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My wife and I are delighted to we lco hfe you to our home tonight. 

We are particularly proud and happy to have the honor of having 

our o ld and dear friend the Vice President with us, and he's 

going to say a few words. And t o introduce him to you I want 

to present the President of the Afri c an Ameri can Institute 

Nr . \vally Nielsen . tvally ••• 

/Jv;.·~ 
( Applause) 

Mr . Vice President and friends of Africa, and the United States • • o 

I ' ve been doing a little library \iork recently and have turned 

up some African proverbs that I think are rather nice and perhaps 

express a couple of the things I'd like to say tonight. 

I'd first like to say, on behalf of the African American Institute 

and all of you, to Nati lda and Arthur Krim, our thanks for this 

wonderful tradition of hospitality here in New York for Africans 

and Americans t hat now enters it's tenth year, I believe. And 

to s ay that there is this Afri c an proverb, "Our love and gratitude 

is like the misty rain ••• that come s softly, but floods the river." 

I suppose all of us here tonight have in com.rnon this one feeling, 

at least, namely that what has happened in Africa in the last 

twenty years is one of the great events, not only of our lifetime, 

but of all human history; and the independence that has come to 

Africa now means, for a whole branch of the human fami ly, a chance 

to stand in dignity - and if nothing else to make their own 

mistakes the way that some of us have had the chance to make ours 

over all the centuries. 

So, it's a wonderful and inspiring and hopeful change , but it's 

also a time of difficu lty inAfrica, and I think the Africans 
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thems elves 'Hi th their 1'lOnderful quali-ties of patience, have seen the 

reality - the length of their task - and this recalls to my mind 

another African proverb. "Be p atient , in tir.1e even an egg "''lill 

walk ." But I think t he rest of us shouldn't be too patient for 

the Africans. That is, we shoul d not deprive th·em of the help 

and the understanding that they can use in the great tasks that 

they no-:'1 face. I think that Africans must sometimes feel like another 

proverb that I fou..."l.d about a stepchild - l·7hi ch is, "Pity the step ­

child, if he doesn't wash his hands he is dirty; if he does, he 

is wasting water·!-'' And I think that perhaps those of us that live 

our lives here in the s etting and the context of the United States 

perhaps don 't fully ~L~derstand the problems, the needs that exist 

in these inspiring ne11 countries in Africa. Hhi c h calls to mind 

another proverb, which I think has great wisdom in it, and it is; 

"He who has carried doesn't realize hm.; far the town is", but 

because of these needs, becaus e of the hope in Africa for expression 

of understanding and concern from here , I think the recent trip of 

our guest of honor tonight assumes a very special importance in 

the relations between the se t wo great continents . In the years that 

I have been associated with African Affairs, I think I have never known 

an occasion like the Vice President 's trip that has evoked as much 

warmth , as much friendly response from Africans; and has displayed 

to Afri c ans this marvelous warmth and qua lity of friendship and 

idealism that we Americans think is perhaps the finest quality 

of our own society. And it's to honor him on the occasion of his 

retur n frow this great, and I might even s a y historic, visit to 

Africa that we h ave gathered here tonight. And it is with the 

greatest pleasure and pride •••• the Vice Presiden t o f the United 

State s . 
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I thank/ very much Mr. Nielson and ou~ dear and generous and kind 

and gracious frie~ds Matilda and Arthur Krim, and my good friend 

this very distin~uished African Robert Gardner that's with us 

tonight, and Your Excellencies and ladies and gentlemen ••• 

You knmi it 1 s very difficult on an occ a sion like this to knm'i' 

just what tosay. Now, I have it all written out here. I want 

you to kn01·1 I have a ·whole s eries of cards. In fact, I >'i'as 

looking them over earlier this evening and on the sixth next 

to the l ast c ard it said 11 and finally 11 ••• and I decided if it took 

six cards to s ay 11 and finally" that I really shouldn't look at 

them, because I can do better than that . I can do at least ten 

c ards after saying "and finally." 

