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MRo ROD MACLEISH~ This is 

Rod MaoLe1sh 1n Ph1ladelph1a c 

One senses that the United s·tataa 

s tands a t a precipitous moment in its history with 

tne oitias in confl ict and national tensions at 

nome and oonf'lict abroado 

Tonight my ooll$agues and I will 

be d1.sou fJaing these worl d and na:1;1onal problems 

with the Vice-President of the United Stateso 

Mro Humphrey has agreed to come 

before us _., and we will have a completely tree 

an1d un.scr:tpted d 1scuss1on on many things that 
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seem to be troubling, preoocupying, and disturbing 

Americans, both at home and abroad. There are no 

pre-planned questions; no agenda has been worked 

out for this, our conversation with the Viae­

President. 

~ colleagues engaged with me in 

this endeavor will be Carl Rowan, Group W commentator1 

nationally-syndicated oolumniet, and former 

Ambassador to Finland, and Sid Davis, the Group W 

Whitehouse oorrespondento 

Carl, I believe we will begin with 

youo 

MRo ROWAN: Mr. Vice-President~ 

you have bean in your offioe now for three years 

serving under President Lyndon Jonnsono Have you 

ever wished that you had never moved from the 

Senate? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I suppose 

every man has ·a few questions every once in a while 

that he does not always convey the answers to even 

to his most intimate friends. 

I don 9t believe I have really 
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regrated making the decision to leave the Senateo 

I oan tell you that wnen it 

appeared that tnere might be a possibility tnat 

I would be on the ticket with President Johnson 

1n the 19&f convention, just prior to that convention, 

when there was some talk about my being on the 

tioket, I gave very serious thought as to whether 

this was a decision I wanted to make. I had · been 

Majority Whip in the Senates which is a very 8 very 

interest ing and somewhat responsible and important 

position in the Senate structure. I had · just 

finished handling our legislation in the Civil 

Rights Act of 1964. I had been in the thick of 

all the Congressional debate, and I liked ito 

I think that you know, as an old acquaintance and 

friend of mine, tbat I liked it very muoho 

But then I thought of what would 

be the possibility of public service as a 

Vice-President, and I thought those possibilities 

were big enough and sufficiently attractive for me 

to want to be Vice-President. 

MRo ROWAN: Have you found the 

opportunity to advance during your three years 
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of what you consider your privilege of rendering 

service to be bigger than the burden the job 

puts on you? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Yes. This, 

of course , bas to do w1tb wbat I was saying about 

becoming Vice - President and what it has meant. 

This is a very different offioeo 

I said one time to you before, Carl, that it's an 

awkward office. 

Its description in the Constitution 

is so minimal that I hesitate even to mention ito 

That is tne responsibility I have of presiding 

over the Senate and the authority of casting a 

vote in case of a tie in the Senate. You are~ 

of course , Vice-President, there in case any tragedy 

befalls the President of the United Statesm But that 

is the soope of the authority and the scope of t he 

position of the Vice-President. 

But I have found, for example, 

tbat it gives you a wonderful opportunity to know 

what different proceed ings are all about -- the 

budget prooess, the decision-making process, which 

is so vital. I have tried to learn that just in 
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oase I was needed~ 

The Vioe-Pres1denoy does not lend 

itself to headline-making. You are not the front 

man; you are number twoe You must remember t hat 

there is only one president at a time. Yet you 

are a member of the Presidential Cabinet, and you 

have a ohanoe to apeak out in the oounoila of the 

government, to know the working of the inside of 

the government. 

I believe that I have said to you 

before , Carl, that I would rather have five minutes 

wi th the President in his office than to have two 

hours out or in front of the Whitehouse all week 

walking up and down trying to get in. I am part 

of the official family. 

MR~ MACLEISH: What about the 

problem of submerging your own political views 

to t hose of the Pres ident ? This is one thing that 

has caused some ques tion in your own oapaoity, 

being recognized as one of the greater modern 

liberal s . It was considered by some that you were 

more liberal and the present President more 



conservative. What about this problem? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: When we were 

in tne Senate, 'tb.ere is not any doubt that tb.e 

President, during n1e term in the Senatej bad 

different views on matters than tne Senator from 

Minnesota, Hubert Humphrey. 

But we are both now in national 

offices . And I say to my liberal friends tbat if 

any liberal has ever served in the presidency with 

a more liberal and progressive record than 

Lyndon Johnson, then you have ~ knowledge of 

history that is surely not mine o All of the things 

that I had fought for as a senator have come into 

being, not merely as promises but as achievements, 

and those things have occurred under the APminiatration 

of Lyndon Johhson. 

I have had no difficulty with respect 

to my political views and those of the President. 

Tbe President has taken a stand in the field of 

civil rights where I have long been an advocate, 

a stand that is as strong as or even stronger than 

any tbat I bave ever takeno 

MR. MACLEISH: Would there be 
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a.nyt.h1ng that you could do about it. if you 

differed with the President, you as Vice-President? 

THE VICE-PRES IDENT: Yes o If you 

disagree on a moral issue~ on the basls of a moral 

issue or on the basis of a pr1nc1pl.e~ your course 

of conduct is "hush. your tongue .z '1 so tf o 13pea.k t and 

not try loudly to advocate the course of the 

Adm1n1.strat1on o I can t ell you th.ntA my sense o.f 

political integrity would compel me to do so. 

I h.'\ve net supported t.he J ohnsor 

Administration because I ·thought :tt. was the r ight 

tb.1ng to do polt·t;1cally? I have s up port ed the 

Presidant·and hi~ Ad ministration because I t hought 

ha we.u doing the right thing ~ That 1s why I have 

been able to thrm-1 myself into 1 t r., he wa..y I h.ave .o 

I think it is generally conceded that I have really 

worked a.t it ~ Whether effectively or not 1s alway s 

open to de~a c e , But whoo I · did dOJ I was trying t o 

do so because tt1at was what I wanted to do$ 

beck again I like my work c It isn ~ t as if I 

were do:tng some thing contrary to my nature or woll-

being~ I find that I can do what 1 want to do; 
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I am able to work in matters behind the scenes, 

or I oan work in the programs or deliver our 

messages to tne American people, that is, mJ input 

ot ideas and oonviotions. I am not always in the 

front line; I am not alwaJs making beadl1nes; but 

I bave a warm, triendlJ relationship with the 

President. I do not bother him unless he wishes 

I should oome to visit, but we nave an exchange of 

views, and I always know tbat I can talk to him. 

MR. DAVIS: On the subject of 

your personal relationship with the President, 

are you able to see him whenever you want to see him? 

Do you feel tbat you can be deeply involved in every­

thing going on? 

THE VICE- PRESIDENT: Anytime I wish 

to see the President, I have no problem whatsoever . 

As a matter of fact, he made it 

clear at the first Cabinet meeting that any time 

the Vice-President wanted to see the President, that 

was the way 1t was. Not only that, but any time the 

Vice-President wished to see a member of the Cabinet, 

the Cabinet member was supposed to be available to 

the Vice-President. Our relationship not only on an 
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official level but on a personal basis 1s warm. 

We are warm tr1eods and bave been tor a long time. 

