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Thank you very much. Our good féiend,
Bill, my fellow members of A.F.T.R.A.: -- 1'd
like to just make a few observations before 1
go into my well-prepared remarks (along the line,
of Senator Mansfield's lack of pre-notice.) -
I want to say that after seeing that
gag newsreel tonight, I know what is meant by
the "other body." (You're a little slow, boys.)
And I would like just to observe that :
am migkty happy to appear before all of you in
radio and television, 1live. (I'd like to see
what you tape- and film-cutters can do on me now. )

- I know our beloved'frieﬁQ{_Sgﬂﬁtdr Dirksén,
was to be with us tonight, but really wiat youbasﬁeduf
for was the "Minority Leader'", and in light of the
polls relating to this Administration, I'd just
like to say I'm prepared to fill in.

I ﬁould like to further gom@ent that I,
too, like Senator Mansfield, was asked Eo Mmaleal Al
humorous 3 to 4 minute speech"; I replied: -- That's

the biggest joke of the evening. I can't even make
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one that isn't humorous in 3 or 4 minutes. As a|
matter of fact, I haven't even gotten around to g
saying hello. |

But I do want to thank you for the home
movies., They are a good deal better than anything
I've seen thus far on the networks.

Now, let me revert for a moment back to
my friend, Senator Dirksen. I was going to say a
word in his behalf, but I &hink I'll not, Il do
think that because he is not here, and I'm priviieged
to be yielded his time, that you all ought to le:&n
back.

The other evening my dear friend, Ever-t{t,
spoke at th e Republican seance that they had heia

in Washington and he mesmerized the customers fo;

about 40 minutes (practically up to my standards:ﬁow).

A Possible "Coup"

I've sald a number of times a few things
about my office. By the way, I want you to know that
ever since the 25th Amendment has been'passed, the

Marine Band plays when I come in -- you can never tell

when there will be a coup in this town. Other Vice
Presidents didn't even get the D, C. Police Band, up

until then.



Continuity in the Vice Presidency

|

I told all you folks I was golng to dojsome-

thing for this office. I've saild on other occasions,
in all sSeriocusness, that this nation needed some | sense
of continuity. History records that John Adams sald

of the Vice Presidential office, "It is nothing or
everything." (It appears at this stage thét the lat-
ter is not quite realized.) This country does néed
continuity. Since my dear and good friend, Senator
Dirksen, is not hefe, since Senator Hatfield has
spoken, and Senator Mansfield has spoken == I.think
that I ought to offer myself as sacrifice to both
parties -- I'm available on eicher ticket, come 1968.
There is so much tension and so much divi-
sion in our country, it seems So me we ought to have
something or someone to unite arcund. T've beccre
accustomed to coming to these dinners, and I don't
know whether you'll ever get a Vice President that

will want to come as much as 1 do.

"Opportunism'to Speak

So, now, let me just observe one or two
other things because I do have very serious remarks
here tonight. In the words of George Romney, "I am
delighted to have this opportunism to speak to ydu

tonight."
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I want to say for my friend, George, he's
a fair-minded Mr. Clean whose slogan for 1968‘is§
"ot a welfare state, but a state of Opportunism:
for everyone,"

This is a time, you know, for fun and
games for our Republican friends. Romney sald that
Percy was an opportunist; Percy said Romﬁey was a
gentleman; Barry Goldwater said he was for Dick
Nixon, and Dick Nixon said he was leaving the

country. 1 think that sort of takes care of the

partisan situation for the evening.

Senator Dirksen and Coasular Treaty

I'm very sorry Ev isn't here, because 1
wanted to indicate why he'd cone-out for the Cor-
sular Treaty. You may wonder what convinped hinm to
do so. Well, there was some very high-level negu-
tiatlions that were taking plécc -- the Russilans
agreed to make the Marigold the national flower of
the Soviet Union; Secretary Rusk assured Ev that he
wouldn't commit a consulate in Pekin, Illinois; and
the Russians agreed to sell copies of "Gallant Men"
in the Soviet Union., CBS wlll finally get there,

I guess.

