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J""" c new generation of fghthg men is returning to
’
America.
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. Z Tney return from what is surely one of the most

difficult conflicts this nation has ever known. .. a distant

war...awar in which our restraint and our judgement
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are being tested as much as_our power.

[t is a war, nevertheless, to defend those enduring
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ideals for which Americans have always been willing to

sacrifice -- national independence self determination
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human freedom, and stanlg_ asting peace. Y
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2 Let me say on behalf of all Americans to those who

have fought so well in Vietnam; We know what you have

done. Your nation is proud of you. We are deeply grateful.
fﬂ #

é True/ you do not return to the parades and brass bands

e s S

that have greeted many veterans in the past.
ﬂndeed, the loudest sounds you may hear are those
M

of our democracy debating its course at home and abroad.
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But do not mistake the sounds of democracy in action

e TR i

as tnank|essnessLTake them as proof that the United
T R e

States is still a free country. .. a place where people have

the right to speak up -- even if we totally disagree with

them. .. a nation worthy of our sacrifice. ,l
L
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Z No repayment is truly enough for the price America's
Fp—

veterans have paid in Vietnam and elsewhere But we

are doing our pest to provide for those who have fougnt for

us. .. for their wives and children. .. for their widows and

orpnans. )/.,,q tasplicr ot Pidind —
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A new G. 1. Bill of Rights is today helping 400 thousand
S e b o LT [
ex-servicemen and women continue their educations/
[Two nhundred thousand Vietnam egerveterans have already
S eu——

purchased homes under VeteransAdministration-insured
#

mortgages.

Z\ In January, President Jonnson asked Congress to

——————

increase G.|. home loans from seven thousand five

- —

hundred dollars to ten thousand dollars. Lhe President
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has also called for expanded health and vocational

renabilitation services for veterans.

4 Those are practical, basic benefits -- familiar in one
CEE——— ety @

way or another to most veterans of World War 11 and Korea.
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éut now, for the first time, we have begun to recognize

an entirely new dimension in our public obligation to

—

America's veterans -- an obligation to assure every veteran

full and equal opportunity in the society he has helped

\ to defend.

A
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Z Full freedom to enjoy life, liberty and the pursuit
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of happiness has always been an American dream, a‘
has become a reality for a vast majority of our citizens.
[ But as we are all painfully aware, some have been

J
left out, They have been disabled by poverty... by rural

backwardness and urban blight. .. by discrimination...

by inadequate education...yes, sometimes by public neglect.

" o '
Z The left-out people of America rightly want to be'let
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in.* And this nation is moving as never before to see that

-
-

they are.
——T

4 There are American veterans who bear the wounds
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of poverty and blighted opportunity -- wounds more painful
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and debilitating than many received in battleézWe are
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determined that those wounds shall be healed.

How?

—
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4 The first step is to give disadvanta%d young Americans

a better chance to enter the service/ Roughly 1. 8 million
“

young men reach military age each year in the United

States. As many as 600 thousand of them -- fully a third --

[

are unable to qualify for induction{ In some areas the
M

failure rate for draftees ran as high as 60 per cent.

<auanswer is Project One Hundred Thousand,

designed to provide special preparation be}ore basic

training to draftees and volunteers otherwise unable to

B e Eees

pass their induction tests.

A Project One Hundred Thousand works,l Ninety-six
i T

per cent of the first 50 thousand participants graduated

from basic training -- almost the same rate as for all

traineesLSome went on to non-commissioned officer

schoolsg/ In this, its second year, and in each year from
e

——

now on, a hundred thousand men will be enrolled.
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4 Those men are learning skills that will mean

successful military service.bhey are earning too --

dlgmtz and opportunity.
LBut there is something else | consider importantg

They are getting their first chance to serve their country,
S

T
<You may remember John Stuart Mill's observation:

-——

" Let a man have nothing to do for his country and he will

have no love for it. /

men who are about to re-enter civilian life

without adequate civilian job skills, there is training

S ﬂ —
under Project Transition in the last six months of serviceg
e R
In classrooms and at work benches, through counseling and
Wmrrroes—mn T T e =

job placement servicesj, they are prepared for new civilian
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Z In addition) the Veterans Administration has vastly

. e o -—-—"t.‘:d
expanded its counselling service -- not in hard-to-find e
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government offices, but right in the battlefield and in

—_— )

,oﬂ‘l the hospitals 20 -Um%
0 i i
' |' A The Department of Labor has established 2 nationwide,

M

" personalized employment service to help every returning
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veteran find work that means something to him.

All of this adds up to more than a fresh start for the

T e

returning veteran. |t means new resources of leadership

-

and talent for communities across America.

LTo make the best use of those resources? President

Johnson has now proposed the Veterans in the Public
R T R S S R L

Service Act of 1968. This act would provide incentives to

# = W
encourage men who have already demonstrated their
#

devotion to their nation to serve further --in the

=

school room or the hospital ward, in police and fire
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departments, in the rural hollows and urban slums --

wm——— —

wherever Americans need help.




K A week ago we read these bleak lines in our morning

papers: "Our nation is moving toward two societies, one

black, one white -- separate and unequal, " Perhaps,

g
But not in the armed forces.
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/_ Not in veterans hospitals, which you helped integrate

back in 1953,

LNpt in the VFW.

LAnd not in the hearts of men of all colors and creeds

who have fought and bled for their country under just one

name -- American. —O'Nf&-”‘m Mm'zzy\

—
I\Ever since President Truman's courageous 1948 order

integrating the armed forces, American armed forces have

L

T———

been out front in real integration -- integration not just

-

in law or in words, but in practice.
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In the last two decades asi®t of young Americans

T ST Ay

have lived together, trained together, fought together

——— =
and come to know each other as they never would have

in their home towns.

-

Z_“Heart is heart, blood is blood -- what difference
T e

- Sawms el - Sbvw'ﬁ(““ Nie

does race make?"
AT T,

L Those are the words | heard from our men in Vietnam.

T

AThere are two simple but important lessons for our
tlr_n_qs in that experience:
L First, integration works. [
[ =SS
It improves morale and increéases fighting strength
[ ] T S A AT R L T T S T A
by giving every soldier a feeling that he has a stake worth
defending in America.

4 And | don't need to give this audience the statistics

to prove that courage. . .wi_ll_iggness to volunteer for

hazardous duty...bravery in the face of the enemy...are
PEEEE—— ST A= T =

qualities that seem to emanate from the heart, not from
—y

the skin. ’

L
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,ﬁ,— =3 The second lesson is this: Those supposedly

human
deep-rooted, life-long, built-in/prejudices do .1'.12:[ take

L s 1

generations to disappea r.&\!here there is an important
e ——

job to be done -- and where there is equal opportunity

and equal dignity for all=eprejudice seems to evaporate

fairly quickly.

Z We can ask a young man to put on a uniform and
send him to a combat zone.
LBut far too often we do not permit him to live and
work on equal terms at home.

LHe can become an officer and have ultimate

responsibility for the very lives of American %n
EEE————

the battlefield.

T

A But it's far more difficult for him to become the

officer of a corporation here at home.
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LWe trust him with the most complex and sophisticated

weapons ever devised when the safety of this nation is
- —— -

e e

at stake.
L But we too often don't trust him with responsibility

for an assembly line when the very ideal of democracy

g

is being tested here at home.

Z We offer him an integrated bunker but not an

S e T

integrated neighborhood. 'l
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LThis country cannot afford to let its first-class

_h_“

soldiers return to second-class citizenship -- and that
_— — —

is just what is happening to far too many Vietnam veterans

today.

A We have made enormous progress toward equal

opportunity in these past few years -- especially in
building a solid framework of laws and programs for

the future.
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Z But w or program will produce results quickly
enough to make sure that every serviceman returning
from Vietnam carries the equal opportunity of the service
with him into his community.

A Nothing a grateful President can say will equal the
impact of a community which says, ”Thmou, Mr,

Serviceman. We're proud and happy to have you back

among us. "
EESTESETEETEE

L So | call on you as veterans...as men who are now
employers and mayors and city councilmen and
community leaders...to make sure your whole community
does reach out to these men.

ZVisit them in their homes as soon as they return.

4 Find out what kind of work they are interested in.

L Call their special abilities to the attention of your

——my

public officials.
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Z_Tell them about the new opportunities for public

service jobs with decent salaries that have opened up

=TT

since they have been away.

