 
ours is a high privilege. But it carries 
with it exacting responsibilities. Every­
thing we do, every word we say, af-· 
fects our own nation's destiny and 
that of the whole world. 

Violent Change 

Restlessness, disorder, and violence 
are all too prevalent in today's world, 
add not only in America. Most of the 
world is going through a period of 
turmoil, of violent and often revolu­
tionary change. 

A revolution of rising expectations 
is going on throughout the world­
not just in . Asia, Africa, and Latin 
America, but in the United States as 
well . 

When we talk about "rising expecta­
tions," we must talk not only about 
Asia, but about Harlem, Detroit, Mil­
waukee, Birmingham, and other 
American cities. This is a fact of our 
·imes-in America as well as over­
,eas. There is no way you or I can 
escape the impact of that fact. 

Television has ·changed our living. 
No longer can poverty or wealth be 
hidden. The graphic impact of the TV 
screen has changed the thought pat­
terns, habits, and indeed the cultures 
of nations and peoples. 

The President has often spoken of 
the two Americas. There is the Amer­
ica of you and me and the great 
majority of . our people-of people 
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who live a good life, who enjoy the 
unalienable rights of life, liberty, and 
the pursuit of happiness. 

But there is a second America­
the other America of the sixth of our 
people. who are poor. In it live mil­
lions of Negroes, Mexican-Americans, 
Puerto Ricans-yes, and "poor 
whites" of Anglo-Saxon stock. 

There is a second trend we must 
all recognize-urbanization. Today, 
75· per cent of Americans live in urban 
areas. By the end of the century, 
according to population projections, 
85 per cent of our people will prob­
ably be .living in large cities. 

Testing Place . 

The city will be the testing place 
of our civilization and of the rule 
of law on which it rests. We will meet 
that test or fail it in our cities. 

The cities need help. I speak to 
lawyers, because you have the train­
ing and experience and skill to help 
remake them. 

We can't run away any longer. The 
suburb that we run to has the same 
problems as the city we left. 

There is urgent need for state legis­
latures to grant to municipalities and 
metropolitan areas greater powers of 
self-government, greater powers to 
raise revenue. I stress also the im­
portance of close cooperation between 
city and state, and between the fed­
eral government and the cities and 
states. 

Partnership is essential. The old 
animosities, the old hostilities, the old 
demagoguery of pitting federal gov­
ernment vs. state government and state 
government vs. local government are 
dangerous and could be ruinous. No­
body wins and only our citizens can 
lose. 

As a former city mayor, I can tell 
you that many city charters are totally 
inadequate as basic instruments of 
government:-lf there were half as 
much interest in America in the re­
organization of metropolitan govern­
ments as there is in the reorganization 
of the federal government, we would 
be doing much better. 

I't seems to be more difficult to 
amend ·a city charter than to climb 
Mount Everest without an oxygen 
tank. The time · is at hand for state 
and local governments to take a good 
look at th~ir constitutions and char-

ters, their basic instruments of power 
and responsibility. 

You lawyers understand such legal 
documents,· you know how to write 
them, you know how to argue cases 
with great skill before judges and 
juries and committees. The bar must 
take the lead in this work. 

Violence Condemned 

It is apparent that the greatest dan­
ger to America at home today is an· 
"ism" that has not often been identi­
fied and labelled. The "ism" that is 
really penetrating America at home 
is not communism, but slumism. 

Slums are broken-down neighbor­
hoods with broken people-people 
who are victims of deprivation, who 
have the feeling of being helplessly 
locked in, who are filled with the kind 
of bitterness and hopelessness that can 
grow to hate and then to violence. It 
is in these slums that the fate of our 
nation and our system of freedom, 
justice and democracy may be settled. 

But the existence of injustice to our 
fellow human beings can never bring 
us to condone violence, lawlessness, 
hate, arson and murder. For this 
would be the beginning of the end­
of our free society. 

What are you going to do about it? 
The government and the people need 
your advice, your counsel, your 
tremendous abilities as advocates and 
negotiators. The. bar cannot run from 
these problems any longer. 

The easiest thing in the world is 
to clean out a city block and recon­
struct the buildings. The most difficult 
thing is to help the residents find a 
new and better life. That is why pro­
grams like Head Start, programs of 
education and recreation are so im­
portant. 

Crime in the Streets 

What is it that seems to cause the 
gravest concern today? It is what peo­
ple call "crime in the streets." Some 
of it is due to racial tensions, some 
not. We know the facts, but we 
haven't been able yet to put them to­
gether in a pattern which seems to fit 
all the situations. 

I have studied-as you all have, 
I am sure-the report of the National 
Crime Commission. I would like you 
to think for a moment of the themes 
that -run through it The obvious on.e, 
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.:~f crime prevention, i~ of para­
tt importance. Of equal weight, 
ver, is the fact that our system of 
nal justice must itself be just and 
have the respect and coopera­

)f all citizens. 
1less the critical shortage of 
ed people throughout the criminal 
:e system-police officers, case 
:ers skilled and trained in the so­
service field,_ patrol officers-is 
ced, unless there is greater respect 
•n for law in this country, it will 
.ore difficult every week and every 
th naintain our system of 
:e. 
lese are major problems to which 
organization ought to , direct its 
1tion. · · ·- ~ -

:ost important, substantially great­
aancial resources must be devoted 
nproving the entire criminal jus­
system. 
>meone once said: "Money isn't 
ything." When I think of the 
ic loss that comes from violence 
crime and what might have been 
~ if we had only taken preventive 
sures in time, r think how foolish 
ideas of economy are. 
ly friends, let me leave you with 
critical-thought: there is no agree­
tt on the causes of violence today, 
:h less on how to prevent it. 
am here ·to ask you of the trial 
to give your constructive thought 

vhat causes this violence that seems 
>ermeate the entire social structure 
his nation, and what we should do 
ut it. 
iovernment alone cannot do this 
. You trial lawyers must help to do 
for you are committed to justice 
an. 

fhe ; that you have become 
)'ers, respected in your state, 
:epted in your nation, trusted by 
Jr clients, and honored by the 
1rts, imposes a responsibility on you 
beyond that imposed on others. 

( want the word to spread through 
.tr ranks that, just as you work for 
d defend the rights of the people 
this country, so also you are going 
talk to the people of their respon­
ilities. Above all, you are going to 
' to it that this. Republic is what 
: say it is: "One nation under God, 
iivisible, with liberty and justice for .. 
It can be no less. 0 
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EXCERPI'S OF REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY July 24, 1967 
TO AMERICAN TRIAL LAWYERS, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 

(opening remarks) 

Jury system, I know you support our jury system. You 

believe in the right of trial by jury and that in the 

long run that that system brings more justice to more 

people than any other system. I believe in the jury system, 

too. I have to plead my own case. I go out to the 

American Jury system and do my very best to plead not 

guilty and to generate as much sympathy as possible. 

You are the jury, and I am the defense lawyer and I will 

do my best to defend my case. I am here at my own 

invitation. That is one way sure to get your attendance. 

I do know you got together in Honolulu recently. On two 

other occasions, I have been invited . Each time I hoped 

that I could come ... I intend to be in New England next 

week so I will not be able to be around but I happen 

to be here this weekend and I just happen to have stopped 

in, so lean back now, I am going to give it to you ... 

I want to talk to you about some items 

that are close to the work that I try to perform. I 

come to you because you are not just gifted lawyers but 

you are also good citizens, and if there ever was a time 

when the American people need to think through the American 
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responsibilities of American citizenship, that time 

is now. When we speak of our rights as American citizens, 

we also need to have people who know how to defend those 

rights. Teach people about our responsibilities. There 

are no freedoms without duties. There is no law or 

leadership without heavy responsibilities of duties. 

There is no role of leadership without heavy responsibili­

ties. I think this and what you no ... This generation 

more than any other must accept the responsibilities 

of the freedoms and rights we carry ... that means you 

are privileged to have a title that is the envy of 

the world. Better to be citizens of this republic than 

emperor or king or chairman or prime minister or whatever 

title, yet when one if a citizen of this country, he has 

responsibilities that are exacting. 

Everything we do, everything we say, 

every act that we perform reflects upon our character 

and that of our nation. 

I believe that Abraham Lincoln was 

right. He was a prophet as well as a president. He 

was a great prophet and a great president, and he said, 
11This is the last best hope on earth." He prefaced 

that when speaking of our own country by saying, "we shall 

either meanly lose it or nobly save it." I don't think it 

is child-like sentimentality to speak in those words ... 
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Freedom does not automatically survive -- it will 

only survive if we make it so. Freedom is a precious 

and fragile commodity, a very ~ragile plant, it requires 

constant care, constant nourishment, this is why the 

nation's have to ... 
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Every so often, I learn from people and you do too , 

the Vietnamese are trying to do too much, spreading 

ourselves too thin. I am aff aid that these areveople 

with little faith, and more than ~I ~~gret to say 

people of little understanding. We cannot d o that unless 

we fail to do everything worthwhile . What we must doJ 

is what we must do. In order to give some sense 

of direction to the energies of mankind . Not because 

we are superior people, because we are not. Not because 

we are people chosen as an elite, because we are not . 

We are ~equired to do greatthings in this world we 

and to make sacrifices at home because we are fortunate 

in good~ in riches. Much has been given and 

much is expected of it. 

Now my friends about 2! years the Pres . spoke at Howard Univ. 

He spoke of true America. The America that we enjoy. 

There is all second America, the minority America. 

It is the minority of the poo?of the victims of degredatio~ 

inhabitance of the ghettoes. The President went on 

to say you cannot have tiD Americas, one America and 

one citizenship. Rights andfduties 

citizen. 
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You cannot have two kinds of citizenship, two kinds of 

America. One America - one citizenship and it must be 

an America and a citizenship of equal opportunities of 

equal protection of the law in which there are rights 

and duties to every citizen. And it is from that premise 

that we work today. It is k indly to say this because our 

nation today is ripped and torn by violence and disorder 

in many cities. And the violence and disorder that we now 

witness, see and read of, ¢1 so often touches our 

communities and our lives, is but a saturated expression of the 

lawlessness and disorder and violence and crime that is all 

too prevalent in our modern society. And not just in 

American society, there is a world in turmoil. A world in 

change and a violent revolutionary change. 

And what we need more than anything else, 

my fellow Americans, is perspective. We need to put 

everything in its proper relationship. We need to remember 

that there are rising expectations not in Latin America, 

in Asia, but all over the worldij and in the United States 

as well. We need to remember that television has changed 

everything. You can no longer hide poverty or wealth. 

The picture has changed the graphic impact of the picture. 

The picture has literally changed the thought patterns and 

habits and cultures of nations and people. Many Americans 

like to indicate in their thinking that wiser pronouncements 

are in this period. That this is the period of pronouncements. 

The period of rising expectations and talk about Latin America, 
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and Asia, rather than talking about Newark, or Cincinnati, 

Minneapolis, or Birmingham or some other place. Rising 

expectations represent a fact of our time and there is 

no way that you can escape that fact. Now there is 

something else that we should realize in our time . 

