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INTRODUCTION
SENATOR FRED HARRIS

Twenty years ago a young reform Mayor of Minneapolis, burst onto the national
scene at the Democratic National Convention with one of the memorable statements
of our time -- a statement of such clear and compelling idealism that it shook
the conscience of our nation,

In the 20 years since, he has become United States Senator...Majority Whip of
the United States Senate...and Vice President.

He has risen not because of any personal compromise,

He has risen because he has never once lost the idealism...the basic humanity
and personal integrity that have marked him as a true servant of his people.

His record is unmatched in public life: A man so far ahead of his time that
many of the bills he introduced in 1949 and 1950 have only become law in the
last two Congresses.

His initiatives have led to Medicare...to federal aid for education...to the
Alliance for Progress...to the Peace Corps...to Food for Peace...to the Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty and the establishment of the Arms Control and Disarmament
Agency...and to almost every major piece of civil rights legislation in our era.

As Vice President, he has traveled across the world in sensitive diplomatic mis-
sions fundamental to our peace and security.

And he has never once swerved from loyalty to his President...to his party...to
his country...or to his ideals.

I am honored to introduce a man whose time has come...

The Vice President and, the next President of the United States: Hubert Humphrey.
# # #
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We are here today on business: Freedom's

business ... America's business ... the Democratic

ﬂ__

Party's business ... in that order.
T e E———

LThese priorities -- of freedom, country and party --

am—————p [P —— mmeorome
have guided me cumEEEGE_G__—_—_—EG———— 25 | sought to

reach an important personal decision,

1 Any man who has spent almost Eyr years near
the Presidenc;g as | havg' must weigh carefully the
implications of ?.‘i?.'.(.i.ﬂg an office that demands perhaps more

judgment, wisdom and maturity than any single man possesses,
a— T ————
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Yet any man who has spent his adult life in
— e

public service, as | havg, also knows within himself that

/

he must be willing to give of himself when and where he
= - -

feels he can best serve what he believes in,

lAnd so -- facing the hard realities of the

ET— T T

office ... yet knowing the potential for good which

lies within it: | shall seek the nomination of the

Democratic Party for the Presidency of the United States.
P e ]
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Z My credentials may be stated simplyzflloving

family ... teacher ... mayor of my city ... Senator from
P i s e L e

my state ... Vice President of my country ... grateful

””

husband and proud father ... believer in the American
—— R et

dream and the concept of human brotherhood,
a— ﬁ
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/|n his address of almost four weeks ago
President Johnson acted bravely and beyond all personal

interest, to bring unity to America and peace to Southeast
ST S

Asia.
—
/ We do not yet know the outcome of the President's

We are hopeful, but without

initiative for peace in Asia
illusion, Only time and events will give the answer.
— e
Z We do know, however, that in our country a

sense of balance has been restored.

LThe President) by his action, has given us

all a chance to see ourselves and our country in

——

proper perspective.
TS LI .

LWhen seen in that perspectivg’ | believe Lyndon

Johnson's Presidency willloom large in history for its

dramatic leadership toward social progress ... human

T T T T N ey *_

opportunity and peace.
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LThe President's action has served to dramatize

our most urgent requirement: The unity of our people.

Not unity at the expense of personal freedom,

Not at the expense of diversity. Not at the expense of dissent.

For we do not demand, nor should wg, an America

- /

of one mind. '

——

Z We seek an America of one spirit.g

T Ty

Z We seek an America able to preserve and nurture
[ =]

all the basic rights of free expression == yet able to reach
across the divisions that today too often separate race from
race, region from region, young from old, worker from
s cholar, rich from poor,

AWe ek an America able to do this in the higher
knowledge that our goals and ideals are worth conciliation

SEmm——  SEs—— S T e

and personal sacrifice.
#
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ZFor without unity, we shall begin to doubt
not only ourselves but our goals and ideals.

LWith unity, | am convinced those goals and

ideals can be achieved.

Which brings me to the questions | have
been asking myself.
ZWhat do the times call for?
LWhat are the possibilities of the future?
4 How should | now proceed?
The time has come to speak thoughts deeply
felt, but not said often enough} by millions of Americans.
Z The time has come to §_p_eﬂ<_9ut on behalf of
America -- not a nation that has lost its wa;, but a re_st.less

- a1 f

people striving to find a better way.
T TR,
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/The time has come to put aside selfish ambition

and pettiness ... to forget old fears and animosities,-immme
a——— /
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iagmish, and to bring forth tolerance ... understanding ...

tesress 9292 ESsseessesy

and mutual trust.
ey T ISR

L The time has come to recognize that this nation

has more strength than weakness ... more hope than

Gaeeapesn @2 =

dgﬁEair ... more faﬁh than goubt -- and that we have

more chance than any nation in previous history tom

_—-—

@i#® the problems we face.

ZThe time has come for those who share a deep

and abiding belief in the purposes and potentialities of

this nation to say: | love my country. 4
P

-

éThe time has come to express a New American
e

Patriotism., -
m——
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Not a patriotism expressed alone in flags or

parades, but in a willingness to get down to the hard,

tiring, endless work that every generation before us has
] am—T Y

paid out to keep alive the vision of what America can be.

[The time has come, in short, to reaffirm once
—4 k]

m.ge that we can do whatever we must do to carry forth

the unfinished and peaceful American revolution.
— T

e s o
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Z And, then, the question of our vision.,
L Uy
Alf we can mobilize the human resources to bring
unity among ourselves, what are the possibilities?
e ————————————
Z | believe this nation e can finally
break across the threshold of what no previous society has

ever achieved -- the building of a social order of both
T T e

freedom and compassion, of both enterprise and peace.,

e e T ] - ey,
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él believe we can ﬁnaHy create a nation where

human equality and human opportunity not only exist
eq y pportunity y €X

side-by-side, but nourish and re-inforce each other ...