[ See that they get hired.. . that their wives and

s o

families are welcomed. .. that the real America they

-

return to looks as much as possible like the ideal they

have been fighting to defend.
A And help America mobilize this new generation

of veterans, Keep them together, not only as a force for

a better America, but as living proof that America can
———

s

and will make full citizenship a reality for all.

LT T T e

L Why not, for instance, new VFW posts in

neighborhoods and even on college campuses where
———— =

there are increasing numbers of veterans today?

= —

e
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Z Why not a special "buddy system" where each of your

members will take on responsibility for helping a returning
y housi g) education if he needs it?

Z Now,' more than ever, our country needs citizens

such as yourselves,willing to help provide jobg, schooling,

T

decent housing) recreational facilities where they live,
LFor, if we fail, it will not be so much because any
specific government failed. [t will be because our free
society failed.
... because taxpayers waited for someone else to pay

for community services;

. because Chamber of Commerce and union members
in a thousand American cities did not throw open
the doors of job opportunity;

. because government officials were more concerned

with their precious jurisdictions than with the

people living within them;
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. because school boards and PTA's forgot the cost
of ignorance in a free society;
. because builders, land developers, and real estate
people failed to meet a national housing crisis;
. because a complacent or fearful majority ignored
the long-deferred rights and aspirations of an

increasingly impatient minority.

We have problems. But as President Johnson
observed in his State of the Union Message:

"If ever there were a Nation capable of solving its
problems, it is this Nation.

"If ever there were a time to know the pride and

excitement and hope of being an American, it is this time."
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And if ever there were a time when our society

needed the competent and courageous leadership of

men willing to stand up for their country -- America's

veterans -- it is now.



REMARKS
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT HUMPHREY
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS

WASHINGTON, D.C.

March 11, 1968

I come here today to visit with you as a fellow American.
I come today to reason with you about the probiems of our nation.
I do not come here in the spirit of partisanship, region or any form
of prejudice.

Our country faces very difficult days. We have a hard
struggle on our hands in Southeast Asia. We are called upon to man
the ramparts of freedom in many other parts of the world. We face
difficulties here at home in our cities and rural areas. And yet,
here we are, the richest nation on the face of this earth, andowed
with great resources of skill and technology, of wealth and abundance.
Still, with all of this, we have the poor, the needy, the unhappy and
the bitter.

We bave the problems in our citied, the problems with our
young and the needs for our elderly . . . . On the international scene
there are difficulties the likes of which this country has not faced

for many a year.
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But I tell you this only to remind you that we have the capacity,
we have the means, we have the wherewithal to meet every one of
these problems at home and abroad.

Do We Have the Will?

The only question before this nation is: Do we have the will?

And I am here to talk to you about that. That is why you are
here in Washington. And your presence in this city is so welcomed
and so needed; we really need to hear the voice of the people, and we
need to hear from you.

America needs to be told once again that it is a great land,

a great people, a great nation. The strong, confident voice of fellow
Americans must be heard throuljhout this land -- not the voices of
doubt or cynicism, not the voices of weakness or despair, but the
voices of confidence, the voices of strength, the voices of justice
and determination.

I don't know any organization in the United States that more
typifies that voice of confidence and of strength . . . that voice of
justice and determination . . . than the voice of the VFW.

The late President Kennedy said to this nation five years ago:

"Freedom and peace are not cheap; we, or most
of us, shall live out our !ives in a period of peril,

challenge, and danger."
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Ladies and gentlemen, that is a concise description of the
last half of the 20th Century.

There isn't any doubt that we live in a period of peril and of
danger and of challenge. And knowing that this is the kind of a
period in which we live, then we must gird ourselves for the battle.
We cannot shrink away from duty. We cannot withdraw into our
shells. We cannot leave the world as if it were of no concern of ours.
We have no choice -~ thatiaifwmttobeagre&t!goﬂx. worthy
of our heritage -- except to take our stand and to remember that this
world of ours shrinks in size every day, even as it intensifies in
danger.

If there is any one concern I have as an American today, it
is this growing development in our land that somehow or another the
problems of the world are too big for us; that we need to withdraw;
that we need to come home; that we need to get away from it all.

My fellow Americans, if that should become the policy of this
land, then the best days of this nation have already been lived.

We cannot retreat from any place . . . and I can tell you that
we don't intend to retreat from any place!

I do not come here today to discuss with you the intimate
details of military strategy or policy. Iam not the Commander-in-

Chief, But I am his loyal Vice President, and 1 am proud of it.
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I am not coming here today to discuss with you the most
recent developments at the front in Vietnam, or the many fronts;
you know them. You will be hearing from people in your deliberations
who will be able to give you a great deal of detailed, pertinent
information.

I want to talk to you a little about our purpose, why we are
doing what we are doing, and why we need your help.

And . . . before I forget it . . . to express thanks and
appreciation for your help. What a tower of strength you have been.

Now, a new generation of fighting men is returning to America,
and, I believe I am correct, over 45, 000 of these men have already
become members of this great organization. Many more will become
members, and it will be a wise decision on their part.

They return from what surely is one of the most difficult
conflicts that this nation has ever known. They return from a distant
war -- regrettably not very well understood by their civilian counter-
parts. They return from a war in which our restraint and our judgment
are being tested as much as our power,

The Lonely Struggle

It is a war, nevertheless, my fellow Americans, to defend

those enduring ideals for which Americans have always been willing
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to stand and sacrifice: national independence, self-dete rmination,
human freedom and, above all -~ a stable and lasting peace.

Remember, the battle for peace is a lonely struggle. Only the
courageous dare make it. Peace does not come with appeasement, if
we have learned anything in the last fifty years, nor does it come with
reckless use of unlimited power. It comes with prudent judgment.

It comes with determination. It comes with a willingness to see things
through.

Now, this war, or this struggle, is one in which our national
security is involved. Make no mistake about it" The loss of Southeast
Asia as a part of the free wor d would upset the very delicate balance
of power in this world today in a very dangerous manner.

The attack is on at several fronts. Not only in Vietnam - but
in Laos, in Thailand, in Burma. The Communists are playing for
keeps. This is no small-time struggle. It is of significant proportions.

This is a war, the outcome of which is vital to the future of
Free Asia. And, therefore, it is vital to the future of the United States
of America.

There are those who say: "Why stand here? Why not wait and
see what happens and stand some place else? "

Well, ladies and gentlemen, I believe that this generation of

Americans -- your generation of Americans -- has learned the danger
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of delay, of appeasement, of waiting. We do not want Armageddon
on the installment plan. We think it is better to take our stand before
it is too late.

This conflict is not so much a test of our strength as of our
will, The outcome will be decided not only by what happens in Vietnam
but what happens in the United States of America. And that is why
you are here!

Remember that Ho Chi Minh and General Giap, the strategists
of the Communists of North Vietnam, have said that this struggle
would be won in Washington and America, just as they said they won
their last one -~ in Paris.

All the more reason, therefore, that the citizenry of this
country understand the stakes, the meaning of the strugglie . . . and
all the more important that you carry that message to the people.

Great Decisions

I often say to myself, and I say it to you, what kind of a
world do you think this would be today, after your sacrifices in World
War II, if Mr. Truman, then President of the United States, had
backed off when Josef Stalin said, "We are going to have Iran." (And
he said so, only a year after the end of hostilities.) But President
Truman said: "You are not going to have it. You are going to get out,

and, if you don't, we are coming to see that you do get out."
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What kind of a wor!d do you think this would be had Mr. Truman
not had the courage in his time as Command-in-Chief to say that Greece
and Turkey should not become a part of the Communist empire?

And, he enunciated the Truman Doctrine, which was not a
popular doctrine in its time.

What kind of a wor!d do you think this would be had we not met
the threat of the Berlin Crisis in 19487 Our answer was the Berlin
Airlift, when ceiling was zero and a million people had to be fed and
clothed, and given fuel.

What kind of a world would it be today had someone not had the
courage to face Communist invasion in Korea? When it appeared, if
you please, that we were almost defeated, barely hanging on -- only to
come back. And today, there is an independent South Korea, even
though it lives under constant threat.

What kind of a wor!d would it have been had we not faced up to
Mr. Khrushchev at Cuba . . . in the missile crisis?

Ladies and gentlemen, every one of these decisions was a
tough one, every one of them fraught with danger. At least one of
them -~ Korea -~ involved thousands of dead and hundreds of thousands
of casualties. Yet I think the thoughtfu! people in this wor!d know
that every one of those decisions was vital . . . not just to the United

States . . . but vital to a peace because there is no peace where the



law of the jungle prevails. There is no peace where aggression is
condoned, There is no peace where subversion and intimidation are
the pattern of human and political conduct.

