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Americans have built a great nation because they have
been willing and able to look outward to broad herizons
and beyond . . .beyond the oceans, beyond the Appalachian
chain, beyond the plains.

Our philosophical and spiritual horizons have been just as
vast -- freedom to worship, to write, to teach, to think
as we choose.

Thoreau put it somewhat modestly -- "Our horizon is never
guite at our elbows."

Many of us, it is true, have been prevented from reaching
those horizons; but at least they have been there, a
stimulus to action and a source of hope for the future.

Today, however, many Americans find their horizons
constricted.,

Many who live in the inner cities are hemmed in by dirty
tencment walls. Their spiritual horizons are crushed by
Lhroken homes, restricted by grossly inadequate education.

Their ability to look to the future is curtailed by the
necessity of subsisting for today. Their plains are
littercd alleys . . .their oceans polluted water . . .
their space the noxious product of industrial smokestacks.

Many who live in the suburbs, while they have more creature
comforts, have at their backs the blighted city they have
just left, and before them a vast expanse of split-level,
synthetic sameness. The educational and economic horizons
are open to them as never before, but one has the feeling
that the long ride home in rush-hour traffic takes the

edge off.
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Many who live in the small towns and rural areas
cannot enjoy their extensive physical horizons.

The report of the President's advisory Commission

on Rural Poverty which was released over the weekend
notes that one rural American in four lives in
poverty.

The commission estimates that one out of five rural
Americans is unemployed.

The average rural youngster gets about two years of
education than his city cousin.

One-third of all rural homes need either major repairs
or replacement.

Rural America has half the doctors and less than a
third of the dentists that minimum standards would
require.

The result is that over half-a-million rural residents
are drawn or forced into urban arcas each year --

most not because they choose to go . . .not because
they are pursuing horizons of hope . . .but because
they are forced to go.

In that context I was not surprised to see a poll
in a Minnesota paper a few weeks ago showing that
a great many urban residents would far prefer to
live in a small town or on the farm.

True, grinding poverty of the purse is on its way out
in America. Seven years ago 21 per cent of American
families lived in poverty. Now the figure is down to
15 per cent. The number of non-white families earning
over 7 thousand dollars has doubled in that period.

More Americans are going to college than ever before.
More are eating better, dressing better, driving cars,
using telephones, owning homes than ever before.

All of that has meant unprecedented comfort, but it
has not meant broader horizons.

A few years ago a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet wrote
of his fellow Americans: "We cannot bear the stars
anymore, those infinite spaces . . .The open road
goes to the used-car lot."

Perhaps things are not yet as bad as that for the
vast majority of us. But what about tomorrow. What
about the Communities of Tomorrow?
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Will our horizons still be -- or once again be --
"beyond our elbows?"

Thomas Huxley, who visited this country a century ago,
wrote: "I cannot say that I am in the slightest degree
impressed by your bigness, or your material resources,
as such. Size is not grandeur, and territory does

not make a nation. The great issue . . .is what are you
going to do with all these things?"

llow can we use the unparalleled material wealth we
now possess to expand the horizons of every American?

That is the problem before this great conference.

Let me offer you a brief check-list of things I think
this nation will have to achieve if its Communities
of Tomorrow are going to provide horizons that are
truly up to our traditional American standard.

First -- a truly onen society with equal opportunity
for all, regardless of race or creed, in every community.

An open society is going to have to mean open housing.
Only about 50 American cities have open housing laws
today.

We are going to have to overcome the vestiges of
discrimination in employment and promotion policies
in industry and organized labor.

Let me emphasize that ending discrimination where it
exists 1s a practical necessity if many of our
communities of today are going to develop into the
kind of thriving communities we would like them to be
tomorrow.

When an entrepreneur locoks for a town in which to
establish a new factory, he is unlikely to choose one
where local government and the courts tolerate injustice,
where discriminatory labor practices may prevent him
from winning federal contracts, where his Negro execu-
tives will not find adequate housing or decent schools
for their children.
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Second, we must guarantee a quality education for
every American child.

I doubt if there is a single inner city neighborhood
in America today where the schools provide their
pupils with a full opportunity to throw off the
crippling burden of a deprived background.

Today our best schools are in the communities where
other advantages are also the greatest -- highest
incomes, best housing, finest recreational opportunities.

In the Communities of Tomorrow the best educational
opportunities are going to have to be where they are
needed most.

America has pioneered in public education; and public
schools, more than ever before, must be brought to the
highest standards.

But I think most of us, in view of the nearly disastrous
shortage of educational facilities in some neighborhoods,
have recently recognized the necessity of using the
existing private and parochial schools to the full.

The revolutionary Elementary and Secondary Education

Act passed in 1965 authorized the federal government

to use funds to assist disadvantaged children in non-
public schools. States and local communities must now
follow that lead.

A variety of educational opportunities, competition

among various kinds of schools for excellence rather

than competition for inadequate funds -- that will broaden
horizons.

Third, we need a far-reaching national policy on urbaniza-
tion and the machinery to implement it.

We anticipate today that our population will grow by

100 million before the year 2000, and that all of our
additional population will live in urban areas. With
that prospect in view, the haphazard urbanization that

is still going on in this country is no longer acceptable.
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I know you will be discussing the megalopolis and
how to improve it, now that it is inescapable.
And I believe that it is within our power to make
our existing cities and their heavily developed
suburbs safe, clean, rewarding places to live.

Metropolitan planning is now going on in many of
these areas. The federal government insists that
its grants be used only in the context of such
planning.

But I urge this conference to look beyond the
megalopolis to the possibility of establishing
wholly new centers of urban growth capable of
accommodating a large part of our anticipated
population increase.

The location of most of our present cities was
dictated largely by industry's need for water or
rail transport, and for natural resources.

But this is the age of the short-hop jet, rapid

truck transport, and electric power that can be
delivered efficiently over hundreds of miles, or
generated easily at the most remote site.

Morecover, ours 1S an increasingly service-oriented
economy. Today 40 million of our workers hold service
jobs, and only 17.5 million are in manufacturing.

Much of that manufacturing consists of modern,

light industry which can thrive almest anywhere,
rather than the traditional heavy industry which

is tied to natural resources and low cost transportation.

Today, therefore, it should be possible to provide
the cconomic base for new communities almost anywhere
we choose.

There is undoubtedly a minimum size for a viable city --
one that can sustain a variety of service and manufacturing
industries, efficient public services, and first rate
cuvltural institutions.

Where should these new urban centers be built?

Many could undoubtedly be built on the sites of existing
towns, and indeed that is happening today where local
governments have taken the initiative in attracting new
industry.
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I was interested,in this connection, to see that

cight of the 63 Model Cities grants announced recently
went to cities and towns with fewer than 50 thousand
pcople. Those Model Cities and others like them can
provide an important part of America's answer to the
megalopolis.

New towns -- towns built from scratch according to a
master plan -- offer another possible source of
Communities of Tomorrow. With 70 per cent of the
American people living on one per cent of the land,

it is fair to assume that there are a great many places
in this country where land is cheap, recreational
resources plentiful, and horizons uncluttered.

I would like to hear this conference consider the
possibility of a federal New Cities Act designed

to do for America what the Homestead Act of the 19th
century did -- move people out to the rich areas of
this nation that are still waiting to be developed.

Some of those new towns might be built as satellite
cities just beyond the raveled urban fringe of our
present megalopolises. They would act as counter-
magnets, giving dissatisfied suburbanites practical
access to the benefits of a real city.

By providing services, jobs, and economies of scale
they would break off the existing outer suburbs of

some of our largest cities and give them shape and

character.

Fourth, we must prescrve and enhance the rural alterna-
tive in this age of rapid urbanization.

As I suggested earlier, many of our city-dwellers
today would much prefer to live on a farm or in a
small town -- if they could do it without sacrificing
opportunity, income, quality in education, and the
conveniences that go with a modern American standard
of living.

A thriving city usually means more prosperity for the
adjacent rural areas. That has been the case in most
of the Northeast, in the Piedmont of the Carolinas and
clsewhere.
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It mecans that the farmer gets more credit, a growing
market for his agricultural products, and new
opportunities for supplementary employment. The
value of his land rises.

But trickle-down prosperity it not enough if we are
to achieve a meaningful balance or rural and urban
growth . . .and a meaningful choice between city
and country living.

Rural America must become economically viable in its
own right,

That means farm incomes must reach a par with city
incomes. Today the average American farmer receives

a smaller return on his labor and his capital investment
than the average urban entrepreneur. All over, America,
young people are leaving the farms, not because they
want to, but because farming simply doesn't pay as much
as a good factory job.

rarming is the backbone of the rural economy in most
parts of this country, and when it lags behind, so does
rural commerce in general.

In addition to better farm incomes, rural America needs
new industry to provide a variety of job opportunities
and new income if it is to achieve economic viability.

At a time when rural land prices are a ninth or less

of urban prices . . .when modern industry has
unprecedented flexibility in its choice of location . . .
manufacturing should be able to thrive in rural America.

Rural America's pressing need for health, educational

and social services, which is clearly spelled out in

the report on Rural Poverty, requires a concerted attack
by government at every level. But permanent solutions =--
thriving Communities of Tomorrow -- will depend upon a
healthy and growing rural economy.

You who are going to convert the communities of today
into Communities of Tomorrow -- or build new ones --
will have to talk about much more than ¢ivil rights,
education, dispersed urbanization, and rural-urban
balance. You will have to consider health facilities,
better utilization of land for development and
recreation. Zoning . . . transportation . . .preserva-
tion of open spaces where the physical horizon may
still be viewed.
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And you will have to figure out what combination of
federal, state, local and private cooperation can
achieve the kind of comprehensive national effort that
will save us from the human and economic cost of
haphazard urbanization.