This is a very v ery special occasion. It's really not an occasion 

for a speech or for an address or even hardly for remarks, It's 

an occasion for friendship and fellowship, o r as we say, jus t for 

fun. I've been in this lovely home before and I've been privleged 

to enjoy the hospitality ~nd the kindness of our host and hostess 

and I must s ay that to make a speech on an evening like this is 

almost beyond the call of duty. But one of the reasons you have 

a Vice President of the United States is that somebody has to do 

something beyond the c all o f duty, I wouldn't say that if I didn't 

know the President was in Texas. 

This evening I've had the privlege of visiting with some of you 

ve r y briefly and saying hello. A little later I hop e that I 'll 

have the opportunity to se e many of you in much more of, ·Nell, 

of conversati on and dance. 
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Now, I met somebody here a while ago ~hat somebody told me was 

th e b~st dancer in the diplomati c corps, and I see him right , 

here. No;.,, I don 1 t e:;:actly kno~·T just which b,'i'ist or turn that 

you sort of put your standards upon , but may I s ay that in t he 

1fhit e House corps I'm the second best dan cer. I say that because 

I don't want any competion tonight ; our best dancer is busy tonight. 

We've _had a wonderful, wonderful experience i n our visit to 

A:frica. I always feel that the best way to talk to people is in 

t rut h and c andor. Hhen 1-'le were pl a nning this journey I 1-'lasn ' t 

at all sure just what it woul d be; in fact I had people tell me 

jus t prior to my taking the trip, "Do you know that you o ught to 

s tay home? There's lots of 1-'lork to d o here. 11 And I reminded one 

o f my associates that s aid that - I said, well, you just don't 

seem t o understand that I have a tour to make. He s aid , " Hr . 

Vice President , you are going to Africa, " And the man that said 

t hat has something to say about what I'm going t o do. I hope he 

h as a great de a l to say about what I'm going to do. We'd had 

a meeting of some of our friends from t he African nations who 

c aoe t o the H"'.ni te House f o r a l uncheon. And when the President 

came into that l uncheon he said to the gentlemen assembled, "Your 

Excellencies , what is it you ' d like to have? \~at is it you'd 

l ike us to do?" And I ·will always remember when one of our dear 

f riends said, 111ve 1 d like to have the .Vice President come to Africa. 11 

lvh.at a ·wonderful man , I tell you • • • and I didn ' t even put him up 

to it. Well, as a result of that suggestion, we planned our visit, 

and our real p rob l em was when to go. And I think you 'll under-

st and our visit was planned for the latter part o f December. 
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The Congress convened or reconvened on J anuary 15th. I do have 
• 

a fami ly and I had some o b li gat ion to not only fami ly, but to 

other fr iends and neighb ors and ue h ad to de ci de when we were 

going to go. I want thos e representative s of the African Nations 

here of t he count ries I d id not visit to know ••• that it was 

Jo e Palmer t hat cut you out - or shou ld I say that spare d you 

my . . .... 
VlS lt.. . But in all truth , we on ly had a few days and we had 

to decide just where cou l d we go. I made a deal wi t h the State 

Department, and it's hard to make a deal with t he Sta t e Depart-

rnent, but I made one . I s aid , "I'll go to the nine countries 

that you have listed here, provided you let me come back to the 

other t hirty l ater ." I think I have a deal , but I'm not sure 

that the State Department always keep s all i t's commitment s. 

aut I hope i t will. In fact, I knm'l they shall. 

I sai d about our visit to Afri c a , it was a journey o f discoverage. 

And really it was .. Ho'l•l f ew of' our fe llm·T Ameri c ans really knm'l 

much about the African continent. And might I s a y -..'lith equa l 

c ando r , how f ew of your fellow cit izens o f your respec tive countries 

in Africa knm'l about our great country. lfuat we generally knOi'l 

is square r:li l es and populati o~s , and a few of the generalities; 

but i·:e don ' t knm·1 too much about e a c h o ther . Yet, we live in the 

age of comn1uni c ation 'Nhere ue ought to know muc h more , I knm'l that 

t he continent o f Afric a is at l east almost four t imes as l arge 

i n square miles as the Unite d States. I know that it's popula-

tion is at l east 50% more ; ove r 300 milli on. lve ' re about 200 

mi llion. I l~no1·1 that we have 50 s tates, and I kno·w that you hove 

almost as many countries on t he African c ontinent. But I also 

know something else - that our fif ty states are as differ ent 
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in many ways as the countrie s of Africa . \fhat "l'le need to under­

stand i~ while there are Ameri cans a~d Africans; there are people. 