The battle for peace is a lonely battle. It is not for the weak
or the timid or the cowardly. It is for the strong.

What Do We Seek?

And to those who today accuse our nation of not wanting peace,
let me say that this nation has sacrificed thousands of its sons in the
cause of peace since Wor'd War II. We have done as much or more
than any combination of nations. The fact that there is a wor'd today
in which there is a hope for peace is in no small measure due to the
gallantry of these men who have fought for it, and to the decisions
of this Republic, since World War II -- the decisions to take our
stand rather than to let the power of Communist tyranny, of imperialism,
of aggression, run wild,

Aggression unchecked is aggression unleashed.

And, mark my words, every signatory to the Charter of the
United Nations has a solemn obligation under the terms of that Charter
to resist aggression -~ those are the words -- and to promote se f-
determination.

I will simplify my statement by saying this . . . that the highest

call of statesmanship is the search for a just and enduring peace. That
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has been the quest of this nation. We have never sought anyone's
territory. We have never sought to dominate any people. We have
never sought dominion or domain. And those who are our critics
know it.

The threat to peace is not from America, and the roadblock
to peace in this struggle in Vietnam is not in Washington. It is else-
where. It ie in Hanoi, and it is in the minds of the Communists.

I want you to carry this message of our relentless pursuit for
a just and honorable peace -- one that is worthy of free men.

We seek to destroy no one. We seek to conquer no one, But
we do seek to help people in that great process that we call nation-
bullding. We do seek to help to promote national security for ourseives
and for others. We do seek to promote national development, for
ourselves and for bthers.

We know that freedom and independence are meaningless
without security and without development. We know there is no
development without security; and there is no decurity without deve op-
ment.,

We Americans know these things, and the sooner we make this
message c.ear to the whole world, the sooner these tragic struggles

will be brought to a conclusion.
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Oh, how America today needs a clear, unequivocal voice of
conviction and determination. Not to be belligerent, not to be bellicose,
not with the voice of a conquerer, but with the voice of a protecter,
the voice of a nation that has committed its resources and its people
to the greatest commitment of all: a real, meaningful, just and
enduring peace. That is what this country is all about,

That is what Abraham Lincoln said. That is what he meant
when he said: "This is the last, best hope of earth." And we are.

Ladies and gentlemen, if we falter in our responsibility, what
hope is there?

If we, with our strength and our wealth and our ability, are
incapable of meeting the thrust of the aggnicor. the tactics of the
guerrilla, the intimidation and the subversion of the Communist, then
who is capable of it? What hope is there in this world?

Regrettably, the mantle of leadership brings no privileges.
The mantle of leadership gives you no benefits, no luxury. Leader-
ship today imposes a terrible duty and burden upon one -- individually
or as a nation.

And, whether we likeeit or not, my fellow Americans, we are
leaders.

Now, we can abandon it, but if we do we will pay the horrible

price -« if not now, later on.



I don't think we are going to abandon it.

So let me say, on behalf of all Americans, especially to those
who have fought o well in Vietnam: We know what you have done.
Your nation is proud of you. We are humbly and deeply grateful.

Speak Up for Freedom

True, you do not return to the parades and the brass bands
that have greeted many veterans in the past. Indeed, the loudest
sounds that the veteran of Vietnam may hear is that of our democracy
debating its course at home and abroad. But do not mistake the sounds
of democracy in action as thanklessness. Take them as proof that
the United States is still a free country, a place where people have the
right to speak up, ewen if we totally disagree with them . . . a nation
worthy of our sacrifice.

My fellow Americans, I do not believe inhhushing people's
voices, but I ask you to speak up. Speak up for what you believe in,
speak up for your vonvictions, just as others speaimup for theirs.

Now, no repayment is truly enough for the price that America's
veterans have paid in Vietnam and elsewhere. I want to talk to you
a little bit about the future.

I haven't any doubt as to the ultimate outcome of this struggle in
Vietnam. Ihave no doubt that the American people will see it through;

but I do want to make sure that the enemy understands it. I want our
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enemy to know that we are not sunshine patriots. I want him to know
that if it is good or if it is bad, we can take it. I want that enemy

to know that his cause is hopeless, and that inevitably his purpose
will be defeated. And the sooner that the enemy knows that, as a
message from America and the free world, the sooner there will be
peace . . . peace in Vietnam and peace throughout this world.

Make no mistake about it -~ your government will fulfill its
duty. Whatever may be your views as to whether we do the best or
not, there is one thing I would think all Americans would agree on:
We have over a half a million men in the field in Vietnam. I think
they are worthy of our support.

They are also worthy of great care when they return. We are
doing our best to provide for those who have fought for us, their
wives and their children, their widows and their orphens.

It ie true, my fellow Americans, that the people that are
making the sacrifice in this struggle are the men that are there, and
their loves ones back here.

Paying the Bills

Quite frankly, the rest of us are not doing much sacrificing.
And it is interesting to note that those who complain the loudest are

not the ones who are sacrificing the most.
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I hope that in your deliberations you will consider all of these
matters. Might I even say, paying the bill for this struggie.

I don't think Americans feel very clean at heart when they know
that they have not even committed time nor effort to this cause, when
so many of their neighbors have had 2 boy who has been wounded, a
son who has been killed. The least that we can do is to want tof&hhare
in some of the cost. Iknow it is not easy to ask people to pay taxes.

But, my fellow Americand, we are not only in trouble in
Vietnam . . . we have to protect the value of the dollar . . . we have
to make sure that this economy remains strong so that when that
veteran returns, he comes home to an economy that offers him a job
and a decent place to live. And I know of no better way to do it than
to live up to our responsibilities . . . to at least pay the bill as we
go on in this struggle.

It is always good to put things in perspective. Just before I
left, I was presiding over the Senate -- we always have a few debates
up there on these matters, as you know, I want and called the Defense
Department to give me a figure, which I want to give you here today.
One of the great miracles of this war is the fine hospital care, the
medical care that's been given our men. The helicopter has given
us mobility. Thoese brave men that go in the midst of battle and 1ift

out the wounded. I have seen them do it. I have been there.
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Some of the bravest men in the world, in this war, do not even
carry a gun. They go right in, these corpsmen. Some of them who
have religious scruples about combat have gone in bravely to rescue
people. And our quality of care im something that every mother and
father can be proud of.

91/2 per cent of the wounded in this war return to duty. And
the number who are picked up from the battlefield is far beyond any-
thing that we have ever known before . . . guick hospitalization,
prompt medical care. Within 25 to 30 minutes, a wounded man is back
to a base hospital, receiving the best that his nation and this world
can provide.

I am mighty proud of that. We do everything we can to even
make it better.

Obligations to the Returning Veteran

But when that veteran returns, that is where we come into some
other matters that need to be discussed.

Now, we have been doing something about this in your Congress,
and in the Administration. A new GI Bill of Rights is today helping
400, 000 ex~servicemen and women continue their educations. Already
200, 000 Vietnam veterans have purchased homes under Veterans

Administration insured mortgages.
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In January of this year, President Johnson asked Congress to
increase GI Home Loans from $7, 500 to $10,000. He also asked for
expanded health and vocational rehabilitation services for veterans.
Those are practical, basic benefits, the ones I have mentioned; they
are familiar to you because they came to most of the veterans of
World War II and Korea.

But now, for the first time, we have begun to recognize an
entirely new dimension in our public obligation to America's veterans.--
an obligation to assure every veteran full and equal opportunity in the
society he has helped to defend; full freedom to enjoy life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.

This is the American dream and the American promise. It
has become a reality for most of us, at least for a vast majority of
our citizens,

But, as we all are painfully aware, some of our fellow Americans
have been left out. They have been disabled by poverty . . . by rural
backwardness and urban blight . . . by discrimination . . . by
inadequate education . . . yes, sometimes by just sheer public negiect.

The left-out people of America rightly want to be let in. And

this nation is moving as never before to see that they are.
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Healing the Wounds

This is going to be one of the dividends of this time and period
of trial. There are American veterans who bear the wounds of poverty
and blighted opportunity -- wounds more painful and debilitating than
many received in battle. The wounds of battle, thank goodness, many
times are healed. The question is, will the wounds of poverty and
blighted opportunity be healed?

We are determined that these wounds shall be healed. The
question is: How?