The federal government has radically increased its
contribution to the struggle against urban blight
during the last few yvears. In 1960 federal aid to
cities and to the urban poor came to 9.9 billion
dollars. This year -- fiscal 1968 -- it will be 25.6
billion.

In 1960 we as a nation spent only 6.6 billion dollars
for health, training and education -- the largest
portion of which went to the cities. Now the figure
is 22 billion.

Today, in fact, there are at least 450 federal programs
designed to assist local governments in meeting a vast
array of local problems. On top of these separate
programs, we now have the Model Cities program which is
designed to draw all available resources, public and
private, together for a comprehensive attack on the
whole spectrum of ills that constitute urban blight.

Lxisting federal programs are designed, however, chiefly
to revitalize our existing communities -- not to build
completely or largely new ones.

What additional federal effort will we as a nation require
to build Communities of Tomorrow?

I have mentioned the possibility of a New Towns Act.
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what about a federal bank to help finance development
corporations at the state and local level?

wnat about a swift, computerized nation-wide employment
service designed to inform workers all over the country
of employient opportunities in newly-developed urban areas?

Although the federal government will be an important
instrument for coordination and for financing, the

real work of development is going to be up to the

state and local governments and to the people themselves,

It is in the local communitics that the detailed planning
will have to be done. They will have to take the initiative
to attract new industry, build new schools, assure their
citizens an active role in determining the future of their
communities.

And it is going to be the people themselves -- like the
pioneers of the 19th century -- who do the actual home-
building, enterprize building and town-building.

I know that this great nation is rich enough -- and I
believe it is creative enough -- to build communities
where the horizon is broader than it has ever been for
any people before.

A century ago, one great American, Walt Whitman, wrote:

. « I take to the open road

licalthy, free, the world before me,

The long brown path before me leading wherever I choose.”
I believe the breadth of spirit reflected in those

lines can belong to every American before the twentieth
century is out.

I wish you good luck with this conference.

¥hid
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Americans have built a great nation because they have
been willing and able to look outward to broad horizons and
beyond . . . beyond the oceans, beyond the Appalachian chain,
beyond the plains.

Our philosophical and spiritual horizons have been
just as vast -- freedom to worship, to write, to teach, to think
as we choose. |

LThoreau put it somewhat modestly -- ""Our horizon is never
———

quite at our elbows."

Many of us, itis true, have been prevented from

reaching those horizons; but at least they have been there, a
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stimulus to action and a source of hope for the future.

Today, however, many Americans find their horizons
constricted.

Many who live in the inner cities are hemmed in by
dirty tenement walls. Their spiritual horizons are crushed by
broken homes, restricted by grossly inadequate education.

Their ability to look to the future is curtailed by the
necessity of subsisting for today. Their plains are littered
alleys . . . their oceans polluted water . . . their space the
noxious product of industrial smokestacks.

Many who live in the suburbs, while they have more
creature comforts, have at their backs the blighted city they have
just left, and before them a vast expanse of split-level, synthetic
sameness. The educational and economic horizons are open to
them as never before, but one has the feeling that the long ride

home in rush-hour traffic takes the edge off.



_3_

Many who live in the small towns and rural areas cannot
enjoy their extensive physical horizons.

The report of the President's advisory Commission on Rural
Poverty which was released over the weekend notes that one
rural American in four lives in poverty.

The commission estimates that one out of five rural Americans
is unemployed.

The average rural youngster gets about two years less of
education than his city cousin.

One-third of all rural homes need either major repairs or
replacement.

Rural America has half the doctors and less than a third
of the dentists that minimum standards would require.

The result is that over half-a-million rural residents are

.__....--"""'—-' ‘-'__-__—-_‘"—--\
drawn or forced into urban areas each year -- most not because

they choose to go. .. not because they are pursuing horizons

S—
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of hope. .. but because they are forced to go.

In that context | was not surprised to see a poll in a
Minnesota paper a few weeks ago showing that a great many
urban residents would far prefer to live in a small town or

on the farm.
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True, grinding poverty of the purse is on its way out
in America. Seven years ago 2l per cent of American families
lived in poverty. Now the figure is down to |5 per cent. The
number of non-white families earning over 7 thousand dollars
has doubled in that period.

More Americans are going to college than ever bhefore.
More are eating better, dressing better, driving cars, using
telephones, owning homes than ever before.

All of that has meant unprecedented comfort, but it
has not necessarily meant broader horizons.

A few years ago a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet wrote of
his fellow Americans: "We cannot bear the stars anymore, those
infinite spaces . . . . The open road goes to the used-car lot."

Perhaps things are not yet as bad as that for the vast
majority of us. But what about tomorrow. What about the

Communities of Tomorrow?
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Will our horizons still be -- or once again be --
"beyond our elbows?"

Thomas Huxley, who visited this country a century ago,
wrote: "l cannot say that | am in the slightest degree
impressed by your bigness, or your material resources, as
such. Size is not grandeur, and territory does not make a
nation. The great issue. . . is what are you going to do with
all these things?"

How can we use the unparalleled material wealth we
now possess to expand the horizons of every American?

That is the problem before this great conference.

Let me offer you a brief check-list of things | think this
nation will have to achieve if its Communities of Tomorrow are
going to provide horizons that are truly up to our traditional
American standard.

First -- a truly open society with equal opportunity for

all, regardless of race or creed, in every community.
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An open society is going to have to mean open housing.
Only about 50 American cities have open housing laws today.

We are going to have to overcome the vestiges of
discrimination in employment and promotion policies in industry
and organized labor.

Let me emphasize that ending discrimination is a
practical necessity if many of our communities of today are
going to develop into the kind of thriving communities we would
like them to be tomorrow.

LWhen today's entrepreneur looks for a town in which
to establish a new factory, he is unlikely to choose one where
——

local government and the courts tolerate injustic/e;, where

discriminatory labor practices may prevent him from winning

federal contracts, where his Negro executives will not find
B——

adequate housing or decent schools for their children.



_7_
d,"/ Z&fgﬂd, we must guarantee quality education for

every American child.

| doubt if there are many inner city neighborhoods in
America today where the schools provide their pupils with a
full opportunity to throw off the crippling burden of a
deprived background.

Today our best schools are in the communities where
other advantages are also the greatest -- highest incomes,
best housing, finest recreational opportunities.

In the Communities of Tomorrow the best educational
opportunities are going to have to be where they are needed most.

America has pioneered in public educaticy and public
?_(.:EE,OIS more than ever befo[ej must be brought to the highest
standards.

But | think most of us, in view of the nearly disastrous

shortage of educational facilities in some neighborhoods, have

recently recognized the necessity of using the existing private
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and parochial schools to the full. The Elementary
and Secondary Education Act passed in 1965 authorizes the
federal government to use funds to assist disadvantaged children

in non-public schools.z States and local communities must now

follow that lead.

Z\A variety of educational opportunities/ competition

among various kinds of schools for excellence rather than

competition for inadequate funds -- that will broaden horizons. (

.-

- (? [ Third, we need a far-reaching national policy on

urbanization and the machinery to implement it.

L We anticipate today that our population will grow by
100 million before the year 2000, and that all of our additional
population will live in urban areas;[\WIth that prospect in
view, the haphazard urbanization that is still going on in

this country is no longer acceptable.
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A know you will be discussing the megalopolis and

how to improve it, now that it is inescapable/ And | believe that

/

it is within our power to make our existing cities and their heavily

developed suburbs safe, clean, rewarding places to live.
-

<Metropolitan planning is now going on in many of these
areas. The federal government insists that its grants be used
only in the context of such planning.

But | urge this conference to look beyond the megalopolis
to the possibility of establishing wholly new centers of urban
growth capable of accommodating a large part of our anticipated
population increase.

The location of most of our present cities was dictated
largely by industry's need for water or rail transport, and for
natural resources.

ABut this is the age of the short-hop_je)t, rapid truck

transport, and electric power that can be delivered efficiently over
— p—— .

hundreds of miles, or generated easily at the most remote site.
/ ——
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Moreover, ours is an increasingly service-oriented

—— === .

economy. _ Today 40 million of our workers hold service jobs, and
Yoo y J

only 17. 5 million are in manufacturingLN\uch of that manu-

facturing consists of moder}, light industry which can thrive

almost anywhere, rather than the traditional heavy industry

which is tied to natural resources and low cost transportation.

_/_ Today, therefore, it should be possible to provide the

economic base for new communities almost anywhere we choose.
e ——— | ;

There is undoubtedly a minimum sizwcity .

one that can sustain a vari

ervice and manufacturing

icient public services, and first rate cul

e ﬁéiitutioV/’/

Where should these new urban centers be built?

[\N\any could undoubtedly be built on the sites of existing

towns, and indeed that is happening today where local governments
-—

have taken the initiative in attracting new industry.
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LI was interested, in this connection, to see that e]gp: of
the 63 Model Cities grants announced recently went to cities

and towns with fewer than 50 thousand people, Those Model

_#—

Cities and others like them can provide an important part of
America's answer to the megalopolis.
S R T
LNew towns -- towns built from scratch according to a
e

master plan -- offer another possible source of Communities of

Tomorrow.ly\lith 70 per cent of the American people living on
.
one per cent of the land, there are a great many places in this

country where land is cheap, recreational resources
P ,

plentiful, and horizons uncluttered.
j IS R el

L | would like this conference to consider the
possibility of a federal New Cities Act designed to do for America
m

what the Homestead Act of the [9th centug did -- offer an
F

incentive for people to go to the rich areas of this nation that
m——— [

L

are still waiting to be developed.
N



_]_2_
Z Some of those new towns might be built as satellite
——— R

cities just beyond the raveled urban fringe of our present
e e e e

megalopolises. LThe Id act as counter-m ivi
galop ; y wou ounte aggets' giving

dissatisfied suburbanites practical access to the benefits of a

real city.

