
REf1ARKS 
VICE PRESI DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

Jl KNOW YOU HAVE PRESENTATIO NS SCHEDULED BY MEMBERS OF 

THE PRES IDENT'S CABINET AND OTHER OFFICERS OF GOVERNMENT. 

AND I DON ' T WANT TO GO OVER THE SAME GROUND . ALSO, I 

WANT TO SPEND MOST OF MY TI ME HERE TODAY HEARING FROM 

YOU, I HOPE WE CAN HAVE SOME FRANK GIVE-AND-TAKE. 

~~~~~iiM~~~_,._..,,.."""s: 

~J,{ 

THESE ARE DIFFICULT TI MES FOR OUR COUNTRY, WE HAVE 

NEVER BEFORE REACHED SUCH A GENERAL LEVEL OF PROSP ER ITY --

BUT EVEN IN THAT PROSPERITY WE HAVE REASON TO BE CONCERNED 

ABOUT WHAT IS HAPPENING IN AME RICA · AND IN THE WOR LD. 
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I KNOW THAT EVERY MAN AND WOMAN IN THIS 

ROOM IS DEEP LY TROUB LED BY WHAT HAS HAP PENED I N THE 

J/d-...•tJf~W 
ST REETS OF OUR CITIES 111 i8 CONCERNED THAT A ER ICAN 

~ 

BOYS ARE RIS KI NG -- AND IN SOME CASES, LOS I NG -- THE IR 

jl(...,~~ 
LIVES IN VIETNAM II I ~ DISTRESSED THAT so MAN Y FELLOW 

CITIZE NS -- IN BOTH URBAN AND RURA L AMER ICA -- DO NOT 
~., ..... 

YET SHARE IN OU~ GROWTH AND WE LL- BE I NG . 

~) I KNOW TH T EACH OF YOU RE COGN IZES THE 

NECESSITY OF REBUILDING THE STRENGTH OF STATE AND 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT IN OUR NATIO N, AND OF MORE FULLY 

,_, f'w'"acc ¥....­
INVOLVI NG THE PRIVATE SECTOR IN THE CHALLENGES BEFORE 

,14. 

US -- AND I KNOW THAT THIS EFFORT, TOO, IS DIFFICULT , 

~ AND , AS DEMOCRATS, I SUSPECT A GOOD MANY OF 

THE PEOPLE IN THIS ROOM ARE CONCERNED BY SOME OF TH E 

POLLS THEY SEE , AND SOME OF THE PUNDIT ' S ANA LYS ES 

CONCERNING 1968 , ..- W.t U'Ail k 0.,_--­

_..,.,n .. ltd- to st:::lt... . 
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WE SHOULD BE CO NCERNED ABOUT ALL THE SE 

TH 1 NGS. BuT, A-8 xDEilOBR r TG, v~E SHOULD NOT AND CA NNOT BE 

DISCOURAGED BY TH EM , BE CAUSE I DOUBT THERE IS A SI NGLE 

ONE OF US HERE WHO DID NOT ENTER POLITICS OR PUBLIC 

LIFE FOR ONE REASON: To FACE THE PROB LE S BEFORE US 

AND TO DO SOMETHI NG ABOUT TH EM .. -

~ .1E ARE TH E PARTY OF ACTI ON~ '1E ARE TH E PARTY 

OF COMM ITMENT, WE ARE THE PARTY OF THE PEOPLE, ~E 

ARE NOT THE PARTY OF CARPING CRITICISM ,,, OF DEFEATISM ,,, ---
OR OF SPECIAL l NTEREST.- IAIJ~~J~.A.'f'f 

~~~~~~~~~ 
i'1Y FRIEND AD LAI STEVENSON SAID WHAT ALL OF 

BE LIEVE: 

