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VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY
SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WAR ON HUNGER
WASHINGTON, D.C.

FEBRUARY 20, 1968

This is a peace conference.

We are here today to talk about food -- the key to peace,
to security and development...at home and abroad... for
every nation.

For in a world where the majority of men still lead a
hand to mouth existence...where hunger and malnutrition
still destroy mental and physical powers...where war,

pestilence and famine still ride hand in hand...there can

Noteonthow b
be real security gg.full development for any of usg

o?&o/m .
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Q)ur generation has already known better than any

other the prophecy of Isaiah: "And it‘ shall come to pass,

that when they shall be hungry they shall fret themselves,

_l-—-_._-

and curse their king and their God."

————

AAnd it is not difficult to imagine a nightmare

world in the future in which Thomas Malthus' terrible

[ U———

prophecies will come true.
—— i

A What is sometimes difficult to remember, however,

Q@ =
amidst all the grim statistics, is that the Malthusian trap

is not inescapable.

[ It is_within our power to throw back the jaws

of that trap...to make decent nutrition, like sun and air

J /
the birthright of every human being,

lWe must constantly remind ourselves that primitive
-_—

technology -- not inadequate food growing potential -- is

W

responsible for starvation yields in many countries today.
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L Add a little fertilizer, a little water, some improved

seed, the tools and techniques of modern agriculture to

—

the dust of those flelds and output increases radlcally {
.,

Z We must remember also that self-help efforts in

countries like India, Pakistan and Taiwan, in Latin America

e

P e

and Africa, are beginning to pay off.

[ We now expect that the world will produce more foodgrains

this crop year than ever before in man's history -- not

only because of good luck or good weather, but because

of solid, tanglble progress in agriculture. J

M There is progress in family pIannmg, too, even though

the rewards of that progress -- a significant downturn in

the world birth-rate -- may yet be a decade or more away.
The amount of resources now devoted to population planning...
the knowledge of contraceptive methods...and public acceptance

i
is at an all-time high, | Today our foreign assistance investment

family planning is 17 times what it was five years ago.
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EmaHy, we must constantly remind ourselves that

it is not destiny...not any tragic inevitability in the human

condition. .. but people like us all around the world who

will decide whether children born this year grow up strong

and healthy -- or sick and hopeless,

4 Yes, there is reason to hope -- and because of it,
—

more reason than ever for concerted, decisive action.
- e
Z What weapons are now at hand for our war on hunger?

Food. We, and the other developed nations capable
of producing food beyond our own domestic and commercial

export needs, have an invaluable resource -- a resource

which can buy time while developing countries struggle to

their own feet agriculturally.

A But fggd can be much more than a stop-gap palliative

— e —

for famine.

Z In most developi ng economies it can be invested,

just like money, in capital improvements which in turn
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increase agricultural self-sufficiency.
Z_.Iust three months ago, | visited a successful

U.S. sponsored food-for-work project at Demak, I ndonesia,

where irrigation %’were being cleaned and restored.

to use.
——

/ Some 450 thousand tons of American @_od were invested

in that kind of project last year alone.

[ And food is the equivalent of hard cash for development

spending in countries where foreign exchange must

——

ordinarily be spent for food imports.

ZOur present Food for FreMgm m designed

specifically to serve those developmental objectives. It

enables us to do much more than simply release accidental

R e

surpluses when the famine signal goes up.!
——
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4 We can now produce whatever is required to meet

developmental needs} over and above the demands of our

commercial market, However, we must be sure that in the

process we provide a fair return to our own producers, %

Z But the war on hunger is not an exclusively

American challenge. It is a challenge shared by all mankind...

and all will suffer if it is not successfully met.

Z We have therefore begun to work with the other

developed nations to establish a systematic international foo

—— - n _—

aid program.

Z That is the purpose of the Food Aid provisions which
were part of the Kennedy Round negotiation and which are now
before the Senate for ratification.

The Food Aid Convention calls for 4.5 million tons

of grain to be supplied by the developed nations each year --
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of which I.9 million would come from the United States.
The major share would be provided by other developed
nations in gr_eii_n or cash equivalent, thus increasing

commercial demand. We hope to expand those quantities

in the future.
Z The Food Aid Convention is accompanied by a

Mﬁ\greement designed to assure farmers in all

participating nations better prices for grain sold on the

international market -- prices substantially higher than that

specified in the 1962 Wheat Agreement.

Z The concept of an international food aid compact was

at first misunderstood in some developed countries --
particularly those which have food deficits themselves and

therefore felt they had nothing to contribute.
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During my visit to Europe last spring | made every
effort to impress upon the heads of state with whom | met
that all developed nations not only had an obligation to give
what they could -- if not food, then money -- but that such
assistance would also serve to expand and stabilize world markets.
I am proud to say we had some success.
Ratification of the Food Aid Convention will be only a
beginning -- but a good beginning -- in setting a pattern for
the future.

It is a basis from which international cooperation in

e ——

the war on hunger can be expanded, not only for the benefit
of the developing nations but as a means of providing new

markets and more price protection to farmers everywhere.

_/_ The 0.E.C.D. has considered additional paths toward

international cooperation in the war on hunger, as have the

members of UNCTAD.
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We look forward to the time in the future when all

developed nations -- without regard for ideology -- will

join with all developing nations as full participants in similar

food aid and technology programs.

The time is here for a world without politics when

it comes to hunger.

So international cooperation is a second important tool.

X Next comes technology.

Z A very few years ago we thought most farmers in the
developing nations were hopelessly comsswsatimsss= bound to the
techniques their forefathers had used for literally thousands
of years.

A Today, many of those same farmers have created an
- ——————
insatiable demand for fertilizer and improved seeds that has

P i i < el

even caused black markets in agricultural inputs in some

A e .

countries.
———
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Farmers from Turkey to India this year harvested
g

millions of acres of high-yield Mexican wheat developed

by the Rockefeller Foundation -- a scant 3 years after

its introduction.

Z l,mproved rice varieties developed at the [nternational
—————
Rice Research Institute in the Philippines are now being
e

adapted for use in over 20 major rice producing countries and

promise to triple or quadruple yields.g
— E——

4 We can expect our laboratories and eerri mental farms
to offer more technological progress in the future, But the
real challenge before us today is to get the benefits of what we

already know into the hands of the farmers and the mouths

of their child[g_n.

That means extension work.
P e S e

th means adapting our past discoveries to the needs

of ' intensive agriculture.
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th means localized rural radio stations and

inexpensive transistor radios to carry the news of improved

wne ke ]
Ty

technigues. .

)\lt means ade_guateai@pensive cr_e_qit, easily obtained.,

(It means incentive returns to the farmer to break
—— .

the cycle of toil and poverty that is the essence of

agricultural backwardnessg

LTS
ANow, let me say a word about the private sector

as a weapon in the war on hunger.

LAgrlculture st @ private enterprise in America. So

is the production of fertilizer, pesticides, farm implements,g

T R

/ So are our thriving farm cooperativesg,
M

Even the development and dissemination of new

technology -- once the exclusive preserve of our Land Grant

s

colleges and our extension service -- is increasingly being taken
A ——t a—

over by the private sectorLToday fully half of all U.S.

——y

agricultural research is financed and conducted by private firms.
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K Private promotional efforts deserve a lot of the
credit for keeping American agriculture progressive and
s e e Aot

the envy of other nations.

z So when we talk about the agricultural resources

America has to offer to the WOI’I(}' #’ independent farmer}
wm®e cooperatives, and booming new agribusinesses must be
L — ] P s e = S B

counted as leading assets.
A S g g

LCooperatives and foundations, many of which are

—m

represented here today, have already provided significant

technical assistance.

—-'-.___"_______.

APrivate industry has played the major role in

exporting commodities sold under PL-480, and over 70
pos. — —— ——

charitable organizations have helped distribute American,

food abroad.

e e
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ANeedIess to say, agricultural development will mean
Ut e ———— T R
economic development in general -- and a growing market

P e e e

for commercial exports of food, farm equipment and /)

AP Tq e raad

agricultural chemicals.
1S,

2 American farmers today invest roughly 42 dollars

per acre in production supplies from the non-farm sector
T T

each year, 1 Japanese farmers spend more than that for
chemicals alone./ Farmers in all developing nations will soon
Bt AT
begin to rely much more heavily on the products of
agribusiness.

A | think the American free enterprise system can
tap that market -- and help feed millions in the process.
e ————

4 Finally, let me mention the most critical need of

all -- self-help on the part of the developing nations.

ASome of them are already doing well.
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ZBut as Geerge Woogs, President of the World Bank,

said in New Delhi a week ago, many still fail to grasp the
= = « 0
terrible urgency of their situation. Lﬂ':""“"‘-" MM.,.J
#——

AThere is much more to do in all aspects of economic

development -- in agriculture and family planning, in land reform,

——

in industrial development and export promotion, in management

b
and maintenance of progress already achieved.y M'mw

AThere is more to do in shaking off dogma and ‘f

doctrine that make good anti-colonial rhetoric but bad

o= ey

development policy.
é)ne of the most inhibiting of these is the outdated

notion that foreign private investment means exploitation.

l\ln the colonial era that true, But
today a new breed of capitalists -- domesticated capitalists,
if you like -- are ready to offer not exploitation but jobs,

management, production of exportable goods, and progress.

g e e
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LThere is, of course, more to national development than
progress in agriculture -- as critical as that progress is.

There must be education -- to emancipate the mind
and release the human potential of every human being.

There must be health care -- to protect and preserve
the vitality of our God-given human resources.

Without those three necessities of human development,
all the shiny factories and new roads, the banks and bicycles
that are the usual symbols of economic development become
little more than vainglorious monuments.

This is a time when the world's intentions for
its future are being sorely tested...on the battlefield. ..
in quiet Foreign Office corridors...in our souls.

Nowhere is that test greater than on the dusty plots
and in the humble villages on the front lines of the war on

hunger.



16~
We know the dimensions of the battle.

We have the weapons to fight it.

But do we -- and all others who are comfortable

M

and prosperous -- have the will to make a small sacrifice
T
today for a peaceful tomorrow?
Sometimes | fear that Gunnar Myrdal is right --

that we live on, "attending to the business of the day without

giving much thought to the unthinkables ahead of us."

There is a bill before the United States Congress
today to extend a PL-480 program which is surely one of
the most enlightened documents in the bleak annals of
international relations.

ZWe must pass it.
There is also the President's request for a foreign

aid authorizationLFully one half of the development aid in

that request will be devoted specifically to war on hunger.
s o
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We must pass it.
e have the chance to be remembered in history as
the generation that finally decided to make its commitment
to security and development for all mankind -- and to

make an adequate diet the right of every child.

t##



ADDRESS BY
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H., HUMPHREY
SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WAR ON HUNGER*
WASHINGTON HILTON HOTEL
WASHINGTON, D. C.
FEBRUARY 20, 1968

This is the sort of Conference the world longs for.

This is a peace conference and I want you to fed, act, live,
and talk in that spirit.

If I were to select a text for this conference, it would be one I have
used a hundred times, but its use in no way destroys its newness or its
profundity. That great peasant priest and beloved spiritual leader,
Pope John XXIII, said, "Where there is constant want, there is no
peace. "

In a world where the majority of men still lead a hand-to-mouth
existence, where hunger and malnutrition still destroy mental and
physical powers, where war, pestilence, and famine still ride hand-in-
hand, there can be no peace. Nor can there be real security or full
development for any of us.

Moreover, I believe with all sincerity that national development
and national security are one and inseparable. It is a message we
must learn. Security is essential if there is to be development. And

there is no security without development. They go hand-in~hand.

*Called by the Committee on the World Food Crisis, Inc.



No matter how many good works we may perform, if there
is violence and lawlessness, there is no development. No matter
how much you may suppress the violence, if there is no development
there is no peace. So we have a big task before us.
Our generation has already known better than any other the
prophecy bf Isaiah: "And it shall come to pass, that when they
shall be hungry they shall fret themselves, and curse their king
and their God. "
Ghandi once said: "To the hungry man food is God." The
Romans said: "Where there is hunger there is no reason."
Where there is want and deprivation, there is restlesspess and
hopelessness, frustration and violence.
It is not difficult to imagine a nightmare world in which
Thomas Malthus's terrible prophecies will come true.
I remember when as students we used to discuss the Malthusian
theory. We sort of laughed at it. Today we take it very seriously.
What is sometimes difficult to remember, however, amid
all the grim statistics, is that the Malthusian trap is not inescapable.
It is within our power to throw back the jaws of that trap...to
make decent nutrition, like sun and air, the birthright of every

human being.



We must constantly remind ourselves that primitive technology--
not inadequate food growing potential--is responsible for starvation
yields in many countries today.

If you add a little fertilizer, a little water, improved seeds--the
tools and techniques of modern agriculture--to the dust of those
fields~-even the barren desert--oufput increases rapidly.

We know what to do, and we have the means to do it. It is all
the more reason that we will never be forgiven if we fail to do it.

We must remember also that seli-help efforts in countries
like India, Pakistan, and Taiwan, in Latin America and Africa, are
beginning to pay oif.

We now expect that the world will produce more foodgrain this
crop year than ever before in man's histery--not only because of

good luck or good weather, but because of solid, tangible progress
in agriculture to which you and many more like you have contributed.