Z By providing services, jobs, and economies gf scg.le)

they would break off the existing outer suburbs of some of our
P

largest cities and give them shape and character,
emassemTA _#

ZFourth, we must preserve and enhance the rural
-=
alternative in this age of rapid urbanization.
As | suggested earlier, many of our city-dwellers today

would much prefer to live on a farm or in a small town -- if
P e P e R

they could do it without sacrificing opportunity, income,

quality in education' and the conveniences that go with a

modern American standard of living,

Z- A thriving city usually means more prosperity for the

adjacent rural areas/That has been the case in most of the
et e e

Northeast, in the Piedmont of the Carolinas and elsewhere.
’ T —— amT—EET—
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z It means that the farmer gets more creditr a gﬂving

m.g_r_l_(_et for his agricultural products, and new opportunities
m

for supplementary employment, The value of his land rises.
W

L

But trickle-down prosperity is not enough if we are to
e e [ oot

achieve a meamngful balance of rural and urban growth .
AEEEETEI T [ Sy [ S S R R e

and a meaningful choice between city and country living.,

Z Rural America must become economically viable in its
“

own right,
That means farm incomes must reach a par with city
N L TR
income% Today the ewewage: American farmer receives a smaller
return on his labor and his capital investment than the aessgé

urban entrepreneurg All over Americg,. young people are

leaving the farms, not because they want tg, but because

farming simply doesn't pay as much as a good factory job. g
N L]
ZFarming is the backbone of the rural economy in most

parts of this country‘l' and when it lags behind, so does rural
ooy

commerce in general.
wﬁﬂﬂm\
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l I n addition to better farm incomes, rural America
M

needs new industry to provide a variety of job opportunities
and new income if it is to achieve economic viabilityg

—e

At a time when rural [and prices are a ninth or less

[CECEREREEEEE ) [ ==

of urban prices...when modern industry has unprecedented
L L
flexibility in its choice of location. .. manufacturing should be
P e
able to thrive in rural America.
T Ll g
- ’“’Z Rural America's pressing need for health, educational
L=y
and social services, which is clearly spelled out in the report
on Rural Poverty, requires a concerted attack by government
S LT
at every Ievelt But permanent solutions -- thriving Communities
w

of Tomorrow in rural America -- will depend upon a healthy
L =g

and growing rural economy.
T T g
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You who are going to convert the communities to today
into Communities of Tomorrow -- or build new ones -- will have

to talk about much more than civil rights, education,

dispersed urbanization‘ and rural-urban balance. You will
e

have to consider health facilities, better utilization of land for
-k L S ARGFRRTRE RS S SR
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development and recreation., Zoning. . . transportation. . .
R L=y
preservation of open spaces where the physical horizon may
SR L
still be viewed.
LAnd you will have to figure out what combination of
federal, state, local and private cooperation can achieve the
pa—
kind of comprehensive national effort that will save us from
AT T e AT i i
the human and economic cost of haphazard urbanization.
——, e s G o e s Tl
LThe federal government has radically increased its
contribution to the struggle against urban blight during the
last few yearsg# 1n 1960, federal aid to cities and to the urban
poor came to 9.9 billion dollars. This year -- fiscal 1968 --
it will be 25. 6 billion.
—-.n-:-mn-
In 1960 we as a nation spent only 6. 6 billion dollars
W
for health, training and education -- the largest portion of
which went to the cities. Now the figure is 22 billion.
W

/ Today, in fact, there are at least 450 federal programs
L =Ty

designed to assist local governments -- large and small, urban
e SSEEE
ISR
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and rural -- in meeting a vast array of local problems,# On top

of these separate programs, we now have the Model Cities
-———-—-ﬂ—’

T
program which is designed to draw all available resource}
public and Erivate,, together for a comprehensive attack on the
whole spectrum of ills that constitute urban blight.

[ Existing federal programs are designed, however,
chiefly to revitalize our existing communities -- not to build
T S e e T e S S e {0
completely or largely new ones.
- e
LWhat additional federal effort will we as a nation require
to build Communities of Tomorrow?

| have mentioned the possibility of a New Towns Act.
s A e BT

Z What about a federal bank to help finance deveIoEment
’—J' —

corporations at the state and local level?
B e S Rt )
2 What about a swift, comEuterlzed nation-wide
employment service designed to inform workers all over the
f_
country of employment opportunities in newly-developed urban
W

areas?
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Z Although the federal government will be an important

instrument for coordination and for financingl the real work

of development is going to be up to the state and local

__

governments and to the people themselves.

It is in the local communities that the detailed planning
S R e il R

will have to be done.( They will have to take the initiative to

attract new industry‘ build new schools, assure their citizens
’#

)

an active role in determining the future of their communities,
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LAnd it is going to be the people themselves -- like the
pioneers of the 19th century -- who do the actual home-building,
e R e s e

enterprise building and town-building.

AI know that this great nation is rich enough -- and |

believe it is creative enough -- to build communities where the

horizon is broader than it has ever been for any people before.
wawqo-bt\mﬁ = RAT" Lsvning
A centufy ago, one great American, Walt Whitman,
wrote:
". . . | take to the open road
Healthy, free, the world before me,

The long brown path before me leading wherever | choose."

| believe the breadth of spirit reflected in those lines can

belong to every American before the twentieth century is out.

| wish you good luck with this conference.

t # #
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fo cur distingulshed Secretary. I sald his intrcductions are

Aty P S
Oaix | OrLIX

=) |

It is my distinet privilege this morning to present
someone Lo you who_doeén't need really any Introduction., I
can not resist, howe&er, recalling that ; thing ane cf the
speakers yesterday said that Lincoln Steffens sald that a
mayor, after he was gleéted, should not run for re-electicn --
and incidentally after a mayor had been re-elected four times --
but he should, after his first election, run for and be elected
to the Senate,

It happens our spéaker this mo;n;ng was at cne time
a professor of political scilence and I am sure enco;ntered that
advice because he didn't follow it exactly, but almost. He ran
;uccessfully twice, was elected Mayor of Minneapolls, and then
he was elected to the.Senate. And since that time, we have
all kncwn him to be cne of the most knowledgeable men in many
areas in this country, and certainly probably the most aritcu-
late public figure in this country.

The Vice President cf the Uniled States.

(standing ovation,)

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Thank you, Secretary
Weaver, |

I think I should let the audience know what T said

getting better all the time. I only hope I can appear on

several more programs with you, Bob, particularly at thls early

hour, which 1s not exactly my brightest part of the day. You
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make me feel bebber.

There are two kinds of people, day people and night
people, You are talﬁing to a night man,

(Laughter.)

But I realize that in order to give some balance teo
this entire conference, to glve some emphasis to the rural-

part, you had to start early. You shculd have called on me

i @about onz o'clock this merning and I would have been in much

better fettle, X

I have looked over the program of the Symposium and
must say that it sort of overwhelms one, particularly when you
realize the competence and the prcfeés@énal éuality of these
who have.already addressed you and will be speaking te you.
It was with deep regret that I found myself unable to atiend
yesterday's sessions,.because I know that I would have had a
rich and rewarding experience 1n learning. One of the real
problems of government today 1s we zre so busy getting our-
selves ready to tell you what we already know that we don't

have time to find out what you know so we can tell somebedy else

what you already know. And this 1s getting to be a mcre com-

!_h

plicated problenm and one in greater depth every year.

I doubt that I have a single thing new Lc tell you
fhils morning, but being a refugee from the classrcom and having
cbserved through those few short years of teachlng that mest

people learn through osmosis, that educaticn is in substance a
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great deal of‘rébetition, and possibly there are some -- I
knoew nobody in this room -- who are slow learners and need to
be remirded'again and again, I will go over material which has
been worked and reviorked in hcpes that somecne may not have
been listening too weiﬁ during the earlier sessions and will
go away saying "Wasn't that interesting." If you can do that,
I will feel that the morning was reasonably well spent,.

This subject of the communities of fomorrcw 1s no
longer an academile subject. The real fact is that tomorrow
was yesterday. We are already losing ground. The communitieé
of tomorrcw should have been planned a long, long time ago,
and because they were not, we find ourselves today literally {
being.run over b& an urban crisis, and we find in the last
few days,from.the repcrt of the Ccmmission on Rural Poverty,
That we are literally belng plowed under in scme areas of
Amerlca with the staggering problems of eccnomle and social
nature in rural America, .

For some reason or another, when 1t comes to our
social pgoblems and our economlc precblems, we have an-extra
large dose of what we call the cultural lag. Ve just don't get
at it socn enough. And what we are here to do iIn a very real
sense 1s to take some knowlédge action. The reflecticns and thg
obsefvatiohs of the.pecple in thils audience are desperately
needed. I do not say that there 1s a sferllity of thought or

of creativity necessary on matters of urban and rural life; I
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will only say this, that the concrete and the brick of the eity.

intensified in its ugliness at times by the slum, have far out-
stripped our capacit& to find decent living space and whele-
some ccnditions for the people whe are to inhabit Cthese cilties.
And our nestalgic memories of beautiful rural America, with
the clear sky, with the morning dew, and the evening sunset,
are really just memories of the past when 1€ comes to taking a
look at the econcmic and sccial conditions of teday. -

So with that sort of less-than-joyful plecture, may I
Just venture a few fhoughts this morning; I want you to know
fhat essentially I am an optimist about our country, and I
have a right to be, because this great nation of ours has sur-
vived many a crisis, and 1t has been capable in the past of
doing what people have termed the impossible. I really believe
that this generation and the ones yet to come are golng to be
tested as no others, because we are really getting dcwn ncw to
the point where we can not run away from cur problems, where
the vast expanse of America, even though much of 1t 1s still
unoccupled, 1s nevertheless ﬁnder constant observation because
of the media and the science and technology of our time. There
is very little or no place to hide. You can't hide the mis-
takes any longer, nor can you hide ycur neglect, They have
caught up with us, Sc maybe we had bebtter start to do some-
thing aboutv 1t.