Rebuilding the Democratic Party

I want to make one or two other observations

here that I had in mind,
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Bill Roberts has really laid down the
gauntlet tonight. He mentioned that I'd been giyen

the migsion of rebuilding the Party -- and in the

w

presence of John Balley. I don't think he should

have done that. Or even in the presence of Larry
O'Brien, I don't think he should have done that
either,

In the words of Will Rogers, "Neither
John Bailey, nor Larry O'Brien nor Hubert Humphrey
belong to any organized Party -- we're Democrats.

For the life of me, - can't imagine why
all of these commentators worry about Democratic
Party "organization." We never have; what are you
worried about it for?

But, Bill, I want to say about my Demo-
cratic associates, as compared to the Republican3
(even with the list that you gave us) we give reél
meaning to the immortal words that are found in so
many places, "E Pluribus Unum." Because we're a
closely knit famlly; we're literally kissin' and
lovin' cousins, compared to Reagan and Rockefeller,
Javits and Thurmond, Percy and Tower, Romney and
Goldwater, and Nixon and Kuchel. But we really
do hope that the boys do get along together for a
little while.
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Mergers

Tonight, I want to talk about mergers.

(I hope that my friend who journeyed with me out to
3t. Louls is not here tonight from the Anti-Trus%
Division, )

There are some things that we ought to
talk about. I'm not sure that all of thése merga2rs
are really helpful, Some are and some aren't. Now
you take CBS and the New York Yankees. I don't
really know which happened to what or what happened
to whom in that one. Then, there was NBC and RCA.
That's pretty good; got a let of citat ions. Thefe's
Time and Life and General Learning; and I want to
tell my friends from Time and Life, considering
what Keppel's been doing to General Learning, ycu
all better look after your jobs. :

Then, there is Westinghouse and Betty
Furness -- or should I say the White House and letty
Furness . Then, there is ABC and ITT; I don't know

why they want to get together; ITT already owns Avis.

But possibly it "Hertz" not to own ABC.

Relations with the President

Ladles and gentlemen, I thought tonight I
ought to tell you of my relatlionship with the White
House. Some of my friends have asked, "How are you
getting along with the President?" I have always

replied, "Just exactly as the President wants me fo
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get along with the President." But I don't believe
that that's enough to convince people who are afflicted
with the virus of the credibility gap. I must quote
Disraeli who explained his success with Queen Victoria.
I want you to know tonight -- whoever may be in this
room —vioever aspires to be Vice Presldent, this should
be your code; and don't you ever, ever even defect
one inch. Disraell said of hils relationship wita
Queen Victoria and explained his success -- ( ani
this is the secret to the Johnson-Humphrey syndrome, too)
"I never refute; I never contradict; and I sometimes
forget.,"

All of that 1is so helpful.

But in a moment like fthis I do believe that
a word of serious thought is well in line. We'vz2
- heard from two very fine public servants, a distling-
uished new United States Senator who honors his state
and his office, and from, in my mind, one of the finest|
gentlemen who ever served in the Senate of the United
States, this distinguished Majority Leader, Mike
Mansfield.

Controversy, Dissent and Popularity

These are days of controversy  and days of
dissent, days of division. DNeedless to say, weiwprry A
about these divisions, and we arec, at times, concerned

even about the dissent. But I would suggest that we

remember the words of one who, on cother occasions,
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has been at youwr dinners -- now departed, but a éreat
spirit in our national 1life, never ever reaching]the
Presidency, but always carrying with him the chafacter
and the nobility that would have graced any offilce,
The man I refer to is Adlail Stevenson who
gave the definition of a free society. He sald a
free society is a society "where it is safe to be
unpopular.”
With that suceinct, concise phrase, th:
whole story of freedom 1s embodied. DBecause 1t
not always necessary to be popular, but it is ve'wy,
very important to be free. I can't help but thiik
what Thomas Jefferson said in his first Inaugural
as I tried to think what I might. say to you toni :ht

that would be worthy of your attention,

Power of Press, Radio-TV

You are the men and the women who convey
the news programs and entertainment, cultural liie,
information and education to the Amgpic?n people.;'

The power of fadio, the poﬁer of television
are almost beyond our imagination. The integrity of
men or women who operate or manage the outlets of
radio or television -- is absolutely essential to
a free-sbciety. !

Jefferson recognized that there is always’
the possibility of human fallibility. He said in

his Inaugural Address, "The error of opinion hay
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be tolerated where reason is left free to cambat' if."

