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It is my distinct privilege this 
_/.?lvfl> • ., ) )?vl.. 

morning to present 

2 someone to you who doesn't need really any introduction. I 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

·a 

9 

can not resist, however, recalling that I think one of the 

speakers yesterday said that Lincoln Steffens said that a 

mayorJ after he was elected, should not run for re-election 

and incidentally after a mayor had been re-elected four times -

but he should, after/hj s first electionJ run for and be elected 

to the Senate. 

It happens our speaker this morn~ng was at one time 

10 a professor of political science and I am sure encountered that 

11 advice because he didn't follow it exactly, but almost. He ran 

12 successfully twice, was elected Mayor of Minneapolis, and then 

13 he was elected to the Senate. And since that time~ we have 

14 all known him to be one of the most knowledgeable men in many 

15 areas in this country~ and certainly probably the most aritcu-

16 late publ~c figure in this country. 

17 The Vice President of the United States. 

18 (Standing ovation.) 

19 VICE PRESIDENT Hill1PHREY: Thank you, Secretary 

20 \<Ieaver. 

21 I think I should let the audience know what I said 

22 to our distinguished Secretary. I said his in trod uct ions are 

23 getting better all the time. I only hope I can appear on 

24 several more programs with you, Bob, particularly at this early 
Ace- Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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1 make me feel better. 

2 There are two kinds of people, day people and night 

3 people. You are talking to a night man. 

4 · (Laughter.) 

5 But I realize that in order to give some balance to 

' 
6 this entire conference, to give some emphasis to the rural 

7 part, you had to start early. You should have called on me . 

8 about one o'clock this morning and I would have been in much 

9 better fettle. 

10 I have looked over the program of the Symposium and 

11 must say that it sort of overwhelms one , particularly when you 

12 realize the c ompetence and the prcfess~cnal quality of these 

13 who have"already addressed you and will be speaking to you . 

14 It was with deep regret that I found myself unable to attend 

15 yesterday's sessions, because I knm'i that I would have had a 

16 rich and ~ewarding experience in learning. One of the real 

17 problems of government today is -v;e are so busy getting our-

18 selves ready to tell you what we already know· that we don't 

. 19 have time to find out what you know so we can tell someb ody else 

20 what you already know. And this is getting to be a more com-

21 

22 
\ 

. 
plicated problem and one in greater depth every year. 

I doubt that I have a single thing ne\'i to tell you 

23 this morning, but being a refugee from the classroom and having 

~ 24 observed through those few short years of teaching that most 
Ace- Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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1 great deal of re.petition, and possibly there are some --·· I 

2 knovr nobody in this room -- who are slmr learners and need to 

3 be reminded again and again, I will go over material which has 

4 been worked and reworked in hopes that someone may not have 

5 been listening too well during the ~arlier sessions and will 

6 go away saying "Was~ 't that interesting. 11 If you can do that, 

7 I will feel that the morning was reasonably well spent. 

8 This subject of the commun ities of tomorrov.; is no 

9 longer an academic subject. The real fact is that t omorrm: 

10 ~as yesterday. We are already losing ground. The commun ities 

11 of tomorrow should have been planned a l ong, long time ag o, 

12 and because they were not , we find ourselves today literally 

13 being run over by an urban crisis, and we find in the last 

14 few days,from the rep ort of the Commission on Rural Poverty, 

15 that we are literally bein~ pl owed under in some areas of 

16 America with the staggering problems of economic and social 

17 nature in rural America. 

18 For some reason or another, when it comes to our 

-
19 social problems and our economic problems, we have an extra 

20 large dose of what we call the cultural lag. We just don't ~et 

21 at it soon enough. And what we are here to do in a very real 

· 22 sense is to take some knowledge action. The reflections and th 

23 observations of the people in this audience are desperately 

~ 24 needed. I do not say that there is a sterility of thought or 
Ace- Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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1 will only say this, that the concrete and the brick of the city 

2 intensified in its ugliness at times by the slum, have far out-

3 stripped our capacity to find decent living space and whole-

4 some conditions for the people who are to inhabit those cities. 

5 And our nostalgic memories of beautiful rural America, with 

6 the clear sky, with the morning de~~r, and the evening sunset, 

7 are really just memories of the past when it comes to taking a 

8 look at the economic and social conditions of today. 

9 So with that sort of less-than-joyful picture, may I 

10 just venture a few thoughts this morning. I want you to know 

11 that essentially I am an optimist about our country, and I 

12 have a right to be, becaus e this great nation of ours has sur -

13 vived many a crisis, and it has been capable in the past of 

14 doing what people have termed the impossible. I really believe 

15 that this generation and the ones yet to come are going to be 

16 tested as no others, because we are really getting d own now to 

17 the point where we can not run away from our problems, where 

18 the vast expanse of America, even though much of it is still 

19 unoccupied, is nevertheless under constant observation because 

20 of the media and.the science and technology of our time. There 

21 is very little or no place to hide. You can't hide the mis-

22 takes any longer, nor can you hide your neglect. They have 

23 caught up with us. So maybe we had better start to do some -

tf 24 thing about it. 
Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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1 they have been ~illina to look outward look outward to broad 

2 horizons and beyond beyond the oceans and beyond the Appa-

3 lachlan, beyond the Plains. 

4 We have really carried our heads high. We are a 

5 people of the horizon, so to speak, ilways reaching out. Our 

6 philosophical and spiritual horizons have been just as vast as 

7 the land that we speak of -- the horizons of freedom to worship 

8 and to write, and to speak, to teach, and to think as we choose 

9 And these spiritual and physical horizons have been able to 

10 produce, I think, a new kind of man so to speak, one that had 

11 unbounded faith in his capacity to overcome any obstacle, and 

12 also one that was open, open in thought and conscience, and 

lJ open in spirit. 

14 I think this is really the reason for the greatness 

15 of the nation that is ours and of ~he people that inhabit it. 

16 Thoreau put it somewhat modestly when we think of it 

17 in today's terms. He said, . "Our horizon is never quite at our 

18 elbows." 

19 He wanted some wriggle room, so to speak, for minds 

20 and body and spirit. 

21 Many of us, it is true, have been prevented from 

2~ reaching those vast horizons, but at least they have been there 

23 and we knew it -- a stimulu~ to, and a source of hope for the 

~ 24 future. 
Ace- Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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1 constricted. The elbow room seems gone. Far toe many of our 

2 fellow Americans feel that they are, in a sense, encased. 

3 are restricted within their very narrmi limits of their immed-

4 iate physical environment as well as their social and economic 

5 opportunities. They feel in a prison --sometimes the prison 

6 cf poverty, sometimes the prison of discrimination, often-

7 times the prison of neglect. 
-

8 Many who live in the inner cities are he mmed in by 

9 the dirty tenement walls . Their spiritual horizons are 

10 crushed by broken homes, and all too often for a nation as 

11 rich as this, restricted by grossly inadequate education -- not 

12 just quantity of education, but quality. Every time I ment ion 

1-3 the vlOrd "education" l think of what we need to do with it. I 

14 am not sure of all we need to do with it, but something is 

15 wrong. Educition ought to be the music of a man's life. It 

16 ought to be the art of his soul --and it isn't in too many 

17 places in this great land of ours. It has been routinized, 

18 mass produced, stamped out in a single model. And as one who 

19 has given a great deal of time as your Vice President to the 

20 problems of our young people, as the Chairman of the President' 

21 Council on Youth Opportunity, I can not help but reflect on 

22 
I 

what we call the school drop-out problem. 
I 

And I have said, 

23 without trying to be cute, that sometimes it is not drop-out 

~ 24 at all, it is push-out, left-out, just plain out -- education 
Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. u----------
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l soul. And if that is the case -- and it is in far too many 

2 instances -- then we need to bestir ourselves. We need to 

3 have as much experimentation in education as we are having 

4 today in fields of medicine and science and technology and 

5 elsewhere, and the willingness to pay the price. 

6 Well, the ability of many Americans to lo ok tc the 

7 future, as we know, is often curtailed by the necessity of sub -

8 sisting for today. Their plains are littered alleys, their 

9 oceans polluted water, their space the noxious product of 

10 industrial s mokestacks. 

11 I would re mind this audience that the creed that has 

12 inspired this nation since its independence '.'las not life, 

13 security, and survival. It was life, liberty, and the pursuit 

14 of happiness. There is a great deal of difference between 

15 security and liberty. They are net necessarily in competition, 

16 but security to be meaningful must be in freedom, and survival 

17 is not enough for God's finest creation, man. Survival may be 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 
\ 

23 

24 

all right for a plant or an animal, but not for human kind. 

It is the pursuit of happiness -- and I have often 

thought of how perceptive our founding fathers were in the 

writing of that Preamble of the Declaration of Independence, 

the meaning of those precious ~..;ords of life, and life that 

took on some meaning because it had liberty, and life and 

liberty that added up to the pursuit of happiness -- not life, 
Ate-Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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1 willing to settle for. 

2 It is not enough just to have _minimum standards~ a 

3 minimum education~ minimum housing~ minimum transportation~ 

4 minimum health. 
\ 

This is a country that ought to have as its 

5 guideline and standard maximum. We don't have a minimum em-

6 ployment act. \ve have a full employment act -- maximum empl oy -

7 ment. And we ought to be thinking in terms of the maximum good 

8 things of life. At least that ought to be our horizon, our 

9 standard. Pe ople who start v-ri th their standard as minimum ~ a 11 

10 too often have their eyes glued to the ground rather than to 

11 the hea vens. 

12 Now, when I describe some of the problems of our 

13 cities~ I do not want to ign ore the fact of the greatne ss of 

14 our cities or of our c ount r y -- the magnificent librarie s c.nd 

15 cultural institutions and universities, the fine hospitals a nd 

16 the beautiful trade centers. There is so much that is beauti-

17 ful and good. 

18 so bad. 

All the more reason that that which is ugly is 

19 r often feel that one of the real problems of today 

20 about the slum is that for the first time the slum dweller can 

21 see how the rest of humanity lives. He feels set apart~ set 

22 

23 

24 

upon. The most powerful instrument of change~ and possibly of 

revolution and violence, is ·the television. Nobody any l onger 

can be hidden away. The good and the bad is there~ the real 
Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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1 the highlands of: Vietnam and its real y.;ar -- not Ho lly-~·rocd 1\"ith 

2 its badme n on the screen in the movie~ but the violence of a 

3 riot in your home . It is changed. You see it really happe n. 

4 And I believe that not only are we today the victims 

5 of rising expectations~ which is a phenomenon which is not 

6 related only to Asia and Africa and Latin America~ but to our 

7 own people~ but we als o are the victims of contrast~ living ~ 

8 vivid contrast. And when the few aocngst us can see how we ll 

9 the oany live ~ and see what is a vailable, is it any wonder that 

10 pe op le reach out and s ometimes rea ch out in the most s ocially 

11 undesirable ma nne r ? 

12 None of this is to be interpreted as to condone vio-

13 lence or crime, but it is a rele vant factor that t his audience 

14 and men and women of equal competen ce ought to cons ider . 

15 That doesn't mean you de away with the tel~vision or 

16 the · camera . It means that you change the scenery~ that you re-

17 build the cities and rescue the human beings -- not that you put 

18 a cap on the lens, but rather that you ~sh the dirty face of 

19 our social countenance. And if v-re do that~ then we \·:ill, I 

20 think~ inspire people to do better. 

21 It is very difficult to inspire mankind by negative 

22 thought, by ugliness~ by all that which~ in a sense, causes you 
I 

\ 

23 to reject what is there. 

24 Most people are inspired by the dream of a better day~ 
Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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1 better lv'IOman. 

2 Well, those are just some of my fleeting thoughts 

3 this morning. I often say that when I get ready for a con-

4 ference 1 ike this, I am generally so busy I don't get enough 

5 time to think about it because I have the phones ringing and 

6 the letters to answer, and people to see, and staff to argue 
7 with, trying to maintain at least scme feeling that I am still 
8 in charge of what little I have to be in charge of, fighting a 
9 rear-guard, most of the time, and it is so good to be here to 

10 be released so I can think out lcud with you. 

11 Some people say this results in rather l ong speeches , 
12 and they are right -- (laughter) -- but it is a good way to 

13 think and to study. T-f you don't have time to read the book , 

14 sometimes you ought to meet the author. And if you do not ha ve 
15 time to refine ycur dissertation you should give it to someb ody 
16 in its rough form and let them work you over after you have 

17 left, and refine the remarks. And I am going to run out of the 
18 room shortly so there lv'iill be no pain to me. 

19 Well, let's talk more about our people. 
20 Nany \'rho live in the suburbs, \vhile they have more of 
21 what they think are creature comforts, find those suburbs be-
22 coming obsolescent, too. They have at their backs the blighted 
23 city they have just left, and before them a vast expanse of 
24 split-level, all too often synthetic sameness. If you want to - ~ 

Act-Federal Repor~rs, lnc.,-11-------------
25 do one little thing here, why don't you tell builders to stop -
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1 chopping down every tree they see? That would be a very con-

2 structive resolution out of a conference of this kind. 

3 The bulldozer has a place in modern society but it 

4 ·doesn't need to take over the whole landscape. When I ha ve 

5 seen \'That they did out here in f.'!c-ntgomery County ltihen I first 

6 came to vlashington beautiful trees. And some body got hold 

7 of a bulldozer. I am sure it \'las a fellmv \'Iho had ne ver had 

8 that much power in his hands before -- (laughter) - and they 

9 just took out every tree and leveled of f the ground and put up 

10 the brick and the con crete and said, "It is housing." 

11 It wasn't housing ; it was shelter. The best housing 

12 is under God 's mant le of trees and brush and flowers, and t here -13 isn 1 t any reason that man should n 1 t be able to mix his ovm t ech~ 

14 nology with that which nature has given and make it a decent 

15 place to live. 

16 The educational and econ om ic horizons in our suburb 

17 areas are open to them as never before, but one has the feelin g 

18 at least I did when I lived in the suburbs -- that the long ride 

19 home in the rush-hour traffic takes the edge off. I am a 

20 pharmacist originally. I think one of the best \'lays to reduce 

21 the consumption of tranquilizers is to reduce the long ride to 

22 apd fr om work --and that isn't just trying to be clever. You 

23 can be a man filled with compass i on, love and affection for 

24 one's brother and nation --love thy neighbor-- but by the 
Ace-Federa l Reporters, Inc. 

25 time you get home you -vrill be lucky if you even like your 
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1 family. : 

2 (Laughter . ) 

3 And surely anybody that plans to get to the moon and 

4 back safely ought to be able to get from downtown Washington 

5 out to Rockville~ or over to Fairfax. 

6 It is really amazing that we can fly from Washington, 

7 D.C. to Philadelphia, which I will do this m6rning in just a 

8 very few minutes -- it will take me about 35 minutes at the 

9 most -- and it took me 40 minutes to come in from Chevy Chase 

10 and breathing, breathing, breathing -- if you call it that -- I 

11 think you Nill soon be able to s1:rim through it. 

12 (Laughter.) 

13 These are real serious problems of comfort~ health, 

14 beauty, and I think temperame nt. I am convinced that part of 

15 the violence in American life which is all too much a charac-

16 teristic of our life -- and it is -- \'Te are quite a violent 

17 people -- is in this day and age somewhat related to the tre-

18 mendous tensions under which we live -- not so much under 

19 which we work. Once you get to work it is rather pleasant. 

20 (Laughter.) 

21 I t is the getting there that knocks you off and the 

\ 
22 going home that is sure to get you . 

23 Now, many who live in the small towns in the rural 

~ 24 areas find that they can not even enjoy their extensive physi-
Ace- Federal Reporters, Inc. 

25 cal horizons because the beauty of the countryside isn't what 



16 

1 it was crac ked tip to be. 

2 Most of the poets that wrote of the countryside wrote 

3 in another century. Some of the poets that are Y.Triting today -

4 I can't understand quite what they are writing about, or maybe 

5 I do and I just don't want to believe it. 

6 The reports of the President's Advisory Committee on 

7 Rural Poverty --I just lost the poets' votes there a moment 

8 ago-- the report of the President's Advisory Committee on 

9 Rural Poverty which was released over the weekend , notes that 

10 one rural American in four lives in poverty. 

11 That report was a docume nt of "must" reading for the 

12 Americ&n people . But you know I must tell you in all cand or 

13 that I find most of the reports and the polls are just about 

14 what \<le knew before viJe got them. I don't need to read a public 

15 opinion poll to knm·i when ~~·e are in trouble politically. I 

16 used to find out by going home and talking to my mother. She 

17 was Madam Public. I could tell just about how well we were 

18 doing. And you don't have to be a Mr . Gallup or a Dr. Harris 

19 to find out. If you really want to find out how you are doing, 

20 go out and see my neighbors at Waverly . They will tell you in 

21 a way that doesn't fool you at all. They come right to the 

22 point. 
\ 

23 I have lived in rural America. I have seen the 

~ 24 shabby buildings. I have had the privilege of being the son of 
Ace-Federal Reporters,lnc.ll------------
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1 \'lhen farm prices are down. I don't have to read Orville Free-

2 man's documents. As much as I do and as much as I admire our 

. ! 
I 3 Secretary, I can tell by the cash register. It is just that 

4 simple. The old measurements still tell you the truth. 

5 As a matter of fact, I am beginning to think that 

6 the old Indian knew more about the weather than the meteorolo-

7 gist. The difference is that the meteorologist nevi gives it 

8 on a percentage basis. He is never quite wrong. He says it 

9 is 10 per cent possible, 70 per cent possible that it v1ill 

10 rain. Wouldn 't it have been wonderful when I was in the Senate 

11 if I could have voted on a bill and said "I v1ill give you a 

12 70 per cent vote on that bill" or "a 10 per ce nt vote on that 

13 article. rr 

14 (Laughter .) 

15 I would have been the mcst popular Senator. Trouble 

16 was, they only gave me two options, aye or maybe , and they 

17 wanted maybe. 

18 The Commission estimates that one out of five rural 

19 Americans is unemployed. The average rural youngster gets 

20 about two years less of education than his city cousin -- and 

21 there is the question of its quality. One-third of all rural 

2~ homes need either major repairs or replacement. 
\ 

23 Generally when we ·are talking about housing, we are 

~ 24 talking about cities. One cf the problems of this nation's 
Ace- Federal Reporters, Inc. 

25 capital is that it is totally urban oriented , the Eastern 
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1 Seaboard. I don·'t knmv v.Ihy . Sc many of us are country boys, 

2 but when we think of housing in America we are not really 

3 ~inking of housing out in the countryside. If you are reading 

4 the papers that come here, you are thinking of housing in New 

5 York City, or occasionally you may even venture as far west as 

6 Cleve land. 

7 I met a person the other day who said he had traveled 

8 a great deal to the west. I said 11Where \·Tere you?" He replied 

9 11Buffalo. 11 It is a fact that ivith all the communication ~tie 
10 have it takes a cataclysmic catastrophe on the West Coast to 

11 make a small headline on the East Ccast. 

12 You know this is a fact, the problem of communication 

13 And when we speak of poyerty, until this rural poverty rep ort 

14 came out, we were talking about the poverty in the ghetto. 

15 When we speak of health needs, we were talking about the health 

16 needs of the people in the tenement areas. When we spoke cf 

17 inadequacies of education it was generally the inadequacy of 

18 the urban society. 

19 Well, my fellow Americans, it started out with the 

20 embattled farmers of Lexington and Concord, not the heart-

21 broken brokers of Wall Street. This nation started out with 

22 farmers. And I think we need some perspective. And the Com-
I 

23 mission on Rural Poverty ha~ given us the shock treatment which 

~ 24 may offer us some perspective. They have told us that there s 
Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. U--~---- --

25 something else going on except in the cities. This shouldn't 
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1 in any way put the cities in second place. To the contrary; 

2 there isn't any conflict of interest here. What there is here 
..___ ~ 

3 is competition of trouble. And we ought to remember that the 

4 trouble is generally rather 'l'iidespread . 

