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M E MORANDUM 

FOR: 

FROM: 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON 20501 

September 13, 1967 

Ted van Dyk 

Don Paff~l~. 
I have had a number of inquiries from government agencies and 
industry for the Vice President's impromptu remarks at the 
Air Force Association Convention. A copy of the remarks is 
attached. 

Also attached is a copy of the original speech so you can be 
fully apprised of all his remarks. 

Attach. 
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.. Thank you very much, President Smart, fcretary Brown, 

and my good friend, Jess Larson, ~ Holloway, and my trusted 

and gifted, reliable, pilot and good friend, Colonel Drummo~f 
must say that this has been a rather unusual and surprising moment 

for me. If you think it was a surprise that I came ~in, you must 

understand how surprised I was to find you eating when I came on 
have 

to this platform. I gathered that we would Nixrd just a few people 

together that really didn't have much else to do and I would have 

a chance to say a few words to them, and then get on my way. But 

my friend, Ed Welsh, Dr. Welsh, didn't give me the inside informa-

tion. He kept it as a classified document apparently that you were to 

be here and that I was to be here. So the surprise is two-fol~ I 

want to thank the Air Force Association for this very appropriate~ 
~ / 

-~._.chair. ~=will~ (his received with a heartful of gratitude 

~ -to and, well, tbs;ri! l!lP@ other parts of the anatomy I could mention._ tee, 

~I sat in it and it seems to be comfortable and soft. I li:;aue aaea ts1d ..a 

~ ~ill recline. I want you to know that the President of the United 

States is opposed to such leisure and, like other officers , I take my 

orders and respond to the wish of the Commander-in-Chief. I was 

~~ ~ ~:? 
pleased that~ Smart .Esc h;u; ~d to note that I do a good deal of 

flying ~so to appropriately not~that most of the turbulence that 

" The reason for that is that 



-2-

XMX 

~ 
and we've run into a few storm clouds once in a while.t ~m.tec. 

~ 
noticed out here in BXRR one of the exhibits that forward air control, 

I) 

ERROR, and I said, oh man, if I had just gotten a hold of one of those 

25 years ago what I could have avoid:~~·the mistakes that one has 

ma~ I have trav. eled a great deal by air..,._....._friend s; I think I ought 

~~ ...... s:. ~ •.. ~ ~ ~ 
to let you in on the secret - two secrets - first of a my grandchildren,~ ---1\. 

-eamv, i!hne tP.t~, see an airplane, ~they live near an airport, w~J 
they point up to the airplane and~ ~JYXK the youngest one~at 

calls me Bopi!)says ~"there's Boppa". [!::_very time an airplane 

goes over they identify that as their grandfather~ ~ I'm happy 

to tell you that~ ~18 te 89 a great deal of my work in an airplane • 

- I do {§d I ~use practically every known form of~ 
~4•*oi::J space capsule1 ~~ere have been several suggestions that 

I ought to try one of those. ~olonel Paffel, in my office, of the United 

- -~ ._;.. ~ ~~rA ... ... -e- tAJ-~ 
States Air For~ecently~~ented me a little breakdown of the air 

traver-;;@ Vice President ~d t~that you've traveled over , . 

~.£/~~ ~tu·{t .... ·-7~ 
n a 1 fo ~/1'£ t;.ans;lftat:D nJ ;[.nuhre used ~ 

transport- I've even got in trouble 

in some ~I've been to 26 countries, four continents, 49 states, 

i,/ H. v' f'. 
xJUix and over 500 air missions, in less than three years 8i @eli~ /J 

A _;)~~~fi....v.;~~..$.~ ~ 
JLjce Pr@si88It~ 1 deR1t voaiit-yeu t:o tltinlt that I fteK'8R't ~e-en }Ic±c ltB•nnsR 