J b eas s

where every citizen may participatg, on equal termsj in

every aspect of being and doing that relates to self-respect.,

[l beljeye we can make law and order not only
compatible with justice and human progress -- but their
e aa AL e g
unflinching guardians.g
I i
LI believe we can build cities and neighborhoods
— s SN

where all our citizens may walk together in safety and in
=i S
pride ... and in a spirit of true communi:(y.
Ll believe we can and n:_list maintain the strength
needed to protect our national security and to meet our
I e e

international commitments.

z | believe, too, in the practical possibilities of peace,,
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LI believe that free men, through the
exercise of their own wil] can narrow the dangerous

gap between the rich nations and the poor ... can end
= R m—

the scourge of hunger ... can slow down and halt the
L e e e ———————

spiraling arms race ... can treat and reduce the
e g T P . e

basic causes of tension and conflict in the world.
T S e T T T ST TR
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L | believe that, through our leadership, we
— g ')

can strengthen the United Nations and other international

institutions and make them real, everyday forces for peaceg

——— T,

AAnd | believe that this strong,_ rich' idealistic

P —t
nation can help to create a broader world society in which
human values may one day rule supreme.
| mean a world society, of independent and
free nation states, where the individual -- and not the
i i "=
institution -- comes first.
RS e
Z | mean a world society where every child's
e TRy

future lies open ahead ... where he can be a free man and
S g S R SRR

answer ultimately to no one but his God and his conscience.
S q— S St g
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His what | believe S America can help

achieve -- if we will only remember who and what we
are ... and why this country came into being ... and
what it is we really set out to doe
L‘I know the limitations of such a testament -- that it

says more of ideals than practicalities, and more of purposes

o= C— /

than !@s and means.
e Gy

LThere is nothing here of dollar balances ... of
inflationary pressures ... tight money ... loose morals ...
farm policy or labor laws ... conservation ... housing ...
health ... social security ... jobs ... and a great deal
more of infinite importance.

Ll\ﬁ\_o‘st of my time for the past quarter century has
gone into wg_r_lﬂg_g_gt these problems.Q know them, And |
have some ideas about how they may be challenged, During

b i ]

my campaign, | shall express those ideas..
L aa
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But today, | thought we would do well to
begin by looking at the stars.
LFor there is guidance in the pursuit of great
Y
ideals) and energy in the pursuit of great ideas.q

T T [ faw)

ZNovi1 to the business of getting elected,‘ ’

The people who voted for me as Vice President
had every right to expect a full four years' service in
that office.

Thus, in the weeks ahead, | shall continue to
fulfill to the best of my abilities the duties of my office.

| shall, as the President has, observe the
absolute priority of peace over politics.

| shall do my utmost to contribute to a broad
national dialogue -- devoted not to personalities, but to

issues -- which may at once benefit ... educate and

inform both the American people and the Democratic Party.
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ZFor 1968 is not the year for frenzied or inflammatory
— SE— PEET— e

rhetoric, or for finding scapegoats for our problemso Itis
——_"'7

a year for common sense.l
L

Z_It is a time requiring maturity, restraint, and

responsibiity. o ﬂdd' Y] l'ﬁm% A
emptation 1§ decave itner e ¥Ry

[ I will resist the temptation to deceive either the

people or myse!fll have been too close to the Presidency

#
to believe that the solutions are simple and the answers
i s

easy.

What concerns me is ot just wEI_r_l_i_ng the
how
nomination, but/it is won.
—— i

AThe man who wins the nomination must be

able to unite his par_ty.

L The man who unites his party must be able to unil asd)

govern his nation.

Z | intend to fight hard for the nomination,_ but
et /

| do not intend to divide either my party or my nationg
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Lln this effort | shall do my best, And | ask

no less of those who will join me.g

éFor democracy is only what democracy gets done.
eSS S

L_e don't get what we stand for g/ We get what |
IR

we earn and work for.

Lln full knowledge of the challenges that lie
within both the campaign and the office ... | enter this
course with a determination to win.

And | shall base everthing | do on one

—_—TTETTTTTET
conviction: That this country) working in a spirit of
unity, can overcome any obstacle in finally realizing
a— D e ]

the fullness of freedom) the Erize of peaceI and the
AT RN P AR,

happiness of human opportunity -- here and in the

—w— [ e

world.
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""The future has several names.

For the weak, it is the impossible.

For the faint-hearted, it is the unknown.
For the thoughtful and va.liant; it is ideal.

The Challenge is Urgent.

The Task is Large.

The Time is Now " 972 b/p m_“*&la '{
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HHH _ WASHINGTON DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY FOR
PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION

Thank yow, thank you, Senator Harris. How can I say thank you
any more sincerely than to say that my heart runneth over with
gratitude and appreciation of a friend, and thank you, Senator
Mondale; thank you my champion. Thank you, you two co-chairman
for the brilliant leadership you have given all of us, that you
have given Congress that symbolizes and representes our country.
I am so proud of my co-chairmen and our committee and every
person in this gathering today. Thank you. (applause)

And here we are, just as we ought to be, here we are, the
people, here we are the spirit of dedication, here we are the
way politics ought to be in America, the politics of happiness,
politics of purpose, politics of joy; and that's the way it's
going to be, all the way, too, from here on out. (applause)

My fellow Americans, we're lLere today on important business,
freedom's business, American's business, the Democratic Party's
business, and in that order. These priorties of freedom, country,
~and party have guided me as I have sought to reach an important
personal decision. Any man who has had the privilege of spending
almost twenty years near the President and the Presidency as I
have,must weigh very carefully the implications of seeking a=m
office that demands perhaps more judment, wisdom, and maturity

than any single man poseesses. Yet any man Xwho has spent a



lifetime, at least who has spent his adult life in public service,
also knows within himself that he must be willing to give of
himself, when and where he feels he can best serve what he believes
in. And so my friends and fellow Americans, facing and knowing

the hard realities of the office, yet also knowing the poténtial
for good which lies within it, I shall seek the nomination of

the Democratic Party ( applause) .

