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Thank you very much, Governor T e rry, Mr. Karrer, Mr. Anderson, 

my friend Senator Boggs, Congressman Roth, the very many distinguished 

citizens of this State, members of the Chamber of Commerce. I look around 

this audience and I see an old friend - and I want to greet you Allen and Mrs. 

Frear. Once a Senator, always a Senator. My old friend out there-- he's 

not so old-- not as old as I am-- former Governor Carvel, and I'm glad 

to see you here. I've been looking around for Harris, and I know he's here, 

former Congressman Harris McDowell. I wanted to just say "hello" to them 

because I don't get this chance very often. 

Now this is a very unusual occasion for me tonight, and I'm going to, as 

they say, "level with you" and tell you what it is all about . First of all, I 

should tell you that as a Democrat these days you're not always sure you'll 

get invited to anything. But my friend Senator Boggs has always told me 

that Delaware is a charitable and friendly State. And he said as long as you 

have the Governor on your side, you can get in any time you want to, Mr. 

Vice President. 

Well, Governor Terry has called me on several occasions to come over 

and go fishing with him, go hunting, and just enjoy life. This is, of course, 

something that a Vice President is never supposed to do. You're not supposed 

to enjoy life. This office was designed by our forefathers to bring proven 

humility, and I'm not sure but what maybe in due time it might work on me 

that way. But I couldn't help but think when the invitation came this morning . 
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which I want to talk to you about -- about the story a friend of mine told 

me a couple of weeks ago. 

I don 1t believe it was an industrialist here in Delaware, because your 

industrialists are so good. And 1 1m so happy to see Mr. McCoy here 

tonight. I know that DuPont people are very, very good. But -- this chap 

was taken ill, something like Governor Connally who was supposed to really 

be your speaker -- we 1ll get to him a little later. And this fine industrialist 

was stricken with the flu, and he was lying in bed suffering from fever and 

virus -- and he didn 1t seem to be getting well. Nobody called him; nobody 

wrote to him; nobody came to see him. No flowers. The fellow was getting 

to feel like he really was at the end of the line. One week went by. And 

then -- in the middle of the second week -- the local union Executive Board 

had a meeting. And they deliberated, and they argued, and finally a resolu­

tion was adopted -- which resolution was incorporated in a message to their 

boss. And it read something like this -- The Executive Board of Local 100 

has met, and we have deliberated, and by a vote of 8 to 7 we wish you a 

speedy recovery. 



Now, that's what Charlie Terry told me this morning. He 

said we have met and we have deliberated. And he said by a vote 

of 8 to 7 we invite you to come on over to the Delaware State Chamber 

of Commerce. And I'm here. The fact of the matter is that when 

I received the call this morning, I knew what a predicament you 

were in and what predicament my friend, the Governor, was in, 

because I, too, have been a program chairman on occasion, having 

to find a speaker and deliver him. I have been a mayor of a city, 

I've never been a governor of a state, but I know what it is to 

have a meeting all set up, programs all printed, and everything 

all set, and then the speaker disappears, or doesn't turn up. In 

this instance, of course, there were several other factors involved. 

The gentleman who was to speak to you is the Governor of the State 

of Texas. I always stand in respect of any governor, but when 

the President of the United States comes from the State of Texas 

and is a good friend of the Governor of the State of Texas, and 

my good friend is Charlie Terry, I thought that in the name of 

Texas I would come to Delaware. Mr. Mayor, you know the predica­

ment that I am in, and I'm sure that you will bear with me. 

Well, I'm pleased that you reprinted the programs. I don't 

know for sure if I am at that because Connally's better looking 

than I am. 

But then I had another reason for wanting to come here. Last 

night I sat silent and quiet and dour like the great stone face 
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for 55 minutes while the President was addressing you on the 

State of the Union. I just thought I'd just come over and talk 

to you about the State of Delaware. There were a few extenuating 

circumstances, however, to this occasion and my presence here. 

I am supposed to be the guest of honor tonight at the Women's 

National Press Club in Washington, D. C. And you know what I 

mean, Allen, you know what it means over there. The ladies 

expect you to turn up but I don't want you to feel let down 

but I sent the best part of the family to that meeting and you 

just got what was left over. Mrs. Humphrey, who would have loved 

to come here with me tonight, we really like to go together to 

these meetings. I like to have her because so many people come 

up to me and say, Gee, I like Mrs. Humphrey. And I smile and I 

say, Yes, we're married. But tonight she's in Washington and 

I intend to go back there immediately after I've spoken to you 

and visited with you tonight. I left a little message there with the 

President of the Women's National Press Club. And I said that I've 

always believed in freedom of choice. And since they were limiting 

the speakers to three minutes in Washington and since I knew 

that Governor Terry would give me an hour, I took off for Wil­

mington. So here I am and you can just lean back now and expect 

to hear almost anything. 

I want to really visit with you . I have some notes here that 

we've put together hurriedly today. I started my morning with 
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a breakfast meeting with some of the overseas press writers. A 

little later at noon I was with the Washington Post editorial 

staff. We've had meetings all day including the Senate. So I 

really haven't had a great deal of time to do justice to this 

audience. But I thought maybe that I could share with you some 

5. 

of my thinking. You're a tolerant audience. I want to talk to 

you about our country. I want to talk to you about its place in 

this troubled world. And I want to talk to you also in the spirit 

of optimism and confidence about our country and about this 

troubled world. I notice that your program speaks about attacking 

challenges with positive action. I like that. Most people spend 

their time on difficulties and problems. I like to think of 

challenges and opportunities. It's all the way you think. You 

burden yourselves with problems and difficulties, you can grow old 

in a hurry. And very tired. But if you speak of challenges and 

opportunities, you become ageless. You live for the future. And 

I sense that that's what's happened here. I've been told here at 

your table that the Chamber has literally taken on a new lease 

of life, that it is issue-oriented, it's concerned about the 

State, the community, and I'm very pleased because, frankly, you 

are much needed. You know the badge of success in this country 

is business. Commerce. You're a success in it and you can't 



e xpect to have the honors if you're not going to take on the 

responsibilities. It's sort of like a great nation like ours. 
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We love to have people tell us we're a world leader. And then 

when the going gets tough, and the responsibilities are heavy, 

and the burdens are great, some people say well I didn't know it 

meant that. But leadership is not a luxury, it's a burden. 

Leadership is not the cloak of comfort, it's the robe of respon­

sibility. And when you take on this badge, or these laurels of 

leadership and success, which comes with business achievement, 

professional achievement, then you also take on the e x tra respon­

sibility to do more. You're e xpected to do more than those who 

are less fortunate or those who are less successful. That's the 

way it is individually and that's the way it is in this country. 

This great America of ours is so blessed. When I heard the 

President say last night an 800 billion dollar economy, we rep­

resent less than 6% of the population of the earth and we have 

40% of the gross national product of the world. And so it boils 

down to this that if we can't do things, who can? If we're in­

capable of the burdens of leadership, of wrestling with the bur­

dens of leadership, who do you think can lead? If we can't 

educate our young, who can? If we can't do something about the 

curse of poverty, not only the poverty of the purse but the 

poverty of frustration and bitterness and hopelessness and des-

pair, who can? 



In other words, if we can't cure our problems at horne, meet our 

challenges and our opportunities, what makes you think anybody 

can. Because we have so much. 