The first step is to give disadvantaged young Americans a
better chance to enter the service. Roughly 1, 800, 000 young men
reach military age each year in our country, and as many as 600, 000
of them -~ fully a third -- are unable to gualify for induction. This
is frqquently due to deficiency in education, or some minor deficiency
in health that is correctable.

In some areas the failure rate for draftees runs as high as
60 per cent. And I think it ought to be known that where there is a
high rate of failure in induction in one area, it means that another
area must pick it up. So everybody has a stake in this.

One answer that we have proposed is Project 100,000 «-
designed to provide special preparation before basic training to draftees

and volunteers otherwise unable to pass their induction tests.
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Project 100,000 -~ it tells the number -- works. Ninety-six
per cent of the first 50, 000 participants graduates from basic training,
almost the same rate as for all trainees.

Some went on to noncommissioned officer schools. In this, its
second year, and in @ach year from now on, 100, 000 more men will
be enrolled. These men are learning ekills. They are getting an
education. Their heaith is being improved. And these skills will
mean successful military service, and, after military service, a better
life,

Above all, they are earning dignity and opportunity, and that is
what this country shou!d and must stand for. But there is something else
that I consider important. They are getting their first chance to serve
their country. And remember the words of a great British philosopher,
John Stuart Mill, who said: "Let a man have nothing to do for his
country, and he will have no love for it."

Ladies and gentlemen, when you are left out, as the kids /lay,
you just bug out. You don't care,

"Let a man have nothing to do for his country, and he will have
no love for it."

To put it in the affirmative: "Let a man have something to do
for his country, let him be 2 part of it, involved in it, and he will

love it."
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What Are We Doing?

For those men who are about to re-enter civilian life, without
adequate civilian job skills, there is now training under Project
Transition in the last six months of service. Many of you men never
knew these things in your service. In classrooms and at work benches,
through counseling and job placement services, they are prepared for
new civilian jobs.

In addition, the Veterans Administration has vastly expanded
its counseling service -~ not in those hard«to-find government offices,
but right on the battlefield and in the hospitals. Two of these service
stations are now in Vietnam. Five more are opening. There are 20
centers in the in the 20 major cities of the United States -~ ten already
established, ten more by the end of this month, with many more to
come. There are 57 regional offices and 166 veterans hospitals, with
improved counseling service for the returned veteran,

The Department of Labor has established a nationwide per-
sonalized employment service to help every returning veteran find
work that means something to him,

Now, all of this adds up to something that I would like to call
just a fresh start to the returning veteran. It means new resources of

leadership and talent for communities across America.
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To make the best used of these resources, President Johnson
has now proposed the Veterans in the Public Service Act of 1968. This
Act would provide incentives, to encourage men who have already
demonstrated their devotion to their nation to serve further -- in the
schoolroom, in the hospital, in police and fire departments, in
municipal and state service, in the rural hollows and the urban glums -«
wherever Americans need help.

A week ago we read these bleak lines in our mozrning papers:
"Our nation is moving towards two societies, one white, one black --
separate and unequal."

Perhaps -- if we let it happen; but it need not happen.

Freedom in Uniform

Thank goodness, it has not done so in the armed fbwces of the
United States. There, believe it or not, in a military organization,
the essentials and the ideals of democracy are at work. Because a
man is treated on the basis of his ability. He is treated as a man.
4And thank goodness that this separate but unequal treatment is not true
in veterans hospitals, which you helped integrate back in 1953, And
it is not true in the VFW. Look across this room.

And it's not in the hearts of the men of a'l colors and creeds
who have fought and bled for their country just under one name --
American; and under one flag -- American. Same blood, same mud,

same people -~ Americans.
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And that's the way they ought to be treated when they come
home; not merely when we send them abroad.

Ever since President Truman's 1948 order, and a courageous
one, integrating the armed forces, American armed forces have been
out in the front lines in real integration -- not just in law and words,
but in practice.

In the last two decades millions of young Americans, millions
and millions of them, have lived together, trained together, fought
together, some of them died together, and they have come to know each
other as they never would have in their home towns.

Heart is heart, blood is blood -~ what difference does race
make? Those are the words I heard from our men in Vietnam.

The NBC Television put it the other way: same mud, same
blood.

There are two simple but important lessons for our times in
this experience.

First, integration works.

It improves morale. It increases fighting strength by giving
every soldier a feeling that he has a stake worth defending in America.
And I don't need to give this audience the statistics to prove that
courage, willingness to voiunteer for hazardous duty -~ bravely in the

face of the enemy -~ are qualities that seem to emanate from the
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heart, not from the skin.

I think General Westmoreland took care of that beautifully
when he was back talking to his fellow Americans.

The second lesson is this: Those supposedly deep-rooted,
life~long, built-in human prejudices that we all seem to have do not
take generations to disappear. Where there is an important job to
be done -~ a job of life or death -~ and where there is equal opportunity
and equal dignity for all -~ prejudice seems to evaporate rather
quickly.

Integrated Foxhole -~ Segregated Neighborhood

Now, we can ask a young man to put on a uniform and send him
into a combat zone, and we do; but far too often we do not permit him
to live and work on equal terms at home,

He can become an officer and have ultimate responsibility for
the very lives of American men on the battlefield, and I have seen
them,

But it's far more difficuit for him to become an officer of a
corporation, or evem a small company, when he returns home. And
there are very few companies or corporations that have to take on the
duties that a division commander or a regimental commander or a

brigade officer has to take on.
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We trust this man, this veteran, this soldier, with the most
complex and sophisticated weapons ever devised, when the safety of
his nation is at stake; but we too often don't trust him with the
responsibility for even an assembly line back home, when the very
ideal of democracy is being tested here at home.

We offer him an integrated bunker at Khe Sanh, but all too
often refuse him an integrated neighborhood right back home,

Now, this government and this country cannot afford to let its
first-class soldiers return to second-class citizenship. And that is just
what is happening to far too many of our Vietnam veterans today. The
time to call a halt to it is now. Now! So that every young man that
is called up for the service of his country knows that . . . knows that
which he is called upon to fight for and die for -- 8, 000 miles away
from home -- he can have when he returns: a free country.

1 know we have made great progress -- especially in building
solid frameworks of laws and programs for the future.

But, my fellow Americans, no law or program will produce
results quickly enough to make sure that every serviceman returning
from Vietnam carries the equal opportunity of the service with him into

his community.
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Nothing a grateful President can say will equal the impact of
a community which says: "Thank you, Mr. Serviceman. We are
proud and happy to have you back among us."

What Can We Do?

So I call on you as veterans, veterans of foreign service, as
men who are now employers and mayors and city councilmen and
community leaders and religious leaders and labok leaders . . . to
make sure your whole community does reach out to these men,

They get an awful lot of criticism while they are gone; and, as
I said, they get few parades when they come back. Their effort is
constantly debated here on the home front. I sometimes wonder if
they don't become terribly discouraged.

The least that we can do is when they come back say that we
are appreciative, we are grateful, and we are going to do the best
that we can to offer them what every man is entitied to: a chance,
an equal chance, with no barriers; a chance to be a first-class American
in a first-class country.

There is only one kind of citizenship in this country, that is
first-class citizenship; and there isn't a higher title that you can give
any person on the face of this earth than to be known as Citizen of the

United States of America,
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Now, my {riends, these are simple things to do, but let's
not forget them. Visit these men in their homes as soon as they
return. Iknow you do. But I want this message to get to others
besides in just the VFW. You can't do it alone.

Find out what kind of work they are interested in.

Call their special abilities to the attention of your public
officials. See that in your city, your county, that the United States
Employment Service is doing its job, that the mayor is doing his job,
that the governor is doing his job. See to it that every returned service-
man has a chance for a good job. He doesn't want a handout; he isn't
looking for a we!fare check. He's entitled to every benefit that this
nation can bestow upon him, and the greatest benefit is an opportunity;
an opportunity to make something out of himself right back home.

Tell these men about the new opportunities for public service
jobe, with decent salaries, that have been opened up since they have
been away. We need these men desperately in our municipal services.

See that they get hired, that their wives and families are
welcomed, that the real America they return to looks as much as
possible like the ideal that they have been fighting to defend.

And help America mobilize this new generation of veterans.
Mobilize them, keep them together, not only as a force for a better
America but as living proof that America can and will make full

citizenship a reality for all.
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Why not, for instance, have new VFW Posts in neighborhoods
and on college campuses where there are increasing numbers of
veterans today? Who better can teil the story of what it is all about
than the man who has been there?

Why not a special "Buddy System' where each of your members
will take on a responsibility for he ping a returning veteran find work,
housing, education if he needs it?