(We want Humphrey...) Like it or not, you have him. Yes,
as I said, I shall seek the nomination of the Democratic Party
for the Presidency of the United States. My credentials, well,
they may be stated rather simply: of a loving family; teacher;
mayor of my city; senator from my state; vice-president of my
country; grateful husband; proud father; believer in the
American Dream-tHe concept of human brotherhood. (Applause)

In his address of almost four weeks ago, President Johnson
acted bravely and beyond all personal interest to bring unity
to American and to bring peace to Southeast Asia. We do not yet
know the outcome of the initiative for peace in Asia. But we
are hopeful, but without illusion--only time and events will
give the answer. We do know, however, that in our country, a
sense of balance has been restored. We know the President by
his action, has given us all a chance to see ourselves and our
country in proper perspective. And when seen in that perspec-

tive, I believe Lyndon Johnson*s presidency will loom large in



history for its dramatic leadership towards social progress, human
opportunity, and peace. (applause)

The President's action has served to dramatize our most urgent
requirement-the unity of our peoples-not unity at the expense of
personal freedom, not at the expense of diversity, not at the
expense of dissent, or we do dd¥ not demand, nor should we, an
America of one mind. What we seek is an America of one spirit.
(applause)

We seek an America able to preserve and nurture all the basic
rights of free expression, yet able to reach across the divisions
that too often separate race from race, region from region, young
from old, worker from scholar, rich from poor. We seéek an
American able to do this in the higher knowledge that our goals
and ideals are worthy of concilliation and personal sacrifice.
For !'without unity, we shall begin to doubt not only ourselves,
but our goals and ideals. With unity, I am convinced these
goals and ideals can be achieved, which brings me to the ques-
tions I have been asking muyself : What do ! these times call for?
What are the possibilities of the future? And how should I now
proceed?

Well, the time has come to speak thoughts deeplg felt, but not
often said by millions of Americans. The time has come to speak
out on behalf of America, not a nation that has lost its way,
but a restless people, a great nation, striving to find a better

way (applause)



The time has come to put aside selfish ambition and pettiness,
to forget old fears, and animosities, and to bring forth from
our midst tolerance, understanding, and mutual trust. The
time has come to recognize that this n&tion has more strength
than weakness, more hope than despair, more faith than doubt,
that we have more chance than any nation in previous history
to master the problems that we face. The time has come for

JCa.{:Hx
those who BHXE share a deep and abiding‘in the purpose and
potentialities of this nation to say: I love my country. (applause)

Yes, the time has come to express in our way and our time a
new American patriotism; not a patriotism expressed alone in
flags, but in a willingness to get down to the higher, hard,

endfess
tiring)woerk that every generation before us has paid out to keep
alive the vision of what America can do. The time has come, in
short, to reaffirm once more, that we can do whatever we must do
to carry forth the unfinished, peaceful American revolution.
(applause)

And then comes the qguestion of our vision: What is it? What
shall it be? If we can mobolize the human resources to bring
unity among ourselves, what are the possiblities? Let me state
them as I see them: I believe this nation can finally break
across the threshold of what no previous society has ever dared

dream or achieve--the building of a social order of both freedom

and compassion,of both enterprise and peace. I believe we can



finally create a nation where human equality and human opportunity
not only exist side by side, but nourish and reinforce each other;
where every citizen may participate, on equal terms, in every

aspect of being and doing that which relates to self-respect.
(applause) I believe we can make law and order not only compat-
ible with justice and human progress, but their unflinching
guardians. (applause) I believe that we can build cities and neigh-
borhoods where all our citizens may walk together in safety and

in pride and the spirit of trme community. (applause)

I believe we can, and I know we must, maintain the strength
needed to protect our own national security and to meet our
international committments. (applause)

But I believe, too, in the prectical possibilities of peace;

I believe that free men, through the exercise of their own will,
can narrow the dangerous gap btween the rich nations and the poor,
can even end the surge of hunger, can slow down ¥ and halt the
dangerous spiriling arms race, and can treat and reduce theFasic
causes of tension and conflict in the world. I believe that
through our leadership, we can strengthen the United Nations and
other international institutions and make them real, everyday
forces for peace. (appluase)

Yes, I believe that this strong, rich, and idealistic nation
of ours can help to create a broader world society in which human

values will one day rule supreme. And I mean a world society of



independdnt and free nations, where the individual and not the institution
or the party comes first. T mean a world society where a child's future
lies open ahead and where he can be a free man and answer ultimately to no
one but to God and to his conscience (applause),

A dream, yes, a hope, yes, because America is both a dream and a hope
for ourselves and for others, All of this is what I believe our America
can help achieve. If we will only remember who and what we are, and why
this country came into being, and what it is we really set out to do, Now,

I know, full well, the limitations of such a testament., I know that is

says more of ideals than it does of practicalities, and more of high pur-
poses than ways and means, This I know. There is nothing here that T have
dsaid of dollar balances, or inflationary pressures , tight money, loose
morals, farm policy or labor laws, conservation, housing, health, social
security, jobs, and a great deal more of infinite importance. In fact, mos t
of the time, of my time for the past quarter century, has gone into working
at these problems; I know them, (applause) I know them and T have some
ideas about how they can be challenged, and during the coming months in my
campaign and your campaign T shall express these ideas, But today, I thought
we would do well to begin this great pursuit and venture, this cause that is
ours, to begin by looking at the stars, for, my friends, there is guidance

in the pursuit of great ideals and energy in the pursuit of great ideas,
(applause)

And now to the business of getting elected, Let me share with you my
thoughts: The people who voted for me for Vice-President have every rights
to expect a full four-year service in that office, Thus in the weeks ahead,
I want you to know that T shall place high priorty upon that call to service
and T shall continue to fulfill, to the best of my abilities, the duties of
my office, and the responsibilities §f that have been placed upon me, I

shall,as the President has, observe the absolute priority of peace over

polities. (applause)



I shall do my utmost to contribute to a broad reasoned national dialogue,
devoted not to personalities, but to issues which may at once benefit, edu--
cate, . and inform the American people and the Democratic Party, For 1968,
this year, is not the year for frenzied or inflammatory rhetoric, nor is it
the year for searching out , and skeking and finding scapegoats for our problems,
T submit that 1968 is the year for common sense to the American people (appause).