5 Rural America has half the doctors and less than a 

6 third of the dentists that minimum standards would require. 

7 No~, we know these facts and the question is: What 

8 do we do about it? 

9 · The result is that over half a million rural resi-
. . 

10 dents are dravm or f orced into urban areas each year -- most 

11 not becaus e they ch oos e to go, not because they are pursuing 

12 horiz ons of hope, but because they are forced to go. 

13 I believe ~hat every American ought to have fre edom 

14 of choice --real choice. That is the essence of democracy. 

15 And that doesn't mean a choice that come s by compulsion cr a 

16 choice that is forced upon him by sheer survival necessity. 

17 And in that context I was not surprised to see re-

18 cently -- maybe my good friend, Mayor Naftalin, has told you 

19 about this -- a poll that appeared in the r.1inneapolis Tribune 

20 a fei'l \'reeks ago showing that a great many of the urban res i:.. 

21 dents in our state would far prefer to live in a small town or 

2~ on the farm. They would prefer to be away from the traffic 

23 congestion, but that preference is not made real because there 

,. 24 is not the same opportunity. 
Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc . 
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1 cut in America, at least to a degree or it is being reduced. 

2 But the poverty that afflicts this country is not 

3 just the poverty of the purse, my fellow Americans. If that 

4 were the case we are rich enough to overcome it next year. 

5 There are many v.1ays to overcome the poverty of the purse. I 

6 noticed where the President of the Ford I-1otor Company recor.1-

7 mended negative income tax last week. I noted the president 

8 of the Ford Motor Company, not a social worker, not a radical 

9 he recommended it. I don't know whether it is the right way 

10 or not but he rec ommended it. And it is a modern American 1·;ay 

11 write a check. We have overcome many problems, we think, with 

12 that; we have taken care of the problems of our children --

13 which we really haven't --by just giving them money . When you 

14 don't have time to be a good parent, just write them a check. 

15 When you d on't have time to take care of the difficulties and 

16 complications of international relations, write a check --

17 check-book living. Poverty of the purse -- the chec kbook can 

18 overc orne it. 

19 But what about the overty__gf_ the s irit? Hhat about 

20 the poverty literally of the mind, the intellect, the poverty 

21 that comes with despair and hopelessness and fear and frus-

22 tration? That is the real poverty, and that is the one that 

23 has to be conquered. 

24 
~ 

So this poverty of the purse we seem to be getting 
Ace-Federal Re~orters,lnc. 
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1 beginnings . .· 

2 Seven years ago, 21 per cent of the American famil-

3 ies lived in poverty. Statistically we nm·T knm·I that this is 

4 d m..,rn to about 15 per cent. The number of non-Y.Thite families 

5 earning over $7,000 has doubled in t hat period . And the number 

6 of white families, of cours e , has gone up in even larger pro-

7 portion. 

8 More Americans are going to c ollege than ever before . 

9 More are eating better , dressing better, driving cars, using 

10 t~lephones, owning homes than ever before - - and I like it. 

11 Those are good signs. 

12 All of these have meant unprecedented and undreamed-

13 of comfort for men but it has not necessarily meant broader 

14 horizons or greater happiness. 

15 A few years ago a Pulitzer Prize-winning poe t wrote 

16 of his fe llm·i Americans: "He cann ot bear the stars anymore, 

17 those infinite spaces. The open r oad goes to . the used car lot. 

18 Well, some times people are rather cynical. I doubt 

19 it is that bad. Perhaps things are not yet as bad as that for 

20 the vast majority of us. But what about tomorrow? What about 

21 the communities of tomorroH? Hill our horiz ons still be or 

22 
I 
I 

once again be beyond our elb ows, as Thoreau put it ? 
I 

23 Thomas Huxley, v.rho visited this country a year ag o 

~ 24 and this is one of my favorite little bits of secular scrip-
Ace-Federal Reporters, lnc. ll-------
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impressed by your bigness~ or your material resources, as such. 

2 Size is not grandeur, and territory does not make a nation. 

3 The great issue is what are you going to do with all these 

4 thino-s'> " 0 . • 

5 He put it right in the nuts he 11, right there. Hhat 

6 are we going to do with all these things ? What are we going 

7 to do with this economy of $800 billion GNP? 

8 Someb ody told me the other day that sinc e 1961 we 

9 had added almost $300 million to our gross national product in 

10 real prices, in real inc ome . And yet people go around saying, 

11 "vie can't afford this and we can't afford that. 11 Ycu knm·r vihat 

12 I have found out ? We can generally afford what we want to. 

13 I have been in the government long enough to find out 

14 that \'lhen people wan t more country clubs~ they get them. \·Jhen 

15 they want more taverns, they get the m -- more race tracksJ they 

16 get them. The question is: Do they really want better housing 

17 for somebody else? De they want better schools? 

18 I think we are beginning tc shew that we de. It is 

19 the matte r of will and determination, not resources. We have 

20 the resources. It is a matter of priorities and decisions. ~ .. :e 

21 have the technology. And hew can we use this unparalleled 

22 materiel \·:ea lth \Je new possess to expand the horiz ons of ever-:J 
\ 
I 

23 American? 

24 That is the problem you are wrestling with. We ne ed 
Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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.• 
for guidance and counsel. 

Let me offer \·ihat I consider a brief checklist of 

things I think this nation will have to achieve if its commun-

ities of tomorrm·T are going to provide l!orizons that are truly 

up to our traditional American standa rd~ and should I say our 

traditional American ideals. 

_ [! irst /-- the very first thing ~.;e have to provide -:­

a truly open s ocie ty with equal opportunity for all, r ega rd l ess 

of race or creed, in eve~J c ommunity. 

Now, you ha ve t o start with that or you are running 
~ 

up-hill all t he way and falling into d itches. 

An open s ociety in which there can be mobility a nd 

13 freed om of choice is going_ to hav e to mean open housing . On l y 

14 ab out 50 Ame rican cities ha ve very open housing laws t oda y , and 
-

15 it is my considered judgme nt that unt i l we have ope n h ousing , 

16 most of the social problems we are wrestling with tcday in our 

17 great urban areas 'dill be unsolved. There has to be freedom of 

18 movement. 

19 We are going to have to ove r come the vestiges of dis-

20 crimination in employment and promotion policies in industry 

21 and organized labor. 

22 And I might add that as the tragic struggle is being 

23 fought in Southeast Asia, we need to ask ourselves s cme very 

" 24 basic questions. Our men in command of regiments and brigades 
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1 and colonel -- are they to come heme and because of race be 

2 relegated to second-class pos itions in life or be accepted on 

3 merit? Are we going to admit that the only part of American 

4 society which is de mocratic is the military? This is democracy 

5 ups ide dmm. 

6 I think that we had better be thinking about this. I 

7 hear s ome of my friends talk about the military industrial com-

8 plex . We ll, the military is doing a pretty good j ob of pro-

9 viding equal opportun ity. The military has d one more to bring 

10 ab out open housing than all the civilians put together. The 

11 military is doing something about promotion on the basis of 

12 merit . 

13 I sometime s shake my head and wonder where I am. 

14 Here we are in what we call the greatest democracy on the fa6e 

15 of the earth and the on~ institution in this democracy that 

16 practices democracy is the military -- at least when it comes 

17 to merit. 

18 I don't have all the answers but I sure knew the 

19 problems. And I do know that will has something to do with it. 

20 And I also lmow that it proves that law has something to do 

21 about it, because the military gets a lot of this done because 

2~ it has authority. So when I hear people say that you don't 

23 need la r,.i , I say "You may not need it, but it helps." 

.. 24 So let me emphasize that the ending of discrimination 
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1 are going to ~e~elop into the kind of thriving communities we 

2 would like them to be for tomorrow. 

3 This isn't anything, nmv, just for intellectual gym-

4 nastics or just a Sunday afternoon discussion with the local 

5 minister. \'Te are talking about the practicalities now of 

6 economic and social life. \-Then today's manager or entre pre-

7 neur or corporation, looks for a town in which to establish a -
8 new factory, he is unlikely to choose one \'ihere local govern-

9 ment and the courts tolerate injustice, where discriminat ory 

10 labor practices and housing practices may prevent him from 

• 11 winning federal contracts -- federal contracts are a big share 

12 of the business in this c oun try today -- and where his Negro 

.13 executives will not find adequate housing or decent schools for 

14 their children. 

15 So if you really want your communities now to bloss om -
16 get rid of the weeds that you thought vJere your fl owers and 

17 start to open up that garden for the growth of that which is 

18 good and beautiful -- people who are blossoming with their own 

19 ability and capacity. -
20 (_second.~~e must guarantee a quality education for 

21 every American child. '----

22 Now, I knm..; this term "quality" has many 

23 we need to take a go od look at it. We have been fightin g an u. 

~ 24 hill battle to get quantity education for sometime. And I am 
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1 P-TA's who have ·put on the hard fight just to get the facili-

2 ties and the teachers. But we have to have a dual approach 

3 not only facilities end teachers but the proper kind of 

4 facilities and the right kind of teachers, and the interest of 

5 the community behind them. Because education is not the 

6 business of the teacher. The teacher is but the front-line 

7 agent. Education is the requirement of the community and cf 

8 the family. 

9 I dcubt if there are many inner-city neighborhoods in 

10 America today v;here the schools provide their pupils vrith the 

11 full opportunity to throw off the crippling burden of a de-

12 prived background. 

13 And yet the schocl system in the inner city ought to 

14 be the compensat ory mechanism. He have compensatory payments 

15 today. \'le have at times compe nsatory l·iages and salaries. If 

16 we put a man in a far-a\~ray place in the foreign service, vie 

17 give him a little more pay because it is more difficult there. 

18 These are what \'l'e call -- I don't knoH the exact term 

19 but the areas of danger, the areas that are critical. 

20 What do we do about our schools? I will take my own 

21 community's experience. I hope it has changed and I imagine 

22 it has because they have a better mayor now out home. 

23 When I was there the poorer schools were in the 

24 
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1 my dear friends/ if you leave this city and go any place in 

2 America, go into the city where the poor people live, the gar-

3 bage is the last to be collected , the streets are the last to 

4 be plowed out when the snow is there. 

5 It is true. We need to shift it around a little bit. 

6 Today our best schools are in the communities where 

7 other advantages are also the greatest -- the highest incomes, 

8 the best housing, the best recreatiorial opportunities . The 

9 best schools are in the neighborh oods where the people can 

10 afford to send their children to private schools. In the c om-

11 munities of tomorrow the best educational opportunities are 

12 going to have to be where they are needed the most, where the 

13 public c ontribution to the life of that individual is the 

14 greatest single gift that the commun ity can give ~- name ly, the 

15 gift of a go od education. 

16 America has pioneered in public education. This is 

17 one of our great achieve me nts. And public schools, more than 

18 ever before, must be brought to the highest standards. 

19 You know that my wife and I are keenly interested in 

20 the subject of the handicapped, the mentally retarded, the 

21 physically handicapped. Let me just lay it on the line. r'Tost 

22 of the handicapped are with the poor. Mos t of the retardation 

23 is with the poor. S orne of it is c ongen ita 1. S orne of it is 

24 environmental. But the simple fact is that the degree and the 
Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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1 families is higher than amongst the high-income families. 

2 And my fello·w Americans, h ovr many of your public 

3 schools, the tenement schools in the inner cities, have train-

4 ing for the retarded? How many of them have training for the 

5 physically handicapped? And what makes you think they are not 

6 God's children ? What makes you think that a child that is born 

7 crippled isn't entitled to the same or more care than one that 

8 is born physically sound? \oJhat makes you think that all re-

9 tarded are not educable? Many of them are and can _be brought 

10 to be productive citizens. 

11 And yet, my fellow Americans, most of the schools that 

12 have mental retardation types of training for the mentally re-

13 tarded, I should say the most c ompetent you find those 

14 schools in the suburbs. You find those in the areas of the nevr 

15 homes. You find them in the upper middle-incowe groups and the 

16 high-income areas. It is wrong. 

17 Many pe ople today are worried about morality. Well, 

18 that is real immorality and that is irr~orality that you can do 

19 something about. 

20 The least of these -- the least of these -- the poet, 

21 the prophet, says --are entitled to the most. But they don't 

22 get it. And until they do, there is something wrong. 

23 But I think that most of us, in view of the nearly 

" 
24 disastrous shortage of educational facilities in some neighb or -
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1 have recognized 1he necessity of using the existing private and 

2 parochial schools to the full. And I often think what would 

3 happen to our education if it were not for the parochial and 

4 private schools. 

5 The Elementary and Secondary Education Act passed in 

6 1965 authorizes the federal government to use funds to assist 

7 disad va ntaged children in non-public schools. There were thos e 

8 that ·would have destroyed that. But fortunately, the Congress 

9 in its wisdom protected that standard. 

10 Now, states and l ocal communit ies must follow that 

11 lead. The importa~t t hing about education isn't where the 

12 child gees t o school . It is wh&t kind of education the child 

13 gets. The important thing about education is the pers on . 

14 A variety of educational opportunities , c ompetit ion 
' 

15 among various kinds of schools for excellence rather than c ompe 
--

16 tition for inadequate funds that is what will broaden the 

17 educational horizons. 

19 urbanization and the machinery to implement it. 

20 I said first you need an open society -- open 

21 community. Second, we must guarantee quality of education for 

22 every child, right dovm the line -- and every child -- every 

23 child, well or sick, sound or crippled, brilliant or retarded , 

24 white or black, or whatever other color, race or creed . 
Ace- Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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' 1 on urbanization ~nd the machinery to implement it. 

2 We anticipate today that our population you know 
I 

·I 
l 

3 the figure -- will grow by one hundred million or more before 

4 the year 2000 and we kn ow that at least one hundred million of 

5 our fellm-.r Americans will be moving into our cities within the 

6 next few years. I hope they don't all have three cars unles s 

7 we can do something about the transportation. With that pros-

8 pect in vie~>r the hapha za r d urbanization that is still going on 

9 in this country is no l onger acceptab le. 

10 I kno~>I that Lady Jac ks on, Barbara v.f ard, spoke to you 

11 about planning that needs t o go into our c ommunities. Again I 

12 claim Do expertise in this area. I am one of the general 

13 practitioners. Expe rts are on tap; they shouldn't be on top 

14 (laughter) --and we just keep them working with us. 

15 I know you will be discussing and have been discussin 

16 the megalopolis and how to improve it. I think one of the prob 

17 lems we have is that that word sort of transforms us. It sort 

18 of gets us, as we say, the word megalopolis. When you can pro-

19 nounce it you have really come quite a 1-.ray. But just remember 

21 little land. It means that people are crowded in. What it 
~ -.....__ ~ --...__ '---'--

22 means is that it is an accumulation of buildings and 

23 people and facilities that has not been planned. What megalop -

·• 24 olis means is a big, big problem that you have to unravel and 
Ace- Federal Reporte rs, Inc. -
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1 Well~ 1 believe that it is within our power to make 

2 our existing cities and their heavily developed suburbs safe, 

3 clean~ and rewarding places to live. 

4 I do not want to see us run away from that which we 

. 5 have and there is a tendency, when we talk about these prob-

6 lems of urban life, to say 11 Let's forget it. Let's get out ; 

7 let's run a~·ray." And that is what has been happening. ldhen 

8 you didn't have open communities, the white . people left. The 

9 Negro people -- many came in. They ran avmy from the prob-

10 lems, ran away from the challenge. And many of our cities 

11 today are without an econ cm ic base, and many of the people that 

12 come do\Amtm·m to do business in the city never pay a dime's 

13 taxes to it, have really no interest in it except to get on a 

14 street that viill get them to their office . --==--- -
15 I want to see us come up with answers for what we 

16 have. We have a tremendous investment in our cities. And 

17 these cities essentially have all of the ingredients to make 

18 for a magnificent society, the city beautiful --not like st. 

19 Augustine, the City of God, but the City of rttan. It can be a 

20 beautiful city. We don't need to take the bulldozer and run 

21 over it. vie don 1 t need to run aimy fro!ll it like the farmer 

22 of the early 1800's ran away frcm the land that had been bled 

23 white and eroded. 

24 It is there. I am not adv~cating, theref ore, t~at Ke 
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1 we develop our clties as they are, redevelop them, and that we 

1 find new places to live so there is real freedom of choice --

3 and what is more, that we take care of new cust omers , the 

4 children yet unborn, the families yet to be. 

5 Metropolitan planning is now going on in many of thes 

6 areas of the megalopolis and the federal government insists 

7 that its grants be used only in the context of such plannin~. 

8 And I'll get dovm to cases. \-las it Paul Ylvisaker who said 

9 something to you yesterday about state charters and la1:;s ? I 

10 think so. Let me tell you one of the greatest needs in this 

11 country is to re-examine every state constitution, every city 

12 charter, and instead of going around trying to find some 

13 answers for your local government probleGs in Washington, start 

14 to find them back at h eme in your city, in your state, in your 

15 local jurisdictions. Much of government today was never de-

16 signed even for the period of the automobile, much less the 

17 space age. And it is more difficult, I may say, to ame nd a 

18 c ity charter than it is to travel to the moon -- and nuch 

19 safer. 

20 Constitutional reform -- state constitutional re-

21 form is vital. And I say with all cand or that it is liter-

22 ally impossible to come to grips Kith the prcb le~s of cur 

23 urbanized society until there is basic constitutional and local 

.. 24 government reform, until we equip these governmental sub-
Ace- Federal Reporters, Inc. 
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1 with the flexibility, \<Iith the modern public administration 

2 techniques that are required for modern living and for the age 

3 of the future, the communities of tomorrow . 

4 You cann ot build communities of tomorrow with state 

5 constitutions of the 19th century and the 18th century. It 

6 isn't in the book. If you do, it will be illegal. 

7 So I hope that you 'w'iill have a conference or hro on 

8 that vrhile you are here. There must be many political sc ien-

9 tists around here. But whenever vie really come hard on the 

10 problem at heme, 11e say "It is dmm in ·Hashington that the 

11 
problem is. 11 Hany people cor.1pla in ab out the interference of 

12 
the federal governme nt with local and state governments. It is 

13 
not interference. When you find a blood clot in your vein t he 

14 
system finds a way of going around it. And there is a govern-

15 
mental clot at local and state levels for some of the human 

16 
needs of the American people, and those people find a way to 

17 
get around it, and they come charging down to washington. And 

18 
you have a whole galaxie, a whole big roomful of federal aid 

19 
programs that are frequently in conflict, all too often -- if 

20 
not in conflict with each other, unrelated to a total pattern. 

21 
I have been at this business of intergovernmenta l 

22 
relations a long time. I am the co-author of the Commission on 

23 
Intergovernmental Relations, served on the Kestenbaum Ccmmis-

24 
Ace- Federal Reporters, Inc. ~ion, it is part of my life. And we have everybody who likes 

25 
to write .articles and editorials about the bureaucracy of the 
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1 federal government and the necessity for reorganization of the 

2 federal government. Listen, the federal government is being 

3 reorganized every year, on the year, in some way . But I am 

4 telling you when you get an amendment to your city charter, 

5 write and te 11 me _, vrill you? It \'rill be s orne of the great 

6 news of all time. 

7 I urge this conference to take a look at this prob-

8 lem_, to look beyond the megalopolis to the possibility of 

9 establishing new bodies of law, new constitutions that meet 

10 modern-day needs in the future_, and establish wholly new 

11 urban centers of urban growth capable of accommodating a 

12 large part of our anticipated population increase. 