And there is progress, too, in family planning, even though the
rewards of that progress--a significant downturn in the world
birthrate--may yet be a decade or more away. The amount of
resources now devoted to population planning. ..the knowledge of
contraceptive methods. . .and public acceptance is at an all time
high. Today our own foreign assistance investment in family

planning is 17 times what it was five years ago.



We must constantly remind ourselves that hunger is not the
destiny or the tragic inevitability, of the human condition. People
like us all arsund the world will decide whether children born this
year will grow up strong and healthy--or sick and hopeless. It's
in our hands.

I am constantly reminded of what the President said in his
State of the Union address. We have no lack of capacity in this
country, we have no lack of ability, we have no lack of know-how,
The only question is: Do we have the will? Do we have the purpose?

I am one of the few optimists, you know, left in Washington.
They fade away each time there is a little more difficulty. I
happen to believe the history of our country is on my side, or I
should say that I think I am on the side of the history of our country.
We can do anything we want to do--if we are willing to put curselves
to the task. The problem is not resources, not know-how, but a
marshaling of our resources, the will to use them, and agreement
on objectives. There is reason to hope, and because of it, more
reason than ever for concerted and decisive action.

The fact that we know we can wage a war on hunger is itself
very constructive, positive, and hopeful. The fact that we have
declared war on poverty is, in itself, a revelation of the moral

purpose of this nation.



There have been hungry people for centuries, and there have
been poor people for centuries. But only in this decade--only in
this decade--have this great America of ours and other nations
decided to declare war on these ancient enemies of mankind.

Many people are going to say we've not done enough. But I say
the fact that you've made the decision to do something about these
great trials and burdens of mankind is in itself a victory. Until
one has decided what to do and expressed a willingness to do it,
there is no hope for victory.

Oyr forefathers, in their struggle for our independence, had to
decide first of all that they were going to win--that it was worth
the sacrifice. And they said: "We pledge ourlives, our fortunes,
and our sacred honor." They pledged everything. They made the
decision, and then seven years later, with the help of the French
and others--and with technical assistance from the more developed
countries--we finally gained our independence. In the meantime,
the capital in the United States had been shifted eleven times.
Soldiers had deserted by the thousands. Tories had gone to other
lands and the country was sorely divided.

So if you sometimes feel a little hopeless today, just remember
how we got started. I love to talk about this, because I used to teach

this course. I am sort of refreshing myself just in case I have to

do it again.



I am always intrigued by these Johnny-come-lately Constitutional
experts who forget to read the history of our country. That great
Constitution which pledges free speech and free press was never
conceived with either. There was no free press. Nobody ever
looked in. They closed the doors. They locked in the members.
They even assigned two people to watch Benjamin Franklin--when
he got in his cups, he talked a little too much. And not a single
person who went there was ever elected. They were appointed, and
they didn't go to Philadelphia to write 2 new Constitution. They went
there under false pretenses. They said they were going to revise
the Articles of Confederation.

If anybody had known what they were going to do, they would never
had let them meet. A hundred were invited, 55 came, 39 stayed, and
38 signed. We didn't do too well starting out.

This is the history lesson for the morning. I mention it because
so many Americans these days to prove they are very, very learned
go around looking as if they are in pain. A learned man ought to be
a positive man. A person who has a knowledge of our country and
our culture ought to be filled with at least prudent optimism. We
can do what we have to do. And that's what we need in this country
today, a little less wringing of the hands and a little more searching
of the soul. We'll be able to do the things for our cities, for our

people, for our defense, for cur security that need to be done. We



have the means to do it. That's what Hubert H. Humphrey
thinks. And I have good reason to believe it.

What weapons are now at hand for our war on hunger?

The first is food. We, and the other developed nations capable
of producing food beyond their own domestic and commercial export
needs, have an invaluable resource--a resource whichcan buy time
while developing countries struggle to their own feet in agriculture.
That's what our food abundance is for. We can't feed the world alone
but we can buy time.

The next question is: What do we do with the time we buy?

Time is neutral, what you do with time determines whether it
becomes a liability or an asset.

Food can be much more than a stop-gap palliative for famine.

In most developing economies it can be invested, just like imoney,
in capital improvements which in turn increase agricultural seli-
sufficiency.

Just three months ago, I had an experience I'll long remember.

I visited a successful United States sponsored food-for-work project
in Demak, Indonesia, where irrigation ditches and tanks were being
cleaned and restored to full use by persons who had been unemployed.

Some 450 thousand tons of American food were invested in this kind of

food and work project last year alone.
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Food is the equivalent of hard cash for development spending
in countries where foreign exchange must ordinarily be spent for
food imports. Every one of you in this room knows this. We need
to tell the American people, we need to tell ourselves of the value
of this God-given commodity called food. It isn't just a palliative
for famine. Food is a currency in its own right. Food is hard cash
in a capital-starved economy. Spread this word, Get your Congressmen,
your economists, your media thinking more about it,.

Our present Food for Freedom program is designed especially
to serve these developmental objectives. It enables us to do much
more than simply release accidental surpluses when the famine signal
goes up. How good it is that we have finally arrived at a point of
national maturity where we look upon food as something to be used
helpfully, continucusly, comnstructively, rather than depending on
the accident of surpluses to feed and to help other people. This is
the fundamental change in the legislation that passed here just a few
years ago.

We can now produce whatever is required to meet developmental
needs, over and above the demands of our commercial market.
However, we must be sure that in the process we provida a fair return
to our own producers., And let me say this. You do not ask a munitions
company to produce one bomb without a profit. You do not ask one

air craft company to produce one supersonic plane without a profit.



Why do you ask American farmers to do it? They are entitled

to the same fair return on their investment as anyone else. And]I
know the argument--that this is the way it has always been. That was
the argument for child labor.

The American farmer is entitled to ask a price for his commodity
just like anybody else. General Motors didn't get big by having
customers come around and say, ' We'll give you so much for your
Chevrolet.” They have a price tag on it. That's the way Humphrey's
drugstore kept open, too, I might add.

But Mr, Farmer? He is the fellow you just offer something to! That ¢
doesn't go over with the Trade Union Movement. The Trade Union
Movement says, "'we will negotiate this contract, we'll bargain it
out with you. " I think our farm friends are beginning to catch on,
and somebody is going to find out that they know how to ask for a fair
price, too. That wasn't in this text that I have here, but I never fail
to say it.

The war on hunger is not, however, an exclusively American
challenge. It is a challenge shared by all mankind. . .and all mankind
will suffer if it is not successiully met.

We have, therefore, begun to work with other_devclopcd nations
to establish a systematic international food aid program.

This is the purpose of the Food Aid provisions of the Kennedy

Round negotiation on trade. The Food Aid Convention calls for
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4.5 million ton supply of grain to be supplied by the developed
nations each year--of which 1. 9 million would come from the United
States. The major share would be provided by other developed nations
in grain or cash equivalent, thus increasing commercial demand,
We hope to expand these quantities in the future. |

ThnEoodAidCWmismomthylmatm
agreement designed to assure farmers in all participating nations
better prices for grain sold on the international market--prices
substantially higher than specified in the 1962 Wheat Agreemesnt.

The concept of an international food aid compact was at first
misunderstood in some of the developed countries--particularly
those which have food deficits themselves and therefore felt they
had nothing to contribute,

I took up this matter on my visit to Europe in March and April.
I made an effort in country after country to impress upon the heads
of state that all developed nations not only had an obligation to give
what they could--if not food, then money--but that such assistance
would also serve to expand and stabilize world markets.

I also spoke here to the D.A.C., the Development Assistance
Committee, about a year ago. Again I said that the problems of
world hunger and food shortages were not an American responsibility
alone. This is 2 matter for the developed countries to concentrate

on in cooperation itk the developing countries. This message is
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beginning to be heard.

We've only made a beginning--the 4.5 million tons is a small
amount. ButI am becoming accustomed to taking short steps even
though my vision calls for longer ones. It's 4.5 million tons more
than we ever had before, and it is the beginning. I am proud to say
we've had this much success.

Ratification of the Food Aid Convention will be only a beginning--
but a good one. It is setting a pattern for the future. It is a basis
from which international cooperation in the war on hunger can be
expanded, not only for the benefit of the developing nations but as a
means of providing new markets and more price protection tofarmers
everywhere,

The O. E. C. D. has considered other paths towards international
cooperation in the war on hunger, as have the members of UNCTAD.
What I want you io do is become, in a sense, missionaries in this
effort. We've had difficulty getting developed countries to take their
full responsibility for this war on lhunger. I call upon you to make this
a priority matter. Many of you travel--you meet with leaders of many
countries. We need dialogue. We need to build on this beginning.

We look forward to the time when all the developed nations, 1
repeat all--without regard for ideology--will join with all developing
nations as full partners in similar food aid and technology programs.
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The time is here for a world without politics when it comes
to hunger.

Outhing_l learned a long time ago in this country is that when
you're hungry, when you're broke, when you're down-and-out, it
doesn't make any difference what your politics are when you go to
the bank. If you're poor, if you're white or black, if you are
unemployed, you are in trouble, then politics fades away. The same
thing is true in the world today. Regardless of ideology, those nations
with technical know-how and capacity for food production--the developed
nations~-must join together, and the developing nations must be brought
into concerted planning with them.

Now let me say a few words about technology.

A few years ago we thought most farmers in the developing nations
were hopelesély bound to the techniques their forefathers had md for
literally hundreds and thousands of years. We know differently now.

Mahy of those same farmers have créated an insatiable demand
for fertilizer and improved seeds that has even caused black markets
in agricultural inputs in some countries.

Farmers from Turkey to India this year harvested millions of
acres of high-yeld Mexican wheat developed by the Rockefeller

Foundation Foundation--a scant three years after its introduction.



Improved rice varieties developed at the International Rice
Research Institute in the Philippines are now being adapted for use
in over 20 major rice producing countries and promise to trige or
quadruple yields.

We can expect our laboratories and experimental farms to offer
more technical progress, but the real challenge before us is to get
the benefits of what we already know into the hands of the farmers
and into the mouths of their children. This means education and
extension work., And by the way, we have done it all here.

It means adapting our past discoveries to the needs of labor
intensive agriculture.

It means localized radio--rural radio stations and inexpensive
transistor radios to carry the news of improved techniques.

It means incentive returns to the farmer to break the cycle jof
toil and poverty that is the essence of agricultural backwardness.

I just came back from a visit to Africa, and every place 1 went

I found African leaders talking about how they can improve their

agriculture. Three things they were most concerned about are education,

the improvement | of agricultural technology, and health. Those are
the three pillars of any successful foreign assistance program.
One of our problems in this foreign aid business is tha t we are

too sophisticated. It dawned on me particularly in Africa. A man
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there said to me: "Mr. Vice President, we just need a two-year
college in this caintry. We don't need 2 Harvard, a MIT, or an
Oxford. We need a two-year college. We have but one secondary
school in the whole country." And he said, "One of the real problems
we face is that the developed countries are so developed they don't
understand what we are talking about. "

And I said, I think I understand. My mother was a school
teacher. She had a tenth grade education and she was a better school
teacher than some of the Ph. D.'s I have run into. She knew what
she was doing. She had a love of children and she had enough
information for the needs of that time.

I can remember old Dr. Christenson out at the University of
Minnesota who used to put on three week or six week or three
month short courses to teach our farmers how to farm better.

He did not ask them to come to the University for seven years. They
didn't have the time. He was lucky if he could get them for three weeks.
But I'1l tell you, he made good farmers of them.

And as a boy, I remember the county extension service. There
were very few who had master's degrees, and if there was one, he
never got up our way. They must have kept him down here for
exhibition purposes at the Smithsonian. The people we had as county

extension agents had an eighth grade or tenth grade education. But

tlmes oo o load alacdt fuacelo -



My fellow Americans, we're a little over educated for
some of the needs of this world. They need the beginnings. I don't
want to be interpreted as being against advanced education. I simply
say, everything in season. You cannot give a 12 year old boy the
work to do of a 25 or 30 year old man. People have to learn. They
have to have khe beginnings.

Agriculture is private enterprise in America and in most
places in the world. So is the production of fertilizer, pesticides, and
farm implements. So are our thriving farm cooperatives.

If there is one thing I am proud of as a United States Senator
it is Title V of the Foreign Aid Act. That title compelled this
government--at long last--to do something about the promotion of
farm cooperatives in the developing countries of the world. Ihada
State Department witness before our committee and I told him, "We're
not going to rely on your good intentions any longer. My father told
me there was a place paved with good intentions. We are going to see
it is done by law. We are going to set up credit unions, farm
cooperatives, and savings and loan associations. We are going to get
people to help themselves. " When a farmer owns his own piece of land
and can cooperate with others in production and distribution and credit

facilities, he is a free enterpriser. We have been making some

progress.
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The development and dissemination of new technology--once
the exclusive preserve of our Land Grant Colleges and Extension
Service--is increasingly becoming part of the private sector. Today
fully half of all agricultural research is financed and conducted by
private firms,

And let me put my plea in now for the partnership concept.
The Vice President doesn't have much authority but he can be a
spokesman. This is an office filled with responsibility and no power,
. that I know. But one thing I do know is this: If we are going to do
anything in this country, we are going to have to learn to work together,
And there has to be a desire in government to work with the private
sector of our economy. You cannet, Mr. Government, look upon a
private businessman as if he is your competitor or enemy. He is your
partner. And Mr. Businessman, you have to look upon your government
not as your enemy but as your partner., We have to work together.