It is a time requiring every person, in every post , in every area of
leadership, maturity, restraint, and responsiblitiy. And it should be a
time of great confidnece, and above all, my friends, a time for public
happiness in this nation, (applause)

So you may understand the ground rules of my effort, I will resist the
tempdation, and successfully so, to deceive either the people or myself, I
have been too close to the Presidency to believe that the solutions to our
complex and difficult problems are either simple or easy and I know the
answers do not come quickly, But what concerns me is not just winning the
nomination, but how it is to be won, (applause)

The man who wins the nomination must be able, first, to unite his
party. The man who unites his party must be able , above all to unite and
govern his nation., You can rest assured that I intend to ¢ fight hard
and clean for the nomination (applause). But I do not, and will not,
divide either my party or my country. In this great effort, I shall do
my best and T ask no less of those who join me,

For democracy is only what democracy gets done; we don't get just
what we stand for, we get what we earn and what we work for, In the full
knowledge of all the challenges that lie ahead within both the campaings
and in the high office, I enter this course with a resolved and a determintion
to win, (applause) And T shall make everything that I do on one convietion:
that this country, we the people of these United States,working in a spirit

of unity, can overcome any obstacle, finally realizing the fullness of



freedom, the prize of peace, and the happiness of human opportunity, both
here and in the world, My fellow Americans, we are the people of today;

we are the people of tomorrow , and it is to the future that we look and

we aspire. And T found some words that told me exactly what I want to tell
you; you'll find them inscribed in great literature. The future has

several names: for the weak it is impossible,for the faint-hearted it is

the unknown, for the thoughtful and the valiant it is ideals, The challenge

is urgent, the task is large, the time is now -- on to victory! (applause)
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THE VICE PRESIDEN
WASIINGTON

20501

April 30, 1968

Dear Fellow Democrat:

Enclosed is a copy of my announcement of candidacy
for the Democratic Presidential nomination. In it

I have tried to set forth the broad directions and
spirit in which I hope to conduct my campaign.

I solicit your help - I welcome your participation.

I am already heartened by the support and
encouragement I have received from so many of

the leaders and members of the Democratic Party in
Colorado. The progressive, dynamic idealism of
your organization makes this support particularly
meaningful,

I look forward to working with you in meeting the
challenges which lie before us this summer and fall.

Sincerely,

Hubert H. Humphrey
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We are here today on business: Freedom's business . . .America's
business . . .the Democratic Party's business . . .in that order.
These priorities -- of freedom, country and party -- have guided

me over the past number of days as I sought to reach an important
personal decision.

Any man who has spent almost four years near the Presidency, as

I have, must weigh carefully the implications of seeking an office
that demands perhaps more judgment, wisdom and maturity than any
single man possesses.

Yet any man who has spent his adult life in public service, as I
have, also knows within himself that he must be willing to give of
himself when and where he feels he can best serve what he believes in.

And so -- facing the hard realities of the office . . .yet knowing
the potential for good which lies within it: I shall seek the nomina-
tion of the Democratic Party for the Presidency of the United States.

My credentials may be stated simply: loving family . . .teacher . . .
mayor of my city . . .Senator from my state . . .Vice President of

my country . . .grateful husband and proud father . . .believer in

the American dream and the concept of human brotherhood.

* % *

In his address of almost four weeks ago President Johnson acted
bravely and beyond all personal interest, to bring unity to America
and peace to Southeast Asia.

We do not yet know the outcome of the President's initiative for
peace in Asia. We are hopeful, but without illusion. Only time
and events will give the answer.

We do know, however, that in our country a sense of balance has been
restored.

The President, by his action, has given us all a chance to see
ourselves and our country in proper perspective.
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When seen in that perspective, I believe Lyndon Johnson's
Presidency will loom large in history for its dramatic leadership

toward social progress . . .human opportunity and peace.
The President's action has served to dramatize our most urgent
requirement: The unity of our people.

Not unity at the eéxpense of personal freedom. Not at the
expense of diversity. Not at the expense of dissent.

For we do not demand, nor should we, an America of one mind.
#

We seek an America of one spirit.
—

We seek an America able to preserve and nurture all the basic
rights of free expression -- yet able to reach across the
divisions that today too often Separate race from race, region
from region, young from old, worker from scholar, rich from poor.

We seek an America able to do this in the higher knowledge that

our goals and ideals are worth conciliation and personal
sacrifice.

For without unity, we shall begin to doubt not only ourselves
but our goals and ideals.

With unity, I am convinced those goals and ideals can be
achieved.

Which brings me to the questions I have been asking myself.
What do the times call for?

What are the possibilities of the future?

How should I now proceed?

* % &

The time has come to speak thoughts deeply felt, but not said often
enough, by millions of Americans.

_%he time has come to speak out on behalf of America -- not a nation

that has lost its way, but a restless people striving to find a
better way.
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The time has come to put aside selfish ambition and pettiness

- - .to forget old fears and animosities, where they exist,

and to bring forth tolerance . . .understanding . . .and mutual
trust.

The time has come to recognize that this nation has more
strength than weakness . . .more hope than despair . . .more
faith than doubt -- and that we have more chance than any nation
in previous history to cope with the problems we face.

The time has come for those who share a deep and abiding
belief in the purposes and potentialities of this nation to
say: I love my country.

The time has come to express a New American Patriotism.

Not a patriotism expressed alone in flags or parades, but in

a willingness to get down to the hard, tiring, endless work
that every generation before us has paid out to keep alive the
vision of what America can be.

The time has come, in short, to reaffirm once more that we
can do whatever we must do to carry forth the unfinished and
peaceful American revolution.

* * %

And, then, the question of our vision.

If we can mobilize the human resources to bring unity among
ourselves, what are the possibilities?

I believe this nation and people can finally break across

the threshold of what no previous society has ever achieved --
the building of a social order of both freedom and compassion,
of both enterprise and peace.

I believe we can finally create a nation where human equality

and human opportunity not only exist side-by-side, but nourish

and re-inforce each other . . .where every citizen may participate,
on equal terms, in every aspect of being and doing that relates

to self-respect.
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I belleve we can make law and order not only compatible with
Justice and human progreéss -- but their unflinching guardians.