Besides tnis, our tamilJ relationships are verJ, 

verr good. 

MR. MAOLEI5Bc Back to th.e matter 

ot the interpretation or any of the disagreements 

of your point of view with tbe Johnson Administration, 

incidentally, that causes us to oome to the question 

ot Viet Nam. A great many of your former liberal 

oolleagues are not supporters of tbe Pres1dent•s 

program or politioal views, as was demonstrated 

by the Americana for Democratic Aot1on, of which 

you were a founding member, which has just split 

itself in two over the question of the support of 

President Joh.nson. What about Viet Nam? Do you 

think that those liberal views of yours are sometimes 

squashed a bit when you view the puzzling predicament 

going on in Southeast Asia? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I have been 

able to work and most of my life all of my 

adult life -- has been dedicated to the pursuit of 

peaoeo My polit1oal reputation, if I may speak of 

it 1n that respeot, bas been one of working for the 
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Nuclear Disarmament Treaty, one of the authors 

ot the Food for Peace Aot, sponsor of tne United 

States Disarmament Agency, a person wno bas been 

deeply involved 1n tbe work ot the United Nations, 

and I am a former delegate to the United Nations. 

I am a peace man. 

But I don 8t believe tbat peace is 

attained by blinking our eyes at aggression, 

subversion, and intimidation. I don't think that 

that is the work of peace. Of course, I am a 

produot of the poet-world war II period and tne 

pre-war. I believe that those levels of activity 

are still valid even though conditions are, of 

oourse , very different. This is a different world 

than the world of 1939, a very different world from 

the world of 1945 or 1950, but there are oertain 

verities, I believe, that will stand the test of 

time. Aggression does not lend itself to a solution 

or easement by just feeding the aggressor, letting 

him have a little more and a little more~ The 

aggressor knows no limitation to his appetite nor 

to his aggression. 

I also believe in the necessity of 



international involvement on the pa~of our 

oountryo We are a world leader. This oame 
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about somewhat unwittingly . We did not plan on 

being a world leader. Tbere is not any doubt about 

1t. The greater one is, the more responsibility 

he must aooept, which is true of nations and 

individuals. With responsibilities sometimes come 

burdens, pain, and agony, whioh takas us back to 

your inquiry about Southeast Asia. 

We organized the Americans for 

Democratic Action to involve the American liberal 

Democratic community in international affairs. 

Involvement was vital; it was necessary that they 

participate in international affairs if our 

international responsibility was to be met. 

I must say I am a little bit 

concerned about what ADA did because I think it 

turned its back from what I consider is responsibility 

in international leadership. 

MR. ROWAN: You have been preaching 

to us about this for three years. Do you think 

that you are really selling the American people? 



Some people tbink tbat as the months go by 

the Aaministration loses a few more liberals, 

a few more so-oalled moderates, in this oase ~ 
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Do you think you are in for deeper trouble before 

the fall elections? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I don't think 

that that is a real problem or questiono 

I think tbe question I have to 

face is: Is what we are doing, as an Admin1strat1on 8 

is what I am doing, as an individual, what I believe 

to be really the right thing to do? 

I believe that when people elect 

a President and a Vice-President, they expect them 

to follow the dictates of their own consciences, 

they expect them to be knowledgeable, and they 

expeot them to be as concerned with the life of 

this nation and ita responsibilities and hopes and 

aspirations as any person who bas ever livedo 

In other words, they expect us to make decisionso 

For instance, if you are going to 

try to be popular, you are really in the wrong 

business if you are in a position of political 
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relationship. If JOU expeot people always to 

agree with you and not to have to take the furor 

at times of the public, you are in the wrong 

business. 

Harry Truman once said, uif ;tou 

oan•t take the heat, get out of the k1tcheno 11 

I like to be tn the kite hen o 

MR. MACLEISH: In that con·taxt, tb.ere 

are many people, at least some people, who think 

of Lyndon Johnson as being quite a political animal, 

putting politics first, you might say. 

In the case of Viet Nam, are you 

saying that you think that he would rather be right 

than President? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: Yes . I doo 

I think that President Johnson is a man very deeply 

committed on matters of international and domestic 

pol1oy. As a matter of fact, if the President has 

problems today -- and he has a few, as he would be 

the first to admit -- it is because of his oourage 

in taking a stand on two of the great issues of our 

time: First~ the right of equal opportunity for 

every person, regardless of creed or coloro No 



President bas ever taken as firm a stand on the 

matter of part1oipat1on in Amerioan life of all 

people of all classes and categories, and not only 

baa he taken that stand. but he has implemented 

it. He bas tulf1lled the reapons1b111t1es of his 

leadership by programmed policy and administrative 

deciaiono He has lost friends with ito There is 

no question about it. 

As to the seoond great question# 

on the international front, he faced the tough 

deoision as to whether we were going to live up 

to our commitments, to live with our treaties when 

the sun is shining being one thing, but whether we 

were to live with them when the storm clouds 

gathered . This Pres i dent has realized that a as a 

result of our great power, the people of the world 

depend, in large measure , upon the integrity of the 

American oontraot and the American commitment. 

It is not easy to take suoh a 

stand. I know of no man who wants peace any •ore 

than President Johnson . 

MRo ROWAN: It bas also been charged 

that this action bas led to the neglect of his 

concern for civil rights and so forth, that he is 
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spending all of the country's money in Southeast 

Asia instead of on our domestic problems? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I must say, 

firs t, tbat m' initial reaction is that that is 

not true , and it is not true. The record speaks 

for itself ~ There bas been no period in the history 

otth1s country in which there bas been as much done 

in suc h a abort period of time oonoerning the welfare 

of the publ1o as under the present Administration. 

There bas been, for example~ more Federal aid to 

education in the last few years than in the preceding 

two hundred. There baa been more building of houses 

for senior citizens in the last four years than since 

the beginning of this oountryo Look at the programs 

f or the alderly, for instance, the medical care, 

the Medicare, care for the elderly~ Look at what 

baa been happening throughout the country in terms 

of our youth and children -- Head Start, child 

nutrition, child health. These things are substantial, 

believe us. 

My wife and I are very interested 

in the field of mental retardation. For the first 

time this Government baa come to grips with this 
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problem under the Administrations of President 
Kennedy and President Johnson. 

Tbis Administration bas been 
orientated t owards tne need of people. When I 
think along these lines of the large, ur ban centers, 
I am reminded of my good friend, tne present mayor 
of Minneapolis, who was my seoretary when I was 
mayor. I tbink of Mayor Na~~a one of tbe 
good, talented mayors of that City. As is t rue 
of all good friends, we do not always agreeo 

But reoently we were talking , and 
I said, "Ar t, when I was mayor of Minneapolis a nd 
you were my secretary, we never heard from the 
Federal Government, and yet we had poor people , 
and yet we bad urban blight, and yet we had all of 
these problems& It waanat easy . We never heard of 
the Mode l Cities Program; we never heard of t he 
Urban Pr ogram." 

Now, when you ask me 1n these t erms, 
"Are we doing enough?" I must answer, "No." 