li'i8!U!t~ when I get back I generally stay up pretty late at night~,..,.. 
~~~...:..~#'~/'a-Itt, I 

tg catch U~a.i ilt'i 118Ph that I mjssed dnl'i:n~ tl"h:8 el'l:ytinre. I'm grateful 

to safe aircraft, reliable aircraft, high performance aircraft, and 

competent pilots and crew. to Secretary Brown that I've visited 

more air bases than he has and he xk:K: said, "yes and they're happier 

' 
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to see you than me] I've had a wonderful experience visitin~with 
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our officers and men of the United States Air Force , United States 

,..._{ 
Navy, the M;;:::e ~r:s, ~United St.;.~es Army~~§stq / 

Guard./fn of~...W.Ot h&"e SOVH aviation a :::::: ~-~ ~ 
~ ..... ""~rf:-c.. :t.- ~ .......... :.; Y-/::J w s iUi *!ore quality of men and equipment• ~also~ ths ft88El s ~ 

())l..at.~ r::__ 
.axx our Air Force and of ~ involved in aviation.~w you're 

fortunate today, I'm going to go to the White House to have lunch 

and there is one thing I've learned is that you ha-d better be on time 

if you're invited to lunch at the White House. The King of Greece is 

here and the President is entertaining the King today in a luncheon. 

El:xad: I mentioned that only to tell you that you will be able to }upc 

have your dessert in just a little while I don't intend to hold you 

gi. ~ ~ ~ ~ .,._, ~ A •. :w, ~ ~-z::.L 
too lor:B I wantA""1;e.;. te tlts f jr Force Aaseeiaiie~ 9*hib;t · -....., 

- where I hay e some callectixe . .l e.a~ ership m OI}_ID¥ staff__.I.h.e.y..-.---

get together an9 ~ide what I'm s~ppes-ed t~-GG-.and hey had-- --

ucomrnendatian., They fd On his ruiR OCCa SlOn SlnCe you e re--

assert ;;;g,.y jndepend bound-Gown by rules and regul atj ons 

~ overpaid iiiW an9 I said I wi:H-gu;-~·nd I arrive"(fliere. 

amend that, ov ex..worked st a££r=f;~Hi! OI.nt I haven't had as much time 

here today as I would have liked. There is such a galaxy of e~ons 

and exhibijthat kit would take much more tim~~i~"';J ;o 
-get to iet I should add that I thought that the American participation 

in the air show at Paris this past year was superb. I think that the 

planning that went into it was the best that we've had e x cept for next 
' 

year. We're going to do better nex~. ¥oa nra' iF888z~,h:Q~~bout 
-s ft. ee~ .JJ..c.,-~ 

two years ago I had the opportunity of going ov8r t Fe fl:nd ta:ldB.g 
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~/J:'tok at it. '2;';(n we cyme back, we made some recommenda-
'' ~~~~- ~.,~ ~A 

tions11 I don't~hat the United States ~s second in any 

thing. That's just my simple creed in life. '[;hink that if you're 

in a two-man race you ought to be first or you're last. And I've 

been in a few like that, and I know what that meansJ When I hear 

people say that we're doing pretty good I say well, that's not good 

enough;_ ~ 
There's only one l!!Xk place for this country to be~ in anything 

that it attempts to do, It ought to be out front. It ought to be out 

front in space and aeronautics, science and technology, in education. 

It ought to be out front in good living, economic progress, and social 

stability. We can do it. I have unbounded faith in the qualities of the 

American people and the ability of this nation to do whatever it wants 

to do, And I have little time for these timid souls that wonder whether 

we can do it. If we buckle down to the task, we can do what needs to 

be done. And it's about time everybody in America makes up their 

minds thatfr.ssential if you hope to be a leader, You can't be a 
., ~· 

leader by being a cow at d. You cannot be a leader by hoping that 

it's going to work out, You cannot be a leader by being an apologist, 

You can be a leader by performance, High performance aircraft~~ 

high performance country. 

Now, I'm privileged to be the Chairman of the National 

. 
Aeronautics and Space Counft.tl, frequently called the N Space Count~l. 

~I ~that we put the~ emphasis on the space"'1;11e~ 
because, truly, the aeronautics ~is xX'iXbtxk of vital importance. 

Most of us are k going to be using manned aircraft for a long time~ 

~nt9a- It has a place in both the commercial and the military areas 

of our life that is second to none. ~We ~~spend a great deal 

of time and energy and emphasis ~~h,ave a personal interest 

as has been indic;d;e& in good advanced aircraft, reliable aircraft, and 

reliable performanc~igh efficiency~•u;~,ee, ~ I was pleased 
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~ today to see ~dvanced aircraft and new engines, to tal~e ~look 

at some of the exhibits ~avionics and ~the aircraft operation. 

~on't have time to mention all of those that I've see~ I can 

is that I hope that hundreds and thousands of our fellow Americans 

":~'l will have a chance to see your exhibiti::::; Here I see the Air Force 

Association and industry teams ..a.:.e working together. a-e should-be 

d~.8 e-aS'e·. We often think of our respective endeavors as separate 

enterprises. We in government and you in industry are partners, 

~Fat partnership must be one not merely of calling the shots , 

~or giving command but rather of a closer working 

association of dialogue and; ctscussion and finally of agreement 

on what we want to do. ~I ~;Rt t-o thank the Air Force Association 

for its leader ship, for its «mdax:ooi~ continuous emphasis upon the 

importance of aviation and particularly aeronauticsq{--f-lea:ve Jti ~ 
l""""'eflf'e'!'it:~h~o&Ra-ee-ee~:r'"""t't"'voHoHt;,t::h~o~li:i-lg~ll~t$Ji I said to Secretary Brown that one of the 

concerns that I have is that with all of this tremendous improvement 

~~ 
in aviatio~~the new jumbo transports , wi:th all that I' v e-se'"en-" 

h"e1!'8 1 aft@ the capacity to lift large loads with-these huge helicopters , 

and with wilat :fte I' u o seen~ vertical take-off and ~ 

~ .,:z .~ 
.~en o£ the F-lll aB8 all that T' y e seen her e today, ~wordc~ ~ 

<;~ ~~ ~hat we have not made aa~ pproach to a'il'iatiAn~~~BC:K ~-

•pproach both on the point of cqptrel ljk~~JOclx FAA, industry, and 