I believe we can build cities and neighborhoods where all
our citlzens may walk together in safety and in pride.w.
and in a spirit of true community.

I belleve, too, in the practical possibilities of peace.

L belleve that free men, through the exercise of their own
will, can narrow the dangerous gap between the rich nations
and the poor...can end the scourge of hunger...can s

down and halt the Spiraling arms race...can treat and reduce
the basic causes of tension and conflict in the world.

I belleve that, through our leadership, we can strengthen
the United Nations and other international institutions and
make tHe€m real, everyday forces for peace.

And I believe that this strong, rich, idealistic nation can
help to create a broader world society in which human values
may one day rule supreme.

I mean a world society, of independent and free nation states,
where the individual -- and not the institution -- comes first.

I mean a world society where every child's future lies open
ahead...where he can be a free man and answer ultimately
to no one but his God and his conscience.

That is what I believe this America can help achieve --

1f we will only remember who and what we are...and why this
country came into being...and what it is we really set out
to do.

I know the limitations of such a testament -- that it says
more of ideals than practicalities, and more of purposes
than the duller ways and means.

There is nothing here of dollar balances...of inflationary
pressures...tight money...loose morals...farm policy or
labor 1aws...conservation...housing...health...social
security...jobs...and a great deal more of infinite importance.



PAGE 5

Most of my time for the past quarter century has gone into
orking at these problems. I know them. And I have some
ideas about how they may be challenged. During my campaign,
I shall express those ideas.

But today, I thought we would do well to begin by looking
at the stars.

For there is guidance in the pursult of great ideals, and
energy Ln the pursuit of great ideas.

* ¥ %
Now, to the buslness of getting elected.

The people who voted for me as Vice President had every
right to expect a full four years' service in that office.

Thus, 1ln the weeks ahead, I shall continue to fulfill to the
best of my abilities the duties of my office.

I shall, as the President has, observe the absolute priority
of peace over politics.

I shall do my utmost to contribute to a broad national

dlialogue -- devoted not to personalities, but to issues --

which may at once benefit...educate and inform bofh the
<<:#merlcan people and the Democratic Party.

For 1968 is not the year for frenzied or inflammatory rhetoric,
or for inding scapegoats for our problems. It is a year for
common sense,

e ————
I will resist the temptation to deceive either the people
or myself. I have been too close to the Presidency to believe
that the solutions are simple and the answers easy.

What concerns me is not Just winning the nomination, but how
it 1s won.

The man who wins the nomination must be able to unite his
party.

The man who unites his party must be able to govern his nation.
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I intend to fight hard for the nomination, but I do not
Intend to divide elther my party or my nation.

In this effort I shall do my best. And I ask no less of
those who will join me.

For democracy is only what democracy gets done.

We don't get what we stand for. We get what we earn and
work for,

In full knowledge of the challenges that lie within both
the campaign and the office...I enter this course with a
determination to win.

And I shall base everything I do on one conviction: That
this country, working in a spirit of unity, can overcome

any obstacle in finally realizing the fullness of freedom,
the prize of peace, and the happiness of human opportunity --
here and in the world.

##HHHA
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My fellow Americans:

As

I intend to seek the romination of the Democratic

Party for the Presidency of the United States,

Virtually all my professional life has been spent in

public service--public service at the community level-as May-

or of Minneapolis, at the state level as Senator from Minne-

sota, at the national level as Vice President,

My decision to run, obviously, is directly related to

President Lyndon B. Johnson's decision not to seck re-election.

I am proud to have been associated with President Johnson and
|

his administration. The past four years have been years of
|

challenge and trial for the American people but they have also

¢

4
»
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been years of surging, exciting growth.

In terms of legislation directed to the making of a better
America, it is diff:i.c.ult to think of any four-ycar period in our history
that can show more promise translated into actual progress.

I have served as President Johanson's lieutenant during this
period. I have attempted to carry out to the best of my ability every
assignment given me -- helping to get vita]'. legislation through the
Congress, undertaking missions in search of peace to all parts of
the world, participating in the work of the National Security Council.

In seeking the Presidency of the United States, however, Ido

so not as a lieutenant but as an elected official with a long record

of public service, and with a program of his own.




M i ——

- 3 -
. L -
& O AV~

Nothing that I say, therefore, wAtodes the present

g
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Administration. Everything I say COMRECTLE e,

I nave never been more hopeful, more confident, about -

the American people and their future than I am now.

I believe this nation and this people are involved in
an adventure in creatiye growth and progress that will have
enduring meaning--for ourselves and for all mankind.

I believe that peac; is possible--in Vietnanm and in the
rest of the world.

I believe we can bring the world arms race under control.
I believe we can help make ‘of the United Netions an organiza-

tion strong enough to carry the hopes of the world's peoples

for lasting peace under law.

I believe it is possidle to develop the world's resources




for the world's good. I believe it is possible to end the scourge of
hunger in the world and to deal with basic causes of tension and
conflict, -

I believe it is possible for freedom to win the war of ideas
in the world -- whether the opponent is the Soviet Union or
Communist China or any other totalitarian ideology. But the impor-
tant thing here is that the weapons will not be guns or bombs but
idecas -~ and victory will be measured not by destruction but by human
progress.

And I believe, most profoundly of all, that we can create here
in America not just a Great Society but a Humane Society, a society
in which human values are supreme, a society of opportunity, a
society of justice for all our citizens,

I intend tonight to tell you why I believe all this is possible.

I intend to tell you what I would do as President to help advance the
goals of a Humane Society,

But first I want to make known my high admiration for Senator
Eugene McCarthy and Senator Robert Kennedy, It is a tribute to the
Democratic Party that it can offer men of such capacity and courage

to the American electorate.




T have lmown Bugene McCarthy since our school days.
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proud to ¢gll him a friend. He is a man of high in-
telligence and integrity. The people of Minnesota have been
well served by Bugene McCarthy. He is entitled, on the basis
of his achievements in goverament, to seek the highest office
in the land.

