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‘ e must continue to escalate the War on Hunger, and

;1
t make sure that the American farmer gets a fair price for

his growing contribution to world peace and stability.

LFood is a powerful instrument for peace and freedom

“— in this hungry world -- and it is an instrument that is
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almost exclusively American/ No other nation can equal us
in quantity and quality of agricultural products, and our

pmEE ey

agricultural power gives us a critical margin of national
T,

strength.

‘,\.g.l-:ortunately we no longer have to depend only on

what is left over in our historic struagle to feed this
i a9 sl

world's populationhbe Food for Freedom Act

of 1966 gives us a virtually open-ended authority to assist

nations that are willing to help themselves.

bﬁ:t\z Food for Freedom is much more than an outlet for

2l

D

expanding farm production... much more than a way to

improve that one-acre-in-four share of our production
- ——

that we are able to export. ZJ t is good economics -- but it
—— -

is also good politics and good morals in underdeveloped

nations.
O ——
th saves lives and it reduces the toll of widespread
Tm—————— ———

malnutrutionJ\lt encourages political stability. / 1t promotes







4 _3 o

economic development. And it builds export markets for

farm productsg

LWe are prepared to use even more of our food abundance
in the War on Hunger. American food may well be the key

!
to world peaceg g‘ll HE M)‘ *:#:‘__ I
S

4 But we must find better ways to assure our farmer '

a fair price for their contribution to this

/’
| don't have to tell a farm audience diimmbioss=eme hHow

"

important that price assurance is, and the most important
L — -

way to secure it is to retain and imerove our existing
_CQm_ngji\; programs.  They are the best we have ever had
ML 0 [

ZThe record shows that farmers in this year's program are

\

getting an additional 48 cents a bushel on wheat, 12 cents
————

a bushel on corn, and 15 cents a pound on cotton.(Government
T —

payments, for a good many producers, are making the

— " |

difference this year between making a profit and losing money
S— — =
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APrices are down, as all of you know, and production
costs are up -- a deadly combination for farmers, After

year-by-year gains which pushed net farm income

———

up by 70 per cent since 1960, we have lost important

ground in a "lag" year.

MUnIess we can develop a weatherproof acreage

s,
allotment system’ which isn't Iikely, we are going to
have other years when over - production weakens pricesg
- ——aarry e E——— T

A This year's experience offers a convincing case for)ﬁdml

minimum price protection.
——————
AThe excellent growing weather has brought

- 82 | unprecedented abundance in nearly every g_r_am-prod_ucmg

k n_atg)nLHere in the United States, the grain harvest

was up 34 per cent over the five-year average.

—z S
Z\This tremendous increase in output, both here
e e

and abroad, must share the blame for lower grain pricesg
———— ’
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LWorIdwide conditipns, as we found this year, can

sharply reduce price response to production controls.g

Z This means we can no longer expect acreage cutbacks to strenﬂthen

prices to the extent they did 10 or 20 years agog #“"}'ML%

Z Our entire wheat production, for example, is now

only 15 per cent of worldwide production/ That means
D e e )

a 15 per cent cutback in our production represents only

a one and one-half per cent cutback in world production.

Or, put another wayA a 50 per cent cut in our production
would shrink world output only about seven and one-half
per cent.y

4 So we need additional tools to protect the farmers'

prices. Here at home that means newﬁ-

bargaining power for farmers. l

¢
2 The discussion of bargaining power carried on byMO
I e — .

CEII? has made a major contribution to greater
@emmsrerem—es

e




understanding of this subject. @J
/ | 2

%_ mers are not niv in a position tp decide the prices

they get for their products a“’n@ 6 !
cmmp— e

L Look at the language of commerces \We say the

hardware store w_s 39 cents a pound for nails;
General Motors charges three thousand dollars for a car.
Z But the farmer, who also produces and sells things,
Eﬂi five dollars and 20 cents, blend price, for his milk;
or_gie_t_s 26 dollars for his fed cattle.
/\The farmer deserves the_right to charge for his
products instead of w what the buyer decides
he can have,

L\Further progress toward economic equity for farm

people is going {o depend primarily on what they are able

e ———

to do for themselves.g 9&
C-O-MI—'BO od—_é_-_gb' fLLMJH..u‘
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[With the need for bargaining power in mind, we recently
EE———— T T

made a fundamental change in support loan policy to enable

more farmers to maintain control of their grain until they
- ——— ——r

solmm.&%%éf
e

choose to sell it.
e

LWhen crop loans expired under the old regulations,
ope—cmsa—

the government took over the stored grain, and at some

J

point had to sell it‘ There was no way the government could

get this grain off its hands without having some influence

on the market.

T T

}\The new policy returns this marketing decision to

S——————
[ =

producers, allowing them to retain title while extending the loan
—— e
. - :
under a reseal program. / The reseal privilege applies whether
&

the grain is in private or public StOrage s
———, p— . E—-———

I\This approach creates bargaining power for farmers and

we hope they use it to keep their prices up.é‘t fits

T

in with what you in NFO have been fighting to achieve.
e h
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l( Farmers need bargaining power. They want it, and they
e i
should have the right and the opportunity to use it}‘l:etter
to control their own economic destiny.q
eSS SR S

LPresident Johnson, Secretary Freeman and | are

going to do our best to see that you have that right and that !
el -
But let me make these points about sucCessful bargaining:
4 When you reduce the supply under the tobacco program,
SRR

the cotton program or the wheat and feed grains program,

=

farm bargaining power is increasedy
T e e AT e e S T

L When Secretary Freeman announced that he would not sell
government-held stocks of wheat and feed grains, farm

7
bargaining power was increasgd.

When you improve nutrition under the school milk,

school lunch, food stamp and domestic donation projgrams,

farm bargaining power is increased. Q

b "’*‘ﬁ'{,‘:ﬁ&f‘a‘“

M-Mw-, fHJJ-M.M
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z When you increase the number of people with ability
e o - R —
e e

to pay for food/ as this Administration n reducing

unemployment and fighting povert;;, farm bargaining power
h

L e S T TE——,  —

is increased. @

2 When you have the ability to maintain a reasonable
supply-demand balance %‘

power is increased. ||
#

Today we have farm programs that are critically important

to preserving that supply-demand balance. They deserve to

be defended, and they need to be defended, I

5 Z Those farm programs are under attack. More than
m_—

20 bills introduced in Congress this year would, for all

EMEEE— T

practical purposes, terminate existing farm programs.

farm bargaining

]§We got a preview of what can happen when a bill to
.

s

establish a strategic grain reserve was killed last month in
‘?

subcommittee.
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ZThat bill would have authorized us to pull surplus

[ S
grain out of the commercial market when prices were low.
P i ]

e

= S

Alt would have protected the nation in times of scarcityp
[And it would have helped the producer by substantially

boosting wheat, corn and soybean prices.

e

Z The sharp drop in wheat prices that followed the
——

subcommittee vote shows how important this bill was to

A
L = ey

producers.
——— T

AThis country needs strategic reserves of major farm
D e )

commodities. J 1t needs a program to keep these reserves at
SRRy S T T T e e

common-sense, clearly-defined levels. Q needs a program

that specifies how and when they can be released so they

do not interfere with the market. {And it needs a program

e T S,
—_

that relies on private inventories for normal business operations.
—-————-———h

O — e T S S T e
Ae harsh truth is that strong forces are at work trying

———————wem—nh o)

to undermine and destroy farm programs. .. programs thqt we

fought hard for and implemented with so much effort.

Sv\fv\a"‘“"‘j )\’tD\v




The facts are, as one study after another shows, that

net farm income would fall by one-third if present programs
——— e E———— T I

were dropped.

2 | don't have to spell out the likely consequences of

this -- for individual farm families, for the economic life

R

of rural America, or for our agricultural leadership in the

world.

LN

Ahave spoken today about a better deal for the American

%W&M.

But we all know there is more to this subject than just

farmer gm=

dollars and cents.

What we are really talking about is the quality of life
b ———————

in rural America -- the opportunities you and your children
-—-——"'uw Cnmm—

have to take advantage of the unprecedented standard of
ﬁ-::.—"- e T —mRE -

living that America_offers today.
W
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LWe are talking about better schools, better hospitals.

We are talking about communities that can afford the

public services which will attract new industries, new

job opportunities, and new income,
P o

Z We are talking about making it possible for rural

youngsters to stay on the farm, stay in the‘rhome towns:

and still look forward to a full and rewardin ng life.
ﬂ—-—
LToday, for every 175 rural youngsters who reach

working age there are fewer than 100 jobs. This year about
e

200 thousand of those young Americans will leave home and
H =

go into the city.

)\Thelr departure will make rural America a poorer placeo

j\ Their leaving will not only separate them from their families

but weaken our rural communities -- weaken them spi ritually
—Er— — —

as well as economically.
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)4 am for giving those youngsters -- and every other

American -- aAchoice about where to live, where to work,

——— ——— .
where to raise their families.

z If they wish to live in the cities, those cities should be

clean, wholesome and safe. Today, too often, they are not..’

—————mey, eSS gt

Zlf they want to live in a small town or on the farm,

they should be able to do so and enjoy a maximum standard

‘- of living in every way. Today, too often, they cannot.

T

LThe key 10 a fuIIy developed rural America -- and one

M‘M;v of the most important keys to the dilemma of urban blight

wwlywhich confronts this nation today -- is economic equity for

go the American farmer./ Today, too often, they do not have it.
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’ Existing progkams now provide the farmer with an

esisential margin df income protection --\but the farmer

e

must and should bg able to bargdin for a full share
J

of #ﬂs nation's unprecedented ,ﬁrosperity.

f
When rural Anerica lags/behind, all America suffers.
;

ﬁrhomas Jefferson wrote '"Those who labot in the earth

are the chosen people of od, if ever he hadia chosen

peopie.” \

|

f ever there wgge a chosen farmer, it i the American

farmdr. It is time started honoring him adcordingly.

T —— T

###
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Hubert H. Humphrey
National Farmers Organization
Louisville, Kentucky

December 7, 1967

Thank you, Oren, for inviting me to this great convention.
I think I've addressed nearly all of our farm organizations
at one time or another, but this is my first visit to an
N. F. 0. meeting. It's an honor.

I have a pretty good idea what most of you have on your
minds.

Clarence Darrow, the great lawyer, once defended a lady
charged with murder. When she had been acquitted, she rushed
over, hugged him, and asked, "oh, Mr. Darrow, how can I ever
repay you?"

"Madame,"” he replied, "ever since the ancients invented

money, there has been but one answer to that question.”
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I want to outline for you tonight four ways in which we can
help assure the American farmer equitable opportunities in
every area of life.

First, we mu@h continue to escalate the War on Hunger.

Food is a powerful instrument for constructive foreign
policy in this hungry world -- and it is an instrument that
is almost exclusively American.

Moreover, we no longer have to depend only on what is
left over in the historic struggle to feed this world's
exploding population. The Food for Freedom Act of 1966 gives
us a virtually open-ended authority to assist nations that are

willing to help themselves.
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All but 2 percent of the food aid supplied to countries
around the world in roughly the past decade has been provided
by the United States. We have shared over 150 million tons
of food, and have helped people in 114 countries. In this
effort, the Agency for International Development and the
Department of Agriculture serve primarily as catalysts and
energizers for private initiative. The additional resources
needed to meet the tasks ahead are fundamentally adequate
only through the private sector here and abroad.

An abundant supply 6f food is our margin of strength in
the power scheme of the world today. Other nations can surpass
us in population. And at least one other nation -- the Soviet

Union -~ can challenge us in terms of nuclear power.
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But there is no nationathat can equal us in terms of
our agricultural productivity and quality of agricultural
products.

We are ready to make full use of our abundance, and the
American farmers should get a fair price for their great
contribution to world peace and stability.

Food for Freedom is good politics, good economics and
good morals. And you are the people who have made it possible.

Here is my second point.

It is true that rural America is still behind.

More than twice as many farm families as city families

live below the powerty level.
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Less than half of our farm families have a decent house,
a good car, hot and cold running water, and a telephone. In
the city, three out of four have these advantages.

