DRAFT OF REMARKS FOR PRESIDENT'S APPEARANCE
AT GRIDIRON CLUB

-—Mﬂl very recently I had always been puzzled

about the Gridiron Club

m-# m;r impressed by the affluence

all about me: e EXTERFIve-eui-oi-ctoththe piiteedge-dining-hails,

: ngered

Wyoux.dables. And I have always wondered to myself: "Where
does all this opulence come from ?"
e
But I wonder no longer. Before coming over here tonight I

got an apologetic sort of & phone call from M Helms - and I
M

found out I wouldn't be confronting the private sector tonight, after
oo e — e W

all.
-

[ Now that it is all in the family, I feel a good more at ease

7

sharing with you tonight some of the trials and tribulations of they/Me

Presidency.
e
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For most Democratic Presidents, as you know, the major
source of criticism has come from the business community. Not
so for me, Why, just the other day, I was talking with two
cutstanding Mrs in the business world -+ wealthy, aggressive,
hard-driving Texans, deeply concerned about the status of free
enterprise in America. We had a long talk, and I could hardly
believe my ears -« these tough businessmen agreed with almost
every point I made. When they left tha-owad-offte® I sighed with
relief and told my secretary, "Those are good men; make a note

of their names -« Bill Moyers and Jack Valenti. "
L [ — ‘
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9. the major eriticism % comes not from

businessmen but from intellectuals, and as I was talling my tong
s ey

just the other day, that is a situation that must be rectified. The



intellectuals, I pointed out, are interdicting our lines of communicationye
———

they are terrorizing our spo!u.mel:’ t

Vol ditn st wreHelisd

Mﬂ We thought of all the

standard remedies: a task force on intellectuals, a commission on
intellectuals, 2 special department headed by a secretary of

intellectuals, an ambassador to the intellectuals, an embassy for

the intellectuals - hubnetiimprrssnmedtasalis the problom. We @bl

thought of asking Arthur Schlesinger to become Secretary of State

itk o8\

and letting Dean Rusk write the books . thought of having the book
A

hovin '
publishers come down and w‘hﬂiﬂﬂﬁ‘ﬂfﬂ} walk out -~ but

nothing really seemed to hit the spot.

thought. I have studied all tife reports from all the sources,I have

spoken to the experts, I M.l trip to New York to analyze



the intellectuals at first hand, to talk to those for the intellectuals
and to those against the intellectuals. But I have been studying a
-
new political technique from mg and I will say this, and
I'll say it as firmly as I cnn/ and put it on the record tonight forcefully
and vigorously before all of you: mi:'t have a position about
intellectuals, butj do hope to have one before November, 1968,
Until then, think it is unfair of the press to try to get w
to take’a position on the inedllectuals.

" S——————

I know you all want to hear tonight about &ass feud with Senator
frsnsdsict KatoAnas
Robert Kennedy. As I have analyzed !tﬂﬁm ‘N
cause for grievance. I'll give you an example. Just last Thuudny‘\‘“‘ M
’ had a normal day scheduled at the White House: two speeches,
six appointment announcements, a short press conference, a long~
awaited letter from Prime Minister Kosygin -~ and it was on that

very day that Senator Kennedy picked to make his speech, totally



» _—
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obscuring our news from the front page.y

r-

But that is really only a little thing. You know that what really

concerns me deep down is Senator Keanedy's future role in po

I look to the future, and as I remember Senator Kennedy's past political

» extremely high political

history, I can visualize a titanic struggle for

office. This struggle will occur in nry near future between Senator

Kennedy and & man who is tonight «« who I must admit has handled

his present ‘office in flawless fashion. I can see it all now <= and
Is #f at the thought of the confrontation «- in 1970 in Sacramento.
: s
!
s i~ Before finishing, I do want to welcome Governor Reagan to

Washington tonight. You know, Governor, it's a city very much like

New York: a nice place to villt’ but you wouldn't want to live here.g

e
t

( I understand that Governor Reagan is really here to Ieu'n\,

a|bit more

l{thﬁ poverty program. The Republicans TS M

L
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I tell yen tanight, with t&{upnt sincerity that I possess,

mxmuaonymnﬁumn\nanuanau:m 1am
P

ucwhmnxyﬁm:muum\nhm- room who

r_(.‘
't\
would not like t_gm that same result. Imyt-m I cannot
/ \
&
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promise -, that when we gather for next year's
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at that time in a free Vietnam -- and I hope we il be able to




?j;‘f is !t A NN VErTATr ) \‘# Tha “TPHMany
Wme. p"v"b

Peace means many things:

-=- Preventing conflict if i)os sible;

-- _Assuring that aggression does not succe :’ We still hold *M

to the historic words of President Truman, spoke twenty years ago: 'L

believe it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples
who are resisting attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside
pressures, ' % TVH Mo Dectrine. wal ﬁ"‘“"*d f Save
; Py T

-- Peace also means helping nations build the strength and
comidencebﬁﬂw&ﬁﬁgwhich makes them invulnerable
to aggression; and

-- It means trying with every resource of mind}mﬁheart and
imagination to translate a conflict on the battlefield into a negotiation and
an honorable pe9 JGM

I have spent most of today talking with our President, and what we

talked about was all these dimensions of peace.

fich said this:
"Americans a i setnam because we have determined that
nist domination, Ever since

liantly to maintain

rth,
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. '"By 1961 it became apparent that the troubles in La and
the troubles in Vietnam could easily expand. It is also .. that
the CommWynist attempt to take over Vietnam is only ; of a larger
plan for bringjing the entire area of Southeast der their
domination,

"Though it is oxly a small part of the & ea. geographically,
Vietnam is now the mogt crucial, If ’na.m should fall, it will
indicate to the people of Sgutheast Xsia that complete Communist
domination of their part of the rld is almost inevitable. "

This letter was written by ple Pxesident of the United States to the
sister of a man who gave hig lfe for hisscountry in Viet Nam. It was
signed in March 1963 by esident Kennedy) His words still represent
the policy of this natifn. But our policy in Viet Nam is peace -- not war,
And I can tell you a.t if there is the slightest indigation of a willingness
to end this n the other side, our President will seize it,

Every fiplomatic seismograph is turned on in every part of the world

and we Are ready to start talking in public or in private, conditionally or

: Just about this time a week from now the President and his senior

advisers will be on their way to Guam.! E:hey will be conferring there with

Ambassador Lodge, General Westmoreland and the finest military and

diplomatic team this nation has ever developed to carry forward the struggle
L . “

against aggression’\ to seek an honorable peace, and to build the kind of



nation the people of South Viet Nam want for themselves and for their

children,

I am sure that he will carry from you -- as he will carry from

me -- prayers and good wishes,

QMH’Y’ 1 7{‘01 yo-p' MM‘L

of [recidwmt E|imhonne — & Man i~
eWmSs who was alSe a man of flanesn.
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To TED VAN DYK
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