Organization . 

People know this i a a urban-oriented 

society . This is a society today in which 75% live 

in cities . Our population projections say that in ten 

years 80% will live in cities and by the end of the 

century 85% will be living in large cities . Actually, 

the city will be the test of this civilization . We can 

make it or lose it in our cities . We have the capacity 

of representative government in our cities 

This is not to say that those in rural 

communities will not have responsibilities or will be less 

tried and tested . It is only that when 85% of people 

live in cities, the fate of democracy will be settled 

there. Therefore, we need to learn how to govern these 

cities . As a former teach of political science, I could 

tell you the urgent need of state legislature to grant 

municipalities greater power of self- government, and we 

recognize the importance of cooperation between city and 

state . . . 

It will be a testimony of man 1 s creative 

ability . The ult imate in his character . Cities should be 

rich not only in culture but in simply things of life. 
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And I speak to lawyers who can help make these cities. 

You can't run away any longer~ 

The suburb that you run to has the same 

problems as the city that you left. Suburbs that were 

created 25 years ago now have the social strives ... we 

run and run away from our p~~it problems only to find 

out we are in a vicious circle. 

In my little town where we now live, 

Waverly, Minnesota, It did cause me to note the wonderful 

opportunity for a good life in rural America, providing that 

people in rural America do want to make it a good life. 

And whether or not it lives or dies, depends on whether you 

want that small community to. It comes down to the matter 

of where you want to live. The fact of rising expectations, 

large cities, the fact that these cities are in dire trouble 

and totally inadequate; and if there was half as much 

interest today in reorganization of local government as 

there is in reorganization of Federal government, we would 

have a much better America. The Federal government is 

constantly being reorganized under statutory laws granted 

by the Congress. 

I have been mayor of a city for almost two 

terms, and it is more dif ficult to amend a city charter than 

it is to climb Mt. Everest without an oxygen tank. 

The time is at hand for state and local 

government to take a good look at the basic power structure 

and the governing documents and the responsibilities, and 
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and be more cognizant and demand a more working partnership 

among all levels of government . 

Now, what is the fact that seems to 

grip most of us today? They call it crime in the streets. 

And this morning when I pick up the paper and read about 

all the violence, some of it due to racial tension, some 

of it not, there isn't anything about this we don't know 

in terms of some of the facts. We just haven't been able 

to put the facts together, to fit all the circumstances. 

I have, just as you have, the National Crime Commission 

Report, and ilike reports, it has its limitations and it 

also has its assets . But these are some of the facts: 

Over 7 million people come in contact with one of the 

agencies in the U. S. of criminal justice each year, and 

that means that you are involved, as a lawyer ; over 400,000 

are confined in any one day in correctional institutions, 

that is almost as many men as we have in Vietnam . The 

cost of operating them is over one billion dollars a year . 

The crime cost and poverty alone was running over three 

billion dollars in lost property before this recent t rouble. 

The incidence of crime is highest in the ages 15-21 . And the 

15 year olds commit more of the crimes than anyother group in 

our nation (50% of burglaries) . Most crimes of violence are 

committed by people who know each other against members 

of their own race. This is one of the manifestations of 

our present t iot. Recently a few more are inter-racial. 
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The Crime Commission report has several themes to it 

and I want you to give your thought to tt these themes. 

Of course the obvious one is that crime prevention is 

most important . That is not new to you or anybody else, 

but we say it and don't always do all we ought to about it. 

The system of criminal justice it must have the respect and 

cooperation of all~citizens. This takes a great deal of 

understanding and patience. People want to have people proven 

guilty before the trial. Even though the basis of our system 

of justice is that a man is innocent until proven guilty. 

Thoughout the criminal justice system better trained people 

are desperately needed. There are critical shortages today 

of nearly everyone involved in the system of justice. Post 

offices all across America, a shortage. Either a shortage in 

terms of those who are authorized as compared to those who can 

be recruited. Or put in another way, you recruit fewer than 

the city council authorizes. And I predict to you unless 

something is done about this, unless there is greater respect 

for law in this country, it is going to be more difficult 
month 

every week t~ and every ~ii~ to get people of competence 

and of any ability to serve as a police officer. It is a 

major problem that this organization ought to direct its 

attention. We need more case workers, that are skilled in 

serving in the social services. More police officers that 

are trained and we need to take a good look at our own 

educational system, in terms of whether or not education 

w relevant to the needs of our people and to whether or not 

it provides the basic training for people to serve in this 

system of justice that is ours. 
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And I think it fair to say that the Crime Commission Report 

also emphasized that there is a far far range of treatment 
than 

that is needed t~ the present correctional system provided . 

The need of access to betterinformation as used in research 

is vital and finally, that substantially greater financial 

resources must be devoted to improving t he entire criminal 

justice system. Now that gets right down to it. Somebody 

once said, "money isn't everything," and another chap said, 

"yes, but it runs a close second best." You cannot have 

law enforcement, and an efficient system of justice, you 

cannot have good government at bargain-counter prices. 

Impossible. Utterly impossible. And when I think of the 

tragic loss that comes in a wave of violence and crime, 

and what might have been done had we taken steps ahead of 

time to prevent it, I think how foolish our ideas are or 

become. 

Now we have programs in the government today, and I want 

to just call to your attention one act that I urge you 

to take a good look at and give it your support if you can, 

and if possible, your advice and counsel : the Safe Streets 

and Crime Control Act of 1967. It passed out of the House 

Judiciary Committee. Congressman Celler and his committee 

have done a good job. It stands before House Rules Committee 

waiting for a rule to take it up to the House. The Senate 

as yet has not acted, it is still having hearings. I wish 
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that we could be as prompt in our action in Safe Streets 

and Crime Control Act as we were on the Anti-Riots Bill. 

Many people are not at all sure that that bill is going to 

be very effective, but we do know that the Safe Streets 

and Crime Control Act comes after years of research. It 

provides and establishes an - office of law enf orcement 

and criminal justice in the Department of Justice. It provides 

grants up to 90% to the s avings of the city, and regional 

and metropolitan bodies to assist them to develop plans 

to improve their police force and correctional system. 

It provides grants up to 60% to ~~~~~~i support a school 

program. These are to encourage new programs against 

street violence, juvenile delinquency and organized crime. 

Here are some examples: better t raining for criminal 

justice personnel, special street lighting, and new public 

alarm system, two-way radio and multiple police networks, 

new informational techniques, and personnel. This is what 

is needed. We still operate our p~ttii law enf orcement 

instrumentalities as if they were carried over from the 

19th century . Half-force coordination, inadequate means 

of communication, lack of crime laboratories, lack of adequate 

for police personnel, and lack of personnel i t self. That act 

provides grants up to 50% for the constructing of new physical 

facilities, crime laboratories, community correction centers, 

police academies. My goodness we spend a fortune in Westpoint, 

Annapolis, the Air Force Academy, the Coast Guard, Merchant 

Marine Academy, to train people for our national security. 
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Our national security is threatened inside America as well 

as outside . (applause) 

I submit that when we have police trying to serve that are 

better organized, professional competence, as their 

heritage, then there will be greater ~espect for the man 

who carries the badge. Just as there is greater respect 

for graduates from Westpoint in the Armed Services, or 

Annapolis, or Air Force, etc. Professionalism, effluence , 

The same act authorizes the Attorney General to make research 

grants up to 100% for public agencies, or instit utions 

of higher education. To establish institutes for research 

and education in law enforcement and criminal justice . Now 

those are the main features of that bill, and yet it 

sits in the Congress. And we arehearing all kinds of things 

today from Washington, everybody has got a program about what 

we ought to do about the riots. Well my fellow Americans, 

there is a program in the Congress that still has not been 

acted upon. I am sure more needs to be done. I have never 

been one to say that what we propose now is enough, because 

we have to learn along the way. But I want to say that before 

we start to adopt some crash program, that you are not at all 

sure will work, it might not be bad, indeed I think it would 

be prudent to take the carefully measured steps that have already 

been placed before the Congress of the United States. 
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Such as, narcotics control, fire arms control legislation, 

juvenile correctional system, federal legislation such as 

I mention here for safe streets and crime control. The 

right of privacy. This period and this age. It is about 

time that the American people remembered that one of the 

reasons that this great republic was founded was that people 

that have the right to privacy, that their home was their 

castle, they were not supposed to be intruded upon at the will of 

private, personal or public instrumentality. And if there is 
for 

any one thing of which I am proud about ~~ the President of the 

United States, is that in this Administration, he has insisted 

we are not going to have a lot troopers running around this 

country. There are ways and means and youknow that the 

Governor of the United States has ways and means to use 

the devices that are necessary for the national security. 

(applause) 

Now my friends let me leave you with this. 

There is no agreement on what our solutions are. I didn't come 

here to make a half-solution, if I did have one, I would be 

far too busy to be here with you. I am here to ask you to give 

your constructive thought to what causes this violence that 

seems to permeate the entire social structure of this nation. 

What do we do about it? We need your advice, we need your 

confidence. There is no high places in government. This is 

a government of the people, we need to hear from you who work 

every day in the vineyards of justice. You are competent, 
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trained, skilled lawyers who are sensitive of the social 

structure and the society of which 'you are a part. What is 

it that really causes it? What is it that we do to prevent it? 

What is it that we do to control it? We know, for example, 

that much of the violence of a racial type is the start, 

the trigger, seems to be when a police officer arrest a 

Negro or another member of a minority group 

(weco changed tapes) 

irresponsibility. I think it very important for members 

of the establishment, and that is who you are, because you are 

the educated, trained - I think it very important for you to 

ask what are the dangers involved here. People turn away 

from old established leadership and seem to fall into the hands 

of those who advocate militant violent action. In the Negro 

community in America, we have been blessed for years and years 

by unbelievable patience. Remember that men of the quality and 

character of Roy Wilkins are great citizens,just to mention one. 

I would put him down as one of the great living Americans, head 

of the NAACP, and he is no easy man, he is firm, strong and 

fights with all he has for his people. And theAmerica. The 

real question is will this kind of leadership be able to 

survive unless we cooperate. Will the direct militant action 

take over, and if so, whose fault is it? Rather than if 

we really cooperated for it with a responsible, progressive 

leadership of the Negro community? Ask yourself that question. 

Or have we aided what happens now? I think we have got to 

meditate on that to ourselves. I want everyone of you good 

citizens here to read this column. I seldom advocate columns 
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to people (laughter), and I never found that columnists 

seems to have the good judgment to agree with me. Or may 

I say I never found myself to have good judgment reported by 

them. But this is one, by Richard Wilson, who is the chief 

of the Washington Bureau of the Minneapolis Tribune. It is 

called "Racial Turmult will Continue." It is one of the most 

thoughtful, constructive, and yet challenging columns I have 

ever read. I didn't get many answer, but I surely did have 

some questions brought to my attention again that demand 

answers. There are certain things that Mr. Wilson tells us 

... the Negro will continue to go to the cities. The 

cities will get bigger, the Negro population will get larger. 

