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MEET THE PRESS

MR. NEWMAN: Our guest today on MEET THE PRESS is
the Vice President of the United States, Hubert H. Humphrey,
who vesterday announced his candidacy for the Democratic
presidential nomination.

We will have the first questions now from Richard Valeriani
of NEC News. :

MR. YALERIANI: Mr, Vice President, is there any doubt in
your mind that President Johnson will not be the party nominee
this fall?

" VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : There is none. I take the
President at his word. I believe that he has spoken frankly and
sincerely, and I think we ought to leave it at just that.

MR. VALERIANI If there were a move to nominate him at
the convention, would you step aside?

VICE PRESIDENT DUMPHREY. I take the President at his
word. I think this kind of skepticism and eynicism that sort of
creeps into this business of politics really has no place at this
time. 1 shall pursue my candidacy within the means that T have,

MR. VALERIANI Earlier this month the Washinglon Post
wrote, “The Vice President is said to have been keenly disap-
pointed that the President did not point to him as the heir
apparent.” Were you keenly disappointed?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPIIREY: Not one bit, not at all. I
would not have expected the President to do that in light of his
statement of four weeks ago, and I am going to abide by that
statement, honor his position. It would have been in total conflict
with what the President was stating for himselt—in other
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words, to elevate his position above the partisan battle, for him
to have designated anyone as an heir apparent,

MR. VALERIANI: Before the convention do you expect him
to endorse you publiely?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY. I haven't asked the Pres-
ident to take any part in my efforts, As I have said, I am going
to put the priority of peace above partisan politics, I am going
to put the priority of national unity above partisan politics.
I do not expect the President to become directly involved.

Let me just say this, that T have had a wonderful relationship
with President Johnson for these almost four years and many
years before that in the Senate, The President is his own man.,
The President has not renounced his citizenship or his right
to participate in American public life. What he does, he will do,
and I am not going to lose a minute’s sleep over what he will do.
I regard him as a good friend and a great President.,

MR. VALERIANI: Sir, would you like
before the convention?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, my good friend, any
man who is a candidate for publie office likes to have support,
and of course, it would always please me to have the support of

the number of beople, including the President of the. United
States.

to have his endorsement

But, let’s just let that rest for a while. I think that these things
will all work out quite well,

(Annmmcements)

MR. RESTON. Mr. Vice President, I think it might be useful
if you told us a bit about what role you played in the decision-
making on the war during the past three or four years. For
example, on the decision {o go from observers to men on the
ground: were you in on {hose talks?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : My, Reston, 1 have been a
member of the President’s Cabinet, as you know, and a member
of the National Security Council. 1 have had the opportunity to
participate in the discussions that have taken place that lead
to dccisiml—making. The decisions that are made are made by
the President after he receives the advice and counsel of his
advisors. T have not been in on every talk., I wouldn't want to
exaggerate the importance of my contribution, I have been in
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on most of the discussions where decisions were—high decisions
were being given consideration. I feel I have played the role that
a Vice President ought to play, one of an adviser, when asked,
and also one of a loyal supporter when the decision is made.

MR. RESTON: What about the question of bombing beyond
the seventeenth parallel. What position did you fake on that?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: At the time that that
decision was made?

MR. RESTON: Yes.

.VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I supported that decision,
sir.

MR. KILPATRICK. Are you disappointed that there has not
been more progress in these Vielnam negotiations since the
President’s address of the 31st?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : My, Kilpatrick, of course,
most Americans—and I am surely one of them—likes to seo
progress come more readily in these matters than has been the
case up to now. But I believe we are learning something about
the nature of talks and negotiations with the Communist forces,
or with the Communist regime, and 1 don’t think we ought to be
particularly surprised at what has been happening.

This is going to be a long, tedions, and at times a very frus-
trating proceduwre, but we must persevere. We must have the
- patience and the perseverence to stay with it.

