VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
THE TOAST - PRESIDENT SARAGAT LUNCHEON
Tuesday, S/1S/67

Department of State

Mr. President, Mr. Foreign Minister, Ladies and

Gentlemen:

It is a great pleasure, Mr. President for
Mrs. Humphrey and for me to return in some measure the
warm and cordial hospitality that you extended to
us when we visited Rome last spring. We left Rome
impressed with the great economic and social progress
of Ttalian democracy -- in no small measure due to
your leadership.

All civilized men are indebted to Italy.

We Americans are doubly indebted. All of us share
the benefits of Italian achievement in so many fields of
human endeavor. Millions of our citizens are bound to
Italy by ties of blood. From 1656, with the arrival of
a group of settlers from your native Piedmont, until
today, Americans of Italian origin have made tremendous
contributions to our nation. Some of those Americans
honor us by their presence today.

But there are deeper ties that bind us.

It was the Italian writer Varchi who first stated |
that: "He who determines the end, must provide the means.

We have long agreed on our objective -- our end,
that end is a just and peaceful world.

Our means: working together as close friends, as
partners, and as allies in a strong and responsive
Atlantic Alliance -- an alliance which 1o0ks beyond its
own problems to those of the world at large.

None of us here today, Mr. President, needs to be
reminded of your constant efforts to strengthen the bonds
which unite us. We are equally aware, Mr. President,
of your contributions to Italian democracy and of your
devotion to the ideals of Western European unity.

I very much hope, Mr. President, that during your
visit here . . .that in your conversations with President
Johnson . . .and in your meetings with officials of our
government and private American citizens, you have sensed
the feeling of kinship and affection which we in this
country hold for the Italian nation.

We welcome you, too, Mr. President, not only because
you permit us to reaffirm that friendship, but because
it allows us to express our esteem for you as a most
distinguished Chief of State and citizen of the world.

Ladies and Gentlemen: I ask you to raise your
glasses to His Excellency, Giuseppe Saragat, President
of the Italian Republic, who today celebrates his 69th
birthday, and to request you to join with me in wishing
him "Tanti Auguri", a long and happy future.
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