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0 Z Humphrey, of course, is a well-known Irish name.
Rt = W— EE———

1&19 heart and soul it represents are Irish, too.
Ty
But | must confess to you that | have a Norwegian

mother[ It was sheer political necessity out in my part
S

of the country, !

Not only was she not Irish. She had certain

————y [
Republican inclinations. ¢
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ZFortunately it was my father who gave me my politics --
2 i

Jefferson ame Wilson in large doses. And he used to tell
#
me, "Hubert, you respect that lady because she is
P e e b bl T T —

your dear mother and my beloved wife. But don't forget:
[ s R IR Ty

She's politically unreliable." m % SCO'H‘ | Y

il

e ata
" -

ANow | don't want this solemn occasion to degenerate
RS, .

- into a partisan meeting -- after all it is possible to b
it A ”

Irish and Republican -- so | am not going to talk politics.

Fﬂ i e s S e e pe A iy | ¥
,ﬂa}l ZYou may have noticed that the President himself

set the non-partisan tone of the season when he had all

———
the Governors down to the White House a couple of weeks
B s e e ——

ago.LI thought it was pretty big of him, too -- particularly
— ————‘

when | noticed that several of the wives were measuring

the furniture and feeling the draperies.,
WE—— J‘
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ZWeII, that is a wonderful house -- good address in r.‘rw)
a nice neighborhood.,, The plumbing works. The garbage ¢
a T T S R EE————

is collected regularly. And whenever it's cold (RGN,
TRy TR

you can count on a hot blast from Capitol Hill. !
T IS S T =

-] ] %

[ It has only four bedrooms, however. And that is

something to keep in mind if you have a big family. !

AJohnson -- Samuel, that is -- once meanly remarked:
——— ——

'"The Irish are a fair people; they never speak well of each

W
other.” That is only because oi modesty.l
A

T '
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( But | am here today to praise the Irish, and an m
easy, pleasant enterprise it is. ,w mom

Let me make clear, however, that nothing | say,

T

however sincere, is meant to endorse a candidate -- actual

e —— W =
or potential -- of Irish name for the Democratic nomination
S
in 1968.
F

L First let me say a word about a departed friend,
a man who was one of the greatest political statesmen

. . (]
America has ever known -- David L. Lawrence. === @ gt~

ot dperey.




_.4&_

Labor's champion...civil rights advocate...
friend of business...shaper of skylines...builder of
parks and highways...big city mayor...governor...

assistant to two Presidents -- he was a powerful man who

took as his cause whatever was right agd good for America. ==
Kd - - \ —+# Gﬂ#’ M -
this ghd more has been sav by the great afd

humble who have mourned his passing. SRy

25s '.'A"_l__.'_l'_‘.['.‘ll!!'!f.l‘:_‘,_h_—1.|lﬂ_i_ ----- _-_----_;‘-_-'._.-_--"___‘";_'_::_,‘.
AYou all remember that it was Dave Lawrence who virtually

assured the Democratic nomination of John F. Kennedy

T 1 r T e gy

in Los Angeles in 1960. 'é.

What is not so well remembered is that he strongly

¥ el

advisedASenator Kennedy to take Lyndon B. Johnson as

W S S
his runn

ing mate. N-& M%
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A The Irish have stood for liberty in America from

the very founding of our Republic. wishekos-Carioll
~of "Carrollton =ierpiandr-was-one-oi-dae weeltvest
E—Ey

iﬁ'signers of &ékat Declaration were born

e A

in Ireland, and yet another four had Irish names.,

L And Joseph Galloway, Speaker of the Pennsylvania
#—

Assembly during the Revolutionary War, testified before a

none-too-happy Foreign Relations Committee in the British

House of Commons that fully one-half of our ! forces l .

A—

[ '

were lrish.
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LThose fanatic hearts built the cities of America in

the 19th century.LTh@vere the people who made the

foundries and shops of Scranton hum. They and their

descendants . provided the Irish clergy who were
Ot

the teachers and leaders.e

R

z They became brave soldiers. <sinope=imy=frionds,

l

who provided| the politicians.

LAnd it was

4 Most genteel native-born Am
R prmmmsa -

politics like a call to jury duty -- solething inevitable

icans had regarded

to be endured...a duty and a sacrifice. ..but not fun.‘ To

the Irish it was a career -- no interlude but a way of life,-

"d"'f’mu vﬂﬁ%%\
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LPerhaps British oppression had forced them
W ——————

to become politicians in spite of themselvesq Perhaps it

E was because they became city-dwellers in America.
George Moore wrote: "English, Scotchmen, Jews
—— ——

do well in Ireland -- Irishmen never; even the patriot
T o2 EEE——————

has to leave Ireland to get a hearlng.

