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Joun Ctmtbane

Qs HMp. Vice President, what loss of prestige has the Administration
suffered as a result of the Viet Cong Tet offensive?
A. I don't think 1ts a loss of prestige; I think there is a growing
recognltion 1n Anerica that this struggle in Vietvam is a dirfloult one,
is a trying one, its filled with uncertalntyes. I've aanncd-; steeling
of the Amerlocan attitude, that is a fixing of ourdesire to see it
through.
Qe Mr, Vice Ppesident, I'd like to ask you a question that I heard on
the bus this morning. Where do we go now in Vietnam? Our military
efferts and owr diplematic ¢fforts have failed to budge the ewemy toward
the peace table. Is 1t under tonsideration, toat qucation,.ﬂhero do we
go now?
A. Op course that 1s the continuing question before the Agministration,

the Ppesident and his advisors, The military is but one eoperation in
this struggde in Vietnam, this struggle is being waged on the military
frout, the political front, the economic, soclal and diplomatic fronts.
fhe military is a very vital part of it. The enemy has uot gained a
vietory; the enemy has suffered serious losses; the enemy's plan of
action to take over the clties, to establish or reestablish, as I should
say, 80 called 'revolutionary administrations'!, to force the government
in Salgon to its feet--to its knées and out of power, all of that has
falled. Therefore, what we see as m® our alternstive on the allies side

is to pursue the battle, hopefully to compel the ememy to pay such a
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price that he will see the futility of his struggle and at the same
time, and I repeat, at the same time to pursue relentlessly, every
diplomatic initiative thats humanly possible. Yyu ean't be sure when
diplomacy will work., We've seen this in other cases, in the Berlin
airlift for example, We surely know that in the case in Malaysia, where
the Malaysians had to fight the Communists for seven years that there
vwere times 1t looked almest hopeless, that Mglaysia could ever be free,
that they cculd resist the Communist guerrillas, but they did come out
victerious, they did win and there was peace established, I'm convinced
that if we pursue the course on which we are presently launched, eof
stern military resistance to the agression and to the guerilla and
successfully beating down the enemy on the military frout and at the
same time pursulng every possible avenue of diplomacy and hopefully
strengthening the political structure of Svuth Vietuam, that we'll see
light at the end of the tunnell

Q. Mr. Vice Ppesident, do you share ¢ e feeling of some people, both
in and out of government, that this r ecent and continuing Viet Cong
offensive 18 in a lensﬁ, their last gasp militarily, including what
happens at Khe Sanh, that this is the break polnt elther way,

A. I don'y think we can be sure of that. I don't want to make any
such predicition. I do think one can safely say, however, that the
terrible cost the enemy has paid in Jives and in material is one that
does drain their resources, I don'g consider the enemy to be madmen

in the sense of no judgment at all. I believe that He Chi Miph will
pursue a military victory if he thinks it is possible., If he finds
that he can not achieve his goals militarily, he has tow cholces, either
to withdraw from the scene of battle by de-es alation and golng back

to come
inte the Jungle and back up Hyrth, or xetugxto the conference table
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dn the hopes that he may galn something at the negotiating table, If
however, the military effort is a failure and I expect that it will be,

I believe that the day of negotiations is eloser st hand or at least the
day of de escalation and withdrawal back into the countryside and beyond
the frountiers., I don'g think there is agy way to predict when that day
will be and I don'¢ think any one can predict or safely predict that this
1= the last gasp. I doubt it. Ithink the enemy still has manpower,
8t111 has equipment and iundeed, the sources of equipment, but I doubt
that it will be able to mount as effective an offensive as it has recently.
The poiunt that we ought to keep in mind is trat the polnt of this
offensive, the mili ary objectives, first of all falled, the peolitical
objectives are still in question., I think myself they failed, but if
Xaxm there is still yet another offensive it may be that they can
terrorize the peopulation apnd thereby destroy morale in Sputh Vietnam. I
doubt that., I don'g think seo. I think theevidence is preponderently
against that, And why do I say so? DBecause there has been wo mass
defection of people, there was no upriszing teo support the Viet Cong which
the Viet Cong Comuunist forees expected and there were no desertions or
defections of the Armed forces of Sputh Vietnam. And by the way, all
the captured documen 8 of the Ngorth Vietnamese and Viet Coug indicate
that they had expected (when I say they, the Communists) had expected
that there would be substantial defections and desertions in the ARVN