Now I said I'm an optimist and a man that has a confident 

attitude. Not because of myself but because of the history of 

this country. It's a great success story. And over in Washington 

we got an awful lot of pessimists, and I learned a long time ago 
if 

that/the competition was too rough in one field move over to the 

other one where there weren't quite so many competitors, so I'd 

stake myself out as the optimist in Washington. There were 

several of us some time ago, a few of them have sort of faded 

away, but I'm still there. But I don't believe that pessimism is 

the proper spirit for this country. Every single generation has 

had its prophets of doom. Without exception, without exception, 

you go back and read the history from the beginning of this 

Republic and -£pere are always those that talked about our corn-

rnunity was no longer safe that violence was everywhere that the 

nation was incapable of governing itself that the moral standards 

were at an all time low you can go back to the time of Washington 

or Jefferson or Lincoln or Cleveland or Wilson or Hoover or any-

one, you just go back any place, you will find people who were 

always able to point out that we were literally on our last legs. 
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But that isn't of course the truth of our country, the truth 

of America is ordinary people doing very unordinary things, plain 

ordinary people from plain ordinary stock, as we say, developing 

their human capabilities emancipating themselves from their fears 

and their limitations, doing unbelievable things, doing the 

impossible, like the Man from LaMancha, that's the whole story 

of America. Doing the impossible, the impossible dream. 

It was impossible to dream of self-government when we 

started .it.It was impossible to have a Federal system when we 

conceived it, it was impossible to have universal sufferage when 

we tried it. It was impossible to hold a union together after a 

bloody civil war, but we did it. And so on down the line, and 

some people have said throughout at least the last hundred years 

that it is impossible to make the capitalist system work to the 

benefit of all our people, but we've done it and no system has 

worked so well, so fully, so generously, so humanely, we've been 

able to do it. 

And some people said it was impossible to split the atom 

but we did that, and I don't think it's impossible to split the 

difference either, I think we can do that on some of the problems 

that we have. 

So this is the spirit ln which I speak to you tonight 
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Now we're going through tremendously difficult times. I've just 

jotted down a note here as I was getting ready to rise to talk 

to you about my own e xperiences, and my e xperiences are limited. 

They're different from yours, some of them, but not necessarily 

better or worse. 

My e xperience as Vice President in this very strange and 

awkward office, and that's what it is, I've traveled the five 

continents, speaking for our country hopefully representing it 

with a degree of honor and dignity. 

I have been to about fifty countries, five continents in every 

conceivable kind of climate and culture and environment. I've 

been in over 500 American communities. I've traveled over 575,000 

miles. The jet with its speed.And I've been in 48 states and will 

be in all of them before many months. 

And every place I've gone I've found something that interested 

me, and I've found something else; I've found that people are really 

trying to do something for themselves on what you might call on 

the international scene. There's a craving on the part of people 

for national independence, their own identity, national security, 

their own safety, national development, their own progress, every 

place it's that way. 

They have different ways of getting at it, but that's what 

they want, and yet there's also the sobering reality that you 
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can't have national independence without interdependence. There's 

also the sobering reality that you can't have national security 

without a kind of spirit of international coordination and co­

operation and peacekeeping, and there's also the sobering reality 

that you cannot have national development alone. Living as an 

island unto yourself. Peoples and nations must trade, they must 

work together, there must be economic integration and regional 

development, international cooperation. 

Now these are just the broad things that you see and you learn. 

What else do you learn? That this is such a small world I think 

one of the greatest statements that has been made in this century 

was made by Wendall Wilkie when he said in 1940 in that book of 

his "One World" he talked to us about one world. I think he was 

a little ahead of his time at that time. He was trying to tell us 

something~And it is one world even though there are many conflict­

ing ideologies and cultures in it and that world which was that 

big a few years ago is now this big, and with the supersonic trans­

port, it will be that big. It will be like a golf ball as compared 

to a basketball . 

. We'll be able to leave Los Angeles, I'm speaking now of 1972-­

not a bit later, not a day later than 1972, possibly 1970, we'll be 

able to leave Los Angeles and travel to Canberra, Australia, in 

less time than it used to take to go from New York to London. It 

takes less time now to go from Chicago to Saigon than it took to 

go from New York to London in 1940. 
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So when people talk about faraway places, what they're really 

talking about is their old geography, their old maps which are 

useless. You must think in terms of the world today in terms of 

time, not distance. And you must think of the world today in 

-- peoples --
terms of peoples ,;and not just nations. 

So I've seen some of this and felt it. There's a turbulence, 

there's a restlessness, as our President said last night, not 

merely in American society, all over. And that restlessness is a 

sign of growth. Many of you have seen the Walt Disney,you know 

TV movies, when you see the plant life in the slow motion camera, 

and you see the earth start to break, and you see the plant start 

to come into being. Yet if you were to view that with your eye 

without the capability of the lens and the camera, you'd wait for 

weeks, for months to see what you see in a fleeting second. 

Well there is this crust, this social crust that is beginning 

to break now. The social crust that was incased for years in 

colonialism, in segregation, in the poor that were forgotten, in 

the rich that had much and all too much. In the elite, in the 

royal caste or class, it's all over. Oh, there are some remnants 

of it, but it has had its day. 

There's a new day. I travel a great deal by plane, and there 

isn't a time that I take a plane flight but what I ask sometime 

before or during flight of the pilot, how's the weather? Now 

that's just a nice way of saying that I'm a little bit afraid you 
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know why do you ask about the weather? Do you just want to know 

are we really going to make it? Is it going to be rough? Are 

we going to get iced up? Are we going to be bounced all over 

the place? Do you really think we'll get through? And what do 

we hear frequently, or when you watch that Today show early in 

the morning when they put that map on there, that weather map, 

what do you hear them say? You say well there's a low and then 

as you come to the East there's a high ; the weather systems 

meet, right over the border states, or right near the Alleghenies 

and so on, they describe it. Now what are they talking about? 

They're talking about two systems, and then they tell you the 

navigator or the pilot will tell you in that plane that when you 

go through those weather systems, you're going to have some trouble. 

You better put on the seat belt, it's going to get a little rough. 

But you're going to make it all right, we've got good equipment 

here, they always reassure you, you know. And you hope and pray 

that that's the case. And I do this time after time. I came back 

the other night from Fresno, California, and for at least a half 

an hour we were going through a miserable weather system, shaking 

the living daylights out of a Jetstar, unable to get high altitude, 

high enough even though it will fly at 40,000 feet and better. What 

was it all about. We left a clear blue sky of the west and came 

into the cloudy, the fog, the weathered sky of the east. From a 

high to a low. 



Well what's really happening today in America and in the 

world is that we're going through a great social system change. 

We're going through it here in America. We're going through it 

here in Delaware. We're going through it in Washington. In 

Detroit. We're going through it in Minnesota. Everyplace. 

From one system that we 1ve had for years, in which there was, yes 

segregation. In which there was a feeling, well, that the poor are 

with us, they'll always be with us. In which there was a feeling that 

there are some things you can't do. But that's changed. I don't 

mean that it's easier. And I'm not going to predict that it 1 s going to 

be a lot better for awhile. I'm simply saying that it's changed. 

And all you have to do is fasten on the seat belt, pray that 

you have a machine namely your ship of State, your social structure 

strong enough to take it and hope that you can have the kind of 

pilots and crew that'll get you through, and do a little praying. And 

I think it will work. That's what's really happening. Now I just 

came back fro :n a journey of some 27,000 miles, I believe it was. 

Your President asked me to go to Africa to take the message 

of America to nine countries. I didn't take much more, we 

didn't go promising pie -in-the- sky. We didn't say that we 1re 

here to buy you or to sell you. We took the message of this nation, 

its freedom, its independence, its promise, its meaning, and we 

went as a good neighbor. 
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And it was really a very neighborly visit. 

When I was in Monrovia, Liberia, on the west coast of Africa, 

I was closer to Washington, D. C. than Nairobi, Kenya. 