LAnd get a hearing they did. ,
E———— .

LEven the Pennsylvania lrish -- renowned for their
E———— —

retiring modesty -- made themselves heard. Indeed some
- R T TS Ty ST I e ™

of the other groups in melting-pots like Scranton have

been known to complain that "the minority"” par
p ty

had majority power.mwww
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LAs the American Revolution proceeded on this side of

the Atlantic, the Great Irish Parliamentarian, Henry
— T ———— ——

Grattan, proclaimed to his colleagues:

'"The new world has overturned the prejudices of

L e T

the old, it has let in a light upon mankind and the
T

modern philosophy has taught men to look upon each

4 other as brethern.”

Yes, that was the dream men everywhere saw coming

E——T

true in America.

LAnd indeed it has come true for the vast majority of us --

people of many faiths from many lands who havej

together, achieved a prosperity and a fulfillment which no
= T

other nation has ever yet attained.
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mind the wisdom of George Moore who said, "After
————

all, there is but one race, humanity. 'énd the great Irish poet,

Thomas Moore, perhaps best phrased the rhetorical question,
IR TP Ty Sy

d

QAR W e T LT IR G S e e e G B S S
/ Shall we ask the brave soldier who fights by our side
In the cause of mankind if our creeds agree;

Shall we give up the friends we have valued and tried

If they kneel not b

efore the same alﬁr as we' EI

f

And what is the promise the future holds for th&-Irish

2
in their adopted land? (Thomas Wolf quotation)
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Z Of course there was Hercules Mulligan, General
P —————————

Washington's "confidential aide' -- really his CIA chief --

who also organized the first New York branch of this

society. Q,, MDW!

LThen through the 19th centug this new Republic

&

\
.[b became,home for more and more sons of St. Patrick L Wng
L e
determined to be free‘bey came in millions,
- sorrowing for their homeland but determined to find

a freer land and a better future.p
ST
LThe great Irish poet William Butler Yeats wrote

ot ro e i
these bitter but hopeful lines:
"Out of Ireland have we come, \
"Great hatred, little room,
"Maimed us at the start.

"I carry from my mother's womb

"A fanatic heart."






he earliest political leaders of the Irish fashioned

Z o €

G
a battering ram to break the unjust power of hostile majority, eliminating
SR —J

religious discrimination in its various forrm:J demanding the
W P T TSI R SRS IR TR Sy

appointment of Irish as school teacher% policemen and fireme
e E—— b



LBU’[ the promise of America is not yet fully realizedy
T T s e

spelled out a clear warning to this country -- a warning that

unless men of good will are ready to/act and to give

AR e ST T

their personal commitmentl our America might be

permanently divided into two Separate and unequal societies.,,

/
AWe cannot help bein;l/reminded of Abraham Lincoln's &
/

words of more than a £entury ago: "A house divided against

ATy o e T T

itself cannot stand.
A A good friend of mine turned to me after reading
the morning Wewspaper a few days ago and said: There
y good news here. |'ve never been so

just isn't

discouraded. | just don't see any daylight anywhere."

¥V 4
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ﬁ‘irange, that in a time of such general material prosperity

wé should feel such concern and even, at times, discouragementg
- L o L e ——— ) E———— N ey




Yet, for Americans, it is not so strange.
For | believe the spirit of this country is such

that we can never be satisfied until our higher dreams

E————cT R

and aspirations are achieved.

A——— -

LAnd | believe that because we are not satisfied,

America will prevail.

o p—

| believe Henry Grattan's vision of America will be

QEETre—

realized.
—
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INTRODUCTION OF VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
BY DOCTOR JOHN A. QUINN
FRIENDLY SONS OF ST. PATRICK DINNER
SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 1968
SCRANTON, PENNA.