These deficiences are especially important to rural
youngsters who are about to choose a career and a place to
leve.

For every 175 rural youngsters who reach working age,
there are fewer than 100 jobs.

About 200 thousand of the young Americans living in rural
areas today will leave and go into the city this year.

Their departure will make rural America a poorer place.
Their leaving will not only separate them from their families,
but it will weaken our rural communities -- weaken them culturally

as well as economically.



COPY

And for what?...What is waiting for them? Some will find
fame and fortune. But many more of them will find themselves
confined to slums...doomed to low-paying jobs....isolated,
lonesome and hopeless.

America is caught in an Urbanization Trap in the last
third of the twentieth century.

Seventy percent of us already live on one percent of
the land.

We are going to have another 100 million Americans by
the end of this century, and all of them will live in the
cities if present trends continue.

Our cities are starved for space, fresh air, recreation.

Our rural areas are starved for jobs and opportunity.
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This society is rich enoggh and creative enough to
achieve a balance of growth and opportunity between rural
and urban areas.

In the 1930's, modernization meant rural electrification
and movie theaters in every town.

In the 1940's it meant many well-paved roads.

Now, it means airports capable of handling short-hop jets,
community colleges, modern hospitals and good doctors, and
the very best in elementary and secondary education. It means
golf courses and ballpesks. It means drama groups and art
classes in addition to church socials.

And it means economic viability -- new investment, new
job opportunities, a growing tax base. It means modern

America in your town -- your country.
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That kind of modernization is occurring in many parts of
rural America today.

Where it happens, it is the result of aggressive local
initiative, cooperation from private industries, and better
use of federal programs that already are available.

It happens because rural people and city people alike are
discover ing that the good life can be found in the countryside.

But the countryside cannot grow without prosperous farms.

So point three is this: Protect and improve our existing
commodity programs. They are the best we have ever had.

Government payments already are providing the margin
between profit and loss for many producers.

This year the program is paying the producer an additional
48 cents a bushel for wheat, 12 cents a bushel for corn, and

15 cents for each pound of cotton.



COPY

Until we develop a weather-proff acreage allotment
system we are going to experience crops that exceed our
expectations and farmers are going to need protection.

These programs offer that protection.

It is true that prices are down this year. After steady
progress since 1960, we are in a "lag" year. This is largely
because of phenomenal growing weather that brought unprecedented
harvests in almost every nation. Here in the United States
grain harvests were 34 percent higher this year than the
average for the past five years.

What has taken place over the past year should be
recognized by every farmer.

A year ago the evidence on world food production and
supplies was most unfavorable. The monsoons in India were

failing for the second successive year and short crops in the
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Communist countries had required large purchases from
Western exporters.

The disappearance of excess stocks in the United States
and an unfavorable wheat yield outlook contributed to the
uncertainty. The world was clearly in a short grain supply
position.

As a result, after a careful assessment of prcobable world
needs in the 18 months ahead, the national wheat acreage allot-
ments for the U. S. 1967 crop were increased sharply. Action
also was taken to increase acreage in feed grains and soybeans.

Then within a few weeks after these decisions were made,
the world outlook changed sharply with favorable prospects in

almost every major grain producing country.
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Canada, Australia and the Soviet Fiiion harvested record

wheat crops. Argentina and Western Europe harvested good

crops of both wheat and feed grains. Feed grain harvests in

Eastern Europe were good and a few months later South Africa

produced a record corn crop.

In the United States we have a record grain crop in

1967, with an overall increase of from 4 to 5 percent.

The 1967 feed grain crop is up 12 percent, the wheat

crop is up 19 percent, and rice and soybeans are up 7

percent over 1966. Cotton, on the other hand, is down 16

percent, and there's been a substantial drop in the 1967

fruit crop.

These are the reasons for the lower prices.

Some will interpret this as proof of a fatal flaw in the

system.
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Let me only say this to you: Progress is seldom smooth.
It usually comes in a series of forward thrusts followed by

temporary lapses. Today, even though the farmer is not

receiving his fair share, he still has someth .
And protect he must. For the programs that have given us

progress in the past and promise more in the future are under

attack. No fewer than 21 bills have been introduced in Congress

this year which would, for all practical purposes, result in

the termination of existing farm programs.

Don't think those calls for retreat will be stilled by the

time this program we all fought so hard dlor back in 1965 runs out

in 1969.

We got a taste of what can happen a few weeks ago when

legislation to establish a strategic grain reserve was killed

in subcommittee.
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That bill would have let us withdraw overabundant grain
stocks from the commercial market when prices were low. It
would have protected the consumer in times of scarcity. And
it would have helped the producer by substantially increasing
wheat, corn and soybean prices.

I can tell you that it was not killed by people who had
the farmers' interest at heart.

This country needs reserves of key agricultural
commodities. It needs a program that will keep those reserves
at common-sense, clearly defined levels....that specifies how
and when they can be released so that they do not interfere
with the normal market. And it needs a program that will
depend on private sector inventories for normal business
operations, but at the same time protect both consumer and

producer.
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Stocks required to maintain established levels of
reserves over and above the stocks in private positions could
be carried by the Commodity Credit Corporation. However,

CCC~ ed s db e .

The harsh truth is that there are people in this country

today who want to destroy our farm programs -- programs

which were fought for and implemented with so much effort.

But the facts are that without our present programs, net

farm income would fall by a third.

I don't have to spell out the likely consg@quences --

not only for individual farm families, but for the prospects of

rural America and for America's agricultural leadership in the

world.



COPRY

It would be tempting to say that extension and better
management of our existing programs will solve all the
farmer's problems. But it won't.

And that brings me to point four -- bargaining power.

I want to make some basic points regarding bargaining
power. When you decrease supply under the Tobacco Program,
the cotton program and the Wheat and Feed Grains Programs, it
increases farmers' bargaining power.

When Secretary Freeman announced that he would not sell
government stocks of wheat and feed grains, it increased
farmers' bargaining power.

When you improve nutrition under the school milk, school
lunch, food stamp and domestic donation programs, it increases

farmers' bargaining power.
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And when you increase the number of people with the
ability to buy and pay for food -- as this Administration has
done with its programs to reduce unemployment and to fight
poverty -- it increases farmers' bargaining power.

We in the Executive Branch are most anxious to consider
new ideas to increase farmer's bargaining power, even though
at times this may not appear to be so.

For example, more than two years ago I suggested that the
reseal program for grains and oil seeds be extended to
warehouse loans. As you know, in many instances farmers do not
have storage facilities on thier own farms and could not use
the reseal privilege.

At first I did not make any headway. But I persisted.
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I felt very strongly about this because the basic effect

of this approach -- and one that goes to the heart of the whole

subject of bargaining power -- is that this authority keeps the

ownership in the farmer's hands.

Under the previous system, farmers gave up ownership of

warehouse-loan grains and oilseeds to the Commodity Credit

Corporation upon maturity of the loan.

My persistence paid off, and now the reseal program

is a strong weapon in the farmers' arsenal in our efforts to

increase farmers' bargaining power.

The general public understands that farmers are not now

in a position to decide the prices they get for their products.

Look at the language of commerce: We say the hardware

store charges 39 cents for a pound of nails, General Motors

charges 3 thousand dollars for a car.
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But the fmn@:@ Y&nd sells things, gets
five dollars and 20 cents, blend, for his milk, or gets 26
dollars for his fat cattle.
Ehe farmer deserves the right to charge for his products
instead of getting what the buyer decides he should have.
It has become clearly evident that further progress toward
parity of income for farm people must depend primarily on
what they can do for themselves. It will depend on their
ability to malntain supply-demand balance -- and specifically
on their ability to increase their economic muscle or
bargaining power in the marketplace.
One of the means for improving farmer bargaining power
is through expansion and improvement of our farmer cooperatives.
The great advantage of a cooperative is that your voice
is heard. Standing alone you amount to very little in the

competition of being heard, but standing together you make,
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as they would say in Biblical terms, a loud noise, and you
will be heard,

This is a big country. Everything is big today. We have
a big population, big business, big labor, big outlets, big
retailers, big wholesalers and big manufacturers. If you
try to bargain alone, you will be exercising an old American
characteristic of individualism. But you're not likely to do
very well in terms of your bargaining power.

Farmers need bargaining power. They have the desire --
and they should have the right ~- to get firm control of their
own economic destiny.

Competition is a great American tradition -- but so is
equity. If American farmers are going to get equity, they are

going to have to bargain.
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President Johnson, Secretary Freeman and I are going to do
our best to see that you have the right to bargain.

It will not be easy for thousands of independent
producers to bargain effectively. There will be difficulties.

Producers of many significant crops are scattered
throughout many states. Geography will make it difficult
for them to confer and cooperate.

For some commodities it will be difficult to control a
sufficiently large percentage of the product. Unity of
organization for effective action on production will present
problems.

But we have faced greater difficulties and won through.
Bargaining for labor had its own catalogue of so-called

impossibilities, most of which have been realized.
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with the best diet -- at the lowest real cost -- of any
agriculture in the world. And its high time it was rewarded
fairly for doing so -- fairly in the marketplace where it
really counts.

Tonight I have given you the plain facts as I see them.

Our debt to the American farmer is great -- and it has
not been repaid.

Our progress in recent years has been substantial -- but
much remains to be done.

Our government and its programs now provide the farmer
with an essential margin of protection -- although it does
not guarantee him prosperity.

The farmer is entitled to the bargaining power enjoyed

by others in our economy. No more and no less.
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The problems of our cities and those of rural America

are in reality a single national problem that demands the

attention of us all.

Food power used in the War on Hunger is America's

special weapon in the guést for peace.

Let's close the Prosperity Gap once and for all.

Let this be one America, under God, with liberty,

justice, and a fair share for all.

Thomas Jefferson wrote, "Those who labor in the earth

are chosen people of God, if ever he had a chosen people.”

If ever there were a chosen farmer, it is the American

farmer. May this nation honor him accordingly.
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Thank you very, very much Oren Lee Staley. Thank ycu my very
goed friend and cne of the truly great lsaders in this countey in
any field, whether it's sgriculture cor any cther ares of ocur society.
I went tc sglute your Natlonal President. I like & lot of things
about him. 1 Just met his vife. She's pretity tce. But I like the
fact that he's a stand-up man, He's a fighter for what he believes in
and he's vorked his heart cut for you wonderful pecple ocut here in
this audience and all over Americs,

May 1 sey to George Madsen end my friends from ¥innesota how
wuch I appreciate this pin. 1 wish that you'd had those yrins made
ready befeore that Purdue game thet we had., HNinnesota wanted to go
to the Rose Bowl and 1 think our pins were toc swall, or there vsas
something that went wrong anyway, but it sure looks gocd, I've never
seen & gopher lockK so happy. And 1 would wear it all during this
speaechjsbut I've had a hard day and I don't want to put any nore
weight on my sboulders right now then I need tc. 8¢, if Cecrge will
forgive me, 1'11l set 1t cver here with this fine plague and spend a
little time visiting with ycu.

Oren, Mr, Staley, first may 1 thank you very wuch for the honor
that you've bestowed ujpon me and for the privilege that's mirne cof
being here with you and your officers and delegztes from =1l over
this great agricultural Midwest, Scuth, all over America. This aud-

itordum has been in national fame only recently. There was a big

Taped address by the Vice President of the United Ststes, Fubert I,
Humphrey, to the Netional Cenvention of the Nationsl Prrmers Organizetion,

Louigvilla, Kentucky, December 7, 1567, 8:00 P.¥, (EST).




prize fight ocut here, but I think there's more fight in the ¥. F. 0.
than there was in both of those fellows that were in this stadium.
But I'11 tell you, what they should have done wes bad the fight at
the sawe time that you came to town., They'd of hed a big sudience.
Oren Lee told me, bhe sxid, Hubert, if you have & little time
and you cculd drop down to Louisville, I'd like to have you meet &
few cof my relatives and a few of my neighbors. Why, I said, I don't
know if I can do thet or not, but I way be able to. Well, he said,
we'ld like to have you drop in for a little sccial ocession. Te'll
have a few folks down there. I want tc tell you this Cren Lee Staley
sure deoes have a big family. And from what I bear it's getting bipger
gll the time. But ycu know, for a man from Washington te get an in-
vitation to come cut here is rezlly quite & jprivilege. Gesh, you
know sometimes you wonder if you sre going to get invited to any-
thing, after you read the polls and see what happens., Ifve got to
tell Oven Lee wy favorite story about getting invited. You know,
they tell this story ebout this industrialist that bhed & fine plant
and he had a good unicn in that plent. They did a lot of ccllective
bargaining., The industrislist wes taken seriocusly i1l and he vent
off te the hospital, znd nebody called him, robody sent him = letter,
ncvody sent him a card; no get well cards, no flowers. The poor cld
fellow was up there in the hospital as lonescme as could be =nd sicker
than he ought to be. Then one day the Executive Cemmittae of the
local union had & meeting and they discuss=ed the conditicn cof their
btoss. After due deliberation, they pessed a resolution and they de-
clded to send a get well card tc the voss of the plant. And the

message read like this: "The Executive Committee of Local 180 has
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wet and duly considered your Condition., And after considerable debate
and discussion, by a vote of 8 tc 7, we wish you & speedy racovery."