Now, more than ever, our country needs citizens such as
yourselves, willing to help provide jobs, schooling, decent housing,
recreational facilities where they live,

For if we fail, it will not be so much because any specific
government failed. It will be because we all failed. It will be because
taxpayers waited for someone else to pay the bill for the community
services . . .

- because the chambers of commerce and union members in a
thousand American cities did not throw open their doors for job
opportunities . . .

- because government officials were more concerned with their
precious departments and jurisdictions than with the people living
within the cities . . .

- because school boards and PTA's forgot the cost of ignorance

in a free society . . .
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- because }i)nﬂdera and land developers and real estate people
failed to meet a national housing crisis . . .

- or because a complacent and fearful majority ignored the
long-deferred rights and aspirations of an increasing, impatient
minority.

Doing the Imppssible

I know we have problems. We always have.

You know what's made this country great? Doing the impossible.
Ordinary people can do what's possible. Any country can do just all
that needs to be done. But what has made America what it is today
is that it has accomplished what other people said could not be done.

We were the first with government by the consent of the
governed. We were the first to hold a great nation together after a
bloody war amongst our peoples. We were the first to apolish slavery.

We have been the first to span a great continent and to develop
a great economy of this size. We have done the impossible, and that's
what made us what we are.

So, my fellow Americans, if there ever were a time when our
society needed the competent and courageous leadership of men willing
to stand up for this country, and I am talking about America's veterans,

it is now.



27+

I want to thank you for listening to me. I didn't come here
to tell you how to fight a war. I think we have men who know how to
do that. I came to tell you, my friends, what your government is
determined to do its duty, to see this thing through, to gain a just and
an enduring peace.

But I also came to tell you that after the shooting is over --
and it will be -« and when men return to their communities, we want
them to return to a better America. We want them to come home to
know that what they fought for and what we told them that they were
fighting for was real. We cannot afford a hoax. We cannot afford
deceit. What we must give them is promise and fulfillment.

And I call upon you to be in the vanguard of equal opportunity
for every American, to make American citizenship the high honor
that it ought to be, the high honor that you have made it in your own

ranks. So let's get on with the job.

# & #
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COMMANDER JOSEPH SCERRA: My com¥ades, since
assuning the high office of Commander~in-chief of the
Veterans of Forelgn Wers of the United States, I have had
many great honoxs, but I know that today will live forever
and remain one of the highlights of my term of office, fox
1 have the opportunity of presenting to you a truly great
and patriotic ‘mevrican.

He is a man that this organizaticn has honored on
many occasions; he is a man who, over the years and despilte
his busy schedule, has always found time for the Veterans
of Foreign Wars of the United States, He is a man of
courage and conviction to match, and, I might add, he is
ouz kind of guy.

Today, as the second highest public official in
pur Nation, he continues to speak our type of language.
There i3 no gquestion in his mind about the rightness of
our cause. There is no question inm his mind, or ouvrs, about
whether or not frecdom is worth fighting for. He is not
one of those who would succumb ©o the siren call of
appeasenenty

He knows, as we kvnow, that Communist aggression
cannot be allowed to go unchallenged. He undevstands

perfectly that since its inception the citizens of our



great Nation have always risen to the challenge of those
who would take ouxr freedom and the Exeedom of the oppressed
everywhere,

At this time I want you to assure him that he
has the enthusiastic support of the 1,400,000 members of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States in his
endeavors to inform this Nation of our struggle against
Communism.

Further, I want him to know of our great admiration
for him and the manner in which he has supported his
Commanderein-chief,

(Applauses)

My comrades, it is with pride and humility that
I present to you a great patriot, an outstanding ‘fmerican,
one of our Nation's most eloquent spokesman, the Vice
President of the United States, Hubert H. Humphrey.

(Applause.)
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Thank you very much,
(Continued applause;)

Thank you. Thank you,

Commander~in-chief Joseph Scerra, . Senior
Vice Commander-in-chief Richard Homan, and our good friend,

your Executive Director Cooper Holt, and all of your State
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Commanders of the VFW, and the other Delegates and Officers
that are here, and the ladies of the Auxiliary, that I think
1 see way up there in the gallery,

(Applause.)

Commandex, you have honored me by your generous,
kind introduction. I am, to say the least, very moved by
what you have had to say; and I hope that I cam be worthy
of the tvibute that you have paid to me.

1 come here today to visit with you as a fellow
fmerican, I come today to reason with you about the problems
of our Nation. I don't come here in the spizit of
partisanship, reglon, or any fomm of prejudice.

Ouxr country faces vexry difficult days. We have a
haxd struggle on our hands in Southeast Asia, we arve called
upon to man the ramparts of fveedom in many other parts of
the world; we face difficulties here at home in cur citles
and rural aress; and yet, here we ave, the richest nation
on the face of this earth, endowed with great resources of
skill and technology, of wealth and abundance. 4nd yet with
all of this we have the poor amongst us, the needy, the
unhappy, the bltter, problems in our citles and problems
with our young and needs for our elderly.

On the international scene there are difficulties,
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the likes of which this country hasn't faced for many a year,
But I tell you thig only to remind you that we have the
capacity, we have the means, we have the wherewithal to meet
every one of these problems at home and abxoad.

The only quesiion before this Nation is: Do we
have the will?

snd T am heve to talk to you about that. That's
why you ave here in Washlngton. And youx presence in this
city is so welcomed and so needed; we really need to hear
the voice of the people, and we need to hear from you.
America needs to be told once again that it is a great land,
a great people, a great Nation, And the strong, confident
volce of fellow mericans must be heard throughout this
1and =- not the volces of doubt ox cynicism, not the voices
of weakness or despair, but the voices of confildence, the
voices of strength, the voices of justice and detemmination.

1 don't know any organization in the Unlted States
that more typifies that voice of confidence and of strength,
that volce of justice and detemmination, than the voice of
the VEW.

(Applause,)
The late President Kemnedy said to this Natiomn

five years ago that "freedom and peace are not cheap; we, or
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wost of us, shall live out our lives in a period of peril,
challenge, and danger.”

Ladies and gentlemen, that is a concise description
of the last half of the Twentieth Century.

There isn't any doubt that we live in a perlod of
peril and of danger and of challenge, And knowing that that's
the kind of a period in which we live, then we must gixd
ourselves for the battle, We cammot shvink away from duty,
we cammot withdraw lnto our shells, we cannot leave the world
as 1f it were of no concern of ours; we have no choice ««
that is if we want to be a great people, worthy of our
heritage == except to take our stand and to remembexr that this
world of ours shrinks in size every day, even as it intensi-
fles in danger.

if there is any one concern I have as an American
today, it is this growing development in our land that
somehow or another the problems of the world aze teo big for
us to have enything ¢o do with, that we need to withdraw,
that we need to come home, that we need to get away from it
all,

My fellow Americans, if that should become the
policy of this land, then the best days of this Nation have
already been lived.
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We cannot retreat from any place. And I can tell
you that we don‘t intend to retreat fxom any place.

{Applause.)

1 do not come here today to discuss with you the
intimate details of military strategy ox poiicy. I am mot
¢he Commander=-in-chief, But I am kis loyal Vice Fresident,
and proud of it,

1 em not coming here today to discuss with you the
most recent developments in the front in Vietnam, o¥ tne many
fronts; you know them. Aand you will be hearing from people
in your deliberations that will be adle to give you a great
deal of detailed, pertinent infommation,

1 want ©o taik to you a iittle about our purpose,
why we ave doing what we are doing, and why we need your
help.

and, before I Zoxrget it, to express thanks and
appreciation for your heips What a cower of strengih you
have been.

Mow, & new generation of fighting wen is Teturning
to America, and, I believe I am correct, that ovexr 45,000
of these mena have already become membexs oi this great
organization; and many more will becone members, And it

will be 2 wise decision on thelr part.
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They return from what surely is one of the most
difficult conflicts that this Nation has ever known. They
return from a distant wax -- regrettably mot very well
understood by their civilian counterparts. They retumn from
a war in which our restraint and our judgment are being
tested as much as our power,

it is a war, nevertheless, my fellow fmericans, to
defend those enduring ideals for which Amexicans have always
been willing to stand and sacrifice: national independence,
self-determination, himan freedom and, above all, a stable
and lasting peace.

Remember, the battle for peace is a lonely struggle.
And only the courageous dare make it, Peace does not come
with appeasement, if we have learmed anything in the last
fifty years, nor does Lt come with reckless use of unlimited
powexr, It comes with prudent judgment, it comes with
detemination, and it comes with a willingness to see things
through.