A man as renowned as our Vice President, should be introduced
simply as the Honorable Vice President of the United States. I see so
many young men in the audience, including three of my own sons, that
I decided against a simple introduction. Our youth today need models
such as Hubert Humphrey, and in view of this great self-made man,

I would like to give just a capsule réesume of his meteoric rise. He

was born in South Dakota in 1911, the son of a druggist. Financial
difficulties arising from the depression, forced him to drop out of the
University of Michigan in 1929. He had to return to help his father

in the drugstore. In 1933 he earned a degree at the Denver College

of Pharmacy - - and, incidentally, we have two large groups of
pharmacists here to pay him special tribute. He was married in 1936
to Muriel Buck of Huron, South Dakota. They have three sons and one
daughter. He returned to the University of Michigan in 1937, graduated
magna cum laude in 1939, and he took his master's degree in 1940 from
Louisiana State University. The Vice President taught school for awhile
and in 1943 he ran for Mayor of Minneapolis. He was defeated, but

he ran for the office two years later and won, and he was re-elected in
1947. As mayor, the Vice President set in motion a vigorous crackdown

on gambling and rackets. He reorganized city housing, social welfare



programs and many, many other reforms and developments, again

too numerous to describe in detail. In 1948 he was elected United

States Senator and was re-elected in 1954 and 1960. In 1961 he was
named the Majority Whip in the Senate and he worked tirelessly to

weld Democrats and Republicans behind the legislation of the Civil
Rights Bill of 1964. He was inaugurated the thirty-eighth Vice President
of the United States on January 20, 1965. Every day was, and is,

a fourteen to a sixteen hour day. He is responsible for federal programs
on human rights, food for peace, aid to education, arms control
disarmament, nuclear test ban, peace corps, and again, accomplish-
ments too numerous to list. A typical headline in the New York Times,
"HUMPHREY TRAVELS LIKE A COMET, NINE AFRICAN COUNTRIES
IN THIRTEEN DAYS.'" He is blessed with six grandchildren, and was
christened by his oldest grandchild Vicky as "' Boppa,' and so '"Boppa"
he is to the rest of his grandchildren. Vicky is mentally retarded and

to quote the Vice President, '"She is to me, the sweetest breath of life
upon this earth. You will never know the meaning of love as it is described
in the Scriptures, until you know the love of a child like Vicky. She is
the greatest spiritual experience I have had, and because of her I know

with certainty that the more you give, the more shall be given to you. "

Gentlemen, the Vice President of the United States.



ADDRESS OF THE HONORABLE HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
FRIENDLY SONS OF ST. PATRICK DINNER

SUNDAY, MARCH 17, 1968
SCRANTON, PENNA.

Your Excellency, Bishop McCormick; Reverend Fathers; this
remarkable toastmaster tonight, of whom I will have a word or two
to say a moment later, Doctor Quinn; the Mayor of this great city,
Mayor Walsh; Congressman McDade; the distinguished Justice of
your State Supreme Court, Justice Michael Eagen; my friend who
has been so kind as to invite me here tonight, Judge Conaboy; the
host of distinguished dignitaries of the State and local governments,

and my fellow Americans:

I think it is quite obvious that the introduction that was just
given to me was one that I will long remember. I liked every word
of it and some of it touched my heart. Some of it was very flattering,
but when you're Vice President you can use that too. I appreciate it.
There is so much that I want to say to you tonight, and yet our good
friend, the Rt. Rev. Msgr. O'Shea, has already set some standards
here that a poor sinner like me ought to try to abide by. I don't know
why in the world you didn't defy the Bishop just a little bit tonight,
Monsignor, and go beyond the fifteen minutes. The President tells me
all the time that I talk too long and I pay no attention to it at all, Of

course, there is a little difference, the Bishop is here and the President



isn't, and I understand that everything I say here is off the record,
but on tape and on television. I was deeply touched tonight, as I
am sure all of you were, by that scholarly, brilliant address of
Monsignor O'Shea. It was really a reaffirmation of all of our faith
and I want to thank him very much. It meant a great deal to me as I

listened here this evening.

I want to make one or two comments. I do think that the Friendly
Sons of St. Patrick here in Scranton, Pennsylvania, set standards that
the rest of this nation could well abide by. One observation that I
made, is the way you elect your president. This business of the
right-of-succession is something that I always thought we should follow.
The problem is that I don't have as good a control over the political

apparatus that you seem to have here in the Friendly Sons.

Mister Mayor, I want to thank you so much for the key to the
City. When you presented that key to myself and Monsignor O'Shea,
I leaned over and said to the distinguished Monsignor, "It's nice to
get this big key, I guess it lets us into almost everything around here. "
He said, ""Yes, even Fort Knox.'" But, Monsignor, there isn't much
left in Fort Knox, I'm afraid DeGaulle got there first - - DeGaulle

got the gold.