13 study the concept of councils of government, how y ou 

14 preserve the indepe ndence and auton omy of an established c om -

15 munity and an established governmental jurisdiction and at the 
~· · 

16 same time promote coordination. It is a nev; pattern. It has 

17 great merit. 

18 The location of most of our present cities, as you 

19 well knovT _, v-ras dictated largely by geography; by industry's 

20 need for water or rail transport and for natural resources. 

21 That is v-1hy t.tle have so many cf our great cities on the banks 

22 cf the rivers. 

23 But this is the age of the short-hop jet -- the short 

... 24 hop jet -- rapid truck transport, electric power that can be 
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1 easily at the mo~t remote site • . Moreover, ours is an ever-

2 increasingly service-oriented econ omy. Today 4o million cf our 

3 workers hold service j obs, and only 17.5 million are in manu-

4 facturing . Much of that manufacturing consists of mode rn, 

5 light industry i•ihich can thrive almost anywhere, rather than 

6 the traditional heavy industry which is tied to natural re-

7 sources and low-cost transportation. 

8 Today, theref or e , it should be possible to prov ide 

9 the ec onom ic base fer nev; c ommunities almost anywhe re t hat "W'e 

10 choos e . 

11 I . know these c ommunitie s ne ed t o be viable; I kn ow 

12 there has t o be a s ort of optimum or minimum size f or a viab l e 

13 comm unit y. \·lha t it is, I am not sure . \•!hen I started to ~~-r it e 

14 ~' I had the figure of 50 thousand . I said "That is not 

15 true. I have seen many cities of much less that are totally 

16 viable c ommunities." But that is something ·Ne can experiment 

17 with. 

18 But where should these nevi urban centers be built ? 

19 Many could undoubtedly be built on the sites of existing t owns. 

20 And indeed that is happening tod~ where loc 

21 taken the initiative in revising their law and in attracting 

22 nevl industry -- and I put "revising their la\'i 11 because you 

23 get right down the re to taxing policy, zoning policy -- all of 

" 
24 it . is there. I was interested to· see that 8 cf the 63 Model 
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1 Mr . Weaver, went'to cities and towns of fewer than 50 thousand 

2 people. Those model cities and others like them can provide 

3 an important part of America's answer to the megalopolis. New 

4 tmms, like Reston and Columbia City, tovms built from scratch, 

5 acc ording to a master plan, offer another possible source of 

6 Communities of Tomor~ow. But the old towns, rebuilt, also 

7 offer the chance . With 70 per cent of the American people 

8 living on that 1 per cent of the land, there are a great many 

9 places in this country where l and is cheap between the Alle-

10 gheny I:•Icuntains and the \•iest Coast .!- Come vrith me and travel 

11 across this country. I travel across it about as much as any 

12 man in the government . And there is one thing that impresses 

13 me -- its emptiness -- vast, vacant areas -- beautiful, beauti-

14 ful areas. And it doesn't require that you have to have a majo· 

15 river running right through in order to be able to put a town 

16 there, or a coal mine. 
1- . 

We have gotten beyond that. - There are 

17 a great many places where the land is cheap, recreational re-

18 source is plentiful, and horizons uncluttered. 

19 I might -add that the policy of the federal government 

20 can do a lo~ here. If the federal government makes up its 

21 mind to ·use some of its resources, new towns c ome into being. 

22 I have often me ntioned Huntsville, Alabama. It isn't necessar-

23 ily typical but it shovrs 11-1hat can be done or Oak Ridge, 

24 Tennessee, just to menticn a c ouple . But Huntsville, Alabama, 
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25 just 20 years ago, was a sleepy little southern community, on 



37 

1 the fringes of the ~vA. Today it is a fine, magnificent · city, 

·2 and one of the best. 

3 Two or three things happened: The Tennessee Valley 

4 Authority with all it offered, power, recreation and flood con-

5 trol; and then federal grants and federal cont racts , the space 

6 program. I heard when I was there this spring that there are 

7 about 175 Ph.D's. alone in that city. There are tremendous 

8 facilities of education, fine medical establishments, doctors. 

9 It happens to be that federal government policy can have some-

10 . thing to do with what happens tc a community, where the con-

11 tracts are placed, where the new installations are to be 

12 l ocated . And they don't all have to be located on the fringe s 

13 of washingt on. It is possible to run part of this c ountry even 

14 as far away as Denver. 

15 (Laughter.) 

16 And I would think that as long as we are saying that 

17 
I 

we are a Pacific power and have a great deal of our resources 

18 committed to the pacific and Asian areas, \'le might want to even 

19 disperse or get out as far as the West Coast. Of course we do. 

20 And government policy means a great deal. I have so many 

21 Cabinet officers here, I thought I would mention that. 

22 I would like this conference to consider the pes-

23 sibility of a federal Ne"vr Cities Act-- I can see \·There I can 

24 get in trouble because Vice Presidents aren't supposed to be 
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Act of the 19th century did -- move people out to the rich area 

2 ·or this nation that are still waiting to be developed. And I 

3 am not going to vrrite out the articles and sections and sub-

4 sections of that Act, but it can be done. We know how to get 

5 incentives iil"Orking in this count F.f. That is part of our 1 ife. 

6 Some of those ne w towns might be built as satellite 

7 cities just beyond the raveled urban fringe of our present 

8 megalopolises. They would act as counter-magnet s, giving dis-

9 satisfied suburbanites practical access to the benefits of a 

1 0 rea 1 c it y . 

11 By providing services, jobs, and econ om ies of scale, 

12 the~• r,·rould break off the existing cuter suburbs of s ome of our 
. 

13 largest cities and give them sha pe and character. 

14 And then, ~rth we must preserve and enhan ce the 
~ 

15 rural alternative in this age of rapid urbani2ation. 

16 As I suggested earlier, many of our city dvrellers 

17 today would much prefer to live on a farm or in a sma ll town or 

18 small city if they could do it without sacrificing opportunity, 

19 inc ome, quality in education, and the conveniences that go with 
- -------

20 a modern American standard of living. 

21 A thriving city usually means more prosperity for 

22 the adjacent rural areas. That has been the case in most of 

23 the Northeast , in the Piedmont of the carolinas, and elsewhere . 

24 It means that the fanne r can get more credit -- and he needs it 
Ace- Federal Reporte rs, Inc. 
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1 the Hid-i·rest it takes a minimum of a hundred thousand dollars 

2 for a really sound capitalizedJ productive farm. It means a 
-----.-

3 growing market for his agricultural products and new opportuni-

4 ties for supplementary off-the-farm employment. 

5 And above all, vrhen you have a thriving urban commun-

6 ity next to a rural c ommunity , the value of the farme r's land 

7 rises. 

8 But ladies and gentlemenJ this is 

9 prosperity, and that is not enough if ~·r e are to achie ve a mean---------10 ingful balance or rural and urban grcv1th , and a meaningful 

11 choice be t\';ee n city and c ountry living. 

12 Rural America must become economically viable in its 

13 own right. That means farm inc ome s mus t reach a par l·iith city 

14 income s, in terms of meaningful prices and meaningful inc ome . 

15 And, my fellmv Americans, that means that farmers must be paid 

16 for their product. 

17 I was out \'rith a farm group the other day and ,·.rhen yo 

18 go and buy a car they charge you so much for a car. v!hen you 

19 go and get medical service, the doctor charges you so much. 

20 When you go into the drug store, they charge you s o much. But 

21 the farmer gets so much -- what you are 'Nil ling to give him. 

22 He can't charge. 
\ 

23 The worker, in his union, bargains and he charges so 

If 24 much for his labor. The farmer gets so much for his milk or 
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1 wrong with agrictilture. He is at the mercy of the other fellow. 

2 And you know what? I think he is beginning to understand it an 

3 I wouldn't be a bit surprised that farmers are going to do what 

4 other people do~ get really organized~ and then you'll see 

5 what you'll pay. We have been getting a free ride off the 

6 farmer in this c ountry for a long, long time -- and Secretary 

7 Freeman has been telling people in the cities about it. He 

8 is the one felloN that hasn't had his Hages increases. He is 

9 the one fellm·; that sells his product for less nm-'l' than he did 

10 in 1947 -- all too often . 

11 And if it were not for his governme nt programs, he 

12 would be bankrupt in many, many instances. 

13 I think I h~ard Secre tary Freeman say not l ong ago 

14 that if these fa~ programs viere abolished farm inc omes viould 

15 be reduced by at least a third. 

16 So you can't have the farmer being just the victim of 

17 trickle -dmm prosperity, that if everybody else in town gets 

18 rich you will have enough to eat. He has to have a viable 

19 base of his ovm. Today that American farmer receives a 

20 smaller return on his labor and capital than the urban entre·-

21 preneur by far. That dairy farmer out in the r~Tid -vre s t is 

2~ lucky if he makes 75 cents an hour on his labor and capital. 

23 All over America young people, therefore, are leav-

tf 24 ing the farms~ not because they \·iant to qut. because farming 
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1 a filling statiQn. 

2 Farming is the backbone of the rural econom~r in many 

3 parts of this country, and when it lags behind, so does rural 

4 commerce in general and s o doe s the neighboring community . 

5 In addition to better farm income s, therefore , rural 

6 America needs new industry to provide a variety of job oppor-

7 tunities and new income to supplement and to maintain its 

8 ec onomic pm-rer and viability . At a time when rural land prices 

9 are a ninth or less of urban l and prices, \·rhen mode:::·n industry 

10 has unprecedented flexibility in its choic e of l oca tion J manu-

11 facturing should be able to thrive in rural America . 

12 But rura l America's pressing need fer health, educa-

13 tional and social services J clearly spelled out now in the 

14 report en Rural Poverty , requires a con ce rted attack by govern-

15 ment and private indust~r at every level. But permanent 

16 s olutions -- thriving Communities of Tomorrov-r -- will depend 

17 on a healthy and growing rural econ omy , not on government hand-

18 outs, government policies aloneJ or the trickle-d own econcnics 

19 of a rich urban society. 

20 And you who are going onvert the communities of 

21 today to the commun ities of tomorrm-.r~r build nevr onesJ \·~ill 
22 have to talk about much more than civil rights or even educa-

23 tion or dispersed urbanization or rural-urban balance. You 
"-· '-· 

If 
Ace- Federa l Repor tees, Inc. 

24 will have to consider health facilities) better utilization of 
d.. 

25 land for developme nt and recreation, zoning , transportation ) --
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1 preservation of ~pen spaces where the phyiical horizon may 

2 still be viewed. 

3 And :you v-rill have to figure out r.·rhat combination of 

4 federal~ state~ local, and private c ooperation can achieve the 

5 kind of comprehensive national ef.fort that r,·rill save us from 

6 the human and economic cost of haphazard urbanization. 

7 You know about the many programs that vre ha·,..'e -- 1~50 

8 federal programs designed to assist local governments, large 

9 and small, urban and rural, in meeting the vast array of local 

0 problems. On top of these separate programs we now have a new 

11 one, the Model Cities program, which I believe offers great 

12 premise if properly i mplemented at every level, designed to drm; 

13 all available resources, public and private together, to a 

14 comprehensive attack on the whole spectrum of ills that consti-

· 15 tute urban b 1 ight. 

16 What additional federal effort will be needed to 

17 build the communities of tomorrow? ([) 
i 

18 I have mentioned the possibility of a~. 

20 tions at the state and local level? 
,.............. ~-

21 swift, computerized nation-wide 

22 th~ 
urban 

Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 

25 There is a mobility today. Hhy not take advantage of 
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1 it? Although the federal government will be an important in-

2 strume nt for your coordination and for financing, the real ~·wrk 

3 of development is going to be left up to the state and local-

4 governme nts and to the people themselves . 

5 It is in the l ocal communities that the detailed 

6 planning will have to be done . That is why I think this Nodel 

7 Cities Act prov i des such a great concept for the c ommunit i es of 

8 tomorrow . It , in a sense , compels the local people , private 

9 and public, e very segment of the community , rich and poor , to 

10 work together to design programs for the bettermen t of their 

11 community life. 

12 These 16cal c ommunities will have to take the initia-

13 tive to attract new industry, build new schoo ls, and assure 

14 their citizens of an active role in determining the futu re of 

15 their commun ities. 

16 And may I say, I mean all the citizens . There is a 

11 natural desire or inclination on our part to sit in a beautiful 

18 room like this, those of us with a c ollege education that have 

19 made it pretty well, and to plan what we are going to do f or 

20 the others. May I sugge st that it is about time t hat we 

21 brought into this same room the others. 

22 (Applause .) 

23 Let's hear from them. They may have some good ideas. 

~ 24 What is more , if they feel that they are a part of the design } 
Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 

25 that they have helped create it, then it is theirs. They 
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fight for it. They work for it. They believe in it. 

2 And it is going to be to the people themselves, like 

3 the pioneers of the 19th century -- it will be these people 

4 who will do the actual home building, enterprise building, 

5 and town building. 

6 ~·!ell, a century ago one great American, Halt 'dhitraan, 

7 \'rr·ote these vrords -- you see, I do like poets -- "I take tc · 

8 the open read, Healthy, free, the vr or ld before me , The long 

9 brcvm path before me leading v;herever I cheese." 

10 That is i·rhat we are talking about, the healthy r oad , 

11 the long brown path before me leading wherever I choose --not 
-------

t•rh_ere you compe l me to go , not t·;here the distorted econ omic or 

13 social structure compe ls me to go, but whe re I want to go 
a,t..~ 

14 freedom of choice, an open society, an open mind , an open heart . 

15 

..___...___..__ ___.....____ ------­I believe the breadth of spirit reflected in the lines 

.16 of Halt Hhitman can and should belong to every American before 

17 the 20th century is out. I believe that is what we mean by the 

18 "Communities of Tomorrovr." And I \·Tish you good luck in this 

19 conference in planning it and designing it that -rrmy. 

20 Thank you very much. 

21 (Standing ovation.) 

22 - SECRETARY HIRTZ: Thank you very much, r.~r. Vice Presi-

.23 dent. It is with full compliment tc all of the other speakers 

24 of the program that I think we are entitled to take note of the 
Ace- Federal Reporters, Inc. 

' 25 fact that we have had this meeting graced by two people whom I 
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1 think of separately as one of the great masters and one of the 

2 great mistresses of the English language. We had Barbara Ward 

3 here yesterday noon and now, Mr. Vice President~ to have the 

4 privilege of your participation in this conference today is to 

5 

6 

7 

realize what a very real privilege it is to find the great ) 

minds and great tongues joined toge ther in the way they are 

We are exceedingly grateful to you, Mr. Vice Presi-

8 dent. We kn ow there are other pressures on your time . You 

9 carry with you the very real appreciation of all the members 

10 of this c onference as you go on your way. 

11 VICE PRESIDENT HUi'-IPHP.EY: Thank you very much , 

12 vlillard. 

13 (Whereupon, Vice President Humphrey withdrew from the 

14 conference r oom .) 

15 SECRETARY \·JIR'I'Z : \<iill you please re ma in standing f or 

16 a five-minute stretch. 

17 (Whereup on , a short recess was taken.) 

18 SECRETARY \·l IRTZ : Let's take cur places, please. 

19 All right, ladies and gentlemen. We have an hour-

20 and-a-ralf which we should like to use to improve as fully as 

21 possible on the most specific, practical basis. 

22 We have had this problem developed in a numbe r of 

23 ways . We have talked about some of the generalizations that ar' 

24 involved, to the point where , with all due regard to the 
Ace-Federal Reporters, Inc. 

25 speakers, I have found myself once or twice think ing o-t the 
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 

WAGE AND LABOR STANDARDS ADMINISTRATION 
WOMEN'S BUREAU 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20210 

Mr. William Connell 
Administrative~stant 
Office of ~y~ce President 
Room 176~ecutive Office Building 
Washin,~n, D.C. 20501 

De / Mr. Connell: 

~· November 25, 1968 

The Vice President, as you may recall, -was kind enough to 
address the participants of the Fourth National Conference of 
Commissions on the Status of Women held last summer. A brief 
summary report of the Conference has been prepared. 

I enclose here-with the section covering the Vice President's 
remarks, together with the full transcript. We know that you 
would -want 'the opportunity to review the summary -we have prepared. 
We would welcome any comments or changes the Vice President may 
want to have made. 

We were all immensely grateful to the Vice President for 
his inspiring talk. It meant more than I can easily say to the 
commission members to have him join US· 

We are eager to get the report to the printer and so will 
be grateful for your early action. 

Sincerely, 

~i~,~ 
Dir'Etc.tor 

Enclosures 
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"We Cannot Afford 

Discrimination On 

The Basis Of Sex" 

•• VICE-PRESIDENT 

HUMPHREY 

Underscoring the importance of this conference, the Vice­
President of the United states Hubert Humphrey greeted the 
participants. Introduced by Senator Neuberger as the "man who 
burst upon the national scene twenty years ago with his strong 
advocacy of the Civil Rights program for this country", the 
Vice-President began his remarks by paying tribute to the con­
ferees. "You represent a great guiding force in terms of the 
participation of American women in the political, social and 
econanic life of the Nation. 11 He urged his listeners to recognize 
the great jobs to be done. "The economic, social and political 
problems that confront America and the world require the 
enlightened and determined attention not of men alone but women 
equal.ly. We cannot afford discrimination on the basis of sex. 
We need the best the world has to offer as we face up to our 
problems." 

Stressing that our central purpose mu.st be to make life more 
meaningful. and enriched for our neighbors, our friends and 
ourselves, Vice-President Humphrey said, 11If there is one word 
that this democracy needs to embrace today, it is the word 
'action', 'political action', now!" We are challenged, he said, 
to hold a mirror up to ourselves and our ccmmun.ities. "Is there 
bigotry, indifference, apathy, prejudice, selfiShness? What can 
we do to lessen these blemishes 'l The work of building the good 
society is a continuing process in which we must be personally 
involved in cammmity and politicaih action." 

We talk of the blight of our slums, of air and stream 
pollution. When will we meet these needs? 11When we want to. 
When we put high on the agenda of American priori ties making 
our cities liveable--not survivable--liveable. It is an 
utter disgrace that the richest nation on the face of the 
earth that can provide a wholesome and perfect environment :for 
an astronaut to go to the moon cannot provide an environment 
for every citizen to live a meaningful. life. 11 

"We spend millions to find out if man can walk on the crust of 
the moon. We are not yet willing to spend what it takes to 
make life on earth what we want it to be." 

The Vice-President stressed that we have answers; we know what 
needs to be done; we can produce what is needed for ourselves 
and food for half the world. It's time we stopped talking, 
stopped acting like political squirrels, stopped letting 
bureaucratic rules cripple action. It's time we got on with the 
job. 

11 You ought, as an American citizen in your commun-ity, to be the 
mmiber one crusader, seeing to it that there isn't a single child, 
regardless of' race, color, creed or location that goes hungry." 



"WCIIIen Are Equal 

Partners In A 

Troubled World" 

... HON. HUBERT 

The Vice-President talked of plans for Model Cities. "We' 11 
have Model Cities planning and Model Cities action When you find 
the way to do it in your local camnuni ty. What people want, 
people can get done. A society that knows how to build glass and 
steel and concrete skyscrapers can learn how to build hoo.sing that 
people can afford to own and rent. A society that knows how to 
vaccinate against polio can get rid of rats in the tenements." 

If we are to do What needs to be done, we must face the reality 
that action costs money. It will demand organized effort on 
the part of all groups at the local level, particularly the 
women's organizations. 

Stressing peace as the biggest question before mankind today, 
Vice-President Humphrey called for new systems of diplomacy, 
new ways to improve the peace-keeping machinery of the United 
Nations. "There is one thing I know for sure; you cannot 
settle major political disputes through military solutions. 
Political, social and econO!IIic problems require political, 
social and econO!IIic solutions." 

