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MR. ROD MACLEISH: This 1is
Rod MaceLeilsh in Philedelphia.

One senses that the United States
stands a% & precipltous momenﬁ in its history with
the cities in conflict and national tensiomns at
hecme apd ocuflict abroad.

Tonight my colleagues and T will
be disoussing these worid and nailonal problems
with the Vice-President of the Unlted States.

Mr. Humphrey has agreed to come
before us, and we will have a couplately free

and unsceripted discussion on many things that
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seem to be troubling, preoccupying, and disturbing
Americans, both at home and abroad. There are no
pre-planned questions; no agenda has been worked
out for this, oﬁr conversatlon with the Vige-
Preaildent.

My colleagues engaged with me 1n
this endeavor will be Carl Rowan, Group W commentator,
nationally-syndicated columniet, and former
Ambasgador to Finland, and Sid Davis, the Group W
Whitehouse correspondent.

Carl, I belleve we will begin with
you.

MR. ROWAN: Mr. Vice-President,
you have been in your office now for three years
gserving under Praesident Lyndon Johnson. Have you
ever wished that you had never woved from the
Senate?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I suppose
every man has a few questione every once in a whille
that, he does not always counvey the aunswers to even
to his most intimate friends.

I don't belleve I have really



regreted making the decilsion to leave the Senate.

I can tell you that when it
appeared that there might be a possibllity that
I would be on the ticket wlith President Johnson
in the 1964 convention, just prior to that convention,
when there was some talk about my belng on the
ticket, I gave very serious thought as to whether
this was a declsion I wanted to make. I had beeu
Ma jority whip in the Senate, which is a very, very
interesting and somewhat responslble and lmportant
position in the Senate structure., I had Just
finished handling our leglslation in the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, I had been in the thick of
all the Congressional debate, and I liked it.
I think that you know, &8 an old acqualntance and
friend of mine, that I liked 1t very much.

But then I thought of what would
be the possibility of public service as a
Vice-President, and I thought those poassibilities
were big enough and sufflcisntly attractive for me
to want to be Vlice-President.

MR. ROWAN: Have you found the

opportunity to advance during your three years



of what you consider your privilege of rendering
service to be bigger than the burden the Job
puts on you?

THE VICE~PRESIDENT: Yes. This,
of course, has to do with what I was saying about
becomling Vice~President and what 1t has meant.

This is a very different office.
I Baid one time to you before, Carl, that 1%t's an
awkward offlce.

Its description in the Constltution
is so miniwmal that I hesltate even to mention 1%t.
That 1s the responsibility I have of presiding
over the Senate and the authority of casting a
vote 1in case of & tle in the Senate. You are,
of course, Vice-President, there in case any tragedy
befalls the President of the Unilted Btates. But that
is the soope of the authority and the scope of the
position of the Vice-President.

But I have found, for example,
that 1t glves you a wondsrful opportunity to know
what different proceedings are all about -- the
budget process, the decislon-making process, which

is so vitel. I have tried to learn that just in



case 1 was needed.

The Visce~-Presidency does not lend
itself to headline-making. You are not the front
man; you are number two. You must remember that
there is only one president at a time. Yet you
are a member of the Presidential Cabinet, and you
have a chance to speak out in the counclls of the
government, to know the working of the inside of
the government.

I belleve that I have sald to you
before, Carl, that I would rather have five mlnutes
with the President in his office than to have two
hours out or in front of the Whitehouse all wesk
walking up and down tryiug to get in. I am part
of the official famlly.

MR. MACLEISH: What about the
problem of submerging your own political views
to those of the President? This ls one thiling that
has cauvsed some questlon in your ouwn capaclty,
belng recognized as onse of the grealer modern
liberals. It was cousldered by some that you were

more lilberal and the present Presldent more



conservative. What about this problem?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: When we were
in the Senate, there is not any doubt that the
pPresident, during his term in the Senate, had
different views on matters than the Senator from
Minnesota, Hubert Humphrey.

But we are both now in natlonal
offices. And I say to my liberal friends that ir
any liberal has ever served in the presidency with
a more liberal and progressive record than
Lyndon Johuson, then you have 2 knowledge of
history that is surely not mine. All of the things
that I had fought for as a senator have comse into
being, not merely as promlses but as achievements,
and those things have occurred under the Administration
of Lyndon Johnson.

T have hed no difficulty with respect
to my political views and those of the President.
The President has taken a stand in the fleld of
civil rights where I have long been an advocate,

e stand that 1s as strong as or even stronger than
any that I have ever takemn.

MR. MACLEISH: Would there be



anything that you could do about it 17 you
differed with the Presldent, you as Vice-President?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Yes. If you
disagree on a& moral lssue, on the basls of a woral
issue or on the basls of s principle, your course
of conduct is "hush your tongue.” so Lo speak, and
pot try loudly to advecate the course of the
Administration. I can tell you that my sense of
political integrity would compal me to do 8C.