in, the Sputh Vietnamese military forces and the popular forees. Ipstead
of that happening, gentlemen, thepopular forees, the regional forces,
these are the militia type--they fought bravely and not a single major
unit of the ARVN, of the Army of the Rgpublic of Vietnam deserted or
defected. They fought bravely, infact their best aceount in the battle
thus far was when the battle was brought to them in their citles,
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Qe Mp. Vice President, I wonder if you could clarify this concern that
you hear in the Senate . d ip other phaces in Wgshington, that although
t'e enemy pald a very high price in Vietnam, it did accomplish the
cbjective of undermining the confldence in the Sglgon's govermment to
protect the cities and the people even with the ald of the U,lted Sgates,
Could you clarify that,

A, Well, as 2 matter of fact, I'm afrald our friends in the Congress
have had thelr eyes fixed primarily on Sgigon. Hany other cifics.

many other communities in Vietnam cover the past two and a half years
have suffered attacks repeatedly from the terrorist, the subversives,
the guerrilla aund the Viet Cong. We know for example that Da Ngng air
base has been mortared a half a dozen more times andxmxkmXfxxxxxx other
conmunities apd metropolitan areas have beenh under xkxx attack and so
that in so far as the safety of any city was concerned there never has
been any guarantee of perfect safety. I would think that what this
recent attack demonstrated was that while the Viet Cgng could run
suicidal missions, so to speak, terroristic missions, it was unable to
hold a mtk single city, 1t was unable to get control of any adminlstrative
structure. It did not break down the government of Sgigon, as a matter
of fact as I speak to you, the Agsembly, the elected peoples' assembly
in Sgigon is 1n session and for the first time that Agsembly is supporting
the govermment with a total unanimous vote. Ipstead of the gevernment
being demoralized, shattered, the fact of the matter is that Ppesident
Thieu is probably stronger today &s a result of this attacks during the
Tet period than before. And surely Vice Fresldent Ky has come to the
forefront again along with Gen., Rgmgy Thang, and you may recall that
Gen. Thang, the head of the pacification effort had resigned just prior
to the Tet attack, What did he do then after the Tet attack, he canme
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back, Hg is today, along with Ky, in charge of restoration and
reconstruction in all of t he eitles in Victoam, Hy is back in one of
the senior positions in all of the government and not a single one of
the top officers in Vietnam has, well, gone over to the enemy, has
shown any weakuness, that i3 any military wealmness, They fought bravely
and I repeat, between 55 and 90 per cent of the action in this recent
offensive was handled by the Sguth Vietnamese themselves., Thats why
they had more casualties than did we Americans., They did a very good
job and the goverpment still is kXX doing 1ts job, still has administratiy
centrol and I think has gained considerable support.

Q. Mp. Vice Ppesiient, how do we capitalize on a military fallure by
the enemy out t here?® Do we increase our military pressure on him?

A. Well, as you probably know, the Sputh Viet amese themselves are
asking for more troops. And by the way, here is ancther indication of
whats developed., Pplor to this Tet offensive they've been argulng and
argulng in the Agsembly about whether or not they ought to have 65,000
more thaops which had been pledged ...

Qe Ypu mean more South Xiekxme Vietuames@....

A. South Vietnamese troops. Now the government and the assembly agree
that these thin: s must be done. They are calling back men to the colors
that had been mustered sut, they'pe wxteuding the periecd of enlistment,
they'pe calling up young men aged 17 and 18 when before they were
arguing about age 19, I don'g call that a weakness in the government.
Ag far as we are concerned, the ammount, the force levels that had beem
established are going to be maintained. Gen. Wgstmoreland made a
request Tor some additional troops but that was withlin the ‘orce levels
that had been agreed last fall between the President and Gen. Westmoreland
I think our force level, If I'y not mistaken, is slightly over 5003000
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We have no plans that I kx m know of to X expand or increase that level,
Q, Them if there is an increase in force levels it should come from

the South Vietnamese?

A, Wgll, let me put 1t this way, one can't predict what will happen

in the days ahead, but I know of no plans and there no plans as of now,
to increase the force levels of Upnited Syates troops in the area. There

are plans to increase the force level of the South Vietnamese, they wil

give greater participation and hopefully there are forces that will be

coning in from Thailand tngn:;t:i?llllllt areas,

Qs Should our reservists pluck some hope from that Mp, Vice Ppeslident?