But if you say, "More tban anybody 
else ever di d?" then the answer is, "Yes. 11 

MR. ROWAN: Aren't you afraid t bat 
we are going t o have to out baok? 
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THE VICE- PRESIDENT: No • Th.is 

country is a very rioh and powerful country. 

Tbe people 1n America have no laok of means, but 

tbey need onlJ to will it to be. 

MR. MAOLEISHt I want to go back 

to the VietNam crisis. Now, for months this 

Administration has been telling us that there is 

lignt at the end of the tunnel, but in the past 

few weeks we have sustained drastic attacks, and 

certainly Viet Nam is now braced for a seoond 

" series of offenses at Kanian, as we all know. 

wbat 1s your deepest, inner feeling about Ho Chi Minh? 

Do you think that he wants to negotiate before the 

November elections, or do you think tbat we are 

going to have a muoh longer war than we had anticipated? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I donet think 

you can tello I do not try to be a prophet but an 

interpreter of events as I see them. I really do 

not think anybody knows. 
; 

I believe that the faot that so many 

have tried to predict these events is part of the 

problem at confusion in Amerioa o After all, no one 

knew wnen the Berlin Air Lift was started when 1t 
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would end . Nobody had the &.lightest idea . It 

just went one day. 

Nov, it is my view that while we 

are going tbrougn a very difficult period now i n 

Viet ftam, tbe odds are on the e1de of the Allies 

if we s tay with it. What the Communists seek 

to do and what North Viet Nam seeks to do more 

tban anything else is to strike a psychological 

blow , not in Viet Nam, but in America. Remember 9 

Ho Chi Minh said repeatedly tbat this war will be 
;L...tc... 

won in America, just as the ~d War was won in 

Paris. He believes ito We must understand that 

he believes it. 

I believe that the recent wave of 

discontent and uncertainty in America is the only 

victory Ho Chi Minh has had since America became 

f ul ly involved in the struggle . 

MR o MACLEISH: You view this as 

a. Ps.yc hological victory? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I am saying 

that it could be a psychological victory for 

Ho Chi Minh to have such efteot in America. 
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We must reverse it. This is a great country. 

We ought not to stand in fear and trepidation of 

what appear to be temporary setbaoka. Remember 

the Battle of tb.e Bul.Se, altb.ougn tbat is not 

necessarily comparable. But Mr. Hitler put on 

a tremendous offensive in the winter of 1944, ~ 

I believe it was, and it looked like they were 

passing us~ but it vas not so. Japan did the same 

thinga North Korea did exactly the same thing in 

1952 in Itorea. 

I don't think one oan predict 

exaotly when the end will oome in this terrible 

struggle, on the one hando But I know this: It 

will come a little sooner 1f we buckle down to 

the task and understand tbat this is an important 

development for the security of the United States 

and the free world. 

MR. DAVIS: Are you going to 

supply -- the figure is estimated at an additional 

two hundred and fifty thousand -- General Westmoreland 

the additional troops he says are needed? 

THE VIOE-PRESIDEN'rs This 1s a 
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question that the Vice-President of tne United 

States oannot answer. I have not bad a chanae to 

visit with the Pl'esident on this matter in reoent 

days. I oan only point out to you tbat there 

is no desire on tbe part of the President or 

on the part of tbe Viae-President to send a single 

mao who is not needed in Viet Nam there for any 

purpose. 

I do want to say that there bas 

been a lot of oonjeoture and a lot of talk about 

how many we are going to send and how many are 

needed and eo on, but that sort of talk does not 

particularly appear to help the s1tuat1ono I want 

every American to know that no man I have ever 

known or you will ever know bas a greater stake 

in this matter than the President of the United 

States. If peace oame in Viet Nam in the next 

few months, his political future would be assured 

beyond any doubt. If peace · would come, his place 

in history would be assured. The President is 

vitally interested in peaoe,but he is also 

interested in the protection of the men who are 



tbere. I tbiDk tbat tbe American people v111 

bave to understand tbie, though~ Even it takes 

a tev more to protect vb&t ve bave tnere, tbeee 

are tbe lives ot tbe people ot America, American 

people, but ao one ia v1111ns to eaor1tioe tbe 

livea ot Amer10&D people, •ore American aold.iera, 

•ore toroes iD Viet Bam, tbaD a~e needed tor tbe 

single pUrpose ot seeing tbat aggression is stopped. 

MR. MACLBISB: Going baok, tor the 

moment, to talking about tbe need nationally of 

getting tbe American people beb1nd tbe pol1oy of 

the administration and not meeting with a p&JCbolog1oal 

defeat, perbapa there 1e a great deal ot d1aoootent 

io this country tor one reason: the American people 

tbiok tbat tbeJ are being excluded trom tbe realities 

ot tbe aituat1oa. Aa Sid Davis said, tbere bave been 

numerous people debating tb&ee things particularly 

in tbe l&at tour weeks, while tne Wh1tebouae intor•s 

us tbat tbere baa been a aeries ot victories tor our 

aido, blova are being atruok against us, as rs~ealed 

bJ our ovn t1gurea6 suon as six nuodred and eeveoty 

tbousand new refugees, tnirtJ-Dine tbouaand nomea 

deatro7ed, tbouaande ot c1v111&n casualties. 
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Does the Administration sometimes thiruc that the 

American people cannot take a clear, direct talk 

about Viet Nam, the real truth about the situation, 

rather than giving out these fond euphemisms and 

statements? 

VICE .. PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Let me 

mention for a moment that this is the f1.rst var.-

in history in which there has been no cenaorshipQ 

When you say that the American people do not have 

the facts, it is my point or view that they have so 

many facts that they don't know what to do with them$ 

There is a glut of facts or opinions or observations o 

This is the first var in history 

ever shown on television, not even in the movies, 

but right vhere the blood comes in·to the 11 ving 

room in color~ You see avery little action. As to 

the interpretation of the facta, I think the 

correspondents have tried to do a good jobp but 

each one sees things a little differently ~ 

The other evening my wife and I 

went to a symphony with five peoplso Ve came home 

and discussed what we he.d heard., No one heard. 

the same musie. 



You k~ow that if ten people 

so to tne art gallery and look at the same paint ings , 

vny, a l l tea b&ve seen sometntog different io t ne 

art p1ece8. Wb.en you think of ths hundreds of 

representatives ot the press in Viet Nam, you 

muat remember tbat tney all have tn~ir eyes and 

minds tocused ou particular devolopments and ae~ 

things differently, and yet it ~s reco~~ed every 

bour on the hour three tmndred and a:txty-five d~yo 

a JG&r . 

Think back to World war II and 

juat 1mag1ae hov muon contusion would have been 

caused 1D this oountry if every miotake bad be~n 

repor ted, 1t every time an American airplane bombed 

a c1v111an population bad been reported, and 1m&gine 

vbat Amer1oa would bave looked 11ke if ~e b.l.d kaot1a 

that tbe o1tJ of Dreoden, ao open ui-t;y ~ bad been 

leveled to tho ground by Americaa ~1rpl.anes~ 1f ue 

bad known that on It&lian bea.cb.ea l'.le out ott supplies 

from our ovn people, tt1e t tb.e oammand ordarss u~x~e 

mistaken and never got tnrougn. Wa.rn ax•e not 

exact. etfioieat. busiaess•like opera.ti.ons. 'rbe' 



represent tbe most severe. tbe ~orst of manns 

violence, trougbt vith trequeot tarrible mistakes~ 

It bas been always thus. 