T have noysupported the Joansor
Aduinistration bécauae I thought It was the right
thing to do politically. I have sup poried the
Presideni and hls Administration because I hhoughl
he was doing the right thing. That 18 why I have
veen able to throw myself into 1t the way I have .
I thirk it is generally conceded that [ have re&lly
worked at 1t. Whether effectlvely or rot 1s always
open to debarne. Bub when I did =o, 1 was tryinrg to
do so because that was what I warted Lo do,

That 1g the yeaacwy why ~- 1 come
pack agaln ~-- I like my work. it isp't as if I
were doing something contrary to my nature or woll-

being. I find that I can do what I want to do;



I am able to work ipn matters behind the scenes,
or I ocan work in the programs or deliver our
messages to the American people, that is, my input
of ideas and conviotions. I am wob always in the
front line; I am not always making headlines; but
T have a warm, friendly relationship with the
President. I do not bother him unless he wishes
I should come to visit, but we have an exchange of
views, and I always know that I can talk to him,
MR. DAVIS: On the subject of
your personal relationship with the President,
are you able to see him whenever you want to see him?
Do you feel that you can be deeply involved in every-
thing going on?
THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Anytime I wish
to see the President, I have no problem whatsoever.
As a matter of fact, he made 1t
clear at the first Cabinet meeting that any tlwme
the Vice~President wanted to see the President, that
was the way it was. Nobt only that, but any time the
Vice-President wished to see & member of the Cabinet,
the Cabinet member was supposed to be avallable to

the Vice-President. Qur relationship not only on an



official level but on a personal basis 1s warm.
We are warm friends and have been for a long time.
Besides this, our family relationships are very,
very good.

MR. MACLEISH: Back to the matter
of the interpretation of any of the disagreements
of your point of view with the Johnson Administration,
incidentally, that causes us to come to the question
of Viet Nam. A great wmany of your former liberal
colleagues are not supporters of the Presldent's
program or political views, as was demonstrated
by the Americans for Democratic Actlon, of which
you were & founding member, which has just split
itself in two over the question of the support of
President Johnson. What about Viet Nam? Do you
think that those liberal views of yours are sometlmes
squashed & bit when you view the puzzling predlcament
going on in Southeast Asia?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I have been
able to work and most of my life -- all of my
adult 1life -- has been dedlcated to the pursuit of
peace. My politlcel reputation, if I wmay speak of

it in that respect, has besn one of working for the
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Nuclear Disarmament Treaty, one of the authors

of the Food for Peace Act, sponsor of the United
States Disarmament Agency, & person who has been
deeply involved in the work of the United Natlons,
and I am a former delegate to the United Nations.
I am & peace man.

But I don't believe that peace 18
attained by blinking our eyes at aggressiocn,
subversion, and intimldation. I don't think that
that is the work of peace. O0f course, I am a
product of the post-World War II period and the
pre-war. I belleve that those levels of activity
are still valld even though conditions are, of
course, very different. This 1s a different world
than the world of 1939, a very different world from
the world of 1945 or 1950, but there are certain
verities, I believe, that will stand the test of
time. Aggresslon does not lend itself to a solutlon
or easement by Just feeding the aggressor, letting
him have a little more and a little more. The
aggraessor knows no limitation to his appetlite nor
to his aggresslon.

T also belisve in the necesslty of
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international involvement on the parxt of our
country. We are & world leader. This came
about somewhat unwittingly. We did not plan on
being & world leader. There is not any doubt about
it. The greater ome is, the more responsibility
he must accept, which is true of nations and
individuals. With respousibllitles sometimes come
burdens, pailn, and agony, which takes us back to
your inquiry about Southeast Asla.

We organized the Americans for
Democratic Action to involve the American liberal
Democratic community 1in international affairs,
Involvement was vital; 1t was necessary that they
partlicipate in international affairs if our
International responsibllity was to be met.

I must say I am a little bit
concerned about what ADA did because I think 1t
turned 1its back from what I consider is responsibility
in international leadsership.

MR. ROWAN: ¥You have been preaching
to us about this for three yesars. Do you think

that you are really selling the American people?
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Some people think that as the months go by

the Administration loses a few more liberals,

a few more so-called moderates, in this case.

Do you think you are in for deeper trouble before
the fall elections?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I dom't think
that that is a real problem or question.

I think the question I have to
face 1s: Is what we are doing, as an Administration,
is what I am doing, as an individual, what I belleve
to be really the right thing to do?

I belleve that when people elect
a Presldent and a Vice~Preslident, they expect them
to follow the dictates of thelr own consclences,
they expect them to be knowledgeable, and they
expect them to be as concernsed with the 1life of
this natlon and its responsibilities and hopes and
asplrations as any person who has ever lived.

In other words, they expect us to make decisions.

For instance, I1f you are going to
try to be popular, you are really in the wrong

business 1f you are in a position of political
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relationship. If you expect people always to
agree with you and not to have to take the furor
at times of the public, you are in the wrong
business,

Harry Truman once said, "If you
can't take the heat, get out of the kitchen."

I like to be 1in the kitchen.

MR. MACLEISH: In that context, there
are many people, at least some psople, who think
of Lyndon Johnson as belng quite a political animal,
putting politlics first, you might say.

In the casse of Vliet Nam, are you
saying that you think that he would rather be right
than President?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Yes. I do.

I think that President Johnson 1s a man very deeply
committed on matters of international and domestiec
policy. As a matter of fact, 1f the President has
problems today -- and he has a few, as he would be
the first to admit =-- 1t is because of hils courage
in taking a stand on two of the great issues of our
time: First, the right of equal opportunity for

every person, regardless of creed or color. No



President has ever taken as firm a stand on the
matter of participation in American life of all
people of all classes and categories, and not only
has he taken that stand, but he has implemented
it. He has fulfilled the responsibllities of his
leadership by programmed policy and administrative
decision. He has lost friends with 1it. There 1ls
no question about it.

As to the second great question,
on the internatiomal fromnt, he faced the tough
decision as to whether we were going to live up
to our commitmenta, to live with our treatlies when
the sun 1s shining belng one thing, but whether we
were to live with them when the storm clouds
gathered. This President has realized that, as a
result of our great power, the people of the world
depend, in large measure, upon the integrity of the
American contract and the American commitment.

It is not easy to take such a
gtand. I know of no man who wants peace any more
than Presldent Johnson.