"I BELI EVE YOU IN BY DO I NG WH AT YOU THI NK IS 

RIG HT, AND EX PLAI NI NG YOUR REASONS SENSIBLY AND 

STRA IG HTFORW RDLY TO THE VOT ERS ," 
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TODAY, I N ~ ASH ING TON , AND THROUGHOUT THIS 

COUNTRY, ~ E ARE TRYI NG TO DO WH T WE THI K IS RIGHT 

IN EETI NG - THE PROBLEMS I HAVE MEN TI ONED . #\riD I 

~THE PEOPLE WI:: J UD~E US BY WHAT WE ARE DO I NG , .. ~~ 
• ~.,. u.Jh e,..-.. t• , 
~ AND.THAT WE WILL WIN I N 1968. 

L ALREADY WE SEE THE SECOND- GUES SI NG AND EAR LY 

CAMPA IGN ING TAK ING PLACE AMON THE OPPOS ITI ON . 

~THERE IS TROUB LE IN OUR CITI ES, BuT THE 

OP POS ITI ON OFFERS NO SO LUTI ONS , ON LY CRITI CISM. 

~ THERE IS A DIFFIC ULT STRUGGLE IN SOUTHEAST 

AS IA. BUT THEY OFFER NO CONSTRUCTIVE SUGGESTI ONS , 

ON LY CR ITICI SM . 

~ THERE IS THE URGENT BUS INESS OF REBU ILDI NG STATE 

AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT TO MEET THE NE EDS OF TOMORROW . 

BuT THEY OFF ER NO IDEAS , ON LY CR ITICI SM . 
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1 HAVE NEY. S FOR THE OPPOS ITION: TH IS IS 

THE LAST THI RD OF THE 20TH CENTURY, PEOP LE HAVE EYES 

AND EARS, AND -- WHEN THEY HAVE BEEN EXP SED TO THE 

OPEN DIALOGUE OF NEXT YEAR ' S CAMPAIGN -- THEY WILL NOT 

BE FOOLED , THEY WILL NOT BUY EASY GENERA LITIES OR OLD 

SECOND- HAND REMED I ES , 

~ THEY WILL MAKE TH EIR CHO ICE ON THIS BA IS: 

WHo IS THE MAN , AND WH ICH IS THE PARTY, BEST EQUIPPED -
THROUGH EXPER IENCE ,,, TH ROUGH PERFORMA NCE ,,, AND 

TH ROUGH BEL IEF, TO LEAD THIS COUNTRY IN THE NUCLEAR AGE1r -4( BECAUSE THAT IS TRU~ PRESI DENT JOHNSON WILL BE 

RE - ELECT ED I N 19680 AND PROGRESS IVE, RES PO NS IBLE 

DEMOCRATS TH ROUGHOUT 

1.. HE WILL I N 

LUX URY 

THIS CO UNTRY WILL WIN I N 1968 , 

UNLESS WE ALLOW OURSELVES THE 

I MEAN THE LUXURY OF NEGATIVE 

CRITICISM, AND OF DISUNI 



-6-

L ~ HOPE WE LEA~ED A LESSON IN 1966~ . E 
u 

HAD SOME LOSSES LAST FALLt AND , AFTER THOSE LOS SESJ 

THERE WERE FI NGERS POINTED IN ALL DIRECTI ONS , THERE 

WERE DEMOCRATS FALLI NG ALL OVER EACH OTHER TO FI ND 

SOMEONE TO BLAME , 

~WELL, I HAVE DONE SOME HARD LOOKI NG AT THE 

ELECTI ON RESU LTS LAST FA LL, AN D WHAT DID I FI ND? 