1 don't know vhether Oren Lee Staley had a vcte or net, but It1l tell
you, I'm glad I'm here.

This is a rather historic evening, I'm sure we all know, if wve
reflect for just a moment, that December 7 stands in the history of
Americe as a; well, as Franklin Roosevelt cnce said s day of infamy",
but at least a great historical date. 1t was 26 years sgo on December 7,
1641 that this naticn was attacked and ve were plunged into World ¥ap 11,
€6 years sgo. And leading up tc that historic and fateful day vere a
whole series of events vhich come flashing back thrcugh cur minds new.
Events of an aggressor and aggression. Bvents of where democracies
withdrew and backed up, refused to stand their ground. Events of
where free people thcught that they could get peace in their time by
appeasing, and then Hitler's attack, and then that fateful znd dastardly
attack on Pearl Harbor, December 7, 1541. That date reminds us of the
imperative need of cur country being ever alert to the danger within
and danger without. It alsc reminds us of the imperative necessity of
staying strong. Fot just wilitarily, even though that is vitel in
this world of today, but stayirng strong in ocur economy, steying strong
in terms of ocur people, Our pecple that sre educated and healthy, and
pecple that are deveoted to what this ceuntry stands for end what it has
meant throughcut the wany generations of it's histery. Yes, December 7
is & day that should remind everyone that vwe either "heng tcopether® sg
Ben Franklin said, Yor ve hang separztely". It reminds us of the im-
portance of collective security. It reminds us of the importance of
being prepared. It reminds us of the impertance of facing the threat
of aggressicn befcre it gets too mach, before the world is engulfed in

Arzageddon,



Only 30 days agc tonight your Vice President was in Demck,
Indonesia, far away from Louilsville, Kentucky, in a strange land, but
the fifth largest nation on the face of the earth, I had spent several
days in Viet Nam. 1t was my fifth trip to Asia since I became your
Vice President. Some of you may ask, well, why so many times? Be-
cause, my fellow Americans, over 50% of Ged's children of humanity
live in Asis. And it just is my view that the hope of peace or the
possibility of total conflagration, total var, may be decided by
what happens in Asia. Therefore, ve take & keen interest in it.
Therefore, we feel that sometimes it is more important te be concerned
about the Far East and vhat happens there, than it igs even tc be con-
cerned about our ovn East Ceast and vhat happens there. Both are im-
portant, but the fate of menkind no longer is in any one persen's
hands 2nd, more importantly, there isn't sny way that we can isclate
curselves any longer. We're in this world znd it's a smeller one every
year. And thers isn't any way that ycu can "stop the werld, I want
to get off", acceording to that cld song. I've got a2 few folks that I
know would like to get off and I've got & few that I'd be glad to let
off, tut I can't stop the world., And while I know that ve're going to
be in space travel and I know that we're going to iut & msn on the
moon, 1 haven't volunteered for that mission, but I've got some folks
that I'd be glad to recommend. But, be that as it may, my fellow
Americans, this little world of ocurs is shrinking. It takes no longer
to travel from Chicago to Saigon in 1967 than it did to ge from Chiezgo
to London In 1940, 8o what seems to be a far away place is really just
next deor and what seems to be people with strange names a2nd different
cultures are very much a part of a cone world; £nd ve have an intervest

in that world for our children and their children and yet generations

unborn.
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I d1dn't come bere tonight to discuss foreign poliey with you, but
I think it's well that whatever we do or say we jut im proper context.
There isn't anything that we do, anything that we seay, that dossu't
affect vhat goes on here in Awerica, and what goes on here in America,
affects what gzoes on in the world. We're so mueh an important part of
this world. Now some people say we try to do too much. Thet's always
& debatable point. All 1 can tell you is this, that, if Americe with
it's wealth end it's power cennot belp the weak defend themselves; if
Americs with all of it's wealith snd it's power cannot help the bungry to
be fec; if Americes with all of it's science and itt's technology cznnot
help other peeple to build s better life; them I ask you vho ean? Yho
con? There are forces in the world that sre perfectly wiiling to move
in, take over. We do not seek to take over anybedy, anywhere, at eny
time. I know of no nation in the history of mankind that hes given so
much of 1t's blood znd it's treasure and expected sc little. A1l thet
we have really expected and all we have really hoped for is what avary
wan =nd vwowan in this audisnce prays for, what every one of us hopes
for, a just snd sn enduring peace. That's the gosl of your country,
and it must b2 the geal of every person in this country. DBut let me
sey this to you. 4 very famous, world famcus churchman, the late and
teloved Pope John XXIII, said that where there is constant wanty there
is no pesce. V¥here there is poverty and bunger, there is no vesce,
ind the resl threat to vorld pesce todey, at home and ebroad, 1s
frustration, poverty, diseasze, want, hunger. I saw this netion, that
I menticned of Indonesia, over 100 willien pecple potentially rieh.
I vent thers a s your Vice President. Tvc yesrs ago it vouid heve
been impessible., Teo yeers ago the "hate Asmerica® FTOgram was undery

way. Tve years ago this grest nation was 2 czptive of the Ceommunist



Party out of Peking, Chinz. Two years agd il bed leadership thet had
exploited it., 1 saw & country in ruins. I saw & Capitol city that

was literally ravaged. I saw a pecple in & ration thet had been bled
white end yet I s=¥ 2 new leadership and I suv & brave pecvple only cne
month ago, struggling =s ve have struggled, struggling te bring them-
selves up, out of the dirt tc stand high 2nd ereet snd dignified ang
vhat did they ask of America. I tuiked to their new iesders, President
Suharto. 1 telked to their ycung pecple that vere educated in Awerican
universitiss, that now are in that gcvernment, 1 tsalked to thedir {zrm
co-vperative leaders. I talked to their lebor lesders. I went In te
Cezntrel Java. Lock at the map sometime snd see what I spesk of, I
¥snt to a2 city ~ to & city thel sas the caiitol of the Cossurist Perty
of Indcnesim, I was teld it was dangerous. I vas tolc thst Ly sscurity
coulid not be sssured, but I went there becruse I wented to see vhat they
were trying to do,snd what die¢ I find. I found thoussnds of young wen,
theusends of them, ledies and gentlemen, thoussnds of young wen out
there cleaning cut the drainage ditches, clesning out ihe irrigation
ditches, fixing up thedr fields vith & simple hoe snd shovel and baving
thelr wages pmid in ground cern frur the Urited States of previca.

Corr meel {rom ocur country - vork = what king of veges == food for
Worke /And lsdies s1d gentlemen, these young mern, and sowe of thep

Lot so young, would work 16 hours' s day on an incentive gysten,
sothat they could have encugh to est for their family. vhet éigd

they ask for from us? Guns — no - vest sums of money - very littls,
tut they cswe tc me one =fter srocther and sald, Mr. Viee President,

wefre hungry. ¥e desperately resd foed, OCur country bas been sxploited.

We suffer a drcuth. Ve have = population that is growing and the i

enemxies of freedom fesd on our misery. We nesd rice. Ve need B.;T
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wheat, Ye nesd corn. Ye need vegetable oils. ¥e nes=d fats, Ve need
food,

Ladles and gentlemen, I came back to your Congress, back to your
President, with this wessage and sald, ¥e bave a chance to ssve a natien
through food, through Godts blessing of food. "@ive wue this day ocur
daily bread." 8o I come to salute peacetime sclidiers. 1 ccme to
salute the farmers of Americe, as 1 do vherever I go, vhether I =g in
Few York City or Ban Francisco or Daeliss, Texas or Minnee.0lis cr ot.
Paul. Vberever 1 go 1 pay my resyects to the tiilers of the sc11 to
the stewards of the land. And I want to sey right now that auerics
would not be what it is were it not for you and your femilies, and
those who preceded ycu and those who will yet come alter ycu. Remenbter
it ves the embatiled farmer at Lexington and Cencord, the esbrttled
farmer. That's where cur independence gtarted, and we cught never to
ferget it, fThere's much talk these days atout war, snd I come here
tonight to ask you to escalete that war on hunger, the wer on bunger,
and to wake sure seccndly, that as You do your job of predueing, Just
exsctly a5 & man in the feetory produces, that the Américen fermer will
get » falr price, for giving this contribution. That the Americen
farmer will receive a feir price for his growing contributicn to world
rpeace and stabllity. And I want every American to xnow that thatts a
spell price to pay.

Hurriedly, I locked over socme of your rescluticns ss I szt here,
while my friend, Oren Lee Stsley, was introducing we and spenking te
you. And I locked down the lime, and I haven't had a chence to read
them all but I know this, that what I've read on this first page locks
mighty geod to me. And I can say to you that vhen you ssek only a
price of £1.50 for corn and $5.00 for soybesns znd not iess than 2.002 bu.



for vwheat, you're not asking for wmuch. At the wost you'rve asking for
equity, for 2 fair deal, and you're entitled to it. And I'm going to
talk to you tonight sbout how we'lre geing to get to those limited goals
and, my, those are limited, I'm not unmindful of the fact thet 15 years
ggo some of these prices were even bigher than that, Mame pe any other
commodity in Americm that has gone down. I krov of none., You cantt
even get a nickel candy bar., 8o what I've told you is thet food is s
powerful Instrument, a powerful instrument, for pesce and for freedom
in this hungry world. And it is an instrument, thankfully for a
moment at least, that 1s alwost exclusively American. No other nation
can equal us in quantity or gquality of cur agricultural preduets and
cur agricultural power. 1 want generals and bankers and politicians
and statesmen to know this: That it is our sgricultural pcwer that
gives us ths critical margin of nationsl strength thet this country
possesses today,

I've been et this business 2 long time, mry friends, and what I'm
saying to you tonight is not new, I believe it with 211 sy heart and
soul., I grew up in the Midvest. &y scther is still there. Scme of
wy loved cnes are buried there. Uy grarndperents veve Tern folks.,

I didn't got to be a farmer, I just became a rharpéecist, but I want
to tell you, I seld a lot of hog chelera serum, and I did teke care of
a few chickens that had the rcup.,

%ell, we know that we are a little mere forturate tedrny than ve
were sowe years back with ocur Feood For Feace Program. For & tipe all
we hed in that food progrem was what was left ever by the acgcident of
production. But the Food For Freedom Act of 1966 gives us & virtuelly
open~ended authority to sssisv vations that are willing to belp them-

selves. But Food For Freedom i: much more than an cutlet for expanding



farm production. It's much were than a ‘way to improve the cne-ncre-
to-fcur share of our producticn vhich ve are zble to expoert. Feod For
Freedow is good econcmics, that's for sure, but it is 2lsc good politics
and good morals in & world that crys cut fer help and for sssistance.
It saves lives and what better thing can you do. It reduces the toll
of widespread malrutrition, and wmillioms of little chkildren are
stunted intellectually snd physicelly all of their lives because of

a deficiency in protein in those childhcod years. Protein deficlency
tekes 2 terrible toll of intellect and health, Food For Freedom pro-
motes politddal stability. It promotes econcmic development. It
builds export markets, and we need those markets and, thank goodness,
I noticed what you said in one of your resclutions here, Nr, Staley,
of your interest in the farmers of America having & bigger snd &
better share of the expert ssrket. And 1 went to Burcpe this last
spring to fight for that share; tc wmeke sure that we got & better
world price for our wheast a2nd our feed grzins and thet ve were not
blocked out of the Eurcpean markets. 1 can repcrt to ycou, vwe nade
some progress, a let more than i we hadn't of taken the trip., 1 vas
& good bargainer for you, Oren Lee, good collective bargaining...