MR. ROWAN: It has also been charged
that this action has led to the neglect of hls

concern for civil rights and so forth, that he 1s
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spending all of the country's wmoney in Southeast
Asia instead of on our domestlc problems.

THE VICE~PRESIDENT: I wmust say,
first, that my initial reaction 1s that that is
not true, and it is not true. The record speaks
for 1tself. There has been no perlod in the history
of this eountry in which there has been as much done
in such & short period of time concerning the welfare
of the public as under the present Administration.
There has been, for example, wmore Federal ald to
education ip the last few years than in the preceding
two hundred. Therse has been more bullding of houses
for senior citizens in the last four years than since
the beginning of this country. Look at the programs
for the elderly, for instance, the medlcal care,
the Mediocare, care for the elderly. Look at what
has been happening throughout the country in terms
of our youth and children -- Head Start, chlld
nutrition, child health. These things are substantlal,
belleve us.

My wife and I are very interested
in the field of mental retardation. For the first

time this Government hss come to grips with this
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problem under the Administrations of President
Kennedy and President Johnson,

This Administration has been
origntated towards the need of pecple. When I
think along these 1lines of the large, urban centers,
I aw reminded of my good friend, the present mayor
of Minneapolils, who was my secr%tary when I was
mayor. I think of Mayor Natinl’ﬁs one of the
good, talented mayors of that City. As 1s true
of all good friends, we do not alwvays egree.

But recently we were talking, and
I said, "Art, when T was mayor of Minneapolis and
Jou were my secretary, we never heard from the
Federal Government, and yet we had poor people,
and yet we had urban blight, and yet we had all of
these problems. It wasp't 988y. We never heard of
the Model Cities Program; we never heard of the
Urban Program,"

Now, when you ask me in thess terms,
"Are we doing enocugh?" T must anever, "No."

But if you say, "More than anybody
else ever d1d?" then the snswer 1s, "Yes.®

MR, ROWAN: Aren't you afraid that

we are golng to have to cut back?
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THE VICE-PRESIDENT: No. Thils
country is a very rich and powerful country.
The people in Amwerica have no laok of means, bub
they need only to will it to be.

MR. MACLEISH: I want to go back
to the Viet Nam orisis. Now, for months this
Administration has been telling us that there 1is
1light at the end of the tunnel, but in the past
few weeks we have sustained drastic attacks, and
certainly Viet Nam is now braced for a second
series of offenses at Kanian, as we all know.
what is your deepest, inner feeling about Ho Chli Minh?
Do you think that he wants to negotiate before the
November elections, or do you think that we are
going to hsave & much longer war than we had antloipated?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I don‘t think
you can tell. I do not try to be a prophet but an
interpreter of events as I sse them. I really do
not thilnk anypody knows.

I believe that the fact that so many
have tried to predict these events ls part of the
problem of confusion in America. After all;, no one

knew when the Berlin Air Lift was started when 1t
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would end. Nobody had the gslightest idea. It
Just went one day.

Now, 1t is my view that while we
are golng through a very difficult period now in
Viet Naw, the odds are on the side of the Allies
1f we stay with it. What the Communists seek
to do and what North Viet Nam seeks to do more
than anything else is to strike a psychologlcsal
blow, not in Viet Nam, but in America. Remember,
Ho Chi Minh sald repeatedly that this war will be
won 1in America, Just as the a;zid War was won 1in
Paris. He believes it. We must understand that
he believes 1t.

I belleve that the recent wave of
discontent and uncertainty in Awerica is the only
victory Ho Chi Minh has had since America became
fully involved in the struggle.

MR. MACLEISH: You view this as
a8 pgychologilocal victory?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I am saying
that 1t could be a psychological victory for

Ho Chi Minh to have such effect in America.
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We must reverse it. This is a great country.

We ought not to stand in fear and trepidation of
what appear to be temporary setbacks. Remember
the Battle of the Bulge, although that is not
necessarily comparable. But Mr. Hitler put on

& tremendous offensive in the winter of 1944, -

I believe it was, and 1t looked like they were
passing us, but it was not so. Japan did the same
thing; North Korea did exactly the same thing in
1952 in Korea.

I don't think one can predict
exactly when the end will come 1In this terrible
struggle, on the one hand. But I know this: It
will come a little sofner 1f we buckle down to
the task and understand that this is an important
development for the security of the Unlted States
and the free world,

MR, DAVIS: Are you going to
supply -- the figure is estimated at an additlional
two hundred and fifty thousand -- General Westmoreland
the additional troops he says are needed?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: This 1s &
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question that the Vice-President of the Unlted
States oannot answer. I have not had a chance to
visit with the President on this matter in recent
days., I can only point out to you that there

is no desire on the part of the Presldent or

on the part of the Vice-President to send a single
man who is not needed in Viet Nam there for any
purpose.

I do want to say that there has
been & lot of conjscture and a lot of talk aboub
how many we are golng to send and how many are
needed and so on, but that sort of talk does mnot
particularly appear to help the situation. I want
every American to know that no man I have ever
known or you will ever know has a greater stake
in this matter than the President of the United
States. If peace came in Viet Nam in the next
few months, his political future would be assured
beyond any doubt. If peace would come, his place
in history would be assured. The Presldent 1s
vitally interested in psace,but he is also

interested in the protection of the men who are
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there. I think that the American people will

have to understand thie, though: Even it takes

a few more to protect what we have there, these

are the lives of the people of America, American

people, but no one is willing to sacrifice the

lives of American people, more American soldiers,

more forces in Viet Nam, thap are needed for the

single purpose of seeing that aggression is stopped.
MR. MACLEISH: Goimng back, for the

moment, to talking about the need natiomally of

getting the American pecople behlind the policy of

the administration and not meeting with & psychological

defeat, perhaps there i1s a great deal of discomtent

in this country for one reason: the American people

thiok that they are being excluded from the realitlies

of the situstion. As Sid Dsvis said, there have been

pumerous psople debating these %things particularly

in the last four weeks, while the Whitehouse informs

us that there has been & series of victories for our

side, blows are being struck agalnat us, as revealed

by our own figures, such a&s six hundred and seventy

thousand new refugees, thirty-nine thousand homes

destroyed, thousands of civilian casuelties.
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Does the Administretion sometimes think that the
American people cannot take a clear, direct talk
about Viet Nam, the real truth about the situation,
rather then giving out these fond suphsmisms and
statements?