Ae a matter ot raot, tnis is tna 

first war ever io open display to tbe Amer1oan 

public. I vant to S&J tbat I think tb&t if eve~JbOdJ 

in tbe world could see wbat we see, if this tubo~ 

tbe television, could bave an universal aooeptanoe 

tree and olear tbrougb.out tbe world,. tba.t would be 

tb.e end of tne var. 

But this is not so in tbe Communist 

system~ rm·~iae vbat Goe~ele could b.a.ve don<t tllitb. 

telev1sio~ . 

Imagine tillat it mee.ne tod&1 ~~ or tb.e 

President of tbe United States ~ot only to ~~ve to 

faoe up to tbe realities ot the struggle but to 

bave to tace e'fery bit of oross ~ourrent of op1.nton 

tnat oomes trom bare and the:r•e .. 

No. I reallJ don't tbivk tbia i a 

such a big problem. 

MlL ROWAN: But. Mr .. V10e "" PrJ-:>8iuant r 
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vnile JOU are wanting people to buckle down, you 

do not eeem to be able to get tne Congrees to buckle 

down. As bas been seen in tne Senate Foreign 

Relations Committee, most or many of the membere say 

that they were misled ·right trom Tonkin Gulf 

right on up to the present dayo How oan tne American 

people buokle down wbeo even tb.e 1n91 n who are 

supposed to be oloeeat to tbe President, talking 

to bim, say tbat even tbey suffer trom the 

ored1b111tJ gap? 

THE VIO.E·PRESIDEN'l': O&rl, the 

"ared1b111ty sape is a bandy oatoh phase. but tbe 

main tn1ng about the credibility gap is that it 

laoks orod1b111tJ . It does not really rel~to to 

the problem. Tbere are always different v1~~• 

under various oircumatanoes q Wbat aan I predict 

about vh&t will happen at ' tbe end of the week 

in Minneapolis, Philadelpb.ia6 or washington? 

I don't have the powers ot prophesy~ Wbat I ha~e 

to do, I think, is obvious, namely, pred1at6 to 

be sure, but obviously I may be fer wrongo For 

instance, we frequently see tbe Government making 
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pred1ot1ooa on oropa, onlJ tbey don ~ t alV&J& 

work out tbat V&J. We make pred1ot1oos on tbe 

sroaa aatioD&l product, but thtf do not ,_~.1' 

work out tbat V&J. T~e £reat corporations of 

Amer1oa predict aalea, but theJ do not alW&JS 

work: out tbat W&J., But you doft3l r1 'ft~ say tbat 

tbat 11 due to a ored1b111ty gap but to extenuating 

o1rcumatancea. 

Bow, let me mate 1t clear tbat 

I d1dn°t say tb&t tbe American people are unwilling 

to buckle dovn. The problem~ after all~ ian't 

aa muon 1D the buckling dove ot tbeao wno nave 

auttered, tbose in tb1a vorld wbo b&ve done mor$ 

tban &DJ person should be called upon to do ~ 

regardless . It baa not been w1tb this group that 

there baa been d1saat1ataotioo~ 

MR. ROWANs All rigb.t. 

THE VIOE-PRESIDEN'r& But it baa 

been my observation tnat the vast. majorit~ ot 

tne American people have not suffered at all. 

The d1asat1ataot1on bas not oome from the people uno 
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b&ve euttered and made aaor1t1ces, tbe aome 

t1ve bundred tbodsaad .. a out tnere and tbetr 

loved ones baok bere. who eutte~ great agonies. 

!be protes\a, aeaerallJ from people subjeoted 

to little 1D tbe var ot s~tter1og, people not 

aubjeot to the draft, people getting special 

exe•pt1oas, people wno frequently bave bad tbe 

beat education. !hey are the people who are doing 

most of tbe protesting. 

MR. MACLBISH1 Why do you tbiDk 

tbeJ do it? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I tbink I need 

to aak you, Rod, WhJ you th1Dk tney do it. 

One cannot belp puzzl1ngt Wby is 

it that tbe family tbat gives its son~ baa bad tbe 

lives ot 1te sons lost, do not complain. but somebody 

who baa given aotb1ng, 1n taot8 bas bad two t&x 

deoreaaea 1a tbe last tour or five Je&rs, w,.11 say, 

"It•a just too •uob tor men? 

I am not ignoring compaas1onJ I 

know people bave seasib111t1es~ &ad so do I. But I 
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get letters from the heartaiok, tbe pained, and 

tbe anguished, aad I get letters, suon as one trom 

a motbor vbo aav ber boJ wounded in Viet Bam as sbe 

vatohed on ber telev1a1oa 1D tbe front room -· and 

I bave bad tbat bappea to me -- and I have gotten 

a letter from a mother who bas seen nor boy draped 

over a tank as ane watobed on television -- and I 

v111 S&J to JOU tbat tbat person bas auffered real 

suffering, real au.gu1sb. 

MR. MAOLEISH: Do you think tba·t we 

will undergo a somewhat cbang1ng role 1n V1't Nam? 

~HE VICE-PRESIDENT: No. I think 
America must keep up the reapons1b111t1es ot vorld 

power and vorld leadership. I ·think ttle.t we nave to 

stand oomm!tted. I tb.1nk tba.t the real danger uould 

be in America ' s withdrawing from the responsible 

role ot fulfilling its dut ies in a troubled world. 

MR. MACLE.ISB: Wb.a t is o\tr role 

in the world, as you see it, M~ e Vias-President? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I t.b.inlc ou~ 

role is to try to promote conditions leading to a 
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just and enduring peace. The highest standard of 

statesmanship todaJ is the pursuit ot peace, 

I am reminded of wbat the late 

President Jack Kennedy said, I believe at 

American University in 1962, when be reminded the 

people tbat tbeir lives would not be passive but 

active. vhen be reminded us tt\at one 0 a sacsr, .. tica tor 
peace may be tbe ultimate aacritioe. when he aa1d 

to us tb&t tbe price of freedom does not come cheaply 

and tbat this generation v111 li.ve in ·trouble e.ncl 

danger and peril tor all its lifetime. This is 

vb&t we are really up aga1nst c I think tbat Weg 

as a people~ are going tbrougn a very~ very dedicated 

sometimes painful processs providing more and more 

assistance tor other peoples- Food for Peace, 

foreign aid and some people talk moot about peace 

and want to out out t be neart of. the to~eign aid 

program -- and I tbink tllat the peaoeful promot1.on 

ot foreign trade, wtl1oh I beli•~v~ lead to mntt~~'l 

alliances euoh as NATOs and I also t.b.1nk toot t bese 

are tb.e times wllen tbe Amer1oen people must atend up 

against tboae vbo would oomm1t acta ot or1m1n&l 

aggression around tbe world, juet as tbeJ do 1~ tbe 
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oittes• streets throughout the oountrJ. 