You have gone out of your way to receive me in your wonderful

community, Iwas met at the airport by a fine reception committee,



a wonderful group of people. There were people there that expressed
themselves through word and sign and hand-shake, and I just want you
to know how much I appreciate it. I hope you will tell the Scranton
Technical High School Band that I didn't get around to thank by word,
at least by hand-shake I did, how much I appreciate their presence
there. And when I was here the last time, as it has been indicated,
you went out of your way again to give me a real warm welcome. I
don't think you ought to have to repeat that. Don't burn down anything
tonight for me. I was here that time at the invitation of Irving Epstein,
and I came back to the hotel under the gentle custody of Tom Foley

and Preno's hasn't been the same since. Well, there is so much to

talk about and so much to say, but this good toastmaster of yours
tonight really has taken over, it's amazing. I gather that Bob Hope

can collect his social security now. There is no need of any humorist
being around at all. He told some wonderfully good stories. Iam

glad to know how you qualify to be a toastmaster around this community.

It is a high standard may I say. Itrust they are all Democrats. Well,

Congressman, we'll give you a couple.

Now, I want to say a few words about the Humphrey family. Of
course, you know that Humphrey is a well-known Irish name, at least
when I go to meetings such as this. Well, in its heart and soul it
represents the Irish tune. But I have to make a confession here, I

have to confess that my mother was born in Norway. I might add that



it was a sheer political necessity out of my way, to remind people

of that a number of times. But I don't want you Irish to get any too
hoity-toity here, because after all it was the Scandinavians that had

an awful lot to do with civilizing you, as you may remember. It

wasn't just St. Patrick alone. But one thing about the Irish, they

were unappreciative, they booted out the Scandinavians after the

process was over. Dublin is still the name of a Scandinavian community,
but the Irish kept the city's name, got rid of the Scandinavians and sent
them to Scotland. The Scots were much less considerate, they kept
them half the time and sent them to Iceland and they haven't been

able to get out of Iceland since.

Well, now, a word about my mother. Mother still lives and she's
my dear sweetheart. Not only was mother not Irish, but she had
certain political failings too. As a matter of fact, my father reminded
me many times that she had Republican inclinations. Fortunately,
however, it was my father who gave me my politics, all the way
from Jefferson and Wilson to F. D.R. and on up to Truman, and then
my dear father passed away, and my father gave me my politics in
large doses. He used to tell me on many an occasion, because he
loved my mother and we boys were brought up to respect her, I'll
tell you that. We didn't have a lot of lectures about it either, it was

simple respect, profound respect. He said, '"Hubert, I want you to



respect that lady because she is your dear mother, she is my sweetheart
and my beloved wife, but don't forget, son, she's politically unreliable. "
And I want Pastor Williams to know that dad was part Welsh. Yes,

they're a hearty stock.

Now, Idon't want to have this solemn occasion degenerate into a
partisan meeting, that wouldn't be right at all. Even though I have
looked over your other speakers over the years, I must say I want to
thank you and congratulate you on your fine sense of selectivity. I
am glad you finally made it ecumenical and got me in. As a matter
of fact, I wondered how I got in at all. Then I found out that they had
a meeting up here. Judge Conaboy told me that they did have a meeting
and there was some dispute about it, but the invitation finally came and
it sort of reminded me at the moment, of a story I heard about an
industrialist up here in Scranton that was taken very ill. The poor soul
went off to the hospital and nobody wrote to him, nobody called on him,
nobody sent him any flowers, he never got a card, they say he was
lying there sick for a week, and finally the executive board of the local
union that had organized his plant had a meeting. They met and they
discussed the boss' situation and they finally passed a resolution and
it read something like this: ''The executive board of Local 100 has
met and duly considered your condition and situation, and by a vote of

eight to seven we wish you complete and early recovery.' Judge



Richard Conaboy said that that was about the way it happened here,
but I want you to know in light of what I read these days, I am glad

to be here under any circumstances.

Well, Isaid I didn't want it to degenerate into a political meeting,
and particularly, a partisan one. After all, I understand it is possible,
even if it is unusual, to be both Irish and Republican. So I'm not
going to talk politics. I was already forewarned by Congressman

McDade that he would ask for equal time if I did.

You may have noticed that the President himself is setting a non-
partisan tone of the season. Just about two weeks ago he had all the
Governors down at the White House for a little gathering. I thought
it was pretty big of him too, particularly when I noticed that several
of the wives of the Governors were going around measuring the furniture
and feeling the draperies. Well, I think I should say that it is a wonderful
house, that White House, it has a good address and a nice neighborhood,
the plumbing works, and Mayor, the garbage is collected regularly,
and whenever it is a little cold, you can always count on a hot blast
from Capitol Hill. There are some limitations that some people in
public life ought to take note of, it has only four bedrooms, and that
is something to keep in mind if you have a big family. You fellows are

with it tonight, I can see that. I guess we ruled out a couple here already.