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Lot me
mention for & moment that this is the first war
in history in which there has been n¢ censorship.
When you say that the American people do not have
the facts, 1t is my polnt of view that they have so
many facts that they don't know what to do with them.
There is a glut of facts or opinions or obszervations,

This 1s the first war in history
ever shown on television, not even in the movies,
but right where the blood comes into the 1llving
room in color. You see svery iittle action. As to
the interpretation of the facts, I think the
correspondents have tried to do a good job, but
each one sees things a little differently.

The other evening my wife and I
went to a symphony with five people. We came home
and discussed what we had heard. No one heard

the same musie.



You know that 17 Sep people
go to the art gallery and look at the sawe palinbings,
vhy, 21l ten have seen something different io Lhe
art pleces. When you think of tho bundreds of
representatives of the press in Viet Mem, you
must remember that they all have thelr eyea and
minds focused on particular devolopmeonts and see
things differently, and yet 1t I8 recopded evaery
hour on the hour three hundred and sixty-five days
a year.

Think back to World War IT and
Just iwagine how wuch confusion would have been
caused 1p this sountry if every mistake had been
reported, if every time an American airplane bombed
& cilvilian population had beepn reported, anpd lwegine
what Awmerisce would have looked Jike if we had known
that the olty of Dresden, an opcn ¢ily, had been
levelaed to the ground by Amerigen airplanes, 1f we
had known that on Itallian beaches we cut off supplies
from our own people, that the commeand orders “ore
mistaken and never got through. Ware are not

exact, effloient, business-like operaticns. They



repregsent the wost severe, the worst of man's
violence, frought with frequsnt terrible mistakss.
It has been always thus.

As & matter of fact, this is the
first war ever in open display to the Awmerican
public. X want to say thet I think thet if gvecrybody
in the world could see what we sese, if this iubse,
the television, could have an universal acceptance
free and olear throughout the world, thet would be
the end of the war.

But this is not 80 ir the Communist
syastem. Imagine what Gosdels could have dope with
television.

Imagine vwhat it means today for the
President of the United States mnot only to have %o
face up to the realities of the struggle but %o
have to face every bit of eross-current of opniniop
that comes from here and therse.

Ne. I really don*t thionk this is
such a big problem.

MR. ROWAN: But, Mr. Vice-Prasident,



while you are wanting people to buckle down, you
do not seem to be able to get the Congrees to buckle
dovn. As has been seen in the Senate Foreign
Relations Committes, wost or many of the members say
that they were misled right from Tonkin Gulf
right on up to the present day. Hov can the American
people buckle down when even the men who are
supposed to be clopest to the President, talking
to him, say that evenm they suffer from the
credlbility gap?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Carl, the
"oredibility gep” is a handy catch phase, but the
waln thing about the credibllity gap is that it
laoks credibility. It does no® really relaie %o
the problem. There are slway2 different vieds
uader various circumstances. What can I pradioct
about vhat will happen at the end of the wsaek
in Minneapolis, Philadelphia, or Washington?
I don't have the powers of prophesy. What I have
to do, I think, is obvlous, namely, predict, %o
be sure, but cbviously I may be far wroung. PFor

instance, we frequently see thse Government making



predictions on orops, only they don‘t always
work out that way. We wmake prsedioctions on the
gross national product, but thegy do not on#u--f
vork out that way. The great corporations of
Awmerilca predict sales, but they do not always
work out that way. But you dom't gsay that
that 18 due to & credibllity gap but to extenuating
circumstances.

How, let me make 1t clear that
I didu‘t say that the American people are unwilling
to buckle down. The problem, after all, isn't
as much in the buckling down of these vwho have
suffered, those ivn thie world who have done wore
than any person should be called upor %o do,
regardless. It has not been with this group that
there has been dissatisfaction.

MR. ROWAN: All right.

THE VICE-PRESIDERT: But 1% bas
been my observation that the vast majority of
the American people have bpot suffered at all.

The dissatisfaction has not gome from the peopla who
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have suffered and made sacrifices, the sonme

five hundred thousand men out there and their
loved omes back here, who suffer great agonies.
The protests, generally from pecple subjected

to little in the way of suffering, people not

sub jeat to the draft, people getting special
exemptions, people who frequently have had the
best education. They are the people who are doing
most of the protesting.

MR. MACLEISH: Why do you think
they do 1it?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I think I need
to ask you, Rod, why you think they do it.

One cannot help puwzzling: Why i
it that the family that gives its son, has had the
lives of its sons lost, do not complain, but somebody
vho has given nothing, in fact, has had tvo tax
decreases in the last four or five years, will say,
"It's just too much for me"?