Now, Americans have bullt a greal natlon because
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they have been willing to look cutward, look outward to broad
horizens and beyond -- beyoend thé oceans and beyond the Appa-
lachian, beyond the ?lains.

We have really carried our heads high. We are a
pecple of the horizon, so to speak, always reaching out. Our
pnlloscpinical and spiritual horizons have been just as vast as
the land that we speak of -- the horizons of freedom to worshiﬁ_
and to write, and to speak, to teach, and fo think as we choose
And these spirifual and physical horizons have beeﬁ able to
produce, I think, a new kind of man so to speak; cne that had

unbounded faith 1n his capacity to overcome any cbstacle, and

also one that was open, cpen in thought and conscience, and

cpen 1n spirit.
I think this is really the reason for the greatness
of the nation that 1s curs and of the people that inhablt 1t,
.Thoreau put it somewhat modestly when we think of 1t
in today's terms. He said, "Our horizon is never quite at our
elbows,"

He wanted some wriggle rcom, so to speak, for minds

| and bedy and spirlt,

Many of us, it 1s true, have been prevented from
reaching those vast horizens, but at least they have been there
and vie knew it -- a stimulus to, and a source 6f hope for the
future.

Today, however, many Americans find thelr horlzons




2
<

M

s
4 2‘}
Ace = Fedurdl Repottars, Inc.

25

L}
(S22 5 o

\O

constricted, 'Thé elbow room seems gone. Far tooc many of our
fellow .cr;cans feel that they are, iIn a sense, encased. They
are rec ~lcted withiﬁ their very narrow limits cf their lmmed-
iate pi. .ical environment as well as theif social and econcmic
opportL 'ties. They feel in a prison -- sometimes the prison
cf poveriy, sometimes the prison of discrimination, often-
times the prison of neglect.

Many who live in the inner cities are hemmed in-by
The dirty tenement walls. Their spiritual horizoné are
crushed by broken homes, and all too often for a naticn as
rich as This, restricted by grossly inadequate education -- not
just quantity of education, but quality. Every time I mentien

the word "education" I think of what we need to do with it. I

| am not sure of 2ll we need to do with it, but something is

wrong. Education ought to be the musie of a man's life., It

ought to be the art of his scul -- and it isn't in toc many
places in this great land of curs. It has been rcutinized,
mass prcduced, stamped out in a single model. And as one who
has glven a great deal of time as ycur Vice Preslident to the
precblems éf cur young people, as the Chairman of the President's

Council on Youth Opportunity, I can not help but reflect on

what we call the school drop-cut problem. And I have sald,

without trying to be cube, that sometimes 1t is not drop-cut
at all, it is push-out, left-out, just plain out -- educatiocn

with 1little or no relevancy to the needs of the body, mind, or
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1| secul. 'nd 1f that is the case -- and 1t 1s in far too many
2| instar s -- then we need to bestlr ourselves. We need to
3Il have - much experimentaticn 1n education as we are having

41 today in fields of medicine and science and technology and

S| elsewhere, and the willingness to pay the price.

6 Well, the abillity of many Americans to look to the

7| future, as we know, is often curtailed by the necessity of sub-
8| sisting for today. Their plains are littered alleys, their

7|l oceans polluted water, their space the noxious product of

10/ industrial smokestacks.

t I would remind this audience that the creed that has

121l inspire¢ this naticn since its independence was not life,

13| security, and survival, It was life, literty, and the pursuit

144 of happiness, There 1s a great deal of difference between

15) securlty and liberty. They are nct necessarily in competition,
16] but security to be meaningful must be in freedom, and survival

17|l 1s not enough for God's filnest crealicn, man., Survival may be

18 a11 right for a plant or an animal, but not for human kind,

19] It is the pursult of happiness -- and I have often

20 thought of how perceptive our founding fathers were in the

e

writing of that Preamble of the Declaraticn of Independence,

B
N

‘the meaning of those precious words of life, and life that

234 took on socme meaning because it had liberty, and life and
| :
24 liberty that added up to the pursuit of happiness -- not life,

fas = Fudaez] Repattars, Inc.

25 security, and survival, which is what some people seem to De
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willing T¢ settle for.

It is not enough just to have minimum standards, a
minimun education, minimum housing, minimum transportaticn;
minimum health, This is a couﬁtry that ought to have as 1ifs
guideline and standard maximum. We don't have a mininum em-
ployment act. We have a full employment act -- maximum employ-
ment, £nd we ought to be thinking in terms of the maximum good
things of 1life. At least that ought to be our horizcn, our
standard. People who start with their sftandard as‘minimum, all
too often have their eyes glued to the ground rather than to
the heavens, )

Now, when I describe scme of the problems of our
cities, I do net want to ignore the fact of the greatness of
our citiles of bf our cocuntry -- the magnificent libraries and
cultural instituticns and universities, the fine hespitals and
the beautiful trade centers, There 1s éo much that is beaubi-

ful and good, All the more reascn that that which is ugly is

| so bad,

I often feel that cne of the real problems cf today
about the slum is that for the first time the slum dweller can
see how the rest of humanity lives. He feels set apapt, set
upon. The most powerful instrument of change, and pcssibly of
revelution and viclence, 1s the televisicn. Noboedy any lecnger
can be hidden away. The good and the bad is there, the real

story of life -- not Hollywood in 1ts make-belleve mevies, butb
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the highlands of Vietnam and 1Us real war -- not Hollywoocd wlt
its badi2n on the screen in the movie, but the violence of a
riot ir our home. It is changed. You see 1t really happen.
And I believe that not only are we tgday the victims
of rising expectations, which 1s a phencmenon which is not
related only to Asia and Africa and Latin America, but to our

own people, but we also are the victims of contrast, living,

vivid ccntrast, And when the few amongst us can see how well

the many live, and see what is available, 1s it any wonder that
p2ople resach out and sometimes reach out in the mest socially

-

undesirable manner?

None of this is to be interpreted as to condone vio-

ugd

L
U

0

r that this ience

i

ad

lence or crime, but it is a relevant fac
and men and women of equal competence ought to ccnsider,

That dceesn't mean you do away with the televislon or
Che  camera. It means that you change the scenery, that ycu re-
bulld the.cities and rescue the human belings -- not that you put
a cap on the lens, but rather that you ﬁfgg.the dirty face of

our sccial countenance., And if we do that, then we will, T

think, insplre people to do better.

| It is very difficult to inspire mankind by negative
lthought, by ugliness, by all that which, In a sense, causes you
jto re Ject what is there,

Most people are inspired by The dream cf a bettler day,

and inspired, too, by the noble action of a better man or 2
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better vicman,

Well, those are just some of my fleéting thoughts
this merning. I often say that when I get rea@y for a'con—
ference lix: this, I am generally so busy I don't get encugh
time to think about it because I have the phenes ringing and
fhe letters fto answer, and pecple to see, and staff té argue
E with, Trying to maintain at leasU scme feeling that I am still
in charge of what 1little I have to be In charge of, fighting a.
| rear-guard, most of the time, and it 1s so good to'be here to
| be released so I can think cut loud with you.

-

Scme people say this results in rathér long speeches,

ter) -- but it is a good way to

think and to study. If you don't have time to read the book,

|| scmetimes you ocught to meet the author. And if you do not have

’f time to refine ycur dissertaﬁion you shouid give it to scmebedy
‘ in its rough form and let them work you over affer you have
left, and refine the remarks. And T am going To run out of the
| room shortly so there will be no pain to me.

Well, let's talk more about cur pécple.

Meny who live in the suburbs, while they have more of

!l what they think are creature comforts, find those suburbs be-

comlng obsolescent, too. They have at their backs the blighted
city they have Just left, and befcre them a vast expanse of
split-level, all too cften synthetilc sameness., If you want to

do one little thing here, why don't you tell bullders tc stop
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choppin:g down every tree they see? That would be a very con-
structive resolution out of a conference of this kind,
The~yulldozer nas a place in mcdern scciety but 1t
doesn't need toltake over the whole landscape. ‘When I have
seen what they did cut here in Montgemery County when I first
came to Washington -- beautiful trees, And somebody get hold
of a bulldozer., I am sure 1t was a fellow who had never had
that much power ih.his hands before -- (laughter) -. and‘they
just took out every tree and leveled off the ground and put up

the brick and the concrete and said, "It is housing."

-

It;wasn't housing; it was shelter. The best housing
is under God's mantle of trees and brush and flowers, and there
isn*t any reason that man shouldn't be atle to mix his own ftech-
nelegy with that which nature has gilven and make it a décent
place to live,

The educational and economic horizons in our suburb

areas are copen to them as never before, but one has the feeling

at least I did when I lived in the suburbs -- that the long ride

home in the rush-hour traffic takes the edge off. I am a

pharmacist originally. I think one of the best ways to reduce

ct

he consumption of trangqullizers 1s to reduce the long ride to

and from work -- and that isn't just trying to be clever, You

| can be a man filled with compassion, love and affection for

n4il one's brother and natlon -- love thy neighbor -- but by the

time you get home you will be lucky if you even like your
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1 family.

2 (Laughter.)

2

And surelﬁ anybedy that plans to get to the moon and
41 back salely cught to be able te get from downt;wn Washingten

5 out to Rockville, or over to Falrfax.

6 It is really amazing that we can fly from Washington,
71 D.C., to Philadelphia, which I will do this morning in just a

8/ very few minutes -- it will take me about 35 minutes at the

9!l most -- and it took me 40 minutes to come in fromhchevy Chase
10|l and breathing, breathing, breathlng -- if you call it that -- I
11| think you will scon be able tc swim through 1t,.