Africa is a continent four times as big as the United States 

with three hundred million people. lt 1 s farther from Monrovia, 

Liberia to Nairobi, Kenya, than it is from New York to London, or 

from New York to Los Angeles by far, twice as far. When I left Nairobi 

to fly to Tunisia I traveled over 6000 miles in one continent. 

It 1 s massive. And it 1 s different. The climate is different. 

The people are different. The cultural patterns are different. 

The tribes are different. The forms of government are different. 

The food is different, and not too good. Ie s very different. But 

it 1 s there and we need to know-it. It 1 s the first time I visited 

this continent, and it 1 s very little known to Americans what we 

generally know about it is what we 1ve read as children. 

Childhood images of Africa full of lions and elephants, and 

we even think tigers, but they don 1t have tigers in Africa. 

White hunters and impenetrable jungles that• s what we think of it. 

But really there are gleaming cities. Nairobi, Kenya is a beautiful 

city, and there are others besides. And that childhood image that 

we have of Africa would do us a great disservice today if we main­

tain it. We need to know more about this continent. Because there 

is something going on, there 1 s a dynamic and exciting experience in 

nation building. 
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Primitive, yes, but let's not forget ourselves. Sometimes 

I wonder about us. We are so well fed now. It's so nice, so much 

perfume and deodorant. You know so much of all the good things of 

life; it wasn't always this way. We were an agrarian society not long 

ago. We were very plain people not long ago. We didn't know what 

it meant to have modern sanitary facilities not long ago. And most 

of the people not long ago were taught by teachers who at most had a 

Tenth Grade education. I think of my own Mother, who yet lives, who 

was a schoolteacher in South Dakota, who went through the Tenth Grade 

and was a good schoolteacher. Was able to meet some of the needs, 

the basic nee d s of education. Everybody doesn't have to be a grad-

uate, from the great universities to be able to help people who are in 

their infancy of nationhood. Sometimes I think we almost overdo 

own 
it. The diet is too rich, and I think of the way we built our/agri-

cultural economy in America. It wasn't all built on the modern 

sophistocated agricultural science of today. It was built by men like 

my grandfather, an immigrant, who came to this country, if you please, 

and staked out a homestead, who had little or no education, was a 

Norwegian Sea Captain. All he knew was work, and he had pride. 

But there was a county agent who was just a very plain ordinary man 

with less than a high school education frequently, and then there was 

a farm organization that went around and talked to the farmers 



and people learned how to produce food and fiber and they had a 

great ambition to improve themselves. And the changes that have 

come in the last few years are phenomenal. I was impressed again 

last night as I thought half of the students who graduate from 

our high schools now go to universities. Over 7 million will be 

in universities in America. That 1 s more than all the university 

students in the world, right here in the United States. We 

build a new college, as the President said, every week. That 1 s why 

it 1 s difficult for us to understand nations that are just groping and 

grasping. 
a,nd 

This is true of Africa I Asia. I 1ve been to these places. 

They 1re trying to come into the 20th century and they, some of them, 

haven 1t quite had time to leave the 16th century. 

But they don 1t have time to catch up. They 1ve got to hurry, and 

in the process they make mistakes, and we report on every one. Have 

of 
you ever thought, some of you/my age, what would happen if there had 

been quite so many cameras, newspapermen, television cameras when 

we were kids, as there are now? I hate to think of how many shots 

they 1d got of me on those Halloween nights, and what I was doing; 

and a few other things that went on, which I will not confess, to you 

or my wife. Guess what I 1m saying is that there are so many 

countries today that are young, and I don•t want our America to 

act like it 1 s old, because it 1 s not. 

16. 
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Africa is a continent that is filled with young countries struggling through 

the growing pains that characterized our own first years as an independent 

nation. And it's a continent that's in its post- colonial turmoil period. But 

it's a continent, believe me, where doctrinaire ideologies seem to have little 

influence, and you ought to be very happy about this. The singular failure of 

communist foreign policy, communist penetration, is in Africa. The tribal 

structure resists it. Their love of private property resists it. Their basic 

religion resists it . The communists have had more foreign policy defeats 

than we ever dreamed of. If they ever had to have a free election, they'd 

have a housecleaning I don't know how often. Because just think of communist 

out -
China. It's been booted/lock, stock and barrel out of six African countries 

doesn't even have representation -- spent hundreds of millions of dollars. 

I was in one country where the Chinese Communists built a g r eat big theatre 

a beautiful theatre -- magnificent; gave it outright as a sort of what they called 

a gift. I think it was l ess than a gift -- a kind of a bribe to the country. The 

Prime Minister of that country is going to come visit us. He's pro-West. 

There's been an election take place -- there's been a free election in that 

country, and a free election gave leader ship to that country that's with us. 

Do you know what that Prime Minister told me? He said "Mr. Vice President, 

the Chinese Communists built the theatre, but I want American films in it 

to open it." It's interesting. He said, "We don't like those communist films. 

We don't like those Russian, or those Chinese, or those communist films. 

We want your films." Now sometimes I suppose we don't like all of ours, 

but it's all a matter of comparison. 
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Now, what else did I see in this visit? Now 1 1m not going to keep you 

in Africa all night, but I thought maybe you ought to get a little feel of it. 

I found people that were not visionaries in terms of 11 pie-in-the-sky. 11 

I found a very practical kind of people. And the governing people are educa-

ted-- well educated, many of them in our own universities. And by the way, 

that 1 s the best investment this country ever made. You can give them money 

and supplies, and the money will erode, and the supplies will vanish. But 

you give them an education, and ultimately you have a friend, in most in-

stances, over the 1 ong pull. 

today, 
And many of these men/and women, that are guiding the destinies of these 

39 African nations -- those men and women who are educated here or in 

Western European universities (but thousands of them were educated right 

here in the United States), they are our friends. But they 1 re a practical 

people. I didn 1t have a single African leader tell me how to win the war in 

Vietnam-- and what a relief! Not one. Absolutely. And our reporters kept 

asking m .e what did they say about Vietnam, and I said frankly what they talked 

to me about was their own country. That 1 s what they were primarily interested 

in. I didn 1t have a single African leader tell me how to be able to rebuild our 

cities and how to take care of our own problems. But they did ask me for help 

and counsel about their problems. And far from fearing the so-called supposedly 

pernicious influence of foreign capitalism, which you constantly hear people 

say, they welcome private investment. Not only welcome it, they 1 re begging 

for it and trying to create a climate in which it can be productive and profitable. 

I found a remarkable amount of good will towards the United States. I think 

that was the main news that I found. Because when I read sometimes, I come 

to the conclusion that no one likes us. That 1 s not true. That 1 s not true. 
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Of course people do say things about us. You say things about your neighbor . 

You say things about your family. That doesn't mean that you don't care for 

them. Sometimes you just say it in anger, sometimes in a mood of petulance. 

But the good will is everywhere. Everywhere for us. And a tremendous ad-

miration of our achievements in industry and agriculture and education and 

health, and in the busine ss of democratic living. Everywhere. I think Ameri­

cans need to know that. And we don't spend vast sums of money there. The 

total amount of foreign aid from the United States for the whole continent, 

for the whole continent, is under $200 million. And that's most all of that in 

repayable loans. 

Then there's something else about this continent I want you to know. It 

has a youthful image. An image which Africans find in America too, if we'll 

but let it. We need that youthful image in Africa . 45o/o of the Africans are 

under 14 years of age. 75o/o are under age 26. A young continent, and just 

the beginning of health programs and education programs. And our Peace 

Corps and ou r economic assistance programs have helped play a very con­

structive role in that continent. So, I think there's real hope there for us. 