I know old antagonisms do exist. I ran into one situation in the
Far East. I asked how we could use Ane rican food to help one country
there, and I pointed out that 2 private firm under TitleJV of the Food
for Freedom Act could purchase food on long-term credits. The food
could then be used not only for feeding hungry people but to develop
distribution facilities. A government man then said to me, "Mr. Vice
President, that means you expect me to work with a private business

firm which is going to make a profit. " I said, "Yes, is that un-American?"



And he said, '"That's the way we get in trouble. "

"Well, " I said, " you can afford to get in some trouble. I get in
plenty of it. It won't hurt you a bit. And if you get in trouble under
those terms, just remember the law directs you to do it. "

But there is reluctance to do it. So I suggest that when you have
a program where the private sector can work with government, don't
take "no' for an answer. Get busy and say I think it will work and then
have somebody examine the law,

Private industry has played a major role in our war on hunger.

It has played a major role in exporting commeodities sold under Public
Law 480, and over 70 charitable organizations have helped distribute
American food abroad. What a blessing. Imagine if government had
to do it all. I've been a strong supporter of voluntary agencies in this
program. They humanize it. By the time you have filled out all
those government reports, any love of humanity is gone. You need
to have some of the human touch.

Needless to say, agricultural development can and will mean
economic development in general and a growing market for commercial
exports of food, farm equipment and agricultural chemicals. We
need more exports. Any program that will stimulate exports is in cur
national interest as well as in the worldwide interest.

Our American farmers invest roughly $42 per acre in production
supplies from the non-farm sector each year. Our Japanese farmer

friends, however, spend more than that for chemicals. alone.



Farmers in all the developing nations will soon begin to rely
much more heavily on the products of agri-business. And agri-business
and farmers and government have everything in common. You are not
enemies; the President knows you are not, and the Vice President knows
you are not. We need you and you need us if we are going to do this job.

I think the American free enterprise system can tap this great
market--and help feed millions in the process.

Finally, let me mention the most critical need of all--self-help
on the part of the developing nations.

Some of them are already doing very well.

But as George Woods, President of the World Bank, said in New
Delhi, many still fail to grasp the terrible urgency of the situation.

There is much more to do in all aspects of economic development--
in agriculiure, in family planning, in land reform, in industrial
development, in export promotion, in management and in maintenance
of progress already achieved.

An encyclical came out a year ago. It said, "Dewelopment
is the new name for peace." I believe that. Just as one of our great
American heroes said: "Peace, peace, there is no peace. " 1 say,
"Peace, peace, there is no peace without development.” And 1 say
there is no development without security which makes peace possible.

There is more to do to shake off the dogma and doctrine that

make good anti-colonial rhetoric but bad development policy. One
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of the most inhibiting of these is the ocutdated notiin that foreign
private investment means exploitation.

In the colonial era, that may have been true. But today there
is a new breed of capitalists--they have learned the hard way. I
call them domesticated capitalists, They are ready to offer not
exploitation but investments, jobs, management, production of
exportable goods, and progress.

There is much more to national development than progress in
agriculture.

There must be education--to emancipate the mind and release
the human potential.

There must be health care--to protect and preserve the vitality of
our God-given human resources.

Without these three necessities of human development, all the
shiny factories and new roads, all the banks and bicycles and the
usual symbols of economic development, become little more than
vainglorious mopuments., The greatest resource God gave us is
the human resource. That is what you t2nd to first.

This is a time when the world's intentions are being sorely
tested, on the battle field, in the quiet Foreign Office corridors,
in our souls.

Nowhere is this test greater than on the dusty plots in the

humble villages on the front lines of the war on hunger.
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We know the dimensions of this battle and we have the weapons
to fight it.

But do we~--and all the others who are comfortable and prosperous--
have the will to make a small sacrifice today for a peaceful tomorrow?

Sometimes I fear Guanar Myrdal is right--that we live on, "#ttending
to the business of the day without giving much thought to the unthinkable
ahead of use. "

There is a bill in the Congress of the United States today to extend
Public Law 480, which is surely one of the most enlightended documents
in the bleak annals of international relations.

Help us pass it.

There is also the President's request for a foreign aid authorization.
Fully one-half of the development aid in that request will be devoted
specifically to the war on hunger. We need your help.

We have the chance to be remembered in history as the generation
that finally decided to make its commitment to security and development
for all mankind. We have that chance. Or we can gain for ourselves
a chapter in history as the generation that had the opportunity for
greatness and settled for petty nonsense.

I hope we make the right decision. I think we will.

Thank you very much.



REMARKS BY
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Introduction by Herschel D, Newsom, Master, The National Grange,
Washington, D. C.

"[Ladies and Gentlemen, the Vice President of the United States, "

Thank you very much,my dear and good friend, one of our truly great
Americans, Herschel Newsom,

It's just an honor to be introduced by you, sir, and to be here in the
presence of these fine delegates, that are concerned with a matter of very
serious importance to all mankind,

May I first just make a brief apology. This has been a very busy
morning for us over at the White House and I tried to send a message here
that, with a Cloture Vote coming up in the Senate, Leadership Meeting in
the White House, and two other conferences, our schedule just went by the
board today, that's all., But I guess it's par for the course.

Ladies and Gentlemen ---

This is the sort of Conference that the world longs for.

This is a peace conference and I want you to feel, act, live, and talk
in that spirit. If I were to select a text for this conference and my participa-
tion in it --- it would be one that I have used a hundred times but its use in

no way destroys its newness or its profundity.

* Called by the Committee on the World Food Crisis, Inc.



That great peasant Priest, that beloved, spiritual leader, Pope

John the 23rd, said, ""Where there is constant want, there is no peace."
And there is constant want in many areas of the world today and what he
was telling us in so many words was, that the building of peace is a tedious,

hard, difficult, sacrificial task but absolutely urgent.

Now I said this is a peace conference and we are here to talk
about food -- the key to peace, to security and development...at home and
abroad...for every nation.’

For a world where the majority of men still lead a hand-to-mouth
existence...where hunger and malnutrition still destroy mental and physical
powers...where war, pestilence, and famine still ride hand-in-hand... there
can be no peace, nor can there be real security or full development for any
of us.

I have said to you individually, some of you, and I believe with all sin-
cerity that national development and national security are one and inseparable.
It's a message which we simply must learn. For those of us that are so de=
voted to development because of what we believe are the ethical, the economic,
the spiritual, and the political needs of development, may I also say that
we would in a very real sense be guilty, be guilty of defrauding the people
if we did not understand that security isalso essential if there is to be
development. And by the same token there isn't any security without

development. They go hand-in-hand. And this is a lesson that we must learn.



No matter how many good works we may perform, if there is violence,
lawlessness, rioting, aggression, subversion, there is no development,

It adds up in futility., But no matter how much you may suppress the violence
and the aggression and the subversion, if there is a failure to have develop-
ment there is no peace. So we have a big task before us but we need to get
our thinking straight first of all.

Now our generation has already known better than any other the prophecy
of Isaiah, and you know his words: "And it shall come to pass, that when
they shall be hungry they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and
their God. "

Many others have said it in similar language. Ghandhi once said:

"To the hungry man food is God'...and the Romans said, '""Where there
is hunger there is no reason',..and I believe that without all of those pro-
found statements, we just plain know, that where there is want and depriva-
tion, there is restlessness and hopelessness, frustration and even violence
itself,

It's not at all difficult to imagine a nightmare world in the future in
which Thomas Malthus' terrible prophecies will come true.

I remember as a student when we used to think of the Malthusian
theory, we just sort of laughed at it, There are others today who take it
more seriously.

What is sometimes difficult to remember, however, is that amid

all the grim statistics, is that the Malthusian trap is not inescapable.



It is and I repeat, it is within our power to throw back the jaws of
that trap...to make decent nutrition, like the sun and the air, the birthright
of every human being. And we might add it as to one of the rights of man,
the right to food. Surely he has that right.

We must constantly remind ourselves that primitive technology --
not inadequate food growing potential -- is responsible for starvation yields
in many countries today.

We know that if you add a little fertilizer, a little water, some improved
seads, the tools and techniques of modern agriculture to the dust of those
fields even the barren desert, output increases rapidly and radically.

So we know what to do and something else we have the means to do
it. All the more reason that we will never be forgiven if we fail  to do it.

We must remember also that self-helpefforts in countries like India,
Pakistan; Taiwan, in Latin America and Africa and others, are beginning
to pay off.

We now expect that the world will produce more foodgrains this crop
year than ever before in man's history -- not only because of the good luck
of good weather, but because of solid, tangible progress in agriculture to
which you in this room and many more like you have contributed.

And there is progress too, in family planning, even though the rewards
of that progress -~ is significant downturn in the world birth-rate -- may yet
be a decade or more away. The amount of resources now devoted to population

planning. . .the knowledge of contraceptive methods...and public acceptance



is at an all-time high. Today our own foreign assistance investment in
family planning is 17 times what it was five years ago.

And we must constantly remind ourselves that it is not destiny ...
not any tragic inevitability in the human condition, .. but people like us all
around the world who will decide whether children born this year grow up
strong and healthy -- or quick or sick or hopeless. It's in our hands,

I am constantly reminded of what the President said in the State of
the Union address about our country. We have no lack of capacity in this
country, we have no lack of ability, we have no lack of know-how, the only
question is do we have the will, do we have the purpose, I am one of the
few optimists, you know, left in Washington. They fade away each time
there is a little more difficulty., But I happen to believe that the history
of our country is on my side, or should I say that I think I am on the side
of the history of our country. We can do anything we want to do literally,
if we are willing to put ourselves to the task, And the problem that we have
is not resources, not know-how, but it's the marshaling of the resources
and the will to use them, and the agreement upon objectives. So you see,
there is reason to hope and because of it more reason than ever for con-
certed decisive action.

Now what weapons are now at hand for this war on hunger?

I might add first of all that, the fact that we know that we can wage
a war on hunger, is within itself a very constructive, positive, hopeful
matter. The fact that in this country of ours, we've declared war on poverty

is within itself, I think a revelation of the moral purpose of this nation,
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And I might add that there have been hungry people for centuries, and there've
been poor people for centuries, but only in this decade and I repeat only in
this decade has this great America of ours and others decided to declare

war on these ancient enemies of mankind., Now many people are going to

say that we'Ve not “done nearly enough but I say that the fact that you've
made the decision to do something about these matters. ..these great trials
and burdens of mankind, the fact that we have made the decision is within
itself a victory. Until one has decided what to do and expressed a willing -
ness to do it, there is no hope for any victory. I know that our forefathers
in the struggle for our independence had to make a decision first of all that
they were going to win it, and that it was worth the sacrifice, and they said
that we pledge our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor. They pledged
the whole works, everything. They made the decision and then seven years
later and I remind you seven years later, with the help of the French and of many
others and lots of foreign aid with technical assistance from the more
developed countries at the time,with a lot of good luck and even with troubles
in Britian we finally gained our independence. In the meantime, the capitol
in the United States had been shifted eleven times, soldiers had deserted

by the thousands, torries had gone to other lands and the country was sorely
divided, so if you are a little hopeless today, just remember how we got
started. I would remind you of that. And I might even tell you, I love to talk
about this, because I used to teach this course, I am sort of refreshing my-

self just in case I have to do it again. I am always intrigued by these



""Johnny-come-lately constitutional experts, ' they forgot to read the

history of our country, you know, that great Constitution which pledges

free speech and free press was never conceived with either. There was

no, no free press, nobody every looked in. They closed the doors, they
locked in the members, they even assigned two people to Benjamin

Franklin -- when he got in his cups, he talked a little too much -- just
remember that, And not a single person that went there was ever elected.
They were appointed, and they didn't go to Philadelphia to write a new
Constitution, they went there under false pretenses., They said there were
going to revise the Articles of Confederation. If anybody had known what
they were going to do, they would never had let them meet. It's a fact. A
hundred were invited, fifty-five came, thirty-nine stayed, and thirty-eight
signed. We didn't do too well you know, to start out. I just threw this one
in to give you your history lesson for the morning. I mentioned this because
so many Americans-these days are always going around to prove that they
are very, very learned by looking in pain., A learned man ought to be

a positive man, A person that has a knowledge of our country and some
understanding of our culture ought to be filled with at least prudent optimism,
We can do what we need to do, And that's what we need in this country today...
a little less wringing of the hands and a little more searching of the soul.
And we'll be able to do the things for our cities, for our people, for our
defense, for our security that needs to be done. We have the means to do

it. That's what Hubert H. Humphrey thinks. And I have good reason to

believe it.
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Well I said, now what are these weapons on this war on hunger.
Well the first weapon we have, is the one we need, that's food. We,
and the other developed nations capable of producing food beyond our own
domestic and commercial export needs, have an invaluable resource -- a
resource which can buy time...while developing countries struggle to
their own feet, agriculturally.
That's what our food abundance is for,
We can't fee the world,alone, but we can buy time. The next
question is what do we do with the time we buy? Time is neutral, it only
depends what you do with time as to whether it comes a liability or an
asset, But food can be much more than a stop-gap palliative for famine.
In most developing economies it can be invested, just like money,
in capital improvements which in turn increase agricultural self-sufficiency.
If there was as much concern in this world about the food standard as there
is about the gold standard, I think we'd be well on the way of winning
this war on hunger. And let me tell you there are more people that need
food today than need gold. Both, I want to go on record for, are very
vital. One has to be awfully careful these days what he says, because there
are people just waiting in their bleachers, you know, and then decides, did he
make a little mistake there, can we catch him, this game of hide-and-go-seek
and it gets a little more so each month this year of 1968, So let me make
it crystal clear before we move any further that I am for both food and gold.
Now just three months ago, just three months ago, I had an experience
I'll long remember, I visited a successful United States sponsored food-for-

work project in Demak, Indonesia, where irrigation ditches, irrigation tanks
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were being cleaned and restored to full use by persons who had been
unemployed; many of them very yotng and their pay was in food, and
by the way it was in corn meal. We often think of Indonesia primarily as
just being rice eating people, not at all, they will eat Bolgar wheat, they
will eat corn meal, they will eat rice, they desperately need vegetable
oils and I am happy to tell you that your country is keeping its shipments
of food on schedule...in this vital part of the world. In fact, the food that
is going:there now may be the difference between the success and failure
of those valiant people who are trying to cleanse themselves from the infil-
tration, of years past, of a foreign ideology and now trying to reestablish
their own right as a free people with a spirit of nationalism encompassed
in a concept of international cooperation.