I have similar high regard for Robert Keanedye .*s Kttor-

ney General and as Senator from New York, he has demonstrated

the highest qualities of public service. le does full justice

to a great American name.

Anyone who expects me 1o try to advance my cause by tear-

v

ing these two men down couldnit be making a greater mistake.,

ind I want to make this clear: I aum not running against any-




‘one in my bid for the Democratic nomination. 1 intend to

run-on the strength of my own record and on the strength of
e

my own program for America.

I1'd like to talk now about the two mést important issues
before the American people. As the campaign develops, I will
speak about the full range of problems affecting the well-beins

of this nation., Tonight, however, I want to talk about just

]

\
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of citizenship in the United States--to do it swiftly,and
without riots or violence.

The second of these problems is to end the war in Vietnan

and then go beyond Vietnam to attack the basic causes of war

itself and make this earth safe and fit for the Iuman race.

Let me begin with the first problem--the need for social

justice for all Americans.




A FTew weeks ago, in Atlanta, I stood by the side of
a wife and mother who, perhaps more than any single other

imerican, 18 entitléd to speak avoutl the need for peaceful

=8

change in this nation., Her nane, of course, is Coretta Xing,

tne widow of Dr. Martin Luther King, 9%

Wnat she said in. Atlanta that day can serve as the basis

Hy

on earih. She spoke of Martin Luther King's drean for an Amer=

iea that-places proper value on the gift 6f life and on the
wortn of all its citizens, black and white. Her conviction-==
which was Dx. King's conviction--is that this drean must be-

come reality in our time.

i .
Anyone who was 1in ptlanta that day will never forget

i = - L)
Coretta King's testament-—the testament o 2 yoman” wWhoSe over-
| )
|| [F
whelming personal griel cannot deflect her from wie piggest

]

F
mission in wo¥ 1ife-~-to keeP alive and vitrant Martin Iuther

Kingls challenge o every individual Lmerican--the'challezge

or the most magrificent advance yet experienced by ayy society

r————————— e ———



ing of a more decent societly,

a mor& compassionate society, a more respomsible societye.

Vinen I talk about peaceful change, I do not mean insig-

"

nificent change or routine change.
Neither am I talking about casual commitments to

goals,

I am tallking about the need for far-reaching change and

for enduring commitments to the goal for a r newed America.

|

|

| - = 3 - -

\ I am talking about rebuilding our cities. L an talleing

about the end of the ghetto., I am tallking about new housing,

| schools, hospitals, libraries, playgrounds, conmunity centers.

I am talking about new job opportunities.
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g about vital health services.

H

an talking about the importance of human respect
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nride.



think the conventional idea

of integration is good enough

& “ihda e

Certainly we zmust push ahead with integration, but integ-

o)
?

ration must nrever mean ;insubordination

&

he purpose of integ-

ration should to enable a man to find himself, not to lose him-

adoke bl

self, He must be respected for what he is, black or white,

Y
ol
and not beconme faceless in i&¥e crowd.
Integration is not just an opportunity for a black

| . to work for a white man, It must mean that a black man can

|

] have his own business--whether we are tallking about a grocery
i

i

] store or a department store or a bank or a factory.
. In our society the freedom to work goes along with the

pea

pportunity to own. OCbviously, ownership of important enter-
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prises cannpot be had for the asking People need capital,
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ost of all they nmust have t;e oppor-
tunity to own,

American business and government can ;elp nmake loans avail-
able and thus create enlarged opportunities for business owner-
ship by Negroes.

If we want the American Negro to feel fully connected tTo
a free America he must be free ito play an important Pole in
it; he must be free to make his full contribution to it; he must
te free to come into full possession of his abilities,

Franklin D. Roosevelt never waited for the United States to

outgrow, the depression, He knew that action was required, He

velieved that history is what men want it to be. He believed




that Americans nhad the opportunity and therefore tae obhligation
to change their country for the better. And because he wouldn 't
accept thg notion that unemployment was beyond the reach of
human intelligence, he helped create all sorts of new econ o
programs--ppograns for farms and factories and for small bus-
inesses~-programs that enagled men to rebuild their enterprises

or farms or start up new ones.

I want to see ample funds made available to help gualified

Negro Americans hold the rnighest positions in industry and gove-

ernment and to become important proprietors in American business.

I believe we should help train them to be enterpreneurs.

The same is %true of the professions. Men may have the finest

professional training in the world--whether as lawyers Or Goators
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or scientists or educators ~- but they must‘have the opportunity to use

those skills productively.

This is what‘l mean when I say that integration is not enough. All

citizens -- white and black -~ should have access to the good things of
|

1ifb. They should know fulfillment and joy. They should be able to walk

‘\

|

in k:rride and respect in their communities.
|

| "
i )
\ I want to talk now about education.
|

I! The first test of a2 nation is how it educates its children. Let |

us face it: we are short-changing millions of our young children. Our
schools are overcrowded; many of our teachers are overworked and

underpaid,
|

No wonder that so many teachers find their jobs almost beyond

human endurance.
As a former teacher myself, I should like to talk about the

difficult and sometimes impossible conditions in many of our




oz Tl e
big city schaools.
Just having an integrated school doesn't by itself make

for a satisfactory education. You can't expect to put something in
. y g
i

the miﬁld of a child who comes to school with an empty stomach.
‘|. You can't expect a child to grow up in a neighborhood
atmosphere of struggle and violence and not be affected by it.
You ca:;;'t expose a child to an environment of insecurity and
tension and expect him to concentrate in the classroom. Many
thousands of our children lack the emotional and physical

stamina that the learning process requires,

The problem is not just what happens in the school but




whpt happens in the community and the home., It is a basic

problem and cannot be met by once-over-lightly approaches,

It is the problem of poor food, poor housing, congestion,

- A
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tension, and, finally, explosion.

N

The answer here is not to shut down schools inside the

ghettoes, but to open the eyes and the consciences of the waite

1=}
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commurity. ii?ucation is only a reflection of what is right or
wrong with the neighborhood itself. Good neighborhoods and
poor salaries don't go together. When we get at the basic
problems of the ghetto, we will lay the foundation for good
schools,

The same is true of housing.