MR. KILPATRICK: Would you sce any value in selting some
sort of deadline for specific progress?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: 1 don’t think ecalendar
dates would be particularly helpful. I believe that men thatl are
in high public position can generally tell whether or not progress
is in the offing, whether some is under way, and you have to
judge day by day what may be happening and what the
prospects may be.

I think you have to be willing to take some chances in seeking
peace, just as you have to take some chances sometinies on the
battlefield, when you seek to gain either a victory there or to de-
feat an enemy:.

I want to emphasize again that what we arve seeing now in
these preliminary talks over location and site is all a part of the
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process that we are going to have to face up to for a long time.
In the instance of Korea, as I recollect, we had over two years of
these discussions, and in the beginning there was a big argument
over where we would even hold the discussions. The preliminary
discussions, as I recollect, were held in a place called Kaesong,
and it was proven to be totally inadequate, and so they came back
to Panmunjon. But it took a long time.

Unless we are willing to have the patience and to have the con-
fidence in what we are trying to do, these talks cannot lead to
negotiation. If we have that patience, 1 think they will,

MR. BRODER: Mr. Vice President, Senator Xennedy said the
other day that he shares what he called the public defermination
that there must be no more Vielnams, and he said that this kind
of experience could he avoided if the United States would refrain
—and I use his words—*“from the indiscriminate introduction of
American troops into the internal struggles of other nalions.”

Can you make a similar pledge, or do you think it is wise to
make a similar pledge? g

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: First of all, T don’t think
that is a very factual statement. We have not indiseriminately
introduced American troops into the troubles of other nations. We
have had massive trouble as far as the world is concerned in the
Middle Fast. We haven’t introduced American troops. We had
great troubles recently in Cyprus. When T say “we,” 1 mean the
people of the world with a great stake in world peace there, There
were no American troops introduced there. '

The whole area of the Middle East is a powder keg in which
American troops have not been introduced. We have backed the
peacekeeping operations of the United Nations as often as we
could and have done everything that we could to be helpful.

1 think to say. that indiseriminate introduction of American
troops is something that you ought not to have is what any sane
and responsible person ought to say, but by the same token, I
don’t believe one ought to make the statement that we would not
commit American forces where they were required for our own
national security.

MR. BRODER: Do vou think the United Stafes can afford
another Yietnam, can afford {o send {roops o counter another
Communist-backed insurgency in a country of southeast Asia,
Africa or Latin America?
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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I think you have to judge
that on the basis of what scems to be your own national interest
and your own national securily. I think it would be a very un-
fortunate thing if a man who seeks to be President of the United
States were to tell the Communist world that they could go willy-
nilly, without any regard as to what America would do with its
strength. One of the great needs in the world today is some assur-
ance as to what we mean and what we are willing to do, and 1
recall, Mr. Broder, that when treaties like the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization were signed and SEATO—I recall an edi-
torial, for example, at the time of SEEATO, that this was a great
step in the process of peace because it gave an advance warning,
so to speak, to the world that there were certain things that if
those things—if the Communist did cerfain things and took cer-
tain actions, they had to know that they would meet American
strength.

I think there is a danger of over-commitment, but T alzo think
there is a great danger in being unwilling to commit anything.
The use of power influences decision, but the absence of the use
of power also influences events.

MR. BRODER: Just to nail down this point, you do feel that
the Vietnam infervention has been and has served America’s
national interest?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : I think that the interven-
tion in Vietnam was required. As a matter of fact, President
Johnson wag not its author. I might add that the Senator to
whom you referred had a good deal to do with that decision him-
self during the time of the Administration of the late President
John I". Kennedy. He was not alone. He inherited that in part
from the administration of Dwight Eisenhower. I belicve that
the men that served this country as Presidents thought they
were doing the right thing.

Whether or not we followed all the right tacties, after that
decision was made, is always subject to debate. I am one of those
who believes that we ought to pursue as effectively as we can an
honorable peace, to try to find a way to negotiate our way out of
this tragic war, but I think it would be a greater tragedy to have
any responsible citizen that seeks high office in this country to
announce that American power would not be used in case there
was a Communist aggression. I think this would open up a Pan-
dora’s box of trouble and breed not peace, but great chaos.