Some 450 thousand tons of American food were invested in this
food and work project last year alone,

And food is the equivalent of hard cash for development spending
in countries where foreign exchange must ordinarily be spent for food
imports. Everyone of you in this room know this and I sometimes almost
feel embarrassed to even say it to you, The reason I am saying it is because
I am an old teacher and I find that in this noisy society unless you
keep repeating some truths, people continue to hear nothing but'the static. I also
find out that all too often people are slow learners and education is some-
what involved in repetition andoccasionally it comes through osmosis. So.

we need to tell the American people, we need to tell ourselves the value
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of this God-given commodity called food, It isn't just a matter of a palliative
for famine. Food is a currency in its own right. Food is like hard cash in
a capital-starved economy. Spread this word, get your Congressmen thinking
more about it, get your economists thinking more about it, get your media
thinking more about it, I saw the other day where a fellow said a newspaper is
but a moving library with high blood pressure. And I think that's true, it's
constantly filled with new headlines. Get our press, and our TV, and our radio,
talking the facts of this great blessing of American technology in agriculture,
the confidence of agribusiness and the importance of our farm producers and
the importance of food. Not just food to feed the hungry but food to build for
peace.

Now our present Food for Freedom program is designed especially
to serve these developmental objectives, It enables us to do much more than
simply release accidental surpluses when the famine signal goes up. How
good it is that we have finally arrived at a point of national maturity where
we look upon food as something to be used helpfully, continuously, con-
structively, rather than depending on the accident of surpluses to feed and
to help other people. This is the fundamental change in the legislation that
took place here just a few years ago, two years ago I believe, Herschel.

We can now produce whatever is required to meet developmental
needs, over and above the demands of our commercial market., However,
we must be sure that in the process we provide a fair return to our own

producers. And let me get my licks in right now. You do not ask
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a single munitions company to produce one bomb without a profit, You do
not ask one aircraft company to produce one of these supersonic planes
without a profit. Why do you ask farmers to do it? They're entitled to the
same kind of fair return on investment that anyone else is, And I know what
the argument is, I know what the argument is, The argument is well, this is the
was

way it is always been, That/the argument for child labor, too. And that was
the argument against the Fair Labor Standards Act, too. You could always
get someone to work for less than $1, 60 an hour, which is the present one,
but that doesn't make it right. And this Vice President hasn't changed one
bit on this issue since he came to Congress, not one bit. I think that the
American farmer is entitled to ask for a price for his commodity just
like anybody else, I don't think he ought to be just what they say,..we'll give
you so much, That isn't the way General Motors got big,..by somebody
coming around and saying well, we'll give you so much for your Chevrolet,
They have a price tag on it, it's the list price. That's thesway Humphrey's
drugstore kept open too, I might add. But Mr., Farmer, like he is supposed
to be the fellow you just offer him something? It doesn't go over with the
Trade Union Movement, The Trade Union Movement says that we will
negotiate this contract, we'll bargain it out with you, And, Herschel, I think
our farm friends are beginning to catch on and somebody is going to find
out that they know how to ask for a fair price, too, So whenI got my..,that
wasn't in this text that I have here, but I never fail to say it.

Now the war on hunger is not, however, an exclusive American
challenge, It is a challenge shared by all mankind...and will suffer

it it is not successfully met., All mankind will suffer.
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We have, thereforg begun to work with other developed nations to
establish a systematic international food aid program.,

This is the purpose of the Food Aid Provisions which were part of
the Kennedy Round negotiation on trade and which are now before the Senate
for ratification.

The Food Aid Convention calls for a 4.5 million ton supply of grain
to be supplied by the developed nations each year -- of which 1,9 million
would come from the United States. The major share would be provided,
of course, by the other developed nations in grain or cash equivalent, thus
increasing commercial demand., We hope to expand these quantities in
the future.

The Food Aid Convention is accompanied by a Grain's Agreement
designed to assure farmers in all participating nations better prices for
grain sold on the international market -- prices substantially higher than
that specified in the 1962 Wheat Agreement.,

Now the concept of an international food aid compact was at first
misunderstood in some of the developed countries -~ particularly those which
have food deficits themselves and therefore felt they had nothing to
contribute.

I took this matter up on my visit to Europe in March and April. Last
Spring, I made an effort in country after country to impress upon the heads
of state that all developed nations, not only had an obligation to give what
they could -~ if not food, then money -~ but that such assistance would

also serve to expand and stabilize world markets.
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I spoke here to the DAC, to the Development Assistance Committee,
that met here in our country just about a year ago, less than a year ago,
and agained outlined that the problem of world hunger and the problem of
food shortages and food deficits was not an American responsibility alone.
That this was a matter for the developed countries of the world to
concentrate their attention upon and in cooperation with the developing
countries and this message is beginning to be heard, We've only made
a beginning, The 4,5 million tons is a small amount, But, I guess I
am becoming accustomed to making short steps even though my vision is
broad and large., It's 4,5 million tons more than we ever had before, and
it is the beginning,

Now I am proud to say that we've had this success,

Ratification of the Food Aid Convention will, of course, be but a
beginning -- but it's a good one -- in setting a pattern for the future.

It is aibasis from which international cooperation in the war on
hunger can be expanded, not only for the benefit of the developing nations
but as a means of providing new markets and more price protection to
farmers everywhere,

The O, E,C.D, has considered additional paths towards international
cooperation in the war on hunger, as have the members of UNCTAD. I
believe UNC TAD is meeting in Delhi, New Delhi, What I want you to do,
is to become, in a sense, missionaries of this effort, We've had a great
deal of difficulty getting the developed countries to take their full respon-

sibility on this war on hunger and I call upon those of you who have such

here
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keen interest in it to make this a priority matter of your effort and your
attention. Many of you travel, you meet with the leaders of many countries
and we're simply going to have to have a dialogue about this and talk it out and
build on this beginning.

Now we look forward to the time in the future when all the developed
nations, I repeat the word, all -- without regard for ideology -- will join
with all developing nations as full partners in similar food aid and technology
programs,

The time is here for a world without politics when it comes to
hunger,

So international cooperation is a second important tool,

One thing I learned a long time ago in this country, as a young man,
that when you're hungry, when you're broke, when you're down-and-out,
it doesn't make any difference what your politics is when you go to the bank,
If you're poor, if youlre white or black, if you are unemployed, white or black,
yousare in trouble, and the politics of it seems to fade away insignificantly,

I think the same thing is true in the world today. Regardlesscof ideology,
those nations in the world that have the technical know-how and the capacity
for food production -- the developed nations -- must join together and the
developing nations must be brought in concerted planning with them,

Now let me say a few words about technology.

A few years ago we thought most farmers in the developing nations
were hopelessly bound to the techniques their forefathers had used for

literally hundreds and thousands of years. We know differently now,
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Many of those same farmers have created an insatiable demand
for fertilizer and improved seeds that has even caused black markets in
agricultural inputs in some countries,

Farmers from Turkey to India, this year, harvested millions of
acres of high-yield Mexican wheat developed by the Rockefeller Foundation
-- a scant three years after its introduction.

Improved rice varieties developed at the International Rice Research
Institute in The Philippines are now being adapted for use in over 20 major
rice producing countries and promise to triple or quadruple yields.

And we are honored today to have with us, the Under Secretary
of Agriculture of the Republic of The Philippines, and one of the farmers
of that friendly nation and of those good people, I was in the Far East as
some of you know not long ago and wherever I went, I found this great
interest in this new, this new type of rice. Rice is so vital, so vital, and
yet my dear friends it is hard to get the American people and others to
understand that in Asia today maybe: one of the great elements of security
of today and tomorrow is the adequate production of rice, and the proper
means of its distribution . We can expect our laboratories and experimental
farms to offer more technical progress, but the real challenge before us
now is to get the benefits of what we already know into the hands of the
farmers and the mouths of their children, and this gets down to education

and extension work. And by the way we have done it all here,
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It means adapting our past discoveries to the needs of an intensive
agriculture,

It means localized radio, rural radio stations and inexpensive
transistor radios to carry the news of improved techniques,

It means adequate, supervised inexpensive credit, easily obtained.

It means incentive returns to the farmer to break the cycle of toil
and poverty that is the essence of agricultural backwardness.,

Now I just came back from a visit in Africa and every place I
went, I found African leaders talking to me about how they can improve
their agriculture, Three things that they were most concerned about,
education, an insatiable desire for it; the improvement of agricultural
technology production methods, and distribution; and health., And those
are the three pillars of any successful foreign assistance program. You
know one of the troubles of we Americans about this foreign aid business,
we are too sophisticated, Indeed, we are, I had it -- it dawned on me
while I was, .. particularly in Africa, When a man said to me from one
of the countries, he said: "Mr. Vice President, we just need a two-year
college in this country, if we could just get a two-year college, we don't
need a Harvard, or a MIT, or a Oxford, we need a two-year college,

We have but one, one secondary school in the whole country.'" And then I
thought to myself, .. then he said, '""You know we have been trying to get
help about how to set up these very basic elementary and secondary

schools and these what you call community colleges.' And he said,
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""one of the real problems that we have is that the developed countries

are so developed that they don't understand what we are talking about. "

And I said, "I think that I understand, my mother was a school teacher

and she had a tenth grade education and she was a better school teacher

than some of the Ph, D, 's that I have run into. She knew what she was

doing and she had a love of children and she had enough information for

what were the needs of that time. I can remember old Dr. Christenson

out at the University of Minnesota, who used to put on these 3 weeks, 6 weeks,

3 month short courses to teach our farmers how to farm better. He did

not ask them to the University for seven years, they did not have the time.

He was lucky if he could get them for three weeks but I'll tell you, he made

some good farmers out of them. And as a boy, I remember the country

extension service and there were very few who had masters degrees and

if there was one he never got up our way. They must have kept him down

here for exhibition purposes at the Smithsonian. The people that we had as

county extension agents were people that maybe had an eighth grade education,
tenth grade education but they knew a lot aboutifarming, My fellow Americans
we're a little over educated for some of the needs in this world. We have

over-economic planning for some of the,..for some of the more primitive

societies., They need beginnings and it is true in agriculture too. They are

not all ready to use the latest that we have developed in the year 1968, they

need the beginnings. I don't want to be interpreted as being against advanced

education. ..l put a caveat on everything these days. I simply say that



-]18=

everything in season. I simply say that you cannot, you cannot give

a 12 year old boy the work to do of a 25 or 30 year old man and people
have to learn. They have to have the beginnings, they have to have the
starts.

Now agriculture is private enterprise in America and in most
places in the world. So is the production of fertilizer, pesticides, farm
implements. So are our thriving farm cooperatives., And if there is any
one thing that I am proud of as a United States Senator and it is Title 5 to
the Foreign Aid Act that compelled this government, at long last, to do a
little something about the promotion of cooperatives, farm cooperatives
in the developing countries of the world. I found that we had one person
in the whole State Department in 1961 that could spell cooperatives..ss
that knew what they were, and Herschel,you know it's true. Ihad
their witness up there before the committee and I said, "Well we're
not going to rely on your good intentions any longer. My father told
me there was a place that was paved with good intentions! We are going
to see that it is done by law, we are going to start to set up credit unions,
farm cooperatives, savings and loan associations. We are going to start
to get the people to help themselves. Because when a farmer owns his
own piece of land and he can cooperate with others in his production and his
distribution, and his credit facilities and so forth he is a free enterpriser,
And we have been making some progress. Interestingly enough, in the
most recent offensive in Vietnam, the first people to be selected out in
the rural areas for slaughter, were the leaders of the newly established

cooperatives. Great help wasn't it. We have 300 and some farm cooperatives
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established there. We've got our first rural electric cooperative, it was

selected for assassination, in the name of humanity. I'd say in the
name of anything but humanity., I have to control my views on these
matters now-a-days.

