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RFPOR T TO T HE PEOPLE 

MR , WELLS: Our REPORT TO THE. PEOPLE today ia by the Vace 

Pre•ident of the United State•, · the Honorable Hubert H. Humphrey. 

Mr. Vice Preeident, w~t pr.ospedil do you •ee for peace in Southe<Ut 

Ad~ before the election• in November? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPH~EY: Thoae prospects dep~nd al mo&t entirely 

upon the reaction of Hanoip the men in Hanoi, Ho C.hi Minh ~And hie as aociate• n 1\ny 

time they are re~dy for peff!.ce, neadleas to say we are ready for an honorable 

peace. 

MR . WELLS: Mr . Vice Prei!iident, baa the United State:~ the reli!ourcee 
c;:or.· --

to carry out the Riot Commi•sion'• recommenda.tionli and wage a. war at the sa me 

time? 

V!CF PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: We ~ve the reeourcea to undert~ke 

these responaibUiUes if we are willing to dedic:a.te ouraelvea to the use of thoae 

resources, keeping in mind. of course, that in every •truggle , whether it ~s 

interna.tion11l or domeatic , that there is a. need for time. We Ci1nnot find in&t&nt 

filolutiona to any of tbese problema . But I beU.eve we nave the reiilourc~•. 

MR " WELLS: Wben you disputed tbe conclu•ion of the Pr~sident 0 8 

Commis•ion on Disorder•, that the United St&tee h moving towC!lrds two eodeUe• , 

one black and on~ whlte p now why? 

VICE' PRE'SIDEN' HUMPHREY: Well thz..t beadline story •~emed to 

indicate that I diuput~d ito but in checking through what Jl s&id in a~. t ranAcript, ! 

pointed out that tbe Riot Commifileion or tn~ Commituion on Civil Dhorders. 



expre11ed a fear that there would be or could be two 1odeUea in ~medea, the 

white 1ociety and the black 1od.ety, s.apa.r~c but unequal. .i\nd then I •aid that 

•••ertlon may be true, althouanlt think it ia op~en to some ch.Mlenge. Now thole 

ara tbe exact word8 of my at~t:ement . Wh&t I wa1 pointing out wa• tha~ tbe 

Commbeion presented a body of evidencltl th;).t indicated a arowing p11.ttern ot\' 

lepllr&Uim in America of two soeiustiea ~ but it h~d not as y<flt be~n fully etabUized 

or fully eet. The Commi11ion report was no~ ;).n obituary. Itt wcr.• a bez.ltb r eport 

on the etate of th® nuion. And K happen to believe that we do not need to look 

forward to two aodeties. We can look forward to one America individble &II we 

aay, with Uberty and ju•Uce for aU, providing th&\t we get at the ta•k of preventlna 

the solidification oif these patterns of prejudice and of inequality. 

a ector 9 tba.t ia, the free enterp~ia-. sector to provide jobla and houaing 9 clean 
- I 

up the citie• and do what else il.l necel l&~y to pre1erve our free society? 
. . 

VICF PRFSIDFNT HUMPHRFY : In the main you 11ro rightp eir. The 

pvernment h&a a role to p~ay and lln important role p but not the tota~.l role by a 

long way1. 1\nd Pr~eldent Johnson knows that and in his MeDa~J.ge• to the Congreae 

here recently on Urban Affair• and on E'mployment and all the problem• that 

relate to our innflr city, our ghettoea p thre Preeident haa look~d more ~nd more 

to private enterprise for l _e&d~rsbip 0 for example, tbe National Alliance of 

Buaineaemen 9 to provide job opport1.1nitie~ (or a hmlf a million of the n&rd core 

unemployed . X b(£tHeve that the gr~at •_trength of ~merica ie in its prliv~te 
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enterpriaeD in ita buaine•• economy. It is in this free system of enterprie<e that 

we navec And we need to work with thU system asking it to t~ke the lead, to use 

things, to find &nswera to m&ny of our problemll tochl1y, jobs and bouaing and 

transportation, th~ rebuildine of our dUea. The 1overnmet:lt e&J.n be helpful, but 

the government 11hould not be domin&nt . 

MR . WELLS: The Negro tnall!hUl seem to believe that someone c01n wave 

a magic wand and correct all sociml evils overnight. Are there re~Uy any s hort ., 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: My anawer ill there &r«l no shortcut• 

that I know of , X fiaid a moment ago tba{!; the.re are no inetZt.nt aoAll.ltiou to problem• 

that are generAtions, indeed centuries old. What is ilmportm.nt, how~ver, ie to gl!'t 

aoing, is to make the sta:ru, to make the commitment, and to know that you can . '• . 

achieve your ultimate goal. It will take Ume. The problem• of our d.tiea do not 

lend themaelves to inst&nt solutions, and no m&gic wancL K might ~dd that many 
. . 

people feel that th~y want a ~m~.gic wand to solve their problems 9 but ~be dmple 

truth is, as we all well know 9 h that there are~ no ea•y anG~werilB 9 ~nd tbe annvcarlt 

are going to be tough and co~ttlyo 

MR . WELLS~ The mnUt11.nta ~re dem~nding action ~nd not prombea . 