"If you want to have peace in this world, you are going to have 
to get at the root causes of violence. We're going to have 
to have enough courage to say that this Nation, in concert with 
others, must help other people help themselves. Foreign aid is 
not a failure; what has failed is our determination effectively 
to use it. Peace-keeping, peace-developing. Blessed are the 
peacemakers, not the talkers, not the wal.kem, not the wishers, 
but the makers, and that's hard work." 

Asking for involvement and concern, he said, "We must find a 
way to bring everybody into the decision-making processes, 
sharing in the benefits af this democracy. Go back into your 
community, find those we have left behind and bring them into 
the mainstream. Look confidently at the problems your 
community faces. Recognize they can be solved. Don't be 
fearful. OUr problems are bigger today, but we have more to 
work with--more intelligence, more know-how, more knowledge, 
more technology, more resources." 

"The status of women? The status of women is that women are 
equal partners in a troubled world and equal partners in a world 
ot opportunity. No groop can do more to open up the avenues 
of social opportunity than American women, than women all aver 
the world. Share with the people that you do not know the same 
kind of care and attention that yau give to your family and 
your laved ones. Let others know you care." 

The audience rose to its feet, applauding the Vice-President. 
{Pick up from middle of Page 6.) 
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Governor established in the office of his secretary a 

women's unit~ This is a full-t~~ staff un1t ·of the 

.. ' . ' . ~ 

to. develop. progxoams for. 0~ or interest t'o women as \'leli as 

finding ways to a~a.ist wo:m.on in b~coming more kno'Vtledgeable 

about state gov?rnmant ~nd·makins greate~ contributions to 

govarl'lll'lent ani\ thi!Jir communitY,. . . 

: CHAW1A.N NEUBERGU!R: May l ·interrupt you.. He 

have a viai-tor. 

CHi\::rru4J.N SEAMAlT! A;ll right_. fine. 

CUA!PJ4l'Jl lmUBERGER: . We are pl eased to :;Jee c-oming 

~n from· Vhe winga tho· Vice ~resident of the United St~tea~ 

. Hubert Humphrey . ' . 

(Vice Pres~.dont HubeX't Humphrey entered the 

moeting;. atan.di.'18 ovntion ~ ) 

'11-tenty years ago in 191+8 Senator Hubert Humphrey 

-but•at tipon·- the .national scene with h~ strong advocacy of 
'' 

a oivil rtghta program .for this country . \-le are the bene­

ficiaries ot that and he is here today. i 

'(Applause.) 

Hube.rt. 

THE HONORAJ3LE HUBERT H. lrJ:n>HREY (Vice President 

ot the United States): Thank you, my doar friend I•1aur1no. 

·Thank ;{ou.. lt •a nice to see 'cu again. You al"a lool-c-lng 
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(Laughter.) 

I 1ll tell you, that being. a Senator \'tea.rs you 

down . J"w;t look at the way l·Ia.urine looks in private life w 

S~Ol'*atary tv~rtz and Ladies, and so m;;my of you 

28 

thQt I know as personal friends that I am not going to try 

to go through tJte audience and sa-:;r hell\) to each of you. 

I Ju~t Gaia to \villard I gue::a~. we ar·e on the snme cix•cu:tt 

boc·ause et~o'!."\J place I go tiillard Hirtz hns all"e{)dy come in. 

He has char~.ned tho audiences. I \·:ifilh he l-11ould just kind ·of 

let me hnv(J ona -da.y to . myaelf' so peopler wouldn't cotlpare 

Utl all the time. 

Laat ovenin$ we were at the Conmrunicaticn l:lfl~:;:$t 

a great gro\lp of abou.t 2500 and all I heard -- ! went then.~ 

ana I enjoyed it but eveeybody came· up tp rna and oa:Ld, Oh, . · 

that Seei"otacy Wirtz: \\ta~ sr·~at • H't:i: ttJaa great , 
I 

(Laughter. ) 

I got hold or one or m-y staff men, I said, Do 

you nuppos~ you could just have Sol'IlCbody say loud e11ough 

JSO a reporter· would heal" it that HUl:ll.phroy was gooo too? 

(Laut.thte~ .. ) 

But I ·•m fiO happy to · bo hore for thaao ve'/1-y tett 

mo1UOnts . Larl 1es, ! think I ahQuld ohplain to you that I 

have Just cpm.o from the Nutional Preas Club and I 't'lant to 

go on reoorc.t . You al."G a lot better lookine; than what I haw: 
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just se!;n. 
, .. 

(Laughter. ) · 

\H.th the exception of Mra. I-Iuinpbray \'1ho waa there 

· •·lith me a11.d had to go on to do $orne in.tervie~ts and some 
. ' 

l'iorl-c .th1s afternoon and vranted me to broil~· to :.vou her good 

I •m not going to keep you too long. I v1antad to 

come by and to pay rtfY respects tut I wanted to talk to y.ou 

a little bit about what .I th.inlc t.1Ta •va got to oo. You 

represent the stat.es here, the 50 .states of cur U:n.tc1r. and 

of' the pal'tic.ipat1on 'of: Amerioan \l;omanhooo in the political., 
• I 

ao.oial ana Qconomic life ci' this nation and I want to talk 
I 

to you about l~hnt ue: need to do • 
. . 

I•m going to lQt you in on a little secret and 

it ~'G not muoh of a ae'cret. I tell my people in the ca'n~ 

Pelign in which I am involved - .. that •a th.e only pol!t:tcal 

re1'eren.ce l 1ll 1naiie. ::C didn't tell you· which on.e it is. 

(La~hter.) 

(ApplaUS(-1. ) ·' 

~hat is not to please you. It i:;J a tact, r ·hava 

' I 



SW7/JbJ · 

() 

I r , 

I 
I 
I 

,----
1 I 

I .'-

I. 

:-~ ". ~o 
.. ·.··· :1 
'· · '· been doing ·a Uttle l'lOrk trying to get some delegatoa and 

l find out that 1f I call get tho wit~ of the delegate., I •v~· 
( .. . 
· · · ·' got t~ ilelegate. 

(Laughte~ .. ) 

Decauae l appoint b~r .as my special represGnta-

t1ve and J;~h.e takes it seriously • 

. Not'/, let •a translat~ that into something elso in 

a much ra.o1.1e e.erl.oua vein. T.here are iramens.e problems that 

¢on!ront thi$ nation today. Ev~rybody haa grabbed on ~o 

thi$ ne\1 phr"'se called "t'articipatocy democracy". Some of · 

utJ have talked about a ne\•1 democracy. 'r.a¢re are other~­

that · are talking about tle\·f politics and I •m not sure that 

any of u:;J have ~ally defined "Jhat \tlO: are talking about . 

But l latow this: thajG the sociai pr~blems tbat 

confront America ·and the socia.l ana political problems that. 

confront the ~~orld requi~ tho attention.,, the enlightened 

an4 detGrmined attent1.on ot the b~st that every country has 

to · offer 1n men a."td \·lomen. There ian•t acy !!Jay that t.za can 

afford discrimination on the basis of sax af)' to hot·t wo are 

go~ --

(Applause.) 

-~ as to how we are going to t~oe up to these 

p~oblems, 

Fooplo tocla1 are talldns about .family problems_. 

neighborhood problems. We a~e talking about a hoet of 
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· · them. \ve ;. are expert$ iri prob~cma today and sometimes I •ve 

even heard people say they wonder if X am concerned about 

them, · I •va lived life or oonoa:m anci 1 intend to li\tc to 

the last breath of my l!fe one or concern. . • .. .. . . . . . a 
. .. . · '.there is only one purpose that· a person ought to 

have in life and that. is to ~l~ life more· meaningful for ~ 

his ne ighb or.S, his ... iend a ana himse U. 
. . 

~ .· l am sometimes accut:$ed of being .a little sen~Ci• 

mental about some of the g~eat documents ana some or the 

gl~at hiatol~ea.l u.tterance:I of our people and our nation. 

l ~poke today to the Pr~ss Club on that .inalienable right ,-7 
that is· the highest. right of ~111 ·th¢·right of lif'o1 God*n I

I 
. . I 

greatest gif·~ to mankind 1 and not jut$t t~e right of l~fe tj 
exj,s t ~" to survive 1 wh1ch anilnals can and plant life can 

. ·urvive., 'but life ·that 1$ meaningful and life that is .,..---

eiW1ched and l1f'e that is nourished • 

t.:Cha great talent or the man tiho \'II'ote thQ 

·immortal document of.' this Republ'ic was to be able to say ,in 

a te.Ttt words ana qu.1.te simply arid dittectly the \'lhole thruot 

of Qur civilization and of our purpose • . 
I 

That young man~ who was o~ly 28 years of ag€) 1 and 

tho avel"S(ie. age of tho .signers of the Declaration of 

Indapondenoe "t"taa 36 ·-- you lnight remcmbe~ that ·just as an 

historical tact ... - Thonmo Jaffot--son penned those \'Torda 

about the inalienable rights of life, and then he told us 
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\•that lite ~eant, liberty and the. p\U'su1t of happiness, the 

purpose of life. 
·' I' i 

So tO(lay I coneent1•ated my attention a little bit 

on~ · first .or all, the Pl."'ote.otion of one's phya:.toal lifo: 

'l'hat •s a min3.rnum ~Q.Uil-.crnent Qf soeioty., that you can ~1alk 

OUt of this buil~ing and have l"eO.SOU to b~lie'V$ that -;101.\ 

can ~-talk -out saf'e ly ~ that you can t<~alk the- streets and 

believe that you can tllalk sat~ly . 

the danger to lite in theiie tragic daya that \·le have gone 

through ;L--:t :r.:·ocent months and yeal's •. 

people t.1hO ~<::Gm .alive but r¢all.y they have l .oat i;;he spir;tt . . 

Tb.e: ZP1l"it ia not daal\l; it'~ barelY hanging on. Tl1.e:y) are 

wh&t l oa.ll the .spi.ritual. clitfhangars,. There is Just a 

ep.at'k thera yere or life that ma-ybe oan be bz•pught bacl~ 

into tho flmtie ot li.f~, 

Those al"'(r th~ pool"' and thtl desp.a:t"ate and the 

'<3esolata, . t•he unemployed and the illiterate, the i"ot"gotten, 

the pushed -aside·. 

\vC3 have all kinds Of people l'l0t'1 z;»ay:tng ! lmo~r \!Th1 

they are thut \-Jay. Liaten, that•s not tha p;raoblom. You 

can•t. ga· around :npen(Jing all of your lite t'i,sw:'ing out t1hy 

people are that way. You·•ve got to do .aomething ~\bout it. 
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today. !t is the word. :action. NO\'/~~~ 

vla •va atud1ed our problems to death and ~ome 

people, I'm af'raid., are slow·t learnera and some of them are-

purposefully slot..r learners . We ueed action. 

tow, hoN do l'te cot it? I am S\?l"t of a creatut•o 

ot political action . l\S l saY.. to some or n~y vtorst critics~ 

and I•ve got a host O.f them. 

·I say .' 

thl ... O'UP.;h thQ proceBoas of' po~itical action .. ~ !:-rot>1 politi<Jal 

action in a society $UCh aa ours provides red~sa for 

gr1.evanoea, .community aetion. )1... 

! "rrant tq take this v;holG concept o:t political 
I 

aot1on nnd translate it tlO.\'t and apply it on a tm.tch bl"oader 

range than j'ust ~ol$cting legislatoJ."S and OO'Llnoi?.men and 

mayors 'nnd governors 'and oo~aionera and Congressmen and 

Vice Presidents and Pl~sidents . 
...... .. 

I ;-1ant to take this busincaa of community Ol"' of 

~otion1 or pel."'sonal 1nvolvern~nt much deeper 'beoa'l.llle .gove~n­

ment is buif a reflection of' the body politic. Government 

. is repx-esentative of the body politio and, 1f your govel"l'l-

me.nt .i.e a little inadequate., 1f' it 1a cort'U Jt, 1~ it is 

in.aenai t 1 ve to aoc;t.a.l need,. 1 t 's· but the reflection or the·----­

body pol1t1o ·• 

I . 
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l:f )IO~ th:l.nk that the oollll'llunit;( is oorrupt and if' you \
3/ 

think politics aro co~pt~ you Just get a mirror and yo~ 
( .. 

taka. a look in it snd sea \~y . 

vllien I waa tha r~yo~ ot my city we did what we 
· .. . . . 

¢alled a oormnun:1ty elf-Gurvey. \'le went out and raised a 

aub~tanti.ttl. aum o~ money . via bire<l a gl"oup or experts·,. Wa 

involved -ovetJ 2,000 peopl~. It there iS anybody here <t'rom, 
\ .• .. 

l<Linneapolis,; they may remember it . FrQtn .lgll-6 to 1947; one 
· .... 

full year . Then we spent anothe~ year- studyj_ng tho rcs~lt~ 

ot that ccrmnuJdt-y ael.f-aurvey, 

Somebody said~ tihat d~ you mean by a conwunity 
I 

self-~urvey? · l said; \ve bought a big mirro~ 11 as big $.s the: 
I ' \ 

55 square miles of the J~iGdiotion and territory of tpe. · 

City of .Minneapolis -and ~te hung it above tl e city and th~n . · 

\•te 1ooke1:3 up and sa~1 our- dirty faces . Some of' the faces, 

thank a;oodnes:s,.- 't>rere clean but some of them were filled 

with hate, s. <~..1fil$ of th~m t-(ith bigotry, SolTh~ with indi ,f(;}r­

ence , sort\~ l'l.ith apathy, some \-ritn preJudice_,. aome with 
I 

s,elfishneSf.l, and fJ.ome of t.nem~ they didn •t even lqlot'l that 

·ther, looked that way. 

\'1$ found hospitals, for example, that didn•t even 

know that th.ey had '\'r.itten in their rules that you had to 

b~ Cau¢a$1an and :Protestant betore you .Qould practice xnedj. ... 

o1ne~ or, at least'"' you had to ba \'1h1te . 

l•le had evan a s.impl~ thing likG an automobile 
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~ ·· olub that .·aaiq y-ou . couldn•~ belong .it you were o.f a differ-

en.t faith. 
~ ' . 
·:-. · , We ool;'reetEid those thinSs. · W~ didn•t even know 

,,-: ~e had those blel'll.1shea upon us and we started t -o. do some-
\ i 

<;:\ 

(" 
\ 

tn~' about it. 
NOi<~1 tlta building or the good society ·-- now, I 

didn't aay g'roaJli.- ·Just the g;ood society - is- not the t'lork 

of one :generation and ~.'t ian•t the work of inStantaneous 

action. lt•s a 'Continuing proeeos but we-•ve got. to be in 

it, 

Nottt \'mat have Via got to talk ~bout here? 1 Evecy-
' 

body's talking about the_ sl'Ulns and- y·ou .knot~ t-then 'tlte•ra 

going tO. correct them? l~en YO\l t-:ant it. vlhen you're 

willing to put on the agenda of American priol.'*itiea ma~dng 
our cities livable, not surv1vable1 l1vablo. 

' . 

It 1s an uttar disgrace that the rich~st nation 

on the face or th~ earth that <:an :provide a \'lholesome- an<l 

perfect environment for an ~stronaut to go to the ~oon 

cannot p:roovide· an env!ronmant for a oiti~on to live in a 

s-t~et an~ a community."" 

(Applause.) . 
Lo't me say that I ·am. Chairman of tha' Space 

Council ao :t kno 1 a ;Little bit ~bout what v-.re do to make it 

possible for people to have clean air no matter \•sh~re they­

go~, no · air pollU'ti1on. \'!a spend million$ to tina out hm1 a 
. <. 

'· ... 

'I 
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clon •t knol'/. v,er-y much , about but \~e won•t apend what ia 'M<J· 

e.ssacy to f.ind out ho~t ~ou cnn clean the at~eats and pick 

36. 

You lc..'floirt t'1h,$n we •re goi.""l,g, t~ do it'i' ~Then you 

want it done- I•v0 been running &round this country trying 

to get ,$orne: or th1 . .s d.onG. . !-Tot jtmt no?r. I told a group 

today l tve traveled o001 000. milet::. 1n thiS: eotmt:t"Y a..S; V~~ce 

· P:~.--esidGlnt. I •ve. bee-n to 612 ·communi tie~~ l.02. colleges and 

atude.nt& and the 1.ntc1~sted citizenry .. 

vl~ ha"'a. ~tart;cd something nolt. Do. you v.not>t ~Vhat 

we •ve bef}n doing la'taly? \·le •ve bean exper;imenting,. P19ople 

say~ l<fo ll1 y01 .. t h~VI.ln • t donQ very much. 'l'b~t 1 a t rua , 1tlo 

reall:r havenH; ~'11th all 'that wq bavG tried~ :But t'fa've 

tried f!Olll<l expqrirr.cnts. . __..-\ 

Let ~ tell :ro•l What '~~" •ve- tdell. He •ve tr::<J ) 
Head Start, lt \V"orks. Let·•a t-ry it all ove~ the country. 

{Applause.} 

Lis:te:n.~. if l.iOtnabody found a cure to ctmoor in the 

laborato:t."y, would you ~ia1t7 lvh$.t would you do~ !f yQu 1Qte\f 

that one OOlm>.any,~ or.e uniVGl"$it;r, one laboratory had fot..1ncl 

the cure to ct.tnoQi."? You wouldn*t pot"n'dt a President Ol"' a. 

Oongr~as or .a gova~no~ o~ a labor leader ov a business 
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./ leadov ":v stand 1n your t-ray, not it ~"ou•d lost a member or -

' 

;;;·· . . your 1'a.'llil7 from it, .I•ll tell you1 . like I have, and a son 

, . . ' . 

that. had it . 

· You t.d demand that it ba used and made available. 
: ' 

Listen, there· a~ many vtaya to d.1e.. Fra~.J.y., the most 

ht4'Uane \•ray to die . is quickl~ ~ A lot of' people are ~ying 

slottlY !'l":Olll the :ri~lcnce up.on their sp1l"it. ---

age rour to nevan than at a~ ·other period in his life al~ 
I 

you and .I la1ottl . that thia rich,, prosperous Junerica has 

denied mil11ol~ and millions of children that ch~1ca. · 

You and .I J&nou that a ntttr::ttioua diet iG abso-

lutely ess~ntial for intellect"Ual development. A protfin 

\ 

\ 

detlciancy ia mor~ ¢r.1ppl;Utg than polio by far beotnlB¢ \I 

polio jus·t ¢ripples an ann Ol." a le'!~U protein deficiency 

cl"ippl$s the mind. And hora ia a <H'JUUtX.'y thut can produce 

enough protein to g1va eVOl1fhOdY ~n America all 1t neoas 
·· -···· 

an<! half o.f the ~iorld al'1d we sit a'J;'ound arguing abou·t 

\~Thether o~ n.ot \te ought to teed" th~ needy. 

' 

! 
I 

\1hat the -- \-!hat •a 'l.'trong \'lith ua? I almost said ./ 

\'lha; I shouldn • t . 

(Laughtoi".) 

v!hat 's ~rrong around hero.'? \1e 're- like a bunch of 

political uquirl"GlS. \<fa stol?C it up When W<l ought to be 

using it .. He ouzht not to be having these bu:t"eauerotio 

} f 
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arguments about t1lheth<n' ox- not. \Ire need toed stamps or tood 

d1stri~ution for th~ n~edy~ 
. r "' . i 
'1·' Good Qod,., thi$ coitntey has enough food to teed : . . I 

e.veey child in this l~nd that needs .it 1 rich or poor. lJhe ·. l 
I 

r.ioh -can af.ford 1~. 