Wbat kind ot a vorld do JOU think 

it vould be tod&J it Mr. ~ruman bad baoked away 

from Iran, it Mr. 'l'ruman bad not had tlte oourage 

to stand up to the Communist penetration ot Greece 
I 

and TurkeJ? Wbat kind of a vorld do you think 1t 

would be today without NATO and all of the meaaurea 

tbat bave been taken, vitbout racing up to tbe 

Cuban miasle crisis, the war iD Korea, all ot tbeae 

steps toward peace? The world 1a a better place 

beoauae these aotions were taken wnen tbeJ were 

needed. 

MR. DAVIS: Wb.at do you bave to 

eay about the problem of peace in the big cities 

tbis summer? Tbat is a verJ serious problem ve 

bave taoing us nov. 

THE VICE-PRESIDENi'~ Tn1s 1B & 

question ot terment. This il the first thing you 

ba~o to understand. 

I think it was D0Tooquev1lle, 

the great Preach aoo1olog1st of tbe early nineteenth 

century, wb.o aa1d to us tbat Aftlifs tb.at seem 
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inevitable are tolerable, but oaoe tbeJ seem to 

be subject to correction, then tbey beoome 

intolerable. In otber vorda, thus 1t is v1tb tbe 

civil r1gbta exponents todaJ, and moat ot our 

cities tod&J bave hundreds ot tboysands ot people 
vbo have tor years and years been deprived, 

disadvantaged, and nov for the• tor the first time 

there 18 a ray ot bope. It ia d1tt1cult, and it 

is terrible, and tbere lie the aouroea ot violence. 

In some societies you could jultitJ 
violence, societies where there are no democratic 

prooessees tor tbe redress of sr1ewanoes, but 1n 

tb.e; '· American soc 1ety tbere 1a redress ot 
grievances tbrough the pol1t1Gal process and other 

prooessees in a demoorat1c manner. Tb&t is vby 

I believe tbat we bave to have lav and order 1n 

our o1t1es as we pursue the development of our 

cities. 

MR . DAVIS: Wbat do JOU baYe to 
sa1 about tbe forthcoming prospects as to civil 

rights and the tair bouaiog eubjeot? 

THE VICE-PRESIDENT: I vill predict --
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am not gotns to be a propnet -- but I w111 go tn1s 
tara I believe ~ tbe leadership 1D tne Senate 
trom Mansfield and nov from Senator Dirksen. 
vorkiag with my -. colleagues on botb. sides ot 
tbe aisle, tbat they will be &ble to bring tortb 
a good o1v11 rights program~ v1tn improved p~oteot1on 
tor civil r1gbta workers, improvements in o~r 
jury ayatem, etrenstnening ot tbe civil r1gbta code~ 
development ot a program of guaranteed open bouaias. 
It m&J not go all tbe way~ but it v1ll make a 
breaktbrough &Dd a verJ substantial one. 

MR. ROWAN: Do JOU tn1nk Senator 
Dirksen will so a substantial part of tbe vay on tb1s 
program? 

JOU know tbis Senate, you and I c Senator D1rksea 
1a an astute parl1mentar1an and a very able 

legislator. We bave our disagreements pol1t1callJ. 
I guess everybodJ knows tt•to I am ot the opinion 
tbat tbe Senator realize• tbe great importance ot 
tft11 legislation. Preedom ot movement 1a a part ot 
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viab v1tbia their means being a baaio r1gbt wttbia 

tb1s countr7. ~o tbe extent tbat this 1a not true. 

tbla is au intolerable inequity. I tb1nk tbat tbe 

Senator realizes tbat tn1s very definitely bas to 

be developed. W1tn respect to tne C1v11 Rigbta 

Aot ot 1964, be vaa one of t~e major toroes in making 

possible this legislation in 1964. I tnink tbat 

he baa beeD very helpful 1n tn1s particular development 9 

vbioh I th1Dk 1a a very vital p1eoe of civil r1gnte 

legislation. 

MR. ROWAN: There are people in tbe 

oountry vho equate your support of o1v11 r1gbta 

leg1alat1oD with support of rioting in tbe streets. 

Does that bother 7ou? 

THE VICE-PRBSIDENT: They are wroogo 

ot oourse 9 when anybody falsely aoouses you~ it 

bothers you. 

etbDic group. 

But r1ot1~ is not limited to any one 

I vould hope tbat all Americans 

would take a good look at their history. we bad 
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ever heard about oiv11 rights legislation. As I 

understand, the moat apt to be burt, ot oourae, 

are tbe legro tam111ea living among tbese exist1Dg 

dangers. We knov tbat. 

But I bave just read a surVeJ, 

ino1dentally, in the Fortune Magazine on vbat the 

Negro and tne Negro family wantsG I will tell JOd 

vbat tbey wants They want tbe s&ms thing tbat 

tne rest of the American people want ~- tbey 

vant tbe law enforced; theJ vant tbe opportunity 

tor ample education; they want adequate medical 

care : tbey weat a clean community; tbey want a 

wholesome environment.. Tb.ey wnnt every single 

tnink Hubert Humpbl~ey ants: tbey "ant everything 

Carl Rowan wants; they ve.nt~ ever1th.ing Rod MaoLe iab. 

wantsJ tb.ey want everything Sid Davis wants~ 

We are all alike in this consideration baaicall1• 

Unfortunately, the3e disadvantaged people all too 

often live in the naighborb.oode tba.t bear the brunt 

ot these oivil d1sturbances8 They are not ~rong 1n 

advocating civil rigbts legislation as a r1gbt, not 
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a privilege . '!'bey have every rigtlt to vant to 

be ttrat-olaaa o1t1zene vitn all Amertoan~people. 

I think this opeD housing legislation 

will bave some epeoit1o etteot. but it anybody e&J& 

tbat 1t we paaa tb1s open boue1ng leg1slat1oo 9 1t 

will preveat riots, the answer to tbat 1a tbat 

tbat person is wrong~ I oao say only tn1s: It ve 

don°t , it surely wonQt help cond1t1onaa Besides 

tbat, you ougb.t to do it because it :!.a tne r1gb'l~ 

tbiag to do. 

I oan°t say that it we get every 

bard-core uoemploJed a good job at good pay tnere 

will be ao more violence in our oit1ea. As a 

matter ot taot, Detroit had violenoot and tbere 

vere many good-pay1.ng jobs. But I do say this: 

tbat a man vbo vants to work &Dd bas the capacity 

to vork ought to bave a cbanoa to work. We ought 

all to knov, however, that the v1olenoe and riots 

Vill not neoesaar1ly all be gone witb employment 

adequacy in our society, but 1t we do aot bave it 

I believe our work will be lo&t. 