So you see what I'm trying to say to you is we sust be prepared to
use even more of ocur food abundance in the war on hunger, because I
sincerely bvelieve that Aserican food mey well be the sey to world
peace snd I can tell you tonight that your President bas ordered the
Department of Agriculture mnd our Department of State to utilize this
abundance to help other people with our food and, in the ssme process,
te help the farmers of America in their bargaining for & falr price

for their commodity.
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Fow I went tc outline tonight a few things that we cen dc in the
months ahead to assure cur farmers a tetter break, better in terms of
price and incowe, znd that's right at the top of the list, and in the

quality of rurel life and opportunity. I'm not one of these fellows

vho comes cut end tells you you pever had it so good. I know better
T aa————

.

thangfpgt. But I'w also going to tell you some of the things that
bave been dona and what sore we need to do, as I sse it. I don't
have to tell a farm sudience anything about the imbortaﬁca c¢f priee
security and price assurance. You krov it. And the cost izportant
way to secure & fair price is to retzin what wetve done ernd improve,
yes, greatly iwmprove, cur existing cosmpodity programs.

Senator Hilton Young, I saw him just before I came here tondight,
wetre gocd friends - Oh, I guess we have & little political difference
once in & while, tut that just sort of keeps the broth bedling, you know,
Wie're vary close friends. And 1 belisve he told you the fight that ve
have cn our hands, even to retein vhat ve bave. And tbis man is a
farmer if there ever was one, And he's a good Benator tec. The

programs that vwe have nov are the best that we've beer able to get

thus far. I think they are the best that welve had thus far, but
N——-""-'%M

they need to be strengthened. The record shows that farmers in this
-“._—"""-s -
years progrsm are getting an sdditicnal 48¢ 2 busbel on vhezt, those

thet are in the program, 12¢ on corn, vhich is sorely needed, snd 15¢

& pound on cotton. We know this to be a fact - goeverrment payments

for many producers are meking the difference this year betveen 2 little
profit and losing money. But ve alsc krow something else, prices sre
down snd produetion costs are up, which is the deadly cembination for

farmers, After yzar by yesr geins, which [ushed net fare inccwe up
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about 70% over 1960 levels, we bave lest important ground in this the
lag year, And unlesa we can develop a veatherprocf ncreage allotmant
system, vhichk isn't likely, we're golng to have cther years vhen over-
produeticn weakens prices. This year's experience cffers 2 ccnvincing
case for effective minimum price jprotecticn, But effective minibum
price protecticn is not encugh., We can't settle in America for mini-
mams,. That isnt't goed encugh. Not Just & minimum price or 2 minisum
standard of living or & winimum Jjob. Asericans ocught to be lccking

to bigher ground, = feir price, & good Job and & good stendsrd of
living. That's vhat a2 citizen of the United States of America deserves
when he works and puts himself to the tesk of doing something for him-
self and his family.

Thkis is all old hat tec you, you knov it batter than I do, that ve
had the mest unbelievably good growing weather this past yesr, snd in-
deed around the world these last tvwo years, that vetve ever experienced.
Countries thst hadn't hed & crop for 8 years had & bupmper crop this
year. FHere in the United Btates the grain harvest vas up 349 cver the
last S-year average. W¥e just haven't been able to figure sll this cut
yet. All these fcrecasts of the metecrologists snd the weathermen,
and we've even got space satalites up there looking at it now., It still
fools you - still focls yow. Yeu know I lived in South Dakota a long,
long time, born there, raised there, and Humpbrey's Drug Store is still
cut there in Huron. 1In case you go by, drop in. Ve need the business.
I like to Just give myself a little commercial. And I saw, you krow, I
used to look up in the skies vhen I was 2 boy sut there, and there'd be
those big black clouds =nd I'd say, "Dad, do you think it's going to
rain?" And he'd say, "No, son, those are just the empties coming beck,.m

You know they teld that story sbout the little fellow with his ded



that went into the clothing store, golng te buy a suilt for Confirmatien.
And he got in there and the elerk Just bad the sale all about wrapped up
and-all at once the dad grabbed the boy by the band and they flew cut
the frent door. The clerk seild, "What in the vorld is wrong? vhat

have I done?" He ssid, "You haven't done a thing that's wrong, sir,
but listen, my boy's 15 yesrs old. He's never seen it rain and he

may never saee¢ it rain agaln, and 1 want bhie to get one gocod lock at

this thing that's happening out there." And that's abcut the way it
wes. Yeu cculdn't predict the weather, nor csn we prediect it now,

with any accuracy. And thls trememdcous Iincrease in cutput, both here
and abroad has placed a heavy burden on the market erd it hes & share
of the bleme for the lower grain prices, Vorldvide conditions as ve
found this yesr, cen sharply reduce price responss to production mansge-
ment and controls. This means ve can no longer expect acresge cutbacks
to strengthen prices to the extent that they did 10 or &0 years ago.
Things ere different. I was told maybe 1 cught nct to say this, but

I 8aid to a friend of miné, why not, it's true. Welre growt up pevple,
we have to face facts. Our entire wheat producticn, for example,

is only 15¢ of the totzl worldwide production. Twenty-five yesrs ago

it was such larger. 1Tvwenty-five years age whest production ves like 8
series of lakes in Minnescota separated one from ancther. Toduy the
wheat pecol is like an ocean - the world poel, And here ve are cnly 159
of 4t, and this mweans that even if you tske a 10% cutbacx in cur pro-
duction, it represents only s 13¥ cutbsck in vorld producticn. And vhen
we cut back scmetimes other pecple push up. And vhat you're talking
about is a world pool of cemmodities. Or to put it sven ancther way

the most drastic way, a 50% ocut in ocur preduction vould shrink world
cutput enly about 7:%.
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You see, this 1s why Oren Lee Staley bas been telling you, and
rightly so, that we cannot depend just on the old methods. It isntt
good encugh, ¥e bave to de other things. We have to find other ways.
M=ybe we have to learn from cther pecple. 8o we nsed sdditicnal tools
to protect the fermwers prices, and here at home additicnzl tools means
Just one thing, effective working bergeining pover in the marketplace
for the ferm producer. That's what it mezns. Now my friends, you had
to teke the brunt of this bsttle, Wherever you want to change anyihing,
you are going to get in scme Llrouble. Ycu know that., Why I'il tell
you vhen the first automcbile came in, the livery stables were righty
unhappy. And when the first radio came in, the phonogragh menufscturers
were unhappy. There's always »ith change trouble. It's even like in
our own scciety, there's 2 gremt change taking place now - social
change. 1 compared it the other day to a2 flight in an girplane, I fly
& great deel, and everytime 1 leave the airpoert, before I go, I c¢sll
up the westherman or get shold ¢f the pilot and gay, "Bay, hov's the
weather?" And scmetiwes they'll say "well, I'1l tell you, itts geing
tc e a little rough.”" I'11 say, "Phat's the troubles® "wWell, vetre
coming ocut of one weather syster snd moeving inte another znd when you
come out of & low and wmove into a high, ycu have turbulence." Have you
had some of those flights? I bave - scare the living deyligbts cut of
you. You really get religicn in & bhurry on scme oi those trips, I'11
tell you.

Well, my dear friends marketing vractices are changing, producticn
practices are changing, All kinds of things are changing. And this
organizetion understands it. I think the great achievement of the
N. F. 0. is 4t's up-to-date. It understends whatt!s godng on in the

modern verld. For a scn of 2 druggist z2nd & druggist, I cught not to
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bave & cold, but I have. But when I see & farm nudiamcc;-i“ﬁii varped
up. And I'm giad to be here with you and, now listen dear frianda,
¥hat youtve dene in your work snd diecussing, even just in the stage
of discussing, bargeining power carried on by the ¥N. ¥. 0., this has
been a wajor contributicn te 2 grester understanding of this sulject.
¥hy you've talked so much szbout it and done so much abeut it, yeu
baven't only ccnvinced scme of the public, you're convineing the
Government. Abbhbhhhil My desr friends, 1 iuow that sometimes you've
been very disccuraged with us. Obh, you've scolded us, and rightly sc,
meny times. Of ccurse, I dontt like it, I den't want you to get too
oversold on this propesition., But this is the w-y ve do e¢hange in ocur
country. It doesn'i ccme easy. Ovrganized labor didnt't get vhat it bhas
today vy Just going around saying, "I think it's & good ides." MNot at
ally Modern Ameriecan industry didn't grov to wkat it is today because
sewebody said, "I think 1t's sort of a nice thirg teo do." They fought
for 1t. '1hey worked for it. They planned feor it. They sacrificed for
it. Ihqy bed te have leadership. I don't knov whether vou folks know
vhother he has - listen, I didn't come out here to praise Oren Lae
Staley, even though 1 am. I want to tell you this, that you've baen
wighty fortunate. I know of very few pecple in this country that have
the percepticn of the future &nd an understanding of the present, not
only in agriculture but in the total econcmy of this country, ss your
President and your officers of this crgsnizsticn,

If 1 understand wbat you want, it is that farmers went to be in
a position teo declide the price that they are geing to get for their
cosmedities, That's vhat you want to do. Now that's net very reveiu-
tionary. Most everybody else does, you know. But the fset of the
matter 1s that vight now you'ré having to fight for that right. Right

”
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now farpers do not find themselves in the position to decide tﬁe

prices they get for their products. And that's vwhy the N. F. 0. fights
for bargaining »nd bargsining power. That's why I'm here tonight,

I'm bere for cne purpose tenight. 1'm here to tell you that the Tight
that you'lve carried on has reached the high counsels of this Government.
I'm bere to tell you thaet we know that you're con the right road. I
want you to know that I, &s your Vice President, and spsaking for our
President of the United States, ve are s8banding vith you. ¥e want to
be with you. We want to work vith ycu and that's ¥hy Hubert Fumphrey,
Vice President, came here tonight, so youtd know it,

Itve been ir public 1ife & lcng time, and I know scweboedy's going
to say, "Well, he shouldntt bave gone that far.® Well, I didn't go
very far. Look at the language of business and commerce, snd believe
me, I believe in our business system, I vent you to know I believe in
the jrofit system. 1 believe in it for the busziness man. ] believe
in it for the farmer, and ] believe in & fair snd good wage for a
worder., 1 think that!s the only way this country goes shead. I dont't
think you can make any money out of paupers, I den't believe in sconcny
that's like a 3-legged stoocl vwith cne leg shorter than the others is 2
very stable eccnomy, 1 watched some cld farm friends of mine try to
do scme milking on cne of those short legyed S-legged stools, and the
enly one that came cut on top wes the cow,

¥ell, let's lock at the language of commerce. WYe ssy, fer exsmple,
the herdvere sture charges 3294 a pound for nails, That's thse price -
itts put right on there. General Motors charges §3,000 - $4,000 for »
car, but the fsrmer, vhe also produces and sells things, what do they
sgy about him. Well, he'll get - not cherge - but, he'll get - Oh,
§5.00 - 84,50 - §5.20 blend price for his wilk, depending on vhich
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year it 1s, Or het'll get Z4¢ - E£5¢ - E6¢ for his fed cattle. BHe gets
it. Fe doesn't charge it. He gets vhet scweboedy is willing te give

bim., Now lasdies and gentlemen, I'm going to make & very conservative
statement, One thst is fully within the lexicon, within the language

of Awerican business, The {armer deserves the right te charge for his
products like anybedy else, instead of getting vhat the buyer deeides

he ecan give him or what the farmer can have. Thatts what it's all about.