Peopl e a re very different . Than~c goodness. They all have t heir 

own individualities, their own personalities and our regions and 

our areas have our o"\m individualities and personalities. \ve 

travele d into some nine countri es in some of t he French speaking 

Africa. Some of what we li~e to think of over here as the 

English speaking Africa, but in t he Afri c a with t heir own n ative 

tongues too ••• a nd everypl ace we went we found people that 1-1ere 

very different . Not that they were different in the sense of 

antagonism , but different in their habits, t heir attitudes, their 

personalities , their mores ; and ho·w good it >'las to know t hat . 

Because you just have to appreciate my friends from Africa., how 

little sometimes soo e of us kno1'1 o I know t hat we ought to know 

much more about you, but I want t o urge t hat you a lso know more 

about us. You kno1-1 this grea t c ity of New Yor}~. You knm'i this 

Eastern Seaboard; at least you know some o f it. I want you to 

kno-.·1 cy p art of the coun try too; the mid'\·lest , t he far "Nest, the 

south1vest - I want you t o knot>7 all the peopl e in our country . 

Th o s e of you that are here as the representatives of your respec-

tive countries , t ravel as much as you c an . Anc then get hold of 

those friends o f yours that are Americans and tell t hem when they 

go to Afri c a to travel much more than t he Vic e President did. 

Don't l et the Vic e President 's s tandard be your s o I had to go 

primarily to c apital cities , important as they are . 

Now one o r two obser vations. ~~en I returned or I s h ould s ay 

first when I left to go on this journey, and when you got many 

o f us together fro m industry, fron labor and education ; from 
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our pr~~ate sector and our public services, from journalism and 

the .media • •• l·lhen '"e left I said, "He 're going to go to learn, to 

listen, to look, to learn," and we did . We learned a great deal. 

People said, well, you were only gone about 13 days, how could 

you learn much? Hell, if you work six hours a day for 13 days, 

you don't learn as · much as if you 11ork 18. But, what if you work 

about t wenty hours a day for 13 days. That gives you about 26 

days, doesn 't it? Well, we worked for about 20 hours a day, an 

average, I think, of better than 18 hours a day. In every place 

that we went we tried to pour ourse lves into the learning process. 

Now what did I observe above all? I observed a great passion on 

the part of the peoples that we met and the leaders. Passion ! 

National identification of Independence. I found peoples every-

place who, while they wanted economic assistance and desperately 

needed an inflow of c apital ; not one did I find who was willing 

to trade off their i ndependence or their essential national 

integrity for economic assistance. And what a 'tlonderful st andard 

that was. I found the most uncomplaining people that I met in 

a n y of my visits and I have traveled a great deal. I found a 

people that ·;qere to be remembered by me at least for their 

good manners , for their friendship, for their openness . Very 

open - not subtle, not conniving, not in any ~u1y dece iving -

but v ery op en . Open in their frankness and c andor 1·rhere they 

thought we were wrong. 

thought we were right. 

And very op en and candid where they 

And when I returned I s aid just that. 

That we had learned a great d ea l and that we had met a char~ing 

group of people. That we had met peopl~ that had a great sense 

of nationalism ana yet with a respect for international respon-
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sibili ties. That we'd met p e ople "Ni t h good manners and good 

humor that could lauga at ther:1selves; and n o t only at their 

mistakes, but even at their ach ieveme nts. May I say that there 

are many achievements to be obs erved. I met people that were 

filled with an unquenchab-le desire for educat i on, which I think 

is the first sign of ma tur ity. As our great Thomas Jefferson 

said, 11 \Ve canno t be both ignorant and free, We have to make a 

choice." And th e y want an edu c ation . I met people that re a lized 

that t hey could not dictate, so to speak , the course of this 

world. Tha t t h ey coul d make their contribution to a better wo r ld 

by tak ing c r e of their o~n coun tries. I had p e ople ask me, our 

O>"Vn friends from the media and the press, ':·Then I re t u rned, 11 \Vhat 

did t h ey s a y ab out Vietnam? Hhat did they say ab o u t Ber l in? 

lvnat did they say about Latin Ar.1eri c a ? 11 I s ai d, "Very little." 