There is no point in talking about open housing unless
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Of all the rights of wman, no single right is more important,

nore fundamental, and more essential than the right %o Ye }/

-

|

|

|

i_espected because a man belongs to the hulzan race.
1
1

.

| Ye are going to build.a Great Society. saut=ie

T«

: gﬁ?ﬁue are also going to build a Humane Society. 3y a

iumane Society, I amm thinking not just of sympathy and welfare,

|
°F

. am thinking of attitudes and human values--the value we place

on life; our awareness of the fragility of life; our determirnation
[
NA

to prote¥t life against abuse and indignity.

I don't believe we should use up all our moral and physical

enorgy in handwringing over what is likely to happen this summer

Shabara




Let's put all that energy to work now--right now--in

bringing social justice to life.

The black community should have a far larger role tha

it now has in the operaiion of the machinery of law and order.

Law and order will prevail--make nc nistake about it;
but it must not be law and order carried out along color lines.
It must not be one wall of color trying to contain another.

z and

The black community needs protection against riotin

violence no less than does the white. And the black community

today is ready to play its full role in furnishing whatever

.

-

police and auxiliary units may be required to insure orderly

|
conditions in their communities.
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We must move now--imaginatively, swiftly--to give Negroes

a major share in the protection of their neighborhoods,
88

Again, let me make clear, with all the emphasis at ny
command, that we are not going to build a Humane Society just
oy cuelling outbreaks,

Vie have got to fix our gaze on the guality of life in

Amgica. This is where our real security begins.
Self-respect and numan digniiy are impossible-unless a

man is free.
Freedom is possible vnly under law,
Justice-~social justice--cannot exist without law.
(o Say e 3 - e ] = A Mt = 4 o - el
Social justice is not complicated. What it megns iz that
L
| {?W

a man is entitled to basic decencies.

| A
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t means a man can have coniidence in his government
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LSS il
t0 sea thadehewpels a square deal in life, and

T w

e wontt
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be pushed around or kicked around.

Is this kind of confidence justified?

0f course it is.

Wherever I have gone in this couniry, Ilhave found deter-
mination and indeed an eagerness tolmake one class of citizenshin
a reality.

Everywhere I have found individuals who ask:

"What can I do?"

No longer do they ask only what someoxne else is going
to éo., Now the guestion is put exactly éé it has to be:

Mihat can I do?!
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Increasingly, people are answering this question by

realizing that as individuals they hold a large part of the

answer,

If you are a businessman, you can employ more blacks ==

even if it means you have to help train them.

If you belong to a labor union, see to it that Negroes

can get in.

Wherever you live, you can work for open housing.
Whatever you do, you can work for better schools.

Whoever you are, you can show respect. Attitudes are

| important. With the wrong attitude, nothing is possible. With
|

the right attitude, all things are possible.




What I am saying, of course, is that the challenge is

big enough for everyone to have a pilece of it. The challeng
belongs to the men who make our laws and sét the standardse—-

in the Federal goverrment, in the states, cities, and towns.

It belongs to the private organizations and institutions that
make up our free society. It belongs to all those ixdividuals
who in their day-to~day actions and dttitudes met the tone for
our society and create the dominant atmosphere which determines

whether this nation moves forward or stands still,

J. L L R
; 1]
I'd@ like aow to speal about the second great problemvécwcaaur “ls s

' to end the war in Vietnam and then to ‘commit ourselves fully

N -
b aFs
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| to an attack on what dis literally the biggest Smoilenm in the

L] Sl
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lworld -- the need to do away with war before war does away with man

| There are only three ways for ending the war in Vietnam.

One is simply for us just to pick up and go home -~
| .
l

without respect to or regard for the consequences of unilateral

wj_ithdrawalz. There is no question in my mind that a pullout of this

kind would not create peace but instead would lead to one of the worst
| |

blood baths in history.

The stage would be set for chaos or the

attempt at takeover in Indo-China and elsewhere in Asia,

end result would not be peace but a larger war,

So I do not belicve in walking away from Vietnam or in

any unilateral pullout.

A second way -~ to my mind just as irresponsible as the




first way--is oy trying to end the war by using all the force

This might exnds war in Vietnam but it would lead to a wider

war in Asia and probably in the world. Nothing coculéd he

cl
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more hideous or irresponsible than the decision to use to

force in Vietram regardless o
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v Let me tell you why.

The United States has pledged itself to preventing the
defeat of the South Vietnam government. The_Sovi t Unica and
Communist China :are each comnitted, for different reasouns,
to preventing the defeat of Noxth Vietnam. Therefore, any

attenpt to go all the way in Vietnam--§x} either side--will

without question bring the major powers in direct conflict
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E'with each other,

|
li What does this leave ? It leaves only one rational and ' r
|

i
l |
responsible alternative -- and this is to end the war through i

negotiations.
|

|l Naturally, negotiations will be difficult. They may be

prolonged, Attempts will be made to achieve through delaying
|
taél:tics or obstructionism what could not be won on the battle-
field,
Yet, with all its difficulties and drawbacks, I believe

there is no rational choice before us except to proceed with

negotiations as the only responsible way to end the war.




The hazards of exhaustion around the negotiating table
|

I
may be great but they are not nearly so great as the pain of dying

I

I| tew

|

}!or the pain of hot lead in a human body or the pain of being homeless
i
|
|

in your own country.
, i

| I don't think we should enter negotiations in a mood of
|I
fatigue, defeat, or despair. We ought to approach the negotiations
Wlith determination and a spirit of thanksgiving for the opportunity
|

to save lives and with the energy to see the talk"s. through to a
successful conclusion.
One of the great difficulties, of co'urse, in negotiations is
that, according to present plans,na third party will be at the table --
a third party who can insist on fixed rules for discussion and debate, who
can rule out irrelevant or obstructionist proposals or tactics,

and who can insist that both parties stick to the essential




The need for an objective third party is one of the central

lessons we have learned from human experience., We accept the

and
importance’ of zxck need for this principle in almost everything

we do--all the way from labor-industry arditration to courts
of law,

I believe}therefore)that we should propose in good faith

s
to North Vietnam government that a third party be called into

the negotiations and be given a reasonabvle degree of authority

i L]
e a
;'3, SN el
to keep tdeaon the track. The obvious choice would &een to

be Secretary-Gerneral U Thant, of the United Nations. If this
suggestion is inacceptable, we ought to try to involve a
6:f

< % F i
representative of the Sorld ¢ourt.