But let me be equally candid vith you. The preogress thet vetre
talking sbout, further progress, towards ecconcmic equity, economic
Justice for farm pecple, is going to depend priwarily on what they sre
able to do for themselves., That's why you're here. Oh yes, governvent
programs help. Believe me, they dc help. Loans, rurcha ses, Farmers
Home Adwinistration, Comwodity Credit, R. E. A., R. T. A., all of it
helps. You 2xnd I know that. We don't vant to lose & bit of it. Te
don't want to throw ocut the baby, ycu know, when youtre tcssing cut the
water fromw the boat. No, we want to keep what we have. But agsin, I
repeat what that Senator from North Dakota told yeu last night. Yerm
politicel power in the Congress regretably bas dimished, snd the reason
it's dimished 1s becesuss of the shift of population. Thersfore, my
fellow Ameriecans, if your political power in the Halls of Congress
dimishes, then you must incresase your eccnomic power in the msrket
place. And that's vhat you're trying tec do.

Fow 1'm not ocut here to organize for N. P. 0. Yocu've got better
crganizers than I'll ever be. But I want t¢ talk to you & little bit
about scme of the ways that we, in Government, can help on this bsr-
grining power, becsuse we ought to be partners. And If've been trying
tc help make it that way, COren Lee. Let ne tell you thst I've been

trying, s your Vice President, to preach the doctrine of understanding
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and tolerance, tp presch the dectrine of co-opsretion and partnership
between the Qovernment and every segment of this economy. ¥e don't
need the Government fighting farmers or business, or business and
farpers fighting the Government. It's your Goversment. Ve ought to
be on the same tesm, znd when va got together like we are tonight
we're going to be on the same team. We'lre going to lesrn from each
cther., At least, I'm going to lesrn from you. 1 already bave. Itve
got a big teacher ripght here along side of me.

With that need for bargsining power in mind, we recently wade a
very fundamental change in the support loan policy tc ensble mere farmers
to meintain contrel of their grain until they choose to sall it. When |
crop losns expired under the cld regulations, the QGovernment took over
the stored grsin and at some point had to sell it. And there was no
vay the Government cculd get this grein off its hands without having
some influence on the market. You know it and I Know it. The new
policy, and I bhad a hand in it, your President had o direet band in
it, in fact, he ordered it, returns this marketing decision to the

producers, allowing them to retsin title vhile extending the lcan
under & ;}%F:QSErogran and that rqﬁaie privilege applies whether the
grain is stored on the farm or in a cosmmercial warehouse, or in your
own co-op elevater. Before, you could alwsys store it on the farm

and have » €, but vhat if you don't have facilities on the farm,
then you bad to sell to the Cosmmedity Credit Corporation. They claimed
the loan; foreclecsed, so to speak, but not nov. Fow, Mr. Farwer, ycu
retain title no matter wheve your grain is and when you retéin: title
to that grain, you retain bargeining pover, because itts yours, and

it's not geing to be dumped on the market. This approsch crestes bar-
gaining pover for farmers and we hope they use it to keep their prices up.
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It fits in line wiilb what you in N. F. 0. bave been Tighting to achieve.
Oh, I tell you I think the word is out.

I den't think you can hardly go to & farm organization ncx,.ﬁwg

whatthey know that fermers need bergsining power, every cne of them.

I don't know if all of them said it, but they ¥1ll. Now they want it

end they should have the right and the cpportunity tc use it %o better
control their own scouncmic destiny. WNow the President of the United
States, President Johnscn, Secretary Freuvmen, snd I are going to do our
best to see thaet that right and that opportunity is given, and way 1

say that we now bave people working with some of ycur pecple and loocking
forward to working with them more clesely to see¢ how vwe can really make
this bargaining pover a2 working preoposition for every farx jroducer across
the land., ¥hat a day that wiil be, and how haypy you will have been to
ha ve been the piconeers of 2 nev birthright for the American farmer, a new
Bill of Rights for the Americsn ferm producer, the right to control his
own economie destiny., Gosh, that'll be 2 grest day!

Well, 1'd better run along here. You know, the trouble with my
speeches is I've got one here, then I decide to make snother cne slang
with 1t, but I lock at you and I just feel better., Yocu bave the time;

I have the time snd the energy, sc I think ve'll go te it. ¥ev let me
Just make these points sbout asdditional suecessful bargaining. ¥hen

you recduce the supply under the Tobseco Program down here in Kentuchy,
for example, or the Cotton Progrem, or the Wheet and Fesd Gredns Progrsm,
farm bargeining power is inereased, When Secretary Freeman srnounced
that be would not sell, and I repeat would pot sell, Government held
stocks of vheat and fedd grains, farm bargeining pover was incrensed.
¥hen you improve nutri¥d @B upder the scheol wilk and schoecl luneh

program, the food stamp pregrem, and domestie domaticn yrograms, farm
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h&rgsining power is increansed, And when you step up our sx;a?ﬁs.undir
Publie Law 480 and under the Food For Freedom Act, farmers bargsining
power 1s inereased, and peocple are fed., 7Then you increase the number
of pecple with ability to psy for food, improved incowes, es this ad-
winistration is trying to de in reducing unemploywment znd in fighting
poverty, farm bergaining power is increased. Ladies and gentlenmen,

the greatest potentisl market im the werld is in cur osn country stongst
our own poor. And vhen these pecple, wﬁu today are calied the children
of poverty, bectms men and women of middle incowe, of a decent income,
the quslity and the quantity of food that they vill consume is beyond
your caleculstion., It vill improve bargsining pover,

¥hen ycu bave the ability te ssintain 2 reascnable supply-denand
balance for your ccmmedities, et lesst mest copmodities, farmw bargsining
power is ineressed. And today vwe have scme favrw progrems that sre
critically importent to preserving that supply-demsnd balance, And
may 1 ssy, ladies and gentlemen, in all of cur enthusiasz to improve
vhat we bave and particularly for self-help, such as you in ¥. F. O.
rejpresent, let nme tell you that the programs that avre on the statute
books in Washingten, they need tc be defended, they deserve to be de-
fended, and these programs are now undsr attecik. More than 20 bills
were introduced in this Congress this year that, for all practiesl
purpeses, would terminate all existing farm progranms. Teenty bills
that seld, "Dc saway with themv,

We got a prevue of what could heppen when a bill to establish a
strategie grain reserve was killed last month in subcommittee, and I
believe I noticed on this sheet of resclutiens that this graét crgani-
zation feels that it would o well thst we have =cme reserves., Now

vwhat happened; That bill would have sutherized us to pull surplus
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grain out c¢f the commercisl market vhen prices were low, rcavv; it'fraa
the merket and from any influence on the sarket. It would have pro-
tected the nation in times of scareity snd it would have helped the
producer by substantially beosting wheat, eorn, zand soybean prices.
The sharp drop in vheat prices slone that fellowed the subcompittest's
vote te "kill that bill" shows how important this bill would have been
and was to the producers. Ny fellof Azericans, this great nation with
all of it's responsibilities at homwe and sbroad needs strategic reserves
of farm compodities. It needs a progras to Keep these reserves at
common sense, clearly defined levels, insulated frow the market. It
needs a progrem that specifies how and vhen they can ke released, sco
thet they dc not interfere with the mavket snd depress your prices.
It needs & program that relies on private inventeries for norwal busi-
ness operations, UNow that's what we tried tc get. And I dontt want
you to quit fighting for it., There's ancther session of this Congress
coming up and wve need a strategic food reserve program as wmuch, or more,
&s ve need bombs and planes and scldiers. Can you imagine vwhat would
happen if the Congress of the United States didn't provide for our
commen defense? Well, you cannot defend Awerica any longer vithout
reserves of foeod and fiber for ourselves aznd for the vorld., fThis is
our wargin of strength, 8o let's get busy and get that bill through.
The harsh truth is, that there are scme strong forces, relentless
foreces, at work trying to underuine and destroy ferm programs; programs
that we fought bard for and implewented with so much effort. I fought
for them, I know. I fought for that wheat pregram 5 times, 7T saw it
Killed 3 times, and I saw us win by a bandful of votes, less thsn you
¢an put on cne hand. Sc ladles and gentlemen, the facts are that net
faras income would fall by 1/8 if the present programs were dropped and
scme pecple would bave you believe that that would be goed for the
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consun;r. Well, let mwe tell the world rigbht now that the greatest
single consumer in the vworld teday is the Awerican farmer, if he bas
some income. He needs that income. He consumes more steel than the
sutcmobile industry. He consumes more petroleum than any other in-
dustry. He consumes more electricity than the top ten American ecities.
He's a big consumer, and ycu do soweihing to increase income in the
United States, you won't have any extra imventory of unsecld cars. You
won't have any extra inventory of ferm machinery that you cantt get rid
of. Oth, nc, wy friends, I've been arocund too long. I Znow this much,
in cur own little business back home, that vhen the farmer had the money,
Pumphrey bad some, end vhen the farmer didn't have any, ve didn't have any,
ell, what I have tried tec talk te ycu a beut tonight then, as 1
draw this message to s close, 1s & better deal - justice - that's all,
just simple justice for the American farmer and when it's better for him
itts better for America. We know that. But we all know there is more to
this subject than Just dollars and cents. Vhat we are really talking
about is the quality of life in rural Asmeriez. After 211, cur founding
fathers talked sbout life, liberty, and tkhe pursult of hap;iness. They
didn't talk sbout life, liberty, and survival. There's & lot of differ-
ence, Ycu can survive under & totelitarian regime. You have & chance
to be happy in a free society. Sc we're talking about cpportunities
that you and your children ought te have tc tike advantage of the un-
precedented standard of living that America can eoffer todey. Ve're
talking sbout better schocls, hospitals, and we're talking sbout
compunities that czn afford public sevvices, vhich will atiraet new
businesses, nev industries and pev Jjcb cpportunities and mew income.
Wetre talking =zbout waking it pecssible for rural youth te stay on
the farm, to stay in their hose towns and still lock forvard to & full
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and rewsrdinpg life. There isn't any need to compel & young wan or a
woman to leave his fsmily, his home county, his home town, because he
cen't meke it, znd be driven off to cur cities that are aliready over-
crovded. 7Today for every 175 rural youngsters who reach working age,
there are fever than 100 Jjobs in rural america. That's why they leave.
This year about 200,000 of these fine young Americans will leave home
and go inte the city. What vill they find? Well, scme of theﬁ will
find trouble, polluted air, congested streets, and some of them hope-
fully will find oppertunity, but thelr departure will make rural America
& poorer place. Their leaving will not only separate them from thelr
fawilies, but weaken the compunities, and weaken them spiritually as
well es eccnomically. I'm for giving these young Americans in rural
America, 2nd every other Americen, & real cholce about vhere to live and
where to work and vwhere to raise their families. If they wish to live
in the cities then those cities should be clean and vholescpe and safe,
Today, too often, they are not, If they want to live in & small town
or on the farm, they should be able to d¢ so, and to énjoy & maximus
standard of living in every way, to have every benefit thast the city
offers, But, tdooften, they cannot. The key te a fully developed rural
Lmerica and cne of the mest lmportent keys to the dilemmz of the urbsn
blight, the urban slum, vhich ccnfronts this naticon today 1s eccnomie
equity for the Americen farmer, Eccrnomic equity so that the rural parts
of America, the farm and the smsll community will beve an sttraction
for our ycung, so that theyt'll stuy there and rear their fapllies, and
tuild thsir homes, creazte new jobs, new industry, precduce the fcod and
fiber, arnd urnless ve do it, my friends, I fear for this nation. Cne
hundred iillion pore Americans will be with us by the yesr 20Uvu. VYhere

are they going to go? Are they going to be jammed into our overcrowded
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gities shere ?@%,af'cur'paéﬂie“ﬁﬁW-iiﬁhséﬂﬂiﬁ of ' the lapnd; or are ve

guiag_to.&n-seﬁeﬁhing ébgut;iﬁ. Are. ve going teo lcok'aﬁdaéilika ¥

in W; P, 0. ere doing =od see te it that ve jrovide sﬁme-hﬁye; song

sense of aepnaﬂic Jﬁstia§ iﬁir&ﬁéliﬁﬁeniam ﬁe_tbat ¥e -¢an hive sowe
balance in Awerics, an.nnbag;guémi'balﬁnce.that-givas;ﬁﬁarica the valunce
thet it needs for its futufe. | ‘

Yow @y frierds, I've talked to yor tepight sbout our i;wnt-:'»y, end
youtre = part of it; - your role in it. ¥ever fcrget ke the worLd
leoks to the Hﬂita&_ﬂﬁateﬁ tenight end %@ﬂprrﬁ? for lsadershi;. lesder-
ship ds not & luzuffﬁur a“yfi?il&ge. I%QB & burduﬂ{aﬁé-a’riﬁyonﬁihiliﬁy,
&Bé:hecausa 4% looks te us, our ngnﬁmy;éﬁst be &trong,:and.mhaﬁfs-why=
you must be strong. Our pecple must be educated. Yos, not orly edu-
cated, thay must e unlted, and ru? cnhntry pust bave an fudomirsble
spirdt 2nd an atiding Taith In it's dastiny.

