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VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

BIG BROTHERS DINNER HONORING WALTER WASHINGTON 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

NOVEMBER 9, 1967 

f. I am delighted to be here tonight and would have 

come even without an invitation. But let me tell you --
that I didn't have much choice in the matter. Drew 

Pearson's invitation contained the information that my 

boss had told him to tel~e to come. { ~ ;;;;:; g_ ~' -- -:::::: -:::::- ~ - ' -
[. The important thing about Drew Pearson is not !!:hose 

Vice President he can borrow for the evenin~f..4.•M• .,_ 
~ A.t~_4MrU.~- ~/J"f-i:Jt·~~ 'b · ~1fiS his compassion for the underdog -- the 



-2-

under-protected, under-educated, under-loved -- that is 
I 1 

as evident in his personal life as in his columns .• 

L Combine that instinct for humanity with grandfatherhoo!!r 

and the resu It is the man who has done more f~ 

Bro~herhood in Wa~ngton and in the nation than any othe~ 

/1 want to say a few words about another important 

Washington grandfather and Big Brother in a few minutes. 

~ut as chair~an of the .Pres~ent's Council on 

Youth Opportuni~ I first ~congratulate each and 

every one of you Big Brothers for the enormous contribution 

of time and energy you have put into salvaging young li vese 

~The number of fatherless fami lie:-: this ::try 

is risin~ especially in communities w~ opegr.tunity 

is also limited by poverty and racial discriminatiollf~ 
are going to pay a high price in undiscovered human potentia.J,. -
in juvenile deli nguency, and psychological disorder if the 



-3-

community does not reach out to those injured children 

with some substitute for fatherhood.0 

L I understand you have already reached 450 fatherless 

boys in Washington alone, and I can only urge that you 

keep up the good work. 

~The young people of this country depend very 

heavily on voluntary suP.E_ort from business group~- lillm. 

unions, churches, clubs and private individuals0~i!!!'ty tftJ% 

percent of the time and effort that goes into youth programs 
------~~#= === 

in America comes from private sources. 

regret to say, however, that this private support~~ 

~-••~t-concentrated where it is needed most. 

j_The Little League team~ the young peoples' societie.;. 

and other community-sponsored recreational activities 

usually serve those neighborhoods where the schools are 

reasonably good, the families stable and prosperous, and the 

play space adequate. 
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or rural ~_!!.IS -- the ones whose schools are ~.ff,~ 

inadequate .... the ones most likely to come from broken -
homes .... the ones whose cultural horizons are confined ar;-z.v 
to the ~of the street. 

Lrhe federal government, through project ~ead Start 
' 

the Neighborhood Youth Corps, the Job Corps has been 
A < > 

trying to give those kids a chance. 

j Last summer the Counci I on Youth Opportunity did 

its best to open up job and recreational opportunities for 

deprived-; e;listing the support of city governmen~ 
military bases, and voluntary groups all over the country. 

L _!:!} this country needs a sustained commitment 

to provide the very best in opportunity for every one of its 

young people on a year round basis. 
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L_, And that means more than check-book solutions for 

poverty of the purse. 

L.,1 t means love and personal human engagem~nt in 
~ .fi:iwf.upt:( 

the lives of l!liiiiJiia #Nho suffer crippling poverty of the 
p ~ ~ 4 

spirit. 
JL 

J-, Now I want to introduce that other prominent 

Big Brother. Ever si nee I have been Vice President, 

have served as a sort of unofficial, part-time mayor of 
• I 

Washington. 

~ve been involved in Washington city affairs just 

about enough to know this city has always needed a 

full-time, official mayor r 
ki! . -
0ow we have the best President Johnson could find 

anywhere in the United States -- Walter Washington-
os 

/.. And I think this ca£ital ~ity -- which is the center 

of the fastest-growing metropolitan area in the country --
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and which has more people than eleven of our states --

is on its way, y(/ 
)_ Washingto'}.:s through with part-time government --

part-time education, part-time crime control, part-time 

planning.. .. .., 

L,And __ .. __ . ,._ .. _~ .. under Walter Washington's 

leadership it wi II soon be through with e:rt-ti me 

democracy.L!...his city, that is so much more~n a 

~~ des ..... :_~rv_e_s _r .. ep_r_es_e_n_ta_ti_on_i n_c_on_.g"""r_ess, and I know 

Walter Washington was up on Capitol Hill fighting for it 

just this morning. 

LIt also needs Home Rule. 

I think we are going to get both, and soon. When 

we do, I predict that we are going to be ready with the 

best led city government in this country. 
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L.,~er, this plaque says, "W!lter Washington -­

the Walking Mayor -- a Big Brother who knows that a 

little brother never walks alone." ..... -
I am proud to have an opportunity to present. it 

to you, with the warmest thanks for all you have done 

for American youngsters in the pas} and with the 

greatest confidence in your future contribution to our 

# # # 
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