They talked to me ab out t heir countries . Not that they were 

disinterestea in the other p arts of t he world , but l ike our own 

first President , Ge o rge Washington , reminded us in our early days, 

"Con centrate your attention u p on the d evelo pment of this soci ety 

and o f this republi c .n And i n country a fter country , I found 

people who were really understanding of t he responsibilities of 

independence . People that knew t hat i ndependenc e d id not b ring 

with it a solut i on to all the problems that Colonialism h ad l eft . 

That independence brought with it the burdens of r esponsibility 

ahd leader s hip . 

I found something else. You,.'1.g p eople . Oh, so many young p e ople . 

And only re c ently I have been visiting with the leaders in our 
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government about these young people. Be c ause the young people 

a re not only the present, they a re the future . And 1·1e must orien 

everything that we say and do to the needs and the aspirations 

o f these young people. 

No1~ , QY friends, I speak to you as members o f the h~~an family. 

We have a great deal of work to do together. Nielsen tonight 

gave you some African proverbs . I am not just up to date on 

African p r overbs I am sorry to say. I ' m trying to keep up o n 

American proverbs and I am running short o f them to cover up 

all the troubles that 11e have today inVietnalil. If you th~nk 

you have troubles in Afri c a , c ome see me . We will mat c h you 

problem for problem and we will give you a little compound 

int erest . But I think there is an ol d proverb , o r should I 

say quo tati on from a great Ameri c an t ha t still stands good for 

all o f us. Those of us a ll that aspire to at l east a life o f 

p eac e, and a l ife of hope . At the time that we were trying to 

c reate this republic, in a c ity not too far from here, in 

Philadelphia , our philosopher o f t hat day was Benjamin Fran~lin. 

And when it loo;:ed l ike a ll was lost and everything wa s going to 

break apart, and there was no hope for anyone, Benja~in Franklin 

got up and said, "Gentlemen , we will either hang together o r we 'll 

hang separately." And I believe that this is a might good l esson 

for all nations today . We have come to l earn how to work out 

our problems together ; in dialogue and not diat ribe . In discussion 

and debate rather than in destruction and violence - or we ' re 

go ing to hang s eparately . 

I really urge upon e a ch and every one of us to have a great 

tolerance for one another. To be forgiving of our l imitations 
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and our mistakes. • And might I add , at times with a pat on the 

back, a word of acclamation and of good wishes for our achieve-

ments . I c an assure my friends from Africa t onight , and there 

are many here, that if I have done nothing else in my public 

life it is to bring back to the people of this country a message 

o f assurance, good will; of confidence from Africa . I was much 

impressed with what I sa.-.. Greatly moved by the depth of under-

s tanding of the leaders that I met. Deepl y concerned about the 

problems that are yet to be solved; and I am one of the few 

optimists left in this country. They have been withering away 

with every storm year after year; but I happ e n to believe that 

mankind has a desire to survive beyond the desire to destroy 

himself. And I an c onvinced t hat if we uill '\·;orlc together, _ 

having faith in each other, that there is no problen that c annot 

be solved or overco~e. And that's why I c ame here tonight to 

tell you I joined the hospitality o f the evening ; to tell you 

that there is a b ond among people that ties us together that 

is greater than any fo r c e that pulls us apart , if we will but 

let ito 

Thank you ve~y much . ( Applause) 
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rJl. Hu phr y ncl l ar lighted that Artb. r a d 

Wat ilde Kr · 

ll atltute would invite Ul to share t le ~venlng w~ them. 