And hope for them. I think there's a broader role not only in Africa for the 

United States Government, but for American private busine s s. And the 

climate in many of those countries is extremely favorable, as I said, for 

private investment-- and they want Americans. 

I had the President of the Congo say to me time after time: "Mr. Vice 

President, we want to see American names on banks and business houses 

in Kinshasa, the capital." I said to him, "But one of the big banks in New 

York has a 20o/o interest in your biggest bank down town"; but he said 

what's its name? "We're not a colony, we'r e a f1ree country . Yes, we've 
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had trouble. You've saved us three times", said President Mobutu. "The , 

freedom of Congo is due to America. We're everlastingly grateful to you." 

He said, "you've many times spoken of how the French helped you win your 

Revolution at your time, and your Lafayette. Well, let me tell you that 

you've helped us win our independence and keep it. We'll never forget it. 

Your C -130 s that came in this past year to help us defeat the mercenaries 

we'll never forget it. " And I want to say in the presence of my friends 

in Congress and Government, there was a great deal of debate in Congress 

as to whether or not we should have loaned them three airplanes to defend 

their own"' ter ritorial integrity against mercenaries. I said to the President, 

you know we had to fight the mercenaries, too, once . They called them 

Hessians. Our experiences are somewhat alike. We know what it means. 

He said to me, we want to see your names -- great American companies; 

that 
that means /we're free, that means we're independent. It means that the old 

colonial powers are not hanging on. I want you to think about that. Because 

I've heard this in other parts of the world as well. Well, what we're really 

talking about is that these people know that there's some good old American 

principles that mean a lot to them. Self-determination and majority rule. 

That's what they like about us. And it pays off in good will -- in international 

under standing. 

And I want to say to my friends that are here tonight, you're all family 

people. The fate of the United States is not going to be decided in the mid­

I think 
west, in total. Of course, our mid-west,from whence I come,/is an important 

part of America. But the safety of your family is maybe going to be deter-

mined in the Middle East, or in southeast Asia . And it's not going to be decided 

in Peoria, or even Chicago . But it may very well be decided in a vast continent 

that's four times the size of the United States where we've paid very little 
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attention. The power struggle is on, and you can't ignore it, and we have to 

be up to it . 

Now let me say a word about another part of the world that I visited, and 

I know that you are very keenly interested in it. I'm not going to keep you 

all night. 



That•s about Vietnam. I 1 ve been to Asia five times since I•ve 

been Vice President. That doesn•t mean that I know too much about 

it. It means that I 1 ve been there and I•ve tried to observe and tried 

to learn. I have no vested interest in any prejudice. I do not 

believe that consistency has any merit if you•re consistently wrong. 

I think that the first thing that a man needs to do is to try to 

search relentlessly for truth. After all we•re talking about life 

and death, we•re talking about sons and daughters. we•re talking 

about peace and war. we•re talking about the survival of our country. 

And you ought not to get yourself fixed on a position and defend it 

at all costs if it turns out that there 1s no evidence to support it. 

So I have a great respect for those that disagree with us. We ought 

to examine every argument. What I want in terms of disagreement and 

dissent over Vietnam is more of the reasoning, more of the dialogue, 

and less of the diatribe and less of the violence, and less of the 

ugliness. Because debate and discussion and dissent are vital to a 

free society. Vital. But they are destroyed, their meaning is 

destroyed, when people become ugly, obscene, vulgar, boisterous, vio­

lent, and some of the people who today say that they ' re exercising 

dissent, are the very enemies of dissent. And they know it. This is 

why there•s a new feeling in America that•s coming. A new spirit of 

rationality. Even amongst those that disagree with the Government•s 

policies. 
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They say let•s stop and take a look quietly. Let•s offer al­

ternatives. Let•s think it through. Because believe me foreign policy 

is not a subject for adult, for juvenile delinquency or adult immaturity. 



It•s something that has to be thought out very carefully. 

Well I heard the President report to you last night that there•d 

been progress in Vietnam, and there has been. I was there 20 months 

ago, a little less than 2 years ago, travelled the country. I went 

back this year. I don•t want to just see the good things, I know 

there are limitations, but there•s been decided military progress, 

there surely has been political progress that•s very significant in 

the elections that have taken place, and we ought not to minimize this. 

It•s very difficult to get any kind of a free election even in a peace-

ful society. And in a country that•s · __ , under seige,in which 

there•s terrorism and subversion,to have any kind of a vote is nothing 

short of amazing. 

And this is what we ought to be proud of. Do you think this would 

have happened without us? What was our own Revolution all about. 

Government by the consent of the governed~ -. That•s what it was all 

about. That•s what the Boston Tea Party was about. That•s what 

Lexington and Concord was about. That•s what the Declaration of Inde­

pendence was about. And we have people today that seem to forget it. 

A people that have been able to create even if it•s in its crudest 

form, a free government, have done something. 

They•ve had an election. There were opposition candidates, plenty 

of them. There were seven candidates for every Senate seat. We know 

what that means. don•t we Senator. That•s too many. 

one, and that was one more than I wanted. 

I used to have 

There were nine candidates for every seat in the House of Repre-

sentatives. There were village elections that had never been held in 
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so 

a thousand years. And it happened. Oh,/somebody comes along and says 

well you know they were a little crooked here and there. Well, I want 

to take you around the country here a little bit, once in a while. 

Who are we? we•ve been at this business of freeelections for 200 

years. Almost 200 years. And I must say there are a few counties and 

voting precincts that seem to occasionally come in with a rather large 

vote. I 1 11 never forget one time in a little election I had back home 

for Mayor there was a certain Ward, I was ahead until 6 o•clock in the 

morning. Then this Ward, this little Ward,came in and they had the 

greatest movement of civic activity and consciousness that Ward has 

ever had before or since. Ninety some percent of the eligible vote in 

that Ward voted ln that municipal election, !t averaged 20 some percent 

of the preceding hundred years but that night there was an amazing 

turnout. Oh, I have never forgotten how honorable it was. 

Well, it happens, We don•t like it, but there•s been progress. I 

can•t say that it will be sustained, but I think so. After all, our 

own country got off to a rather bad start. Maybe you•ve forgotten, 

we•ve changed our capital eleven times. The Chief of Staff of the 

United States Army under John Adams was a traitor to the Spanish 

emperor. We had a secessionist movement under way in the early 18oo•s. 

We had a Benedict Arnold. We had a war between the States. We had 

the whiskey rebellion. We had a lot of things going that weren•t so 

hot. And by the way, we never even did have a free election for a 

constituent assembly to write our Constitution. I used to teach this 

course. George Washington, Alexander Hamilton and James Madison got 

together at Annapolis and said the Articles of Confederation will never 

work we got to do something about that. And they said but if you ever 
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tell the people, they'll never let us do it. So they had some little 

letters that went back and forth and the Governors appointed a few people 

from the legislative bodies and they gathered at Philadelphia, not to write 

a new Constitution, not on your life, to review the Articles of Confeder-

ation, period. Then they locked the doors. They didn't let a cameraman 

in, a newspaper man in and there were no televisions. They put two fellows 

on old Ben Franklin because every time he would get a drink of wine he would 

talk too much. And they wrote a Constitution, and they brought it out and 

they had their propaganda all organized and calledthe Federalist papers. 

100 were invited to Philadelphia;55 came, They couldn't get a quorum for 

three weeks, 39 stayed, and only 38 signed. That's the history of the United 
point of 

States. And I think the folks of Delaware had a pretty independent/view 

about the Constitution as I recall. But we got a great country. And we 

didn't have universal manhood suffrage in this country until Andrew Jackson. 