A, Well I let the Comander-in-Chief speak on these matters most of

the time,

Q, Mp. Vice Fresident, you mentioned signs of a stiffenin. determination
in the Upited States. Dp you see the possibility of a more hawkish

attitude on the part of the Upited Sgates pressuring the Agministration
toward another escalation of the war?

A, Hg, I waa impressed however, with the recetm uvblic opinlon aurveys

which show that there 1s greater publiec support teday for our effort in

Vietnam apnd our commitment in Vietnam., That doesn'g mean that all those

who support owr committment in Vietpamx are happy with the ways things

are going but there is no real body of eopinion in Aperica for withdrawal.
I thipnk thils is very important, In other words, when the shock attack

came over the T,t perilod, instead of the Ajerican people saying Wgll, its

bad and its terrible and we ought to get out, the Agerican people by

the substantial inorease in the measurement of public opinion sald, wno

we'ye there, we've golng to see it through. I don't think this means a

more hawkish attitude. What I think this means is a greater determination

and I believe that thils will have a very good effect overseas and particul
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in Hgnol. I believe that when the men im Hgnoi, Ho Chl Mgoh and his
cohorts, begin to sense that helr attacks are nobt demoralizing the
Agerican publie, are not able to sestroy the fabric of goverament in
Sguth Vietnam, the; are net resultlng in nass desertions and defections
of ARVN troops of South Vietnam, I think the men of Hgnol are goimg %o
take a second look--Il can't tell you what they are going to come out
with but if it happened to us, the same thing, gentlemenk I think we'g
be having some real second and third looks around here. Can you imagine
what would happen in the United States if Xkx our forces had suffered
sueh ineredible losses, Can you imagine what people would be saylug
about our Ppesident and about our officers. New I imow that a pollce
state doesn't have this freedom of public épinion, but you can'y stop
people from thinking and despite the closed E» soclety, the word is
getting back to North Vietnam that this offensive was not a success,
they are unable to hold, they have been driven back, they'ye been killed
by the thousands and there have been more capbtives in the last nonth

in Vietnam than in the preceeding year. lMpre /H.rth Vietnamese and
Viet Cong captives and we're galning a great deal of informatiom.

Q. Wnat effect mxm has this had on the North Vietnamese public and

the government in your opinion?

A, I can only surmlse. I don't think we have a y way of measuring
that but I always asume that the opposition has some men of thought and
I know they have men of capability.

Q. Mp. Vice President, what do you think, if any, is gelng to be tThe
effect on our whole nat’ onal posture with relation to the expected
racial unrest this sunmer if the Senate does not act on the civil rights
bill in some form, a bill which has neem by the Hjuse.

A. Mp, Thels let me put it this way, I believe that if the Congrass
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would pass some of t he elvil rights measures that are before us, it
would have a salutory effect. It would be helpful. Byt truthfully, and
I'm in very strong support of these proposals, not only because they'pe
Agninistrat on propo:sals, but I'ye felt this way for years, what is
really more required thau anything X else right now 1s activity and
progress on the Job front--on the real opportunity front--housing, jobs,
economic opportunity, schooling and when Ppesident Jghnson anunounced
in Sgate of the Unlon message this great concentration on employment
of the hard core unemployed and asked Mr, Henry Ford II to hesd up the
national business allliance of private business, I think this what is
¢losest to the hearts of the people in the ghettos now and whats really
close to the hearts of the people in owr nincrity groups. Ty be sure
we need civil rights legislation and the open housing legislation being
sponsored b Sen. Hgndale in the Sgnate, I think would be very, very
helpful., It gives people the freedom, well, the freedom of movement,
I don'y think it mean necessarily, even if it passed, that there would
be any great shift of where pe ple live but people would at least feel
that they have the right te live where they want to live and this is
very, very important. The protection of ecivil rights workers is very
very lmportant, the integrity of our jury system 1s very, very important;
all of these are important pleces of leglslation, but gentlemen it si
my view that the emotional interest on the legislative front is less
today than it was a few years ago, and the great concern of the people
in the ghettos and the slums is for economic a nd social opportunity,
for a better education, for Jbbs, for rewarding employment, for the
ch ance to be an active partielpant in the social and economic life,
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Q. Pursulng t.at subject, Mp., Vice Ppesident, what more can the executive
branch do that X=xk it is not doing now, or has not deme in the past, to
carry this effort forward and try to improve these realities of opportunity
A, Wgll, the execubive branch through the direction of t he President is
bending every effort to open up these doors of ecounomic and soclal
opportunity in the fleld of education and our guidelines on desegregation
in the emphasis of educational assistance disadvautageﬁ and owr elementary
and secondary educatlon acts, our higher education proposal, our youth
epportunity program--the Ppeslident directed me as you know, to be cha irsgn
of the President's Cguncil on Youth Opportunitys., We'pe launching for
the third year now a very extensive program in cooperation with the
goversors and mayors apnd private industry and the veluntary groups of
truly a sumuer of opportunity for young people. Igs essentlally a suumer
program,With youngsters coming out of school in late Mgy and early June,
what are they goln; to do? Well, last year, we found 1,200,000 jobs