Moet of you ere thia ~ve11lng ow iar more a \tt 

African eotlti e t. nd came back wa.th several ele r 

and trong im reaaloua. 

N edleaa to aay, we were grati i•d t the 9al"mth d 

enu1ae en ttaia• of OiU' welc. me v -r.yw :ere. 

exc ptio we ioun good wiU J.or o11r country. 

aetf-co.nfide ee e icuaDd .. e talked wit many lea.dera -- botb 

i government a.nd out•ide oi gover ent ..... a. we io ad the 

not at all pr4!oe~upl d with abat:ra..et dialectic. • but prlma.rlly ' 
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We a eo w iit firat-hand that yout ia tho= prevaiHn fact 

e knew hi• before we ft. But we w~r n&1·dly 

prepared for the reality of a CO!ltinent where 40 perce t of the 

popu.latiotl ie und r 16. T .. ia act au ty mnat eolo ou.r decl•io a 

and plana ia t 1e futare. 

What doea Africa e n to ua 1 mericana? 

1 doubt that a y American could viatt nine nati011a of. t e 

A rlcaa con inent, a. we id, without ret.ur iag home excited 

and .con(;erne.d about ~he iuturee o! young nation• world '" bard 

to lift themaelve& out of the <.olonial eriod and into f. new period 

of both independence a.nd ~agional coope.ration. 

1 kno at e in thi1 country aometimea wlah that the 

outside odd ..... and particuiarl.y oae !ar away 11 lac a aboat 

which .-e know littl -· would r away nd •top botberi g ua. 

But I believe hat w ae a tion, ~ d a a 'ndiv idual dtizena. 

ha e little choice in Africa.,. a.• deewhere, but to pl.ay an ~etlve 

and we.ll-~onceived role. Some 3ZO millio!l Aidcan peopl in 39 

nations cannot be ieft ao ely to ~ c are of f he f rn :r oloni 1 

power•. .. .,.or should they be -• e•pe~l&tly when they e•pera.tely 

wa!ll' OUJ' ftiend•tlil), support andhhelp. 



our soeiety - .:ad perba.~• moat of ~u privata buineea ...... 

mu t be wUling to. xpan.d their tfo2:te and ihftlJ' re• ncth 

On. our reto.rn from .Airka, l made a numb-e~ of 

conczetc propoaa.b to tba Prttaldent ~nd to o r gQvernmeut 

Iot- impt-ova nt of Af:rican·•mcria.n relatione. 1 won't go iftlo 

detail here thll evening. 

1 wiU • y t though? that I a.m not one of tho•e who 

boUev-ea the .Abica eoutlaent cau be written oii •• bei,ag ta 

~ fJi)mebodJ else'• •phe.r.- o£. lnll\1\\~. 11 o:r ot aucb l01W•pdo:rlly 

that i.t should 0. all b'" l no~ ed. 

If my mi&aion.a.ceompliah d ncthlc.g el•e, it cUd reault io 

the Vic Prealdent oft _ lJai ad Statea .... and othe.r key metnti•r• 

of Ul' gov•rcmant and private c.onunanity -- J&l i.ng a fil'•t•haad 

knowledge anu !eeU at.tou the people., place•. and tide~ of 

opin!Q ul Aidca. For tt• the .Da-tk Coatlll.ent i• now a little 

leu dark. 
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I w11l co!\Clud with nne i 1 o d; I thi 

under•rate t e importance of our ideab .... :rather tha our money 

or terial po•er ...... in the wodd roun,d ua. 

A !rica ia very uch a. lac4t where s lf-determinatian, 

:m jority rule, utiona.l independence nd the rlghte of r 

be u equivocably committed to oae ideala -- not only abroad., 

bu right her t hume. 

For if we ·o o practice what e pr eh ••• H we cannot 

make those lliinga a .reality in oul' own .rt.ch society . . . who elae 

ln the world can have ·aith ither l a• or in their ..-a cha.neea -
of aeh.ifninl:: hem? 

We r still a young c uatry. d the vitality ol our 

youth . . . tbe ciadty oi our pm:·po•e are ve 'f much needed in 

Africa aa ela where. 