I mention these things because nation building is not instant. It takes 

time, And what America stands for in this world more than anything else is 

nation building. What else do we stand for? For law and order. For self-

determination. Resistance to aggression. We always have, and that's why 

we're in Vietnam. The President told us that the aggression continues, and 

you and I know it, but something else needs to be told, and only you can 

tell that. That we will persevere. That's what the people need to know,--

~. _ at home and abroad. And then he went on to tell us that our goal 1n 

which you know, is peace. And peace at the earliest possible moment. And 

every person in this audience must know tonight that we're exploring every 

possible avenue for that peace. Let me just lay it on the line. Who do you 

think wants peace the most? The President of the United States, if he can 

get peace in Vietnam, I don't want to inject a partisan note here, but my 

dear friends, from every point of view, he's got a great stake in peace, 
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hasn't he? But more important, he's got a stake in peace for our country. 

But an appeasement peace, a dishonorable peace, that's not in the books. 

We saw that happen once before in our lifetime. We saw peace in our time. 

We saw the appeasement of aggressing, of aggressors and aggression. We 

saw that the appetite of the aggressor is never satisfied. 



And if we haven't learned that lesson, my fellow Americans, then we've 
it 
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learned nothing, and we'll live to suffer(. So we will pursue every possible 

approach that's made for an honorable peace. I do, however, want to take a 
a 

moment to emphasize what is at stake, in the achievement of/peace with honor 

in Vietnam. And this is why we're there, and this is why the peace must be 

with honor. We 1 re not there just to protect the Vietnamese. That's a worthy 

p~rpose. But we're there first of all in the national interest of the United 

States. And we happen to think after the lessons of history of this century that 

it's better to fight a limited war far away, than to have it pile up 

Armageddon by the installment plan close to home. We have a national interest 

in this area of the world as we have elsewhere. Secondly, there's the right of 

250 million free people in ten free nations in southeast Asia to determine 

their own destiny. 1An~ everyone of those ten nations looks to us. And 

isn't it interesting that all of them feel that their only hope of independence 

is our help, oun being with them? 

And I remind you once again, we didn't get our independence alone. 

We did not gain our independence alone, we gained our independence with the 
a king, 

help of many. With foreign loans, even~ from/Louis XVI,who had no 

love of freedom or democracy. There were more Frenchmen that died at Yorktown 

than Americans. There were more French troops when Cornwallis surrendered 

than there were Continentals. And the Navy that bottled up the English 

fleet was a French fleet. That's the way we got our independence. 

We paid for it many times, but let us not forget, and it's good for us 

to walk in humility in that remembrance. I think we need to understand that 

the freedom and the integrity of South Vietnam itself is at stake with its 

fragile political institutions, but more importantly the credibi~ity of 

America's commitments, and I hear a lot about the credibility gap. · 
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Well, let me tell you, you can't afford to have a credibilitt · gap on our 

commitments. This nation has been brought up in the belief of the sanctity of 

contract, and we don't excuse ourselves because the other fellow doesn't keep 

his contract. To renege on any major national commitment when you're a leader, 

when you set the design, when you establish the cadance of international action, 

would be dangerous and dishonorable. But to renege on a commitment which 

has been upheld by four Presidents, a commitment which clearly serves the 

national interest of this country, I think would not only be dangerous 

and dishonorable, but it would be proof of a fatal weakness in this nuclear 

age. There's one thing that kee~ the peace~ this day and age, my dear friends 

- the power of the United States. 

That's what keeps it. That's what kept Khrushchev out of Cuba. 

That's what stopped communist aggression in Korea. That's what keeps 

West Berlin a free city. That's what prevented the communists from moving 

1n and taking Greece and Turkey. Have you ever stopped to think what kind 

of a world this would have been had we gauged our foreign policy on public 

opinion polls? Thank God for Mr. Truman. I think I can say it now. Many of 

you didn't like him when he was President. But I'll tell you one thing -

he was the living embodiment of the spunk and the bravery and the courage and 

the independence of the basic instincts of our people. He .didn't have all of 

the diplomatic niceties, but when he told Joe Stalin where to go, he understood 

it. 
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And when he said that we're not going to tolerate subversion and aggres-

sion and terrorism in the Mediterranean, the Russians understood it. And when 

the Berlin airlift was required in 1948, even though a majority of his Cabinet 

was against it, he did it. And all the experts said, "it isn't feasible." 
we'd judged 

Let me tell you something, my dear friends, if~ always X&~~ what was 

feasible, we'd never have gone to the west coast. No, my friends, what was 

done needed to be done. And a great nation has to make these great decisions. 

You know this business of peace is not what some people think it is. Peace is 

not just praying for it, important as that is, it's not just wishing for it, 

it's not just giving a speech for it as I'm doing tonight~ This business of 

peace is building, stone by stone, block by block. Sometimes it's defeat, 

retreat. Sometimes the edifice collapses right before you, and you start all 

over again. We find out that the temples and the cathedrals sometimes took 

centuries to build, but there was the master plan of an architect, and the 

work of many over ages, and decades, and generations -that's peace. 

The United Nations, economic development, private investment, education, 

the Alliance for Progress, NATO, OECD, Food for Peace, Peace Corps - these 

are all the building blocks of peace. Peace doesn't come because somebody 

prints a banner and says 11 I Want It." And it doesn't even come in a treaty. 

A treaty is but the official signature that the conditions are available for 

the building of peace. And sometimes you even fight for peace. We 1ve done it 

many times. We didn't go into World War I for conquest. We went into it for 

peace. We did not enter World War II for conquest. If we did , we surely 

didn't do much of the conquering, because all of the adversaries were rebuilt. 

We went in it for peace. I think when we think it through, we know that peace 

is not for the weak, or the timid, that peace is not negative or passive, 



itfs· active, it's positive, it's building, it's nation-building. And I know 

~ that's the kind of peace that this country is dedicated for. 

'28 

~inally, let me leave you with this observation. As I said, in the last 

three months I've made these tours. One of my most interesting was to Indonesia, 

a nation of over a hundred million people, the fifth largest nation on the face 

of the earth, that two and a half years ago was in the grips of communism - plain, 

unadulterated,Chinese-oriented communism. Sukarno at the head of the state, 

that had bled it dry, adulterated, contaminated, the whole political, economic, 

social structure. The American Embassy stoned; ~ an American unable hardly to be 

there. I was there less than a month, two months ago. A million people stood 

along the road in Java as I went to Demak, the center of Java, the former center 

of communist activity - cheering, not the Vice President of the United States, 

but the flag of the United States. They didn't know who the Vice President was 

and couldn 1tcare less, but what therdid know was that flag, and a great welling 

of hospitality, of friendship, and of appreciation for what we'd done, and we 

hadn't done much. A little food, a little rice, a few spare parts, just a little 

help. Well, I traveled to these countries, and one message stands out in my 

heart and my mind more than any other , the human family, this human family of 

ours, of which you and I are a part, whether it's in America, or Asia, or Africa, 

or in Europe, or in the striving new nations, seeks but one thing. Every human 

being on this earth seeks to determine his own destiny in his own way. That's 

what the Declaration of Independence said, these "certain inalienable rights - of 

life and liberty and the pursuit of happiness," and we said we "pledge our lives, 

our fortunes, and our sacred honor," to these things. 

That was the pledge of this country. We didn't say we pledge two percent. 

We didn't say we'll give you half a day a week, and about once a month we'll be 

honorable about it. We said we'd pledge our lives, our fortunes and our sacred 

honor. 
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And it became a reality. The total commitment. Every human being 

seeks this way, finding his own way, his own destin¥, free of coersion 

and tyranny and want. And the search for that right and that freedom 

is the great story of the last third of the 20th Century. 