You &now, Abrahaw Linecln mt it so bezmusifully. ¥het a venderful
wan, &nd this 1s bhis state, Eentueky,  Lincoln sald, "We shill either
meanly lose oF nobly save tﬁﬁ,s_.-g last best hope of eartht, snd he wss
bzlxiﬁg about gmgr;cn. Lhdiaa_and.geanE&en,-he put that pray@sgtion
to us, pot just!for his dey but for days Jet te ccme, bepause the resl
truth 1s that the deelision is yet to be mude. VWill vwe mepmly lose 1t?
%111 we by our indulgénaa'aad.ﬁaitishn#ﬂﬂrQfﬂgrseﬁ; viil ve mernly lose
this lest best hope, or will we, becsuse of cur understanding, our
toierznee; our millingnqufto see everyone have @& Tair snd equél cppor-~
tundity; will we nebly sdve it? I 'guess I'm =n optimist, snd 1 neve
every righkt to be. Amefiaﬁ-givas you the fadith of ab:éptimiﬁt, becauce
1tts ‘sueh a success story. = |

Hut I know that America, 1f it's to reslize its Gestiny, sust Tul-
fill its creed. I come to this hall; 1 see in thim ball vonderful
pocple. I know that yoﬁ are-praad-psnantS-aad“gﬁod ait;aggp,.;tﬁn'
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love your country. Your little children, when they go to sehoél,'itand
at attention every morning, at least I hepe they do. I bope that vwe're
old-fashioned encugh to do some of these things, and repeat the pledge
of allegience to the flag of the United States and to the Republic for
whieh it stands. Now our children do it. I's not gsking that adults
stand at every meeting snd do 1t, but some way it cught to be like a
silent prayer. It cught to be your perscnal ccsmitment every day; not
just these first words, but here is what the pledge is. Here's what
aserics is ell sbout =nd here is the prowise of this nation end bere is
whet Lincoln meant, that we weould either veanly lose or nebly ssve this
last best hope cn earth, That pledge of allegience, our ereed, cur
comgitment, cur promise, one naticn, under God, indivisible with liberty
and justice for all. My fellow Americans, that's what this ccuntry must
be. Not & netion divided. Not & natiecsm tern. Yot & nation that wor-
ships itself. HNot & mation %here there is Justice for scme but injustice
for others. Not s pation in which there is liberty for the powerful,
but none for the weak. It must be what we said it should be; one nation
under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all, That's our
commitment. That's your comsitment. That's my commitment. And I join
you in trying to wake it a reality in ourtime.

Thank you very wmuch,
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EFO PRESIDERT STALEY:
nmuuampmm.mmmmm-
night to introduce our speaker.
My acquaintance with this speaker has been over a period of
BANY JEATS. Imhhuuimiumﬁrutm,nm:u
BWWMQMOG&MMMMMth.
mmummxmmmnmqe.xucm
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cammenced and has continued ever since.
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he thinks are right.
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before, it is very seldem that we give swards to pespls whoa we

believe have given cutetanding end distinguished service to agri~
culture over a period of years, but our spesker has slways been a
champlon of the Anericen Farmer. He has fought bard for what he
believed was right and not only that, he has always been willing
to work in sny way that he could to try to improve the farmer's

welfave,

S50 I &= godng to st this time, not oanly zet to introduce
cur speaker, but I sa aisc delighted te present te hic a plague
which veads:

“ The National Farwers Ovganization, NFO, in behalf

of ite members, recognizes and pays tridute to

HUBERT H. HMFHAREY, Viece~President of the United

States, for hia outstanding contribution and diligent

service over the yesrs to Agriculture and to the

Anerican Farmer.

Presented at the Annuel Convention of the Hational

Yarmers Organizstion, December 7, 1967, in Loulsville,

Kentucky."

So it 15 a great honor not only of having the Vice-
President of the United States with us, it is a great honor to
have as Vice-President, Hubert H. Mmphrey.

At this time it gives me great pleasure to present our speaker
and our Vice-President, Hubert H. Hwmphrey, to this delegation here



tonight. Ladies and Gentlemen, the Vice-President of the United
States.

ABRBRESS
BY VICE-FRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY :

¥Well thank you very, very much, Oren Lee Staley. Thanks to
my very good friend who 43 truly a great leader in this country in
any field whether it is sgriculture or any other field. I want teo
salute your Hatiomal President, I like a lot of things sbout him.
I just met his wife; she is pretty too. 1 like the fact that he is
& stand-up man, that he is a fighter for what he believes in and he
has worked hard for you wonderiul people cut here in the audience.

May I say to Ceorge Maddox and my friends frem Minnesota
that I appreciate your pin. I wish you had these pins before we had
that Perdue game, a8 we would sorta like to go to the Rose Bowl. I
think ogur pins were too small for something went wromg. 1 have
never seen men look so happy, it sure looks good and I would wear
it all during my speech, but I had a hard day and I don't want to
put anymore weight on my shoulders right now than I need to, so if
George will forgive me I will set the pin over here by the plague
and will spend a lictle time visiting with you.

Oren thank you very much for the homor that you bestowed
upon me and it is my privilege to be here with you snd your officers
and delegates from all over this great sgricultural mid-west and
national area.



MMBM&&:MMWM&J.
u:hu-m.u;mmmun.xmmumm
umnomm-uumotmuumnmmm.
But I will tell you what they should have dove ie to have had their
Mtu&m%“mmummwmmu
a bigger audience.

Oren lee told me, "Hubert, if you have a littie time to drop
dmtouuwuh.lmuuhuhmmmafwnuuuum.
and a few of my nelghbors.”

i1 told him, " Well I don't know if I can come down or not,
but I may be able to." He said "Well I would like for you to drep
io as we will heve scme folks down there." I want to say here that
Oren Lee sure does have a big family of folks here snd from what I
see heve it 1s getting bigger all the time.

You koow for s man frem Washington to get sr invitation to
meum.,uumxymunmuh@..mmmm
if you are going te get invited to anything out here after you read
the polls and see what happeved.

They tell the story sed it is one of my favorvites, about
:hummtwhuaﬁmﬂut.hdluMhMth
that did & lot of collective bargaining, and the industrialist was
mmuzzxmnm“pummwummlﬂ
wm.Mymmam.Msﬂtmam,a“ﬁcehn
Caxd,"” sod no flowezs.
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mMehmmuMhmmﬂm,lm
nmﬂhﬂmuhmwh. Then one day the Execu-
uwo—tm-ammummhnamumw
mmammm::mmmyw.
ruoluﬂn-dtwmwto.ﬂl“mthncﬂ."umw
dmﬂﬂzuﬂkmuhtﬂu

"rhe Executive Compittee of Local 190 has wet and duly

mmmmamwmum-

mtudhamoﬁ%w?.n“ywnam
recovery.’

1 don't know whether Oren Lee Staley had a vote or mot, but
let me vell you I am glad I au here,

muawmum.x-muaxm.
uum.m,mrﬁ.,mummma
hnhaumuhntrrnhnaumnmm.“&dqd
infamy," put at least it is & historical date.

nmum@nm?, 1941 that this nation
Uﬂm‘lvnm’wmmwn. Twenty-six
mm.ﬂmwummm-dmmmmca
mhmdcmuuh:lﬂmbshumdﬂsm.mm
uum-dwu,umdummm.mm
¢ree people thought that they cuuld get peace in their time by thelr
appeasing.

Then Hitler attacked and then that dastardly attack on
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Pearl Rarbor in 1941.

That day veminds us of the need of our country to be ever
alert to the danger withia and to the danger without. It also
reminds us of the necessity of staying strong, not just militarily,
but the necessity of staying strong in cur economy, staying stroug
in terms of our pecple, our people that sre educated, that are
heaithy, and people that are devoted to what this country stands for
and for what it meant to our generations of its histexy.

Yes December 7th., is s day that should remind everyome that
we elither hang together as Ben Franklin sald, or we hang separately.

it reminds us of the importance of collective security. It
reminds of the importance of being prepared and it reminds us of the
importance ofi facing the threat of tyramny, before it gets too mmch
and before the world is emgulfed in a contest and in a cenilict.

Only 30 days ago temight, your Vice-President was in
in Indonesia, far away from Louisville, Kentucky in a stramge land
in the fith largest nation on the face of the earth.

I had spent several days in Viet Niem. It was my fifch trip
to Indionesia since I had been your Vice-President. Some may ask, "Well
why 80 many times?"” It is becsuse, my fellow Americans that over 50%
of God's childven of humanity live in Asia and the hope of peace or
total war may be decided by what happens in Asia., Therefore, we take
8 keen interest and sometimes it is more important to be concerned
sbout the far east and what happens there and how, than it is to be
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congerned about our own east coast.

The fate of mankind 1s no longer in any one person's hands
adthuaunomehummuolmmlmm. We are
tnthuwundneu‘tmmtt.uuem:uim.“tmn
ataﬂ.“cdﬁth!muubumzammﬂum.thmm
ulnmuifutmm.htlhmmbthIszh
recommend for taking the trip.

thhmuotm.nyﬁ-uumum.u
Wmlmmtnuumulm&nttm.&um
To Siagon in 1967, than it takesto go from Chicago to Londow in 1940,

lomtmnhatn'wplmhmlhjutmm.
MMM-tohmhﬂth.ummuAnumulm.
are very much 3 part of a one world and we have an interest ir their
mldtﬂmehudtnudmmutnndwmm untold.

xdl.dn-tmhnmuhcummmumuuuth
yu,huxamumngLyummum-ymm
nh.mtuuﬂunm,maumm:mlmnm
in America and affects what goes on in the world. We are so much an
important part of this world, that what goes on here in America affects i

mmmhnq,"w.tryudomm.uymhum
much,” and all I can say is this, if Mmerica with its wealth, with
ium.mmuummummxm.mum
ﬂ&ﬂltunﬁ&“hnmmmhhmmuhﬁd.
um«u&nltummtuquymu:thm
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There are forcas in the world thet eve perfectly willing te
move in and take over. %e do not seek to take over snybedy, swywhere
at any tiae.

1 koew of no nation in the history of mankind that has given
so much of 1ts wealth and 1ts tresasuvers aud expected so little. All
we have espected and gll we hsve reslly heped for is whet every man
and women in this sudleves prays for, what everyone hopes for, a just
and diserving peacs. That is the geosl of your country and 1t must be
the gzosl ef every persoen In this country.

Let us take this view thst this vorld famous churchman, the
late Pepe John the 23rd., who sakd, "Vhere there is constant want,
there is no peace. Where there is poverty and hunger, there iz no
peace.”

The real threat to worid peace today at howme and abroad, is
frustration, poverty, the needs, wants, hunger. I 6aw in this natiow
of Indionecia over coe hundred million people potentialiy wich. Two
years ago the "Hate Aserica Program,” was under way. 7Twe years ago
thies great mation was a captive of the Commumist party of the Peking
China.

Two yeais ago under this leadership they were exploited and
I saw & country in ruine, I saw a capitsl city thst wes literally
ravished. I sew @ peopie that bad been “bled white,” and then I
saw a nev leadersilp, 1 saw a great people emly one wonth age, that
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were struggling to bring theirselves up out of the dirt, to stand
high and dignified.