There are:certain other things that you and I know that many 

of these good people that come to the city are not prepared 

for urban life through no fault of their own. We have 

hundred and thousands of Americans who have been poorly 

prepared by this society for modern living in an industrialized 

city. They have been dumped on great cities. And mayors and 

city councilmen, and police officers, and Rabbis, Priests, 

and Ministers and social workers are struggling valiantly 

to try to find an answer. There are some things that we 

have to recognize. No matter how big a heart we have, no matter 

how much we may be troubled by the injustices that have been 

committed by ourselves and others, we cannot condone violence, 

lawlessness, hate, ars0L4 murder; this cannot be tolerated 

in the society based upon law. It is the beginning of the end, 

if it is tolerated. It is the dry rock of a good society. 

And my fellow Americans, freedoml does not mean -------



.. 
Page 16 

My fellow American ... , my fellow American ... has not been ... 

Protest does not encounter with it an inspiring a free society 

inwhich there are procedures, or experience, protest is not 

accomplished. There is a difference between dissent and destruction. 

There is a difference between protest and violence~ and that 

difference is beyond this world ... and the American people. 

The best our prostrations and indeed even anger unless we are ready 

to face our remedial tasks. And some are better informed that we 

are always taken because of that old Chinese proverb: That the 

first step is the longest journey. We 'll have to make those 

first steps, and here ' s the beginning. We 've atiEx altered , for 

example , in the Congress of the U. S . the program called MBdel cities. 

That program was to be one, as it was the first one altered, over 

3 Billion Dollars, over a period of 4 years. It was cut-back to 

$900 million in authorization. 

For some of those today are critizing that we haven ' t an option 

for all those single amendments, even status, and we're just being 

cautious, gave over $201,900~000,000. But the on the U.S. at 

the request of the Congress the maximum amount that we could spend 

on the war this year was $650 million , for urban renewal and the 

Model Cities program ... $400 million for Model Cities and $250 million 

for Urban Renewal, that's the most that the Congress would permit 

the President to sign up for. 

There is a sum total $650 billion been reduced to $225 billion 

of the fate of what you hear today and see today. We have a little 
~1')-\-

sum of money $40 million for a ~,f~e supplement that will provide 

some kind of decent housing for the poor in our big cities so that 
bee~ -t-here 'i--s 

they won ' t have to live in filth and degradation...ana--have an 
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inadequacy of ..... We haven't gotten a nickel. LWe asked for 

$40 million for rat control program and it was laughed out of the 

House of Representatives. Ladies and Gentlemen the Rat Control 

Program is not a laughing matter it is a health matter. It is 

unbelieveable that a Nation prides itself on toothpas~ and 

deod6rant can tolerate rats in the city. 

May I say to my good friends in the Congress of the U.S . and our 

silent Congress of the u . s . ~ that it is ho laughing matter . In the 

slums and the tenements in some of our big cities where little 

children are literally eaten in their cribs and their beds by 

rats nibbling at their toes and their fingers. And they are sick 

and NiEiNg dying from infection and cities say they are helpless 

because of inadequate .... for all the manafold and manafest 

responsibilittes that are on these cities today. I sympathize with 

every Mayor in every city in every part of the U. S . he has a ~NExe 

hopeless task, under present legal and financial order. And 

what happens? Somebody gets chewed in Congress and blasted out 

of the House of Representatives. We spend more money to control 

infestation in our graineries which is owned by the Federal 

Government, then we do on rat control for our babies. We spend 

more for control of the bollweevil than we do to control rat,~ 

then the same people who votes against rats, voted for control 

of the bollweevil. 

If I seem a bit perturbed about it, I am. I think it is symbolic 

of the times and all we ask of the few who have been the fire 

that there is still something to talk about. 

I ask you to let the Senate of the u.s . know that you care. And 
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this great nation of $750 billion of gross national income can ' t 

afford a rat control program than I think we ought to close up 

shop. And I am going to appeal to all attorneys to continue 

to do what we set out to do . To continue to increase our 

educational culture . To continue to improve job-training . To 

continue our efforts to beat down discrimination in every f a cet 
toan 

of life . There seems to be no alternative1 to try to rehabi l itate 

our slums , make them liveamle. 

And let me just say this to you, dear friends, that when you 

have a Negro population of being 11% of the labor force and 

20% of the armed forces you have a problem and you have to 

recognize it and do something about it. When you have twice the 

unemployment among Negro teen agers that you do among white teen 

agers you have to recognize that there is a problem. And the 

real problem is lack of training, lack of education, lack of 

motivation, inadequecy of training , inadequacies of educatj_on, 

the poor schools are in the ppor schools are in the poor districts. 

The best schools should be in the poor districts. Thj_s is the 

way that you change the difference, this is the way you change 

the neighborhood. The best teachers, the best classrooms, the 

most talented teachers Ehould be takj_ng aare of the chj_ldren with 

the least opportunities . 
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Their homes are the worst . Their parents, the parental responsibility 

seems to be~the least . This educational business seems to be 

upside down . We have the best schools where the people have the 

most money. That ' s where the newer schools are; that ' s where the 

highest paid teachers are; that ' s where the extracurriculum activities 

are; yet i n ~lbms of our great American cities you have broken down 

old buildings that have been condemned for 20 years by the Fire 

Marshall. 

Inadequacies of teachers , inadequacies of facilitates , inadequacies 

of librar ies , inadequacies of all the many things that are called 

upon to change them, can ' t be changed in Washingt on; . unless you 

want changes where you live . 

Remember that this Country is no better, than the t0wn inwhich 

you live . America is not the Federal city. The Federal city 

is, 'at best, a blurred image of America . If there is going to 

be a better educational system in America, it is going to be 

because you helped make it, out of your town . And that you sent 

people to t he legislature and the school boards and the Congress 

of the u.s . to help, but -even then, that isn ' t enough . You must help 
yourself. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, there are Scandanavian countries that 

eliminate their slums with the i r · per capita income, why can ' t we? 

There is something so unique about American society that we are to 

be forever plagued by filth in our cities. Cities that should 

build Fifth Avenues , and Park Avenues , and Lexington Avenues and 

~Nxx unique networks are to be able to build decent places for 

people to live in. 
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And where there are ways and means ·····~ I happen to think 

it can ' t be done by government~ alon~ ~ or governments that held 

ready for trying to build subsidies~ grants . ..... . 

I know that it can ' t be done by talking about it~ I know it has 

b o be done by talking about convincing the people~ and then 

doing it. And whatever the proposal is we have many public 

housing,· but primarily private housing, this is a private kind . 

And I must say that if you have private people to come in there 

and help you make a profit~ because you are now entitled as the 

banker~ or the President of a corporation to be a social worker, 

with somebody else in mind . You will acquire~ under your 

responsibity, to try to have faith in destiny. And that means 

th~t we should strive to treat our slums areas as if they were 

in a foreign country. Look what we do for other people, 

(applause) ... to accompany in Latin America~ or Asia ........ . 

and then after that on a maximum percent of 3% interest. In order 

to help an underdeveloped country develop, in order to help 

XRR±Fx people fill their longing expectations~ you can do that 

for people you have never met~ whose names you can ' t spel l, whose 

countries you can ' t even identify on the map, why can ' t we do it 

for our own pepple right here? I think you have to start asking 

you for that. Your government has such a program as that in 

Washington, right now. 

We need your hclp , in order to get it going . 

The theme of our time is "opportunity . " 

a new dimension to our American ~le . 
cbM 

We are trying to add 

Not just freedom, but 
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freedom with opportunity. The great poet, Thomas Wolfe , said in 

the ' 30 ' s and that memorable : "To every man his chance. To 

every man the right to live and work and be himself. And to make 

of himself whatever his ambition and his manhood can make of 

him. To every man his shining opportunity. This is the promise 

of America." And that is Jthe promise. "His shining golden 

opportunity." But an opportunity is a meaningless parareunless 

that opportunity is surrounded by tools that make it possible, 

and give it meaning . We have been tol~ repeatedly that education 

is the key to the gate of opportunity and it is. 

My dear friends, sometime s : you have to help people even open 

that gate once it is unlocked. I ' ll say to you right now, it will 

be .... to help people make something out of themselves as we have 

done over the past 200 years to hold some people down. 

If we are as ingenius in our ways to find people jobs then we 

won!t deny them. If we are as ingenius provide a person an 

opportunity because of his color as we are to deny him an 

opportunity because of his color. We who have made a great break­

through in this cause of justice to which you were born have 

given you commitment. 

For I come to you today to say that we must pursue a course that 

wi ll make us pursue with~ore vigor. And to pursue it with 

greater stride. 

We do have programs underway, new great programs , of Model Cities, 

of Urban Renewal, of crime and correction. We do have programs 

today of education, the like of which we have never known . 
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And I am proud to have been a part of it. Of job training_, I 

headed the President's Youth Council . I work with young people 

all across the land . And we have reduced_, for the first time, 

teenage unemployment. Go back to your Mayor and your home town 

and ask~him whether or not he has a Mayor ' s Youth Council. 

(weco ran out of tape on the last 5 minutes of speech) 
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Basis for Remarks to American Trial Lawyers 

Association Convention 

Minneapolis, Minnesota, July 24, 1967 
MEMORANDUM for The Vice President July 23, ~967 

From Ken Gray 

The Safe Streets and Crime Control Act of 1967 (HR 5037) 
is before the Rules Committee in the House now. It was 
reported by the Judiciary Committee last week. In the 
Senate, it is still having hearings. These are the main 
features of the President's recommendation: 

Establish an office of law enforcement and \ 
criminal justice assistance in the Department 
of Justice. 

Federal grants of up to 9~/o to states, cities t 
and regional and metropolitan bodies to assist 
them to develop plans to improve their police, 
courts, and correctional systems. 

3. Federal grants of up to 6~/o to support approved 
programs. These would encourage innovative efforts 
against street crimes, juvenile delinquency, and 
organized crimes. Here are some examples: better 
training for criminal justice personnel, special 
street lighting and new public alarm systems, 
two-way radio and multiple-channel police networks, 
coordinated information systems, new rehabilitation 
techniques and personnel. 

4. Federal grants of up to 5~/o for the construction 
of significant new types of physical facilities 
on a regional or metropolitan basis. Examples: 
crime laboratories, community correction centers, 
police academy-type centers. 

Authorize the Attorney General to make research 
grants of up to 10~/o to public agencies or 
institutions of higher education. These grants 
could be used to support research and education 
projects of regional or national importance, or 
they could be used to establish national or regional 
institutes for research and education in law 
enforcement and criminal justice. 
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Those are the main features of this particular act. The 
President also had made recommendations on narcotics and 
narcotics control, on firearms control, on a unified 
Federal correctional system, special legislation to deal 
with organized crime, the right-of-privacy act on wire­
tapping. 

Facts from the National Crime Commission report: 

~ Over 7 million people each year come into contact \ 
with one of the agencies of criminal justice in 
the United States. 

~ 400,000 are confined on any one day in correctional\ 
institutions. 