Well, the development and dissemination of new technology -~
once the exclusive preserve of our Land Grant Colleges and our Extension
Service -- is increasingly becoming a part of the private sector. Today
fully half of all the research in agriculture is financed and conducted by
private firms, And let me put in my plea now for the partnership concept.
All through this government, you know, the Vice President doesn't have
much authority but he can be a spokesman. This is an office filled with
responsibility and no power, that I know. But I'll tell you one thing that I
also know, that if we are going to do anything in this country, we are going
to have to learn to work together. And there has to be in government a
desire to work with the private sector of our economy. You cannot look,
Mr, Government, you cannot look upon a private businessman as if
he is somehow or other your competitor or your enemy, he is your
partner and Mr. Businessman, you have to look upon your government,
not as your enemy either, but as your partner., We have to work together,
And I know that these old antagonisms do exist.

I ran into a situation...I can say if there is a Congressman present
here, I see my old friend Harold down here. A great help to us Harold

Cooley, I want to thank you. I ran into a situation in the Far East where
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I brought up a matter relating to how we could use American food

to help in that country and I said in this instance, a private firm under
Title 4 of the Food for Freedom Act could purchase, on long-term
credits, food and that food could be converted and used in cooperated

with this particular government, not only for feeding hungry people but for
developing certain distribution facilifies. And a government man said

to me, '""Mr., Vice President, that means that you expect me to work with a
private business firm, that's going to make a profit,'" I said, '"Yes, is
that un-American?' But he said, '"That's the way we get in trouble. "
Well, I said, you can afford to get in some trouble, I get in plenty of it.

It won't hurt you a bit, And I said if you get in trouble under those terms
just remember the law directs you to do it, But I submit to you that

there is reluctance to do it, A reluctance and no better place to explain

it than before this audience. So I suggest that when you have a program
in mind where you believe that the private sector can work with the
government, don't you take no for an answer, because you will get plenty of them
because it's automatic reflexes in this town, just automatic, no thought
behind them just, '""No'...comes right on out. You just get busy and

say that I think it will work and then have somebody examine the law,
Harold, I remember one time when I was a Senator, I went up here to

a departmentunder the Cooley Amendment and I had the lawyer of that
department tell me that what the Cooley Amendment meant, I said, I

worked with Mr, Cooley to get that Amendment in the Act, I was
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on the Senate side in the Conference Committee when Mr, Cooley put
that Amendment on in the House side, and I said I think I know what that
Amendment means. That is to take funds of our Counter Part Funds to
use in private enterprise in foreign countries so that American business
firms could borrow some of these, these foreign currencies that we
generate under Public Law-480, And this particular lawyer spent one
hour telling me, in the presence of the Under Secretary of State, that I
didn't know what I was talking about. And I said to the then Under Secretary
of State, Mr. Dillon, I said, Mr. Secretary, I want to tell you something,
I am one of the co-authors of that law, now you've got a lawyer here that
either doesn't know what he's talking about or he's telling me that I am
studpid. If he is doing that, I want to remind you that I'am on the
Appropriations Committee. And I got a practical suggestion for you
Mr. Secretary, get yourself a new lawyer and I'll be back tomorrow.
Well you've never seen so much law learned in 24 hours in your life.
And the company that received some assistance under that is one of the
biggest implement companies in America and has been doing wonderful
work in other countries. But if I had listened to that lawyer, they would
have had those counter...those funds piled up that much higher, those
soft currencies as we call them, that gather rust, moths, and a few other
things.

Well I happen to think that private industry has played a major

role in our war on hunger, has played a major role in exporting
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commodities sold under Public Law 480, and over 70 charitable organizations
have helped distribute American food abroad. And I see my good friend
here, Bishop Swanstrom, and others, who have been deeply involved

in this, What a blessing,..imagine if we had to do it all by government,

I've been a strong supporter of the voluntary agencies in this program,
because it lends a little personality to it, It gets away from the quadruplet
reports, By the time you have filled in all those reports any love of
humanity is gone out of you, I can tell you that, You need to have some

of the touch, of human touch.

Now, needless to say, agricultural development can and will mean
economic development in general -- and a growing market for commercial
exports of food, farm equipment and agricultural chemicals,

And may I just say, right now, last month was a tough month
for this country in exports, We need more exports, We suffered a tragic
blow last month on exports, So anything that we can do, any program that
we can follow that will stimulate our exports, is in our national interest
as well as in a world wide interest,

Our American farmers invest roughly, at least according to my
friend Secretary Freeman, 42 dollars per acre. Is that
right, Dorothy? 42 dollars per acre in production supplies from
the non-farm sector each year, Our Japanese farmer friends, however,
spend more than that for chemicals alone., Farmers in all the developing
nations will soon begin to rely much more heavily on the products of

agribusiness. And agribusiness, and farmers, and government have
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everything in common, you are not enemies; the President knows
you are not, and the Vice President knows you are not. We need you
and you need us if we are going to do this job.

I think the American free enterprise system can tap this great
market -- and help feed millions in the process.

Now finally, let me mention the most critical need of all --
self-help on the part of the developing nations.,

Some of them are already doing very well.

But as George Woods, President of the World Bank, said in
New Delhi a week ago, many still fail to grasp the terrible urgency of
their situation.

I spent a very enlightening afternoon with Mr, Robert Gardner
of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa and Otisababa
and when he talked to me about what was happening in population and
food in Africa, I got the cold chills. That man ought to talk to you.
You ought to see the immensity of the challenge and yet he, and I am
sure you, believe that it can be met. But we need to take a good look
at it and plan it. You have to plan a war on poverty, you have to plan
a war on hunger. This isn't any hap-in-stance operation, you have to
figure out what resources will be required, where the command structure
will be, how the logistics will be supplied and how the enemy will be
defeated.

Now there is much more to do in all aspects of economic
development -~ in agriculture and family planning, in land reform, in

industrial development and export promotion, in management and
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maintenance of progress already achieved,

An encyclical came out just a year ago, it said, '""Development
is the new name for peace.' You see, I believe that. I believe that
just as one of our great heroes in America said, '"Peace, peace, there
is no peace.' I say, ''peace, peace, there is no peace without development, "
And I say there is no development without security which makes possible
peace,

There is more to do in shaking off dogma and doctrine that
make good anti-colonial rhetoric but bad development policy,

Independence did not mean Utopia. Independence toward the
developing nations has meant great troubles and challenges. One of the
most inhibiting of these is the outdated notion that foreign private
investment means exploitation.

In the colonial era that may have been true., But today, there
is a new breed of capitalists -- they have learned the hard way, I call
them domesticated capitalists, if you like. And, they are ready to offer not
exploitation, but investment, jobs, management, production of exportable
goods, and progress.

Now there is much more to national development than progress
in agriculture.

There must be education -- to emancipate the mind and release

the human potential,
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There must be health care -~ to protect and preserve the
vitality of our God-given human resources.

Without these three necessities of human development, all the
shiny factories and new roads, all the banks and the bicycles that are the
usual symbols of economic development become little more than vain-
glorious monuments. The greatest resource that God gave us, was
the Human resource, That is what you tend to first.

This is the time when the world!s intentions for its future are
being sorely tested. ..on the battlefield, in the quiet Foreign Office
corridors, and in our souls,

Nowhere is this test greater than on the dusty plots in the
humble villages on the front lines of the war on hunger,

Now we know the dimensions of this battle and we have the
weapons to fight it,

But do we -~ and all others who are comfortable and prosperous --
have the will to make a small sacrifice today for the peace of tomorrow?

Sometimes I fear that Gunnar Myrdal is right == that we live on
'bttending to the business of the day without giving much thought to the
unthinkable ahead of us."

There is a bill in the Congress of the United States today to
extend Public Law~480 which is surely one of the most enlightened
documents in the bleak annals of international relations.

Help us pass it...and do it soon.,
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There is also the President's request for a foreign aid
authorization. Fully one-half of the development aid in that request
will be devoted specifically to the war on hunger. We need your help,

Foreign aid is today one of the most difficult assignments of the
Congress and of the President and it's another symptom of our withdrawal,
and which I consider to be the gravest danger facing this country. That
when the going gets tough, when the results seemto be less than what
you would want, when the difficulties mount, there is a generation of
Americans now that have never known a depression or been involved
in a war., Aided and abetted by some of the rest of us, who say, ''let's
withdraw. Stop the world I want to get off, Let America have her lost
weekend., Let's live it up. Fortress America,' I think this is the
greatest challenge of our time. The re-emergence of the forces of
isolationism in new clothes, with new symbols, with new slogans, the
kind of isolationism which would tell us that all we need to do is to wish for a
better world and it will come, ,.the cheap way. There is no cheap way,
to accomplish great things.

Now we have the chance to be remembered in history as the
generation that finally decided to make its commitment to security and
development for all mankind, We have that chance, or we can gain for
ourselves a chapter in history as the generation that had the opportunity

for greatness and settled for petty nonsense.
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I hope that we make the right decision. I think we will because
in times of stress, there is something about mankind, in times of stress
the best that is in him generally comes forward, Let's hope and pray
that that tradition of yesterday will be a reality for today and tomorrow.

Thank you very much,

Mr., Newsom:

Mr. Vice President, at the risk of,..Mr. Vice President, I only
want to say two things., One of them is thank you. And the other one, if I
may be so presumptuous as to transfer a statement from a great inaugural
address, I'd like to say to you I think these fellow Americans of yours and
mine have been trying to say to you they do not shrink from it, they welcome
it, Thank you very, very much,

The Vice President:

Thank you very much,
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ology. This has been a very busy

board today, that's all. But I guess it's par for the co

Ladies and Gentlemen ---
IR —— ———

I ———— R s

' This is the sort of Conference ##it the world longs for.

_ This is a peace conference and I want you to feel, act, live, and talk

in that spirit. i If I were to select a text for this conferencs, and-mywpertteipa.

Sl it would be one @@t I have used a hundred time?} but its use in

no way destroys its newness or its profundity. 2

* Called by the Committee on the World Food Crisis, Inc,
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That great peasant Pr1es_ beloved' spiritual leader, Pope

John the 23rd, said,

"Where there is constant want, there is no peace

X‘M at he —_\t

hard,/difficult, sacrificia¥

—

- - p— P . - - - - i B ——— e g— ,.__.__-.——-—-——_'-—/-.I
&rld where the majority of men still lead a hand-to-mouth
ex1stence).where hunger and malnutrition still destroy mental and physical

powers .where war, pestilence, and famine still ride hand-in-hand .there
can be no peac

€y 2 nor can there be real security or full development for a

W men .SL

d|l élieve with all sin-

of us.

cerity that national development and national security are one and inseparable
3

It"$ a message WM we gl must learn,

Heowe—did-rrot-understand-that

security is @essential if there is to be
development.

And impethessanmestaloen: the rem security without
development. They go hand-in-hand. «E®

must. learn




No matter how many good works we may perform, if there is violencel am,\

lawlessness, ST egg rosstonyrsuhwersiony there is no development,
~Tossduwapeinsiatility .~ ¥8® no matter how much you may suppress the violencs)

-

= no

-and-the aggression-andithe.subversiony if there is asfnilessstasiesse develop-

ment there is no peace. So we have a big task before usx'b&‘u'-we-ueed-eo-get
thinki baadabitiswadaeiepits

gur generation has already known better than any other the prophecy

if Isaiah,! ondeslissiismmmmieg "'And it shall come to pass, that when

they shall be hungry they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and

their God., "

&Mm lGhandh: once said:

“. ""To the hungry man food is Goq‘""' the Romans said? /Where there

is hunger there is no reasoy wedndele-betieve-that-without-ali-ot these-pres,
w where there is want and depriva-

e

tion, there is restlessness and hopelessness, frustration and olE® violence -
X
s
l IE‘/not S difficult to imagine a nightmare world insbealaEame in

which Thomas Malthus' terrible prophecies will come true.

Wwhen discuss
I rememberfas @students  «il@# we used to iyl the Malthusian

/ :':or* a'F
theoryX we JESEINIIEY 12ughed at it, oday take it “5‘7'

“Si0WR seriously.

lWha.t is sometimes difficult to remember, however, a amid

s +k¢+
all the grim stat1st1t§" the Malthusian trap is not inescapable.



it is within our power to throw back the jaws of

that trap. ..to make decent nutrition, like @l sun and @8 air, the birthright
(2

of every human being. A'M

M

We must constantly remind ourselves that primitive technology --
not inadequate food growing potential -- is responsible férétarvation yieids
0(
{47 in many countries today.
W i you add a little fertilizer, a little water, semme

improved seeds -- the tools and techniques of modern agriculture -- to the

dust of those fields -- even the barren desert -- output increases rapidly e
_ % know what to do}and somethingéedse we have the means to do
\-L* (R a;l' -

it. #M the more reason that we will never be forgiven if we fail to do it.
| We must remember also that self-help efforts in countries like India,
L P
' -:_1“.6{}_ p)
Pakistan,' Taiwan, in Latin America and Africa amdeethhess, are beginning
to pay off.

We now expect that the world will produce more foodgrain. this crop
year than ever before in man's history -- not only because of 8 cood luck
ar
WF good weather, but because of solid, tangible progress in agriculture to
which you iSSSHSSSSSR and many more like you have contributed.

And there is progress}too, in family planning, even though the rewards

75
of that progress -- a significant downturn in the world birthdrate -- may yet

be a decade or more away. The amount of resources now devoted to population

planning. . . the knowledge of contraceptive methods...and public acceptance



is at an all-time high. Today our own foreign assistance investment in

family planning is 17 times what it was five years ago.