I am not ignoring cowmpassion; I

know people have sensibilities, end so do I. PRut I
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get letters from the heartsiock, the pained, and
the anguished, and I get letters, such as one from
& wother who saw her boy wounded in Viet Nam as she
vatohed on her television im the front room -~ and
I have had that happen to me -- and I have gotiten
a letter from a mother who has seen her boy draped
over a tank as she watohed on television -- and T
will say to you that that person has suffered rsal
suffering, real anguish.
MR, MACLEISH: Do you think that we
will undergo a somevwhat changing role in Vist Ham?
THE VICE-PRESIDENT: HNo. I think
America wust keep up the respomsibilities of world
power and world leadership. I think that we have to
stand committed. I think that the real danger would
be ipn Amsrica's withdrawing from the rgaponslible
role of fulfllling its dubtles in a troubled world.
MR. MACLEISH: What is our role
in the world, as you see it, Mr. Vics-President?
THE VICE-PRESIDENTY: I %hink onx

role 1s to try to prowote conditions leading %0 a
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Just and enduring peace. The highest standard of
statesmanship today is the pursuit of peace.

I am reminded of vhat the late
President Jack Kennedy said, I believe at
American University in 1962, when he reminded the
people that their lives would not be passive but
active, when he reminded ys that one’s saarifice for
peace may be the ultimate sacrifice, vhen he seid
to us that the price of freedom does not come cheaply
and that this generation will live in trouble and
danger and peril for sll its lifetime. This 1is
what we are reslly up against. I think that ¥e,
&8 a people, are going through a very, very dedicated
sometimes palnful process, providing more and more
asslistance for other peoples, Food for Peace,
foreign eld -~ and some peoples taik wmost about peacs
and want to cut out the heart of the foreign aild
program ~- and I think that the peaseful promotion
of forelign trade, which T beliave lsad to mutuel
alliances such &s NATO, and I alsc think thst vhese
are the times when the American people muest stend up
against those who would commit acts of oriminsl

aggresslon around the world, just &s they do in the
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clties’ streets throughout the country.

What kind of & world do you think
it would be today if Mr. Truman had backed away
from Iran, if Mr. Truman had not had the courage
to stand up to the Communist penetration of Greece
and Turkey? What kind of a world do you think it
would be today without NATO and all of the wmeasures
that bave been taken, without facing up to the
Cuban missle orisis, the war in Korea, all of these
steps tovard peace? The world is a better place
because these actions were taken when they were
needed.

MR. DAVIS: What do you have to
say about the problem of peace in the big citiles
this summer? That is a very serious problem we
have faclng us now.

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: This 15 &
question of ferment. This is the first thing you
bhave to understand.

I think it was D'Tocqueville,
the great Prench sociologist of the early ninetesnth
century, who said to us that Ak!!aab that seem
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inevitable are tolerable, but once they seem to

be subjest to correction, then they become
intolerable. In other words, thus it is with the
civil rights exponents today, and wost of our
cities today have hundreds of thousands of people
who have for years and years been deprived,
disadvantaged, and now for them for the first tiwme
there 1s a ray of hope. It is difficult, and 1%

i1s terrible, and there lie the sources of violence.

In some societies you could justify
violence, societies where there are no demosratiic
processees for the redress of grievances, but in
the:" American society there is redress of
grievances through the political process and other
processees in a democratic manmer. That is why
I believe that we have to have lav and order in
our cities aas we pursue the development of our
cities,

MR, DAVIS: What do you have to
say about the forthcowing prospests as to civil
rights and the fair housing subject?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I vill predict --



I had better think again, for I have said that I
am not going to be & prophet -- but I will go this
far; I believe “tn the leadership in the Senate
from Mansfield and now from Senator Dirksen,
vorking with my &@e colleagues on both sides of
the alsie, that they will be able to bring forth
& good c¢ivil rights program, with improved protesction
for oivil rights workers, improvements in our
Jury systew, strengthening of the ecivil righ%s code,
development of a program of guaranteed open hcuaing.
It way not go all the way, but it will maks &
breakthrough and & very substantial one.

MR. ROWAN: Do you think Senator
Dirksen will go a substantial part of the way on this
program?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Well, Carl,
you know thils Senate, you amd I. Senator Dirksen
1s an astute parlimentarian and a very able
legislator. We have our disagreements politicalily.
I guess everyboedy knows that. I am of ihe opinion
that the Senator realizes the great ilmportance of

this legislation. Freedom of movement is a part of
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democracy, the right of people to live where they
vish within their means being a basic right within
this country. To the extent that this 1s not true,
this is an intolsrable inequity. I think that the
Senator realizes that this very definitely has %o

be developed. With respect to the Cilvil Rights

Act of 1964, he was one of the major forces in mgkizg-
possible this leglslation in 1964, T think that

he has been very helpful im this particular development,
vhich I thimk is a very vital plece of civil rights
legislation.

MR. ROWAN: fThere are people in the
country who equate your support of civil rights
legislation with support of rioting in the streets.
Does that bother you?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: They are wrong.
Of course, when anyhody falsely accuses you, it
bothers you.

But riotimg is not limited to any one
ethnic group. I would hope that all Americans
would take a good look at their history. We had
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rioting conditions in America long before anybody
ever heard about cilvil rights legislation., As I
understand, the wost apt to be hurt, of course,
are the Negro families living szwmomng these existing
dangers. We know that.

But I have just read & survey,
incidentally, in the Fortune Magezine on what the
Negro and the Negro fawily wewts. I ¥ill tell you
vhat they want: They want the sams thing that
the rest of the American pesople want -- they
vant the law enforced; they want the epportunity
for auwple education; they want adequate medical
care; they vweat a clean community; they want a
vholesome enviroenment. They want every single
think Hubert Humphvey wanbs; they want sverything
Carl Rowan wants; they want everything Rod MesLeish
wvants; they want everythipg 8id Davis wants.