It's being written in new nations. 
being 

It s/written right home here 

amongst many of our own people, who never had a chance in this country, 

who at long last are getting their chance. 
being 

It's/written in the cities 

and towns of America and the rural areas. Everywhere the quest lS 

the same, common denominators, self-determination, economic growth, 

civil rights, individual betterment, education, to release your ca-

pacities to free the human spirit. That's what people want, training. 

They cry for it so that men_ may support their families in dignity. 

An environment that is clean and wholesome. Cities and streets that 

are safe and towns and rural communities where you can have the 

advantages and the opportunities of modern society. That's what 

people want even in Africa. And that • s what they want here. Z\t1-t 

And they want to see science, not to become our master, but we to 

be the masters of science and technology to use it for human better-

ment. And I think the outcome of that historic quest depends heavily 

on us. Toynbee said, now let me see how he put it, yes, "Civilization 

is a race between education and catastrophe." Jefferson said,'~ou can't 

be both ignorant and free." We've had to make a choice. People are 

making that choice all over the world. They want to be free. Now 

we are the richest, the strongest, the most powerful nation on this 
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planet and we with those assets can give the leadership and we ought 

to feel honored that its our privilege to give this leadership. we 

can reach out. And we can help bring self-determination. And we 

can help bring freedom from want to a greater part of the human family. 

And we can do it without making ourselves weak and insolvent. 

Most of you know in this room that the more you share, the more 

you have. 
just 

That's a fact of life, it's not a matter of7religious 

ethic, its a fact of economic life as well. Or we can turn inward, 

we've done it before and try to forget the others, lea~ethis country 

andthe world divided between the haves and the have nots, the healthy 

and the sick, the educated and the illiterate, the despairing and the 

hopeful, the peaceful and the seething, the threa~ and the threat-

ened. We can leave it that way, and it won't be long before there is 

catastrophe. I like what our President said to us last night because 

I think it meets the requirements of every American, that wants to be 

a proud American. He said it is our will that is being tried, nat our 

strength. We've got strength . We've got so much of it, it's almost 

frightening. The task of leadership in this country today is to con-

trol power, not to develop it, to control it. we have such unbeliev-

1able power that we can destroy everything on the face on this earth. 

And what you need in your leaders today is a great moral commitment, 

not to unleash that power, but to control it, to manage it. 

We have incredable wealth, even as individuals in our families, 

and the task is how do we use it to bring up a decent family. To imbue 



character in our young. To have happiness, because wealth doesn't 

necessarily bring you happiness. And power doesn't necessarily 

bring you respect. Well, the President went on to say our sense 

of purpose, and not our ability to achieve a better America and a 

safer world,is what's being tried. Do we have the will, do we have 

the purpose. I think I know the American people well enough, I 

know I know them well enough to know what path they'll choese. And 

I couldn't help but agree even as I sat there immobile under the 

rules of the joint session, supposedly not to even reveal any 

feelings at all. But it welled up inside of me when I heard him 

speak when he said that if there ever was a people who sought more 

than mere abundance, it is our people. We don't want just more, we 

want better. 

We don't want just a bigger America, we want a better America. 

We don't want just more products, we want better products. Quality. 

I remember I grew up in a drug store, and there was one drug company 

that used to have this slogan: Quality for Forty years. Squibbs. 

I've never forgotten it. And my father used to tell me as a boy that 

there were two kinds of advertising. He said there is economic 

advertisin~ son, and then there is institutional or character, And 

he said that if you put your money in the latter, and if you put 

your emphasis on the latter, we'll survive. And the Pineboards 

will go out of business, and he was right. There's no substitute 

for it. 
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If there ever was a nation that was capable of solving its prob­

lems, said our President, it ~s this nation. That's what I started 

with. And i f there ever was a time to know the pride and the excite­

ment and the hope of being an American, it is this time. 

Boy am I proud when I represent my country. And when I see 

people back horne complaining about it, I often want to take them with 

me and let them see what I see. Of course, we must have our own 

standards. But we also should have our own sense of appreciation. 

Attacking challenges with positive action, that's your business. And 

what that means is what we could have said tonight, what your children 

said this rnorning,and what we have _ as our creed and as our commit-

rnent and as our promise. I think it was summarized so beautifully I 

love to say it where~eF r I go when people ask me what's your country 

all about? What's it all about Mr. Vice President? I say, well I 

wish you'd ask my little granddaughter,cause she can repeat it. It's 

called the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag, and there's a part of it, 

there's one part of that pledge, after you get through the imprimis, 

the first words that really get f right to the heart of it. One nation .-­

that's what we've been trying to build-one nation and then Congress 

wisely said, under God, so that we would recognize that there's a 

Greater Power than ourselves. One nation, under God, indivisibl~, 

and we've spent two centuries trying to achieve that. And now more 

than ever before 1n our lives, we're trying to make the other part 

come true. With liberty and justice for all. That's the commitment 

of this country, that's what this country stands for. That's our 
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real power in the world. The knowledge that we can create something 

that nobody before has ever created. A nation that recognizes its 

place in this world and in the Divine scheme of things. One nation, 

under God, indivisibk,with liberty and justice for all. I believe 

it as an article of faith and I'm convinced that we need to have the 

American people be imbued with this love of country. Not merely of 

the land and of the physical flag, but of what it stands for. The 

vitality, the decency, the commitment of this country, every man 

and his chance to be something. To be whatever his manhood canlJ 

make of him. That's the promise of America. Thank you very much. 
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~~~btL 
~As you know, I am here on short notice. 

As many of you also know, that doesn't necessarily 

~,..first is Africa ... a continent I have just 

visited for the first time . . . a continent I ittl e known to 

Americans .•. and a continent they must learn to know 

quickly. 

a 
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L For it would oe tragic if our childhood ima es 

of an Africa full of lions, white hunters, and -
impenetrable ·ungle should obscure the dynamic . 

and exciting experiment in nation-building that is 

going on there today. 

~ A~ today is a continent of young countries 

s~ling through the ~,rowing Mins that characterized 

our own first years as 

J.... It is the continent where post-colonial turmoil 

is still most evident --but it is also a continent where 

doctrinaire ideologies seem to have little infl uencee 

......:~~ 

"The African leaders I met were pragmatists c_r>.44:4;:] 
to a man. 
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L Far from fearing the supposedly pernicious 

i~fluence of foreign capitalism} they welcome private 

investment as a critical tool for growth. 

bnd I found a remarkaole amount of ood will 

toward the United States -- admiration for our 

business of democratic livin . 

L...Moreoever, America seems to have a youthfuL 

image in Africa --an image which Africans find 

sympathetic.L.!erhaps that is because 75 per cent 

of all Africans are under 26 years of age. 

~ur Peace Corps and our economic assistance 

programs have played a constructive role in Africa. 

~There are 39 African nations -- and 320 million 

people --who can no~ get adequate developmental assistance 

10!'1' from the former colonial powers~s some of them have 

clearly demonstrated, they fear and resent the strings that 
- 0 

frequently accompany aid from communist countries. 

l ~ u~ '7<u.4!.AJ.wk~~) 
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!. I think there is a broader role not only for the 

United States government in Africa, but for the American 

is extremely favoraole for responsible private investment-_. 

}., The opportunities are enormous to contribute to 

economic growth and make a profit at the same time. 

J l urge the estaolishment of a private Council 

for Africa to encourage the U.S. private sector to 

invest in those- promisi~g new countrie_s. 