I just happened to note on the way coming up from the plane, a



quotation of Johnson, I mean Samuel Johnson, who once rather meanly
remarked, "The Irish are a fair people, they never speak well of each
other." Ithink that's only because of their modesty, I think we ought
to add that. But I am here tonight to praise the Irish. With this
audience, indeed Iam. There is such a thing as being too brave, you
know. And I might add in all honesty it is a very easy and pleasant
enterprise, if I exaggerate a little, well, I am here to talk about the
Irish. As a matter of fact, they tell that story about Knute Rockne
down at Notre Dame, that a young fellow came up and wanted to play
football at Notre Dame. He was really a remarkable football player,
he had four years of high school football and he was trying to explain
why he ought to be on the team right away. And Knute Rockne said,
""Just what are your credentials, what is it that makes you think that
you ought to get on the team right away, when generally we wait a
couple of years to give these boys a chance to be even on the squad,
the traveling squad?' This young chap said, "Well," he said,

"I'll tell you, Coach, " he said, "I can run a hundred yards fully
outfitted, full football uniform on, and I can run it in a little over

ten seconds. " Knute Rockne said, '"A hundred yards in ten seconds
fully outfitted?" he said, "That's incredible.' Well, he said, "I
can do it. " He said, "That isn't all, Coach.' He said, "Listen,

in the last three years in high school my average punt was seventy
yards." Knute Rockne said, '"Good grief, if that's true, " he said,
"that's just fantastic, " he said, '""I'm impressed.” " But,' he said,

""that isn't all, Coach." He said, '""My average pass the last two



years, and I'm on target every time, was over fifty yards.'" Knute
Rockne just looked at him, he said, ' Boy,you're a wonder, ' he said,
""Man I can use you. But, by the way, before we sign up here, ' he
said, ''do you have any limitations at all?'" The kid said, '""Well,
Coach, I do exaggerate a bit. ' Well, I think I should let you know
that I am occasionally guilty of that tonight and have been in the past.
But let me make it clear right now, so we have no misunderstanding
at all, that anything I say, however sincere, is meant to endorse

a candidate, actual or potential of Irish name for the democratic
nomination. I just had to get that disclaimer in early here, you know.
It's a long way from Texas, but you would be surprised how news does

travel.

Well, my dear friends, we are here for good fellowship and we
have had it, and we are here also for serious purpose and we have
had that. I cannot think of anything that is better for a nation, for
a community, or for a neighborhood, than to get together and talk
together, visit together, sing together and be together. I think it is
that way that we really find out that there is more good going on than
bad, there is more solid substance than there is soft fluff, and I sense
in this audience tonight the good that's going on in this community.
And after all, America is just the sum total of its communities. I
don't know of any way you can build a better America unless you start
it at home. It doesn't come from the top down, it comes from the

bottom up. This is a country of the people, not of presidents. This



is a country by the people, not by congress. This is a country for the
people, not just for some of the people, but for all of the people, and

we build a better country this way when we think this way.

There was a very famous and well respected Pennsylvanian that
I want to just say a word about. I don't know if this is the proper
place or not, but his memory came to me, his life came to me as
I was thinking about this gathering and getting ready to come up here.
It's about a dear and departed friend, a man who I think was one of
the real political statesmen, one of the finest that America has
known, he was a Pennsylvanian, and I gather that many of you knew
him, and he is our late and beloved former Governor and Mayor of
Pittsburgh, David Lawrence. He was a man of all seasons, and I
mention him because I knew him so well, and his life touched my
life, and his sense of political responsibility touched me. He was
labor's champion, civil rights' advocate, friend of business, shaper
of skylines, builder of parks and highways, a big city mayor, a
governor, and assistant to two presidents. He was a powerful man,
too, but he never used his power unless it was for a good cause or
what he thought was good for America. And besides that, he had
those characteristics that have been talked about tonight of the Irish
people. He was kind and he was faithful, he was loving and gentle
to his wife and to his family, and he loved politics, he loved it with

all his being. And all this and more has been said by the great and the



humble who mourn his passing. I think that some of you may remember,
if you will just permit me to reminisce with you a minute, that it was
this same man, Dave Lawrence, who virtually assured the democratic
nomination of John F. Kennedy in Los Angeles in 1960. And what is not
so well remembered is that he strongly advised the then young Senator
from Massachusetts to take Lyndon Johnson as his running mate, and
he knew and said that here, in Lyndon Johnson, was a man who could
pick up the master controls of government if the hand of fate should
summon him to the task. Those are literally his words. He had
judgment, and in that election which followed, without regard now to
partisanship, because elections are won and elections are lost, and