12 (Laughter.)

13 These are real serious problems of comfort, health,
14l beauty, and I think temperament, I am convinced that part of
15 the violence in American life which 1s all too much a charac-
16} teristic of our life -- and it is -- we are gquite a viclent
17|l people -- is in this day and age scmewhat related to the tre-
18 mendous tensions under which we live -- not so much under

19§ which we work. ‘Once you get to work it is rather pleasant.
20 (Laughter.)

21 It is the getting there that knocks you off and the

221l going hcme that 1s sure to get you.
231 Now, many who live in the small towns in the rural
24| areas find that they can not even enjoy thelr extensive physi-

25! eal horizons because the beauty of the countryside 1sn't what
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it was cracked \p to be.

Mcst of the poets that wrote cf the countryside wrote
in anoct” “r century. Some of the poets that are writing teday -
I can't understand éuite what they are Writing‘about, or maybe
I do and I just don't want to believe it.

The reports of the Presidentfs Advisory Committee on
Rural Poverty -- I just lost the poets' votes there a moment
ago -- the report of the President's Advisory Committee oﬁ
Rural Poverty which was released over the weekend; notes that
one rural Amerlcan in four lives 1n poverty.

That repoft was a document of "must" reading for the
American péople. But you know I must teil yoﬁ in all cander
that I find most of the reports and the polls are just about
what we knew before we got them. I don't need to read a public
cpinicn poll to know when we are in trouble politically, I
used te find out by .going home and talking to my mother. She

was Madam Public., I could tell just about how well we were

i doing. And you den't have te be a Mr, Gallup or a Dr. Harrils

fo find out. If you really want to find out how yoﬁ are deilng,
go out and see my neighbors at Waverly., They will tell you 1
a way that doesn't fool you at all. They Eeme right té the
point,

I have lived in rural America, I have secen the
shabby buildings. I have had the privilege of being the scn of

a rural American businessman, You don't need to tell me about

(=
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when farm priceé are down, I don't have to read Orvilie Free-
man's documents, Aslmuch as I do and as much as I admire our
Secretary, I can teil by the cash register. It is Just that
simple. The o0ld measurements still tell you the truth,

As a matfer of fact, I am beginning to think that
the o0ld Indian knew more abocut the weather than the meteorolo-
giét, The difference 1s that the meteorclogist ncw gilves 1t
on & percentage basis, He is never quite wrong. He says it
is 10 per cent pessible, 70 per cent pecssible that it will
rain, Wouldn't it have been wonderful when I was in the Senale
if I cculd have voﬁed on a bill and said "I will give you a
70 per cent- vote on that bill" or "a 10 pér cent vote on that
article,” |

(Laughter,)

I_wOuld have been the mest popular Senater. Trouble

was, they only gave me two cptions, aye or maybe, and they

The Commisslon estimates that one cut eof five rural
Americans 1s unemployed., The average rural youngster getbs

about two years less of educatlon than his ciby cousin -- and

".J.

there is the question of its guality. One-third of all rural
homes need either major repairs or replacement,
Generally when we are talking about housing, we are

talking about cities, One cf the prcblems of this nation's

capital is that it 1s totally urban criented, the Eastern
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Seaboard, I don't know why. Sc many of us are country boys,
bus when we think of housing in America we are pot really
thinking of ﬁousins ﬁut in the counfryside, If you ére readilng
the papers that come here, you are thinking of housing in New
York City{ or occaslecnally you may even venture as far west as

Cleveland.

I met a person the other day who said he had traveled

| @ great deal to the west, I said "Where were you?" He replied,

——

"Buffalo." It is a fact that with'all the communicaticn we
have it takes a cataclysmic catastrophe.on the Vest cOaét to
make a small headline on the East Ccast,

Ybu know this 1s a fact, the problem of communication.
And when we speak of poverty, until %his rural poverty report
came out, we were talking about the poverty In the ghetto,
Vihen we speak of health needs, we viere talking about the health
needs of Fhe people in the teéement areas, When we spoke of
inadequacies of education it was generally the inadequacy of
fhe urban socilety.

Well, my fellow Amsricans, it started out with the
embattled farmers of Lexingten and Concord, not the heart-
broken brokers of %Wall Street. This nation started out with

farmers. And I think we need some perspective, And the Com-

| mission on Rural Poverty has gilven us the shock treatment which

may offer us some perspectlve, They have told us that there is

2

something else golng on except in the citles. This shouldn't
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11 in any way put the cities in second place. To the contrary;
2| there isn't any confliqt of interest here., What there 1s here
3l is ccmpetitipn ef trouble, And we oﬁght tc remember that the
4| frouble 1s generally rather widespread. .

5 Rural America has half the doctors and less then a
4[| third of the dentists that minimum standards wculd require,

7 Now, we know these facts and the questicn is: What
8l do we do about 1it?

? "The result is tha? over half a million rural resi-
10| dents are drawn or forced into urban areas each year -- most
11!l not because they choose to go, nct because they are pursuing
12| herizons of hope, but because they are forced to g£0.

i3 I believe that every American cught to have freedom

14|l of cheolce -- real choice. That 1s the essence of democracy.
15{ And that doesn't mean a cholce that comes by compulsicn or a
)

16| choice that is forced upon him by sheer survival necessity.
17 And in that context I was not surprised to see re-

18|l cently -- maybe my gocd friend, Maycr Naftalin, has teld you

19| abcut this -- & poll that appeared in the Mlnneapolis Tribune

N

20| a few weeks ago showing that a great many of the urban resi-
21| dents in our state weuld far prefer to live in a swmall town or

22! on the farm. They would prefer tc be away from the traffic

onl
28| congestlon, but that preference 1s not made real because there
y 24|l is not the same opportunity.
Poz = Fodasal Reporters, Inc. ||
25! True, grinding poverty of the purse is on 1ts way
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cut in A=merica, at least to a degree or it is beihg reduéed.‘

But the poverty that affliets this counfry is nct
juét tr poverty of the purse, my feilcw Americans., If that
were th: case vie are rich enough to overcome 15 next year,
There are many ways to cverccme the poverty of the purse. I
noticed where the President of the Ford Motor Company reccn-
mendedﬂnegative incomé tax last week, I noted the president
of the Ford Motor Company, nct a social worker, not a radical -i
he recommended it, I don't know whether it is the right way
or not but he recommended it., And it is a modern Amerilcan way
write a check. We have overcome many problems, we think, with
that; we have taken care of the problems of our children --
which we really haven't -- by just glving them money. When you
don't have time to be a good parent, Just write them a check,
When you don't have fime to take care of the difficulties and
complications of internatiocnal relaticns, wrile 2 check --
check-bock living. Poverty of the purse--- the checkbeok can
overcome 1it,

But what about the poverty of the spirit? What about
the poverty literally of the mind, the intellect, the poveriy
that comes with despai? and hopelessness and fear and frus-
tration? That is the real pcverty, and that is the one that
has to be conguered.

So this povérty of thelpurse we seem to be getting

semewhat under control., At least we feel that we have the

~
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1{| beginnings. ?
2 Seven years ago, 21 per cent of the American famil-

3| 1es lived in poverty} Statistically we now know that this is

¥ dcwy o about 15 per cent., The number of non-white families

5| earning over $7,000 has doubled in that period. And the number

6| of white families, of course, has gone u? in even larger pro-

7| portion. |

8 More Americans are going to college than ever before.

?| More are eating better, dressing better, driving cars, using

10|l telephcnes, owning homes than ever before -- and I like it.

11| Those are good signs.

12§ All of these have ﬁeant unprecedented and undreamed-

13|l of comfort for men but it has not necessarilly meant broader

14l horizons or greater happiness.

15 A few years ago a Pulitzer Prize-wlnning poetl wrole

16| of his fellow Americans: "We cannot bear the stars anymore,

) i .

171 those infinite spaces. The open road goes to the used car lobt.

18 Well, sometimes pecople are rather cynical, I doubt

120 1t is that vad. Perhaps things are not yet as bad as that for

20| tne vast majority of us, But what about tomorrow? What about

21| the communities of tomorrcﬁ?' 711l our horizens still be or

22; once again be beycend cur elbews, as Thereau put it?

23 Tﬁcmas Huxley, who visited this country a year age --
e 24 | and this 1is one of my faverite little bits of secular scrip-

ce —Fedeal Reporters, Inc,

25| ture -- wrote: "I cannot say that I am in the slightest degree
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Impressed by your blgness, or your material resources, as such.
Size 1s not grandeur, and terrifory dces not make a nation,
The great issue 1s what are you going to do with all these
things?" -

He put it right in the nutshell, right there. What
are we golng to de with all these things? What are we golng
to do with this eccnomy of 3800 villicn GNP?

Somebody told me the other day that since 1961 we
had added almost $300 millien to ocur gross naticnal product in
real prices,; in real income. And_yet pgcple go around sayilng,
"We can't afford this and we can't afford that." You know what
I ﬁave “ound out? We can generally afford what we want to.

I have been in the government long enough to find out
that when people want more country clubs, they get fhem, Vhen

they want more taverns, they get them -- more race tracks, they

01
44
5

ther. The gquestion is: Do they really want better housing

o)
(@}
L]

somebedy else? Do they want better schools?
I think we are beginning fc shew that we do. It is
the matter of will and determinaticn, not rescurces, Ve have

rescurces, It is a matter of pricrities and decisicns. Ve

have the technolegy. And hew can we use this unparalleled
material wealth uve now pessess tc expand the horizons of every
American? .

That is The prcblem you are wrestling with. Ve necd

your help., This is not just a talk sessicn. Thils 1s a sessicen




)

4

10|

11

12

15
16

17

|
|

for guidance énd:counsel.

