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Last Sunday the world l ost a great world leader, and America 
lost a dear frie nd - Harold Holt. 

We come here today to honor his memory and t o take new inspiration 
from his life. 

Harold Holt was a politician in the finest sense. He was first 
of all an idealist, unshakably devoted to peace. 

He was a leader committed to progress . He was a statesman 
dedicated to freedom for Australia and for all the countriesof the world 

At the same time he was a realist, a master political strategist 
who knew how to bring reality ever closer to his ideals. 

Courage - wisdom, human insight and broad experienc e: all these 
qualities were strikingly evident as Harold Holt battled to 
secure liberty and justice for his countrymen and people every­
where. 

Harold Holt was essentially and always a man of action, of 
exuberant force and energy. In his personal life he was an 
active athlete and sportsman. In his public life he never 
tolerated Lnadequate solutions or the easy way out . In a speech 
just three months ago, he said: 

"What is easily won is s eldom worthwhile . Usually t he 
greatest rewards are those that flow from t he honest 
industry of a nation and its people. Without our readiness 
to role up our sleeves and get on with the job we can never 
prosper nor grow strong." 

That is the authentic voice of Harold Holt . 

That is how he lived. 

I ndeed his was a life of rare promise and abundant fulfillment: 
~tudent body president , captain of the cricket team, winner of 
prizes Ln l i terature and public speaking . He was elected to 
Parliament at 27. 

At 32 he became one of the youngest senior ministers i n 
Australian history and, in the tense year of 1940, he was 
appointed head of a new Department controlling man ower for the 
armed forces and industry . 

The fifteen brilliant years that follow ed were s tudded with 
accomplishments. He became well-known in Wash~ngton for his 
competence in international finance. As Treasurer of Australia 
ln the late fifties, he was de cribed as "one of the most zealous 
watchdogs of the public purse in the Western world . " 
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Then, when Sir Robert Menzies announced his ret i r ement i n January 1966, Mr . Holt was elected leader of t he Liberal Party and named Pr ime Mi ni ster. I n the general elec tion t he f ollowing November - - a f t er l e s s than a year in office -- he led his party t o the great es t ma jori ty ever achieved in the annals of Australian par liamentary h i story . 

He was take n from us ba r e l y a year a f ter t his t riumphJ with hi s brightest promis e still unf ulfi lled. 

We sha ll remember hi mJ t oo , for his warm human qualit ies. 
Harold Holt wa s a connoi sseur of t he brighter side of life in hi s public and private a ffa~rs. He liked to be with peopl e~ a nd had the na t i ve Austra l ian gift s of r eady spe ech a nd warm l aughter. Amer i cans, t oo , va l ue these gifts, a nd t ho s e of us who knew him wil l a l ways t reasure t he memor y of his fel lows hi p . 
Hi s roots were deep i n Austral i a's past . He wa s prof oundly imbued wi th her history, whi ch has so much i n common wi t h our own - - t he pioneering of broad open spaces , the raw g lamour of the Gol d Rus h, the har d task of hammer ing out a f ederal uni on from pr oud s t ates spread over a vast cont i nent. 
Finally, he had a p ioneer's brave and s e ns i t i ve v~ s~on of the future . When he b egan hi s career of public s er vi ce 32 years ago, Australia s til l was an agricultur al country "riding on the sheep's back. 11 He helped his nat i on grow into the power f u l i ndus t rial country it is today. 

And through his persona l convi ction .. . through t he e ssence of his expansive personality . . . through his i mpact on public policy he brought t o the Australian peop l e the full r ealiza tion t hat a Democra t i c nat i on ca n 't live i n isolat ion. He understood that t he sacra fice of Democracy anywhe r e cou l d only dimini s h the liberty whic h is the most charished pos s ession of f ree men. 
A true worl d figure, possessed of a wor l d vi sionJ he rightly s aw Australia' s dest i ny not as i nsular, but r eaching outward in al l direct i ons toward her Pacific neighbors - - of which we ar e one . 

All of these t hings brought him very c lose to us . And because he was s o clos e , his los s is hard t o bear . 

The Pres ident, I know, fee l s t hat loss very deep l y - - as t he los s of a good and t rusted fr i end . All of us t oday s hare the grief of t he Aust ralian people, and our heart s go out t o Mrs. Holt and her family in their bereavement. 

Yet we should take courage, bec aus e he has not l eft us entire l y. His spir it s t i l l live s in t he indomitab l e heart s of the Australia n people. His spiri t lives, t oo , in the ideals a nd goa l s f or which he labored wi th all hi s great ski l l and devotion , i n t he work he had t oo little time to finish and has l e f t for us to f inish for him. 
Yes, wherever there is wor k to be done or a cha l lenge to be met in the cause of peace or f reedom or progress , Harol d Holt's spirit is there. we can a lmost hear hi m s ay , "Let us roll up our sleeves a nd get on wi t h t he job. " 

## # # # If 



HOLT MEMORIAL SERVICES 

Last Sunday the world lost a great~ 

and America lost a dear friend -- Harold Holt. 
.A 

l!e come here today to honor his memory 

and to take new inspiration from his life. 