So I guess my meaaa,ge ret y 1ucn. add.a p to aaki g you 

to cont'nue w t you have already b un ... that ia. the buildi 

of our healthy 11d c:onatr ctive l'elationahlp itb. people• who 
( 

wa t very much the eame thinga we o. 
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rica frienda who re with ua, may I dEl 

this: A-thou h W¢ nay not have all o nawe • . . . lthough 

e our share of mistakes, we o abare yo r api.rationa -
and your hopei. Workin together. I hope we n\&y ne day cbleve 

them. 

f I 
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I ap1. delighted that Arthur and Mathilde Needless to say, we were gratified at the warmth and 

- - I 

Krirn and our friends at the African-American. Institute would invite genuine enthusiasm of our welcome everywhere. Without 

us to share this evening with them. exception we found good will for our country. 

4 

Most of you here this evening know far more about Africa than 
We were struck, too, by the healthy nationalism and self-

confidence we found. We talked with many leaders -- both in 

we do. In our two-week visit, we were, however, able to get a 

government and outside of government -- and we found them not 

good feeling of the diversity and energy of the African continent. 

And we carne back with several clear and strong impressions. 
at all preoccupied with abstract dialectic, but primarily interested 

in the hard, day-to-day work of building their countries. 

4 I #'- ..... 
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We also saw at first-hand that youth is the prevailing fact of 

Africa. We knew this before we left. But we were hardly prepared 

for the reality of a continent where 40 percent of the population is 

under 16. This fact surely must color our decisions and plans in 

the future. 

What does Africa mean to us as Americans? 

I doubt that any American could visit nine nations of the 

African continent, as we did, without returning horne excited and 

concerned about the futures of young nations working hard to lift 

themselves out of the colonial period and into a new period of 

both independence and regional cooperation. 

7 
I 
I • 

B 

- ---- - - --------

I know that we in this country sometimes wish that the 

outside world __ and particularly those far away places about which 

ld away a nd stop bothering us. we know little -- wou go 

But I believe that we as a nation, and as individual citizens, 

f · as elsewhere, but to play an active have little choice in A nca, 

and well-conceived role. 

Some 320 million African people in 39 nations cannot be left solely 

to the care of the former colonial powers. Nor should they be--

especially when they desperately want our friendship, support 

and. help. 

By this, I don't simply mean that Africa needs more 

foreign aid -- although it does. 
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I mean that all sectors of our society -- and perhaps most of all If my mission accomplished nothing else, it did result in 

private business -- must be willing to expand their efforts and the Vice President of the United States -- and other key members of 

their presence. our government and private community -- gaining a first-hand 

On our return from Africa, I made a number of concrete knowledge and feeling about the people, places, and tides of opinion 

proposals to the President and to our government for improvement in Africa. 

id 

of African-American relations. I won't go into detail here 
For us the Dark Continent is now a little less dark. 

this evening. 
I will conclude with one final word: I think we sometimes 

I will say, though, that I am not one of those who believes 
under- rate the importance of our ideals -- rather than our money 

the Africa continent can be written off as being in "some body else 1 s 
or material power -- in the world around us. 

sphere of influence, 11 or of such low-priority that it should be all 

but ignored. 
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Africa is· very much a place where self-determination, 

majority rule, national independence and the rights of man are 
We are still a young country. And the vitality of our 

youth · · · the clarity of our purpose are very much needed m clear and present issues. 

Africa as elsewhere. That is all the more reason I believe we Americans must be 

unequivocaHy committed to those ideals-- not only abroad, . but 

right here at home. 

14 16 

For if we do not practice what we preach ... if we So I guess my message pretty much adds up to asking you 

carinot make those things a reality in our own rich society to continue what you have already begun-- that is, the building -
who else in the world can have faith either in us or in their own of our healthy and constructive relationship with peoples who 

chances of achieving them? want very much the same things we do. 
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To those African friends who are with us, may I add 

this: Although we may not have all the answers ... although we 

·. 

may make our share of mistakes, we do share your aspirations 

and your hopes. Working together, I hope we may one day 

achieve them. 
# # # 
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