How are you going to give them action? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHRFY~ W~ are giving actiono On() of the most 

important development• of recent yeara ill the fac:t that we 0ve mad~ great breako 

throogha in the field of civil rights. lin the field of urban renewal, in the field of 
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bou•lng, and of he3!.lth &.nd of job opportunltiea. More ha• been done in the&e paat 

few year• in providing job opportunitie• 3l.nd training9 expanding educ~tion, doing 

thin&• to help people help them•elves, than in any comp~rable period of our life ~ 

time, TO" be sure, you never a&titdy a rem,l mUitant. No one evC~~r h&s 9 but the. 

imporhmt thing to keep in mind ia are you ml'hking progreaa. And my 11.nawer ia. 

we are making aubllt3l.nti&l progre•• . Bufl: wh~t~ we need now h m, commitment of 

reaasurance to tbo•e that feel helpless or frt~atrated, a commitment the!l.t we will 

continue .our effort• , and that w e will not only continu~ them 9 but we wUf int~e~eify: 

them within the limit• of our reaources . 

MR. W~LLS:_ And you Clll.nnot promiae anyone instant action? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY~ You can. promiae people instant action 9 
' . 

but you cannot P?-"omiae people inat&nt cures. You can call on the doctor, m.nd 

he wUl c·ome and he will a.dmintater medic.~Uon to you, but he doean't promi se. 

you that you are going to get over th3l.t c&ae. of fl.u _tonight. 

MR" WELLS ~ Mr. Humphrey, ia ours a aick 11ociety, as Senator Fulbright 

rnaint&ina? And are we more concerned with the arrogance of intemuional power 
. ' . ' 

than with human value• here at home? 

VXCE PRESXDENT HUMPHREY: Our• b not a sick society ,, As a matter 

of fact, sir, 1 beli~ve that it ia fair to eay that the dgn& of heZ!.lth in Uli• aociety 

are being exemplified by the s~gns of •ocial concern, by our bu•ine•• leader•. 

by our community leaden, and by our govemment . Never hall there been a, time 

in the history of the United State• wh~n more p~ople have been mor<e interested in 

improving the lot of their fellow tm\-n by community effort, by per•on&l effo1rt , by 



private effort, ~• well a• government effort, than today~ 1 think that i• a •ign o~ 

moral quality, il.lld a •ign of etrenath 11.\nd ~ •ian of h@&lth . Now you asked a• to 

whether we're more concerned with the arrop.nce of interutiou.l power than human 

value•, not one bit. Any power that we lmve exerci•ed intern&tlonuly ha• not bee.n 

for-the •alee of power, but a.l.-o for hum~n v~luea, self d~terminm.tion , individual 

fre~dom, natiou.l independenceq Now theile are noble ide&• for which thi• country 

has been dedicated for years, and we ought to be thankful that Wfl Mve the •trengt~ 

today to be able to m&~.ke lome c ontribution to the protection of thole ideala. 

MR . WELLS: Then you don't agree that the United States u• pledge(,! i~a 

1oul to advance imperi&.li•tic aim•, exerching imperial rather thm.n moral leade..r :--

I hip in thil world? 

VICE PRESW~NT HUMPHREY: X surely do not, and I would consider 

•uch a charge to be fal1e, ridiculoua _and irreapondbleo It il my view tha\t the 

United Statea hal demonetrated a deep coDCerJ;l for •elf determinaUon 9 for independence , 

country is wUlins to do what this coulllry h&• been willing to do in theo_e poilt war 
.· ; . 

year• eince 1945, to feed the hungry, to heal the sick, to clothe the ntl.ked 9 a.nd to . . . 

provi4e Shelter for the homele••, to train and to educate, to give foreign aid, to 

•end lte young men abroad in the Peace Corp111 , and to stand guard &t the r&mpil.rts 

of freedom, 1 think that country ought not to be accu•ed of hnpermliam» but 
. - . 

rather ought to b• cited for iU ideaU•m. We have made a tremendou• commitment 

and I am proud of it. 



MR. WELLS: Mr. Humphrey, let'• change the subject juat a moment . 

Every time the President need• a leader p he pidt8 you. He has juat named you 

Chairman of the Natioftlll Council on Xndim.n Opportunity. Now where do you find 

the time and vitmlity for everything that you b.:~,ve to do? 

VICE PRESXDENT HUMPHREY~ Well, I can find the time 9 and I hope 

that I can find the vitdity. The time mem1u1 tMt you ju•t ltretch your work day~ 

and • o far I have been ble••ed with good helllth and lottJ of vitaUt:y. Let'• ju.•t 

aay this 9 thm.t I enjoy the challenge of my workp and when the Preddent giv~• me 

an order, 1 try to be a loyal aoldier and carry it out to the beat of my ability. I'm 

afraid aoauatime• the only question in doubt, the only que•tion ~n dabate h do I do 

a good job at it. 1t try to. 