_ MR. VALERIANI: Sir, you talk aboul taking chances to get

~ b

Y-




peace. Why are we unwilling to tuke the chance of going fo War-
saw (o hold the preliminary talks?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : 1 believe it is our view that
peace—the cause of peace would be better served if we could
find a place that was mutually agrecable in which there was a
sense of neutrality, in which the environment was conducive to
fruitful and productive discussions. That is my view of it.

Where we will finally end up with these talks, I cannot predict,
but T know that if thoze of us who are really interested in frying
to find a peaceful settlement, through honorable and effective
negotiation, where communications are good, where the environ-
nment is conducive to sane and responsible discussion—1I believe
that we ought not to fix ourselves on this place or that place, but
try to find, even as the Foreign Minister of North Vietnam said
himself, a mutually agreeable place.

MR. VALERIANI: And yet, Mr. Vice President, this country
has proposed a number of sites that obviously will not be accept-
able to North Vietnam. Doesn’t this bring into question our good
faith? : :

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : Not at all. T think it brings
into question only one thing: Whether or not we can effectively
conduct talks that will find a mutually asreeable place. This is
all part of the first steps that lend themselves, hopefully, towards
a negotiation stance. We are now at the point of trying to find out
where we can sit down to visit and to talk and to negotiate.

This is an important part of the process. T don’t think we ought
to expect that it is going to be easy. Quite frankly, I think that
every stage of our discussions with the North Vietnamese will
be difiicult and sticky. I think we just have to expect that is the
way they are going to act. They are going to squeeze every ounce
of propacanda out of every move they can make. We ought to
expect that. We ought not to be shouting from the housetops that
it is foul play—just expect it, and then proceed to try to find a
way and a means of bringing about a genuine peace, an honorable
peace where the peoples of South Vietnam can finally resolve
their difTerences and build a viable society behind the shicld of
American protection that they have at this particular moment.

MR. RESTON: Buf, Mr. Vice President, how many men are
we losing every day while this quibbling is going on?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : Mr. Reston, T don’t know
G .



the exact count, but 1 know that in the instance of Korea that
the fichting went on month after month, in fact, over two years
after the negotiations had got under way. There has been some
misinformation aboul how many people were lost after those
negotiations, but it is my hope, sir, that if we can gel negotia-
tions—which we don’t have now—at least we have contact; that
is a hopeful sign—direct contact. 1T we can get negotiations, it
would be my hope that those negotiations could lend themselves
to a steady process of de-esealation and that we could find ways
and means of bringing this strugele within bounds so that it is
not exacerbated, so that there is not escalation but rather de-

escalation.

MR. RESTON: At what point, sir, do you think you are going
1o be absolutely free to speak out for Humphrey and notl merely
just defend the Administration during the campaign?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: My, Reston, I will run on
the record of the Kennedy-Johnson and the Johnson-Humphrey
Administrations, but I will not rest on it. T happen Lo think a lot
of good things have happened these past seven or eight years,
and 1 am proud of my little contribution to some of those things.
I am happy that I have had a chance to be a part, first as the Ma-
jority Whip under President Kennedy's Administration, and now
a8 Vice President. T am my own man, and T will be my own man.
I will speak out on what 1 think is necessary to add on, to build
on what we have done. I see no reason to repudiate what we have
done. But cireumstances and times change, and Hubert Humphrey
changes with those circumstances and times, in terms of what is

needed.

I will speak specifically on matters relaling to our urban erisis,
on the problems of rural poverty, on the need of the improvement
of our social environment, on the vast needs of education, on
the malnutrition problems of some of our people, and I am sure
that I can say to men that are as seasoned in the whole art and
the work of politics, as you gentlemen, that you ought not to
speak hastily on these things. We are working on these matters.

There are four months between now and the convention in
August, and then after August there is better than two months
—you have September and October——for the general election.

I can think of nothing that would be more fruitless in the long
run, and really less helpful, than to start tomorrow morning try-
ing to outline the quickie answers to complex problems. T think
this would prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that T didn't know
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what I was talking about.