As for the future, I think Africa is going to 

see rapid economic growth and a continued e ansion of 

regional cooperation. I think we shall see change with 

And 

grow closer together --provided we are true to our own 

traditions and continue to make perfectly clear out full 
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~ext, a word about Vietnam: 

J... Last night the President reported to you that 

there has been progress in Vietnam this year --three 

free elections ... military victories for American and 

South Vietnamese and other allied troops ... a million 

more South Vietnamese now living in areas under 

government control. 

L., He said that aggression continues --and 

that America will persevere. 

And he said, 110ur goal is peace, and peace 

at the earliest possible moment. 11 

L. As you know we and our allies are now exploring ~ 
private!~ the latest North Vietnamese statements regarding 

. ~~ 
negotiations to see whether they are com atible with 

the American position set forth by President Johnson 

at San Antonio. 
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/....Until those explorations are cone! uded, it would .. ... 
not be useful to say much more about th14subjecl:/ 

A r: 

L I do, however, want to take a moment to emphasize 

what is at stake in the achievement of a peace w!th -
honor in Vietnam. 

f-. ~st, the national interest of the United States 

is in preventin a third world war 

"'~~~d, the right of 250 million free people 

and ten free nations in Southeast Asia freely to determine 

their own destiny. 

A. Third, the freedom and integrity of South Vietnam ..... 
itself, with its new and sti 11-fragile democratic institutions. -
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/ And fourth, the credibility of America's 
/... renege 

commitments. To _ I on any national commitment 

would be dangerous and dishonorable; but to renege on 

a commitment which has been upheld by four Presidents --

a commitment which clearly serves the national interestl: J 
4', • .,.,.,.~,.,.., /.&.A a .. , ... ,...~""'""'~ 

of this country1,-~uld be proof of~l weakness 

in this nuclear age. 

America not weake'} either in its -
determination to resist aggression ... or in its tireless 

I think every American knows 

that., --~ let me leave you with this ooservation_. 

In the last three months I have traveled in Indonesia, 

Malaysia, and Vietnam, and in nine African countries. 

1-.J have visited 49 American cities -- including Wilmington 

tonight. 
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And one message stands out in my heart and in 

my mind more than any other: This human family of 

ours --whether it,Cells in America, in Asia, in Latin 
t - -

America or in the striving new nations of Africa --seeks 

but one thing ___ _ 

Every human being on this earth seeks to 

coercion and tyranny and want. 
- '- -@ liP£--· 

The search for that right and that freedom is 

the great story of this last third of the 20th century0 

~ It is lle i ng !!_tte n in the new nations.~ t is llei ng w ritte 

in the cities and towns of America. - ... 
quest is the same: 

-- Self-determination. 
-- Civil rights and civil I ioerties. 
-- :COnomic growth 
~t...u lu•l 15:bo;;;:~r 

--Education to free the vital human powe 7r1 
I~~ 

~· 
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~ Training, so that men may sup port their 

fa m i I i e s in dignity. 
. ,~,~~ 

- Cities that are clean and safe. -

--Towns and rural communities where all the 

advantages and opportunities of modern 

society are at hand. 
'tf-

--=cience and technolo for the 

benefit of man. 

,< And the outcome of that historic quest depends 

t,.w..J.~ ~ Ct liM .... f..J. .. 
heavily on us. -- fl- , 

For we have a choice. ~ 
We, as the richest, the strongest, the most 

powerful nation on this plane) can give leadership •.• 

can reach out and help bring self-determination, and 

freedom from want to a greater part of our human family .• -
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L Or we can turn selfishly inward ••• try to 

forget the others ••. and leave this country and the 
• 

world divided oetween rich and poor ..• healthy and sick ... -
hopeful and despairing ... peaceful and seething ..• 

threatening and threatened. u 

lf.s the President said last night, '' It is our will ._. 
that is being tried, and not our strength; our sense of 

purpose and not our ability to achieve a better America" -
and a safer world. 

L I think I know the American people well enough to 

know which path they will choose. And I agree with the 

President's final assessment: 

"If ever there was a people who sought more than 

mere abundance, it is our people. 

11 1f ever there was a nation that was capable of 

solving its problems, it is this nation. 
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"If ever there were a time to know the pride 

and the excitement and the hope of being an American, 

it is this time. •• 
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~:li_.~" ., 
notice, "bonigh t;. } 

Wilmington? chamber of Comerce . 

As you know, I am here on short 

As many of you a~ know, that doesn't necessarily mean a short speech ... 

but I shall do my best. 

')!b-ote tillee sdbj@E ts -li~ld like to touch U\ -tJ,....- -<..£.;> 

~ tonight. 

The first ml!m is Africa. ·:a conti nent I have justfisi ted 

for the first time . .. a continent little known to Americans .. and a 

/1 (~ 
continent they Bheald~ to know quickly . 

" 
For it would be tragic if our childhood images of 

~ 
an Jtfrica full of lions , BllldmJdmhimJm white hunters , and impen~trable 

facts of the 
jungle should obsure the dynamic and exciting experiment in nation-building 

that is going on there today . , __ , . 
I~ .AJ 

~ Africa 1s a continent of young niittireBs struggling 
/) 

through the growing pains that characterized our own first years 

)
. -I-_~~ ~~0/))~ as a democracy. t is the continent where ~ · ~, 

it is where of 'bfl:e 



/ 

The Jm~~he African leaders I met were pragmatists 

~ ~-- supposedly 
to a man. ~ from fearing th~permicious influence of foreign 

private 
capitalism, they welcome foreign investment as a critical tool for 

'\ 

growth: 

Far fr m seeking! glory o:r:ao.net0""%ie'*ty on the world 

sceen by indulging in 

the job in education, in health, 

in land reform,~in n\ ional opment e~~~--:;..:~ ~if 
t;,p,t(<!:qu/fr/ 7 f. 6 : 

every 40% op all 

A 

And I found a remarkab~e amount of good will toward 

the UNited states--admiration for our achievements in industry, ~ 

agriuclture , and in the business of democratic living. T~mam 

~reover , America seems to have a youthful image in Africa--an image 
I talked toe also s&em to see a ;youtbfnl 4JW3lib; in AMei!Ca wlilch 

which 
t 

P :rhaps that is because 

8m 75 percent of all AFricans are under 26 years of age. 

I, I 
economic assistance progrma,s bas played a 



1.,V11<:>vJ."IAI,;.I.vVO:::: .L"U.I.O:::: .1.11 .t"II.L".I.I,;t:l, ~ ~ 

)~ I think our role must incrase. 
~ 

} rn>,,-,..,,., ~ c-. _ - 0A.__J 
~are 39~nations ia-~~·ca-;(20 million people- -who can not 

get adequate developmental assistance from tmmmmm the 

powrs . J!irnllmbmdmnmnmtnJ!n•tmmnmmmjrmmahiiJ.DinnshiiDlmrlmniiiDillhmniJ.m.ll:h/ 

aid from communist 

s,~ t~ some of them have clerly demonstrated, 

I think there is aa ia~ePtaBt role not only for the UNited 

( 

o--~-~ 

States overnment in Africa , fmmmm but for the American private 

A. 
sector. The climate tmamamianmxmn many of those co tries is 

extremely farova,le for responsible private investment ~ 
'\ -r- , ~ 

a:mr \the opportunities to ~a;t:d."liiJ il€ contribut::Wtg to i:rlae economic 

6-J ;w-+1~_. c- r!' P /~_/zt:, ~ < ~ 
growth ~e enor"' ts .r 

the establishmnt of a private Council 

for Africa to encourage the U.S. Pf·Vate secotr 
p._li' jf ./..,!--_ L-

tO inwat in Aft ice ~ 

amdmtmnmammmtmmm mnmnmn~mnmemabnmt 
;~~~_,_._.~, 

As for the 
. ~_Ar-"--; 
going to see rapid economic 

0--1 /' 
growth .iD-A:fi' ice -;- a continued cooperation. I think 

/"' r (.4;.. (, ) /\""~ T -4 

we shall see change wit~ stabilityTmn ~hink e are going to 

see Africa andAMerica grow closer together--provided we are tr o our 



own traditions mimm and cntinue to make perfectly clear o"J' 

full support for self-determin§tion and majority rule for all 

Africans. 