L 
L 

The cost of operating correctional services is 
$1 billion a year. 

Crime costs to the economy are high. Property losses 
are about $3 billion a year due to crime. 

The incidence of crime is highest in the 15 to 21 age 
group. 15-year-olds commit more of the serious 
crimes than any other age group. More than 5~/o of 
arrests for burglary are of youths of 15. 

Most crimes of violence are committed by and against 
people who know each other. Those who commit crimes 
of violence more commonly do so against members of 
their own race. Relatively few major crimes are 
interracial. 

Six major themes of the Crime Commission report: 

1. Crime prevention is of paramount importance. 
(eliminate slums and ghettos, improve education, get 
jobs, provide opportunity) 

2. The system of criminal justice must itself be just 
and it must have the respect and cooperation of 
all citizens. 
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3. Throughout the criminal justice system, better 
trained people are desperately needed. There are 
critical shortages of nearly everyone -- police 
officers, case workers, parole officers, teachers. 

4. A far broader range of treatments is needed than 
the present correctional system provides. 

5. Access to better information and to deeper research 
is vi tal. 

6. Substantially greater financial resources must be 
devoted to improving the entire criminal justice ~J O~-" 
system. L _ fc..-r ~ 

A note of reminder on the point of crime prevention -­
the Housing and Urban Development appropriation will be 
considered by the Senate in a couple of weeks. The rent 
supplements request of §40 million was completely deleted 
by the House. The President's model cities request of 
$400 million was reduced to $150 million. The urban 
renewal 
reduced --

~, 
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Hubert H. Humphrey 

~JJ<~ 
LAWYERS SS CIATION 

OFFICE OF THE 
Director of Public Affairs and Education 

RICHARD S. JACOBSON 
6 BEACON STREET, SUITE 927, BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02_1~8 

Telephone: 227-7 426 (Area .Code 617} 

September 11 , 1967 

The Vice President of the United States 
New Senate Office Building 
Washington 25 , D. C. 

My Dear Vice President : 

As you may recall , I am planning to publish a 
synthesized version of your stirring address to the American 
Trial Lawyers Convention in Minneapolis in our national news 
magazine , TRIAL. I have had to cut the address considerably 
due to our limited space in the magazine . 

Vi ll you have one of your assistants review our 
shortened version? I hope you will give it your approval as 
soon as possible . I will be most grateful for your help as 
we fast approach our deadline . This will provide our members , 
who were unable to attend the national convention , the op­
portunity of reading a highly successful and pertinent oration 
and a particularly important one for every United States lawyer . 

Incidentally , I am planning the cover of this issue 
around your address to our Convention . 

It :was a distinct and memorable pleasure to have met 
you in Minneapolis . I hope you will find time in the future 
to address our organization again . 

RSJ/fs 

Yours respectfully , 

~/ 
Richard S . Ja · son 
Director , Pub 1c Affairs and 

Education 
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SPC-67 American Trial Lawyers 

July 24, 1967; Minneapolis 

September 20, 1967 

Dear Mr. Needham: 

Enclosed is the edited version of the Vice 
Presidentts remarks before the American 

T1·lal Lawyers A ssociation Convention. 

With all beet wishes. 

Mr. Roger A. Needham 
Associate Director 

Sincerely, 

Ted VanDyk 
Assistant to the 
Vice President 

The Institute of Continuing Legal Education 
Hutchins Hall 
The University of Michigan 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 
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P SPDCB or VICI-PB&SIIIIIIT or Till!: UlllTilD st.lftS IIIBIIl! B. IIIIIPIIRB:r 

~ Bll'ORE Till AHIRICAI TRUL LAW!BRS' <XllvaiT:tc:li 

uly ~t !(//, 7 
Radisson Hotel, ~pol.1a, Biml. 
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ald Si Weiaan, met the ottioen ot the __.! .... 

.Uaooiation, and I want to thank • Lw18 ill partioul.ar to. 

platton. It • ._. like I interrupt allot bb appeanno• i.: IN in the 
I 

aetl"opolitan area ot the Twin Citi•. / 
/ 

The other evening I wu out to a dilmer jaat about • tiae he wu hold-

1Dg torlh, and I caae and I 

• 1Aw1a1 i.t'• not personal; it's ahee 
/ 

coincidmt. I hope to ... 7ou out on the W•t Cout. 
/ Your president, • Cohen, ad Mr. ..._ and all the otticer~~, Ml'. 

Snyder, Mr • .All•, IJr. Taer, and othera, I bftng wara gnet1nca tb1a 110m1Dg. 

I notice that 70U have a eta hen. It it u DOt a precedent, at 

least it's a happ.natanoe to 

and I would like to 1n 

11&7 beoca• :p.a--.Rt~;&Wlt ot this organisation. (Applause.) 

D cm.e that fMla th_.. ougbt to be 1'07al ftOMSBioat bit 

) in thi.a d-.:>aratio aocd..V, U J'OU ea •lk it out. tld.a wq, it'• 

th ••· (Applau .. ) Bowwv, I • afraid that Hr. :r..c_..... U. 1U1J7 

I kDow 
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too.. I haY to 114•w .., own e. That S.. the ~· ot tbat Qlftel. I 

-""..~ocan 3lD7 .,_, two to fov ,_.. aDd "' II ..,,., .._t to 

bope ~ to .__. .. at 1-eaat • _._ 

t.andiag a&IIQJ:lg the juoftl_, ~pat.J~ u .S.bl•· el aQiliJ)OJi't .. the ultt.ate 

ob~ 
So tJda IIAIA'liW'W'"&. '*"'""'t-e!~i1t'o..-~l:il*e-,w-.~----.. .-"'"'t Jut 

.. the ..,. thU ...we. 
I 'I 1d.ll "' heR t.o 4et our .. I • 

reaU:r at 1• • ot the .,. wp to get to a 

notld.e~ 
tmttal to to the ~ 

ar.IA~: We'rl tS. l bDped 

that I .epDDM• patt.i.Ds 

th . tal..eDbone 

too 8UJ'I49 hope that 

a epot 1ft 

, •IDok, we • 
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I just. happened to be uolmd t1d.s weekend, and I bappea.ed to know t.bat you 

wee. htiH, and I ~ed to recall llhat a wnderf\it organtsat1on ~ ~ 

and what ftne friends I baTe in th:la ozwanbatton. I ju•"•t I qai happmed 

to stop ina so I • baek now, and I • goirlg to gi"ft tt to yuu. (1.•"1***.) 

~aw~~~~~au~rD~U..cs~~Bn~. t 

want to talk to )"011 about .ae 1t.a that are cW:ta• to the 110l'k tb&t I try 

to perfont. I 0011e to JOU hcaue yw an aot ** jut gltted lawten but 

you are also good c1t1zca. Uld: U t.here •• wu a ttae that the AatiJ"lcan 

p«»pl.• needed to t.h1nk t.btough the reaponaibUS.to,. of' AJMI'icm c1tumaldp, 

that tia• b nov. f!.; kh at1J /et:fd.,,,A;/it;~$ 
We f:requJ tJ.;v apeak of our l'tgh~ aa .&ael'ica c1t1S81S.-J I also think we 

d'IU(, 
need to baTe people wbo lmow bow to defend tho" rights · 11 each people about 

our ~1b111t1ee. Th-. are no rights without re&lp0nllib1lit!.•• Then 

are no treecbu w1tbout duts.... There is no role ot leadenhip to~ a great 
le.s 

nation like 0111"8 without h~ J"eSpOnsibilit,. and nuauous du; • 

I ""'• beliwe that thla generation, •n than 8fr1' other, needa to 

unc:ba"'ltancl that the .t:r..so. and rights carr;y wi-th tb• r.ponsibllit1u and 
at' 

duties; &Dd thA cS.tieeub1p 1n this great republic of ours 1a th• bigbeet 

honor that can be patd to f1DY 110rta1.. To be a cit.Uen of the Urdted States 

ot Alllrica · -... means that 7011 are privileged to ban a t1tle that. ~ the 

C'fJ ot the rld. Bette to be a cd.tizm of tbU republic than ·e.pe:rozo, Ol' 
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lcbltt • 4ulc•• or~ pr11le lldrd.at , or 'Whatwe ti.tle it b4t •. 

And ,-..t-, wha'l · . • · is a eit1sen or "Ud.$ 1bU1.~ 

are ind'aell aa ·· • ··--.+"4 "".... e ."'-·· •• ..- word w a - - act -J-.....oe. ....., -., . lfS. . .. W-~ . 
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that. · ret'lectA upm OUl" o1m cbaraoter. OlU' ~·· 4es't11\J;. 

I upon the, wl'lol.e Jtld-. 

:t. a great a great phet; he aa1d. 
~-. __ _.lo._. . h 
C7l v.u ~·...... • 

\lei .of ours. at 1 S.t w1l1 

elp • lt ft1'f1:V'.. It 

pl . t. It .liiiiHMt:.·. • constant can, . tant ~hlp, 

:~ra:.ras.bt • and t.'bU 1• wl\f ,_. natioll Jaas W to take on~-

lbiliti · at t 

little !faith aaci, .·· than that, I ~. too, that they a:re people of 11t,t.l.e 

.... Jr.Jt.,.-s. s we .ta.U to cb ~ woJ'thwbU .. 

we l!Jbat. ~t !n Old to give aoJ~e •c•• of direct!Dn to 

the • ot ~.. ot beoauae we an • supari.or people., beeauf• we 
I 

an not. t . are a people that. bav• bee •• ... an el~J be-

oauae ~· · no.t. We are req\J.lNd to del great ~ 1n this terrld, to lllU 

d ... 
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llpji!I1Bia8dll!l!!lll.-. he apolte to a great audience n a ... ,.,.. 

oe&aicnt .ooml!lCC.J~t. And he 8pok ot our ~-. and thin b .II})Ok• ~ 
':I 

.tnomt.y. 

t!Hs i.t· ia 

et;t,a., 1~ ll • 

1o-S I 

e 

U:t .. 
hMI!IIt.V. and the 

. ean somet: · • tt ·t.a a · rto Moan, an4 .. 
' ' . 

Ul't2AD gh to; and the Prestd..t t on to · ~ td.• ghetto .. .u. 
L1nco1rd.an 'tmd«N1tmei1Dg Lln•lDlm : tateanship; that tbU· nat!eft ~'t 

be dt'I'Sd · ,._tllat ~ t have kind at ettiz«<Ship, ·pu ~t ~ 

two · eaa. We l'l&Ye one r.lll.l-· ·~ tbean . 

·to ., <d.~, and it u from that F«~t1 that. we 'WOik todq • 

. •· 1 tillel.l' to q because our n t1on todq nnt d tom by 
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cracy wlll be aettled tbe.N. iJ.'hereCo , we nftd to 1981\rl 
how to OY ·· t.bese olt!. .. 