We are all alike in this consideration basically.
Unfortunately, these disadvantaged pecple all too
oftenr live im the wnelghborhoods that bear the brunt
of these clvil disturbences. They are not ¥rong 1in

advocating cilvil rights legislation as & right, not
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a privilege. They have every right to want to
be first-class citizens with all Ameriocan people.

I think this opsn housing leglslation
vill have sowe mpecific effect, but if anybody says
that if we pass this open housing legislation, it
will prevent riots, the amswer to that is that
that person 1s wrong. I cap say only this: If we
don't, it surely won't help comditions. Besides
that, you ought te do it because it is the right
thing to do.

I can't zay that 1f we get every
hard-core unemployed & good job at good pay thaere
Will be no more violence in our cities. AS &
watter of faot, Detroit had violence. sand there
vere wany good-paying Jjobs. But I do say this:
that a man who vants to work and hes the capacity
to work ought to have & chance to work. We cught
all to know, however, that the violence and riots
¥ill not necessarily all be gone with smploymsnd
adequacy im our mociety, but if ve do nmot have it
I belleve our work will be lost.

I don't condone violences I don‘'t

think it helps anmybody; it sets back the cause of
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soclety, in my judgment. But, by the same token,
88 long a8 we have thase inequities, as long as

ve do not make our education system mors Just, for
instance, ard &s long as we have these inequities,
Ve will continue to have problems.

MR. MACLEISH: Tweunty years ago when
I was & young reporter and you were anm even vounger
politician, I remember when you wers ove of the
young Demoorats who ran through ore of the great
civil rights planks --

MR. RQWAN: Right in this cliy.

MR. MACLEISH: ~-- that's right --
at Convention Hall.

MR. ROWAN: Yes.

MR, MACLEISH: You vere ong of the
white radicals 1m those days. How ¥s have bleck
radicals. Do you think thai we will be able to get
the white and the black radicale bacl: together,
working for the sawme constructive things, aso to
speak, instead of the isolated radicul blaek podesr
ip the cities?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: The word “"radioal”
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is always subject to interpretation. And just by
vay of history, im 1948, what happened then looks
wost conservative mow. I look back at this and
wonder hov avybody got excited about it. When I
read it over agein, I say to wmyself, "My goodness,
how oould that precipitate amy group walking out
of the counventlon?”

And that leads me to comment again
that T have never sseep these walkouts as very helpful
in dealing vith problems. But Mr. Truman went on,
after the Dixicrats walked out, and won the elgotion.
The Democratic party took a stand on principle, and
although it took sixteen years to accomplish most
of the support of principle then advocated, yot ve
were on the right way.

Now there are groups who call
themselves militiuﬂs; Now, there 1is nothing wrong
vith being militant aa long as you a&re non-violent
in being militant. You can be & strong wilitant;
you can advocate democratic wllitant acticn;y you
oah even be & militant advocate. Anybody has the
right to exercise freedom of spesch. I believe

people ought to be able to spesk and be heard.



I don't believe that they should alvays be taken
seriously, but they ought to have the right to
be heard. But I do not believse that you have
& right to incite to violence. I do not thimk
that you ought to inoite aots of violence by your
behavior, and I surely do not believe you promote
the cause of society or Justice by eriminal acts.

MR. MACLEISH: ‘Phese things
obviously are of importance -- and I realige that
the militant black element may be im the great
minority ~-- but they bave attracted the attention
of many Awericsms. Isn't thers fome way to harness
that voltage of that militant emerging power into
some kind of dewmocratic co-operative endeavor with
equally militant vhite people wanting the saume
things for Negroes that the Negro militants want
or if they do mot vant, should vant? You have
been adamant ovu the side of Negro rights, to
bring this back to you,

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Yes. I think
that a number of our Hegro citizens, the blagk

people, feel that they need to win their own
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self-respect, feel that they need to win their

ovn dignity so that they can be regarded as equal
partoers in the struggle for full and complete
American citizenship. I think that there iz a
certain amount of truth to that, that some have falt
beaten down over a long period of time, that they
need to win self-respect, self-esteem, &nd all of
these are honorable attributes.

I am not particularly worried about
that, militant advocasy of & good, positive program,
a militant advoocacy of cleaning out the 8lums, a
militant advocasy for public hospitals and proper
medical treatment, & militant advocacy for Negro
partnerships in business, a militant advocacy for
falr insurance rates, a militant advocacy for an
equal place in trade and coumerce. That kipd of
militency this country despirately needs. It is
receiving a very friendly receptiom. The business
community in America is not what it once was.

One of the great changes that has taken place in
Awmerica, I think, has happemed in the ranks of

wWhat we used to call the "captains of industry,”



40

the business community, the great, urban m

headed by Rockefeller, by Randolph, and others,

the labor movement in the Negro community, the
changes in the corporate structure in the wvhite
comnunity, all represent the conssience of
Awmerica. America today 1s much more receptive

to vhat is right. As & matter of feot, people
ought to knov more about this change ir the
American business community, for instanoce,

Mr. Miller of the Ford Motor Company. among others,
edvocating the negative income tax.

MR. MACLEISH: What about that?
Do you thinmk that we will go on and come to thes
guaranteed annual wage?

THE VICE~-PRESIDENT: These are
matters that are being disoussed. I do not expect
all of them to teke place imwmediately.

Iet me put 1t this vay: All the
subtitles and titles need to be discussed in tarms
of looking at their wmeaning, their impact, vhat
kind of procedure would the impact take overall.

I don't think we know right now. But this is the
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Awmerican exchange of ideas, brimging out the
soclal ferwent, and ideas that necessarily have
cbanged society frow & rurel o an industrial
Awmericen society in which the sesond-class
citizen is passing from the scane 80 that
Averican will have only ona kind of citigen.