Now, this struggle in which our -~ this war or this
struggle is one in which our natiomal secuxity is involved.
And make no mistake about it. The loss of Southeast Asla as
a part of the Free Woxld would upset the very delicate

balance of power in this world today in a very dangexous,



very dangerous mannex,

The attack is on in several fLronts, Not ;nly in
v1etﬁam, but in Leos, in Thalland, in Buvma. The Communists
are playing for keeps. Thls is no small-time struggles it is
of significant proportions.

Thie is a war, the outcome of which is vitcal ¢o
the future of Fwee dsla, 4nc therefoxe it is vital to the
future of the United States ¢f America.

There are those who say: "iWhy stand hexe? Why
not walt and see what happens, and stand come place else?”

Weil, ladies and gentlemen, I believe that this
genervation of Amevicans, your generailon of Amewvicans, has
learned the danger of delay oi appeasement, of wailting,

We do not want Armageddon on the instaliment plan, We
think it 1s better to take your stand before it is too late.,

Thig conflict is not so much a test of our stwength
as our will, The outcome wil.l be decided not only by
what happeng in Vi#inam but vhat happens in the United States
of fmenica; and that's why you are heve.

{Applause.)

Remember that Ho Chil Minh and Cenexral Glap, the

strategists of the Communlisin of Wovrth Vietnam, have sald

that this struggle would be won in Washington and america,
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just as they won their last ome, they sald, in Paris,

All the more xeason, thevefore, that the citizenzy
of this country understand the stakes, the meaning of the
stzuggle; and all the move inportant that you carry that
message to the people.

1 often say to mysclf, and I say it to you, what
kind of a world do you think this would be today, after
your sacrifices in World War II, if Mx, Trumanm, then President
of the United States, had backed up when Josef Stalin said,
"lle are going to heve Tran"”, Aand he said so, only a yeax
afier che end of hostilities. And President Truman saild,
"you are not going to have it., You are going to get out, and,
1f you don't, we are coming tc sece that you do get out,"”

What kind of a woxld do you think this would e,
wy fellow Americans, had Mz, Trucan not had the courage in
his time as Commander-in-chicf o say that Greece and Turkey
ghall not become a part of the Communist empire? 4nd he
cnumeciated the Truman Doctrine, which was not a popular
doctxine In its time,

{hat kind of a world do you think this would be had
we not met the threat of the Berlin Crisis in 19487 The
Beriin Alvlift, When ceiling was zexo, and a million people

=

had to be fed and clothed, and given fuel.
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Wnat kind of a woxl.d would it be today had someone
not had the courage to face Commuunist invasion In Korea?
When it appeared, if you pleiase, that we were almost
defeated, barely hanging on; only to come back. And today
there is an independent Soutl Korea, eveﬁ though it lives
under constant threat.

What kind of a worid would it have been had we mot
faced up to Mr. Khrugshchev ai Cuba? 1In the wmissile cxisis,

Ladies and gentlemcon, every one of these decisions
was a tough one, every one o them fraught with danger.
At icast onc of them with death and travail and privation;
with thousands of dead and hundreds of thousands of casualties
in Korea, Yet ¥ think the world now knows, at ieast the
thoughtful peopile in this wo:ld, that evexry one of those
decisione was vital not just to the United States but vital
to a peace -~ peace =~ becauue theve is no peace where the
faw of the jungle prevails. There is no peace where
aggression is condoned. There is no peace where subversion
and intimidation are the paticrn of human and politlcal
conduct.

The batile foy peave is a lonely battle. And it
5 not for the weak or the ©/mid or the cowaxdly., It is for

the strong.
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And to *those who today accuse our Nation not of
wanting peace, let me say this Matlon has sacrificed thousands
of its song in the ceause of peace since Woxrld War II. We
have done as much ox moze than any combination of natilons,

And the fect that there is a world today in which thexe is a
hope for peace 18 in no small measurc due to the gallamiry
of the men who have fought foxr i1t, and to the decisions of
this Republic, since World War IT; the decisions to take
pur stand rather than to let the power of Communist tyremny,
of ;mperaliﬁm, of aggression, wun wild,

Agoression unchecked iz aggression unleashed.

And, mark my words, every signatoxy to the Charterx
of the Unlted Mations has & solemm obligation under the terme
of that Charter to resist aggression == those awe the words --
ang to prowoite self-deteiminatlon,

1 will cimplify my scatement by saying this: That
ihe highesi call of statesmauship is the seaxch foxr a just
and enduring peace. That has been the guest of this Nation.

'a territory. We have never

-Ee'have never sought an
soughﬁ.to dominace any people. We have never sought dominion
or domaln. And those who are our critics know it.

The threat to peace 1g not from America. And the

roadblock to peace in this struggle in Vietnam is not in
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Washington, It is eleewhere, It is noi in Washington, D,C,,
it 1s in Hanoi, and it is in the minds of the Communists.
{Applause.)

L want you to carry this message of the relentless
pursult for a just and honorable peace, one that is worthy
of fzee men,

We seel to destroy no one. We seek to conquer no
one. But we seck to help pecple in that great process that
we call nation bullding., We seek to help to promote national
security for ourselves and for others. We seek to promote
national development, at home here, for ourselves and for
others,

Because we know thei frzeedom and independence are
meaningless without security emnd without development, And
uwe know there is no development without security; and thexe
is no sccuwity without development,

We Amevicans know thege things, And the sooner
ve make this message clear to the whole world, the sooner
these tragle strugglies will bLe brought to a conclusion.

Oh, how Amexica today needs a clear, unequivoeal
voice of conviction and deterxmination) wot to be belligerent,
not te be bellicose, not the voice of a conqueror, but the

volce of a protector, the voice of z nation that has conmitted
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its resources and ite people to the greatest commitment of
all: a real, meaningful, juct and enduring peace. That's
what this country is all about,

That's vhat Abrahem Lincoln sald, That's what he
meani when he sgald: This is the last, best hope of earth,
4nd we are.

Ladies and gentlemcn, if we £alter In ouxr
responsibility, what hope is thexe?

If we, with our stvength and our wealth and oug
ability, aze incapable of wecting the thyust of the aggfesaor,
the tactlcs of the guerwilla, the intimidation and the sub-
version of the Communist, then who is capable of it? What
hope is there in this woxld?

Regrettably, the mongle of leadexship brings no
privileges; the mantle of leadersghip gives you no bencfits,
no luszury. Leadewship today Imposes a terxzlble duty and
burden upon one, individually ox as a natlon.

and, whether we lile it ox not, my fellow Americans,
we arve leaders,

Now, we can abandon it, but 1f we do we will pay
the horwible prilee -~ if not now, late: Oft.

T don't think we ave going to abandon it.

So let me say, on behalf of all Zmericans, to those
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who have fought so well in Vietnam: We know what you have
done. Your Nation 1s proud of you, We are humbly and deeply
grateful., |

True, you do not return o the parades and the brass
bands that have greeted many veterans in the past. Indeed,
the loudest soundsthat the veteran of Vietnanm may hear are
tﬁose of our democracy debating its course at home and abwroad.
But do not mlstake the scunds of democracy in action as
thanklessness, take them as proof that the United States is
a8till a free countiry, a place vhere people have the right to
speak up, even 1f we totally disagree with them, a nation
worihy of our sacrifice,

My fellow Zmericans, I do noi believe in hushing
people’s voilces, but I ask you to speak up, Speak up For what
vou believe in, speak up for your convictions, just as others
speak up fox theirs,

Now, no repayment is tzuly ewough for the pvice
that fmervica's veterans have paid in Vietnam and elsevwhere.
And T want to talk to you a little bit about the future.

i haven't any doubi as to the ultimate outcome of
this struggle in Vietnam. 4nd I have no doubt that the
Anerican people will see it thwough; but I do want to make

sure that the enemy understands i1t. T want our enemy to
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know that we are mot gunshine patziots. T want him to know
that 1f the good or the bad, we can take it. 4And I want
that enemy to knmow that his cause is hopelees, and that
inevitably his purpose willl be defeated. And the sooner that
the cnemy knows that, as a message from America and the Free
World, the sooney there will be peace, peace in Vietnam and
peace throughout this world,

{Applause.)

And make no mistake about 1, your Government will
£ulfill ite duty. Whatever may be your views as to whether
we do the best ox not, theve lc one thing I would think all
fmevicans could agree on: We have over a half a million men
in the field in Vietnam; I think they are worthy of our
suppori. I think they ave worthy of it.