~~~-4.-. . 
the military syste~Atedf. Since most Americans are going to be 

traveling in commercial aircraft, I think it's imperative that we take 

a good look at our aa acity to handle the ever-increasing volume of 

~ and~ k . t~ a::r~rtg~ iB.nQlv8EI in a oiation and ~ 
~~ 

aiq~g~t pPogFrun, our airport11 development program1. ~9 sistoF ai rpgrts 

4 mobility of people from airports to the center city or to their 

homes , the use of air freight, all of this requires, I think, a much more 

coordinated emphasis than it has had thus far. This is not !ur to be 
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critical of those who have taken on the responsibility. It's just a 

~ J--J.l~· 
point~ doing a better job~ This means FAA, USAF, Air Force 

Association, industry, or whoever it may be, has a bigger assign-

ment in the years ahead. ~y £i:nal !58iiJJi i:e that fhe aviation industry 

and all those associated with it, with the computer, the transister , 

the electronics industry, the people who develop the engines and 

all Uoo ~~"'go ;nto avlaHoR or ae•••w,ti<o, 

Xha:t indus.tr.y can do more in the next decade to relieve the social 

and economic problems of this country th~~y,"k kRew. I urge 

upon you to give xpx special consideration to the hiring of people 

who need jobs-:- ~f walking the extra mile~putting in plants in 

what we call rural America as well as the large cities , getting out 

where there is an untapped labor force that can be trained in sh.o.rt-

~rdgr and J!¥Mx¥Mx p%aEiaee aBd-- outproduce anybody you've ever 

heard of. We have to stop some of the immigration to the massive 

\)...J.__:r 
cities of America.t;eprovide jobs and economic opportunity and 

cultural enrichment in what we call rural America -and we can do 

it. I travel over this country; I've been in 49 states; I've seen more 

towns and cities in America than any public official with few exceptions . 

and maybe with no exceptiens , I ~et Qllt ~ see what people need and 

what they want. You're going to have city problems that will overwhelm 

you and inundate you unless we can do something to provide job opporf­

tunit~, social opportunity, economic opportunity, educational oppor-

tunity, in cities Nk that are of~, 1 oRtillien, 2 ~ or 3 

million in size. We need to spread the base of America. 4those 

of you who are in industry here today whether you are a president 

c-.~~ 
of a company Or'-•,u:betber you are one wb,g waRtS te Bit preiident of 

'\ 
a company tln;z e are :ft89l?le like J h01t you knem; )W"X I hope that you 

will take this message back to youfassociates. I hope that you will 



-7-

take ~kat America, Believe it or not, there are many places 

in this country that are waiting for you. Believe it or not, there 

are real opportunities for you. There are real opportunities to make 

money, to make a better product, to do it better and faster than you 

ever dreamed possible. All you have to do is wake up, see the 

acres; of diamonds that are at your feet. I gue&& th:at 1 s HHH~ than 

I-i;Qtended to say Thank you very much. 