What do they ask of America’ I talked te their new leaders,
President . I talked to many young pecple who were educated
in America and who had returned to their country. 1 talked to their
farm cooperstive people. 1 talked to their lsbor people and I went
to the city that was the capital of the Communist party in Indonesia.

I wes told it was dangerous, 1 was told that my security
could not be afforded, but I went there because I wanted to see what
they were trying to do and what did I find?

I found chousands of young men and women, thousands of them,
ladies and gentlemen, thousands of young men cleaning ocut the drain-
age ditches, cleaning out the irrigation ditches, working and cleaning
out thelr fields with simple hoes and shovels and having their wages
pald in ground corn from the United States of America, corm meal from
out of our country for what kind of wages, food for work.

Ladies and gentlemen these young men and same of them not so

young, would work 16 hours a day so that they could have emough to eat
for thelr families.

Uhat do they ask for? Do they ask for guns? o, but they came
to me oue after snother and sald, "Mr, Vice-President, we are hungry,
we desperately need food. Our country has been exploited, we suffered
drought, we have & population that is growing and the enemies of
freedom feed on our misery.



mm."amm,umm.nmmuu
oils, we need fats, we need food.”

uﬂnn‘mﬂm!mhnkuymcm.m“
your President with this message and said, " Ve have a chance to save
a oation, not by bloodshed, but here we have a chance to save a mation
MM."ﬂm."ﬂlﬂutmwwm’m."

80 I come to salute peace~time soldiers. I come to salute the
!nm.n!lomlgo.m!-hlntmﬂt,w
Saﬂndmnhdla.tmumm-dlt.h-hm
I go, I pay my vespects to the "tillers of the seil, to the stewards
of the land.”

xuummmmmauudmumuu.
mitm!um“ymmﬂmmwmddmﬂ
those who will yet come after you. Remewbeved too, it was the "em~
battled farmer who stood at Lexingteon and Concord, the embattled
farmer,” that is why I salute you.

Im“uhtoukyuumthmum-ﬂ
to make sure that we can ask you to do your job just as the men in
the factory does, we sust make sure that the American farwer will
get a falr price for getting thet food. The American farmer will
Muufd:wi«!nhummnu-umum
and stabilivy.

Personally I looked at your vesolutions as I sat there while
mMMMlmminMnﬂMuyn“
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IMM&M“IWWM&MM“MIH.
MIMWMMIMM.MM:WM@W
good to me. 1d.llwumm-huynmuﬁluamd
u.sﬂﬁtm-dmmw-ﬂ.wfumhm-dmm
mn.w.mwm.yummmmm.dm
all you ave just asking for equity, for a falr desl and you ave
entitled to it.

x-muulkuynmtﬂtwtauywmm
:-u-tm‘ah-vllnmm«lmmmunm
age and some of these prices were even higher then. Thiok of any
other prices in America that has gone down, I know of none. You
can't even get a five cent candy bar today.

¥rom what I have told you, you can see that food is a power-
ful weapon for pesce in this stomic world and it is an instrument
that is slmost exclusively Amevican. No other nation can equal us
n"uqumummmm.

umtﬂmﬂm-llmtmmtnmm
to know this, that it is our agricultural power that gives us the
eritical margin of national strength that this country possesses
today.

¥hat 1 am saying to you tonight my friends is not new and 1
believe it with all my heart and soul. I grew up in the midwest, my
m)u:uum. My grandperents were farm folks. I did not
muhaw.lm-aa-nmt),mxutumlm
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that I sold a lot of hog cholera syrup and I have taken care of &
fow chickens thaet hadé the roup.

Well we know that we are more fortunate today than we were
some years back with cur fmm programs. For a time all we had in
that food progres was just what was left over, but the Food for
Freedom Act of 1966 gives us an open suthority for this nation that
is willing to help netions that are willing to help themselves, help
feed themselves.

This Food for Freedom program is much more than a help to
a men to expand his farm production. It is much more than & way to
improve the one acre of our product that we are sble to export.

Food for Fyeedom is doing good immeasurably, that is for
sure, but it is alse good politics and good morals in a world that
cries out for help and for assistance. It saves lives and what better
thing can you de.

it reduces the toll of the world's misery. Mililons of
little children are stunted iotellectually and physically all their
lives, because of a deficiency in proteins in their childhood years.

Protein deficiency takes a terrible toll of intellect and
health.

Food for Freedom promotes stability, it promotes economic
development; it builds export markets and we need those export
markees. In fact, I noticed what you said in one of your resolutions
heze Mr. Btaley, a Bureau that will belp farmers get a bigger amé
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better share of the expurt market. I went to Eurcpe this last Sprimg
tattshctwemm.ummuthatnmmwumtn
our wheat and our seed grain and to make sure thst we were not locked
out of the Europesn market. I would like to report to you that we
made some Progress. I was a good bargainer for you, Oren Lee, as it wase
good collective bargaining.

S0 you see why I e trying to say to you is that we must be
prepared to feed more and move of the world's hungry pecple, in the
war ou heager, because I sincerely believe that American feod may
well be the key to world pesce.

1 can tell you tonight thet your President has ordered the
mtdwmmmmmusmmmuum
abundance to help other pecple with food from the American farmer and
to help the American faruer in their bargaining for a fair price for
their products.

How I want to outline for you a few things that we can do
with the preper help teo show our farwers that we are trying in every
posaible way in the quality of rural life througheut the country, to
upgrade that rural life.

fow I aa not one of these fellows whe come down and tell
you, " You never had it so good.” I know better than that, but I
as also going te tell you of some of the things that have been dome
and what more needs to be done, a8 I see it.

i don't have to tell you farmers of the importance of Price
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Security and Price Assurance, you know it. The most important place
to secure @& fair price is to retsin what we have done and improve,
yes greatly improve our existing {arm prograus.

m___):m.umudﬁm.ehlmnnm
mmmnummm“u.m.mwjacm
the broth boiling, but we are very old friends. I believe he told
yuthlﬂshthdnhmmmhuﬁtommwum.
This man is a farmer if there ever was one and he 18 a good Senstor
too.

mwum-mmmmmcm-cmm
able to get tims far. I thiok they arve the best that we have had
thus far, but they need to be strengthened. The farmer, according
to the record, this year is getting an additional 43¢ a bushel on
wheat sold that are in the program. There is 12¢ on corn, which was
sovely needed and 15¢ a pound om cottom.

Ve kopow that Govermment payments for nany producers are
mmmmmm.mumt«mm
money, but we also know that prices are down and production costs
are up, wbich is a texvible combination for Lfaxmers.

ummwmm.mwmm»m
17¢ over 1960 levels, we have lost important ground in this lasc year.
And unless we develop a revolutionary acersge allotment systea, we
are goiug to have other years of over production, and this year
offers a year for eifective prices.
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hm.mm.umnﬁ.am-wu
umnmmsmummmmmum
Mlmtu&tﬂhﬁﬂumMMm.tﬂm
family and for their country.

How this is all "oid hat" to you, you know this as well as
:uummm-u&-m:mmumm
wwmtmﬂmimmuhmmmm
that we have ever experisunced,

Countries that hadn't had & crop for five years had a
"bumper” crop this year. Here in the United States che yraln harvest
was up 342 over the last five year sverage. UWe haven't been sble to
figure all this out yet. All these forecasts of the meterclogists,
the weathermen, the weavers of the weather satellite program, our
Space satellite program doesn't supply the answer, it still fools
you, it still fools you.

Tou koow I lived in South Dakota for a long time and the
wmlmusunmﬂutniurmuw.lmh.
we need the business. I remembex when I locked up at the sky when
Iulautﬁcbq-immunkel-unwﬁ-uaﬂlm.
"Bad, are those rain clouds?" e sald, " o son, those are just
the eapties coming back,”

You know they tell that story about the little fellow with
mumwuumcmam,wmm.mc
zummmmhmumemumm
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about closed and all et ouee the men grabbed the boy by the hand
and they fisw out the fronk deock.

The clerk sald, "What is wrong, what has happened!” The
father said, "the boy is 15 yesrs old and he has never seen it
u&-n‘hwwmummﬂ!m&nmm
look at the thing thet is heppening out theve."”

We can not predict the weather, nor can we predict the
crops with any degree of sccuracy. This tremendous increase in
eutput both here and sbroad has placed a heavy burden on the market
and it has a chave of the weight for the low, outrageous prices.

mmm--mumuummn
mum.mmmmm»m
controls. This means we can no longer empect acreage cutbacks to
mmummwmuwlomm.m
are diffevent,

i was told that maybe I cught net to say this, but I sald
to a friend of mine, "Why not, we are grown uwp pecple and we have
to face facts.”

mmmmmm.uu-nmum
total world-wide production. Twenty-five years ago it was much
W.M-ﬂumm“n*ﬂumunm
the lakes in Minnesota at that point in world production, Today,
mmmuuhmm.thwumﬁhmmm.

only 13% of it.
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Mw.ﬁnmunmamm-hhnw
m.umuumummmwn
world production. Ve are talking about a world pool of cammodities.
Ammnmmwmmumnuwm
seven and one half percent.

an,wm.tm“mmulm’um“
wmmdmmmm.scumww. e
have to do other things. We have to find other ways and maybe we
have to learn from other psople.

uummm:om:mm'm.
dere at howe additional teois means just ome thing; an effective,
mmsmdm,mnmmpmmmmm
That iz what it means.

wm,yumuummhmuwmh.
¥henever you want to change snything you sve going to get in
trouble, you know that.

Why 1 tell you when the first sutomobile came in the livery
stables were quite unhappy. When the first vedio came in the phono-
graph manufacturers were unhappy. There is always with change,
trouble., Even in our own grest society there 1s a great change
taking place now, a social change.

:mamm.mmmzmamh-a-
plane, I call up the weathernmn every time before I leave the air-
port and T will say to him, " How is the weather?” Sometimes he
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will say, "Well, I think it is going to be a little rough." I
say, "What is the trouble?" and he will say, "We are moving into
one cycle and coming out of another, and when .you come from a
low movement into a high, you are going to have trouble. Well

I will tell you this, in flying you really get religion in a
hurry on some of those flying trips.

Well, marketing practices are changing. Production
practices are changing and all kinds of things are changing and
this organization understands it. I think the N.F.O. understands
what is going on in our world.

For the son of a druggist I ought not to have a cold, but
I have, but I feel fine when I get warmed up and get to talking
to you my friends. I am glad to be here to talk to you.

Now listen, dear friends what you have done in your work,
even just in the stage of discussing bargaining power, that is
@ great contribution to a greater understanding of the problems
you have,

Why you have talked so much about it, done so much about it,
well you have not only convinced some of the publiec, you have
convinced the Government.

My dear friends I know that sometimes you get "over-sold"
on this proposition of bargaining, but this is the way we do
change in our country. You have got to accomplish things.

Organized labor did not get where it is today, by just going
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around and saying " This is a good idea." Nor did they get where
they are today by saying, " I think this is sorta a nice thing to
do." They fought for it, they worked for it, they plamned for it,
thof sacrificed for it and they had great leadership.

I want to tell you and I don't know if you folks know it
or not, but you have been very fortunate in this organization in
having Oren Lee Staley. I know of very few people in this country
that have a perception of the future and an understanding of the
present, not only for agriculture, but for the whole economy of
this country, as your President of this organization.

If I understand what you want is, that the farmer wants to
be in position to decide the price that they are going to get for
their products, is that what you want to do?

Right now you are having to fight for that right. Right
now farmers are not finding themselves in a position to decide
the prices they get for their products. That is why the NFO £ights
for bargaining and bargaining power. That is why I am here tonight.

I am here for one purpose. I am here to tell you that the
fight that you have carried on has reached the high powers in
this Government. I am here te tell you that we know that you are
on the right road and I want to say that we stand with you, and I
want you to know that I as your Vice-President and that your
President of the United States, we stand with you. We want to work

with you and that is why your Vice-President Hubert Humphrey came
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here tonight so that you would know it.

I have been in public life a long time, and I know that
some of you might say, " Well he did not go very far,"™ but believe
me I believe in our business system. I want you to know that I
believe in the profit system. I believe this for business men,

I believe this for farmers and I believe in paying a good wage
for a worker. I think that is the way we are supposed to have it.
We can't make any money out of paupers.