As a ~om«P teacher m PoUt1oal Soi.enee~ I oould ten you th• urgct. 

mrecl ~ sta1.e legislatures to gNat unto amit'd.p&Uties citaea and 
r ~ , etropol1tan --?' . ..~~- ~ ~~:nant., greater pOWUS·Ao_r' l'SIJeau 

- d.'\v', J'edeftl tate~ anct city,. !he· partuersldp 

lut.~ essant.i.al.~ We cannot 

• the old hostilities" the old 
•~sr-
sta.te Ellt and stat. 

all tb: pet>ple. 

'!'he t: :et 1s, though. that .are going to a bav to learn in these cd.tl• 

are going to han to f:lnd wa;ys ami means to govern thes · cities-. A 

city should the tm•t tes:tSmny to man's oreat..1.ve abU.ity. fb.e cdty 

abou1.d Npl"eSent the u1t.lmate 1n man•a capaeity •· the u1 t1mate 1n his 

enaU.nby. the 'Ul.ttmate !*b.& chanot.. !h e1• sboul be r1ch., not onq 

that em help ak thorre ctt!MJI md Bilk ..att 'I'Siake th • ' . 

l'UD aYt1$ .... l.~!J$R'• 
' 

you l.rt. SUl:mbs tba~ vwe created 2.5 yeaft ago now have thdr imler cit:£ . . 

to t1nd out tr& h 

I know: there is a great. deal at space lett 1n t)U1't countley'. I spole 0116 
' ' 

esota, Satul'dq • 
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$2 bUlio back to $900 mll1on~ but th t oi" the- tJn1 ' 

S-tates· ~Jen't requwu to th Oongres the liUEl!Omllaa •~~END oou'lcl hQd 

1ft'H'U!IP law tbi& ·ear tor · 650 m'Jl1on for u.rban ra~ewal and the liiOda1. «1t! · 
Fo~r h:m fl oil r$ · l . · 
~ ,., mUlton A'WOUld go fll1' th• mo 'C!ey,. 2~ mill ton for 1Dban 

ask 
ewa1. That is t e most. the Congress woul pelmlt. the t t'.o Ill. to • 

'that bas a 

·in the oue of what you see today and ~t yo . hea:r to • 

W• uk for 1l. lj.ttJ.e sum of ~ey, £orA40 ndllion _ :tor l"ttllt 

auppl~ts to proritle some· kind of .td.l'Jy df)e! t llOua1ng toP a t• ot CRQJ' 

1n tilth and d ra4ation becaus ~ b an -~ ~ plbU:c ~. 

We haven• t got evan a n1 we asked tor $40 .,ll:Son for- a nt. ocmt.!ol pm-

~ • eel 1t was laugh out of the House ot Represantat! · • 

Ladies and gErttle • the Rat Omtt"'l Prograa J.s not. a 1~ •"-". 

It is a heal-th mat • lt. 1s 1.Ulba1.1erable that a nation that pr.ld• ttaelt 

·citt• tal!' "'*Ati ~ In he.. 
C - l aq 1x> DtY' good M-ende. ~ o~ U. u=tc Stat. out-

and talaents o£ •ome o£ aur g:reat elti' - wb . H.-ttl• ebUc.fJte an U.~ 

Mtc Sn theil' cribs,. and bedJ, by rata ntbbUng a~ their to• and at. th 

ff.ngers) and ar• sldc and indeed di.e- .fl'um !nt~ and ct-. at.ancl helpl•• 
-t'/te 

becaw1 of the :tnadfquacy ot - 11 _ r all. ~~old aardl..t: ~ 

b!UU aast upon these cl.tl t..odq. 

I sympathize w.ith f!N8'1!i3' ~r ot 8ftf/!l7 ott,. 1ft tWtll!'l paJ!'t ot t.a 041\ed 

Statee. His 18 a . pel-.s task \lnd• presmt leg4 d ftDaftedal a:ft'arlg . • 



p •18 
.-o the Ped-al goftiiDilct ...U to aome :ln to help) a what haP~*Jaf 

~ g.ta cute in ~-- laughs it out of the Bol.we of ReprMentatiftS. 

oUJI' oitiea. We sp more to contl'Ol th 

and the a•• people who voted againa·~ ra: 
e. 

It I s - a rit ~ad about it, 

• . do on rat contzol. tor oulJ bab1• 1n 
~ I J 

boll than m do to control rata; 
"ii l 111 eevi /. 

A wted tor control o:tA boll ~Mii16.. 

am. I tb1n..tc it 1s symbo114 o~ the 
tSaes and 1 t 0 

4.. 
addS to the fuel and the tire and to the trouble l:)e(wJ•e it 

gives the d ~ something to talk about. I allk you to let. the s--.ta o:£ the 

Jt;;t United states knoT tbs.t you e&ree If th1.l nation or 7~ billion d!Mii8!S. 

gro national produet can't a:rto a rat. control program in lts crl.~es,_ then I 
t 

think we ought to close up sbop, 1i 11 ~ 

Well, f11Y fritmds-, there seans to be no alternative but to oont!nue to do 
1ibat .. a.t out to do, to continue to !mpPOV ou.r educational ..UUature, to 
ecmtinue to ~rove job tra!n1ng, to continue our .ttort. to be&t down d1sczoiml.n­
at1on in f!l'l'fJr':l taoet of uta. 1!here seans to be no al temat1ve to ·trying to 
rehabilitate o\1!' l.um ., make than liveable. 

I..et me just say th1s to you, dsar Mmds, that when. you have the egro 

populat.1on being 11 percent ot the labo~ ~o~ and 20 percelt or the undkpl.oyed, 

you have a probl , and you have to reoognize 1t a.n4 do something about it. :Vhen 

you have ttd.ce th rate of unemploymElllt IN~ among Negro teen ers thaA you &:, 

eong white teenag~, that is a probl«D, and the real probl 1e laek of train-
S" ing, ~ or eduoatio tbe poorer sehools 1n tbe pooN~P ~ 

- s The best schools should b m th poo distr1 · Th1a ia the wq you chang• 
the district. This is the wa;y you ~ the ne'ighborbood. 1'he best tea-ch-

h v 
st gifted, tu~ted, or tive teachers should be lrhfreJ t.h& oht.l.dre 1\ _..,the 

the leut oppol"tulnty, where the homes are ths .,rse, wbfiiN parental 

the t;J-1. least. 



!lhiB educational business ;is 'lq)Side dOWtl. We ~ the beat .ooooJ.a vbei"e 

the people have the moat money. Wh.,_ ~ of ·tha puente can send tbdr 

activities are paid for and organized .. 

tn 'the ghettos, and slums o.f our American cities. you have broken-dmm 

~d bui.ld1ngs that have been condemned tor~ years by the f'U1e mamhall., 

inatJ4quacy of all o£ the many things tba:t_ are needed. 

I call upon you to change this. It can "'b be cbm:lged 1n Wesll1ngton 

unless you w.nt to change it where you l:f: .. ~er that tha country is 

no better than the town in Ylhich you live. Amer1 1s not. ·t}le federal city, 

the f'edera.l city 4t best is a blurred image o~ ~ca. 

. 1t there 1s going to be a bett.er educat.101'l8l. .system, it 1s going to be 
so 

becau&e you helped make it11 out i .n your t~ and that you aent people to the 

legiSlature and to the school board and to the ~ ~the United 

states to hnp, but even then ;}la.t if!n"t enough. You l'I11.U1t ~ help yourself. 
fTDt,ISf 

Iad.i.es and Gentlemen, tt n;e Sc8Jl01lmvitt.n countries c.en elim1nat.e their 

slums with their per capita income~ wb,y can't we'l ls there something ao 

unique about American Society that we are to be forever plagued by ruth and 

obeol.esence 1n our cities? Cities that c~d build Fifth Avenue and Park 

Avenue and .Iexi!lgton Avenue, and. indeei, Nicollet Avenue, ought to be able 

to buiJ.d decent places tor people to live. lba:tever ~ and means is :re-
can't 

qu!'red, let•s do it. I happen to tb1nk it f.# be done by government alone, 

but government cou:Ld help-. Tax incenti.v-e for the private bullders, sub­

sidies, grants. !eta or- other p.eople are subsJ.dized. 

I know it can •t be don.e by talking about it. ! know it bas to be done 

by tal king it up, convincing the publiC' 8lld doing it and 'Whatever the 



proposal is-we have I!Blzy'-same publ.ic boua-ing, poaaib~, yes, eome eo­

operative housing, yes. PrinBril.y private. hou81Dg. !his ia a private 

economy, and I must ~ tbat if you ask pr1.vate people to com& in they have to 

mske a profit, because you are not entitled as a banker or as a president of 

a corporation to be a social worker with someboc:cy- else's IOOney. You are re-

t{Uired under your responsibilities to try to have safe iiifestments; Wld tbat 

may mean., for example, that we start to treat our s~um areas as it they were 

in a foreigh country. ID at irhat ve do for other peopl.e. IDt 's apply some 

of the techniques of foreign aid.. <awiiiia=:t-
You can give a. 4o-year loan to a country in Latin .Ameri or Asia and 

tor the first five years have no ~ut or premium or interBSt and then 

atter 'that a wu!mu:ia of three per cent interest, in order to help an under-

developed country to develop, in order to hel.p people to fill their risin8 

ex;pectations. I f' you can do that for people thst you have never met, 

wbo8e :names you can't spell, 1-mose cmmtry you can't even identuay on the map, 

wby can't we do it for our own people right here't I think you have t.o start 

asldng for that. Your government has such a program in W8Shi.ngton now. We 

need yor: help to move it, to get it go~LDg 
?:>f!or u~c, v 

Bow, I em going to connl.ude on this nate. ~ theme of our time is 

oppartlmity. rTc are trying to add this new dimension to .American freedom1 

not just freedom, but ;l3reedom with opportunity. 

!he great poet and author, !lhomss Wol.fe, said in the thirties 1n that 

JDI!IIK)X'able b:l.t of prose: ''To every man his chance; to every man tbe right to 

llve and to wrk and to be himself", and to make of himsel.t whatever his vision 

8Dd. his xoo:nhood can make ot him. ~ r:rvery man b1s shining golden opportunity 11 

!!lis is the promise of AIJEn·ica. Uow, that is the promise of iCJ; 

h1a sh:ln:fng golden opportunity, but an opportunity is meaningless pbra.se 



. . . Pas-~ 
unle•• that oppo~tunity it aurrounded by the to 11 that it 
po••lble, to giv• lt .. aalDg. 