(Applauge.)

And they are algo worthy of great care when they
retuorn., We are doing cur ;est to provide for those who have
fought for us, thelx wives and thelr childwen, their widows
and thelr cxghans.

It is tyue, my fellow Amexicans, that the people that
are making the sacwifice in this struggle ave the men that are
there, and thelir loved ounes back here.

Quite fravkly, the vest of us are not doing much
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gacrificing, And it is inverescting vo note that those who
complain the ioudest axe not¢ the ones who are gacrificing
the most.

{appiause.)

And 1 hope that in youwr deiiberacvions that you will
consider ali of these mattews. Might I even say paying the
bili for chis struggie.

I don't chink anericans feel very clean at heart
when they know that chey have not even commaitted time or
effort to cthis cause, when 8o many of their neighbors have
bad a boy that's been wounded, a son that has been killed,
The ieast thac we can do is ©o at least want to share in some
of che cost. 1 know it's not easy wo ask people to pay
cazes, but, my felliow Amesi cans, we are not only in trouble
in Vietnan, we have wo prvtect the value of the dollar, we
have to make suve that cthis economy rvemains strong so thatc
when that vetevan retumns he comes home to an econocmy that
offers him a job snd a decent place to live. And 1 koow of
1o better way to do it than to live up to our responsibilities,
to at least pay the bill as we go on in this struggle.

(Applause.)
It’s always good to pui things in perspective.

Just before I iefe, I was presiding over the Senate -~ we
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always have a few debates up there on these matters, as you
know, I went and called the Defense Deparviment to give me
& figure which I want to give you lere today, which you
know ofe One of the great miracles of this war is the fine
hospital cave, the medical carxe that's been given our men;
the helicopter that has given us this mobility. Those brave
men that go in, in the midst of battle, and 1lift out the
wounded, I have seen them do it; I have been thexe,

Sone of the bravest men in the world, in this wazw,
do not even carxy a gunj they go xight in, these corpsmen,
Some of them who have veligious scruples about combat have
gone in bravely to rescue people, 4nd our quality of cave
iz something that every mother and father can be proud of,

91.2 pexcent of the wounded in this war veturn to
duty. 4nd the number who are picked wp f£xom the battlefileld
is far beyond anything that we have ever known before.
Quick hospltalization, prompt medical care., Within 25 ©o 30
minutes a wounded man is back to a base hospital, recelving
the best that this Nation and this world can pxovide.

I am mighty proud of that. We do evexything we can
to even make it better.

But when that veteran retuxns, that's where we coue

into some other matters that need to be discussed,
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Now, we bave been doilng something about this in
your Congress, and in the Administvation., A new O Biil of
Rights is today helping 400,000 ex-sexviceasen and wouen
contimie their education. 200,000 Vietnam vetevans huave
already purciused homes under the Veterans Aduinistration
insured mMorLgages.

in January of this year President Johmson asiked
Congress to increase the $1 Home Loans From $7,300 vo
§10,000. He algo asked fox expanded heip in vocationai
rehabilitation sexvices for vetervens,

Now, those ave practicai, basic bemefits that you
fought for, that this great organlzation tasg iobbled for,
that you have been dowa to Congress to tali about,

vnen i sexved in Congress, I used o see you
reguiarly, and aiways tried to respond to your requests.

I have yet to imow of a VAW zequest for the care of a
veteran that wasn't a veasouable, ilonovable request, and
i compiiwment you for ik,

(applause.)

Those awe practical, basic benefits, the onss I
nave weniioned; they ave familiar to you because they came
to most of the veterans of World War Ii and FKorea., 3But now ,

for the first vime, we have begun to recognize an entirely
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new dimension in our public obligation to Amezica's veterans.
i obligation to assure every vetexan, every veteran, full
and equal opportunity in the society that he has helped
defend; full freedom to enjoy life, liberty and the pursuit
of bappiness.

This is the imexican dream, and the American promise,
It has become a zeality for most of us, at least for a vast
najority of our cltizens.

But, as we all arve painfully aware, some of our
fellow Americans have been left out. They have either been
disabled by poverxty, by rural backwardness and urban blight,
or by discrimimation, or by inadequate education. Yes,
gometimes by just sheer public neglect, The left-out people
of imevica rightly want to be let in. And this Nation is
moving as never beforxe to see that they ave.

This iagoingmbeomofthediviﬁendsofthia
time end pexriod of tyxial., There are Anexican veterans who
bear the wounds of poverty and blighted opportunity, wounds
that are moxe painful and debilitating than wany that they
recelve in battle. The wounds of battle, thank goodness,
many times are healed, The question 1s, will the wounds of ]
poverty and blighted opportunity be healed?

We ave detemined that these wounds shall be healed,
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And the question is, How?

The £ivst step is to give disadvantaged young
Americans a better chance to enter the Sexvice. Roughly
1,800,000 young men reach militavy age each year in our
country, and ag many as 600,000 of them, fully a thixd, are
unable to qualify for induction. Frequently due to deficiency
in education, or some minor deficiency in health that is
correctable,

In some areas the fallure vate for draftees wTuns
as high as 60 pexcent. 4nd I think it ought to be known that
where theve is a high rate of faillure in induction in ome
arvea, it means that another avea must pick it up, So
evexybody has a stake in this,

One answey that we have proposed is Project 100,000.
Pegigned to provide speclal pwepavation before basic training
to draftees and volunteevs othexwise umable to pass their
induction test.

Project 100,000, it tells the mumber, works, 96
pexcent of the first 50,000 participants graduated from basic
training, Almost the same rate as all trainees.

Some went on to non-commissioned officer schools,
in this year, its second year, and in each year £rom now on,

100,000 moxe men will be enrolled, Those men ave learning
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gkills, they are getting an education, their health is being
improved. And these skille will mean successful military
service and, after military sexvice, a better 1life.

Above all, they are earning dignity and opportunity,
and that's what this country should and must stand for. But
there is something else that I consider important: they ave
getting their first chance to serve thelr country. And
remember the words of a great British philosopher, John
Stuart Mill, who said: "Let a man have nothing to do for
his country and he will have no love for it."

Ladies and gentlemen, when you are left out, as
the kides say, you just bug out. You don't care.

“Let a man have nothing to do for his country and
he will have no love for it."

To put it In the affimative: '"Let a man have
something to do for his country, let him be a part of it,
involved in it, and he will love it."

dnd for those men who are about to ve-entexr civilian
iife, without adequate civilian job skills, there is now
tzaining under Project Transition in the last six months of
service. Many of you men never knew these things in your
sexvice. In classrooms and at work benches, through

coungeling and job placement services, they ave prepared for
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new civilian jobs.

In addition, the Veterans Administration has vastiy
expanded its counseling sexvice; not in those hard-to-find
governmuent offices, but right on the battlefield and in the
hogpitals. Two of these sexvice stations are now in Vietnam;
one in Cam Ranh Bay. Five more arve opening. There ave twenty
centers; ten centers alveady established, ten more by the
end of this month, for veterans assistance in the twenty
major cities of the United States, with many more to come.

57 regional offices, 166 veterans hospiltals, with improved
counseling service for the returned veteran,

The Depariment of Labor has established a nation~
wide pewsonallzed cwployment sexvice to help every returning
veteran £ind work that means something to him,

Now, all of this adds up to something that I'd like
to call just a fvesh start to the returning veteran. It
means new vesources of leadevship and talent for communitiles
across dmerica. 4nd to make the best uses of these resources,
President Johnson has now proposed the Vetexans and Public
Service Act of 1968, and that Act would pxovide incentives,
to encourage men who have already demonstrated their devotion
to their Nation to sexve further: in the schoolroom, in
the hospiial, in police and fire departments, in municipal
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and State sexviee, in the rural hollows and the urban slums,
wherever Amexicans need help,

4 week ago we read these bleak lines in our morning
papers, and I call them to your attention: Oux Nation is
moving towaxds two societies, one white, one black, separate
and unequal,

Perhaps, if we let it happen; but it need not happen.