I don't believe in an economy like a three-legged stoel,
one leg that is shorter than the other is a very stable economy.

I watched some farmers do some milking on those short legged,
three legged stools and the only one that came out on top was the
cow,

Well, let's look at things like prices. Say for example,
the hardware store charges 39¢ a pound for nails. That is the
price for a pound of nails. General Motors charges $3,000. or
$4,000.00 for a car, but the farmer who also produces and sells
things, what do they say about him, '"Well he will get, not charge,
but bhe will get oh, $5.00, $4.50 or $5.20 blend price for his
milk, depending on which year it is."

Or he will get 24 or 25 or 26¢ for his fed cattle. He gets,
he doesn't charge, he gets what someone is willing to give him.

Now I am going to make a very profound statement, one that
is fully within the lexicon, within the language of American business.

-20~



The farmer deserves the right to charge for his products
like anybody else, instead of getting what the buyer is willing
to give him or what the buyer decides what the farmer should have.
That is my statement.

Let me be equally candid here. The progress that we are
talking sbout, economic justice for farmers, farm people, is going
to depend primarily on what they are going to do for themselves.
That is why you are here, aren't you?

Ch yes, the programs help and believe me they do help,
those programs like Commodity Credit, all of them help and I know
that, and we don't want to lose a bit of it, we want to keep what
we have, but again I want you to keep in mind what that Senator
told you last night, "Farm political power in the Congress is
regreatably diminishing." The reason it has diminished is because
of the shift of population. Therefore, my fellow Americans, if
your political power in the halls of Congress diminishes, then
you must increase your economic power in the market place and
that is what you are trying to do.

Now I want to talk to you a little bit about some of the
ways that we in Govermment can help on this bargaining power, be-
cause we ought to be partners and I think we can all do it that
way.

I have been trying, let me tell you, as your Vice-President
to preach the doctrine of understanding and tolerance, to preach
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the doctrine of cooperation and partnership between the Govern=-

ment in every section of this economy. We don't need the Govern-
ment for business alone, for farmers alone, for labor alone, we

ought to be on the same team. When we get together like we are,

things will go better and we are going to learn from each other,
and I am going to learn from you, I always have.

With that need for that pricing power, bargaining power
in mind, we recently made a very fundamental change in the
Support Loan policy to enable more farmers to maintain contrel
of their grain until they chose to sell it,

When crop loans expired under the old system, the Govern=-
ment took over the store of grain and there was no way the Govern-
ment could get this grain off its hands without having to throw
it on the market. You know and I know how it depressed prices.

Now the new policy which your President has ordered the
return of the marketing position to the producers and your President
had a great deal to do with this being passed by Congress, and by
the return to the producers, it allows them to retain title of
the grain and this applies to whether the grain is stored on
the farm or in a commercial warehouse or in your own cooperative
elevator.

Before you could always store it on the farm, but what if
you don't have facilities on the farm, then you had to sell to
the Commodity Credit Corporationm and they foreclosed, so to speak.
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Now you retain title, no matter where your grain is, and when you
retain title to that grain you will retain bargaining power, for
it is yours and it is not going to be dumped on the market, you
can sell it when you chose.

This approach creates bargaining power for farmers and
we hope they use it to keep their prices up. This is one of the
goals that you have been fighting to achieve.

Oh I tell you, I think "the word is out,” I don't think
you hardly know a farm organizatien now that you can go to, that
doesn't know that farmers need bargaining power. I don't know if
all of them know it, but they will,

How they want it and they should have the right and the
opportunity to use it to better control their own economic destiny.

The President of the United States, President Johnson,
Secretary Freeman and I are going to do our best to see that that
right and that opportunity is given and may I say that we now have
people working with some of your people and looking forward to work-
ing with them more closely to see how we can really make this bar-
galning power a working combination for every farmer across the
land, what a day that will be.

You will have then the use of a New Bill of Rights for the
American farmer, a New Bill of Rights for the American farm producer
the right to control his own econcmic destiny.

I think the trouble with my speech is that I have one here
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that I was going to give and I have been talking on other things
along with it, but if you have the time, I have the time and
energy to keep talking.

Now just let me make these points about additional suc~
cessful bargaining.

When you reduce the supply of the American tobacco program
and down here it is the burley tobacco, or when you reduce the
cotton program or the wheat and seed grain program, farm bargaining
power is increased.

When Secretary Freeman announced that he would not sell,
and I repeat, that he would not sell the govermment held stocks of
wheat, the seed grains, the farmers' bargaining power was increased.

When you improve the nutrition under the School Lunch
Program, the School Milk Program, it is a domestic relations pro-
gram, your bargaining power is increased.

And when you sell our exports under Public Law 480 and
our Food for Freedon, farm bargaining power increases . When you
increase the farm marketing program and the prices the consumer will
pay for food, improve incomes as this administration 1s trying to do,
by reducing our unemployment and reducing our poverty, the farmers'
bargaining power will increase.

Ladies and gentlemen, the greatest potential market in the
world is in our own country among our own people, among our own poor.
These people today are called "our children of poverty," and when they
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become men and women of middle income or decent income, they will
consume & quantity and quality of fosd is beyond your calculations.
it will improve bargaining power.

When you have the ability to maintain a reasonable supply
and demand balance for your products, farm bargaining power will
increase.

Today, we have that farm program that is greatly important
to preserving the way of life itself and may I say ladies and gentle-
ment that all of your energles should be to improve what we have
and particularly for self help such as you are doing in the NFO,
so that we can have the program on the statute books in Washington
that need to be defended, they deserve to be defended for more than
20 bills were introduced in Congress this year that for all practical
purposes would terminate all existing farm programs. Twenty bills
ladies and gentlemen.

A bill was killed by Congress because we knew that it would
be well that we have some reserves. Now what happened, that bill was
to pull some of the grain out of the Commodity market when prices
were low and it would substantially lower the price for wheat and
corn and etc.

The sharp drop of wheat prices alone when the sub-committee
was known to have that bill, shows how important that bill was to
the market producers.

My fellow Americans this great nation with all of its
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responsibllities needs strategic development of farm commodities.

It needs a program of strategic reserves of major farm commodities.
It needs a program to keep these reserves at a common sense, clearly
defined level. Inventory control is needed. It needs a pProgram
that specifies how and when they can be released so that they do
not intedere with the market and depress your prices.

It needs a program that relies on private inventories for
a normal business operation. We need a strategic food reserve program
as much in the war as we need bombs and planes and soldiers. You
can not defend America without a reserve of food. This is our work,
let's get busy and get that bill through.

There are some strong forces, relentless forces, at work
trying to undermind and destroy farm programs, programs that we
fought hard for. I fought hard for them I know. I fought for that
wheat program five times. I saw it killed three times and I saw it
win by a handfull of votes, less than you could put on one hand.

Ladies and gentlemen the facts are that if farm income
falls by one third, it would be because the present programs were
dropped and it would fall one third if they were dropped.

Some people would have you believe that it would not be
good for the consumer, well let's tell the world right now, that
the greatest single consumer in the world today is the American
farmer if he has some income.

The farmer consumes more steel than the automobile industry.
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He consumes more patroleum than any other, He consumes more elec-
tricity than the top American ten cities. He is a big consumer and
you do something to increase his income in the United States, do
something to increase his profits and you won't have any inventory
of unsold cars. You won't have any inventory of farm machinery
that you can't get rid of.

Oh no, my friends, I know this much from our own pharmacy
back home, when the farmer had the money, Humphrey had meney and
when the farmer didn't have any, we didn't have any either.

When it is better for the farmer, it is better for all
the American people. We know that there is more to this subject
than just dollars and cents.

When we talk about life in the world now, well after all
our founding fathers talked about life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. They didn't talk about life, liberty and the right to
survive. You can survive under a totalitarian regime. You have
a chance to be happy in a free society.

$o0 we are talking to you about the opportunity that you
and your children ought to have, to take advantage of the opportu~
nity of the standard of living that America offers.

We are talking about schools, hospitals; we are talking
sbout communities giving more public service and new job opportunities
and new income. We are talking about making it possible for rural
youth to stay on the farm, to stay in their home town and still
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be able to have a full and rewarding life. There isn't any need
to compel a young man or & woman to leave his family, his howe,
his home town, because he can't weet his needs and have to go to
our cities that are slready over-crowded.

Today for every 175 rural youngsters who reach their
teens, find that there are fewer than 100 jobs in ruval America.
That is why they leave. This year over 200, 000 of these fine young
men will leave home and go into the city. What will they £ind?
Some of them will find trouble, poluted aix, congested streets,
and sone of them hopefully will find opportunity, but their departure
will make rural America a smaller place and it will weaken their
community.

1 an for giving these young men in rural America, and
every other American, a real cholce about where to live, where to
work and where to raise their fauilies.

If they wish to live in the cities, let those be clean,
wholesome and attractive. If they wish to live in a small town,or farm,
they should be able to do so, and enjoy a maximum of living, to have
every benefit that the city offers, too often, they can not.

The key to a fully developed rursl America and it is a needed
key to the good life which confronts this nation today is econcmic
equity for the American farmer. Economic equity so that the rural
parts of America will have an attraction for our young Americans,
so that they will stay here, produce food, create new jobs and that
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job at prices they can make a good life. We need producers of food,
as food is vital and we have to have this economic equity to attract
these young men.

Unless we do this, my friends, I fear for this great nation.
One hundred million more Americans will be with us by the year 2000,
Where are they going to go. Are they going to be sheltered in our
over crowded cities where 70% of our citizens live on 1% of the land.

We have to have balance to give America the balance that
it needs for the future.

Now my frilends, I have talked te you tonight about our
country and you are a part of our country, never forget it.

The world looks to the United States tonight and tomorrow
for leadership. Leadership is not a luxury or a privilege, it is
a responsibility.

The country that moves forth must be strong, that is why
you must be strong., We must be educated and not only must we be
educated, we must be united and our country must have an undivided
faith in its destiny.

You know Abraham Lincoln put it so beautifully, what a
wonderful man you produced in this state, Lincoln said "We shall
meanly lose or nobly save this last bit of hope on earth.” He
was talking about America. Our position is not just for this day,
but for the years yet to come.

The decisions that have to be made, will we lose it, will
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%e by our indulgence, selfishuness and greed, will we meanly lese
this last great nope, or will we show cur willisgness that every-
ene has 2 falr, equal oppertunity, will we mobly save.

I gwese I an an optomist for I guses I like o think that
Assrica gives you the falth of an optomist, heceuss 1t 1s suech @
success story. I veslize that 4f Awerica is to vealise its
destiny, it must fulfill its dveams.

I heve come to this hall and I see in this hall wender-
ful pesple. I hoow that you are prowd pavents and good citisens,
you love your country.

Your children that go to school, stand every morsing, st
lsast I hope they do. I hope thet we are old fashdoved enough to
do scae of these things, like repeeting the pledge of allegiance
to the flag of the Uniced States.

© 1 bope they 3tand and vepeat the Pledge of Alleglance
to th¢ Flag and to the Republic for which 4t stands. I know our
chijdren do it sod I am not asking thet you sll stend end do it,
Sut in some way it ought to be like the silent prayer, it ought
to be your persoval coumitment every day. Heve is what the pledge
is, here is what it is all sbeut, that here is a promise of that
sation, that here is what Linceln meant, thet we either meanly lose
or nebly save this lsst bit of hope on earth,

It is our camituent, that pledge, sur prouise. “Ome
Natios under God, isdisvidble, with iiberty ssd Justice for all.”
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My fellow Americans that is what this country must be.
Not a nation divided, not z nation that is torn, not a nation
unwilling to help. Not a nation where there is justice for some,
but injustice for others., Not & nation where there is liberty
for the powerful, but none for the weak. It must be what we say
it should be, " One Nation Under God, Indivisible, with Liberty
and Justice for all, "

I join you in trying to make it a reality in our time.

Thank You Very Much,
PRESIDENT STAIEY:

That ends our Convention of the NFO of 1967. I know it
has been a fine evening and be careful now on the way home. Good
Night,
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