Let me offer what I conéider a brief checklist of
things I think this ﬁaticn will have to aéhieve‘if its commun-
ities of tomeorrow are gecing to prov1ue horizons that are truly
up to our traditlcnal American standard, and should I say our
traditional American ideals, :

First -- the very.first thing we have to provide --
& truly open soclety with equal oppertunity for all, regardless
of race or creed, In every community.

Now, you have to start with that or you are running
up-nill all.tﬁe way an& falling into ditches.

An open sociéty in which there can be mobilify and
freedom of cholce 1s going to have to mean open housing. Only
abcut 50 Ameriéan cities have very bpen nousing laws today, and
it is my consildered Jjudgment that until we have open housing,
most of the sogial problems we are wrestling with teday in our
great urban areas will be unsolved, There has tec be freedom cf
movement ,

Wé are going to'have to overcome the vestiges of dis-
crimination in employment Qnd prcmotlon policles in industry
and organized labor, |

And I might add that as the tragilc struggle is beingh
fought in Southeast Asia, we neéed to ask ourselves scme very

-

basic guestieons, Our men in command of regiments and brigades

f (]

and companies with ranks of lieutenant and captain and major
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and colenel -—‘afe they to come hcme and because of race be
relegated tc seccnd-class pesitions in life or be accepted on
merit? Are we going te admit that the only part of American
soclety which 1s democratic is the military? Tgis is democracy
upside down.

I think that we had better be thinking about this, I
hear some of my friends talk about the military industrial com-
plex., .Vell, the military 1s doing a pretty gocd job of pro-
viding equal oppertunity. The military has done more to bring
ebcut cpen housing than all the clvlilians put together., The
military is doing something about promoticn on the bvasls of
merit, '

I sometimes shake my head and wonder wnhere I am,

-[4

lere we are in what we call the greatest democracy cn the face

*

of the earth and the one institution in this demcecracy that
p:actices democracy is the military -- at least when 1t comes
to merit,

I don't have all the answers but I sure know the
problems, And I do know that will has someﬁhing to deo with it,
ind T also know that it proves that law has scmething to do
about it, because the wmilitary getls a lot of this done because
it has autherity. So when I hear pecple say that you don't
need law, I say "You may not need it, but it helps.”

So let.me emphasize that the ending cf diseriminalicn

is a practical necessity if many of our cemmunities of teday
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are gclag to deﬁ%lop into the kind of thriving communities we
would like them to be for tomcrrow.

This isn'tlanything, new, Jjust for igtellectual gym-
nastics eor just a Sunday afterncon discussion with the local
minister., We are télking about the practiéalities now of
economic and sccilal life. VWhen today's manager or entrepre-
neur or corporation, lcoks for a town in which to establish a
new factory, he is unlikely to choose one where local govern-
ment and the courts tolerate Injustice, where discriminatory

&

labor practices and housing practices may prevent him frem

winning federal contracts -- federal contracts are a big share
of the business in this country today -- and where his Negro

executives will net find adequate housing or decent schcols for
their children,

So if you really want your ccomunities now to blossom)

- get rid of the weeds that you thought were ycur flcwers and

start to open up that garden for the growth of thal which is
goed and beaubtiful -- people who are blosscming wilth their own
ability ana capacity.

Second, we must guarantee & quality educatlon for
every Auerican child,

Now, I know this term “"quality" has many meanings but
we need to take a good lock at iﬁ, ﬁe héve been fighting an up

hill vattle tc get quantity education for sometime. And I am

1
H

not critical of the educators and those in school boards and



(&N . i
Genix LR X r

1| P-TA's who have put on the hard fight just to get the facili-
2| ties and the_teaéhers. But we have to have a dual approach --
3l not cnl, facilities and teachers but ﬁhe precper kind of

4|l facilities and the right kind of teachers, and &he interest of
S| The community behiné them. Eécause education is not the

6} business of the teacher, The teacher is but the front-line

71 agent, Education 1s the requirement of the community and of

8| the family.

7 T doubt if there are many lnner-city neighborhoods in
10} America ':ociay where the schools provide their pupils with the
11|l full opportunity to throw off the crippling burden of a de-

12| prived background,

13 And yet the_schbcl system in the inner cify ought to

14l ve tne Eompensatory mechanlsm. We have ccmpensatory payments
15 today. We have at times compensatory wages and salaries, IT
we put a man in & farfaway place in the forelgn service, ve

7 glve him a 1litvle more‘pay because 1t 1s more difficult there,
18 These are what we call -- I don't kﬁow the exact term

17 but the areas of danger, the areas that are critical,

20

What do we do avout our schools? I wilill take my own

21 community's experience. I hope it has changed and I imagilne

1t has because they have a better mayor now out home,

7’
= When I was there the pcorer schools were in the
|
. .']. I ’ %
# “50 poocrest neighborhocds. The overcrowding of the schools was in
feo—Fedzal Repoilars, Inc.
25

the poor:r neighborhocds. And I will venture to tell yeu this,
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1| my dear friends,” 1f you leave this c¢ily and go any place in
2|| America, go into 'the city where the poor people live, the gar-
31l bage is the last te be collected, the streets are the last to

4] pe plowed out when the snow is there,

5 " It is true. We need to shift 1t around a 1little bit.
6 Teday cur best scheols are In the communities where
7| othner advantages are also the greatest -- the highest incomes,

-

8l the vest housing, the best recreational opportunities, The

21l vest schools are in the neighborhocds where the people can

10}l afford to send thelr children to private schools, 1In the com-
1| munities of tomorrow the best educaticnal opportunities are

12|l going to have to be where they are needed the most, where the
13| public conbribution to the 1ife of that individual is the

14|l greatest single gift that the community can glve -- namely, the
15| gift of a good educatien,

16 ‘ America has ploneered in public education. This is
17! one of our great achievements, And publlc schools, mere than

highest standards.

(4]

18] ever before, must be brought to th
19 fou know that my wife and I are keenly inferested in
20| tne subject of the handicapped, the ﬁentally retarded, the

21| physically handicapped. Let me just lay it on the line. lost
22| of the handicappsd are with the pcor. Mest of the retardaticn

24 is with the poor. Some of 1€ 1is cengenital, Some cf 1T 1is

4 24 environmental., But the simple fact is that the degree and the

Aso—Foderal Repoilers, Inc,

23 rate of retardation amongst the poor in the lower-income
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families is higher than amongst the high-income families.

And my fellow Americans, how many of your public
schools, the tenement schcols in the innef cities; have train-
ing for She retarded? How many of them have tréining for the
physically handicappéd? And what makes you think they are not
Ged's children? What makes you think that a child that is born
crippled isn't entitled to the same or more care than one that
is born shyslcally scund? What makes you think that all re-
tarded are not educable? Many of them are and can be broughf

to be preductive citizens.

s

And yet, my fellow Americans, most of the schools. tha
have mental retardaticn types of training for the mentally re-

ded, I should say the most competent -- you find those

3

ta

+

schools in the suburbs, You find those in the areas of the new
homes. You find them in the upper middle-income groups and the
high-inccme areas, It is wrong.

.Many people teday are worried abeut morality. Well,

that is preal immorality and that is immcrality that you can do

The least of these -- the least of these -- the poet,
says -- are entitled to the mest. But they don't
get it, And until they do, there is something wrong.

But I think that wmost of us, in view of the nearly

| disastrcus shortage of educatlenal facillties in some nelgnbor-

Fedeial Repottars, Inc. ||

hoods, rcalize that public schceels alone are not encugh, and we

W
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1|l have reccgnizéd the necessity of using the existing private and
2l parochial schools to the full, And I cften think what would

3|l happen to our education if it were not for the parc&hial and

4| private schoocls.

5 " The Elementary and Secondary Zducation Act passed in
6| 1665 authorilzes the federal gevernment to use funds to assist

7| disadvantaged children in non-public schocls. There were those
8] that would have destroyed that. But fortunately, the Congress
?l in 1ts wisdom protected that standard. ' s

10 Now, states and lccal communifies must follow fthat

11} lead. The important thing about education isn't where the

12| ohild gees to schocl, It is what kind of educaticn the child
13 gets. The important thing about education 1s the person,

14 A variety of educational coportunitles, competition
15} among varicus kinds of schools fer excellence rather thgn Compe -
16/ tition for inadequate funds -- that Is what will broaden the

17)| educaticnal horizons,

18 Third, we need a far-reachlng national pelicy on

190 urbanization and the machinery to implement it,

20 I said first you need an copen soclety -- open
21 community, Seccnd, we must guarantee quallty of educaticn for

|
22| every child, right down the line -- and every child -- every

23 child, well or sick, scund cr erippled, brilliant or retarded,

240 ynite or black, cr whatever other color, race or cresd.
Ace ~Fedaral Repertars, lne.

25 And, third, we need-a far-reaching naticnal policy
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on urbanization ‘znd the machinery to ilmplement it,
We anticipate teday that our populaticn -- you know
the figure -- will grow by one hundred million or mcre vefore

the year 2000 and we know that at least one hundred million of
cour fellow Americans will be moving inte our cities within the
next few years. I hope they don't all have three cars unless
we can ¢o something about the transportation., With that pros-
pect in view the haphazard urbanizétion that is still goilng on
in this country is no longer acceptable, .

I know that Lady Jackson, Barhara Ward, spoke to ycu
2bout planning that needs to go into our communities. Again I
claim no expertise 1n this area. I am one of the general
practiticners. Experts are on tap; they shouldn't be on top --
(laughter) -- and we Just keep them werking with us.