N kun&t’r o 4—‘«,‘, ;;11 @ 5-?-1 ;‘17:}

\l/e must constantly remind ourselves thatsi is not
o the = \nevitabils 4H
WSy traglc invitability<d® the human condition. ’people like us all

el
around the world Wil will decide whether children born thls year'grow up

g strong and healthy -- or guiles®® sick or hopeless. It's in our hands.

g
( I am constantly reminded of what the President said in ¢l State of
the Union addressxm We have no lack of capacity in this

country, we have no lack of ability, we have no lack of know-how, the only

-
-

question is!do we have the willy do we have the purpose? ‘;‘FI am one of the

=
= = —

few optimists, you know, left in Washington. Eliey fade sway each tisnes Fé* 7

-there is @ little more diificulty. . Bus-I happen to believe ¥l the history
'\( _r‘-J"':-N. ¥
of our country is on my side, or shouia 1' say that I think I am on the side

—_—

of the history of our country. We can do anything we want to do il
AN

if we are willing to put ourselves to the task, M the problem +hiSE e

oo . Qur
is not resources, not know-how, but il marshaling o?" resources,
4
~tE g

=& the will to use them, @& agreement gggon objectives. ST,

there is reason to hope}and because of itymore reason than ever for con-

» kn
certed dECISIVE action.

g | The Pt Haad

SaiammrdelemEnE o SRRl hgfaet we know Slll# we can wage

F» o
a war on hunger| is sl itself g very constructive, positix%(l%;eful*

havé
. The fact that insthisndbunteysofssune: we M8 declared war on poverty

is ol in itself, a revelation of the moral purpose of this nation.
/
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“EESEEE RS the re have been hungry people for centuries, and there

have been poor people for centuries. But only in this decade -- SEIIRNSPE:
~ have- _nations,
only in this decade -- this great America of ours and otherjg/decided to declare

war on these ancient enemies of mankind., W8 many people are going to
—

say Wil# we've not done sy cnough. But I say Sl the fact that you've
about Hhese EJ(PrJ’J' -f'r:'-a}s and Lgun;’c;n_s
made the decision to do something abeui-these-snattererrrthese-preat-triats
oF ~anleind - )
e 2 rden SRR EE ket imanre — P T L. that .. < F - ide The darsies I‘ is -in

a
itself a victory. Until one has decided what to do and expres smnngness to

do it, there is no hope for gy victory. m@refathersﬂn their=

decide

struggle for our independence)had to emmlesssslaiion first of all that they were

e |,
oing to wi that it was worth the sacrific nd they said Sie We pledge
going ) ,, 4 y pledg

fal .
our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred honor. They pledged ¢HsSielasoniass

everything. They made the decision)and then seven years laterj-

—

-:m-en—ym-sﬁm?‘with the help of the French and iy othersj\and bore

SRMPPSIENIEY with technical assistance from the more developed countriesﬁ
Cog l“*ﬂ.]
g, we finally gained our independence. In the meantime, the *

in the United States had been shifted eleven times. Soldiers had deserted by

Tories
the thousands. WW@#ees had gone togther lands and the country was sorely
— A

AZ{O"{‘ QN Lan 5. ~FEL 24
divided. ( So if You/a.-ré_la. little hopeless today, just remember how we got

started, I love to talk

about this, because I used to teach this course. I am sort of refreshing my-

self just in case Lhave to do it again. |I am always intrigued by these

e
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N whe
'Johnny-come-lately constitutional experts"fcrg?t to read the

Ed

history of our country, ge#limes#r That great Constitution which pledges
free speech and free press was never conceived with either. There was
no free press. Nobody ever looked in. They closed the doors. They locked

_watch
in the members. They even assigned two people to' Benjamin Franklin --

when he got in his cups, he talked a little too much‘m

 wheao
And not a single person““want there was ever elected. They were

appointed, and they didn't go to Philadelphia to write a new Constitutiony

they went there under false pretenses. They said they were going to revise

the Articles of Confederation. (If anybody had known what they were going to

do, they would never had let them meet. JElSESEs. A hundred were in-

$5 29 3¢
vited, difitynfisne came, iSSmIRe stayed, and signed. We
s+ardivg outs T
didn't do too wellm =

This 1S Ly I+
your history lesson for the morning. I mention.:&:h because so many

' 2
Americans these days : to prove i@ they are very,
; ¥a, P y
1l Cgo arind) o g phom ot

very learned W loaiiiﬂgll'1n pain. A learned man ought to be a positive man,
whe

A person @l has a knowledge of our country and sessesepsesstanding

@Four culture ought to be filled with at least prudent optimism. We can
Nave
do what we me##@ to do. And that's what we need in this country todayj. a
little less wringing of the hands and a little more searching of the soul.
2 we'll be able to do the things for our cities, for our people, for our
defense, for our security that need. to be done. We have the means to do

it. That's what Hubert H. Humphrey thinks. And I have good reason to

believe it.
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and the other developed nations capable of producing food beyond es# own

domestic and commercial export needs, have an invaluable resource -- a

resource which can buy time'_-while developing countries stt-"ugglg to 5‘“

.

hat's what our food abundance is for.

E—-_We can't feed the world, alone, but we can buy time. ?The next

question istwhat do we do with the time we buy? Time is neutral, Jt=ugly
: - determines . becomes
BB what you do with time ###® whether it eomme® a liability or an
asset.r,B{Ec:od can be much more than a stop-gap palliative for famine.

<\_ In most developing economies it can be invested, just like money,

in capital improvements which in turn increase agricultural self-sufficiency.

-

-\ l If e was as much concern in this world about the fo tandard as there

is about the geld standard, I think we'd be wel the way to winning this

NG ¢ 2ape

‘ war on hunger. “HESETNENRMyow there are more people that need
- food today than need gold., Bothiliwantetorgoromperonidufon, are very
. vital, -One-has-to-be v dd carefy hes daves-wha saysTb =1
o '
e peaple-jus o e-ble Jyorknow Fhey-wonder;~did-ire”
make.a. litf e -mistake there “ean " wre-cat LY, T THISIgaTe™o deETandeeo
A gels ibble c so-each-meonth-this-year-of-1968+=-So let me make

it crystal clear befosesuesnomesanysfustiser that I am for bot od and gold.

I had an experience

W& just three months ago,

I'll long remember, I visited a successful United States sponsored food-for-



-9-

o end,
work project in Demak, Indonesia, where irrigation ditches giimaiiiiien tanks

were being cleaned and restored to full use by persons who had been

—

unemployed. Many «filillesn were very youngx- their pay was_ in food, And
gy it was 3 born meal. We often think of Ind

« Péofk
Not at al],\ gh'é

sia puisassily o s
{
n

<JEStslsmg rice cating

1 eat Bolgar wheat.

They
will eat corn meal.

They wi hey desperately need vegetable
{*ﬂiz

. 0113) and I am happy to tell you th3#your country is keeping its'shipments

«aO® on schedule in this the world., TSl the food g

W8 going there mew® maq be the difference

etween the success and failure

LY

e themselves from the infil-
tration, 1

ears past, of a foreign ideology. They are m@w trying to reestablish

own right as a free people with a spirit of nationalism encompassed

#® a concept of international cooperation.y o —

ome 450 thousand tons of American food were invested in this

S

food and work project last year alone.

t ##8 food is the equivalent of hard cash for development spending

in countries where foreign exchange must ordinarily be spent for food

imports. -Every

knoué_
'wﬁthii and-l-501eliinesw—alasost

one of you in this room

ins

of
e need to tell the American people, we need to tell ourselve\é;ﬂne value
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of this God-given commodity called food. It isn't just a oESEEEENSEsE palliative
for famine. Food is a currency in its own right. Food is @88 hard cash in

a capital-starved economy. Spread this word, get your Congressmen
y. Sp x gety g ", Ehimising

mererabouttte.get your economistim your media

thinking more about it.

H our present Food for Freedom program is designed especially
e

to serve these developmental objectives. It enables us to do much more than

simply release accidental surpluses when the famine signal goes up. How
good it is that we have finally arrived at a point of national maturity where
we look upon food as something to be used helpfully, continuously, con-

structively, rather than depending on the accident of surpluses to feed and
to help other people. This is the fundamental change in the legislation that

assea.
here just a few years ago,

We can now produce whatever is required to meet developmental

needs, over and above the demands of our commercial market. However,

we must be sure that in the process we provide a fair return to our own
say +his x
producers. And let me getsmigiNilessin pight*new. You do not ask
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a @i@gle munitions company to produce one bomb without a profit. You do

not ask one aircraft company to produce one ciiillé#e supersonic plane‘

Arerranan \are.
without a profit. Why do you ask farmers to do it? They% entitled to the
A
-{‘Ln”ff" as
same &@O# fair return on'investment Gl anyone else “ And I know ik

e
the argument SNEEERNEHEIINISNSISINEEE this is the way it has always been.

That was the argument for child labor,

B — i

issue-since~he came torCongress. not one bi I thire —3 !the American farmer

is entitled to ask fof" a price for his commodity just like anybody else. &

That's-the way Humphrey's-drugstore.kept open)_tou}'-

/9::: He is seppesedsto-we the fellow you just
. doesn't go over with the Trade Union Moverient:
Lt

The.Erade Union Movement sayaj“mm&mgmgmm contract, welkl
4 Ly

bargain it out with you, Armr=essgiel, [ think our farm friends are™

beginning te.caich ,an),.a.nd._somebo.dy is going to find-out that they kitow how"

to ask for a fair price, too. That wasn't in-this-tesmt-that'I have here, but I-

ﬂihe war on hunger is not, however, an exclusiveyAmerican
-

all mﬁnl(mcl
challenge. It is a challenge shared by all mankind. . .and'will suffer
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if it is not successfully met,
We have, therefore, begun to work with other developed nations to

establish a systematic international food aid program,

This is the purpose of the Food Aid P'Irovisions
/
the Kennedy Round negotiation on tradi and which are now before the-Semnate
for ratification...
‘. The Food Aid Convention calls for a 4.5 million ton supply of grain
to be supplied by the developed nations each year -- of which 1. 9 million
would come from the United States. The major share would be provided[

, by fl#e other developed nations in grain or cash equivalent, thus

increasing commercial demand. We hope to expand these quantities in
the future,
\_ Wwheat Trade _

The Food Aid Convention is accompanied by a @#éme Agreement é
designed to assure farmers in all participating nations better prices for
grain sold on the international market -- prices substantially higher than
@i specified in the 1962 Wheat Agreement,

was
W& the concept of an international food aid compact wa® at first
misunderstood in some of the developed countries -- particularly those which
have food deficits themselves and therefore felt they had nothing to
contribute,
v

I took'this matter W on my visit to Europe in March and April, %
@ESg: 1 made an effort in country after country to impress upon the heads
of state that all developed nationsl not only had an obligation to give what

they could -- if not food, then money -- but that such assistance would

also serve to expand and stabilize world markets.
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6\' ? |r_."l" i " J ‘.M’ 4 -:{'
( I spoke here to the MDevelopment Assistance Committee{,;'-.” /i

said
ﬂ‘agam I C&i -H-udL

% the problemgof world hunger and SHEEESSHISNESE (o0d shortages swislite
wWere. (13
not an American responsibility alone. UEHE&R thls was a2 matter

for the developed countries ef=the-—wordd to concentrate mon
®8 in cooperation with the developing countries, This message is beginning

o~ — the
to be heard. [ We've only made a begmn1ng‘4 5 million tons is a small

4"&!{.“’\3
amount, Butl” I'am becoming accustomed to smmsigime short steps

£ f/: /‘T/’ {"’ij icd=y
even though my vision 1SM It's 4.5 million tons more than we

ever had before, and it is the begmmng. \

) anveh
“ I am proud to say 3% we've had this'success.
am‘z
( Ratification of the Food Aid Convention will SN e et o

S n.s
beginning -- but ¥##® a good one N settmg a pattern for the future.

It is a basis from which international cooperation in the war on
hunger can be expanded, not only for the benefit of the developing nations
but as a means of providing new markets and more price protection to
farmers everywhere,

other
The O.E.C.D. has considered «@i@iit#ome# paths towards international

cooperat:on in the war on hunger, as have the members of UNC TADi

What I want you to do.

‘n
\
is # become, in a sense, missionaries @ this effort. We've had aggmest

«EEESE difficulty getting ¥ developed countries to take their full respon-

-Fo 24, - ean . «
sibihty‘ this war on hunger. I call upon ¢glEESS you whehave such
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e Hiis
SEANEE to make Sl 2 priority matter CRSENENERIEARDyOw.
3

SSNSEEEE. Many of you travelj you meet with #® leaders of many countries

LAJG, ne ec\ we need +s
Mdialogui

build on this beginning.

‘Ee’look forward to the time #Nefatere when all the developed
nations, I repeat “11_} -=- without regard for ideology -- will join
with all developing nations as full partners in similar food aid and technology

programs.

' The time is here for a world without politics when it comes to

hunger,
C e .Err_:-,j"inte gnaﬁmal cooperation is-a-seeond important-tool; —

€ - (4
*‘\»-J One thing I learned a long time ago in this countrygsassaounganan;
L_/

that when you're hungry, when you're broke, when you're down-and-out,

arc
it doesn't make any difference what your politics # when you go to the bank.