\Applause , ) 

I think J: l<now what the troubl~ is.. Thoro a~e a 

l:ot or advisers around that keep f.laYinSJ you knottr • t..;e have 

to o.ha.:nge the· x-ulea.. T'nase roles \'rare not. handed do't-'m on 

hign, Ther~ ian•t a. government rul~ that •s in the J3ible_. 

not one. 

(Laughter.) 

· Not one. 

.Not a single gover1iment rule l'TS.S \fritten by ~ 

prophet. Th~y•vo all been written by law~ers and legis- · 

. lators and theyrre a cU.m.e· a ao·zen1! 

·(Laught~r. ) 

G~e~ I•m goinS ·to gat in. tttoublq today. I lmo~ 
'1 ~-

that. 

So t-:e ean ~ e -· . ·now 1 you can gat .thitl done • / '!lou 

ought to be as. an American citiizcn in yow community tho 

:nu.mbett one cru.sado:r- to see to it a1; a minin\Vln that the1""~ 

isn•t a $1ngla chilo, regardless· or race, color. creed or 

looat1on, th.at goes hungry 1 that goes.· \'lithout an adqquate 
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diat. l'lcn>i~ · .you kn9k'l that it •s he1. .. e~ ._,.. It •~;~ ~to;r-ed up all 

·ov~r Am~rica t~.nd, .it you oontJ~ know where. it ·is~ we •ve got .I" f '' • 

. . 
f1~3AfS that we ar>e paying peo;ole million."$. of dollars not to 

plant, l~o\lt1 let•s get with it. 
., ' ' 

t l r 0 What 1$ number one. No~1, you dan do· something 

a-boi.tt that. You want a orne action? l 'll give you a l'Jhole 

J.ot~o:r it. 

· , Now" I 1ll tell yo~ something else. wc•ve got a 

progrJlm caJ.led I•lodel d:ttim9., It 1sn•t wor1dng yet:. \·l<:)'ve 

z;ot a re-vr grants out for- pla:.rming.. Now., ym.t can Juat plan 

the rost. of your l:t.:~;h tfuat you need to do ;J.z eo: see the 

Jr.ayor a."ld 'you go say$ Liu.ten-.1· t·.~he~1 are iiTe go.mg· to get;; tho . ' ' . . ' . 

th~ -- not 'like some or my' fl'icnds that .I knm'l because 

som¢ Qt them tu."e good action people ....... but scnte o? them 

t'lil1 tell you, '!ell, . t•¥a don "t have enough lnoney yet to 

~tart. I want to tell ycu l 'll nevar tol"'get t·~h.at rP.Y daddy 
' 

told ·tne When l 'gotf nlar:t?ied ana' the til:'Gt babieS stal<Vcqd to 

c orne, along . 

I said, Dc:~ddy, what · ani I" going to do'? ' I don•t 

have very much monoy t ·or this buby . · .l-Ie said, You should 

haV(') thought ab'OUt that. a ~ttl~ earlier1 Son. · 

(Laughter.) 

I' 
i 
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you start gottinG thoae ohild:lien, you'll eat .. n mom~ money. 

And when you ata1'~~t: to :t'ebuild that community you'll tind· a 
• I . 

way to do 1t. 

You knov.t \'ihy? :aeoauae onoe 1t starts people \·till 

tiant it do11e- and ~rhat people \iant in this. oountcy they can 

get. We can do it .. 

Oh.t look at the skyscrapers t>Ie•ra building~ I go 

up to Ne~1 York City and I Just look at tham .and they•~e 

nl$Znificent and in the- 3hO.d ot'l of.' those a,kyscraper.s. are the 

.filthiest s.lura.et ot .fu-n.eri¢tt: and the ~eys,crapora aro so 111~'1. 

that thelr ahadow projects to l03rd Strec~~ 

;o build : ·gla.~a ~u1d et($el and concrete G.lcyaorapex•s carinot 
I 

learn how to huiltl houeing that people oan a.t ... f.oi'<l to o~ 

and :rant" 

Dcn•t te.ll rna tnat a aoo.i.ety that kno~-vs hm'f to 

:s.n th~ tene:TtWnta ~ 

want it (Jono. 

ot them. The air that wa b:r•eatho. vJe lmot'l how to control 

pollution. Hot'1 many lal<e1i -..- I come from ~·linne.aota.. \1e 1ve _ 

sot, tl'l~Y ea:y, tho lcu:ld or 10,000 lakelJ. Po yott lmot:t that 

80 per. oent -of th~ lal~:;ee :il'l 'f.rr.'/ atatl1ll are- polluted? Ia that 
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nice? vie •ve dono that not1 ao that ou:r:a child ron and tho:tl."~ . . . 

children w1il not have clean lal<ea .anymore.. Ne had no 

So no~v-: ~ta •vG got a Job or stawa:t"dship to do ~ome ... 
tb1ng. about it. I•m just. t~szing out a lot ·or them. Let. 

mo give you tlW big olw now. 

I tva talked .about la\'r and ordeJ?. I don •t knO\'l.; 

\1illal"d 1 if you•vo talked to therd about drugs but thi.z is a 

aubJect that. the Secl"etal~ of Labo:r.• has interested me in. 

dr.u.g .addiction, drugs amongat our young, and they~ro th.(}~¢ 

schools \';here yottr <;h1ldren go to, c1 on • t think they 1 rc not. 

Don•t put th.:ta all d-o~m with the Negro and the Puerto! Rican •. 

'Yott knotlf $ really, ~te have a ru.oe 'Vmy or sliding 

thi:s atuf.f :oft on otha~ people. \>le can cover :t.tp some or 
Ol.t:t." stuff .. People t1~ to attribute ar.:l.me today to other 

people, Tl1.$Y try'·:.'t.o att~i'buta evil-doing to crt her people. 

~ Just hava a br1Gfa~se tull of figures out l~re about 

""io.st ot the crime in this city is not committed 

by the bJ.ack on the white~ It's not at all. It•o commit-

v.iolen.oE~:, it •.s j\ti>lt plain violence and Cl.~i.u1e. · 

.Let'$ talk about CirUga. Druga arfl rarapn:nt 
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throughout Jchis oountry. You. \1ant to protect your son and 
•f . • -. 

daughter, your oonm1unity trom d~ addiction and from the 
" ., . 

eff(;)cts or drugs? 'tou can do it. Tell yvur governor, tell 

your mayor, tell your Cong~es5.man, tell your Senator to , 

quit temporiz~l1& t·tith tb1s: evil. we don•t have enougn 

enforcemenJG ot~icers to., drugs, for the aale ot drugG to 

actually police one good horae raca 1 and that•a a fact~ 

':lou. do not have in your · ai~trict attorn.ey•a. 

o~fioe 1n yo~ city a prosecutor in this field t hut 1s 

knowledgeable about tnis ldnd of criminal activity. 

Y-ou ltav~n•t t -aken this problem 'UP with; your 
"\ 

school boardss a_nq d:r-ug $ales in the schools today in all . / 

forlll$ of hamn.tul drugs is rampant, in Gchool after school 

and most ~t 1t in uppe~ income and middle income. I 

Now, you Just owe 1t to those kid$ to help them~ 

They think it *s fun a.t f'irst. They'd even been told that 

mariJuana i~n•t hal."nlt'Ul, Thank goodneas,.today I noticed in 
I 

the paper tha~ tvro of the big medical associations havo 

ooma out that. they find ·out it 1u. I lcne\'1 that. I studied 

pharmacy in l932 and l933 and ma~ijuana was lmown as ham­

ful tben. 

One thing 1t s'I,U.'te doe~ to you 1a: it breaks do\'m 

yo'f.ll.J moral put-pOS() ancl .Yo~ zn~ral fiber and ~1harever it .1a· 

used Qver a long period or time you have a substandard pcr­

f'onnance. 
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You · "'~~n.t to· do someth1Il.$ about it? . Quit talking . 

about it. Go ar~ see ' the people t~at are responaible • 

If you: ~·mnt la\'t enforaenwnt ~ you t re going t -o have 

' ' . 
paid ·mu.oh a 1d I -vtent to every church and I . said, Nol't, I •d 

al;l~ unNilling to att,;tnd up and get 1.nto a little- t~ouble 

l'tith me to try to ent:'orce the law, then dontt expect me to 

do it alone because you dontt pay me enoush. 

:r t'Ja~ a lo~it-pa:td mayor. 

(La1J8b.ter.) 

And I f'in.ally got the holp ot the church pel ple 

. and th~ PTA. and I got the help of the League or t•!otnen 

Vote:t•s and I had the help ot a host of \:mmen 1a aot.iviti.ea, 

the \•toinen•s pl"'nl'eas1onal olubs, the Jevrisl'l women, tho N~gro 

t"'omen a~ the n •nai B • r! th t'lomen ~md 1 oh:~ e;ooones3 me ~ I 

\-rant to every ona:'· of them~ 

l ju:;t went every place and I said.. You w;;mt a 

bet taX' to~m'? I ~an •t givo it to you. Yo\.\ cl:ln got· it w~.th 

thing about it~ 

Now 1 tba t':i.rn:ll. . thl'n..; is th~ biggest question V ' 
bctol"~ mankind iB poacQ'" Peaoe. We ho.ve all k1..ntis. of ./' 

exports today devoloping ne\1 \'reapons ayatems. llotV' many 



I· • 

· S\119/JbJ 
.. 

( ·, 
., 

~r 
expertg do t-1e have developing ne\'1 sys ·~exns. or diplomacy and 

n¢got1at1on and international law and order? That 1s the 
' ' . 

II ~ \ I. ' . 
question. 

(Applause.) 
.. ,' ' 

. . .. . A very~ very serious quest1on~ · · We have people 

· too·ay who a4"6 beg~i11.Z juat to aooept tho fact that the 
. . 

United Nations ia the~a anq w~ have a lot of people saYinGs 

vle-111 i .t is there as sort of a debating aociety. I!' that 'a 
' ' . 

all ~t :iS 1 it 1s11•t Einough.. He ought to malre it more . 
' .. 

S'VIlO We ()ught to .start to design ne'Vlf -.1ays or peace .... 

' 

.,I .~···' 
\~ 

lteepipg . I don't knet'l all the answers but l knott I don • t 

know the an:nters. to a lGit o-r theae pr-obler.w. l didn rt 1-G"lOI~r 
' ·, 

the answ~~ · t;o pOlio 'bu.t Salk vaccine . came along and 

Dr. Sabin out in Cino:1nnat;1 emne a. long and they tounJ . ~ome 
tll1S\'l¢l"S to it . 

I know that God Almighty haa givon th~ ~tellec­

tunl capacity tor man t .o find the anD\'IG+""ff· There 1s ·one 

thing I know for sura, and if w~ haven't learned that out . 
ot Vietn~ \'te • ve learned nothing, that you o:ijpnot settle 1 

· maJo~ political disputes through m111tar1 solutions. You ·/ 
I 

have to fi."ld a political .solution t.o~ political a11d sooial 

(Applause .. ) · 

So l ot•o leAm oome le:lcona and let•s back up th.~ 

etfo~ts of p~ople1 not the pe~ple that are Juot· laadir~ a 

... 
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~ protest 'but the people that are trying tQ lead a program 1 
· s"cuqy and of oontarence and dialoguo te> see· if 't'Ie can •t . ' .• 

find ways. to .ati'e-ngthcn tn~ sitw\'N$ ot (liplomacy and of' 

nego.tiation.. or latl and order. 

I haven't hea~ a good discu~~ion in America in 

the last ten years on the World Court~ I•va heard every-
body show us AOW to ·fight the war in Vietnam or · soma people 

think they knot-: hQ~'I to get out~ :But .I have yet to heatt 

somebod¥ really get up and give, make a s.en~1ble debat? and 

discussion of hot"-1' t-le can ~prove the peace-l<:eep1ns ft'~ohinery 

of the United Nations and go into 1t in depth and study ,it 

all tne way through. 

Then y<>u bettar ·underatand what :Popa P~'.11, Po~ 

Jo~m XXIII aaid,. and his euccesso.t-, Pope Paul • . PopC> I . ) 

J'ohn XXIII siiid; vn1ere th~rc 1s constant \·rant there ill no 

peaoe. .And the gap bet~teen the rich. nati.ons and the poor 

oont1nu~a. to gro-e-t ~· ~e gap bet\'raan even thO' ric.h and ·the 

poo~ in . .Arne:r;oi~a o.ont1nues to gr0\1 . 

:rt you \'lant c.1v11 :oroer, you ha'l/e to have soo:Lal 

~ustice, and, b~lieve me, let me tell you aomethin$1 if you 

want sooial Justice, you have to have to civil ot"dext 
.' 

beoausa you•re. not going to get :Lt out of violenoc. 

(u you w~:mt to haV$' pcaoe in this \'torld ~ you are 
. .. 

~ . 
going to have to· get at the root caWJea ·ot v1oleno~too and 

\'lEt •re. going to hav~ to h.ave . enough courage to aay th.at this. 
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nation !n concert \'tith other~ must belp other people help· · . 

the~melves:=f ' 

· You Jmow ~l:'(!ign aid is not a i'ailur;;. 1 vthat has 

tailod is our dcteX'mi.nat~im to effectively uae it.· Th~J' •s 
what •-a tailed und 11a •va got to do sometl~~nz about it :..1 

~aoe-koaping, peaoe~eveloping; Blessed ore tho 
peacernakers, not the· talkers, not the 'tlt"alke:r:aJ not .the 

;·tishara 'but tho rrt.a1r..Gl?S ~ and tl~nt • s. ha~d WOl''1<j 

·John Ken~ledy once : said the t-u:ntl<: of pea co is a 

lonely buainess 1 and it 1a. 

nc·ed your help ·and everybody neods your belp . 

everybody il$ n part:l.eipant, the lowliest citizen. - ·r 
Tho t •.; :nat you • re up to right no>f. [i \tant you I 

to go bacl{: to your ao1nm.unity and f"itld the lost and britlg 

them into th~ cor~turdty. 

I t>~ant you to go back to the conununity aud back 

to your respective ;;u,"'Caa a11d take a look at the problcnw in 
""'\ 

you!." oommun1t~ and aay, Look, ~<>Y oan be solv~dj Don•t be 

desperate . {lon•t 'be faart'l.ll. ..S 

Wo •vo got !lll':>l ... c to do l'lith today than Wl •vo ¢ver 

had ·.tn om- livesL \1o have mor~ intelligence, mora krlmt-hO\Il'~ 

I 
I 

} 
\ 

\ 
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more knowledg1$, mo:~.~ teohnology, . .n1ora resources"' sure, the 

l ~on•t really t~~k I've talk~d too much about 

the statua of liJoo:ten ~xcep1i. that I thinlt that th~ st~tu.~ pf 

. \Wman 1S' that 'I(O'lilell a~ equal partners in tl. tl~oubl~d world 

knot'J or any s:~."'oup that can do more to cp~?n up the a.venuea 

of social oppo~tun:t t~ than the.· American women and \'JOtnen all 

o.var the: t'IOrld , . 

and atte:rJ.t:ton that you give to your trunily and ycn.t.!' loyi(Jd 

onea you ean. give tn tJeople that you do ,not know, that you 
. I 

d-Oc not knot-t~ mid to .let those poople kl.tow that you do ca.t"e. 
. . .. I . 
~hank you.. very- much ... 

-(Applnitse.J at"tenda.noe a tanding. ) 

OHA:O:U41\N ~1..'ll3EROER : Hubert. Humphrey has given Wl· 

I t'le nave b~en Gaying., lrubert,. that women aro 

pa·ople,. that. peopl.d a~ womo11 and it f'1ta right in with 

\1hat you aaid. We are d-elighted to hava had you hare 

today . 

. I 

nm1 and get. on tha pa~l"Oll? 

{Lauehtcn.~. ) · 

··\ 

\ 
/ 
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A LIVI NG ENV I RONI1ENT 

11 l t is by the qua lity of 1 ife i n our citi es that the cha racter of our civilizat ion 

w i 11 be j u d ge d • 

Cl eve l and Ohio 
2 July 1968 
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A LIVI NG ENV IRONME NT 

1 11•/e are one nation . To imag ine that one portion of our citi zenry can live 

i n comparative affluence and comfor t while anothe r survives permane ntly in the 

harsh surroundings of the urban ghetto-- or that the economic and sociological 

cond i tions which produced these dispar i ties cannot be corrected i s to do the 

gravest damage to our l ife as a free and democratic people . 11 

Statemen t 
Re leased 15 August 1968 

The great cha l lenge fac i ng Ame rican c i vi 1 i zation i n the last th i rd of the twent ieth 
century i s to provide the cho ice of a sat i sfactory liv i ng environment for a ll 
persons -- regardless of race, ancestry , or p l ace of residence. 

Separate commun i t ies ex i st s i de by s ide-- each tack li ng i ts own problems separate ly 
each bringing i ts own li mi ted resources to bear upon common prob l ems as though 
t here were no i nter-re lationsh ip , as though there were no i nter-dependence . 

Thi s i s gove rnme nt by anachron i sm . 

Let ' s put i t b l unt ly: Our present governme nt structure at a ll leve l s i s ill -su i ted 
t o pl an and ach ieve the li v i ng env i ronmen t our wea lth and t echnology permit ... 
and our surviva l requ i ~es . 

Three pri nc ipa l s unde r li e t he specif ic proposa l s of this act ion p l an : 

Fi rst . Our c i rcumst~nces de ma nd a far greater measure of state and loca l 
i n i t iative , respons ib ili ty and cooperation , t ogethe r wi th l ess d i rect 
Federa l contro l, than ex i sts today . 

Second. Our ci rcumstances requ i re a strong and act ive Pres ident-- s t rong 
enough to shake up t he federa l bureaucracy -- to c lean out the cobweb of 
re l at ionsh ips that exist among some ten or a doze n federa l agencies, on the 
one hand , and f i fty states , thousands of c i ties and tens of thousands of 
pri vate organ i zat ions on t he other . 

Th i rd . Soc ia l progress i n our free enterpr i se economy has never been-- no r 
shou ld i t be-- so ley the responsibility of the pub l ic sector . Pr ivate busine ss , 
labor , banks , i ndustry and our unive rs i t ies must assume the i r ful l share of 
t he developme nt burden . 

These three rr i n~ i p l es t rans late i nto the fo l lowing specific act ion proposa l s : 

First . The def i n i t ion of fund amen ta l socia l , economic , de~ograp h i c and 
eco log ica l object ives to he lp guide our future urban, suburban and rura l 
growth . 

As Pres ide nt , I wou ld begin immed iate ly to formu late broad- rang i ng discuss ions-­
wi th the Congress, wi th governo rs and mayors , wi th experts i n a ll re levant fields of 
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knowl edge a nd with the peop l e - - to def i ne the object ives essen ti a l to more 
o rderly and product ive growth. We wou ld strive to lay down nat iona l cri ter i a 
which cou ld product ivel y gu ide state and loca l leade rs. These criter ia wou l d have 
to touch a ll c r iti ca l areas : land use, popu lat ion growth a nd contro l, educat ion , 
housin g, business and i ndustrial grov; th, labor , recrea t ion -- to name only the 
most obvious factors affect in g our li ving environment . 

S econd~ Fede ra l incent ives mus t be estab lis hed to stimulate met ropo litan-w ide 
and reg iona l distr ic t p lann in g. 

would propose that 10- 12 reg ional d i stricts be created to draw upon the full resources 
of the sta tes and local iti es and to achieve the ba lanced growth among urban , sub~rban 
and rura l areas wh ich i s essenti a l to any last ing progress . 

The re are various ways to sti mu late ... broader coope rat ion in pl anning and action 
to meet the critica l needs of urban, suburban and rura l areas . 