I know you willl be discussing and have been discussing
Che megalopeolls and how te improve it. I think one of The prooq
lems we have is that that word sort of transforms us. It sort
of gets us, as we say, the word megalopolis. When you can pro-
nounce it you have really ccme quite a way. Bubf just rememver
211 that word means 1s there are foc many people living on too
1little land. It means that people are crowded in, Whatl it
really means 1s that it is an accumulaticon of bulldings and
pecple and facilities that has not been planned. What megalop-
0lis meauns is a‘big, big problem that you have to unravel and

make it into a livable socilety.
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1 Well, T believe that it is within our power to make

2|l our existing cities and theilr heavily developed suburbs safe,

3|l clean, and rewarding places to live.
4 I do not want to see us run away from that which we
S| have -- and there is a tendency, when vie talk about these prob-

6l lems of urban life, to say "Let's forget it. Let's get oub;

7| let's run away." And that is what has been happening. When

8!l you didn't have open communities, the white people left., The
2|l Negro ﬁeople -- many -- came in, They ran away from the prcb-
10} lems, ran away from the challenge. And many of our cities

11/ todzy are without an econcmic base, and many of the people that

12} come downtown to do business in the city never pay a dime's
13) taxes to it, have really no interest in it except to get on a
145 street that will get them to their office.
]51 I want to see us come up with answers for what we

) 16? have. We have a tremendous investment in our citles. And

|
375 these citles essentially have all of the ingredients To make
|
|
| for a magnificent society, the cilty beautiful -- not like St.
19;‘Augustina, the City of Ged, but the City of Man. It can be a
1

20 beautiful city. We don't need to take the bulldozer and run

Ly 1
211 over it. Ve don't need to run away from it like the farmer
1
- |
22 of the early 1800's ren away frcm the land that had been bled
23 A 3
-9l wnive and ercded.
|
|
oA - . - Ly 1
A = t is thare. I am not advocating, therefaore, thatl we
finz = Fpdarzl Reporiars, Inc, i
25i relreat Tc the rural pleins and mcuntains, I am advocating that
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we develcp our cities as they’are, redevelop Them, and that we
find new places to live so there is real freedom of choice --
and what is'more, ;hat ve take care of new customers, the
¢hildren yet unborn, the families yet to be.

Met?opolitan planning 1is ncw golng on in many of thes
areas of the megalopolis and the Tfederal government insists
that its grants be used only in the context of such planning,
And I'll get down to cases., Was it Paul Ylvisaker who said
scmething o you yesterday about state charfers and laws? I
think so. Lgt me tell you one of the greatest needs in this
country is to re-examine every state ccnstitutien, every city
charter, and instead of going around trylng to find scme
ansviers for yocur local government probleﬁs In Washington, start
to find them pack at heme 1in yecur city, in your state, in your

local Jurisdictions. Much of government tToday was never de-

4.

signed even for the pericd of the automobile, much less the

jab}

space age. And it is wmere difficult, I ray say, to amend

city charter than 1t is Yo travel fo the mcon -- and nuch
saler,
Constituticnal reform -- state constituticnal re-

form -- is vital. And I say with all candor that it 1s | liter-

ally impcssible to ceme to grips with the prcdlems of our

urbanized scclety until there 1s basic constituticnal and lecal

coveroment reform, until we equlp these gevernmental sub-

=]

divisions and the powers of the state with the authority and

.
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with the flexidbility, with the medern public administration

techniques that are required for modern living and for the age

| of the future, the communities of tomorrcw.

You cannot bulld communities of tonocrrow with state

| constitutions ¢ the 19th century and the 18th century. It

isn't 1o the book, If you do, it will be illegal.

So I hope that you will have a conference or two on
that while you are here. There must be many political scien—.
tists arcund here. Bul whenever we really come hard on the
problem at heome, we say "It is down in Washington that the
preblem is." Many people complain azbout the interferenc; of
the federal government wilh local and state governments, It 1s
not interference. Vhen you find a2 blocd clet in your veln the
system finds a way of going arcund it. And there 1s a govern-
mental clot at local and state levels for scme of the numan
needs of the Amerlcan pecple, and those pecple find a way to
get arcund 1it, gnd they come charging decwn tc Washington, And
you have a vwhole galaxle, a whole bilg roomful of federal aid
programs that are frequently in conflict, all toc often -- if
net in conflict with each other, unrelated to a total pattern.

I have been at this business of iIntergovernmental

|l relatiens a long time, I am the co-author of the Ccmmission on

Intergovernmental Relaticns, served on the Kestenbaum Commls-

L]

icn, it is part of my life. And we have everybody who likes

to write articles and editorials about the bureaucracy of the
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ottt Peiyend 3L!,
1| federal government and the necessity for recrganlzation of the
21 Tederal governmeﬁt, Listen, the federal government is being
3| recrganized every year, on the year, in some way. But I am
4l telling you when you get an amendment to four éity charter,
5! write and tell me, will you? It willl be some of the great
6| newis of all time, ' |
7 I urge this conférence to take a lcok at this prob-
8l lem, tc look beyond the megalopolis to the possibllity of
9| establishing new bodies of law, new constitutlons that meet
10| medern-day needslin the future, and establish wholly new
111 urban centers of urban growth capable of accommedating a
121l large part of our anticipated populaticn increase,'
13 Study the concept of ccuncils of government, hew you
14|l preserve the independence and autcnomy of an established cou-
151 nmunity and an established governmental Jjurisdiction and at th
16| same time promote cocrdination. It is a new pattern, IU has
17| great merit,
16 The locaticon of most of our presént cities, as you

19 well know, was dictated largely by gecgraphy, by industry's

20! need for water or rail transport and for natural resources.
21 That is why we have so many cf our great clties on the banks

22| of the rivers.

23 But this is the age of the short-hop jet -- the-shext)
241 nep_jet -- rapid truck transport, electric power that can be
Fedsial Reportasz, Ine, gt

25| delivered efficiently over hundreds of mlles and generated
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easily at the mobt remcte site. INoreover, curs is an ever-
increasingly service-oriented econcmy. Today 40 millicn of our
werkers hold service Jjebs, and enly 17.5 millicn are in manu-
Tacturing. Much of that manufacturing consists of mecdern,
light industry which can thrive almest gnywhere, rather than
The traditional heavy industry which is tied to natural re-
sources and low-cost transpertaticn,

Today, therefore, it should be pcssible to provide
;ae ecocrnomle base for new communities almest anywhere that we

clicose.,

-—

I know these ccmmunities need To be viable; I kncw
fhere has fo be a sort of optimum or minimum size for a viable
community, What 1t is, I am not sure. When I started to write
this, I had the figure of 50 thousand. I sald "That is not
true., I have seen many cltles of much less that are totally
viable communities." But that is something we can experiment
with,

But where should these new urban centers be built?
lany could undoubtedly be built on the sites of existing towns,
And indeed that is happening tecday where local governmenis have
taken the initiative in revising their law and 1in attracting
new industry -- and I put "revising their law" -- because you
get right dewn there to taxing policy, zoning policy -- all of
it is there. I was interested tco see that 8 of the 63 Model

Cities grants recently announced by our distingulshed Secre
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li Mr, Weaver, wént’td cities and towns of fewer than 50 thousand
i-people. Those mcdel.cities.and cthers like them can provide
! an impertant part ofrAmerica‘s answer to the megalopelis, New
4| towns, 1like Reston gnd Columbia City, towns bullt from scratch,
S|l according to a master pian, offer another possible source of
6l Communities of Tomorreow., But the old Towns, rebullf, also
7| offer the chance. With 70 per cent of the American people
8|l 1iving on that 1 per cent of the land, there are a great many
?|l places in this country where land 1is cbeap between the Alle-
10| gheny Mcuntains and the VWest Coast. Come with me and travel
) 11|l acress this country. I travel across it about as much as any
12|l man in the government. And there is one thing that imp?esses
12| me -- its emptiness -- vast, vacant areas -- beautiful, beauti-
14} 7yl areas. And it doesn't reguire that you have to have a majo:
15 river running right through in order to be able to put a town
16!l there, or a coal mine. We have gotten beyond that.- There are
17| a great many places where the land is cheap, recreational re-
18} source is plentiful, and hﬁrizcns uncluttered.
19 I might-add that the pclicy of the federal government
20| can do & lot here., If the federal government makes up its
21| mind to use some of ité resources, new towns come into beilng.

221 T nave often mentioned Huntsville, Alabama, It isn't necessar-

3 ) e cad
23 ily typical but 1t shows what can be done -- cr Oak Ridge,
" 245 Tennessee, just to menticn a couple. But Huntsvllle, Alabana,
fica—=Taderal Reportars, Ine: | :

o] |
251 just 20 years ago, was a sleepy 1little southern cemmunlty, on
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the frinzes of the TVA., Today it is a fine, magnificent city,

"and one of the bvest.