The same is true of the choice for a site for the

negotiations. It wounld be one of history’s greatest tragedies




il the lkilling had to go on in Vietnam because both sides
were ugable to agree on a place for the talks. Here, too
o & k] 1

I velieve we should say that we would be willing to meet at

any place designated by the Secretary-General of the United
Nations,

The important thing here is to get started on talks and
o
LAlA
stick with.3$ until we can achieve our goal of stability, safety,
8

and self-determination for the people of Vietnan.

|

|

| w

ﬁet uitlook beyond Vietnam to all the trouble zones awn=d
| N

sitestens throughout the world,

|

!
bhere is first of all the perilous situation in the Middle
|

East. Large-scale fighting has stopped but there is no peacg/

vetween Israel and her Arab neighbors,




The division of Gerumany between EZast and West and the
existence of Berlin as an island--this is %oo combustible

the nealth of Europe or the world,

bais

In Africa, war or threat of war 4¥%eesFen in half a dozen

rlaces,

L3
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Now one fact rises above all these highly Smemaire=siu=

That fact is that no single nation is stroag enough or
rich enough or wise enough to act as the world's policenan,

The United States could bankrupt itself by tryiang to ruzg sll

over the world with arwmed forces and weapons attenptizg to

keep the peace.

I believe the time has come to recognize that the world's

m‘}."‘ _,_?:::.Ef“) b-"bﬂf{}

maqf"“ance for peace devondswdn a fully developed United Nations.
|
|
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The biggest single problem in a nuclear age is war.

Unless we solve the problem of war, there can be only tem-

ew

porary solutions to all other problems.

I have always believed that the strongest single emphasis in
' the foreign policy of the United States should be on the need to bring
law and the institutions of law to bear on the relations among nations

National independence is possible only through world inter-

dependence,

|
|
.\
|nations is the greatest single challenge in human history.

The effort to substitute law for force in dealings among

| I want it to be known now that in everything I do I will

attach the highest urgency to peace -- enduring peace with justice.
|
|

|
'| I will seek peace not just by extolling the virtues of peace

but by working as hard as I can for the principles of




w3

These principles, I believe, call for the fullest pessible

strengthening of the United Nations.,
In fact, I do not believe that the human race will be secure

until the United Nations has effective and responsible authority --
|

authority to protect nations -- all nations -- against assult

i
|

or outside intervention;
| authority to underwrite the independence of nations;

|| authority to meet common dangers and advance common needs.
|

| What alternative do we have? What alternative does anyone

have? |
‘Armaments by themselves cannot provide security.

The United States just by itself has enough destructive power
to demolish any enemy or combination of enemies at least fifty

times over.




The Soviet Union has enoﬁgh nuclear force_ at its disposal
to destroy any of its enemies a dozen or more times over.
Yet neither nation feelé adequately secure.
The‘ security of our people -—.- indeed, the security of all the

world’'s peoples -~ depends today not on the accumulation of force

but on the control of force.
|

|
|
Accidents or miscalculations at the command posts could
|
bring !untold horror and agony to all those now alive.
That is why we all have to bring ourselves up to date in our
thinking,
President Kennedy was absolutely right when he said that
mankind must put an end to the arms race or the arms race will
Put an end to the human race.

I want to end the arms race in the only way it can be ended

-~ by giving the United Nations the adequate means for



underwriting world securis

- e

Today, there are more than 12,000 pounds of destructive

-

| force=--ainredsérve ~- in TNT equivalent -- for every uman, woman

aan g

| and child in the world.

\ . .

I Vle don't have 12,000 pounds of food in reserve for every

| e

. i”“man being--or 12,000 pornds of medicine or schoolbooks or

anything else.

The world will be out of bhalance and man will be out of
joint until we get our values straightened out and put our
main efforts and energies where they ought to be.

My fellow Americans--most of the problems confreating - -
us are world probleus.

War and peace is a world problem.

Racial discrimination is a world problen.
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0o Hany veople and too Litile foed is a world problem,

Polluijon of 2ir ané water dnd soil is basically a

world sroblem.

The de-humanigzation of man by his machines is & worlad

problen,

{le cannot neet these world problems just on ¢ Latianal
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bagis. We can ownder tcet ther”on & world bas
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That is why we need a strong United Wations. That

b
14

why the machinery of law and order mgst be build into the

Let ne give another example,

After the fighting broke out between Isrzel and the

Arab states last summer, everyone turned to the United Nations,
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Everyone always turnsg to.the United FHations

the damage is done.

"') "‘(r«- "_\53

I say:&ﬁ¢3 turn to the United Nations in time to

g ] \'.r' “ s
SN LG .
srevent the crisisg Let's all tura to it--all peocples~
-

and give it the resconsible and effective means to do th

work it has to do to deal with the basic causes of w=mi

I recognize all the difficulties in the way of creating

effective world law,

.

But there is energy just in the pursuit of great ldeas.

Thereis also a large degree of national security in th

definition and pursuit of great goals--no matter now seemi

The world znd@ everything in it belongs to the race of

the living.



I pledge myself to do everything I can to malke b’ &%
. 5 & J S

world conzenial for human life and safe for human life
I nledge myself tovwork for the kind of world in which

it will not be necessary for a man to kill or be XKilled,

3

- $
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life is sacred. Life is fragile., It desizss to be handled
=] .

with care and treated with infinite respect.

| These were the fdeas that animated the men who created
5. . 5 . " " N
this nation., These are the Zdeas that can bring peace and
rJ
{
dignity to our world in our time.
|

|
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