We have n tol repeatedly that education 11 t kay to 

'be gate of opportunity and. tc ''' but, 117 ct.ar fr'-nd.•• -tiJiea 
you ha._ to ~lp people •~n op that gate once lt 1a unlocked.• 

ad. I will ••1 to you right ·DOW that lf wf.ll be ingenious to 
halp people ke something out of tb lve• aa hav ~a over 
the paat two huoclnd. year• to old. aOM people down; tf w will 

•• tapnloua in our waye to find people job• ••,.. n to 
deny t ; if • will •• ing nioua t . pl'ovicle a peraoa an 
opportun,ty c uae of hla color •• we r. to deny ht. an op• 
portunlty becau of h1• color, will have a ~t break• 

throush tl 1 tht• cauae o juatl to tch you •• law,•r• 
have glv.n your c it at. So I c to you ~ y t 1ay that 
we ••t pur: u a cour•• that w an pn .. ntly on only to puraue v 
it with n igor, to pur1u it tilth lt~'4t 1 ater •trlde•. 
We clo hav pro~ u nay • ar-at pl'o&r • • of 1 cltlta•. 
of urban renewal, of crlM prevantion. W do have pl'ogr • toclay 
of Mucation, the llba of 1cb bav •• r kacnm and 1 • , 

b) 
pJ:oucl to have been a part of job tralDlDg. 1 •• on tba 

Pre1ident'• Y th Council and worked with young people all 
acr.o•• tht• lucl and n abl• t nduc:e, for tba flrlt tiM 
thi• year. tete• u 1 ,..at. 

Go baek t your yor in you• h bWft an ••k ht. ~tber 
or not M bas a yor'a youth council. Aek hb ther ol' not the 
•choola an belag kept open 12 .oath• a year. Thlay beloag to you. 
Why lhoul4D 1 t tbey be upt opea? Open t}Ma sate•, tak4a the pacl• 

tJ. 
lock• off the fea~•. Tbere 1• •n •• 11 oa clo .. ct 1chool1 
thaa then t.• war aad t•ar on a uleCI ecbool. 
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Go b4ck and a•k you~ ch r of c rC4l u4 your tracla 

unJ.oDI -..c r or aot they ally ~ked t_, flftcl J obe. tat' • do 

vbat GushC to do becauM it is the rl&ht thida to • !At' • 

Dot wt.ag our ha • la epall' o at J.• happenln& to ua, lat'e , 
I 

..X. up our •iod• tba hav• v ~ca.. prob r tba thla. 

blgpt: tba aay viol ce. that ow aperieaca, any part of 

tr ublea that aow •••· V. ave verc , a caa clo 

it aift, b6t it is got 8 lo t Ui Ul CO buc J.. do to tba talk. 

It 1• going to ui ~ ue to r that tba grute•t 

clan r to '-rica t home today 11 a :1. tbt bae not u 

1deat1ft.d t o oft•a. 1 ka .. ay peopLt ••Y Chat the ao..er to 
coamuni.. le Yican1 • 1 t•nd to believ hat hat deptnd• oa 

bow you •floe all t · N th ngs. but 1 will t ll you about an 

~ l that il ally penetrating rica and lc • not couaua• 

i • the 1• ahat l Wft'J abo . I.e 1lUid • ot ooly ._.,_~ 

.-..... "'~ brouu•down aelghborhoocl•• but bro opl•, "op~ 

that an victble of cltpl"lvatlo , people tbat hav• c f .. ltna 
of helpl ... IPefJI locUd in 1. people o a.-e u employ · , fill <l 

nth bitten••• which sr to t• a theQ to vlol•nca. That 

1• elu.i • the eaet.et th:l.aa 1e c rld to do ta clean 

out a y block and x-.bullcl tbt ildirt&S. 1ut et cl:Lffi ult 

thin to 1• to lp fiad a 11 •. 'f at ta • i.oflolte 

patience. lt take•· unb411£evabu l'kill. it takes Goet•liu un r• 

•t• lag,. • ~ w at atart wltb our youoaet.era. vi.tb tbl• aener• 
atloa. That la why progra llu He atart, that ta Why progr .a 

of .WcetioD, etiult ie why progl' of aclv ncn.t41oa, of 

•tu · !Dt al'ticlpatl.oo, that ia y t .. thlnge ar to blportaot; 

ancl, 111 f llov l'icaaa, gov ~nt alo cannot th1a. You 

at. it. You aft ~· r•. That ie why you gracluetecl fr t. ln 
.lcbool, a 

your acat •• 

tb• fact that you Q14 bee 



SPEECH OF VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES 

HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

BEFORE THE AMERICAN TRIAL LAWYERS ASSOCIATION 

July 24, 1967 

Radisson Hotel, Minneapolis, Minnesota 

I know that the American Trial Lawyers Association, as an associa-

tion, and you as individual members, strongly support our great jury system. 

I know that you support every endeavor that is made to improve that jury system. 

You believe in the right of trial by jury. You believe that, in the long 

run, this system affords more justice to more people than any other system. 

1 believe in the jury system too-. I have to plead my own case. I go 

out to .!!!L jury -- the American people -- every two to four years and do my 

very best in pleading my case. I hope to engender at least understanding among 

the jurors, sympathy if possible, and support as the ultimate objective. So 

this morning, just remember - .. you are the jury, I am the defense lawyer, 

and I will do my beat to plead my case. 
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I come to you because you are not only gifted lawyers, but alao good 

citizens. If ever thel'e was a time when the American people needed to think 

through the reapouaibility of American citizeaahip. that time is now .. 

Righta and Reapouibilitiea 

We frequently speak of our rights a• American citizens. I think we 

need people who know how to defend those rights. and also how to teach people 

about their responaibilitiea. There are no rights without responsibilities. 
1 

There are no freedoms without duties. There is no role of leadership for a 

/great nation like ours without heavy responsibilities and numerous duties. 

I believe that this generatiou, more than any other, needs to under-
(; 

jl 
':) stand that freedoms and rights carry with them reaponaibilitiea and duties. 

I 

.Citizeo.ahip in this great repubUcof ours ia a high privilege. But it carries 

with it exacting re.spoaaibilitiea. Everything we dot every word we say. 

affects our own nation's destiny, and --that of the whole world. 

I believe that Abraham Lincoln wa.e a great President and a great 
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prophet. He spoke of our own country as "the last. best hope of earth, 11 

and he prefaced that by saying, "We shall nobly save or meanly lose (it}." 

U the cause of freedom is to survive in tbis world o.f ours, at least in the 

foreseeable future, it will be because we help make it survive. It wUl 

not automatically survive. Freedom is a preciou.a but a very fraglle commodity. 

It is a delicate plant, requiring constant nollrisbment and constant care. 

This is why our nation has had to take on great responsibilities. 

Ever so often we are told that we are trying to do too much, spreading 

ourselves too thin. Those who say this, I regret to say, are people of little 

faith and little llnderstanding. We cannot do less without failing to do anything 

worthwhile. We mllst do what we do in order to give constructive direction 

to the energies of mankind. Not because we are a superior people --we are 

not. Not becallse we are a people who have been chosen as an elite -- we have 

not. We are required to do great things in this world-· and at times to make 

great sacritJices -- because we are fortunate in our wealth, in our history, 
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and iu ou ex~rienee. Much has been given ua, and much is therefore 

expected of ua. 

The Other America 

The President baa often spoken of the two Americas. There is the 

America that you and I enjoy, the affiuent America. the America of the 

overwhelming majority of our people --the people who enjoy the good life 

and the "u.uaUeu.ble rights" of "life. liberty and the pursuit Jt. happiness. " 

There is a secoud America-- the other America, the America of the sbrth 
\ 

of our people who are poor. Io it live millions of Negroes, Mexican-Americ:au7 

Puerto Ricau, and "poor whites" of Anglo-Saxon stock. It is the America of 

the poverty-stricken, of the victims of deprivation, of the inhabitants of urban 

and rural ghettoes. 

The President has said, with Lincolnesque understanding and states-

manship. that this nation cannot continue eo divided -- that we cana.ot have 

two AmeJ>icaa or two kinds of citizenship. We must have .2.!!!, America and 

one kind of citizenship. It must be an America and a citizenship in which there 

' \ 
\ 
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are equal opportunities and equal protection of the law, in which there are 

the same rights and duties for every citizen. It is on this premiae that we 

must work today. 

It is timely to say this~ because our nation today ia rent and torn 

by violence and disorder in many place•. We read about it, we witnesa it 

on TV, and it may even touch ou.r own communities and our own lives. 

Reatleaaness, disorder, and violence are all too prevalent in the 

modern world, and not only in America. The world is going through a period 

of turmoil, of violent and oftea revollltiooary change. What we need more 

than anything else is a sense bf perapec:tive.. We need to remember that a 

revolution of rising expectations ia going on throughout the world -- not jua6 

in Africa, Asia, and Latin America, but in the United States as well. 

We need to realize the impact of television. Wealth and poverty 

can no longer remain hidden. The impact of the TV tube has changed the 
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thought patteru, the habits, and indeed the ways of liviug of whole aationa 

and peoplea. So, when we talk about rising expectatiOils • w.e muat talk not 

only about Asia and Africa. but about Harlem,. Detroit, Minneapolis, 

Birmingham, San Franc:iaco, Cincinnati, and other American cities. Riaing 

expectationa are a reality of our time. and there ia no way that we can escape 

the impact of that fact. 

There ia something else that baa happened in our time that we need 

I to re-cognize -· urbanization. Thia is an urban-oriented society, a society 

in which 70% of our people live in urban areas. By the end of this century, 

according to population projectiou, 8S1o of ourpeople will be living in great 

metropolitan areaa. Our cities are going to be the teat of ou.r civilization. 

The teat of the capacity of our representative government will be to govern 

justly in our cities~ This is not to say that those who live in rural areas have 

less respouibility or will be less tested. It is only to say that, when 80 to 

85 per cent of our people live in the cities, the fate of ou democracy will be 
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settled there. Therefore, we need to learn how to govern our cities. 

As a former teacher of political science, I could tell you of the 

urgent need for state legislatures to grant municipalities and metropolitan 

areas greater powers of self-government and greater powers for revenue-

raising. I could stress the importance of dose cooperation between city 

ancl state, between the Federal government and tae cities and atatea. The 

partnership between state and local government is absolutely essential. 

We cannot function unless it works. The old animosities. the old hostilities, 

the olcl demagogueriea of pitting the Federal government against state 

government and atate government against local government are dangerous 

and could be ruinous. 

We are going to have to find ways and means of governing our cities. 

The city should represent the ultimate in man's CftMlCity, the ultimate in hia 

creativity, the ultimate in his character. The city should be rich not only 

in culture, but in the simple, good things of lUe. I speak to you as lawyers 
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who can help make our cltiea and remake them. We can't run away any 

longer. The suburb that we run to soon hal the eame problema aa the city 

we left. Suburbs that were created 25 yeara ago now have thWr own inner 

cities and their own social strife. So we run, run, rW'l away from oar problema, 

only to find out we have run full circle and run right up againat them once more. 

I know there ia stUl a great deal of apace left in our country. I spoke 

out at the little town where we now live -- Wat.erly, Mlnnetota ~-a few day• 

ago. I know that there ia a woudedul opportunity for the good life in small· 

town America, if only the people of rural America want to make small-town 

life good. l said quite candidly and directly, a• la my w· y of speaking: 

"Small communitie• can either live or die. It depend• on whether you want 

your community to be lively, to provide aU of the poa1ibilitie• of the good life -

or whether you are willing to let it ju1t fade away." Too many of them are 

fading away, but it need not be so. 
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Cities in Trouble 

There i1 the fa~t of rising expectations. There il the faet that most 

of ut are going to live in big cities. There is another fact -- these cities 

today are ln trouble, dire trouble. Many c:lty charters are totally inadequate 

as basics inatruments of government, totally inadequate. U there were half 

as much interest in America in the reorganization of metropolitan government 

as there t. ln the reprganlzation of the Federal government. we would have a 

much better America. 