I don't happen to think the Democrats have a monopoly on wisdom and
virtue any more than I think Republicans have, we have the right of

our political persuasion. But the great thing about that election was
not only the election of the man, but it was that a staggering blow,

and I hope and I pray the final blow, was struck against religious
bigotry in this country, and at long last Americans can stand high and
tall because they are Americans. Regardless of how they spell their
name, how they look, what church they attend, as long as they are
people who love their country, who love and respect their God and who
love the people of this land, those are the only standards really that are
required, faith and love of country and of God and family and man,

with ability, with competence.



Well, you know the Irish have stood for liberty for a long time,
and they stood for liberty in America from the very founding of our
republic. They stood for liberty in other parts of the world too.
About some five years ago I was traveling in Latin America, and
whose painting do you think I saw in the halls of government in
Santiago, Chile? O'Higgins. Yes, the Irish were there with Simon
Bolivar, fighting not only for the independence of Chile but a half
a dozen countries. Passionate believers in freedom and men and
women of undying faith. I want to underscore and may I say a very
strong AMEN to this declaration of faith tonight, that I heard from
this platform by Monsignor O'Shea. It means so much in these days.
And when we think of the history of our country we ought to remember
that five of the signers of the Declaration of Independence were born
in Ireland, and there weren't very many signers you know, and yet
another four had Irish names, and they weren't half-hearted patriots.
They pledged their lives, their fortunes and their sacred honor to the
independence of this nation. They didn't pledge a half hour of their
lives a day, ten per cent or two per cent of their fortunes, and
occasionally a little of their honor, they pledged it all, and this country
has stood well ever since. Joseph Galloway, the Speaker of the
Pennsylvania Assembly during the Revolutionary War, testified before
a non-too-happy Foreign Relations Committee in the British Hous e of
Commons, that fully one-half of the Revolutionary Forces in America

were Irish. They were even fighting then and they fought well. And



I guess you know that Washington's aide-de-camp and private secretary
was General Stephen Moylan, who was the first president of the Society
of the Friendly Sons of Saint Patrick, organized in Philadelphia on
March 17, 1771. And I want you to know that another aide-de-camp

to George Washington was Colonel David Humphrey, part Welsh. And,
of course, there was Hercules Mulligan, General Washington's
confidential aide, he was Mr. C.I.A. of his time, the man who had the
secrets, who also organized the first New York branch of this society.
So, whatever this country is or ever hopes to be, you and your fore-
bearers, were those who made it, so you have a big investment in it.

That's why I come to you, to talk to you about taking care of it.

I think all of us know so well that the nineteenth century saw
literally waves of the Irish coming here. They came in millions,
sorrowing for their homeland but determined to find a freer land and
a better future. The great Irish poet - - and I have by my bedside his
poems, given to me by my dad - - William Butler Yeats, wrote these
bitter but hopeful lines: ''Out of Ireland have come great hatred, little
room, maimed thus at the start. Icarry from my mother's womb a
fanatic heart." And those fanatic and determined hearts that the Poet
Yeats talked about, built the cities of America, and they built many of
them in the nineteenth century with hard labor, pain and sorrow. They
were the people who made the foundries and the shops of Scranton hum.

They and their descendents provided the Irish clergy who were the teachers



and the leaders. And just as tonight, we have listened to the words

of Ireland, the land of saints and scholars, the church throughout all

of our history has been literally the protector of knowledge and of
culture. It would have all been lost in those dark ages, the middle ages,
without the monks and the friars, without the fathers and the priests who
took care of it. And I am reminded of great spiritual teachers like
James Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore, and if you will permit me to

be a bit parochial, of Archbishop Ireland of Saint Paul, Minnesota.

What a lasting impact he left in our part of America. Ithink that all

the progressiveism and all the so-called liberalism that comes out of
that great midwest, had much of its foundation in the spiritual teachings
of Archbishop Ireland and Pope Leo's encyclicals. You know, I have
had a great opportunity to read encyclicals, I think maybe I read as
many as those of the Catholic faith. Only recently while I was in the
Vatican, Pope Paul gave me his most recent encyclical, and he gave

it to me in the Latin, and then kindly gave me one translated into
English, and autographed it for me. And I placed in the Congressional
Record when I was a United States Senator all of those great encyclicals of
that beloved peasant priest, Pope John The Twenty-Third. Beautiful,
how I shall always remember them. I remember where he said,

"Where there is constant want there is no peace.'" And how Pope Paul
has reminded us only lately that ""development' is the new name for

peace. Well, these great teachers and members of the clergy of the



church, stood us well in these early days, and of all the churches,

in fact without the churches, Catholic, Protestant and people of Jewish
faith, without them we might very well never have had higher education
in America in the early days, because the land grant college didn't get

started until after the Civil War. We owe so much.