I am going to speak and I shall speak to the point, but I hope
to come up with something that is worthy of your respect and
your attention, and I will do it in measure and in time.

MR. KILPATRICK: Let me get to the urban crisis now, if I
may, Mr. Vice President: Two weeks ago Chicago’s Mayor Daley
said that he would urge his police officers to shoot o kil in order
to capture arsonists in the midst of these riots, What was your
reaction fo that statement on Mayor Daley’s part?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : First of all, T never talked
to the Mayor about it, and I know only what I read about it. I
think what we all ought to recoonize is that prompt and eflective
action to restore law and order is one of the essentials in prevent-
ing mass violence in any country. We ean learn a great deal from
this, by the way, from some of our Suropean friends who have
had to deal with riots over a long period of time. We ought to
minimize the loss of life. That is one thing we start out with. We
ought to try to protect life, and we ought to minimize, if humanly
possible, the loss of property.

The National Commission on Civil Disorders gave us some
pretty good suggestions, They propose that there be efTective law
enforcement: the training and retraining of police forces, the
proper use of the means of law and order, and the use of non-
lethal gas. I happen to think that the Mayor or Chicago is a good
Mayor, Mr. Kilpatrick. I think he has done a great deal for his
city. T think that he has a great affection for people, and he has
done many things for the poor people. He came from poor people
himself. He still lives in that poor neighborhood. 1 don't think
the Mayor of Chicago wants to do anything that would brutalize
a people or a city. I think he is concerned, like any other Mayor is
over, how do you restore law and order once it gets out of hand?

Whether he over-spoke himself—1 noticed there was some re-
vision of his statement later on—J am not going to stand in
Judgment on that. I do know that he has been able to build a
mighty good police department under some good professional
direction, and I think that we can depend that there will be a

minimum use of what we call “force,” bul an adequate use to
maintain law and erder.

MR. BRODER: Mr. Vice President, I'd like to ask you a polit-
ical question: T know you are not involving yvourself in the Presi-
denfial primaries, but you do have supporters in stales where
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Senator Kennedy, Senator McCarthy and others are running,
What would you like them {o do, say, in Indiana?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I am surely not in any pri-
mary, and if I wanted to be in a primary I would enter the name
of Hubert . Humniphrey. I would do it myself and not have any
stand-ins. We have no stand-ins. You have asked in the instance
of Indiana, Governor Branigan is running on his own, and he

made it quite clear. This morning I noticed in the press that he
is running entively on his own.

There are Humphrey people in Indiana, I hope there are thou-
sands of them. I hope {hat if there is an uncommitted delegation,
a Tavorite-son delegation to My, Branigan, that thoge thousands
of Humphrey supporters—hopefully thousands-—that they will
try to influence the Governor in being for Viee President Humph-
rey al the time of the convention, but I am not endorsing—and

may I say most candidly, 1 think the Governor didn’t want one
or expect one.

MR. BRODER: As 1 recall, you {ook some credit for persuading
Governor Branigan o be the stand-in for President Johnson,

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : Yes, sir.

NR. BRODER: Is it not logical then fo regard him as your
represeniative, despite these formal disclaimers?

[ Y

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: 1 have a high regard for
Governor Branigan. T don’t want to be misunderstood. I think
he is a good Governor, and he has 2 very broad base of support
throughout that state, 1 think his base of support goes far beyond
the Democratic Party. In fact, if it were an open election and not
a primary, I don’t have any doubt at all where Governor Braniean
would come out. I think he'd win hands down against all of his
opponents, but this is a clogsed primary and the Governor may not
have quite as much support amongst some Democrats as he has
amongst the independents, But 1 was acting for President John-
son, then; and to go back again, I am Hubert Humphrey, now.
I am not acting for the President in Indiana. The President ap-
peared that he might be available for renomination. T spoke to
Governor Braniean about that. I did ask him to stand in for the
President. But when the President withdrew, it was the President
that withdrew, and Humphrey was never in. But T want to gay I
hope there will be many people in Indiana that are listening to
this colloquy between us that have decided that they would like
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to support Hubert Humphrey, and 1 welcomq the formation of
any citizen groups or clubs—a little commercial, David.