If you're poor, 4f you're white or black, if you are unemployed, white—onslslaek i
_\j’“hfﬂ,/' I )
you are in trouble, sElie politic s “efsitseemmijcte fadesiawa);r“

AMHSRE the same thing is true in the world today. Regardless of ideology,

- Wi+,
those nations iffiflieisworidwifatiave=EEe technical know-how and #& capacity
for food production -- the developed nations -- must join togethex) and the

. 1ato

developing nations must be brought # Concerted planning with them,
l Now let me say a few words about technology.
! A few years ago we thought most farmers in the developing nations

were hopelessly bound to the techniques their forefathers had used for

literally hundreds and thousands of years. We know differently now.
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( Many of those same farmers have created an insatiable demand

for fertilizer and improved seeds that has even caused black markets in 3

agricultural imputesdn some countries,

|

| Farmers from Turkey to India' this year' harvested millions of
| —

acres of high-yield Mexican wheat developed by the Rockefeller Foundation
-- a scant three years after its introduction.
. Improved rice varieties developed at the International Rice Research

Institute in The Phillippines are now being adapted for use in over 20 major

rice producing countries and promise to triple or quadruple yields.

T o

meens-oi-ite-distribution: l We can expect our laboratories and experimental

farms to offer more technical progress, but the real challenge before us

mew is to get the benefits of what we already know into the hands of the

——l.“j:?__z e ang
farmers and'the mouths of their children. This cetaipmmets cducation

and extension work. Amdiby the away we have done it all here.
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laber
It means adapting our past discoveries to the needs of a® intensive

agriculture,

It means localized radioﬂ rural radio stations and inexpensive

transistor radios to carry the news of improved techniques.

It means adequate, “inexpensivi G casily obt ained| Cf"Gch“‘.

e

{ It means incentive returns to the farmer to break the cycle of toil

and poverty that is the essence of agricultural backwardness.

o
m&_j'ust came back from a visit @ Africa and every place I

beou*

went, I found African leaders talking tommmesabows how they can improve _
A

their agriculture. Three things Wi they were most concerned aboutA

education, i the improvement of agricultural

technology g and health. &8# those

are the three pillars of any successful foreign assistance program. ‘S@ib

our problems (n )
'%_gji.ofm this foreign aid business| is +hat

we are too sophisticated. InEBEFEARE NN e it dawned on me
\_44\9(4;:"
particularly «iSlSNINISE in Africa. WHlS»a man

sad o mne s
_ _ ""Mr. Vice President, we just need a two-year

college in this country.

@ew we don't

-

need a Harvard, @ a MIT, or an Oxford. We need a two-year college.

We have but eqgmm one secondary school in the whole country. " ‘THENRES

SernnmTEEolegess And he said, "One of the real problems thét we



175

face
#%9%® is that the developed countries are so developed HiER they don't

understand what we are talking about. ”'And I said, I think ¢aa# I

understandy my mother was a school teacheia she had a tenth grade

education and she was a better sc¢hool teacher than some of the Ph. D. 's Sl
I have run into. She knew what she was doing’-ghe had a love of children
and she had enough information for williil#eme the needs of that time. ! I can

remember old Dr. Christenson out at the University of anesotal who
k"‘hrf‘ﬂ u.aeel'_ of Six u.ueek or Hhree mnonth
used to put on - < aonth short courses to teach

Come +o
our farmers how to farm better. He did not ask them tolthe Umvers:.ty

dida't

for seven years& they _have the time. He was lucky if he could get

them. for three week&:‘ but I'll tell you, he made smmye good farmers & of
them. lAnd as a boy, I remember the county extension servica—-_iihere

. =
were very few who had masters degrees} and if there was one}he never got

up our way. They must have kept him down here for exhibition purposes at

the Smithsonian. The people @ we had as county extension agents weme

: or
peoplalisfiiiibe had an eighth grade «slmeion, tenth grade educatiox;._lgut

they k.new a lot about farmmg. ‘Ldy fellow Amencans}we re a little over

ﬁmmmw they need the beginnings. I don't
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beginnings.
‘agriculture is private enterprise in America and in most

= anﬂ[ .
places in the world. So is the production of fertilizer, pesticides,Yfarm

implements. So are our thriving farm cooperatives. t{the re is iy

.F
one thing $## I am proud of as a United States Senator' it is Title 5 I ‘the

Foreign Aid Act, That title compelled this government -- at long last -- to

o«Mlille something about the promotion of e form cooperatives @@

in the developing countries of the world

our —.E +Q!J. h'm
witness il 8 before MB committee and M}ye’re not going to

rely on your good intentions any longer. My father told me there was a place
ESNee paved with good intentions.' We are going to see tH#l¥ it is done by

lawy we are going &Ml to set up credit unions, farm cooperatives, am:‘L

savings and loan associations. We are going 4llllllee to get GG people to

1
help themselves. “-\;hen a farmer owns his own piece of land and

|2 @8 can cooperate with others in ®88 production andndistribution‘ and
B credit facilities}“ he is a free enterpriser, * '... e have been
= -;'

,’: > .
making some progress. ( Interestingly epbugh, in the #m@®® recend offensive in

Seler:"' " ad‘f‘ o

Vietnam,Ahe first people shiii : i in the rural areasHor slaugh’cer'

leaders of the newly established cooperatives, JOESateiielasiErarys

=i

\!ncfueﬂ:qg p.
established there, WSMEIEDS our

first rural elegtfic cooperatives. dg—tendes - TSR
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~have o control myaiews-on these mattarsavewscasdayg .

the development and dissemination of new technology --

once the exclusive preserve of our Land Grant Colleges and @ Extension

Service -- is increasingly becominggi part of the private sector. Today
agcicultoral

— s ) Y Sy
fully half of all lk research IS, is financed and conducted by

”L/
private firms, ( nd let me put @ my plea’now for the partnership concept.

ARy the Vice President doesn't have

much authority but he can be a spokesman. This is an office filled with

respons1b1hty and no power, that I know. But Bilisilagm: one thmg -1 do

e

LAt

“alse knowd ‘ if we are going to do anything in this country, we are going
o desirg,

to have to learn to work together. And there has to be'in government @
Wl to work with the private sector of our economy. You canno}‘

Mr, Government, “ look upon a private businessman as if he

s w your competitor or g enemyy he is your partnea

nd Mr., Businessman, you have to look upon your government' not as

a
-
-

your enemy ‘ but as your partner. We have to work together. “fard

I know.AliNNRNES. o]d antagonismes do. e.xi&t. ;

('/ .ont.. T p a.si(:;i
I ran into & situation in the Far East
Q_ /f;:’ﬂ

“ how we could use American food to help -/beff country)a.nd I

0\ n*e& O.J+ ‘Q"’lnq‘f‘
a private firm under Title 4 of the Food for Freedom

Foodl The
Act could purchase’\ on long-term creditsy @ @R ood could then be

not only

Q
for feeding hungry people but i develop{isWilliR distribution facilities.
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fhen_

wa government man'said to me, '"Mr., Vice President, that means that.
e . _!JJ“\!CH [;

you expect me to work with a private business firml -gomg to make a
e - ﬂgl
profit, ”( I said, '""Yes, is that unfAmerican? ”l L he said, '""That's the way
. ) H oW .
we get in trouble, " (QWell, I said, you can afford to get in some troublex I
get in plenty of it, It won't hurt you a bit. And S i you get in trouble
under those terms)just remember the law directs you to do it.”‘But“

<BSEBENE the re is reluctance to do it.

~ So I suggest that when you have a program

SESREE whe re polSSIISRIRS (1o private sector can work with &

el NS Sty MOUSEE cct busy and

say W I think it will work and then have somebody examine the law.

e B e

Hanild 5 /L 7 At e

ey .l see my old -:E-ri_pz’i& Harold aia’n; here.

dEE 5 T said- i tim:rk Tknow what that. .
. M Counte T Part Funds s

MSedn. private Sr—— Te‘#rpnw ies-so that American business
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gmmmw%mwhawﬁsﬂ«m nd this AW O SPent ome.
\. o gl
m-l)—qi!l-t*hﬁ”Pl‘eSEn‘ce‘Uf fh’e“UndWLM sf8 T v o fS “ -'"- ! =
' N\

Fam.one of-the-co=~authors of thatdaw { frow you've got-a-lawyer Hete that
alking-about-or.he's.telling.mne Wi am
‘Stupic:— 1 he 15 doing W T w3t “to reming you that-Famon-the—

ha Je

Fa prauziﬂairsuggasti\@n«ien%w._._.,____

er-and I'll be back tomorrow.

‘Appropriations Committee,/ And I-

9!&¥““Eﬁ§?rﬁtﬁﬁﬁ%”@?E?qFBﬁ éifzaﬁTval

g wonderful-
oo ] unthat muekh —..-: § Loy aliaag Those < -.- EY ; r‘,&ﬁ‘%‘{é“%’%

._ prwate industry has played a major

I'*-__,_J .qm"’"'
role in our war on hunger has played a major role in exporting commodities

sold under Public Law 480, and over 70 charitable organizations have

helped distribute American food abroad. Yerrd-fsee-my-rord-friend

] t] ?
' ) auuornmﬂnf‘

smmbbiey What a blessing. '1magme if ew® had to do it allm

I've been a strong supporter of ...volunta.ry agencies in this program,‘h
4

.

\ 50-1— Sgnp L ‘,,/
By the time you have fiHed-igall thosé xz.eportij any love of humanity is qonex

m You need to have some of the human touch.

's‘,t/ A Lenrt Bt
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ﬁ needless to say, agricultural development can and will mean

| -

economic development in general i and a growing market for commercial

exports of food, farm equipment and agricultural chemicals.

L o ———

any program Sl e

ﬂthat will stimulate g exports‘ is in our national interest

+he
as well as inwWorld wide interest,

/ Our American farmers invest roughly
% =

B2 2 R —————— P -
T, e M B, . WMSRT T AL e ——— - ’ —

wsdi-lonstiacoording-badiug,

42 dollars per acre in production supplies from the non-farm sector each
year. Our Japanese farmer friends, however, spend more than that for
chemicals alone. Farmers in all the developing nations will soon begin to
rely much more heavily on the products of agribusiness. And agribusiness’
and farme rs‘ and government have everything in commony you are not
enemies; the President knows you are not, and the Vice Pre—sident knows you
are not. We need you and you need us if we are going to do this job.

@ink the American free enterprise system can tap this great
market -- and help feed millions in the process,

!
ﬁ finally‘) let me mention the most critical need of all - -

self-help on the part of the developing nations,

(Some of them are already doing very well.

S ——

|
But as George Woods, President of the World Bank, said in

New Delhi acwieicaga; many still fail to grasp the terrible urgency of

the. situation,
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oL er t "."

‘ IYspent a very enlightening afternoon with il Robert Gardner

of the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa, e L T

“
‘ghen he talked\y about what-wis dappesig poptlation and

food in Africa, I got W cold chills. That man o dght to talk to you.

You ought to see the immensity of the ¢ eng?‘fyet he .
L)elsrur’;, " =

suscepebelimmrdliR it can be mef. But we need to take & cooddook

afiiéamet plan it. You havefo plan a war.on poverty, you have to plan

lchF.cn.s 2 CE
a war on hunger., ‘Phis isn't any ngpansstae operatiorb‘ you have to {

figure out whit resources will be required, Wil tNOMnd s1:ruct1.1reJ

the logistic s)“ and how the ewl be

-

defeated. \\-\ 3

— T — ey er s T ea— e ——
.

Lﬂ there is much more to do in all aspects of economic

- n
development -- in agriculture}-family planning, in land reform, in

in
industrial development S export promotion, in management and l!\,

maintenance of progress already achieved.

"i An encychcal came out Jil¥ a year ago, it said, ""Development

is the new name for peace.' Wlillilis I believe that. “pisbieveithat

Amrr.(qn,]
Just as one of our greatlherc's lesen said] ''Peace, peace, there

is no peace''. I say, ''peace, peace, there is no peace without development',

- eace
And I say there is no development without security which maﬁé‘gfﬁgésiblex

+5 shake
(There is §if more to dosuwimisimy- OMma and doctrine that

——

make good anti-colonial rhetoric but bad development pPolicy, ey
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One of the

most inhibiting of these is the outdated notion that foreign private
investment means exploitation.
Ll_nihe colonial era, that may have been true, But toda.y' there
is a new breed of capitalists -- they have learned the hard way. I call
them domesticated capitalistsy _\%ey are ready to offer not
exploitation' but investments, jobs, management,’production of exportable
goods, and progress,
tlf‘re is much more to national development than progress in
agriculture.‘
LEI_)_ere must be education -- to emancipate the mind and release
the human potential.
L’E’z'e_re must be health care -- to protect and preserve the
vitality of our God-given human resources.
LEhout these three necessities of human development, all the
Od"\&
shiny factories and new roads, all the banks and # bicycles S the
usual symbols of economic development)become little more than ‘vain—
13
glorious monuments. The greatest resource & God gave usn-

the)ﬁ:man resource. That is what you tend to first,

[ his IS a J‘n:’f//
‘ i, hen the world's intentions ANNNESSNtSRe o rc

being sorely tested)lon the battlefield, in the quiet Foreign Office
corridors, @@ in our souls.
Nowhere is this test greater than on the dusty plots in the humble

villages on the front lines of the war on hunger.
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ﬁ we know the dimensions of this battle and we have the

weapons to f?éﬁ?it.

fl But do we --

S

have the will to make a small sacrifice today for wtomorrow’?

nd’all others who are comfortable and prosperous --

Sometimes I fear ## Gunnar Myrdal is right -- that we live o,

b

""attending to the business of the day without giving much thought to the
unthinkable ahead of us,"

L—I‘Ere is a bill in the Congress of the United States today to
extend Public Law'480)mh--i’s surely one of the most enlightened

E’EJ u\‘\

documents in the W##E annals of international relations.