The Irish became our brave soldiers, and many of those who wear
the Distinguished Service Cross, are Irish. And it was the Irish who
provided the politicians too, in abundance. I don't know how I ever
squeezed in, but I have been accused of having a bit of the blarney
myself and there may be something to it. Most gentile, native-born
Americans have regarded politics like a call to jury duty, something
inevitable to be endured, a duty and a sacrifice, but not fun. To the
Irish, it was a career, a vocation, it was not an interlude but a way
of life, because politics was fun, it was joy, the joy of public life,
and it was a vocation and service. In fact, the earliest political leaders
of the Irish fashioned a battering ram, literally a human battering ram,
to break the unjust power of a hostile majority, eliminating religious
discrimination in various forms, demanding the appointment of Irish
as school teachers, policemen and firemen. The early Irish had to
fight for their rights like some people are fighting for them now. All
the more reason why you should be sympathic and understanding, because
it didn't come easily. Not so long ago, the prejudice against any

nationality group in this country, as it sought its place in our society,



was all too heavy and all too extreme. Perhaps, the British oppression
had forced the Irish to become politicians in spite of themselves and,

perhaps, it was because they became city dwellers in America.

I am sure some of you have read William Shannon's masterful piece,
a book entitled, '"The American Irish,” and if you haven't, you ought
to do it, and I get no percentage here at all. But I noticed these lines,
""The history of the Irish in America is founded on a paradox, the Irish
were a rural people in Ireland and became a city people in the United
States. The cities in Ireland were founded by the Danes, the Normans
and the English, none was founded by the Irish themselves.'" And then
Shannon reasons that the Irish rejected the land in America because the
land had rejected them in Ireland. Between 1818 and 1848 they had twelve crop
failures, famine plagued the land, poverty, death from starvation. In
1850 it was estimated that twenty-six per cent of the population of New
York City had been born in Ireland, and now one out of three claim
Irish descent. All over America, the great cities of Baltimore, Chicago,
Philadelphia, Boston and New York, and particularly on the eastern
seaboard, waves of the Irish immigrant, all coming from the land, all
rural, all settling in the great cities, all doing the most menial tasks to
begin with, having to claw their way up the social ladder so to speak.
All the more reason they understand and appreciate the meaning of freedom

and democracy. George Moore wrote that the English, Scotchmen and



Jews do well in Ireland, the Irishmen never, even the patriot has to
leave Ireland to get a hearing. Now, that may have been cynical, I
don't know what George Moore had against the Irish at the time. But
they came here and they did get a hearing. And even in Pennsylvania,
the Pennsylvania Irish renowned for their retiring modesty, made
themselves heard. Indeed some of the other groups, in melting pots
like Scranton, have been known to complain that the minority party - -
that's what you were called then - - had the majority power. In Ireland
the Irish had inherited history and suffered it; in America they became
the makers of history. And, gentlemen, that's what's important.

It is one thing to know history, it is another thing to make it. It is one
thing to be a student of ancient history, but it is better to be a fashioner
of contemporary history and the history of the future, and so many in
our country have lived up to that promise. As the American Revolution
proceeded on this side of the Atlantic, that great Irish parlimentarian,
Henry Grattan, proclaimed these words to his colleagues, and they stand
us well in the year 1968. He said, '"The New World has overturned the
prejudices of the Old, it has let in a light upon mankind, and the modern
philosophy has taught men to look upon each other as brethren.' What
beautiful words! They are very much the same words that we have
heard so many times. The same George Moore said, '"After all, there
is but one race, humanity.'" And that great Irish Poet, Thomas Moore,
perhaps best phrased the rhetorical question, '"Shall we ask the brave

soldier who fights by our side in the cause of mankind if our creeds



agree? Shall we give up the friends we have valued and pride if they
kneel not before the same altar as we?' I think what these men were
saying is what our children say and what I hope we adults are not
ashamed to say, and if it sounds a little sentimental and on the patriotic
side, that's exactly the way I mean it. I think the most concise definition,
or the most concise statement of creed for America is to be found in
what we call our Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of this Republic,

"One Nation Under God, Indivisible, With Liberty and Justice For All. "
Now, this is not always a fact, but it is a promise, it is a commitment,
it is a standard, and whenever I say it, as I did tonight, I know how much
unfinished business there is yet in this country of ours, and yet I know

that we are well on the way.