MR. NEWMAN: We have about three minutes left, gentlemen,
-MR. VALERIANI: Mr. Vice President, if Senafor Kennedy

sweeps the primaries, wouldn'i it be reasonable {o expeet dele-
gates from other states {o flock to him?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : No, it would not. In the
meantime we expeet to do a little work along the way.,

Lt
the Senator has won all these primaries. Why should we stick
with you?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : In the meantime there will
¢ a number of delegates that will be, as you put it, “sticking
with Humphyrey,” and when you add it up that is what really
counts. Afier all, if you can get the delegates in a stale that is a
non-primary state, through the convention process, through the
caucus process, such as you have in my own state of Minnesots,
they are just as valuable as if you £0 and spend millions of dol-
lars in a primary. Which leads me to another thing, These pri-
maries get to be a rathey costly enterprise. 1 think I will be able
to run a more frugal and prudent campaign, may I say, by talking
to people, to the delegates, to the party leaders and in the mean-
time to build a broad base of national support all across this
country, north, south, east and west, with lzbor and business
and with many people in many walks of life,

MR. NEWMAN: We have about two minutes

MR. RESTON: 1 read in the Times {his morning {hat you said
you were going {o unify the country and make us happy. In what
order are you going to do these tywo things?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : Well, Mr. teston, I think
the first requirement of a program of reconciliation and of uni-
fication is to believe in it and to try to ask beople to think thege
problems out together, As I said in my statement of yesterday,
we want free expression. We are not trying to stop dissent, We
surely wouldn't want to stop debate. We don’t want an Ameoeriea
of one mind, but of one spirit, and 1 think this is rather important.
By that I mean, where we sense that we can worlk together, and
I think there is something happening in America that proves this.
I think the American people are concerned, first about the need
of law and order on the one hand, but also, the need of social
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Jjustice on the other.

I think they want to find a way to come together, to heal their
wounds. I really believe they do. I think I can be helpful. I really

believe 1 ean.
MR. NEWMAN: One minute left,

MR. KILPATRICK: I wanted to ask about the South, Mr. Vice
President. There was a {ime when you were immensely unpopular
in the South. Are you astonished now to find that most of the
Southern political leaders expect to go to Chicago in your support?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: No, T am gratified,

MR. KILPATRICK: Have you changed, or has the South
changed?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : We have all ch
goodness., We have all changed, and I hope we h
for the belter,

anged, thank
ave all changed

Let me say that T think one of the most
has happened in America is the fact th
we are beginning to be able to talk to each other. In the South
there are developments today that you and I would never have
dreamed possible ten years ago. I saw that when I was in Missis-
sippi, when I have been in South Carolina, when T have been in

- state after state in the South. We can talk to each other now, and
there is a new America, You see, this is what 1 believe, T think
that things that we fought for for years are beginning to come
into focus, into reality. Sure we have all changed. I am a little
older and I hope not quite as intemperate as I have been
MR. KILPATRICI Doetrinaire?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY:

a doctrinaire man. I hope to be a re
MR. NEWMAN: I am sorry to interrupt, but our time is up.
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : Oh, m ¥.

MR. NEWMAN : Thank you, Mr, Vice President, for being with
us on MEET THE PRESS’

wonderful things that
at we are growing up, that

Yes, that is right. T am not
asonable man.

11 = i

-




PLEASE CREDIT ANY QUOTES OR EXTCERPTS FROM THIS NBC RADIO AND
TELEVISION PRCGRAM TO "NBC's MEFT THE PRFSS,"

MEET THE PRESS

Produced by Lawrence E. Spivak

SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 1968

GUEST:
HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
The Vice President of the United States

" MODERATOR ¢

Edwin Newman - NBC News

PANEL:
James B, Restion « The New York Times
David S. Broder -~ The Washington Post

James J. Kilpatrick - Washington Star Synd.