I don°t oondone violence; I doo•t 

tb1ak 1t belpa &DJbOdJJ 1t seta b ok tne oauae ot 
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ae long as ve bave these inequities, aa l ong as 

ve do not make our eduoation &J&tem more j ust , tor 
1netaace, and a• long aa ve have these 1nequ1t1es 1 

ve will oont1nue to b&ve problemsc 

MR .. MAOLEISH: TwEtnt·1 years ago 'it hen 

I vas a ;young reporter and ;yoou were tln ttven younger 

pol1t1o1an, I remember wnen 10u ~ere ono ot the 

JOUDg Demoorats vbo ran ttlrousb. or1e of tb.e great 
civil r tgnts planks 

MR. ROWAN: Rignt in tn1s city~ 

MR.. MAC I~ ISH: 

at Convention Hall~ 

MR .. ROWAN: YefL 

MR ~ MACI...EISH: ·you b'~rn one of tlle 

wb.ite radicals in those days, Now w~: ba.va blu.clc 

radicals., Do you tb:l.nk tbat we w1ll be able to get 

the white and tbe black radioe.le bac .( togetb.er~ 

working ror the samo oonatruot1ve things, so to 
speak, instead or the isolated r&d icul black po·r~ er 

1o tb.e o1t1ea? 
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ia &lW&JS subject to interpretation. And just bJ 

V&J of ttistory, 1D 1948, vbat bappened tnen looks 

moat oonaervat1Ye nov. I look back at t~ia and 

wonder bov aaybodJ got excited about 1t. When I 

read it oYer again, I I&J to myaelt, "My goodneee, 

how oould tb&t precipitate &DJ group walking out 

ot tne convention?" 

And tbat leads me to comment again 

tbat I bave never eeen tbeae walkouts aa very hel.pt~l 

in de&ling vitb problema~ But Mr. Truman went on~ 

after tbe D1x1orats walked out# and von tbe election. 

The Democratic party took a atand on principle~ and 

although it took sixteen Je&rs to aooompl1eh most 

ot tbe support of principle tbea advocated, yet ve 

were on tbe right vay. 

Nov tbere are groupe vbo call 

themselves m111tt.IW. Nov, there 1s nothing w~ong 

vitb be1Dg •111tant as long as JOU are non-violent 

in being militant. You can be a strong m111tantJ 

you can advocate demoor&t1o militant actiODJ you 

can evea be a militant advocate~ Anybody baa tho 

r1gbt to exercise freedom ot apeeobo I believe 

people ougbt to be able to apeak and be neard. 



I doa•t believe tbat tbeJ abould alV&JB be t&kea 
aer1oualJ, but 'b•J ougnt to bave tbe r1gnt to 
be beard. But l do aot believe tbat JOU bave 
a rtsbt to 1ao1te to ~1oleDoe. I do not tb1ak 
tbat JOY ousbt to 1no1te aota of Y1oleaoe bJ Jour 
bebaY1or. and I surely do aot believe you promote 
tbe oause ot soo1etJ or juatioe bJ criminal aota. 

JIR.. MACLKISH: '.rb.ese tb1nsa 
obv1ouslJ are ot 1mportanoe -· and I real1ae tbat 
the m111taat bl&ok element m&J be 1a the great 
miaoritJ -- but they bave att-raoted the attention · 
ot m&DJ Amer1oaaa. Isn't there aome V&J to baroeae 
tbat voltage of tbat militant emerging power toto 
some kind of de•ocratio co-operative endeavor ~1tb 
equally militant vbite people wanting the aame 
tb1nga tor Begroes tbat the Regro m111taata vaot 
or it they do aot waot, should vant? You have 
been adamant on the aide ot legro rights, to 
br1ns tb1s baok to you. 

THE VICB· PRESIDEIPl': Yes o I tllink: 
that a aumber ot our Regro o1t1zeas, the black 
people. feel tb&t tbey need to wiD tbeir ova 
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aelt·reapeot, feel tbat tbsJ need to win their 

ova d1ga1tJ ao tbat tbey o&D be regarded as e~ual 

partners in tbe etrugsle for tull and ao•plete 

American o1t1aensb1p. I thiak tbat there is a 

oertain amount ot trutb to tnat, tbat so•e bave telt 
beaten dovn oYer a long period of time, tbat tbey 

need to v1n aelt·respeot, self-esteem, and all of 

these are bonorable attributes. 

I am not particularly worried about 
tbat, militant &dYooaaJ ot a good, positive program. 

a militant advocacy ot cleaning out the alums, a 

militant advocaoy for public bospitala and proper 
medical treatm~nt, a militant advocacy tor Regro 

partnerships in bua1nesa, a militant advocacy for 
fair 1nsuraooe rates~ a militant advocacy tor an 

equal plaoe ia trade and commereeo Tbat kind ot 
militancy tb1s country deap1rately needs~ It is 

reoe1viQS a verJ friendly reception. Tbe businesa 

community in America ~ is not vbat it once vas. 

One ot tbe great obanges tbat bas taken place in 

Amer1aa, I tb1nk, bas bappeaed 1n the ranks ot 

vbat ve used to call tne "captains ot industry~" 
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the bus1neaa oolllllunitJ, tb.e great. urban c~ 
beaded bJ Rockefeller, bJ R&ndolpb, aad otbera, 

the labor move .. nt in tbe lagro com•~a1tJ, tbe 

obangea 1D tbe oorpo~ate structure in tbe vh1te 

oommua1tJ. all repreaeat tbe oonao1enoe ot 

America. Aaer1~ todaJ 1a •uoh more reoeptiYe 

to vbat 1a :r18bt . As a •tter ot faot, people 

ought to knov more about tb1s obange 1o tbe 

A .. r1oaa business oommunitJ, tor 1natanoe6 

Mr. Miller ot tbe Pord Motor Comp&DJ~ among others, 

advocating the negat i ve income tax$ 

MR . MAOLBISH1 Wbat about tbat? 

Do JOU tbiak tbat we v111 ·so on and come to tbe 

guaranteed annual wage? 

!HE VICB-PRESIDER'l's 'lb.eae are 

matters tbat are be ing d1eo~aaed . I do not expect 

all of them to take plaoe 1•med1&telJ. 

Lot me put it tbia W&J: All tbe 

subtitles and titles need to be diaouaaed in t•~•• 
. 

ot looking at tbetr meanins , their impact, vbat 

kind ot procedure would tbe impact take overall. 

I doaat think ve know right now. But tbie 1a the 



Amer1oan exchanse ot ideas, bringing out tbe 
aoo1&1 terment, aod 1deaa tb&t neoesaarily bave 
ob&Dged sooietJ trom a rural to an industrial 
Amer1oaa eoo1etJ 1n vn1ob the seoond•olaae 
o1t1zen 1& paaatns from tbe scene ao tbat 
Amer1oan will b&Ye only one kind ot oit1zen~ 

You knov, I bava compared tbo 
situation we face today with n airplane ride~ 
We all tlJ a gre t deal, muob. ot the time o Bllt 

eaob time tbat I get on an airplane, I talk ·to tbe 
pilot ae to tbe weather. It 1a like L1nas with nia 
blanket. I always oheok and ask wbat tbe weatber 
ia going to be. 

Frequently the pilot will a&J 6 

"We are going tbrousn a little period of turb~lenoe» 
ooming out ot a low preaaure IJ&tem into a bighoN 

Look at tbe teleY1s1on abov 
morning- noon, and nignt, and aoe tbe mapeo Wb&t 
does it mean? It aaya that vbeo JOU come out ot 
one "eatber SJ&tem and go into anotbvr~ tnere is 
a period in there in wbich you need good pilot ~~ 

1a vnioh JOU need a sood structure, in vbiob 1ou 
need a sood plane, 1D vb1ob JOU aeed some good luoka 
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a lot. I have gone througb tbat experieoce 

1D an airplane. 