MR . WELLS: There ia no queaUon about you doing a good job 9 Mr. Vice 

Pre•ident , but the pc.~zzle to me i• how do you m~~.nage, or wh~r~ do yoc.~ find all 
. . 

this energy? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, sometime• 9 my de21r friend. I 

run a little •hort 9 but •o far x~ve held up. but lJ: mu•t confe•• to you that X find . . 

my•elf moving a little more rapidly at time• il1nd more quickly thanK wi• h X bad 

to. 

MR . WELLS: Mr ~ Vice Preaident, how much cooper~til.on do_ you expect 

the Administration will receiv~ in this •e~ond •easion of the 90th Congre&a? 

VICE PRE~IDENT HUMPHREYg 1 think the cooper11tion will be baaic~ly 

good . It will not come easilyo I donwt think we should expect Congr~•• to promptly, 

quickly say ye• to everything that we ask for" I served in Congre•c sixteen year• o 
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fully to leghlate o By l'.nd.la.rge we have had reasonably good cooperation from 

the C ongrea •, and ][ expect th&l we will continue to get it, not on every item, but 

hopefully on moat Q 

MRo WE:LLS~ Mr . Vice Preddent, do you believe thilt you and Preaident 

Johnlon wUl be reelected next November, 11nd what are your rea11ona? 

VKCX PRXSIDENT HUMPHREY: Well xam a man of c;ouiderable optimism . 

and I hope genuine confidence. Yea X do . And 1'11 tell you why 9 bec~uae when the 

American people 11re going to chooae, are required to make their choice of their 

na.tlonal leader, they are going to want a man who has been able to atand the teet, 

who hae been able to go through the dark day•, the difficult daye and 11till come out 

tall and strong and forthright. J[ believe Preuident Johnaon hall exemplified those 
. . .. 

qualitiea of lea,Cierahip , strength, firmne••, the unwillingness to yield even when 

under attack 9 _and yet &t the 11ame U.me to probe and to look for w~y• to improve 

the lot of the American people, ~d hopefully to find a way to pemce in thie _ worl~. 

MR 0 WELLS: And if he could find pe~ce the whole uitua.tion would 

eh&nge almoet overnight, wouldn't it? 

VlrCE. PRESIDENT HUMPHREYg My dear friend, i~_ we. could find peace 

in Vietnam in the next few months 9 lt think th~t you wouldnvt have to b~ tUking about 

election• at &\11 • 

MR • . WELLS: How cone@rned are you. about George Wal121.ce 1
• third 

party movement? 



VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well one al:way• lui.• •orne conc~rn over 

aU of the&e matter•, but I really leave that pretty much up to Mr o Wallace and hi• 

supporter• . 

MR o WELLS: Do you think thil.t thie movement ia going to throw the 

election into the Hou•e of Repreaentatlve•? 

VKCE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I've read about tha.t. l1 doubt it" 

MR o WELLS: What are the Republican• chance• of gaitning control of 

the Hou•e of Repreaentativee next November, Mr. Vice Pre•ident? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: X don't think they have much chamce, 

air .. 

MR .. WELU3: Mr o Vice PreiJident, what GOP pins do you expect in 

the S~Dale with 34 Senator• up for reelection? 

VXCE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I think it is generally conceded that 

the GOP would have lea• chance to gam in the Senate than. they would lin the Houae. 

Most of th~ Senate ••~t• look rather secure, il.nd X doubt that there will be much 

chan&• either way in the Seuate.. So l!:0d have to answer your question by saying 

that any change would be very modeat one way or another, and I don't see any 

particular big change. 

MR .. WELLS: But we are going to see some new fa.cco in the Senate? 

Through r etirement and otherwise. 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Yes, we have what ia it three Senator• f) 

I believe, that have announced their retireme~•. three very diatinguished Senators. 
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MR, WELLS~ And finally, Mro Vlce Prealdent, you were & PresideJJtial 

candidate ln 1960.. Can we expect you to run ~gain for the Presidenee in 1972, and 

if soQ why? 

VICE PRESiDENT HUMPHREY: Well, I'm a much b ~er hiatorian than 

! am a prophet, particularly when it come • to my own well beingo lt don°t malt• any 

prognostications or plana for my political U.fe b yond the election of 1968, lr hope 

that I can be helpful m that elec:tlcm 9 and t:ru at that X may have tho opportunity to 

carry the measage of this Admbdatration to th~e people . 1972 is four yean awaye 

and my goodnea s what can happen in thia changing world in four years i8 more than 

I can find words to dea cribe. 

MR. WELLS: Would you Uke to be Preaidem? 

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I th!nk 1°11 let you ask that q_ueation to 

me some years later. 

MR. WELLS: Thank you very much, Vice Prea!dent Humphrey. You 

have just listened to ;t REPORT TO THE PEOPLE by the Vice Pre~idem of the 

United States, the Honorable Hubert H" Humphrey. Thla b Linton Wells in 

Washington. 
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