I Help us pass it.

| There is also the President's request for a foreign aid

authorization. Fully one-half of the development aid in that request

will be devoted specifically to the war on hunger. We need your help.

| Foreign aid signments of the

.

ptom of our /withdrawal,

F 4

ider to be the gravest dan facing this coyhtry. “EEEE

Fhatls
gets tougl?TMhe refults seem to be

and

ss than what you

neration of Americans

They are aided

pression or been jhvolved in a war. i
'"let's withdraw. Stop the

,ﬂrorld I want tofgetﬁff Let America ha.v her lost weekend. Let's live it

up. Fortryé’s Amerma ik Im thlS :LS the greatest challenge of our tune,\

e _—ﬁ

/Tée re-__emergence o - sinempsERent 1solaﬁm§m in new clothes, with new

\ TSN Fhat Sayse
symbols, with new slogans, the kind of isolationism “
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/

will x,c’bme - .Lhe

~that ally.ee‘d' to do is ’W/i"rh/for a betteryld and i
5 v 5

ché-ﬁ;{vay. There i\g___m/éheap way‘ to égc"c)mplis great%gs.

}/_';
@ave the chance to be remembered in history as the

generation that finally decided to make its commitment to security and

development for all mankind, We have that chancey or we can gain for

ourselves a chapter in history as the generation that had the opportunity

for greatness and settled for petty nonsense,

( I hope M8 we make the right decision. I think we willgum
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VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY
SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON WAR ON HUNGER
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WASHINGTON, D.C,

FEBRUARY 20, 1968

We are here today to talk aboutl food and people -- and
about victory in the war on hunger,

As a Senator and as Vice President I have travelled in
most of the countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America,.

No one who has had that experience can forget that the
majority of our fellow human beings still lead a hand-to-mouth
existence. ..that the world's population growth is accelerating...
that outside sub-Sahara Africa and the Amazon Basin the amount

of new land available for plo}‘ing is small.




Everyone in this room is concerned about the cost
of hunger and malnutrition in human misery, in mental
retardation, in economic backwardness...in tension and disorder.
No generation has known the prophecy of Isaiah better than we:
"And it shall come to pass, that when they shall be hungry
they shall fret themselves, and curse their king and
their = God."
Nor indeed does it take much imagination to envision a
nightmare world populated by hollow-eyed, spindly-legged,

children... gw:nt and shuffling men...emaciated mothers, in

vty ol Tcs
years to come -'—li;f we do not act— J/DU'&U"ZL :
What is sometimes difficult to remember, . amidst

[
all the grim projections of a neck and neck &e between people

and food, is that the Malthusian trap is by no means inescapable,

e el

i1
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It is within our power to throw back the jaws of that trap...
and to make a square meal, like sun and air, the birthright
of every human being.

We must certainly remind ourselves that it is primitive
technology -- not inadequate food growing potential -- that
produces starvation yields in many countries today.

Add a little fertilizer, a little water, some improved
seed to the dust of those fields and output increases radically.

Remember also that self-help efforts in countries like

India, Pakistan and China, in Latin America and Africa, are
beginning to pay off. We now expect that the world will produce
more food grain this crop year than everf before in man's history --
not only because of good luck or good weather, but because of solid,

tangible progress in agriculture.

-
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There is progress in family planning, too, even though the
consequences of that progress -- a significant downturn in the
world birth-rate -- may yet be a decade or more away. The
amount of resources now devoted to population planning. .. the
knowledge of contraceptive methods...and public acceptance
is at an all-time high. We ourselves will invest over 17 times
as much foreign assistance to family planning efforts in 1968
as we invested five short years ago.

Finally, we need constant reminding that it is not destiny. ..

bl
not any tragic inevitability in the human condition. . WW
' et )
will decide whether children born this year grow up strong

and healthy[/c}r sick and hopeless, ﬂm«ﬁM

Yes, there is reason to hope -- and because of it, more

reason than ever for concerted, decisive action.
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What weapons are now at hand for our struggle against hunger?
Food. We, and the other developed nations capable of
producing beyond our own domestic and commercial export needs,
have an invaluable resource which will buy time while developing
countries struggle to their own feet agriculturally.
But food can be much more than a stop-gap palliative for
famines. _ .
_va %e“.;, trveled) =
In most developing economies it can be invested, just like
money, in capital impr.ovemergwhich in turn increas?agricultural
self-sufficiency. Just three months ago, I visited a successful
U.S. sponsored food-for-work projects at Demak, Indonesia,
where irrigation tanks were being cleaned and restored to use,—™

~ tons of American food were used for such projects throughout

the developing world last year.

S Ts T B e
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Food is the equivalent of hard cash for development spending

in countries where foreign exchange must be spent for food imports.

Buffer stocks a
developing economy ¢gan make the difference betwgen rising real
wages and a frugtrating inflationary/tfreadmi

Our present Food for Freedom legislation is designed
specifically to serve those developmental objectives. It enables
us to do much more than simply release accidental surpluses when
the famine signal goes up.

We can now produce whatever is required to meet developmental

;?Jneue.- : i

needs, over and the demands of ourjcommercial market.
R —

We can offer as much food as the needs and self-help

(V)
efforts of recipient nations permit them to use construtively.

We are on the offensive.




But the war on hunger is not an exclusively American challenge.
It is a challenge shared by all mankind, and all will suffer if it
is not successfully met.

We have therefore begun to work with the other developed
Lyt wil’ Jm—g
nations systematically to the world's producmg capamty}-ﬁ&’gi Z

tho Lo -xc,m:., Lif,s..- /szmi ) =

I e 2O~ B
Sin T L@ 71, 3 &’é 474
a&,rﬁf’w"” 0

at is td;{e purpose of the Food Aid provisions which were

part of the Kennedy Round negotiation and which are now before
the Senate for ratification.

The Food Aid Convention calls for 4.5 million tons of

; i - —
53 ,/
grain to be supplied by the g natwns each year,..ﬂ:%dﬂ—~ f'_ -

waould be provided by other developed nations in grain or cash

equivalent, &PW

e e GG



The Food Aid Convention is accompanied by a Wheat Trade
Agreement designed to assure farmers in all participating nations
(m-rm pricedfor grain sold on the international market --
=e pricebsubstantially higher than that specified in the 1962
Wheat Agreement,

The concept of an irﬂ'ernational food aid compact was at
first misunderstood by some developed countries -- particularly
by those which have food deficits themselves and therefore felt
they had nothing to contribut:to world food requirements,

During my visit to Europe last spring I made every effort
to impress upon the heads of state with whom I met that all
developed nations not only had an obligation to give what they could --

if not food, then money -- but that such assistance would also act b'/

assa world marbet‘g

I am proud to say we had some success.
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Ratification of the Food Aid Convention will be only a
beginning -- but a good beginning -- in setting a pattern for the
future.

basis :

It is a biss from which international cooperation in the
war on hunger can be expanded, not mly for the benefit of the
developing nations but as a means of providing new markets and
more price protection to farmers everywhere,

The O,E,.C.D, and the D,A,C, have considered additional
paths toward international cooperation in the war on hunger, as have the
members of UNCTAD

We look forward to the time when all developed nations will
join with all developing nations as full participants in similar

food and technology programs.

It is time for a world without politics when it comes to hunger.

Q)(;? D) !
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So international cooperation is a second important tool.

Next comes technology -- not so much the need for new
technology, but the need to make better use of the technology we already have.

A very few years ago we thought most farmers in the developing
nations were hopelessly conservative -- bound to the techniques
their forefathers had used for literally thousands of years,

Today, many of those same farmers have created a demand
for fertilizer and improved seeds that has produced black markets
in agricultural inputs in some countries,

Farmers Mkey to Indiaﬁ(is year, harvested millions
of acres of high-yield Mexican wheat developed by the Rockefeller
Foundation -~ a scant  years after its introduction, Improved
rice varieties developed at the International Rice Research Institute
in the Philippines are now being adapted for usin over 20 major

rice producing countries and promise to triple or quadruple yields.
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We can expect more technological progress in the future, The

United States alone invested nearly 900 million dollars in 50 thousand

agricultural projects last year. The results will be new foods,

new nutrients, better diets.

Prospects are particularly bright for producing cheap

protein from rough fish, soy, cottonseed, peanut products --

even crude oil,

That kind of laboratory progress is important . But the real

challenge before us today is to get the benefits of what we already

know into the hands of the farmers and the mouths of th%&%‘ children.

That means extensigp) work. \It means adapting our past

discoveries to the needs of labor 'intensive agriculture.

It means localized rural radio stations and cheap transistor

radios which carry the news of improved techniques.

It means adequat m obtained\ inexpensive ,

~ | i

for the farmers who are ready to invest in higher output.
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It means 11‘|C£:l1l'lvu_é%b;that offer to break the cycle

of toil and poverty that is the essence of agricultural backwardness.

fe
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Agriculture is a private sector entLr]::rlsL in America. So
are the production of fertilizer, pesticides, farm implements,
So are our thriving farm cooperatives.

Even the Dvelopment and dissemination of new technology --
once the exclusive preserve of our Land Grant colleges and our
extension service -- is increasingly being taken over by the private
sector,

Today fully half of all U,S, agricultural research is financed
and condd‘:{ed by private firms,

Their promotional efforts deserve a significant part of
the credit for keeping American agriculture up-to-date.

So when we talk about the agricultural resources America
has to offer to the world -- those independent farmers, those

cooperatives, and td@s® booming aew agribusiness must be counted
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as a leading assetJ /(ﬁmg with all the private charitable organizations that have
already done so much.
Recognizing private initiative and investment as "the xest
lonj-term route to rapid growth, ' President Johnson established
an Office of Private Resources in the Agency for International
Development -- not only to facilitate American investment

in developing nations but expansion of private sectors in those

O 2
countries, g

2
= Ze , e Peestt
Needless to say, a vital, growitg world agricultural

St i

sector will mean an enormous market for farm equipment and
chemicals. American farmers today invest roughly 42 dollars
per acre ! in production supplies from the non farm sector

each year. Japanese farmers, cultivating their small plots
intensively and producing some of the highest yields in the world,

4 spend more than that for chemicals));izers,
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for all those inputs will be one important feature of a successful

pesticides, fungicides and herbicides alone. [ growing

war on hunger,
I think the American free enterprise system can tap that
market -- and fe{!; millions in the process.
/1\
Finally, let me mention the most critical need of all --

self-help on the part of the developing nations.,

ws
Some of them are already doing well. But, (George Woods,

President of the World Bank put it in New Delhi a week ago, "It is
earlier in their evolution, and there is much more to be done, than
Mm/c\
many of their governments are aware." There is more to do in the
whole spectrum of economic development -- in agriculture and family planningi

land reform, in industrial development and export promotion, in

management and maintenance of progress already achieved.
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There is more to do shaking off dogma and doctrine that made
good revolutions but make bad development policy.

One of the most inhibiting of these is the outdated notion
that foreign private investment means exploitation. | In the
colonia‘era that was surely true. But today a new breed of
capitalists -- domesticated capitalists, if you like -- are
ready to offer not exploitation but jobs, management, exportable

goods, and progress.

*
3
2z

My fellow Americans, this is a time when our national

will -~ our determination to achieve a better, safer world -- is

being sorely tested...on a foreign battlefield ...in the quiet

corridors of Foreign Offices around the world. ..in our cities

here at home...in our souls,
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Nowhere is that test greater than on the dusty plots and in the
humble villages in the private lines of the war on hunger,

We know the dimensions of the battle,

We have the weapons to fight it.

But do we have the will to make a small sacrifice today
for a peaceful tomorrow? Sometimes I fear that Gunnar Myrdal is
right -~ that we live on)”attenti?to the business of the day
without giving much thought to the unthinkables ahead of us."

There is a bill before Congress today to extend the terms
of a PL-480 program which is surely one of the most enlightened
documents in the bleak annals of international relations.
We must pass it.

There is also the President's request for a foreign aid
authorization.

Fully one half of the development aid in that request will

be devoted specifically to war on hunger. \That, too, must pass.



At the turn of this century, the Ane rican poet, Edwin Markham,
inspired by Millet's painting, '""The Man with the I—IU)%', '""described
our fellow men who still stand today in a hundred thousand
villages around the world:

"Bowed by the w"éght of centuries he leans

Upon his hoe and gazes on the ground,

The emptiness of ages in his face,

And on his back the burden of the world. " ?
And Ma‘rkham cried out: '- e

"O Masters, lords and rul;ars in all lands, '

Isthis the handiwork you give to God?"

The answer is in our hands.

###
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