You knew, I bave compared the
sltuation we face today with ar sirplane ride.
We all fly & great deal, wuch of the fime. But
each time that I get on an airplane, I talk to the
pilot as to the weather. It is like Linas with his
blanket. I always check and ask what the weather
is golong to be.

Froequently the pilot will 88y,
"We are going through a little peried of turbilence,
oowing out of a lovw pressure system into & high."

Look at the television show
moruing, noon, and night, ard see ths @waps. What
does it mean? It says that when you come out of
one weather asystem and go into another, there is
& period in there inm which you need a good pilos,
in which you need & good structure, iv which you

need a good plame, im which you pneed some good luock,



and 1n vhich you need a little prayer or maybe
& lot. I have gome through that axperience
in an airplane.

MR. DAVIS: Are you and
President Johnson the pilot and copilot?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: One moment.
Let me finish with this.

Now, we are coming out & social
system in which thers was segregation, whers there
vas idleness, where there was hopelessness and
despair for hundreds of %thousands, y&g: milliouns
of Americans. That was the low. We ara going
through & perlod of turbulence, making the change
from & low-pressurs system into the high, the
clear, blue sky and unlimited visibility whers
every man can have & chance to be himself, and it
i1s up Yo us to mwake 1t. T will tell you that you
are waking it, that you willl make 1%, if you do not
panic in the plane. The pilot will not panicy
the copilot or the wnavigator or the ground orew --
I can tell you that -~ will wnot panic; and if wve

ocan just keep the passengers from trying to sort of
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Jump out the windows, I think we will make 1t
through.

MR. ROWAN: Talking sbout this
political coalition to come out of the meeting of
tvo socleties, the American Democratic party
bhas owed quite a lot of its power in the past
years to the Negro vote in the big cities 1in
America. But we hear wore and wore discontent
among Negroes. Do you think that the Demooratic
party will continue to hold the Negro vote im urban
areas of America in 19687

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Well, I think
that I could get & lot more information from you
than you ocould from me on this, Carl. I read what
Jou write. T will say that you are a very persuasive
Jjournalist.

Would you like to take this one,
untutored bit of comment?

MR. ROWAN: Yes. I want to know
how you see 1i%.

THE VICE=-PRESIDENT: You know,
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everything is a choice between alternatives,
particularly whenm the day of decision comes.
When you see the various opponents, you always
hope that your favorite, 1deal candidate will be,
after all, & political candidate, this man vho
never lived and probably ' never will, but you
would have it so.

MR. ROWAN: I thought that you
wWere golng to say Bobby Kennedy.

MR. DAVIS: I thought you were
going to mention me.

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: But, anyvay,
we are golng through a pericd like that now whexre
all of the grisvances one hasg -- and we all have
dome -- are more or less put up against the background
of the person who we would like to see as a candidate
in kind of a Utopia that ome will never have, but
we still hope to find the candidate someday, somehow
to make our dresms come trus,

Then, after the conventiﬁns =« %he

Republicans nominate in July and the Democrats, in
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Auguast -- ve take & look at who the candidates are,
and then we come down to the real-life cun&idatoa
and have to wake & choice between poor earthly
wortals, none with our ideal qualities but men with
limitations and abilities and capacities and
inabilities and incapacities, and there are
promises, and there are assurances, and-at times there
are lacks of assurances, but whem they come down to
it, I believe that most of the people, of whom we
are speaking, not just in the Negro community,

but the vast wajority of the American people won't
change.

MR. ROWAN: The liberals, too?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I believe that
the liberals will come home, too. I believe that
they will choose the wman who has been willing to
work along with thom to help them. I belisve that
we have besn constant about our liberal friends.

I consider myself a Liberal. I have not resigned
from the human race or the Liberals. I think they
will be back, too.
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I will tell you the reason why:
because they will have to make some tough, agonizing
decisions or suffer terribly.

MR. ROWAN: I think you have &
hunch who will run against President Johnsom.

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I keep reeding
your column.

MR. DAVIS: Do you view the
candidaoy of Governor Wallace seriously as a
threat to the sountry, viewed in the light of
recial problems this summer?

THE VICE~PRESIDENT: I have great
faith in the American people. The American pacple
are certainly a steady, self-reliant, sensible people.
They usually ocome up with a good choics.

Now, we bad in 1948 Storm Thurmond
and in 1948 we had Heury Wallace, who had a great
following personally as an outstanding adwinistrator
of public service, and we had Thomss Dewey of
New York, and we had Harry 8. Truman of Misaouri

farthe President of the United States. Not very
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elected. In fact, Mr. Dewey, I think, thought he
had it pretty much by himself,

MR. ROWAN: So did the Chiocago
Tribune.

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I recall that
Some leading publications or et leaat one thought
80 also.

But the American people took that
election in stride. And belisve me, the Progresaive
Movement, if that is what you vant to call it, wasn'g
very progressive, plus the fact that Mr. Wallace
tried every way he could to confuse the American
people on internal lssues, to confuse the American
people on domestic lssues, and Governor Storm Thurmong
surely led a very conservative force in Amerioca,
and there were people who wers very, very
reactionary and conservative who supported hinm.

Governor Wallace, strange as 1t may
seem to many people, has quite a Populist attitude
on soclal and economic meeds. T know Some people are

beginning to consider that fact. It is true that he
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but whem it comes to Sco0ial Security, velfare,
housing, and education, he 1is &asociated with

& number of other people who call themselves
Liberals.

MR. MACLEISH: But he says that
he wants to close down the Department of Health,
Rducation, and Welfare.