in this coun ry for youth between the ages of 16 and 21. This year we
want to step that up to 1,500,000 with at least mfx 200,000 more of the
disadvantaged, hard core unemployed young people between the ages of 16
and 21, We'll expand owr recreation and camping program. Give you one

* 11ttle examplet two years ago the B,y Sgouts of America had 265 boys,
disadvantaged boys from the slums in their scouting program. Lgst year
with our cooperative efforts, 25,000, This year I just met with thamee
they're going to have 50,000, Now thats nok a great thing, but its a
substantial achievement, HNow private 1lndustry is golung to work on the

job training front, on the job placing and job recrutiment front. I

met the business council, reperesenting someof the top business leaders
of the Upited Sgates. M, Ford and myself were with them for a couple
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of hours this past week in Washington D.C. and we outlined there what
could be done by the privabe sector an’ I'm happy to tell you that
business in A, crieca teday is exclited about this, they know they have to
dog 1t, they know the cin llenge is there, so with the Ppesident worklng
congress and with the executive department and working with H,, Ford and
the Vice Ppesident sort of backstopping this, end all of us pushing
and pulling together, I think we're goling to make some genuine progress,
Q, Hpe Vice Ppesident, I spoke only this mornin; with a member of
your Agministration whe 1s very intimately concerned with this problenm.
He sald something that I thought--it ilmpressed me very much, He sald
we were in a race agdinst time, we were 1n a race against the ricts thls
sumuer, we were in a race against the balck militants, The President's
job training program, the concentirated program that you mentioned,
provides for 100,000 jobs over the next 18 meonths, I bellieve. Ig this
enough in magnitude to win that race?
A, Vg provide for 500,000 jobs 1n the next three years and thats exclusiv
of the 200,000 jobs that relate to young people between Ir the ages of
16 and 21, Now ik I must just as well be very candid about 1t, and when
1 spoke to our business leaders I was exceedlngly frank and sisxzizzpohs
toxaxexbeenixsxexixz they thanked me for it. They didn'y get, they
sald, a snow job. The got candor and frankness and the truth, We are
up against a herd and diffcult assggment. The hard core unemployed are
not going to respond to a job opportunity just beecause you put mp a
gign and say help wanted., You literally have to go find them, and recrult
them and train them and help them adjust to the disciplines of work,
Mgny of these people have never kno'n what it was to be on a job, they've
had no experience at work. Hany of them % are illdterate, illiterate
not only in terms of reading and writing but industrially 1lliterate.
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They have no experience in terms of reporting to work on time. They
don't know what to do about & shop steward or even a f oreman, what to
do Xx even on a coffee break, how to get on bus and get toxwmsk =
Job, This is a serious and difficult problem. Tyansportation, health
problems, Ijliteracy problems are involved here. There are nox guick
and easy answeres, Lhmk and I must say in all candor, that if people are
looking on the job program as an instant cure for rioting they are golmg
to be dilspppointed. I don'y know if this will allieviate the riot
problem. I'm not even sure we'ye going to have riots --I know everyome
is talking about them and you can talk yourself into trouble, its hard
to talk yourself out. I do think we have to pe prepared fof a difficult
time this summer, bubt we mmkhyg ought to look upen jobs and Jeb tralning
and job placement as necessary responsbbilities, as responsibilitics
and necessitieis in owr scelety. Hopefully it will allievate the
tenslon, hopefully it may quiet thy down emotions and = save us from
viclence and trouble. I can'g be sure, but I know we've got to do
it. I know without 1%t will be a worse summer,
Q. How do you answer a Dyp. Martin Luther Eing who intends to come to
Washin ton thls summer with something like his civlil discbediance
campalgn and 2ays you're not planning enough?
A. Well, we expect that men lilke Dy, Lyther King will say that we're
wot plamning enough, I suppose 1ts true that none of us ever do quite
enough. We maybe don't even know what 1s quite enough, but I don't
think we ought to presume that Dp. King is golng to break the law, 1s
golng to be violent. I don't think we ought to assume the worse., I
think it might be well if we tried to finds ways and means by which the
laws could be ablded by and I can assure of ome thing, that if there
is vielation of the laws in terms of oriminsl behavier by anyome, or
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violence or rioting that our municipalities, our states and govermment
are prepared to deal X with it, but just as we must seek to restrain
violence and we must prevent lawlessness in our streets, likewzise we
must have a conmittment to soclal Justice and to providing the equality
of opportunity and not only providing it but helping to malke 1t real,
You see there are two sides to this coin. Oy the one hadn, there is