J Harold Holt was a politician in the finest 

sense. LHe was first of all an_i.?ea~st, unshakably 

devoted to peace. 
, . .-

"L... H~ was a leader committed to progress. 

~ He was a statesman dedicated to freedom for 

Australia and for all the countries of the world. 

L.., At the sa me time he was a real i sy a master 

political strategist who knew how to bring reality ever -
closer to his ideals. 
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kage --~om -- h_!;Jman insiiht and 

broad experience: all these qualities were strikingly 

evident as Harold Holt battled to secure liberty and 

justice for his countrymen and for people everywhere. 

h arold Holt was essentially and always a man 

of action, of exuberant force and energy0 In his - , . 

personal I ife he was an active athlete and sports man... 
:-=-.~ ·- -

/ In his public life he never tolerated inadequate A -:::a-.-. 

so~ons or the easy way out. An a speech just 

three months ago, he said: 

"What is easily won is seldom worthwhile. _ __,.., . 
Usually the greatest rewards are those that flow from 

the honest indus try of a nation and its people. Without 

our readiness to roll up our sleeves and get on with the 

job we can never prosper nor grow strong. " 
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J.rhat is the authentic voice of Harold Holt. 

[ That is how he lived. 

Indeed, his was a I ife of rare promise and 

abundant fulfillment~ student body presiden). 

captain of the cricket team, winner of prizes in 
- :J 

literature_and public speaking. ~e was elected 

to Pari iament at 27. -L. At 32 he became one of the youngest ~or 

ministers in Australian history and, in the tense .... "- - ~ 

year of 1940, he was appointed head of a new 

department controlling manpower for the 

armed forces and industry. 
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~The .. brilliant years that followed were 

studded with accomplishments, He became well-

known in Washington for his competence in 

international finance. As Treasurer of Australia 

in the late fifties, he was described as 110ne of the 

most zealous watchdogs of the public purse in 

the Western world. 11 

/ Then, when Sir Robert Menzies announced 

his retirement in January, 1966, Mr. Holt was 

elected leader of the Liberal Party and named gri~e 

Mi~ist;!_"l n the general election the following 

November --after less than a year in office --he 

led his party to the greatest majority ever · achieved 
- s: 

in the annals of Australian parliamentary hi.s!Qry. 
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LHe was taken from us barely a year after 

this triumph, with his brightest promise still 

unfulfilled. 

br~h,Wr side of life in hts pu~ic and private 

affairs.lHe liked to be with people, and had the 

native Austral ian gifts of ready speech and warm 

laughter_.l! mericans, too, value these gifts) and 

those of us who knew him will always treasure the 

memory of his fellowship .. - • 
/ His roots were deep in Australia's past He was 

profoundly imbued with her history, which has so 
; ... 

much in common with our own --
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the pioneering of broad open space] the ~ 

glamour of the Gold Rus~ the hard task of 

hammering out a federal union from proud .. . .,.. ~ 

states spread over a vast continent. 
-r:;li"' 

}., Finally, he had a pioneer's brave and 

sensitive vision of the future. When he began -
his career of public service 32 years ago, 

Australia still was an agricultural country 

"riding on the sheep's back. ''LHe helped his 

nation grow into the powerful industrial country 

it is today. 

L And through his personal _ conviction ... 

through the essence of his expansive personality ... 
E'*~J 
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through his impact on public policy he brought -
to the Australian people the full realization that 

a democratic nation cannot live in isolation. 
- w:Cn 'CAl' KY ... • 

L. He understood that the s!cri~ce of ••.•_ .... _. 

anywhere could only diminish the liberty which --
is the most cherished possession of f(~e men . . ..... ... 

L A true world figur, possessed of a world 

~) he rightly saw Australia's destiny not as 

i~ar, but re~d~~ioeu~~rd in all directions toward 

her Pacific neighbors --of which we are one. 

L AII of these things brought him very close to 

us. And because he was so close, his loss is hard to 

bear. 
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~President~s that loss .. 
very deeply --• the loss of a good and trusted 

friend.( All of us ~y share the grief of the 

Australian people, and our hearts go out to 

Mrs. Holt and her family in their 
r• 

Yet we should take courage, because he has not 

left us entirely. His spirit still lives in the 

indomitable hearts of the Australian people0 

~ His spirit lives, too, in the ideals an!J!oals for 

which he labored with all his great skill and devotion, 

in the work he had too little time to finish and has 
- mzv -

left for us to finish for him. 
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Yes, wherever there is work to be done 

or a challenge to be met in the cause of ~e 

or freedom or progress, Harold Holt's spirit - ...... 
is there. We can almost hear him say, "Let 

us roll up our sleeves and get on with the job." 

# # # 
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