Yoi.U" Fede:ral government il coutantly beillg reorgallized u11der the 

statutory authority granted by the Congrets. But I served as mayor of 

Minneapolis for almo1t four years, and I found that it was more difficult to 

amend the city charter than to cUmb Mount Fvereat without an oxygen tank. 

The time is at hand for state and local government• totake a good look at 

their constitgtlons and charters, their Rile instruments of power and 

responsibility. It ia time for the Federal government to be more coallizant 
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of the relationships between· Federal, state and local government. It is 

time foraU of us to demand a working partnership among all these levels of 

government. 

Crime 

What u the thins that seems to cause us the sraveat concern today? 

It is what people call "crime in the streets. n When I picked up the morning 

paper and listened to television, the newa was of troubles, violence, fires 

and dote. Some of it was due to raeia.l tensions. some of it not. There 

isn't anything about this that we don't know in terms of the facta. We haven't 

been able, however, to put the facts together into a pattern which seems to 

fit all of the situatiou. 

1 have studied-- as you have, I am sure --the National Crime 

Commission Report. These are some of the facta in it. Over five million 

people each year come into contaet with one of the asencies of criminal 

justice in the United States. That may mean that you come into the picture 

as a lawyer. At any one time, over 400,000 of oar people are confined 
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in correctional institutions in the United State•. The cost of operating 

thete correctional institutions ia over a billion dollars a year. The coat 

of crime in property loas alone has been running over three billion dollars 

a year. The incidence of crime ia highest ln the 15 to Zl age group. The 

incidence of burglary, larceny, and auto theft is highest in the 15 to 17 age 

group. 

Moat crimes of violence are committed between people who know 

each other. Those who commit crimea of violence more commonly do so 

against members of their own race. 

The Crime Commission report had several theme•. I want you to 

give some thou.ght to theae themes. One obvioua one is that crime prevention 

is of paramount importance. That is not new to you or to anyone ebe, but 

we all say it and don't do much about it. The system of criminal justice 

muat itself be just. and it must have the respect and co-operation of all 

citizens. This takes a great deak of understanding and patience. Many 
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people want to have defendant• preeumed guilty before the trial, even 

though the aeie of our ayetem of juetice ie that a man i8 presumed innocent 

until proven guilty. 

Throughout the crbumal juetice ayatem, better-trained people are 

desperately needed. There are critical ahortage1 in nearly all per1onnel 

categoriea involved in the ayatem of juetice. There 11 a ehortage of police 

officers all acroaa America. Not only do we not have enouah -· we cannot 

even come up to the number• that have already been authorized,. I predict 

that, unlee•omething ia done about thia, unleaa there ie greater reapect . 
for law in thie country, it ie going to be more and more difficult to get people 

of any competence and ability to serve aa police officer1. Thie 11 a major 

problem that thie organization ought to direct ita attention to. 

We need more caae worker• who are skilled and trained ln the social 

service field, more trained parole officera. We need to take a good look 

at our whole educational ayatem in terma of whether it ia relevant to the 
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needs of our people and whether it provides the basic training for people 

who can serve ln our system of justice. 

1 think it is fair to say that the Crime Commission Report alao 

emphasizes that a far broader range of treatment is needed than the 

present correctional system provides. The need for access to better 

information and to deeper research is vital. Finally, sultstantially greater 

financial resources muat be devoted to improving the entire criminal justice 

system. Now, that gets right down to cases. Someone once said, "Money 

isn't everything," and another said, "Yes, but it runs a good second beat." 

You cannot have law enforcement and good government at bargain-counter prices. 

It is impostible -- utterly impossible. When I think of the tragic loss that 

results from a wave of violence and crime --when I think what might have 

' been done if we had taken steps ahead of time to prevent it ... I think how 

foolish our ideas of economy are. 
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We have proaram~ agalut crime tn the government today. 

1 want to call to your attentloa cme propo•al that I urge you to · 

take a good look at aad to gln u your aupport tf you can. and 

po111bly yO\I.r advice and eouuel .... the Safe Streets and Crime 

I ( Coatrol.Act of 1967. It bas been approved by the Houe Judiciary 
' 

Committee.. Congr•••man Celler and hi• committe• have done a 

good Job. It il befon the Houe R ule• Committee • waiting for 

a rule to take it llP in the Houe. The Seute baa not aa yet 

acted 011 lt. l wlah that we could be aa prompt in our actloa on 

the Safe Stre t &1ld Crlme Control Act •• we were on the Autl·R iot 

Blll. Many Co11areaamen are not at all •ur• that blll il soins to be 

very effective. But w do know that the Sate Street• and Crime 

CODtrol Act come• before the C011gre•• after yeara of research. 
' 

n e•tabllaha• an Ofllce of Law Ellforcement and Crbnlaal Jutlee 

in the Department of Ju1t1ce. It prorid•• gr&Dt• up to 90 ~rceot 

for at&tes and cltlel and re1loaaland metropoUtan bodiee to 
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assist them to develop plans to improve their police forces and 

correctional institutions. It provides grants up to 60 percent to 

support improved programs. This could encourage new effort 

against street crimes, juvenile delinquency, and organized crime. 

Here are some examples: better training for criminal 

justice personnel, special street lighting, new public alarm systems, 

two-way radio and multiple channel police networks, coordinated 

information, new rehabilitation techniques, and personnel. 

This is what is needed in this counb·y. 

We still operate our law enforcement agencies as if they were 

a carry-over from the 19th century. For example, we have inadequate 

modern means of communication, lack of crime laboratories, lack 

of adequate training for police personnel, and lack of personnel itself. 
/ 

The Act provides Federal grants up to 50 percent for the 

construction of certain new types of facilities, crime laboratories, 

\ 

\ 
'\ 
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eommunity correction centers and police academies. We invest 

in West Point, Annapolis. the Air Force Academy, and the 

Coast Guard Academy to train people for national security. 

But our national security if threatened inside America ae well 

a.s outside. I submit that, when we have police-training facilities 

that are professionally organized, that have professional competence 

as their goal, then theJ"e will be greater respect for the man who 

wears the badge just as thet-e is great respect for a graduat~ -from 

West Point, Annapolte 1 the Air Force Academy.- or the Coast Guard 

Academy. 

The same Act authorized the Attorney General to make 

research grants up to lOO percent for public agencies or 

institutions of higher education to establish institutes lor research 

and education on our law enforcement and criminal justice. 

Now, those are the main features of the bill. Though it 

still lang\lishes in Congress, we are hearing all kinds of other 
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ideas. Everybody has a program for what we ought to do about 

the riots. Well, there is a program already in the Congress that 

still languishes there and has not been enacted. I am sure there 

is still more that needs to be done. I am never one to say that 

what we have proposed now is enough, because we have to learn 

along the way. But I do want to say that, before we start to 

concoct some crash program that has never been tried and 

that we are not at all sure would work, it might not be bad--indeed, 

it would be prudent and wise- -to enact the carefully-prepared 

measures that have been already placed before the Congress of the 

United States, such as narcotics control, firearms control, a 

unified Federal correctional system, the Safe Streets and Crime 

Control Act, and measures to assure the right of privacy. 

In this age of snoopery, it is about time that the American 
·, 
\ 

people remembered that one of the reasons that this great republic 
\ 
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was founded ae eo that peep le could enjoy the right of p;rivaey-· 

that this right was not to be intruded upon at the will of any 

private party or public lneb:umenta.lity. If t~ere is any OM 

t 
thing lor h!ch I am pro d of the Pre aid nt o( the Untted State •· 

\ 

I it ia th fact thai b has inal8ted in tbls Admlpt.atratto that e 
'\ 

\ 
are not JOl:ng to have a lot ol snoopers r\DUlbag 4 road thte 

country. 

You Help Needed 

,\ 
\ There ie no agr ement o the cauea of violence today_, 

·f\ 
m h lese on how to prevent lt. 1 dldn't come r wl~h pat 

~ ! < 

\ f 
eolutJ.OJ'l,. U I did have one. l would be far too way to "her 

) 
!i 

with you. l am here to uk you to give 111 th benefit of yoar1 ( ! \ 

\ 
conatrw:Uv-e thought. What cauea thla violence that aeema to\ 

perme te the entire a octal structure of this Dation? What do we 

do about it? W 121 ed youz advtce. We need your eo\Ulael. 
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We clalm no omatec:lence. no monopoly ot wledom in high 

placee tn government. Thla lea government of the people. We 

need to hear from {OU••YOU who work every day In the viDeyarda 

of justice, who are competent. trained, a killed lawye.-e, who are 

utu.te. a neltlV< obeerve:c"a of the aoci&l 1tructure •nd of the 

aoc:lety of which you are a part. 

~t la tt that really eauee this violence? What l• it that 

we caa do to control it? What il lt that we do to prev nt it? 

We know, for example, that in much of the racial vtoleec:e 

we have seen the trigger • the fiaab point, 1eeme to come when a 

pollee officer arreata a Negro or oth r member of a minority 

group lD one of the highly eongeeted alum a.reaa of our 1reat 

cities. That eeeme to be the flaeh pota.t. From thel'e, it eeem.a 

to get out of hand. But, havblg l&id that, thte ll aa much &a we 

kaow. 
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Some people say that it ia due to the inadequacy of etum 

living eonditions, and maybe there is a great deal o! truth tn 

that. I tend to think eo. But is that all. or is what we are 

seeing now related to something over and beyond the deprivation 

that afflicte so many of O\U' fellow-Americans? Is there an 

element of irresponsibiUty or juat plain lawleseneae? 

l think it is vef!y important for the members of the 

establishment--•nd that is who you are because you &reeducated 

a.nd trained- .. ! think it ta very important for you to ask yoursel-vee 

what are th-e dangen involved when people turn away from their 

old established leadership and seem to fall into the hands of those 

who advocate dh-ect ac:tion-·ml.litant and violent action 1 Re~mber 

tbis--tn the Negro community, we have been bles1ed for years and 

yea:r-s with leaders of unbelievable patienee: Remember that men 

of_ the quality and character of a Roy WUkiDs are great citizens, 
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juat to mention one. You don't have to agreQ with his every 

. pronouncement--but l twould put him down as one of the great 

living Americans. As leader of the National Aeaociation for the 

Advancement of Colored People, he is no easy man to deal with. 

He ls firm and strong and resolute and £ights •ith all hie might 

for his people and for America. 

But the real question '', will his kind of leaderehip be able 

to survive unless we cooperate with it? Will the direct-action 

radicals and militants take over? And, if so, whose fault i8 it? 

Has the white community really cooperated fully with the. responsible, 

p:rogt-essive, and enlightened leadership of the Negro community? 