Next , a word about Vietnam: 

Last night the President reported to you that there 

~,~ 

has been progress in Vietnam-- hree free elections ... military 
A 

victories for American~,amdmn south Vietnamese and other allied 

troops ... a million more South Vietnamese now living in areas under 

government control. 

He said that .:ttm:::~-~ aggression continues--and 

~ 
that America ~ persevere. 

And he said,"Our goal is peace, and peace at the 

earliest possible moment." 

and ou~allies 
As you know w~are now exploring privately the~test North 

Vietnamese statements regarding negotiations to see whether 

they are compatible with the American position set forth by President 

Johnson at San Antonio~l those explorations are concluded, it 

would not be useful to say much more aboutfhe subject which is 

uppermost in the minds and hearts of every American--peace. 



I do , however , want to take a moment to emphasize thmnmn 

what is at stake in the a ievement of amm a peace with honor in Vietnam. 

thf! ~ interest 
First, The national ee&w.••y of the UNited States in 

in preventing 

--right. . ~Jinttibmew" an e ventua 1 mie±eer-confrontat1on i-s-.in.evi table. 

Second, the right of 250 million free people and ten 

free nations in Southeast Asia mmm freely to determine their own destiny; 

~ "~) 
Third/, the freedom and integrity of Sourth Vietnam with 

/1 

its new and still-fragile democratic institutions; 

e credibility of America's commitments. 

To ref g on 

+-/ " t .e.-
/- - r.k-<J ~tl~ -

dangero~; but to re ig on 

a commitment which has been upheld by three Presidents--a~ommitment 

which clearly serve) the national interest of this auntry--would ~ ~ 
~==--$ 
~~0 a:Lm;st~et t;aln]:y fl:sve-.fatal capse~s 

in th~s nuclear age . 

Amerca will not weaken , either in its determination 

to resist aggression .. or in 
~f{.._e, ~~~~ • • I;"> 

quest for a lasting peace . 

Finally,let leave you with this observation. 

months I have traveled in INdonesia, MCJaysia, and 



( ~c '- ~ £t, l ~~*'\-\ 
cities--including th~ oft~tonigh . 

) And one message stands out in my heart and in my mdmd 

more than any other: This human family o~ ours--whether it dwells 

in America, in Asia , in tatin AMerica or in the striving 

new nations of Africa--seeks but one thing. 

Eveyy u~ ~ being on this earth 

seeks to determine his own destiny in his own way--free of coercion and 

tyranny and want . 

h for that right and that freedom is the 

II 
great ~~~of this last thr d of the 20th century. It is being 

written in the new nations. It is being written in the cites and 

towns of America. P-" ~ ;( L,c, ~ ~ ~ c; fL. ,· 

~ ~~/i64 4 0( 

filmromm N8 tion1ills ee..,elop jMLllit means the same thl.ng -
everywhere today, at home qng abprllJdd;.;.· --------­
~ 

- - <; /) L/__ ~-~.~t· */ - - 'C!J' ..£) ,-vI~ u::- A-./ C. i '.1 t' f [, h 
..=_- Economic growth . 

- -Education to free the vi1tal human power in every child. 

~ Training, so that men may support their 

families in dignity . 

- - -Cities that are clean and safe 



7· 
- -Towns and rural communitie~here all the advantages 

and opportunities of modern so iety are at hand. 

- Creatj,ve use of na.t~restices ... resculng EmP riuers, 5 

--E "ting s1\rnce and technology for the benefit of 

man. 

It is ~ _::_--governments 

of color 

iumll'll6ft("nlhna 

And the ou~me of t~istoric quest depends heavily 

on us . {_Po->~~~,_._ if._, ,:u>-
~ , as the ri ch est, the strongest, the most 

powerful nation on this planet, can give leadership- ... can reach out 

and help o-J 
~ bring self-determination a greater part of 

our human family . 

1 Or we can turn selfishly inward . . . try to forget the 

others .. and leave this co~ and the world divided between ri~ 

and poor . . healthy and sick .. . hopeful and despairing ..• peaceful and mmm 



seething . . . threatening and mmm threatened. 

Yes we czm eeeeee as BQ g:Ul9iP aati9B has been raN e "t't> 

r chd'O'e&- in ±be :b.i.tgp~ gf map 

As the president said last night, "It is 

our will that is being tried , and not our strength; our 

sens e of purpose and not our ability to achieve a better Amr ica}J 

.,._ 
and a safer world. 

I think I know the AMerican people well enough to know which path 
Amumumu~n•m~a~mema~n•a~ 

they will choose. And I agree with the President's final assessment: 

1/ "If ever there was a people who sought more than 

mere abundance , it is our people . 

"If ever there was a nation that was capa'%:e of 

solving its problems , it is this nation. 

''If ever there were a time to know the pride and the 

excitement and the hope of being an Ailwu!naatt American, it is this time." 

=m~i=~~~::m::~~~a~~:;~::~:h~~~hat ' 

ee~xeoe~i'8'bee:mll!!ee1B!¥t&-;a!:HB~Ei~t~lil~~~t~:b.~g~p)Aiiet------*~ 
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Max R. Karrer (cont'd) --

On behalf of the Delaware State Chamber of Commerce 

I extend my congratulations to you and present to you this 

silver plate in recognition of this honor. 

The inscription to be engraved on the plate reads as 

follows: 

Delaware State Chamber of Commerce, Inc. 

The Marvel Cup 

Awarded Annually to a Citizen of Delaware Who 

Has Been Selected by His Fellow Citizens For 

Outstanding Service to the State, the Community, 

Society or His Fellowman, and Has Performed 

Something Worthy to be Remembered. k 

Emily H. Womac~ 
January 18, 1968 

And, for the permanent record, your name has been 

suitably inscribed on the Marvel Cup in front of us, 

which is kept on permanent display in the State Cham-

ber' s office. 

I presume you may want to say something now. 

Mrs. Womack -- (remarks) 

M)o~e~>~ 

ft\Q.S. E.Ml'-. ~. ~ d M ~ 'h 
\J \C.6 ~GZ..&S \ 0 E ~-..s T 
So~~~ \R.."ST c...o. --­
\...Au Q..B. " 1 \)& \... ,.._ fl C. 
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Max R. Karrer (cont'd) --

Traditionally, and for the past 17 years at these 

Annual Meetings, we have presented the Josiah Marvel 

Cup Award. 

The Award is presented each year to a Delawarean 

for outstanding service to the State, the community, 

society or to his fellow man. 

The silver cup originated with a presentation to Josiah 

Marvel in recognition of his voluntary service in reorgan­

izing the Chamber of Commerce in 1913-14. Mr. Marvel's 

heirs gave the cup to the State Chamber of Commerce for 

such use as the Chamber might decide. As a result, the 

Annual Josiah Marvel Cup Award was established. 

A committee of three was named to receive the nomin­

ations and to make the final decision. At this moment, 

very few know their decision. The recipient doesn't know. 

The committeemen are Dr. Robert H. Parker, Fulton 

Downing and Frederick Walter. 

Dr. Parker will make the report. 

Dr. Robert H. Parker -- (Bob will prepare his own remarks). 

Max R. Karrer -- Mrs. Womack, will you come up here, please? 
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