1. We can he lp close the revenue gap wh ic h exists i n most loca li t i es . This means 
ra isi ng suffici ent revenue s to solve the many critica l social and phys i cal renewa l 
problems . One means for i mpleme nt i ng this policy i s Fede ra l t ax-shar i ng with 
metropolita n-w ide or reg ional districts wi th safe-gua rds to in sure the expend iture 
of Federa l t ax money on priority obj ect ives . 

2. We can provide t ax and othe r ince nt i ves for the bui l ding of low and midd le 
income hous i ng . One approach to accomp li sh this goa l wou l d be a Nat ional Urb a n Home stead 
Act to subsidize the land costs for qua li fled private housing deve lopments to a ll ow the us e 
~relative ly high-p riced urb an and suburban land . 

3. We can provide Federal suppo rt for state equa li zation of certa in commun ity 
servi ces-- ed uca tion and we l fare , for examp le-- wi th i n met ropolit an areas , as we ll 
as betwee n rura l and urban areas . 

4. We ca n reve rse the unmanageab le popu lation build - up in densel y settled urban 
areas . This ca lls for Federal help in deve l oping magne t or sate llite citi es on 
the oute r eduge s of ou r suburbs, and the creat ion of who lly new citi es in our 
rural and underpopul a t ed areas. 

Third. A Nationa l Dome st ic Policy Cou nc i 1 in the Wh ite House to ove rsee 
the reorgan i zat ion and restruc t uring of the Fede ral bureaucracy-- and then 
to in sure that it rema i_ns tru ly respons ive to loca l needs and goa ls. 

Such a cou nc il wou ld expand the Pre side nt 1 s capac i ty to fores ee and dea l rat iona lly 
with the crush of dome st ic problems, to sha rpen prioriti es and i den tify the full i mp li­
cations of a l ternat ive policy dec i s ions , to de t e rmi ne how Federal programs inte rrel ate , 
support or di minish t he effect iveness of othe r program s. A we ll - conce ived info rmat ion 
manageme nt syste·m wou ld contribute significant ly to a more rationa l hand lin g of t hese 
comp lex ques ti.ons. 

Fourth. A t·\a rsha ll Pl an for Cities based upon self- he lp, loca l ini t ia tive , 
coordinated pl anning , and pri va te cap i tal. Li ke t he origina l Marsha ll Pl an 
tha t reb u il t Europe , mus t more than the fede r a l checkbook is necessa ry in 
achi ev ing durab le answe rs to the urb an crisis. 

An anS\ve r to the prob lem of adeq uat e f i nanc i ng i s cruc ia l to the success of a 
Marsha ll Pl an for t he Citi es . To he lp prov i de thi s answe r, I propose the creat ion 
of a Nat iona l !Jrban D eve l opme~ Bank f i nanced through the subscription of pub lic and 
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private funds. 

The federal governme nt wou l d unde rwrite the unu sua l risks which are inevitably 
invo lved in meeting the ha rde st and most critical urban probl ems. 

An appropriation of federal funds wou ld ge t the bank started. The balance of 
the funds wou ld come from federally-gu a ranteed bonds, to be sold by the bank. 
to private inve stors. 

Affiliated reg iona l banks would be .chartered by the Nationa l Bank for specific 
metropolitan areas. 

Regional Bank Boards would include representation of loca l governments , as well as 
the broad spectrum of the population-- white and black, rich and poor. Further 
co~mun ity participation would be encouraged through direct equ ity investment in 
the reg ional bank of the people themselves . 

Regional bank funds wou ld be ava il able to both public and private borro~tJers for 
programs which cannot be fin anced through any other means, but which are found 
essential for urban development . 

Among other things the se regiona l banks could : 
--Fund non-profit ne ighborhood development corporations; 
--Guarantee loans , made through co nve ntional private lenders for inner 
city and metropolitan-wide development; 
--Offer loans to inner city businessmen whose contribution to th e national 
economy is now limited because of l ack of fin anc i ng ; 

--Fund quasi-public housing development corporations. 

The establishment of a National Urban Deve lopment Bank with an assured source of 
funds would facilit ate and encourage long-range planning for metropo litan area 
development-- planning now inhibited by the uncerta int i es of the annual appropriation 
process. 

Congressional surveillance would be ma intained in approp riations, cove ring the dif­
ferential between market and subsidized ra tes , technical assistance and other 
special grants for commu nity and metropQlitan developments. 

Fifth. The ded ication of one or more new American cities to de lebrate our 
two-hundredth anniversary as a fre e people-- on July 4, 1976 -- cities 
which exemplify the highest standards of beauty and excellence. 

Let ~s ho nor this bicentennial, not with a backward glance but with a foreward march. 
Bicentenn ia l City would t est new ideas in land use, housing technology and 
commun ity leadersh ip. It would provide a living l aboratory for projects elsewhere across 
Ame rica . Its co~struction would attract the finest talents in America-- from 
Ame rican indu stry , the states, municipalities and the fed era l government. By reflecting 
what is best, and what is ,EOssible, it would serve as a pi lot for a new Amer ica. 

The principl es and programs set forth in this statement are not final or definitive 
answe rs -- for there are none. Nor do they provide any quick or easy solutions -­
for the se also are in short supply. But they do enunciate the general approaches I 
would pursue as President of. the Unit ed States and some of the spec ific instrumenta liti es 
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I be li eve are n3eded to make steady progress i n g1v 1ng every Amer ican true freedom of cho ice i n se lect in g a des i rable p lace in wh i ch to live and work. 

Excerpts from ' 'A Livin g Env i ronment for 
Eve ry Ame rican'' statement 
Re l eased 15 August 1968 
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. VT('W P q~S TnENT RTTMPHR"IIT w,r.wnrns AW.RTr..AN T~M AWARD 
OF r.ATHOLTr WAR V'RTEP.ANS 

Minneapolis , Minn ., Aug . 17 -- Vtce President Hubert 

H. Humphrey ......... received the Americanism award of the 

r:atholic War Veterans at :Ma the Ol"P'anizat1 on's convention here 

this month. 

The award was last presented to President John F . 

KennP,dy, who pointeri out that the TTnited States , as the worlds 12reatest 

nation, will continue to face challenl2'e and danP"er in the world. 

"'Peace and freedom do not come cheap, 11 ' Presideqt Kennedy said in one 

of his most memorable speeches. 

Accent in!? the · r.atholic War Veterans' award, Vice President 

Humphrey likewise called for reaffirmation "that _we can do whatever 

we · must do to carry f ·orth the unfinished and peaceful business of 

this country ." 

The ITice President ......... urized a "new Amer).c 2n patriotism --

not a patriotism expressed alone in fla11s or parades, but in a will1n~Zness 

to get down to the hard , tirin12, endless work that every 12eneration 

before us has paid out to keep _§.U.ve the vision of what American can 

be." 

W.xcerpts from the Vice President's remarks are attacheo. 

/ 
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VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 
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FOR RELEASE 

WEDNESDAY P~1 ' S 
1\UGUS'l' 7, 1968 

Telephone 202/225-2961 

To receive your Americanism award is a great honor for me -­

a deeply personal one , for which I am extremely grateful . 

I hav~ chosen to speak thoughts which are, I believe, deeply 

held by most Americ~ns, but too seldom ex_pressed. 

I have . chosen to speak out on behalf of America , not a .nation 

that has lost its way, but a restless people striving to find a 

better way. 

I believe the time has come to put ~side cynicism and pettiness .. 

to forget old fears and.animosities, where they exist, and to 

bring forth tol~rance . . . understanding ... and mutual trust. 

The time has come to recognize th at ·this nation ha s more 

strength than weakness ... more hop e than despair ... more faith 

than doubt and that we have more chance than any nation in 

history to cope with the problems we face. 

The tim~ has come for those who share a deep and abiding 

beli ef in the purposes and potentialities of this nation to say: 

I love my country. 

Th e time has come to express a new American patriotism . 

. .. Not a patriotism expressed alone in flags or parades, but 

. 
in a willingness to get down to the hard, tiring, endless work 

that every generation before us has paid out to keep alive th e 

vi sion of what America can be. 

The time has come, in short, to reaffirm once more that we 

can do whatever we must do to carry forth the unfinished and 

peaceful business of this country. 

It will not always be easy . 

In the words of John F . Kennedy who last received this 

award -- ''Peace and fr eedom do not come cheap, and we are destined 

alJ of u s h ere todny -- to Jjve out most if not all our lj_ves in 

un ccrt ai n ty - and c hal1enr~ e and p e ri 1. " 
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But we must do what is necessary to secure p~ace and 

_ fre edom --

... in the wor19, so that all nations may rescue resources 

from the ~asteful arts of war and divert them to the humane 

pursuits of peace , 

... at home, so that eve ry American may enjoy security 

and a full share of opportunity in his community . 

We all know these thing~ will not be achieved easily or 

without sacrifice . 

They will be achieved only through specific acts which 

add up, one after anothe~ , to the peace and security we all 

seek. 

Peace will be built in the world through this country ' s 

response to such . situations as the suffering we now see in 

Biafra. 

We h a ve the chance-- as knericans ... as members of the 

United Nations ... and in cooperation with the International 

Committee of the Red Cross to bring help· to suffering , starving 

people beset by forces beyond their control. 

I believe this nation must be willing to do whatever is 

necessary to break through the red tap~ and complications which 

withhold food from those who need it in Biafra. 

I believe , too, that we must b e willing to exert the same 

patience and courage in support of our negotiators in Paris as 

our fighting men have been willing to· exert in Vietnam -- as we 

seek a peaceful and honorable settlement to the Vietnam war. 

Here at home , we must be willing to pay the price for law 

and order in every funerican neighborhood, so that every 

American citizen can walk the streets in confidence and safety. 

We must build law and order not just on law enforcement , 

but on l aw observance. I am talking about the law observance 

that come s from people who believe in their country and who have 

a real stake in their society. 
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We won't have peace in the world -- or peac~ in our own 
American-· neighl>orhoods -- unless we the American people will 
stand together for these goals. We must be not a·n America of 

~ one mind ... but an America of one spirit. 

\'-le must preserve and nurture ·all the fundamental rights of 
free expression -- yet reach across the divisions that today too 
often separate race from race , region from regionJ young from 
old, worker from scholar, rich from poor . 

That is this country's business today: To build one 
Arr.erica, not two ... · to stand up again in patriotism and with 
pride in our citizenship . 

There are those who doubt this couritry. 

do not. And I do .not . 

We are going to get the job done. 

# # # # # 

But I know you 



ORDER AND JUSTICE: THE RIGHT TO LIFE 

11 I put it very bluntly -- rioting, burning, sniping , mugging, traffic 

in narcotics, and disregard for lavT are the advance guard of anarchy, and 

they must and th,ey will be stopped. 

11But may I say most respectfully , particularly, to some 1-1ho have spoken 

before, the answer lies in reasoned, effective action by state, local and 

Federal authority. The answer does not lie in an attack on our courts, our 

l m·;s or our Attorney General. 11 

Acceptance Speech at 
the Democrat ic National Convention 
29 August 1968 

11To >·mge vTar on crime in our modern society, '\<Te need professional 

people Hhose training combines the highest standards and the best interdisci -

plinary training in crime prevention, crime control and the protection of human 

r ights . 

11That means professional programs in our colleges and universities . Too • 

fev1 have them today . 

11I believe i t al so means new federally supported schools of criminal 

justice -- l ike schools of la~-1 or schools of medicine . 

11As President , I would propose the assistance necessary to bring the vital ·work 

of l avT enforcement and crime prevention to professional standing . 11 

American Legion Convention Address 
NeVT Orleans , Louisiana 
11 September 1968 



ORDER AND JUSTICE: THE RIGHT TO LIFE 

"The unlque success of the Unite d State s lS grounde d in the 

fact tha t this is one country in which a man does not need to 

riot in order to reach the platform. And when he gets there, he 

does not need to shout in order to be heard." 

* * * 

TV Spot 
First Appearing on ABC 
10:55 PM, 24 July 1968 

We must move massively to reduce crime and to establish order now. 
But we must act only on the basis of hard facts and the best professional 
advice ·available. We must never accede to demagoguery, which has no 
solutions, only greater fear and a willingness to accept repression. 
That road leads J?.no, to domestic tranquility, but to police-state 
practices that destroy freedom and divide a people. 

The American people now expect the Federal government to act in helping 
states and cities deal with crime and disorder. 

As President, I will commit the Federal Government to active partnership 
with state and local governments in the fight against crime . 

This will require: 

-- Vigorou s enforcement o f all Federal laws dealing with o rganized 
crime, racketeering, assassination attempts directed at prominent 
person s , drug traffic, the interstate t raffice in st~len automobiles, 
and othe rs. 
-- A major increase in financial and technological support to local 
law enfor cement agencies. 
-- Leade rship in developing new techniques in c rime detection, 
police training, and coordination of law enforcement agencies and 
pe rsonnel . 

More and Better-Trained Police 

No American community, however small , should suffer the ravages of crime 
and violence through lack of skilled manpower to detect and deter it. 

Accordingly, as President, I will propose: 

- - That the Federal Governme nt bear a l arger share of the financial 
burden necessary to expand the numbers of law enforceme nt personnel 



- 2 -

and to ~ssure adequate compe nsation; 
That the Federal Government help recruit , train, and place veterans 
of the armed forces , particularly those in minority g r oups , for 
p~lice and correctional service. 

Ou r local p~lice forces need m~re and better training, particularly 
in new techniques of communications , teamwork, planning and community 
relations. 

According ly, as President, I will propose: 

-- That the Federal· Government greatly expand its programs for 
police training. 
-- That Federal grants be available to States for establishing and 
maintaining Police Training Institutes, including the necessary 
faci.lities , instructional pecsonnel, a:1d payments to TraineE:s. 
-- That the National :Cefense Education Act inc lude special grants 
to universities and t echnical i nst it utes to provide police training 
course and specialized instruction rel ated to cri me prevention and control. 
-- That the Omn ibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 be expanded 
to include grants and scholarships to qualified off ice rs who wish to pursue 
additional training and education. 

I 

Our loca l police forces need more and better training, pa rticularly i n new techniques 
of commun icat ions, teamwork, planning and commu nity relations. 

Accordingly, as President, I will propose: 

--That the Federa l Government greatly expand its programs for police 
training. 
--That Fede ral grants be avai !able to States for establishing and 
maintaining Police Training Institu tes, tncluding the necessary faci 1 ities, 
lnstructiona l personnel, and payme~ts to Trainee s. 
-- That the Nat iona l Defense Educat ion Act incl ude special grants to 
universities and technical in st it utes to provide police tra inin~ cou rses 
and specialized instruction related to crime prevent ion and control. 
-- That the Omnibus Cri me Control. and Safe Streets Act of 1968 b~ expanded 
to include grants and scholarships to qualified officers who wish to . 
pursue additional training and educat ion . 

A well-trained and enlarged police force wi 1 I be able to detect and deter cri mes 
effective ly- - particularly crimes of violence-- only if police officers are brought 
rap idly t o the scene of the crime . 

Accordingly, as President, I will: 

--Prov i de Federa l financial assistance for local police in developing 
communicat ions and all ied techniques that wi 1 I he lp speed policemen to the 
scene of a cri me in the first critical minutes. 

-- Support estab li shme nt of Region a l Cri me laboratori es to bring every 
scientific resource to bear in quicken in g police response and he lpin g to 
so I ve c r i me . 



- 3 -

The effectivene ss of a po lice force depends in large measu re upon it~ rel at ion s with 
the loca l commu nity . Cr ime preven tion must be i ng with each and every citize n. Only 
i f .the ove rwhe l m i~g ~ajor ity of l aw-ab iding ci t i ze ns have a comm i t ment to l aw obser­
vance can there be effect ive Jaw e nfo rcement . 

As Pres ident, I \<Jill propose tha t the Federa l governme nt g ive financia l suppor t to 
local l aw enforcement age nc ies to: 

Develop programs to promote commu nity rel at ions; 
Create f am ily counse li ng serv ices; and 
St imu late part icipation of civi I ians i n a i d i ng l aw enforcement of f icers and 

in dealing with community problems . 

Firea rms Cont rol 

If the states wi 11 not do what must be done to contro l these weapons-- licens i ng 
and reg i stration -- then the Congress must. As a nat ion we must suppor t loca l 
police forces i n combat i ng cri me ; but we must not undercut that effort by continuing 
to condone casua l access to firearms that can be used for cr iminal purposes. 

The Role of the Courts 

Our courts and the ir auxi I iary serv i ces are 
cases brought before them . Severe personne l 
l ead to case backlogs and inord i nate delays . 
re leased or charged with less seriou s cri me s . 

si mp ly unable 
shortages and 
As a result, 

to hand le the great fl ood of 
archaic court admin i stration 
many accused offenders are 

Swi ft and sure ju st ice for the gu ilty and the i nnocent i s essent i a l t o protec t both 
the accused and the commun ity. 

Accordin gly, as President, I will: 

--Propose Fede ral support for t he training and recru i tment of court and othe r 
cri mina l j ust ice personne l. 

Propose Federal ass i stance for reform of lo ca l cri mina l just ice systems .. 
Work cl ose ly wi th conferences of j udges , bar assoc iat io ns ~nd other groups 

to improve our criminal ju st ice system . 
Prov ide l eadersh i p i n reduc i ng the numbe r of persons now processed throu gh the 

cou rts who could j ust ly and effect ively be dive rt ed before and after arrest .to 
priva te and public service agencies . 
--Work to make the cri mina l j ust i c~ syst em of the District of Col umb i ~ , whe re 
the Federal Governme nt has direct j urisd i ct ion , a mode l for t he rest of the nat ion . 

Correct ions 

Rehabilitation of c r imina l s i s not j ust a human ita ri an idea l; it is essential t o 
cri me prevent ion . In the long run, r ehabi 1 i tating offenders i s the most econom ica l 
as well as t he most humane approach to reduc i ng crime . 

As President, I will 

-- Propose Fede ra l ass i stance to 
rehab ili tate convicted offende rs 
-- Prov ide Federa l l e~dersh ip to 

prov ide trained personne l to supervise and 

deve lop drama tical l y different correctiona l 
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i nst i tutions-- sma ll er , more secure institutions, closer to the home 
communit ies of most inmates , and operated in such a way as to build 
br i dges back to commun i ty li fe . 
-- Propose Federal support i n develop i ng a who le range of new i ntensive correct ional 
programs and techn iques which emphas i ze rehabilitat ion and vocat ional 
tra i ni ng to break the cycle which keeps the same offenders pass i ng endless ly 
th rough the revolving door s of our j a il s and prisons. 

The Probl em of Riots 

As we r educe the human mi sery o f our ghettos; estab li sh socia l justice for all 
Amer icans ; and e li minate discriminat ion, we wi 11 sha rply reduce the t hreat of 
riot s born of discontent. Thi s. is our goa l. 

But as we seek solutions to these p rob l ems, we cannot tolerate l aw lessness and riots. 
However great t he gr ievance we must f ace the fact that every riot i s unlawful. 

We will not el iminate i njustice by creat i ng new i njustice-- the i njustice of viol ence . 

• . • I have proposed the estab lis hment of Counc ils of Civi 1 Peace i n our s tates 
and citi es , to fin d new ways to prevent rio ts and similar vi o lence , to a ir grievances 
peacefu lly, and to he lp alleviate cond iti ons that contribute to ri ot in g, and to 
coordinate all State and loca l lm-J enforcement ·agenc ies and personnel when and if 
riots occur. 

As Presi dent , 

- - I wi 11 direct that units of the Nat iona l Guard in each state be given add iti onal 
tra ining in riot contro i, t eamwork , and planning , and that sma ll , hi gh l y-trained un i ts 
be kept on continual alert, as long as necessary , for use by any commun ity for short-
t erm se rvice . 

·o rganized Cri me 

Orga~ i zed cri me i s a nat iona l · probl em . The Fede ra l Government must come to grips 
with i t. 