VICE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH AT AF A CONVENTION 

SEPTEMBER ll, 196 7 

Thank you very much, President Smart. I want to thank the 

Air Force Association for this very appropriate gift of a ground­

bound, 8 G, airline chair. It is received with a he artful of gratitude 

and, as well, to other parts of the anatomy I could mention. I sat in 

it and it seems to be comfortable and soft. And, it will recline. I 

want you to know that the President of the United States is opposed 

to such leisure and, like other officers, I take my orders and respond 

to the wish of the Commander-in-Chief. I was pleased that President 

Smart saw fit to note that I do a good deal of flying. He also appro­

priately noted that most of the turbulence that I have encountered has 

been on the ground. The reason for that is that my pilot avoids the 

turbulence when we are airborne, but when we're on the ground I'm 

in charge of my program, and we've run into a few storm clouds 

once in a while. I have traveled a great deal by air. So much so, 

that every time my grandchilden see an airplane, they point up to 

it and say "there 1 s Boppa. 11 I'm happy to tell you that I do a great 
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deal of my work in an airplane. I do use practically every known 

form of transportation, short of the space capsule. There have 

been several suggestions that I ought to try one of those. 

I was advised that, as Vice President, I have traveled over 

500, 000 miles by air in many different types of aircraft performing 

my duties. I have used many types of helicopters, commercial 

transport, and military transports. I've been in 26 countries, 

four continents, 49 states, and had over 500 air missions in less 

than three years as Vice President. I want you to know I work 

while I fly, and when I get back I generally stay up pretty late at 

night working on materials that came in while I was flying. I'm 

grateful to safe aircraft, reliable aircraft, high performance 

aircraft, and competent pilots and crew. I've had a wonderful 

experience visiting and being briefed with our officers and men 

of the United States Air Force, United States Navy, the Marine 

Corps, the United States Army, and the Coast Guard. All of 

them are in aviation to perform their missions. I have seen the 

fine quality of men and equipment. I have seen the aeronautical 

research and development of our Air Force and of all others 

involved in aviation. 
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I want you to know it was my own desire to attend today. I 

haven't had as much time here today as I would have liked. There 

is such a galaxy of exhibitions and exhibits that it would take much 

more time to see everything. 

I should add that I thought that the American participation in 

the air show at Paris this past year was superb. I think that the 

planning that went into it was the best that we've had except for 

next year. We're going to do better next time. About two years 

ago I had the opportunity of going to the Paris Air Show and I took 

a good look at it. When we came back, we made some recommendations 

and this year we had a good show. I don't believe that the United States 

should be second in any thing. That's just my simple creed in life. 

When I hear people say that we're doing pretty good I say well, that's 

not good enough. There's only one place for this country to be in 

anything that it attempts to do. It ought to be out front. It ought to 

be out front in space and aeronautics, science and technology, in 

education. It ought to be out front in good living, economic progress, 

and social stability. We can do it. I have unbounded faith in the 
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qualities of the American people and the ability of this nation to 

do whatever it wants to do. And I have little time for these timid 

souls that wonder whether we can do it. If we buckle down to the 

task, we can do what needs to be done. And it's about time every­

body in America makes up their minds that this is essential if 

you hope to be a leader. You can't be a leader by being timid. 

You cannot be a leader by hoping that it's going to work out. You 

cannot be a leader by being an apologist. You can be a leader by 

performance. High performance aircraft help a high performance 

country. 

Now, I'm privileged to be the Chairman of the National Aero­

nautics and Space Council, frequently called the Space Council. I 

worry that we put all the emphasis on the space side because, truly, 

the aeronautics side is of vital importance. Most of us are going 

to be using manned aircraft for a long time and it has a place in 

both the commercial and the military areas of our life that is 

second to none. We must spend a great deal of time, energy, 

and emphasis on aeronautics. I have a personal interest in good 
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advanced aircraft, reliable aircraft, and reliable performance 

and high efficiency aircraft. I was pleased today to see these 

advanced aircraft and new engines, to look at some of the exhibits 

on avionics and aircraft operation. 