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: But that does
not mean that he wants to do avay with those, but
merely to return it to the state.

MR. DAVIS: You were speaking of
this year as paralleled with 1948, but in 1948 the
cities were not on fire, but this year they may well
be, from everything we hear. Is this a very serlous
threat? I am not talking about you alome but ail
candidates. How will you be able to conduct a
campalign this year with racial discontent beling
what it 1s? Is it not dangerous for candidates
of both parties to take & stand on the issues?

THE VICE-FRESIDENT: If it iz, we
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¥ill have to take that stand anyvay. Man wasn't
put in the world to live forsver. If you are
looking for & purpose in life, look for a high
purpose. That 18 my belief. I know there are
risks in everything you do -- in personal relations,
in public relations, in financial reiations, in
all kinds of relations. If you stand for the
office of President or Vice-President.,, you ought
to be able and willing to make a sasrifice for
what you stand for. I really believe that.
I don't necessarily think that that is going to
happen to anyone, but you don't kmow what the price
vill be or how high. At times the price will be
high 1in terms of anguish, fatigue, pain, and
defeat. I have had some of that, and I know a
1ittle bit about that, but I have also had soma
victories, and I know about that.

Let me say a word about the cities.
I don't think that predicting that the cities will
be put on fire or that there will be viclence is
helpful. There may be. But there way be something

else, too. As a matter of fact, wvhat I think we
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really need today in America is & positive program
for the American people abouf how we can rectify the
injustices in our 80clety 1n & peaceful manner.
I appeal to the American people to set an example
for the world. we can make toworrow very much more
peaceful; we can have a soclel revolution, if need
be, in an evolutionary, peaceful manner. Here we
are the most educated people in the world blessad
with the most freedom, the most blessed people on
the face of the earth. If we can't do something
about our problems peacsefully, who can?

When I hear people saylng thsy
vant peace in the world, I say, "The place to start
1s at home." The first place to get pesce is right
vhere you live. We oan get it in the citiles, the
towns, and ths countryside. I think we can.

MR. MACLEISH: Do you think that is
8t11l possible this ysar?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Yes. I think
We must Not only think positively,because that isn't

the problem, but we must sct thet vay. We must offer
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thewm or urging them to look to Washington.,

There 1s always that tendency, wheovaver the tesk
may be complicated, not to look %o yourselves but
to Bee vwhat washington can do. Let wme tell you
this, gentlemen: C(Create a better Amarica in your
home town. The Pederal Government ought not to
have to do all of these things. The Government

is big enough already. You need more local
administration. You need more co-pperetion and
batter understanding betusen the local government
and the private cltizenry; you need more involvement
of Americans with the oomwunities in which they live,
for instance, programs wvhereby the students and the
faoulty work in the metropolises, help the sities
revise thelr charters, help enforce and create new
lavws required to meke this a more equlitable and
better society, help to eame tensions by helping
people olean up the slums. Therve is8 plenty of

work that is there to be done. Sometimes I have
thought that those who carry the biggest signa and
shout the loudest are the hardest ones to find when

there is work to be done with tha dinadvantaged,



teaching the little children, teaching the 1little
boys and girls to learn to read, helpirg the men

to gét & job, training him for & Job, cleauning

up slums. The wenial tasks are there to be done.
What about helping paople actually olear up their
living quarters so that they are physically more

attractive? Those are some of the little things

that I can think of.

MR. MACLEISH: M». Vice-President,
do you feel that you and Presideut Johrson are
going to win this year?

THE VICE~PRESIDENT: Yes. I thiok
President Johnson will be reelectad. I hope I can
sarve vith him. I knovw one thing: If you have
8erved by prinoiples, if you have stood by your
conviotionsa, even when people don‘t agree with you,
they have a tendency to respeci you. Y don't think
a man ip politics is often loved, but he is often
regspected.

MR. MACLEISH: Have you any doubd
that you will be on the ticket with the Prasident?



THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I don't have
any knowledge of that. I think that's a decision
for the Democratic Convention to wake. I hope I
will be worthy of their favorable csonsideration.

MR. MACLEISH: Do you think that
Senator McCarthy will have wuch persuasion?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I don't think
so. I will say that we have & twenty-year-old
friendship, and I don't intend to smees it go doun
the drain because of differences over some rather
important issues.

MR. ROWAN: Do you think that you have
lost some support in Minnesota azince you bhave been
Vice-President?

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: You cannot be
Vice-President of the United Statss and have 8 wapr
in Southeast Asia and take a stand on vital issues
at home without losing a few constituents, but you
gain some, too.

Carl, I willl tell you what I think.
I vould not deviate from what T em doing because of
the loss of a few people who said they were friends.

I have a great privilege. I am



Vice-President of this country. This is a wonderful
thing to happen to the boy who was born above the
drugstore im South Dakota. T hope to be worthy of
this high office.

I think my job is mot to try to
be popular but to try to ease the burden of the
President, to try to help promote the programs we
have talked about -- the youth programa, the housing
programs, the education programs -- to keep these
things moving.

If T have yielded wy life to help
& single 1ife, save the l1ife of one person, I thiok
that will have been a pretty happy, rich life for
me .

I will put it to you this way:
To help more psople to a better life, what greatasr
goal could there be?

MR. MACLEISH: Ov that note, I am
afraid we wust end thils, our hour conference. and
ve thank you very much, Mr. Humphrey, for ba lny
with us this evening for ths past hour's conversation
with the Vice-President of the United States.
Thaoking you, I am Rod MacLeish, ob behalf of ny

colleagues, C-rl Rowan and Sid Davis, for a very
g004d evening.
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