Whatever we may think of those who dis:gree

with us, whatever may be the view of those in power
and to those who challenge that power, and the d:2-
ecislons of those in power, let it not be forgott:n

that where there 1ls freedom of reason or where r:ason
is left free to combat any opinion, freedom does

prevall,

No Short Cuts to Security

I happen to be one who believes that t:iere
are no short cuts to national securify. I happe:n to
believe that the struggle with tyranny 1is not a
hundred-yard dash, but an endurance race. And 17
there are no short cuts to natiohal security, Ehen
I think it can be said with eqgual definiteness énd

candor that there are only short cuts to defeat.

Speaking Out

So, my message to you tonight is to persevere

in respect for the right of dissent and not to yield
to the temptation to hush it. Persevere in the path
that this nation sets for itself and do not be
deflected or diverted to less important dutiles.
Persevere in the cause of freedom and 1iUs protebfion
and remember that we are where we are, not becaﬁse we
were indecisive, not because we ' were weak, and not

because we were without principles.
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We are where we are, because we stood

fast when it was needed; we stood firm when it was
required; and we had great faith when the need wa:

there to have that faith.

Salute to TV-Radio

I salute the radic and television corros-
pondents. I salute all of those associated with them
in the United States of America. I do it, because I
happen to believe that with whatever limitatlions or
weaknesses we, as human beings, may exhiblt from
time to time, as Winston Churchill said, "Democ acy
is the worst possible form of government except all
others." And what we do with our weaknesses is :till
the best, regardless of all others.

Thank you very much.

Ht
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Poast Presidents of the
c/? adio and Television Cozwifwnc{zntﬁ,
Hssociation

*

MR. FuLToN LEWIS, JR., 1939-40
MR. ALBERT L. WARNER, 1940-41
Mr. H. R. BAUKHAGE, 1941-42
Mr. FrREp W. MorrIsoN, 1942-43
MRr. Eric SEVAREID, 1943-44
MR. EarRL GoDWIN, 1944-45
MR. RicHARD HARKNESS, 1945-46
Mr. Rex R. Goap, 1946-47
Mr, Wirriam M. (Bir) HENRY, 1947-48
MR. ALBERT L. WARNER, 1948-49
Mr. ELMER Davis, 1949-50
MRr. WiLriaM R. MCANDREW, 1950-51
MR. WicLarp F. (BiLL) SHapEez, 1951-52
MRr. Horris M. SEAVEY, 1952-53
MR. MARTIN AGRONSKY, 1953-54
MR. RicHARD HARKNESS, 1954-55 [
Mr. WirLiam CosTELLO, 1955-56
MR. JoserpH F. McCAFFREY, 1956-57
Mzr. RoserT F. HURLEIGH, 1957-58
Mr. EpwarD P. MorGAN, 1958-59
MR. JuLiAN GOODMAN, 1959-60
MRr. Davip BRINKLEY, 1960
MRr. LEwis W. SHOLLENBERGER, 1960-61
Miss AnN M. Corrick, 1961-62
Mr. RoBERT H. FLEMING, 1962-63
Mg. WrLriam B. MoNROE, JR., 1963-64
Mr. WeLLs CHURCH, 1964-65
MR. STEPHEN J. McCoRMICK, 1965-66
Mr. J. W. (BiLrL) ROBERTs, 1966-67
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Finally, on a More serious note.
It was on]
y a few days ago that a specia] Presidentia]

Commisgj
sion br
ought to our country a clear warni
Ng -- a warnin
g

=
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- I could not help but be reminded on that occasion that
Abraham Lincoln had warned us more than a century before that
'""a house divided against itself cannot stand."
Also, only a few days ago, a good friend of mine turned to

me after reading the morning neWSpa}é;; and said: "There just

isn't any good news here. I've never been so discouraged.

don't see any daylight anywhere. "

I just
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discouragement

Yet, for Americans, not so

never he satisfied i
until our high
gher dreams ang
as

| Piration
achieved. o

I think America can Prevail

4E

I have confidence that we shall.

For, in the words of President Harry Truman, 'it is not
our nature to shirk our obligations. We have a heritage that
constitutes the greatest resource of this nation. I call it the
spirit and character of the American peoplN

it
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