Here I see the Air Force Association and industry teams working 

together. We often think of our respective endeavors as separate 

enterprises. We in government and you in industry are partners. 

That partnership must be one not merely of calling the shots or 

giving command but rather of a closer working association of dia­

logue and of discussion and finally of agreement on what we want to 

do. I thank the Air Force Association for its leadership, for its 

continuous emphasis upon the importance of aviation and particularly 

aeronautics. 

I said to Secretary Brown that one of the concerns that I have is 

that with all of this tremendous improvement in aviation such as the 

new jumbo transports, the capacity to lift large loads with huge 

helicopters, and with vertical take-off and the F-lll, etc., I still 

worry that we have not made a systems approach to solve ground 

problems. FAA, industry, and the military systems solve aircraft 
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problems. Since most Americans are going to be traveling in 

commercial aircraft, I think it's imperative that we take a good 

look at our capacity to handle the ever-increasing volume of 

aircraft and air travelers in our airpdt and community develop­
A 

ment programs. The mobility of people from airports to the 

center city or to their homes, the use of air freight, all of this 

requires, I think, a much more coordinated emphasis than it has 

had thus far. This is not to be critical of those who have taken on 

the responsibility. It's just a point of collectively doing a better 

job at all levels. This means FAA, USAF, Air Force Association, 

industry, or whoever it may be, has a bigger assignment in the 

years ahead. The aviation industry and all those associated with 

it, with the computer, the transistor, the electronics industry, 

the people who develop the engines and aircraft parts can do more 

in the next decade to relieve the social and economic problems of 

this country than any other industry. I urge upon you to give special 

consideration to the hiring of people who need jobs -- of walking the 

extra mile and putting in plants in what we call rural America as 

well as the large cities -- getting out where there is an untapped 
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labor force that can be trainined and outproduce anybody you've 

ever heard of. We have to stop some of the immigration to the 

massive cities of America. We must provide jobs and economic 

opportunity and cultural enrichment in what we call rural America 

and we can do it. I travel over this country; I've been in 49 states; 

I've seen more towns and cities in America than any public official 

with few exceptions. I see what people need and what they want. 

You're going to have city problems that will overwhelm you and 

inundate you unless we can do something to provide job opportunity, 

social opportunity, economic opportunity, educational opportunity, 

in cities that are of three million in size. We need to spread the 

base of America. To those of you who are in industry here today 

whether you are a president of a company or a staff worker, I hope 

that you will take this message back to your associates. I hope that 

you will take a good look at America. Believe it or not, there are 

many places in this country that are waiting for you. Believe it or 

not, there are real opportunities for you. There are real opportunities 

to make money, to make a better product, to do it better and faster 

than you ever dreamed possible. All you have to do is wake up, see 

the acres of diamonds that are at your feet. 

Thank you very much. 
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I C PRES I DENT HUBE T HUMPH EY 

I FO CE ASSOCIATION 

AS I TON, D. C. 

September 11, 1967 

Th xhibl I have seen and the briefings I hav 

received ere most impressive. Unfortunately, I haven't more 

time, s I ould like to s e and listen to the pr sentatlons of 

each of the many briefing displays. 

I s pie sed with the emphasis in the field of 

aviation ·- advanced aircraft, ngi nes, avionics, and oper tions. 

o one is a gr ater believ r than I am in the benefits to our 

society of the spac progr m -- but I do think major attention 

must be giv n also to improving ronautics. 

Here I see the ir Force Association and th Industry 

teams are dol ng just thal 
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e often call the ational Aeronautics and Space 

Council just ''he Space Council" for short -- but the 

aeronautics responsibilities are there too, and you can be 

sure that an~ne as mobile as I am gives attention to that 

field as well as to space. 

I am also impressed with the attention the Association 

is giving this year to education. Th "Education for th 1970's11 

program looked most interesting. This is one of our major 

chall nges -- to educate our young people so that th y can and 

will make the most of the opportunities and advantages this 

great country offers. I know with proper application of our 

new educational technology that they wi II do bett r than we have 

done -- nd I make no apology for the latter. 
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My congratulations to the ir Force Association for 

putting on this outstanding program -- which exemplifies 

initiatlve in the private and public sectors, Illustrates Imagination 

nd productJ vlty, and reve Is the resu Its of combl ni ng h rd work 

and advanced technology. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to be with you. 

I f I 
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