Accordin gly, as Pres i dent, I will: 

-- Increase the pe rsonne l of the Departme nt of Justice 's Organ i zed Cri me 
and Racketeer in g Section . 
--Expand the success ful "stri ke-force" concept , recent ly adopted by this 
Adminis tration , where invest i gatave teams from many Federal agencies work as 
a unit with Federa l prosecu tors i n a metropo lit an area . 

--Organi ze and coordinate an examinat ion of leg iti mate businesses con troll ed by 
organ i zed cri me by ut ili z in g t he twenty-f ive or more Federa l regulatory and 
admini strat ive agenc ies that have re l evant j ur isdiction. 
--Attack the narcot ics problem-- distinguishing between t hose unfortunate 
peop l e who are the vic t ims of drug addict ion and those cri minals who wou l d 
exp lo i t drug addict ior for their own prof it - particularly t he dope pedd l er who 

se ll s his me rchand ise to t he young. 
- -E stab lis h a spec i a l nat iona l- state narcot ic s cont rol and enfo rcement p rogram 
with t he Fede ral government prov i ding at least 75% of t he ·tota l co~t. 

He canno t fight cri me effectiv'e ly if we are saddled wi th th e misconcept ion that 
cri me resu lt s from aggress ion by one race -- white or b lack - - aga i nst t he other . 
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This is general ly not so. Stat istic s hard f igures-- show that c r ime s comm i tted by 
a member of one race aga inst a membe r of anothe r compr i se a sma ll percentage of the 
tota 1. 

Cri me in city after city particularly cri me involving viol ence -- i s overwhe lmingly 
concentrated in the acts of members of each race against one anothe r. 

We must comm it ourselves to protecting the fund amen t a l hu man right to live-- to 
be secure in one's pe rson; to be fr ee from in timidation ; and to be protected against 
cri me and viol ence . 

We must also comm it ourselves to make life worth li ving for every Ame rican . 

Excerpts from "Order & Justice" sta tement 
Released 25 August 1968 



A BLUEPRINT FOR ORDER AND JUSTICE 

Thirty-five years ago, Franklin Roosevelt said to America: 
11 The only thing we have to fear is fear itself." 

Today we face the problem of crime, and fear is again the 
enemy. 

* * * 
This is a time for an honest, clear discussion of the 

issues -- of crtme, of its causes and control. of order, of 
justice. 

This ia .D.Q.t a time for more fear-mongering, slogans or 
empty promises. These tactics ean only lead to national disaster. 

* * * 
It is time to commit our national resources to deal with 

this national problem. 
X am releasing today a comprehensive report by my Task 

Foree on Order a.nd Justice which contains 84 specific recom­
mendations for oombattinq, controlling and eliminating ertme, 
and fostering equal justice in the united States. 

The report recognizes three basic prineiples1 
first, We urgently need vigorous Federal support of State 

and loeal law enforcement, and the President must give strong, 
decisive leadership to this national mobilization • 

.§.eeond. Our ac:tion aqainst crime must not jeopardize hard­
won liberties of our citizens or our tradition of State and 
local control of law •nforcement activities. 

a2lirSf. we must not only prevent crime, but we must also 
aim at removing the econ~dic and social conditions which con­
tribute to it. 

* * * 
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I will support our local police, not with slogans and bumper 
stickers, but with leadership and Federal resources, including 
money -- money desperately needed for higher salaries ana more 
personnel and for better training and quipment. 

* * * 
The basie thrust of the report is this: 
To make our streets safer and our law enforcement more 

effective, we need a general mobilization of all parts of the 
community to battle crime on a broad front, from the institutions 
that must contend with it to the social problems that are its 
breeding ground. 

As President, I would lead such a mobilization against 
crime -- and I am confident the American people would suppo~t 
such an all-out attack. 

Let me be very clear on the meaning of this report. Its 
judgments are my judgments. Its reco:mnutndations are my reeom­
mendations, and as President, I will seek to implement them. 

I am the only candidate for President who has supervised 
a local police force. I am the only candidate for President 
who has cleaned up a city -- driven out the criminals and 
racketeers -- and received the F.B.I. award for effective law 
enforcement. As Mayor of Minneapolis, I fought crime ••• and 
won. I intend to do the same thing as President of the United 
States. 

Excerpts from Statement 
of S~ptember 16. 1968 
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"If ,.;e '\·:ant civil order '\·Te must recognize the civil ri ght of every citizen in this 

nation to have enough to eat .. 

"If He vmnt civil order 11e must recogniz e t he civil right of every Ameri can to earn 

a living . 

"The idea of guaranteeing decent jobs to everybody v:ho will vmrk at them makes 

sense -- Hith private employers providing job opportunities to the fullest extent 

possible , and v1ith t he govern.ment making vrhatever b ack-up or fj_nancing arrangEilllents 

are necessary . 

"If He want civil order vle must recognize the civil right to a full education -- from 

age four on through college -- and t he civil right to grovT up in a decent home and 

neigh'Qorhood ." 

ExRRnpnsn~n~fipaRnkx±o 

xkHR National Press Club ~~~ 
Hashington, D. C. 
June 20, 1968 

"Hhen .you ask Negro-.!.JUericans and Spanish -Americans , among others , to risk and 

give their lives for their buddies and their country, they will not -- and should 

not -- be expected to move to the back of the opportunity bus when they come honie ." 

Democratic Regional Conferen ce 
Dallas, Texas 
February 9, 1968 



HUl!J.AN RIGH'I'S 

These are somber and difficult times -- times ill-suited to exaggerated rhetoric 
or traditional cmrrpaign appeals. 

He must look frankly and openly at our problems . And T.tle must be equally candid 
in presenting our thoughts on hovr these problems can be resolved . 

These are decidely not the times for silence or evasion or artfully constructed appeals 
to fears or emotion-.--

How·ever great the temptation, . ho1·rever attractive the short-run gains, the dangers 
of anything l ess than complete forthrightness are too grave to cow1tenance . 

It is in this spirit that I l ay before you my convictions on the choice which confronts 
the American people in this Presidential election . 

The choice is simply this : Shall we -- as a nation -- move for;mrd tmvard one society 
of opportunity and justice, or shall ';re abandon this commi tment out of fear and 
prejudice and move instead tQi'Tard a fractured and separated society -- black against 
T.trhi te; rich against poor; comfortable against left-out? 

It is my belief that the modern movement for human rights in America is one cont ­
inous struggle, that it is still going on, and that fLr us to survive as a free 
nation, it must continue . 

For about a quarter of a century, our nation has been making steady 
equal treatment under l mr and social opportunity for all Ameri cans . 
decade , i t has been rapid progress. 

progress tmrard 
In the l ast 

Think hm-1 far He have come in the past generation in civil rights al one : the ~-rartime 
FEPC; t he desegregation of the armed forces; the adoption of a strong civil rights 
plank at the 1948 Democratic Convention; the Trv~an civil rights program; the 
1954 Supreme Court decision outlm·ring legal segregation; the l'11ontgomery bus boycott; 
the 1957 e.nd 1960 Civil Rights Acts; the sit-ins movement; the freedom rides; the 
Voters ' Education ProJect; the comprehensive 1964 Civil Rights Act; the Voting Rights 
Act; the Civil Rights Act of. 1968 . 

TI1ere has been historic progress in li~cing the l evel of health , of education, of 
housing for every Arnerican . Not enough progress , but nonetheless historic progress . 

Seen in the perspective of history , and of the perennial problems of humans living together 
this quarter century of American progress has been one of mankind 's great stories . 

It has been too slow . 

It came very l ate . 

But it did come . 

It came in a lm-rful and non-violent '!tray . 
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Until no1·1, 'IT e have been movi ng steadily forward -- mak~ng progr e ss under lm-1 toget her, 
Republiccms and 'nemocre.ts, bla ck and 'Hh i te, rich and poor . The North united 'ITi t h 
a gro'lring p art of t he South -- in f a.ct, slmrl y and steadily all Americans increas i ngly 
pulled together ; · 

But no'\·T in 1968 , there comes a crossroads: A dangerous election, a hazardous national 
choice . 

Opponents and some who '11ere once supporters of the movement for equal rights and 
social opportunity novr disdainfully 1·rri te it off. Some Americans of all races , creeds 
and colors , l ook upon that movement as finished - - maybe even as a failure . 

Of course , t he movement for equal rights must noH change . 

The old objective \vas to use the law to strike d01tffi l egal barriers . 

The neH objective is to build real equality, especially in the city s l ums and pockets 
of rural poverty 1vhich still exist . 

This new objective is harder . 

At the same time - - l argely because of the success, not the failur~,of the older 
movement -- it has become much more urgent . 

For years I have defended the cause of hwnan rights against reactionaries and extremists 
of the Right . Novr , I defend it against extremism of both Left and Right . 

I defend the purposes and methods of the human rights movement not because they 
are ' moderate ' or ' gradual ' or ' compromise ' - - not because they represent a ' slmrer ' 
way than some other alternative - - but because they are the only alternative . 

He must move 1·1i th the greatest possible speed and energy - - fonraBd . 

My disagreement 1·ri th black extremists is not that they v1ant to go ' fast ' and I want 
t o go ' s l ovr ' but that I don 't think their direction is fonrard . 

Gr abbing guns , thrm·ring fire bombs , cy-nically discrediting America ' s institutions 
and i nsisting on racial epithets is not progress - - nor vrill any of this l ead to 
p rogress . 

I be l ieve the majority o f Americans knoVT that their propserity and their s ecurity do 
not depend upon these things being ·denied to others. 

We c annot deny the full-privileges of c itizenship to any group in our midst - - e speciall y 
after that g-.coup has been r ightly ai•Takened to those privileges unl ess vre are 
t hen prepared to hold that group dovm by force and repression . 

Force and r epression breed more force and represssion . We know they offer no. l ong 
t erm -- onl y short term -- ans1·1ers . 

Beyond this , every single c i tizen in this country has a stake in the human dignity and 
f ull productivity of every other citizen . 

He must ask ourselves : T,·fnich costs l ess -- on the one hand crime , delinquency , -vrelfarism, 
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unemployment and pent-up emotion in our people? Or, on the other hand , positive, 
constructive programs to build opportunity for every American? 

Make no mistake about it : All of us have a stake in the economic betterment of 
all Americans . It is our dollars-and-cents self-interest to get this done . 

Decent education is almost the only road to a decent job. 

Decent jobs, in turn, are almost· the only way that a society has to provide the means 
for betterment through self-help . 

We must be willing to help provide the education . . . the jobs . . . the economic 
opportunities that form the base on vrhich everything else must be built. 

That is t he economic aspect of vrhat 1-re face . 

But there is an even more i mport ant aspect. It is the moral aspect . 

We must r ealize that ,,,e are living at the threshold of a 1wrld-vride revolution to1·rard 
human emancipation . 

Either -vre lead this revolution peacefully , or we shall be inundated by its coming 
wave. 

This revolution is nothing l ess in truth than the revolution begun in our or.m country 
by Thomas Jefferson . It is our r evolution . 

And it is our obligation that it shall be carried fon1ard th:rough democratic , peaceful 
processes and not fall victim to those Hho 1-10uld make it just one more of history ' s 
promising false starts . 

He must create social opportunity in America because it is right and because it is 
what this country is all about . 

I -vrould prefer to have been right , and to have spoken in this cause during the 
. campait,-n , than I 1wuld prefer to be silent and vrin the Presidency . · 

I therefore intend to make this election a referndum on human rights qnd oppo:rtunity 
i n America . 

I i ntend to lay before the American people the things we must do together in t erms 
of jobs, education, housing, income maintenance , and health care to avoid the 
fate of separatism and division . 

I intend to give the /.merican people a clea:r and conscious choice about 1·1hich direction 
\·Te are to travel in the years ahead . 

I believe Ame:ricar. citizens do not vrant to l ive in a l and vrhere every man fears hj_s 
neighbor . 

This nation has a great moderate majority ':Tithin it . 

Tnat vast pre~onderance of the people bel ieve neither in racism and repression, nor 
fu revol ution and riot . 

They ':7ant to e:>..'tend to every man equal treatment -- and they ,,rant to cio it peacefully and l ai·rfully . 
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I bcliev~ t hat great moderate mo.jori ty uill prevail. 

I believe He shall face our moment of truth and come t hrough on the other side : 
One nation, under God, still indivisible, 1·ri th a renevred devotion to l iberty and to justice for all . 

Excerpts from a Speech 
before B' Nai B' Rith 
Washington , D. C. 
September 8, 1968 



PRIVATE & CONFIDENTIAL 

My fellow Americans, I speak to you tonight on the subject which 
is uppermost in our hearts, minds and consciences--Vietnam. I 
speak to you ... as an individual ... as a citizen .. as a leader of 
the Democratic Party ... as a candidate. 

As I said to you in accepting my party's nomination for highest 
office, "the necessity for peace in Vietnam" is the "first reality 
that confronts this nation." 

The President has been faced in Vietnam with some of the most 
painful decisions any President has had to make. I participated 
in many of the discussions preceding these decisions. I heard 
the arguments on both sides of close issues that torment men's 
souls. I stated my own views to the President. 

From this experience, I have come to appreciate fully two simple 
facts: the key decisions must finally be the President's alone, 
and any President in these times bears awesome responsibility. 
The decisions which must be made between now and January 20th 
will properly continue to be the President's. 

Once made, I have supported the President's decisions. I say this 
in the full knowledge that these are issues on which good and 
reasonable men disagree now and in the past. 

But there is no disagreement in our longing for peace, our longing 
for the conditions which will permit American soldiers to come 
home, our longing for the time when youth and resources can be 
devoted to the vitally urgent tasks here at home and not to the 
cruel processes of war. 

It is my fervent hope that during the remainder of his term in 
office President Johnson will achieve the peace we all desire and 
to which he has dedicated his energies. Through patient and firm 
policies that he has pursued, I believe already we have seen the 
strategic balance in Asia beginning to tilt in our favor. On 
March 31 he took a long step in that direction by cutting back the 
bombing to the Southern portion of North Vietnam which serves as 
the Communist staging area for the battlefield. And he removed 
himself from politics to give the search for peace his undivided 
attention. I know you will join my prayer tonight that this 
effort will lead to peace. 

But if peace is not achieved by noon January 20th, a new President 
must make peace his first priority. There will be new decisions 
by new leadership. 

Neither Mr. Nixon nor I will be President for the next four 
months. The issue in this campaign is not what Mr. Nixon or I 
would do about Vietnam today. It is not what either of us have 
said about Vietnam in the past, for both the war and negotiations 
present an ever changing scene. 
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The real question is what each of us would do about Vietnam as 
President. 

Neither of us would permit a camouflaged surrender, a unilateral 
withdrawal, or an abdication of our commitment to self-determina­
tion for the people of South Vietnam. 

Neither of us would undermine the position of our negotiators at 
Paris by indicating now or next year any weakening of American 
will. 

But neither of us should be content to stand on these generalities. 
No candidate can be silent on an issue of this importance to the 
Republic. 

I have decided to speak out on these questions tonight in order 
that the American people may know how I propose to meet this 
agonizing problem if entrusted with the nation's leadership next 
January. 

No candidate has the right to expect the confidence and support 
of the American people if he remains silent, or resorts only to 
generalities. 

I pledge to you again, my fellow citizens, if elected I shall do 
everything within my power and energies to make the peace nego­

t iations succeed and to bring a prompt and honorable end to this 
terrible war. 

In my view our Vietnam policies should always be based on two 
basic but often forgotten principles which the American people 
can support with pride and morality: 

--United States troops are fighting in South Vietnam today in 
accordance with treaty obligations only because North Vietnamese 
forces were sent there to impose Hanoi's will on the South Viet­
namese people by extending aggression; and 

--The future of South Vietnam should be determined only by the 
people of South. Vietnam. 

From these fundamental principles, important considerations for 
the future follow: 

First. The heart of any peace settlement must be the withdrawal 
of all external forces from South Vietnam. If the North Vietnamese 
are willing to withdraw their forces from South Vietnam and 
neighboring Laos and Cambodia, where they have no right to be, our 
troops can and should return home at the same time. This process 
need not be lengthy. The withdrawals could begin and end simul­
taneously on an agreed schedule which would give neither side an 
unfair advantage. 
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Agreement on mutual withdrawal could be the key to peace in South 
Vietnam. If such an agreement can be reached, I would favor an 
immediate cease fire to assist orderly troop withdrawals. The 
twin goals of mutual withdrawal and cease fire would be given 
highest precedence in a Humphrey Administration. 

Second. After withdrawal of external forces, what happens among 
the South Vietnamese is fundamentally their business, not ours. 
As the Democratic platform stated: "We want no bases in South 
Vietnam, no continued military presence and no political role in 
Vietnamese affairs. If and when the Communists understand our 
basic commitment and limited goals and are willing to take their 
chances, as we are, on letting the choice of the post-war govern­
ment of South Vietnam be determined freely and peacefully by all 
the South Vietnamese people, then the bloodshed and the tragedy 
can stop." 

That the South Vietnamese should determine their own future is, 
after all, what the war is all about. 

Peace depends on a settlement acceptable to the people of South 
Vietnam. We have no more right than Hanoi to impose a settlement 
on South Vietnam or to negotiate the future of the sixteen million 
South Vietnamese people. 

But the converse of this proposition is equally true. To establish 
a durable peace the Government of South Vietnam is going to have 
to find appropriate ways to bring dissident South Vietnamese 
elements in the National Liberation Front and the Viet Cong into 
its political processes. All of the people of South Vietnam 
should be entitled to have a voice in the peaceful determination 
of their country's future. One man, one vote must be a constant 
goal. 

Clearly we must encourage our allies in Saigon to face up to this 
problem and to put out the necessary communications of reconcilia­
tion to their countrymen that will assure the broadest base for 
South Vietnam's post-war government. 

Just as clearly we will not permit Hanoi to resolve this problem 
for South Vietnam; nor should we attempt to do so. 

No Presidential candidate can guarantee he will succeed in the 
search for peace. He can only pledge his best efforts and make 
clear his objectives. 

What if Hanoi refuses a fair plan for mutual withdrawal? What if 
it insists on continuing its persistent efforts to determine by 
force the future of South Vietnam? 
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If this proves to be the case, our involvement in the war will 
continue longer than any of us wish or desire. But such an 
eventuality does not mean we should abandon our objectives or 
that they are unattainable later. Nor does it mean that we cannot 
bring horne some of our troops in the near future and reduce U.S. 
troop combat involvement as the South Vietnamese continue to 
improve their own military position. 

As President Kennedy stated shortly before his death, primarily 
the defense of South Vietnam must be the responsibility of the 
South Vietnamese. I made this point in 1964 and again in 1965 
in asserting that in the long run it is their future which is at 
stake. We and others are there as allies to assist them to repel 
external aggression. Because of early political chaos, because 
of the difficulties of past South Vietnamese governments in 
gaining wide support of the people despite the huge majority who 
have consistently opposed rule by Hanoi, and because we have 
faced a determined adversary, it has fallen to the lot of the 
United States to do much more of the fighting than we would have 
wished or chosen. 

Let me say bluntly that had we not done so, the South Vietnamese 
never would have had a chance to survive. 

But the situation has been gradually improving. Broad-based 
constitutional and political processes have developed. As a 
result of strenuous actions taken by us to improve training their 
performance in battle has grown steadily. New self-confidence 
and pride is evident in their leadership. We gave the South 
Vietnamese a chance to survive. I believe they are taking ad­
vantage of it. 

It must be the policy of the new Administration to do everything 
in its power to speed these processes. 

~' The GovernW£ of South Vietnam must expedite all political, eco-
nomic and social reforms essential to building support at horne. 