MR. DAVIS: Are JOU and 

President Jobnson the pilot and copilot? 

THE VICE- PRESIDEB'l': One moment. 

Let me ttoish with tn1s. 

Nov. we are oom1DS out a social 

system 1D vh1cn tbere vas segregation, wbere tbere 

vas idleness, where there was hopelessness aod 

despair tor hundreds ot thousands, y~a, millions 

ot Americans • Tb.a. t vas the low & vle ~ going 

tbrougb a period of turbulence, making the obanse 

rrom a low-presaure system into the bigll, the 

clear, blue aky and unlimited visibility where 

every man oao bave a chance to be bimaelt~ and it 

is up to ua to make it. I will tell you tbat you 

are making it, tbat you will make 1tf 1t you do not 

paaio in t~e plane. Tba pilot will not panicJ 

tbs copilot or tbe navigator or the ground crew 

I can tell you tbat -- will not panic; and it we 

can just keep tbe passengers from trJ1Dg to sort ot 
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tbrougb. 

4; 

MR. ROWAN: Talking about tb.ia 

political ooa11t1on to come out ot tne meeting ot 
two aootetiea, the American Deaooratio partJ 
bas owed quite a lot ot its power in the past 
years to tbe legro vote iD tbe big cities ia 
America. But ve bear more and more d1eoontent 
among Begroea. Do JOU think tbat the Demoorat1o 
par~v111 continue to hold the Negro vote in urban 
areas ot Amerioa 1D 1968? 

'lHB VIOE-PRBSIDEN'l: Well, I th1Dlc 
tbat I could get a lot more 1ntormat1on from you 
tban JOU oould from me on this, carl. I read ubat 
JOU write. I will &&J tb&t JOU are a ver1 persuasive 
journalist. 

would JOU like to take this one~ 
untutored bit of comment? 

MR. ROWAN& Yes. I want to know 
bow JOU see it. 

THE VIOE· PRES IDEM' t You kaov, 
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everJth1ng is a obo1oe between alternatives, 
partioularlJ wbea tbe d&J ot deo1s1on comes. 
When you see tbe various opponents, JOU alv&JB 
bope tbat yogr favorite. ideal candidate v111 be, 
alter all, a political candidate, tbis man wbo 
ne~er lived and probably ·'never will, but JOU 

vould bave it so. 

MR. ROWANs I thought tbat you 
were going to say Bobby KeanedJ. 

MR. DAVIS: I tbougbt JOU vere 
going to mentioa me. 

'rHE VICE-PRESIDENT: But, &DJVaJ, 
we are going tbrougn a period like tbat nov where 
all of the grievances one bas -- and ve all bave 
some -- are more or less put up against the background 
ot the peraon who ve would like to see as a candidate 
in kind ot a Utopia that one will never bave, but 
we still hope to find the candidate someday~ somehow 
to make our dreams oome true. 

Then, atter the conventions ·- tbe 
Republicans nominate 1n July and tbe Democrats, 1n 
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August -- ve take a look at vho tbe oand1datea are, 

and then we oome down to the real-lite oaad1datea 

and baveto aake a obo1oe between poor earthlJ 

mortals, none v1tb our ideal qua11tiea but aen v1t~ 

limitations and abilities and oapac1t1ea and 

inabilities and 1noapao1t1es, and there are 

promisee, and there &re aaauranaea, an~t t1mee tbere 

are laoke ot aaadranoea, but wben theJ come down to 

it, I believe tbat most ot the people, of vbom we 

are epeakiag, not juat in the Negro commun1tJ 1 

but tbe vast majoritJ ot tbe A.erioan people voa 0t 

cb&nge. 

MR. ROWANs Tbe liberals, too? 

'!'1m VICE-PRESIDENT' I believe tbat 

tbe 11be~la will come home, too. I believe tb&t 

tbeJ will oboose tbe man vbo baa been villiD& to 

work along vith them to help them. I belieYe tbat 

we bave boen constant aboot our liberal tr1enda. 

I oons1der •Jselt a Liberal. I bave not resigned 

from tb.e b.umaa race or the Liberals • I think tbey 

will be back, too. 



I will tell you tbe reason wbJ: 
because theJ will bave to make some ~ougn. agoni&ing 
deo1sioas or sutter terr1blJ. 

IIR. ROWAN& I tllink JOU bave a 
nunoll who will run asa1ast President Jobnsoo~ 

HE VICE-PRBSIDENT: I keep readi ng 
Jour column. 

MR. DAVIS: Do you view tb.e 
o&nd1daoy ot Governor Wallace seriously as a 
threat to tbe oountrJ, viewed ia tne ligbt of 
raoial proble•a th1a summer? 

'l'HE VICE-PRESIDENT: I bave great 
taitn 1a the American people. 'l'be American people 
are certainly a ateady, aelt·reliant, sensible people . 
Tbey uauallJ oome up with a sood cboice. 

How, ve bad 1D 1948 Storm Thurmond 
and 1a 1948 we bad Henry Wallace~ wno bad a great 
fol lowing personally as an outstanding administrator 
ot publ1o serv1ae, and we had Tb.omas Devey of 
New lork_., and we bad Harry Sa Truman or M1saour1 
t~~ tne ~resident ot tb.e United States. Not very 



l ~'I 4;. R 

many people gave Mr. Truman muon ohanoe to be 
elected. ID taot, Mr. Devey, I tb1nk, thought be 
bad 1t prettJ mucb by bimaelt. 

MR. ROWAN: So d1d the Cb1oago 
Tribune. 

THE VICE-PRESIDEN'l': I recall tbat 
some leading publications or at least one tnougnt 
ao also. 

But the American people took tbat 
eleot1oD 1n stride. And believe me~ the Progressive 
Movement, 1t tb&t 1a vbat JOU want to call it, waaa 1 t 
verJ prosreaeive, plus the tact tbat Mr. Wallace 
tried every vay he could to oontuse tBe American 
people on internal 1aaues, to oontuse tne American 
people on domeatio issues, and Governor Storm Thurmond 
surely led a very conservative foroe io America, 
and there were people vho · were very, very 
reaationar)' and conservative vb.o auppor·ted tl1mr. 

Governor wallace, strange aa 1t may 
aeem to many people, baa quite a Populist attitude 
on aootal and economic needs~ I know some people are 
beginning to oonaider tbat taot. It 1& true tbat be 
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but vbe~ it oomes to Sooial Seourity_ velfara 9 

housias. and education, he is &asootated v1tb 
a ~umber of otber people vbo oall themselves 
L1berala. 

MR. MACLEISH: '·B.at be aaya tbat 
be wants to oloae down the Department ot Health, 
EduoatioD, aad Weltare. 

'l'BE VICE-PRESIDER'l': But tbat doea 
aot mean tbat be vaats to do away w1tn tnoae, but 
merely to return it to tbe state. 

MR. DAVIS: You were speaking of 
tb1a year aa paralleled with 1948, but in 1948 tbe 
cities vere not on tire, but tbis Je&r tbeJ may well 
be, trom everJtb1DS we bear. Is tb1s a very serious 
tbreat? I am not talking about you alone but all 
candidates. Bow will you be able to conduct a 
oampa1gn tbis year with ~acial discontent being 
vbat it is? Ia it not dangerous tor candidates 
ot botb parties to take a stand on the iaaues? 