Thank goodness, it has not done so in the Ammed
Forces of the United States, There, believe it ox not, in a
wilitary organizacion, the essentials and the ildeals of
democracy are at work, Because a mam 18 twreated on the basis
of his ability, he is treated as a man, And thank goodness
that this separate but unequal is not twxue in veterans
hospltals, which you helped integrate back in 1953, And
it 1s not txue in the VFW. Look across this room =-

(Applause,)

And it's wot in the hearts of the men of all colore
and creeds and vaces and veliglons who have fought and bled
for their country just under one neme, Avexican, and undex
one flag, American; same blood, same mud, same people,
Amexicans,

And that's the way they ought to be treated when
they come home; not mevely when we send them abzoad,
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{Appiause,)

Ever since President Truman's 1948 ovdez, and a
courageous one, integrating the Amed Forces, merican Armed
Forces have been out in the fromc iines, on zeal incegration;
wot just in iaw and wozds, but in practice.

in the last two decades millions of young Americans,
millions and mililons of them, have iived together, tralned
together, fought together, some of them died together, and
they tave come to know each other as they never would have
in their hometowns,

Heart ip heart, biood is biood, Wimet diffevence
does race make? Those awe the woxds I leavd from our men
in ?1eénam.

The NBC Television put it che other way: same
mud, same biood.

There are two simple but important lessons for
our times in this expewience: Fizst, integraiion works.
it improves morale, it increames fighting strength by
giving every soldier a feeiing that he has a stake worth
defending in America. 4nd X don’t need ¢o give this audience
tihe statisties to prove that courage, willingness to volun-
teer for hazawvdous duty, bxavely in the face of the enemy,

are quaiities that seem to emanate from vhe heart not from
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the ekin,

I think General Wentmoreland took care of that
beautifully, when he was baci: talking to his fellow Americanc.

The second lesson is this: Those supposedly deep~
xooted, lifelong, built-in himan prejudices that we a‘.l.i seem
to have do not take generations o disappear; vhere there
is an importamt job to be done, a job of life or death, and
where there is equal opportwity and equal dignity for all,
prejudice seems to evaporate wather quickly,

Wow, we can ask a young man to put on a unifowm
and gend him into a combat zone, and we do; but far too often
we do not permit him to live and work on equal texms at home.
He can become an officeyx and have ultimte responsibility for
the very lives of ‘fmerican men on the battlefield, and I have
seen them; but 1t's far more difficult for him to become an
officer of a corporation, or cven a small company, when he
retuns home, And theve ave very few companles or
corporations that have to talie on the duties that a division
comnander or a vegiment commondex or a brigade officer has
to take on,

We txust this man, this veteran, this soldiex, with
the most complex and sophisticated weapons ever deviged, when

the safeiy of his Nation is ot stake; but we too ofien don't
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tm;;t him with the responsibility for even an assembly line
back home, when the very ideal of democracy is being tested
here at home, |

We offer him an integrated bunker at Khe Sanh, but
all too often wefuse him an integrated neighborhood xight
back home, | |

Now, thils govermment and this country cannot afford
€o let its flrst-class soldicrs veturn o second-class
citizenship. 4nd that is just what is happening to far too
many of our Vietnam vetezans today, And the time to c§11 a
balt €o it is nows Now., So that every young men that is
called up for the sexvice of his countxy knows that that
which be is called upon to f£ight for and die for, 8,000 miles
away fﬁmﬁ home, he can have vhen he wetwrme home: a free
country,

(Applause,)

i know we have made great progress, and I am very
grateful, espeeially in building solid frameworks of laws
and programe for the fuduwe. But, my fellow 4mericans, no
law or program will produce yesults quickly enough to make
sure that every sexviceman rcturning from Vietnam carries
the equal opporitunity of serviee with him into his community.

Nothing a grateful President can say will equal the
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Impact of a community which cays, "Thank you, Mr. Serviceman,
we are pwoud and happy to have you back among us.”

So I call on you as vetevans, veterans of foreign
sexvice, as men who are now cmployers and mayors and city
councllmen and community leaders and weligious leaders and
laboxr leadexs, to make suve vour whole comnunity does »each
out to these men,

They get an awful lot of crlticiam while they awxe
gone; and, as I said, théy goit few parades when they come
back. Their effort is constmtly debated here on the home
front, I sometimes wonder if they don't become terribly
digcouraged.

The least that we can do is when they come back, is
to say that we are appreciative, we are grateful, and we are
going to do the best that we can to offer them what every
man is entltled to: a chance, an equal chance, with no
barziere; a chance to be a flvst~class fmerican in a first-
class countzy.

Thewe i only onme wind of ciltizenship in this
country, that's filvst-class citizenship; and theze ien't a
higher tltle that you can givse any person on the face of
this earth than to be known as Cltizen of the United States

of fmerica,
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(Applause,)

How, my f£riends, tiese axe simple things o do,
but let's not forget them. Visit these men in thelr homes
as soon as they retum. I kaow you do., But I want this
message to get to others besldes in just the VFW; you can'g¢
do it alone. Find out what iind of work they ave intexested
in, call their special abiliczies to the attention of youvw
public officials, see that in your city, your county, that
the United States Fmployment Sexvice is doing its job, that
the mayor is doing his job, =hat the Govemmor is doing his
Job, See to it that every roturned sezvicemen has a chance
for a good job., He doesn't iani a handout; he isn't looking
for a welfare check. He's entitled to every beneflt that
this Hation can bestow upon dm, and the greatest benefie
s an oppowtunity; an opporitunity to make something out of
himself wight back home,

Tell these men abou: the new opportunities for
public sexvice jobs, with decent salaries, that have been
opened up since they have becn away. UWe need these men
desperately in Qur municipal scrvices. See that they get
hized, thai their wives and families axe welcomed, that the
real &mérica they wetuzn to locks as much ag possible like

the ideal that they have been fighting to defend; and help
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America mobilize this new generation of veterans, mobilize
them, keep them together, no: only as a force for g better
fmerica but as living proof that America can and will make
£ull citizenship a reality for all,

Why not, for instauce, new VIW Posts in neighbor-
boods and on college campuses, where theve aze increasing
numbers of veterans today? o better can tell the stoxry
of what it is all about than the man that's been there?

Why not a special Suddy System, where each of your
members will take on a vesponsibility for helping a meturned
veteran find work, housing, cducaiion if he needs 4t?

Now, more than eve:, our coumnizy needs ciltizens
such as yourselves, willing %o help provide jobs, schooling,
decent housing, recveatlonal facilities whexe they live.

For if we fall, it wiil not De go much because any specifie
govermment f£ailed, it will b because wé all falled;
tazpayers walted for someore else to pay. the bill for the
communicy sexvices, the chambers of commexce and union
nembers in a thousand 4Arerlecan cities did nok throw open
thelr dooxs for job opportunilties, because government
officiales were move concerned with their precious departments
and jurlsdictlons than with the people living within the

cities, beeause school boards and PTA's forgot the cost of
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ignorance in a free society, or because bulldexrs and land
developers and xeal estate people falled to meet a national
housing crisis, or because a complacent and fearful majoritcy
ignozed the long deferred wights and aspirations of an
increasing, impatient minority,

I koow we have problems, We always have,

You know what's made tchis country great? ﬁoiné
the impossible. Ozdinaxy people can do what's possible,
fny country cam do just all that needs to be done. But what
hae made Anerieca what i is today is that it has accomplished
what other people said couldn‘t be done. We were the
first with govermment by the consent of the governed. We
were the fiwxst to hold a grect nation together after a blovay
war amongst our peoples. We weve the #iwst o abolish
slavery,

We have been the Zimst to span a great continentg
and to develop a greai econony of this size, We have done
the impossible, and that's whet made us what we ave,

50, my fellow Amewicans, 1f thére ever were a time
when our society needed the comperent and courageous
leadership of men wllling to stand up for this countly, and
i am talking about /America’s veterans, it's now.

I want to thank you for listening to me. I didn't
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come here o tell you how to £ight a war. 1 think we have
men who know how to do that, I came to tell you, my
friends, that your govermmeni: is detemmined to do its duty,
to see this thing through, to gain a just and an enduring
peace,

But T also came to tell you that afrer the ghooting
is over ~= and it will be == and vhen men zeturn to thelr
communities, that we want thom to retum to a better imevies,
we want them to xetuzn to help billd a begter fmevien, we
want them to come home %o know that what they foughi for and
what we told them that they vere fighting for was xeal, we
cannot afford a hoax, we camot afford decelt; what we must
glve them is promise and fuliillment,

fnd T call upon the VFW to be in the vanguard of
equal opportunity for evexy /mevican, to make /imerican
eltizenchip the high honor that it ought to be, the high
honox that you have made it ‘n your own wanks. So let's
get on with the job,

Thank you very mucly,

(Applause,)
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