Ask yourselves that question. Or have we aided and abetted what 

happens now? I think we have many things to ask ouraelvea. 

I reeently read a column in the Minneapolie TRIBUNE 

ye•terday by Richard WUeon, the chie£ ol its Washington Bureau .. 
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It is called Racial Tum.ult Will Continue and it is one of the 

most thoughtful, constructive-•and yet challenglng·-columns I 

have ever read. 

There are certain things that Mr. WUson and others tell 

us. The Negro wilt still continue to go to the city, the cities will 

get bigger, the Negro population will get larger. There are certain 

other things that you and I know. Many of these good people have come 

to the city ill·prepared for urban life through no fault of their 

own-·-aeparate but equal was ~ equal. We h&ve mUllona ol 

Americans who have been poorly prepared for modern living in 

an industrialized society and urban culture. They have been dumped 

upon the great cities, and mayors. city councilmen, rabbi•, 

priesta, ministers and social workers are struggling valiantly to 

try to find some answers. 

There are some things I think we have to recognize. No 

matter how big a heart we have, no matter how much we may be 
-, 
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troubled by the injustices that may have be•n committed by 

oureelves and others. we cannot condone violence, lawleesnea·s, 

bate, arton, murder. They cannot be tolerated in any society 

baaed upon law. 

Fre•dom does not mean license. Protest doe• not encompass 

destruction from ineide o! a free society in which there are 

regular procedures for the expression of grievances. There is a 

dUference between protest and violence, and that difference needs to 

be understood clearly. 

But it will do ua little good to ,_,ent our frustration and anger, 

unless we are willing to take aome remedial a tepa. Some of them 

may be 1ma.ll atepa, but at least they ought to be taken. There 18 

an old Chinese proverb: "A journey of a thousand miles beglnt wlth 

a single step. 11 So we must take that first atep. 

A Program in Congrea1 

We have offered, for example, in the Congress of the United 
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States a program for model citiee. That program wae to be one, 

President .John1on originally propoaed last year, oi $3 billion 

over a period of flve years. The Congreee cut it back to $900 

million authorization for two years. The Preeident thia year eent a 

requeat to the Congreas for the maximum amount that he could 

ask under la.at year1 a authorizatlon·-$650 million for urban renewal and 

the model cities program. Four hundred mUUon dollars would go 

for the model cities progr&m, $250 million for urban renewal•-a. 

sum total of $650 million. The Hou.ae of Representative• reduced 

that to $Z50 million. 

We asked £or $40 million for rent •upple,ente to provide 

decent housing for some of our poor ln o-.r cities, so that they 

woutdn•t have to live in !llth and degradation bec•use there is 
h 

\ \ 

inadequate pubUc houebig. We dtdn•t eve~ get a nicQ! from the 
I 

\ 

Howse. 
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We asked for $40 million for a Rat Control Program, and 

it was laughed out of the House of Representatives. The Rat 

Control Program it not a laughing matter. It is a health matter. 

It il unbelievable that a nation that prides itself on lta toothpaste 

and deodorants can tolerate the infestation of ita eitles by rats. 

It is no laughing matter in the alums and tenementli of some of 

our great cities, where little c:hilelren are nibbled by rata in their 

' \ If I •eem a bit perturbed about it., 1 am. ' I think it ia 
I l f 

I I symbolic: of the tbnee. It only adds fuel to th~ fire. becaue it 

\ 
gives the demagogue eomethlDg to talk about., J ask you to let tho 

,\ 
' \ 

Senate of the United State• know that you care • . ~, this great Dation 

of almoet $800 blllio'ft gross national product can't afford a rat control 
' 
!;~ 

program in ita citlea, then I think we ought to close up ahop. 
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Education 

There seems to be no alternative to continuing what we 

set out to do, continuing to improve our educational structure, our 

job training programs, our effort to beat down discrimination in 

every facet of life. There seems to be no alternative to trying to 

rehabilitate our slums to ma.ke them liveable. 

When you have the Negro population making up 11 percent of 

the labor force and ZO percent of the unemployed, you have a 

problem, and you have to recognize it and do something about lt. 

When you have twice the rate if unemployment among Negro teenagers 

as among white teenagers. that ls a problem. The real problem is 

lack of training, inadequacy of education. The poorer schools are in 

the poorer dbtrlets, whereas the best schools should be in the poorer 

districts. That is the way you can change the district. That is the way 

you can. change the neighborhood. The best teachers--the moet gifted, 

talented, and creative teachers--should be where the children have the 
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least opportunity, where the homes are worst, where parental 

responsibility seema to be weakest. Our educational system is 

upside down. We have the beet echools where the people have the most 

money, where many of the parents can send their children to private 

schools. That is where the newest schools are, that ia where the 

highest-paid teachers are, that il where ample extracurricular 

activities are organized and paid for. 

In the ghettos and slums of our .American cities there are 

old and broken .. down school buildings that have been condemned for 

twenty years. There i8 lack of all of the many things that are needed. 

I call upon you to change all this. It can't be changed in 

Washington unless you want to change it where you live. Remember 

that this country is no better than the town ln which you live. If there 

is going to be a better educational system, it te going to be because 

you helped make it so out in your town, and because you sent peep le 

to the legtela.ture and to the school board and to the Congress of the 
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United States to help. Even that isn't enough. You yourself must 

help. 

Housing 

U the Scandinavian countries can eliminate their slums with a 

per capita income substantially lower than ours, why can't we? Is 

there something unique about American society that we are doomed 

to be forever plagued by filth and obsolesence in our cities? The 

people who build Fifth Avenue and Park Avenue and Lexington Avenue .. • 

and indeed, Nicollet Avenue--ought to be able to build decent place• 

for people to live. Whatever the ways and means requlred-·let's 

do it r It can't be done by government alone, but government could 

help with tax lncentivee for the private builders, with subsidies, 

and grants. After all, lots of other people are subsidized. 

I know it can't be done by talking about it. I know it has to be 

done by talking it up, by convincing the public and by doing it. There 

are many proposals--public housing, some cooperative houeing, but 
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primarily private housing. If we a•k private enterprite to come in, 

they have to make a profit because a banJter or a president of a 

co-rporation ia not entitled to act as a social worker with somebody 

else's money. They are required because of their respon•lbilities 

to make safe investments. That may mean, for example, that we 

start to treat our •lum areas as lf they were in a foreign country. 

Loo}t at what we do for other peopl~. Let's apply some of the 

, techniques of foreign aid at home. 

We can give a 40·year loan to a country in Latin America or 

Atia, and for the first five years no payment of premium or intereet 

ia required, and then after that a maximum of three percent intere1t. 

We do tbia inorder to help an under-developed country to develop, 

in order to help people to fulfill their ri•ing expectations. If we 

can do that for people whom we hAve never met, whose names we can't 

spell, whose country we can't even identify on the map, why can't we 

do it for our own people? I think you have to start a•king for that. 
\ 
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9J>portunity 

Now, ·I am going to conclude on this note. The great theme 

of our times is opportunity. We are trying to add this new dimension 

to American freedom--not juet freedom, but freedom with opportunity. 

That great American author of a generation ago, Thomas 

Wolfe, has written these memorable lines: "To every man his 

chance, to every man, regariUess of his birth, his ehining golden 

opportunity--to every man the right to live, to work, to be himself 

and to become whatever thing his manhood and hil vieton can 

combine to make htm .. -this it the promise of America. " 

This is the promise of America·-thls "shining golden 

opportunity." But opportunity is meaningleas unles1 you have the 

equipment to take advantage of it, to give it meaning. 

We have been told repeatedly that education is the key to the 

gate of opportunity, and it is. But sometimes you have to help 
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people to open that gate even when it is unlocked. I will say to you 

right now that, if we could be as ingenious in he lpt.ng people to make 

something O\Jt of themselves as we have been over the past two 

hundred years in holding some people down; if we could be as 

ingenious in finding people jobs as we were in denying them; U we 

could be as ingenious in providing a person opportunity because of 

his color as we were in denying him opportunity because of his colorl, 

we would have made a great breakthrough in this cause of justice 

to which you as lawyers have made your commitment. 

"\\ 
So I come to you today to say that we must pursue the course that 

we are presently pursuing, but with even greater vigor. We do have 

programs under way, great programs··model cities, urban renewal, 

crime prevention. We do have programs of edueation today such as 

we have never known before. I am proud of my part in creating our 

great job-training programs. As Chairman of the \president's Council 
1\ 

on Youth Opportunity, I have worked with young p~ople ~1 across 

\\ 
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• 
thla land. We were able to make a real impact this year on 

teenage unemployment. 

Qo back to your mayor in your home town and ask him whetb!r 

or not he has a mayor's youth council. Ask him whether or not the 

schools are being kept open twelve montha a year. They belong to 

you. Why shouldn't they be kept open? Open the gatea, take the 

padlocks off the £enc:es I There b more vandaliam agairu~t closed 

schools than there is wear and tear in a school that is being used. 

Go back and ask your chamber of commerce and your trade 

unions whether or not they really worked to find jobs. Let's do what 

we ought to do because it is the right thing to do. Let's not wring 

our hands in despair about what is happening to us~ Let's remember 

that we have overcome problem• bigger than this • bigger than any 

violence that we are now experiencing, bigger than &ny troubles we 

. \ 
\ 

now have. We have overcome these. and we can do it again··but 

we must buckle down to the task .. 
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Remember that the greateet danger to America at home today 

la an "ism" that has not been identified too often. I know many people 

say that the answer to communism is Americanism. But I wlll tell 

you about an "lem" that 1e really penetrating America, and it is~ 

communism. The "lam" that I worry about is alumism ... -.not only 

broken-down neighborhoods, but broken people, people who are victims 

of deprivation, people who ha:ve the feeling of belng helpleaa and locked 

in, people who are unemployed, filled with bitterness which grows to 

bate and then to violence. That is alum.ism. 

\ 

The easiest thlng in the world to do is clean out a e ty block \ 

\, 

and rebuild the buildings. The moat difficult thing to do is to '0 
,\ 

I 

help build a new life. That takes infinite patience. It takes unbelievable \ \ 

skill, it takes great underatanding. We must etart with our youngeters, 

with this generation. That is why programs like Head Start,. that is 

why programs of education, that is why programs of recreation are so 

important, 
r 
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Government alone cannot do this. You must do it. You are 

leaders. That is why you graduated from law school. The fact that 

you~ become lawyers, respected in your states, accepted in your 

nation, trusted by your clients. honored by the eourts••tbat fact 

imposes a responsibility on you far beyond that of others.. That is 

why I came here this morning. I want the word to spread through 

the American Trial Lawyers Association, the defenders of the people. 

I want the word to spread through your ranks that you are going to 

defend the people of this country, that you are going to d fend their 

rights, that you are going to work for their rights. that you are 

going to talk to them of their responsib\lities·-but, above all, that 

you are going to see to it that this Republic is what we say it is: 

"One nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 11 

It can be. it mu.at be, no less. 

#I #I II 
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