This includes a higher priority for land reform, more resources 
to alleviate the suffering of refugees, and constant governmental 
pressure against inflation and corruption. Our commitment to 
economic assistance and development will help. 

The South Vietnamese armed forces must take over more and more 
of the fighting. I believe the South Vietnamese accept and welcome 
these growing responsibilities. They should and must. And we 
have the right to insist upon it. 
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I wish to emphasize with utmost seriousness the South Vietnamese 
can and must increase their role in their own defense. They 
have the resources and the manpower to do so. They also have the 
will. We cannot and should not be expected to do the job for 
them. We will not do so. With terrible sacrifices we have 
proven the seriousness of our commitment to freedom. They must 
prove still further the seriousness of theirs. 

Deamericanization of the war can and must be made a present 
reality, not just a future goal. 

(MORE) 
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It is because of South Vietnamese progress already made and further 
possible progress which we must insist on that I believe we can look 
forward to the gradual but substantial reduction of US forces starting 
in 1969. 

It would be unwise today to state publicly an exact timetable for such 
reduction or its extent. No man can foresee the circumstances which 
will prevail by early next year. But I can promise that my admin­
istration will do everything in its power to bring about such action. 

Based on our best assessment of South Vietnamese capabilities to 
increase its own defenses I intend soon after taking office, to meet 
with the leaders of the Republic of Vietnam to discuss and arrange 
a realistic schedule for U.S. troop reductions. The schedule must 
be a realistic one; one that would not weaken the overall allied 
defense posture if Saigon improved its own posture as it would then 
be in a position to do. I am convinced such action would be as much 
in their interest as in ours. 

Let me be clear that what I am proposing contains no encouragement 
for Hanoi in its aggression. Overall allied defense posture will 
remain every bit as strong and effective as it is today. What I am 
proposing is that it should be basic to our policy in Vietnam that 
the South Vietnamese take over more and more of the defense of their 
country. And this can and should make possible the reduction of US 
forces. That will be the immediate objective of the Humphrey 
administration as we seek to end this war. 

In the timing of a gradual reduction of US forces before settlement 
is reached, we would not lose sight of our primary goals of improving 
the chances of a successful negotiation between the US and Hanoi on 
the basis of the mutual withdrawal of all of our forces and all of 
theirs, and of encouraging the South Vietnamese, including those 
now fighting with the Viet Cong, to settle their differences 
peacefully. 

* * * * 
With respect to the cessation of bombing of North Vietnam, let me 
say simply this. This is peculiarly a Presidential decision. 
Whether or not such action is possible depends on the President's 
own overall determination, as Commander-in-Chief, as to whether 
Hanoi would seek to take military advantage of it. Obviously this 
involves a balancing of all of the risks. 

No one should expect the President to cease bombing at a time when, 
in his best judgment, the lives of our men would thereby be placed 
in greater danger. But the objective of the United States Government 
is to find an early acceptable way to stop the bombing as soon as 
this will lead to peace. 



-7-

No one can now predict what the situation will be in January. As 
President I would stop the bombing if I believed the overall balance 
of risks was acceptable. 

Clearly we must always think of the protection of our men in the field. 
But we are also engaged in peace negotiations and if stopping the 
bombing could lead to success in the negotiations, thus shortening 
the war, that would be the best form of protection for all Americans 
in South Vietnam. 

In weighing the risks of cessation as President I would place key 
importance on evidence--direct or indirect, by deed or word--of 
Communist willingness to restore the demilitarized status of the DMZ. 
I would be prepared to issue the necessary stop bombing orders if it 
were reasonable to assume that demilitarization of the DMZ would 
follow. Of course the North Vietnamese would not be free to take 
other actions inconsistent with serious peace talks, but we would 
be willing to rely on our own good and sufficient means of meeting 
other risks. 

I believe one must be prepared to 1 take risks for peace. But I have 
learned too that the responsibility of the Commander-in-Chief for the 
safety of his men in the field is a heavy burden. It is one thing to 
give advice and another to have the responsibility for final decision. 

Many of you will remember the plaque on President Harry Truman's 
desk which read: "The buck stops here.'' This simple phrase captures 
the essence of what it means to be President of the United States. 

In a Humphrey-Muskie Administration, we would make the decisions . 
we would propose the policies of this government--both foreign and 
domestic ... and we would accept full responsibilitt&. for these 
decisions. ~--

If you honor me as your choice for President, I will dedicate every 
effort and resource at my command to bring about the early peace 
for which we yearn. It will be a peace in which the peoples of 
South Vietnam and the other non-Communist countries of Southeast 
Asia continue to have the essential freedoms for which we have paid 
such an enormous price in blood and treasure. The quest for peace 
will be my foremost preoccupation, and I will approach the task in 
accordance with the principles and policies I have outlined to you 
this evening. 

In less than six weeks, the American people must choose their next 
President. This will be a fateful decision--one which should be 
made only after the most forthright discussion of the issues now 
facing this country. 

Mr. Nixon, I am prepared to debate the question of achieving a 
lasting peace in Southeast Asia. 

I am, Mr. Nixon, prepared to debate the other great questions of peace, 
particularly the question of controlling the nuclear arms race--an area 
where there is substantial disagreement between us. 
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I am prepared to debate all major questions--foreign and domestic-­
which have been raised in this campaign. 

The stakes are too high--the risks are too great--to withhold from 
the American people their opportunity to hear the candidates for the 
Presidency debate these issues. 

Mr. Nixon, where do you stand? 

In all of this, the question of peace will remain paramount. As I 
said in my acceptance speech: " ... the search for peace is not 
for the timid or the weak, it must come from a nation of high purpose-­
firm without being belligerent, resolute without being bellicose, 
strong without being arrogant. And that's the kind of America that 
will help build the peace." 

This is my pledge to you. 

Thank you and goodnight. 



Statement by Hubert H. Humphrey 

THE RIGHT TO TRAINING AND A MEANINGFUL JOB 

The accelerating ~chang~technology and the 

imminent approach of a trillion-dollar economy will require 

more workers and more training, retraining and upgrading of 

skills than ever before. As the economy continues its impres-

s.ive performance under the "new economics" of Democratic 

Administrations, 
) 

the upgrading at ~ll 
J 

. ., 
(:' {. r. ~~ ''- I 

skill 1-e-vels will ,. 

adequately protect those displaced by changing technology and 

prepare young and old alike for the greater work opportunities 

ahead. 

America will have full employment in the Humphrey-Muskie 

· Administration. 

We are committed to assure the right of the American 

worker to earn a good living, to support his family in 

security, to contribute to the American economy and to gain 
• 

f •·¢A.I'~~ .. <:> 

the dignity of work worth doing. 1we need notAsacrifice the 
~,_'":--· -., 

American worker on the altar of price stability. Mr. Nixon 

and his disputing advisers are totally confused on this vital 

issue. 

I know that price stability and full employment are 
j · '{u, ~t /~i.t . ,.,~ .:.~~"~' cC d." .·tc .~ .;z , 

compatible . - ~,\We were far along towa rd achieving those twin 
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~J 

imperatives when the war started the price rise. And I hav~ 
~-::r- . I 

propose¢! a specific action program to as sure both..- - f t.--i(, 1 ,._;~/~(,;., -,. 
(Ut!.-'tcvl t~.-a .. "' 'Ve-t 1'- · 

In the Humphrey-Muskie Administration, there will be no 

return to the recurrent Republican recessions of the l950'sy ~ 

to the insecurity of excessive and ever-threatening joblessness. 

I - .J! C,{ 'J..L. ; '" ·~-..__,: 
~1960 after eight years of Nixon-Republica~\ stumbling, the 

American worker faced a serious unemployment problem. 
· ' 

By the end of the 1950's the Ame ric~~ had 

suffered three serious recessions .~~1:gtcttaar:ezo-f 
_.....r-; ' 

I. r .J w r.Au." ~­~~~under a Republican A~ministration.~~s chances 

o~~-~~~ced out of work ha~ -d~~~-1~ 

<He might hav;-;;~ n -~m;~g --t·h~~e three million 

additionally_ unemployed Americans -- the unlucky 
(},,.y·/- / , -~ - ' \ /r:.t-1 to., Lc. :.u 11 

legion forced off the job rolls because of;\ economic 

stagnation. 

The labor force rose 7 million under the Nixon-

Republican policies but jobs were provided for only 

4 million, leaving 3 million more weary and willing 

workers looking for jobs that didn't exist. Instead 

of work, there was a long wait in front of the unemploy-

ment office ~:i:-fl'3b for a shrunken check 

I 41 ·.· ' (, A • ' ( ' ( ...{. '- vj 

H@===orii±g-ht _h ave-J)eB.n . one- ef-~·e~workers ·WPP 

from the state. 

moved to 
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;c "'"·/- f{. ._t.J ,( .t-.JC.:./.-. (-~-
find~ better job .. ~-~t- whereve'r "·'"he-we-n-t-he ~ound t..:~><-~1 

fot, :_t ·1..{ l/l,.{,~ ;')c{w.aZ"ur. - - /0--v.t.-'-- kt::= ~tr:-~ r .t:tfe-'~ar.ne 4:l:dng _..::::::--,!.. ·WgA$ 'S Unemployment, ~-,.,.no==l~~ 
/ . A ·- -

Ra7tJY~~ 
This sorry record was not good enough for the American 

over the last eight years: 

.. -~, The rise in total output (the real gross na tioJ?al 
,/.)<,,;. i--jl..J. -n:?Jf -/: .. A,j...d, C~(~< --r:f 

product) from 1960-1968 was=two=and~one- a~~~imes_ 

-~1..- ·, k~, , iz.- · ict· · -as-~~-::a:s..-=Clur-i_n<}:::t-h)?1 Nixon-Republican years L-,.,. -t. 1 C.-:--c, ~ . 
// Jc.ct. f c.-t1-.,~ · 

_ _ Eight million persons were added to the,. ~.<;_bor :?rce •. t-. 1 1'/(/cJ -t f 
-~~{t/'!.L . ..i..ci,;;~.:> 

but· we provided 10 million new jobs, pro~~&ing work for 

2 million formerly unemployed. 

The number of Americans out of work has been cut in 

half. The unemployment rate is now down to 3.5 per-

cent, the lowest level in 15 years, ---~bo~~~e--- ~~IC~~ 

~f-~e-Re-ptt-b-3:--±-cans--pa s-sed- on-to- PrFs1ae-n t:Kehneay i n-

1'961. • 

_,.. _. Now when an American worker moves into a new area·, a 

job is waiting for him because 90 percent of those . ./~ . / / ' } . . ' ' .. t~ri,Z.-~ c. ... {t:. .• •--;3 ,. '-<t. '" t-: -ct.> ; .. . i::-t.U<c•;,: '/~...~, --~ 
areas classified as "distressed · ~ ,are no longer in that .it 
ca·tegory. 
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What has this meant to the American worker? 

More Americans are at work than ever before. Their wages 

are higher than ever before. The real purchasing power --

after taxes and after adjusting for price changes -- *·~ '1 . 
(l.&/1 {i.k._.vd'- ·1c..t-·A 

~i~ap is now one-third hlgher,than at the start of 1961 • .... ~ /) ., . I :.JJ ,:c.ia {, tt ~ .: .. .. W d7/u__,._,__ During the Nixon
1
lyears the rise was aboot~one-fourth as much 

$177 per capita increase under the Republicans and $711 under 

the Democrats, both in 1968 prices. 

And more Americans are protected by Federal minimum wage 

laws than ever before. Nearly 14 million more workers have 

be~n brought under the minimum wag~ laws for the first time 

and there have been four increases in the minimum wage rate. 

These gains were not won easily. They were achieved 

despite the overwhelming opposition of most of the Republican 

Party. In the 1930's, 90 percent of Mr. Nixon's Party voted 

against the 25-cent minimum wage. As a Congressman, Mr. Nixon 

voted to deprive one million American workers of the protection 

of the Minimum Wage Act. Mr. Nixon felt 

wage was too high. ~t _ i: - ~ow $1.60. 
tt;J,(,j "'- ~ ~~- ,, 

and 90 percent of hisAParty agreed. 

He 

that a $1.25 minimum 
f£;..~~ { 1.-d.tv._( 

called ~~ extf eme 

We have done more than maintain~~ a full employment .... / 
policy. This Administration h a s emba rke d upon a wholly new 
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manpower development policy to prqvide training, education 

and area development; to prepare and enable every person 

phy-s-i-ea-Hy-, -me-n-t-a-l-1y-a-nd-emot±ancr~ capable of performing 

productive work to do so; to match workers with unfilled 

demands for labor. These efforts have borne fruit. 

Since the 1960 1 s, several million Americans have received 
.!Jt-i.L t "'1 .--J//, 1-t'-t.Z' ' .. 

work training under federally financed programs; se.vera-1- 1=-imes-

ctft~~qm~! have received a variety of services relati~g to ?- .t:' ..,.. ~· 

employment preparation or job location. 

Among the most promising programs is the National 

Alliance of Businessmen JOBS program -- a unique business-

government partnership to provide jobs and training for the 

hard-core unemplo~e. I have worked closely with this pro-

gram since its inception. We have enlisted America•s top 

businessmen in this effort. Their energy and commitment have 

made it a success. 

In less than 10 months, the National Alliance has secured 

pledges for 175,000 jobs, which exceeds the initial first 

year goal by 75,000 jobs. And, with nine months to go, 

75,000 people are already on the job. 

There is 
{n e//Jt v u.'e!ct-':-ur f-er_ 

no cause ~Wl3~_.C9mpla_ce.J1E ·I ;Phere is still 

unemployme nt and underemployme nt in America. It is concentrated 
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heavily among those least prepared to cope with work of 

increasing complexity -- new workers, black and white, in 

our depressed rural areas and city slums. 

I have seen the slums of America -- urban and rural. I 

have seen the despair, the alienation, the self-deprecation 

even the hatred -- of those deprived of opportunity to ~ 

what others have in apparent abundance. 

/c.,. "' rf;"'-'tt.v§ 
that some 3.3 million poor families w~t~----The fact is 

/~ t~t<· it.tt..,Ccd ~{Jl·~~~-~.-J t.:~~ 
- 72 percent of (all poor families -- ~ worked 

full or part-time but could not earn enough to escape poverty. 

We need their labor full-time. Given expansive and 

sound economic policies in the 1970's and a realistic corn-

. . . 
rnitrnent of national resources to meet our national priorities, 

:.z= _i h .... ~ -z-.~-<-; I;\ A.. / < (_{ .. ··<..! •/1 c-c-:.. L· z-; . . · -3 
GB;C ~Qe-BQ:C.-l-e t-Gf--,_.t.-ft.e~.-£-B-t=u-re-7'];S not one wi t.h fewer 

jobs, enforced leisure, an automated, robot society with mass~/ 

unemployment !~ec:t1fe/COhtt:an..¥•--:± b' -is'-:6ne with great demands J ~- z;: .... 

..___ ---~ . 
for qualified people to produce the goods and services needed 

to improve the quality of life for a rapidly growing populatio:; 

The task ahead is to put an end to the paradox of unrnet 

needs and underused manpower. 

And, we must extend training and skill development 

opportunities to all workers who need them. The rate of 
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skill obsolescence due to technological progress is accelerating. 

The chance to develop new skills, to keep pace with change and 

technology must be assured to all who could b e nefit from it. 

This is our commitment -- assured employment and training 

employme nt pr oblems lies in strengthe ning and expanding 

private sector efforts to employ the unemploye d and more 

fully utilize the skills of the unde remployed. Expe rience 

demonstrate s that wi th gove r nme nt support industry can pro-

vide the on-the-job training and job oppor tunities nee d e d to 

employ the hard-core. 

I would strengthe n and expa nd the successful National 
~---.... --

7 

Alliance of Busine s sme n program. I pro po s e that the NAB Lf;v:;_.,,_j ·.C· 
. . , (, 1 

vru :IZr...: lv: C:: ~ h1 fi .J. S"l' . :$-.. ~.:~ f-.3?:5( LL~V:.C, t;;-lt-1 (?--c 
" .move immediately from ' On-ly the, f l.r s t '"l CJ. r qest \Cities-:i-nto ..,.~ --- ~ '- '1\ / 

...-t~~e0rid.?-5cr l a r ges t ci ties .1 where there are an estimated ·, 7 / ( I\ 
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125,000 hard-core unemployed . With full government support, 
.,l-f/ LlU;, · k£·~ \ 

thisAcan be accomplished in one year. 

Second, I would expand jQb_Q~ortunities in the public 

sector. A major expansion of public services education, 

health, parks and recreation, water services, highway main-

tenance, police and fire protection, pollution control and 

sanitation -- is clearly needed. At the same time, our 

. • 
depressed urban and rural areas have accumulated an enormous 

backlog of unused and underused manpower. These two must be 

matched. 

·1 . ~he p~-~~-rams which I have proposed 
~u~ftL, (\. ~~l / 

.. Yo"""~;ry-d-:;our]?i-t:tes, expanded efforts 

the Marshall Plan 

to improve education, 

health, housing, law enforceme nt and the environment -- will 

go far to bridge this gap. 

But these . programs will take time to mount. And, some 

of the hard-core unemployed may not be able to participate --

even after training. 

To meet this problem and to enable our state and local 

governments to meet their public service responsibilities, 

I propose an Emergency Public Sector Employment Act, under 

which the Federal Governme nt would finance a major part of 

providing unskilled jobs with state, local or private non-

profit agencies. Training would be provided under this program, 
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so that participants will be able to move on to private or 

regular public employment. 

Third, job training and skill development opportunities 

must be made available for all workers who could benefit. All 

adult family heads under age 65 should be entitled to receive 

training to develop ne w skills or update present abilities. 

This is not a relief program or a special program for the poor. 

. . 
It is an economic program geared to fuller and more effective 

utilization of all persons in the labor force and for maximum 

performance of the economy. 

The Adult Opportunity Act proposal in my Education 

Position Paper will substantially expand skill development 

and training opportunities. Expanding the Manpower De velopment 

Training Act will be necessary, as well. 

To enable more workers to take advantage of these and 

other opportunities, I propose strengthe ning the unemployment 

insurance system, a supplementary training program for 

unemployed family heads unde r 65 who have not been covered by 

unemployme nt compensation and incr eased training allowances. 

Fourth, we must expand our area development programs in 

rural and urban poverty areas. True freedom of choice in 

selecting a communi t y in which to live and work will exist 



.. ' ! 

-10-

only through creation of employme nt opportunities in these 

areas. 

Government should provide the public facilities, a 

favorable environment, and other incentives required to 

attract industry to locate there. 

For many now trappe d in poverty, freedom of choice 

means the opportunity to relocate. I would increase moving 

all~wances and provide other assistance to enable unemployed 

workers and families to relocate in job surplus areas. 

Fifth, we must strengthen o~r efforts to achieve equal 

employment opportunity. I have fought a lifetime for equal 

opportunity, and I would continue that effort as President. 

Finally, reorganization of the system through which 
I 

these programs are translated into jobs and training for 

people will be essential. We must design and implement a 

Comprehensive Manpower System financed through one Federal 

sponsoring agency and providing -- at the local level -- where 

it counts -- an interrelated network of services to the 

individual. This will require greater coordination and 

consolidation of manpower programs at the Federal level; 

decentralization so that effe ctive decision-making respon­

sibility exists at the local level and comprehensive and 

persona lize d manpower assistance· in each community. Each 

metropolitan area and rural developme nt district should 
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develop and implement a three-to-five year manpower plan, 

updated annually, which would provide for a job at a living 

wage or paid training leading to employment to everyone able 

and willing to work. Effective job information should be 

provided through a Federal-state data bank. 

********* 

These programs are an investment in people and in the 

future of America. They are an essential part of my plan 

for the New Day. 
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