Tvio or thrée things happened: The Tennessee Valley
Authority with all it offered, power, recreation and flood con-
trol; and ‘then federal grants and federal contracts, the space
program. I heard when I was there this spring that there are
abvout 175 Pn.D's. alone ‘in that city. There are tremendqus
facilities of education, fine medical establishmeﬁts, dcctors.,
It happens to be thét federal government policy can have some-
thing to do with what happens tc a community, where The con-
tracts are placed, where the new installations are to be
located. And they don't all have to be located on the fringes
of Washington, It is possible to run part cf this country even
as far away as Denver,

(Lavghters)

_And I would think that as long as we are saying that
we are a Pacific power and haée a great deal of our resources
committed to the Pacific and Aslan areas, we might want o evend
disperse cr get out as far as the West Ccast, O0f course we do.
And government policy means a great deal. I have so many
Ccabinet officers here, I thought I would mentlon that,

T would like this conference to ccnsider the pes-
sibility of a federal New Citles Act -- I can see wheré I can

get in trouble because Vice Presidents aren't suppesed tc be

doing this -~ designed to do for America what the Homestead

g
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‘of this nation that are still waiting €o be developed. And I
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1] pel 7 By providing services, Ju 3 al: ”ﬁ%
they would break off the existing outer suburbs of some of oup
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Aet of the 19th century did -- mcve pecple out to the rich areag

am not golng %o write out the articles and sections and sub-

sections ‘of that Act, but it can be dcne. We know how to get
incentives working in this country, That is part of our life.
Somie of those new towns might be built as.satellite

cities'just beyend the raveled urban fringe of our present

=

polises., They weculd act as counter-magnets, giving dis-

fied suburbanites practical access to the benefits of a J /!
// /ng,d" f‘«_ F’;-__../c...;,/ 67,.4/ / mzhc 2 :
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15% largest cities and give them-shape and characterg’
(l
Wy Aed_tien, fourth, we must preserve and enhance the % ’
i
I . )
15] rural alternative in this age of rapid urbanization.
! | -
16“ As I suggested earlier, many of our city aweAle“
. :l -l'
if“ today would much prefer to live on a farm or in a small uo;j,i . :
ol - e w el i g ﬁw
7°ﬁ small city if they could do 1T vithout sacrificing opportunity,]
| 14-& i“"‘“"‘""""'l L
% ) l| § 5 .1 s - -
191 income, quality in educablon, and the conveniences that go wrEf e
| | S fpt
20w e tandard of 1living o (%
| a modern American standard ol 11lving. .
21| thr = cit ally means more pr speritl T et AP
| A riving city usually means mo prosperivy i s
. . , < y_
22| the adjacent rural areas, That has been the case in most of &%
23 ﬂ é‘z" o
ZV¥ the Northeast, in the Piedment of the Carolinas, and elsgyhere,
I .
24{ farmer can get more credit -- and he neegs ;@%9 G
I

today

coday. It takes a lot of capiltal te start a farm

L]
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the Mid-west it takes a minimum of a hundred thousand dollars
for a really sound capitalized, productive farm, It meaﬁs é
growing market for his agricultural prcducts and new opportuni-
Ties for supplementary off-the-farw employment,

And above all, when ycu have a thfiving urban commun-
ity next to a rural community, the value of the farmer's land
rises,

But 1ad£es and gentlemen, this 1s trickle-down
prosperivy, and that is not énough if we are to achieve a2 mean-
ingful balance or rural and urban grcvth, and‘a meaningful
cholice bvetbween cify and country living,

Rural America must becone econcmically viable in its
own right. That means farm incomes must reach a par with city
incomes, in térms of meaningful prices and meaningful income.
And, my fellew Americans, that means that farmers must be paid

for their product.

I was oubt with a farm group the other day and when you

go and buy a car they charge you so much for a car. When you
go and get medical service, the doctor charges you so much.
When you go into the drug store, they charge you so much, Bub
the farwer ge?s s¢ much -- what you are wllling to give him.
He can't charge.

The worker, in his union, bargains and he charges so

mueh fer his labor. The farmer gels so much fer his milk or

ca

whatever it i1s. The language of the commerce tells what is

|
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And you imow what? I think he is beginning to understand it an

I would 't be a bit surprised that farmers are going to deo what

other p: :ple do, get really organized, and then.you‘ll see

what you'll pay. We have been getting a free ride off the

farmer in fhis country for a long, long time -- and Secretary

Preeman nas been telling people in the citles about 1t. He

is the cne fellew that hasn't had his wages increases. He is

the one fellcw that sells his prcduct for less now than ﬁe did

in 1647 -- all toc often. ]
And if it were not for his government progrems, he

would be bankrupt iIn many, many ipstances.

I think I heard Secretary Freeman say not long ago

_that if these farm precgrams were abolished farm inccmes would

be reduced by at least a third,

So you can't have the farmer being just the vietim of
trickle-down prosperity, that if everybody else in towﬁ gets
rich you will have encugh to eat. He has to have a viable
base of nis own. Tocday that American farmer recelves a

maller return on his labor and capital than fhe urban entre-
preneur by far, That dalry farmer ocut In the Mid-west is
lucky if he makes 75 cents an hour on his labor and capital.

All over America young people, therefore, are leav-
ing the ferms, not because they want Te but because farming

simply doesn't pay as much as a goecd factory job or working ac

| wrong with agricalture, He is at the mercy of the other fellow.

C
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11 & filling staticn.
2 Farming is fhe backbone of the rural eccnowy 1n many

L)

3|l parts of this country, and when 1t lags behind, so does rural
4| commerce in general and so does the neivhbcrino cemmunity,
5 In additicn to better farm incomes, therefcre, rural

6l America needs new industry te precvide a variety of Jjcb oppor-

71 tunities and new income to supplement and to maintaln its

€3]

8! econcmic power and viaohllty At a time when rural land price
91l are a ninth or less of urban land prices, when modern industry
10| has unprecedented flexibility in its choice of location, manu-

11}| facturing sheould be able to thrilve in rural America.

i2 But rural America's pressing need for health, educa-
13| ticnal and soclal services, clearly spelled out now in the

14} report cn Rural Poverty, reguires a concerted attack by govern-

15 ment and privaete industry at every level, But permanent

solutions -- thriving Communities of Temorrow -- will depend

17| on a healthy and growing rural econcmy, not on government hand-

18} outs, government pcliciles alone, or the trilckle-down econculcs

19| of a rich urban scclety.

i

20| And you who are going to convert the communities o

ne communities of tomorrow, or bulld new ones, will

HS
-

fecday te

221l nave to %Lalk about much more than clvil rights or even educa-

lznd for develepment and recreatlon, zoning, transportatlion,

23| tien or dispersed urbvanization or rural-urban balance,  You

]

41l ) o) - > . Loz s o -

24ﬁ +111 have to consider health facilities, belbter uvilizalicn of
ser=vaieial Reporlzs, o, ||
25|
|
|
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1{ preservation of ‘open spaces where the physical horizon nay
2| still be viewed, _
3 And you will have to figure out what combinaticn of

4} Tederal, state, local, and private ccoperation can achieve the
5l kind of ccmprehensive naticnal effort that will save us from
6. the human and eccnomic cost ¢f haphazard urbanization. |

7 You know about the many programs that we have -- &50
8|l federal programs designed to assist lececal governments, large

7| and swall, urban and rural, in meeting the vast array of local

prcblems. On top of the eparate programs we mow have a new
10| prcble Cn top of these separate progra /e mow h a

11} one, the Model Cities program, which I believe offers great
12|l promise if properly implemented at every level, designed to draw

ble rescurces, public and private together, to a

13} 211 availa

What additional federal effert willl be needed to

|
- l - 9, e =2
léicomprehensive attack on the whole spectrum of 1ills that consti-
|
‘15ﬁ tute urban blight,
|
16%

17 build the communities of tomorrow?

18 I have menticned the peossibility of a New Towns Act.
19 hat avcut a federal bank to help Tinance develoﬁmenﬁ COTpéra»
20| tions at the state and local level?

21 What about a swift, computerized,nation-wide

22|l employment service designed to inform workers all over the

23|l country of employment opportunities in newly-developed urban

24
Fier—Fedare] Hapopters, lhc, )
25 There 1s a mobilily today, Why not take advantage of

areas?
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ite Althcugh‘thé federal government will be an important in-
strument for your coordination and for financing, the real work
of develcpment is going Lo pe left up to the state and local
governments and to the pecple themselves,

It is in the local communities that the detailed
planning will have to be done, That is why I think this lMeodel
Citles Lct provides such & great conceptl for the communities of-
tomerrow. It, in a2 sense, compels the local people, private
and public, every segment of the community, rich and poor, To
work together to desigh programs for the vetterment of Their
comniunity life.

These local communitles will have to take the initia-
tive to attract new industry, bulld new schools, and assure
their citizens of an active role in determining the future of
their communities,

_And may I say, I mean 211 the c¢itizens., There is a
natural desire or inclination on our part te sit in a beautiful
room like this, those of us with a college education that have
made it pretty well, and to plan what we are golng to do for
the cthers. May I suggest that it 1s about time that we
brought into this same room the cthers, ) "
Iet's hear from them, They may have some gocd Ideas.

b}

Wnat is more, 1f they feel that they are a part of Uhe design,

that they have helped create it, then it is theirs. They
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fight for it, They work for 1t. They believe in 1it,

And 1t 1s going to be to the pecple themselves, like
the ploueers of the 19th century -- it will be these people
whio Wil Go She setusl tioms Bullding, entefprise Building,
and town building. J

Well, a century ago one great American, Walt Whitman,
wrote these words -- you see, I do like poets -- "I take to
?he open rcad,‘géalthy, free, the world b;fore me, The long
brown path before me leading wherever I choose."

That-is what we are talking abcut, fhé healthy rcad,
the long brown path befere me leading wherever I choose -- not
where you compel me to go, not where the distorted econcmic or
social structure compels me to go, but where I want toc go --
freedem of choice, an open scciety, an open mind, an open heart,

I believe the breadth of splrit reflected in the lines
of Walt Whitman can and sheuld beleng tc every Americen before
the 20th century is out., I believe that is what we mean by the
"Communities of Tomocrrow," And I wilsh you gocd luck in fhis
conference in planning 1t and designing it that way.

Thank you very much,

(Standing-cvatiion., -

SECRETARY WIRTZ: Thank you very much, lr. Vice Presi-
dent,} It is with full compliment tc all of the cther speakers
of the program that I think we are entitled to take note of thae

Y
act that we have had this meeting graced by twe people whom I

b=ty
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“ederal Government has financed a
University of Minnesota on this subject.

.oer of work shops of naticnal experts
by faculty and students the consideration
scmmence pianning a truly new and

ity in a rural or completely non-urban
set forth in a report which is due late
This project known as a Minnesota
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-h each by HUD, HEW, and Commerce.

could become not only the first step

and independent city to serve as a

>r other comtempory cities for our rural

suld form the basis for a new approach

1e problem of rural urban migration.
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