The business of democracy is never completed, Gentlemen, it's
the beginnings that count, it's the break-throughs that are meaningful.
This promise of America, oh, how much it means. Lincoln said it
was the last best hope on earth and it is. This is why whatever we do,
whatever we say, however we act, is not only important to the people
of this land, but throughout the whole world. Wilson once said that
the flag of the United States, he hoped and prayed, could become the flag
of all humanity, that it could stand for hope and for justice, and I think
it does. And I was so pleased tonight to hear some words that put in

proper perspective what's going on in this country of ours today. Ido



not think you prove yourself to be a great intellectual by debunking the
great institutions of this land. I do not think you prove yourself to

be an educated man by constantly being a cynic and a skeptic without
any positive faith or positive alternatives. Anyone can criticize, but

it takes men to create, to build, to mold a nation, a state, a city, even
a home. You know, our country is being tried today as never before,
we are being tried at home and abroad. Not long ago there was a
report that came out of the President's commission on civil disorders
that gave a warning, that unless men of good will are ready to act and
to give their personal commitment, our America might be permanently
divided into two separate and unequal societies. Now, it didn't say

we are divided, it said we could be, it was not an obituary, it was a
health report. Idon't think we can help but be reminded by Lincoln's
words a century ago, "'A house divided against itself cannot stand. "

If there ever was a time that we should bind up our wounds, if there ever
was a time that we should learn to pull together and to work together, it
is now. This does not mean that we hush debate, discussion or dis sent,
all of which are the well-springs of a free people. It means, however,
that whatever we say or do that we offer constructive alternatives even
as we criticize. And, finally, it means that somewhere along the line
after the talk, after the debate, after the dissent, there must come that

moment of decision. And if you will permit me as one who stands alongside



of a President now, it is very easy to be a debater, I have been one

all of my life, it is a joy on occasion to dissent, it seems to emancipate
your spirit, it is fellowship at the best to discuss, but this nation also
requires men of decision, and when you make a decision that's when

the awful burden of leadership comes down upon you, and leadership today
is not a luxury, it's a duty, it's a responsibility, it gives you no special

privilege.

So America today stands being tested all over the world, in the
Middle East, in the Far East, in Europe and in Southeast Asia. But
Iam convinced as I stand hefore you tonight that if we have the will
and the determination and the faith to see these things through, and not
to flinch and not to retreat, that our cause, and it is a just cause, will
triumph. Ihave no doubt about it. If we have the courage to see it
through here at home, to see that America is one nation, not divided
but one united, with a sense of humility before God Almighty, grateful
for our blessings, thankful for the many benefits that have been bestowed
upon us, if we have the courage to stand together, to work together, we
can really realize the full promise of democracy which is at its best,

equal opportunity for all of us.

I leave you with the words of a poet. I thought that maybe tonight
would be a good night for a little poetry, because frequently the poet

speaks the heart of a nation, and says in words of beauty and simplicity,



things that some of us say so clumsily. Italk to an audience of men
that come from humble beginnings. I doubt that there is an aristocrat

in the house. We are plain people, and, of course, it is out of the plain
people that the great people come. The whole story of this nation is
building greatness from simple, plain people, doing the impossible when
others said it was impossible. That is the story of this country. And
the reason I have great faith in this country is because the story is a
true one. The success of this nation, economically, politically, socially,
educationally, - - the success story is fantastic. So don't sell it short,
never do so, because in doing so, you only sell yourself short. Because
all that any of us ever wanted and all that America stands for, the
promise of this land, was put in these words: the promise of America
which enticed millions to our shores, which compels millions to cast
their eyes upon us now either in envy or in great pride, that promise is
to be found in these lines from Thomas Wolf; '"To every man, regardless
of his birth, his shining, golden opportunity; to every man, the right to
live and to work, and to be himself, and to become whatever thing his
manhood and his vision can combine to make him, this is the promise of
America. " This is why America is what it is, this is why you are

what you are. Every man his chance, every man to become whatever
thing his manhood and his vision can combine to make him. What

greater philosophy of life is there for a nation than a respect for the



dignity of man, man who is created in the image of his Maker, because,
you see, my religion is quite simple. I happen to believe that the way
you treat people is the way you treat God. So let us treat each other

respectfully and honorably. Thank you very much.
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