I· FOUND THAT ! 1 STATES WHERE OUR PARTY WAS WE LL- ORGAN IZED , 

WHERE THERE WAS SOME ELBOW GREASE AP PLI ED DURI NG THE 

CAMPA IGN , AND \~HERE THERE WAS UN ITY -- WE WON '• BUT 

WHERE THERE WAS DISUN ITY AND FI GHTI NG AMONG OURSELVES 

WE LOST, 

~ § J~UR FRIENDS HERE TODAY FROM THOSE 

SO- CA LLED "SO LI D" REPUB LICAN STATES OF KANSAS AND MAINE 

CAN TELL US WHAT IT TOOK TO WIN IN 1966 , 
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POSITIVE ATTITUDE IT TOOK SOME SACR IFICE, AND IT 

TOOK THE COURAGE TO PUT DISAGREEMENTS AND DOUBTS BEH I ND ,,, 

TO BU ILD THE UN ITY IT TAKES TO WIN, 

LET US GET SOMETHI NG STRA IGHT : WE HAVE A 

RECORD TO BE PROUD OF , ~E HAVE A RECORD THAT WILL STAND 

UP AGA INST ANY MAN ' S ATTACKS, ~~~~~~ 

OF LYNDON J OHNSON , THIS COU NTRY HAS 

TOWARD SOC IAL PROGRESS II I TOWARD ECONOM IC GROWTH Ill 

TOWARD THE KI ND OF SOCIETY FRANKLI N ROOSEVELT, HARRY 

TRUMAN AND JOHN F. KENNEDY WORKED AND FOUGHT TO BU ILD 

THAN IT 

PROGRESS WH ILE OUR PRES IDENT HAS BEEN SUBJECTED TO THE 

SAME KI ND OF ATTACKS THAT ALL OUR GREAT PRESIDENTS HAVE 

KNOWN , 
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I AM PROUD OF MY PRES IDENT, I M PROUD 

OF HIS RECORD , AND EVERY DEMOCRAT HAS REASON TO 

BE PROUD OF ~/HAT HE HAS DONE FOR THIS COUNTRY , AND ~'+lw._ 

~~~ORLD , 
THE PRES IDENCY OF THE UN ITED STATES IS 

NO JOB FOR A PROVEN LOSER WITHOUT A STATE TO C LL 

HIS OWN ,,, FOR ANY IMAGE- MAKER ' S CREATION FRESH 

OFF A MOV IE SET Ill fiiR '91\1 AWUHTIO!!G 1 ITTisE Lfi"D 

Ill 0 FOR ANY MAN -- NO 

MATTER HO~ S UARE- JAWED HO DOESN 'T KNO HIS MI ND , 

OR THE ISSUE S, FROM ONE DAY TO THE NEXT, 

IT IS A BIG J OB , AND IT CALLS FOR A BIG MAN , 

WE HAVE THAT MAN , HE IS LYNDON JOHNSON , 

AND IT IS TI ME THAT EVERY DEMOCRAT RALL IED BEH I ND HIM 

AND STOOD UP FOR HIM, 
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~ E WILL HAVE A FI GH T ON OUR HANDS NEXT YE R. 

BUT OUR PRES I DENT HAS NEVER BACKED OFF FROM A FIGHT . 

,~OR HAS YOUR VIC E PRES IDENT, 1 Vl i GHT ADD . 

HE ARE GOING TO HAVE SOME FU N. '•/E ARE 

GOING TO TAKE ON THE SECO ND- GUESSERS II I AND THE 

STAY-PUTTERS Ill AND TH E TUR N- BACKERS Ill AND TH E 

NOT-NOW, NEVER- NEVER ENTOURAGE-AND WE ARE GO I TO 

TAKE OUR CASE TO THE PEOPLE. 

AND IF YOU ARE ' I TH us I I I IF WE WORK AND 

PULL TOG ETHE R, WE WILL KEEP THIS COUNTRY MOVI NG THE 

WAY WE ALL KNOW IT SHO ULD. 

WELL , THAT'S MY DEMOCRATIC SERMON FOR TO DAY. 

Now I'D BE HAPPY ro HEAR FROM You .•• 

# # # 

(. UESTIO N- AND- ANSWER PERIOD TO FOLLOW FROM FLOOR.) 

(PHOTOS FOLLOW WITH THOSE PRESENT.) 
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