THE VICE·PRESIDEN'l': It it 1s, ve 



will have to take tbat stand &DJW&y. Man vaanat 
put in tbe world to live toJ~ver ~ If you are 

look1QS for a purpose in 11tep look for a b1gb 

purpose. !bat is •1 belief. I kaow there are 

risks 1a everJtb1ng you do -- in personal relations, 
in publio relations, 1n financial relations, in 
all kinds ot relations. It you etand tor tne 
ott1oe ot President or Vice-President~ you ought 
to be able aad willing to make a sacrifice tor 
vbat you stand tor. I really believe tbat. 

I don•t neoeaaarily think tbat tbat is going to 
bappeo to anyone, but you doa~t know wbat the price 
will be or hov b1gb. At times the prioe will ba 

high in terms ot angui&hg tatiguea pain, aod 

defeat. I bave bad some ot tbat, and I know a 
little bit about tbat, but I bave also had some 

v1otor1es. and I know about tbatc 

Let me say a word about the o1t1esQ 
I doa•t think tbat predicting tbat tbe cities will 
be put oa tire or tbat tnere vtll be violence is 
helpful. Tbere may be. But there may be aometn1ng 
else, too. Aa a matter ot tact, vbat I tbiDk we 
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really need today in Amer1oa is a positive program 
tor tbe American people about how ve can reotity the 
injustices io our aoo1etJ in a peaoetul manaer. 
I appeal to the American people to set an example 
tor the world. We oan make tomorrow very much more 
peaoefUlJ we can bave a soo1al reYolut1on~ it need 
be, in an evolutionary, peaceful manner. Here tte 
are the most educated people in the world blessed 
w1tb tbe most freedom, the moat blessed people on 
the race of the earth. It we oan°t do something 
about our problema peacefully, who oan? 

Wben I hear people sa71ng thsy 
want peaoe in tbe vorld, I say, "Tbe place to start 
is at home." The first plaoe to get peace is right 
where you live. We oan get 1t in tne cities, the 
tovna, and the countryside. I think we oan. 

MR. MAOLEISH: Do you tbink: tbat is 
et111 possible this year? 

!~!HE VICE-PRESIDENT: Yes. I think 
we must not only think pos1tivelybbeoause tbat isn't 
tne problem. but we must aot tbat way. we must otter 



.. 

51 

nope to tbe American people, not just by allowing 
them or urging them to look to waabington~ 
Tbere ia always that tendency, whenever tne taak 
may be Gomp:11oated 1 not to look to yourselves but 
to see wbat washington can do~ Let me tell $OU 

this, gentlemen& Create a better America 1D your 
home town. Tbe Pederal Government ougnt not to 
bave to do all ot tbeae things. The Government 
is big enough alre&dJ. You need more local 

. adm1n1strationo You need more co-operation and 
better understanding between tbe looal government 
and the private citizenry; you need more involvement 
ot Americans w1tb the oommun1t1es in ~niob the~ live~ 
for instance, programs wnerebJ the s t udents and tne 
faoulty work 1n the metropolises , nalp the oitiee 
revise their obartars, help .enforoe and or·ee.te nev 
lava required to make tn1e a mora equitable nd 
better society, belp to ease tens1ona by helping 
people olean up tbe slumso There 1a planty ot 
work tbat is tbere to be doneo Sometimes I have 
tb.ougb:t that those who carry tbe biggest signs and 
about tbe loudest are tne bardest ones to find when 
there ia work to be done with the d1eadvantaged, 
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teaoll1ng the little ob.1ldren. teaching the little 
boys and s1rls to learn to read, helping tbe man . 
to get a job~ tra1n1ns b.1m tor a job, cleaning 
up slums. Tbe meatal tasks are tb.ere to be donea 

Wbat about helping people actually olean up their 
living quarters so tbat tb.ey are pnysically more 
attraot1Ye? Tbose are some of. tne little things 
tbat I oan tb.1Dk ot. 

MR. MACLEISHz Mr .. V1oe=Pres1dentv 
do you feel that JOU and President Jobnson are 
going to win tb.1e year? 

'l'HE VICE· PRES IDEM'! a Yea .. I th1Dk 
President Jobnaon will be reeleotad. I nope I can 
serve v1tb b.1m. I know one thing: If you bave 
served by pr1no1ples, it you nave stood by you~ 

oonv1otiona, even wben people don ' t agree v1th ~out 
they bave a teodeno1 to respect you e I don 3 t think 
a man 1~ politics is often loved~ but he ia often 
respected~ 

MR~ l~CLEISH~ Have you an, doubt 
that you will be on tne ticket witn tbe Prae1dant? 
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THE VICE-PRBSIDEW.r: I don•t bave 

&OJ knowledge ot tbat. I think tbat•s a dec1s1oo 
tor the Democratic Ooaveotion to make. I hope I 
will be worthy ot their favorable consideration. 

MR. MACLEISH1 Do JOU tll1nk tbat 

Senator McCarthy will bave •uob persuasion? 

!BE VICE-PRESIDENT: I doo•t think 
ao. I will &&J tbat ve bave a twenty-7ear-old 
friendship~ and I doD 8 t intend to see it go down 
tbe drain because ot d1ttereooes over some rather 
important issues. 

MR. ROWAlh Do you tll1nlc tbat JOU bave 

lost some support in Minnesota since you bave been 
V1oe-Pres1dent? 

THE VICE- PRESIDENT: You cannot be 

Vioe-Preaident ot the United States and b&ve a war 
in Southeast Asia and taka a stand oo vital isauee 
at home without losing a tev constituents, but JOU 

gain aome, too. 

Oarlg I will tell you what I tbink. 
I WbUld not deviate from what I am doing because ot 
the loss ot a tew people who said they were friends ~ 

I have a great privilege. I am 
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Vioe-Presideot ot this country. This is a wonderful 
thin& to b&ppeo to the bo7 wbo was born above the 

drugstore in Soutb Dakota. I nope to be worthy ot 

tb1s b1gh ott1oe. 

I think my job is not to try to 

be popular but to try to ease the burden of tbe 

President. to try to help promote the programs we 

have talked about -- tbe youth programs, the housing 

programs, tbe education programs -- to keep these 

tb.inga moving. 

It I bave yielded my life to h81P 

a single lite, save the life of one person, I tbink 

tbat will bave been a pretty bappJ, ricb lite tor 

me. 

I will put it to you tbis way; 

To b.elp more people to a better lite, what greater 

goal oould there be? 

MR . MACLEIS!h On tha·t no to, I a.m 

afraid we must end this# our hour conference , and 

we tb&nlc you very much~ Mr. Humphrey b for be1DJ~ 

w1tb us tb1s evening for tbe past nour 0 s conversation 

with the Vice-President ot the United States. 

Tbank1ng JOU 1 I am Rod MaoLe1ab$ on behalf ot my 
colleagues. O·,rl Rowan and Sid Davia. tor a ver-y 
good evening .. 
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