no room for rioting and violence and eriminal behavior and hoolignaism
because you don't get anyplace this way,because all i1t does is to destroy
but on the other hand having said that and having restrainedthe

violk noe or having subdued, it you have an equal obligation to try to
break through these prejudices, these barriere th: .t have denled people
equality of oppertunity and a chance to make somethlng out of Kkexxk
thelr lives.

Q. Mp. Vice President, did you resign from the HAACP about the same
gime you left the ADA?

A, Up, I don'g belleve I ever did., Ag a matter of fact I'm not very
sure about my memberships but I'm very much in support of the work

the NAACP had done through theyears, I believe I may have a membership
out in Myunesota.

Qe Hgow did you feel about the ADA endorsing your former colleague, I
guess he'g still your colleague, Seh. Hugene MeCarthy?

A, Well, as I have indicated, when I became Viee Fremident X was no
longer a member of ADA, I helped build ADA, I'm very praim prodd of
that and I was an officer of ADA but I thought when I toock on the high
office of Vice Xzmmmx President 1t would be both...well it wouldn'g
help elther ADA or me. Ip cther words, they were golng to take positions
as they have throughout the yesrs, from whatever Administration wast in
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power, They didn'y always g agree with Jghn Kgnnedy,xuma thx;::ziy;
xiwngs agree with Harry Teuman for & perlod of time. I,fact they were
ready tod ump him until they got the message and understood what was
going on. Thats when I came into ADA, They disagreed with President
Johnson recently but they suppo ted him actively im 1964, Their
support of Eugene MoCarthy was something that wasn't unexpected and I
think the Senator will have to decide whether this 1s a blessing or not,
Qe Dg you think 1t will be?

A, I don'g like to pass on jJjudgments for my friends. I do kzaw know
thise-the Fresident's program is one that a sensible, progressive
liberal in this country, or a middle of the roader or a grod Agerican
ought to support. I'm sorry that some people have disagreed with us so
strongly on Vietnam that thay've let it bedome the one issue that has
beclouded their judgment. Byt people are entitled to make mistakes you
know,.

Q. Ypu're suggesting that they may be coming back into the fold after
Novemeber?

A. Well I surely wouldn't want tod eny anyone that opportunity and I'M
not going to be scolding people. I would welcome support from any
responsible source.

Qs Ygur fellow Dgmocrat from HMinuesota, Sen. MgCarthy has suggested
that if he were Vice Ppesident, feeling as he does, that he would be
xuxE sllent mome often these days. Do you feel a need for that gelden
substance?

A, UHgll, if I felt as Sen. MgCqrthy does, I suppose I would be silent.
But I don'g feel the way Sgn. MoCgarthy does and just as he expresses his
right to dissent, I express my right of advecacy. I have a high regard
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for my colleague and friend firom Mynnesota but I'm in strong support
not only of the President,but of what the P.esident stands for at home
and abroad,

Qs Dp you find the MeCarthy candidacy stimula ting?

As, Ipteresting.

Qe Thank you very much sir,
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