1

i

Richard Valeriani NBC News

i

This is a rush transceipt
provided for the information
. and convenience of the press.
. Accuracy is not guaranteed,
In case of doubt, please
check with MFET THE PRESS

s e



21

3a

§7

i8

8@ B B B

By et =T e —

MR. NEWMAN: Our guest today on MEET TIHE PRESS is the
Vice President of the United States, Hubert . Humphrey, who
vesterday announced his candidacy for the Democratic presiden-
tial nomination.

We will have the first questions now from Richard Valeriani
of NBC News.

MR. VALERIANI: Mr. Vice President, is there any doubt
in your mind that President Johnson will not be the party
nominee this fall?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: There is none. I took the
President at his word. I believe that he has spoken frankly anc
sincerely and I thinkwe ought to leave it at just that.

MR. VALERIANI: If there were a move to nominate him at thd
convention, would you step aside?

JICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, I take the President at hig
word., I think this kind of skepticism and cynicism that sort
of creeps into this business of politics really has no place at
this time. I shall pursue my candidacy within the means that I
have.

MR. VALERIANI: FEarlier thisnonth the Washington Post
wrote, "The Vice President is said to have been keenly dis-
appointed that the President did not point to him as the heir
apparent." Were you keenly disappointed?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Not one bit. Not at all. I

would not have expected the President to do that in light of




e

0%

S

[~}

2

i

34

L

127

i%

29

H

25

——_—

==

e

|

3

- his statement of four weeks ago, and I am going to abide by

that statement and honor his position. It would have been in
total conflict with what the President was st. ting for himself.
In other woxds, to elevate his position above the ,-vtisan
pattle for him to have designated anyone as an heir spparent.

MR. VALERIANI: Before the convention do you expect him to
endorse you publicly?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I haven't asked the President
to take any part in my efforts. As I have said, I am going to
put the priority of peace above partisan politics; I am going to
put the priority of national unity above partisan politics. I
donot expect the President to become directly involved.

Let me just say this, that I have had a wonderful relation-
ship with President Johnson for these almost four years and many
years before that in the Senate. The President is his own man.
The President has not renounced his citizenship or his right to
participate in American public life. What he does, he will do,

and I am not ¢going to lose a minute's sleep over what he will do

| I regard him as a good friend and a great President.

MR. VALERIANI: Sir, would you like to have his endorsement
before the convention?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPUREY: Well, my good friend, any man who
is a candidate for public office likes to have support. Of
course, it would always please me to have the support of the

number of people, including the President of the United States.
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But, let's just let that rest for a while.
these things will all work out quite well.
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(Announcements)

I think that
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MR. RESTON: Mr, Vice President, I think it might be
useful if you told us a bit about what role you played in the
aecision-making on the war during the past three or four
vears., I'or example, on the decision to go from
observers to men on the qground. Vere you in on those talks?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHRLY - Well, Mr, Reston, I have been
a member of the President's cabinet, as vou know, and
a member of the National Setufity Council. I have had the
opportunity to participate in the discussions that have
taken place tnat led to decision-making. The decisions
that are made are made by the President after he receives
the advice and council of his advisors., I have not been in
cn every talk. i wouldn't want to exaggerate the importance
of my contribution. I have been in on most of the
discussions where decisions were -- aigh decisions were being
given consideration. I feel T have »2layed the role that a
Vice President ought to play, one of an advisor, when
asked, and also one of a loyal supporter when the decision is
made .,

“R. RESTOHN: What about the question of bombing beyond
the seventeenth parallel. What position did you take on that?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPIIREY: At the time that that decision
was made?

MR, RESTOW: Yes,

VICE PRESIDLHT HUMPHREY: I supported that decision, sir.
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MR. KILPATRICK: Are you disappointed that there
has not been more progress in these Vietnam negotiations
since the President's address of the 3lst?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPIIRLY - Well, #Mr, Kilpatrick, of
course most Americans, and I an surely one of them, likes

come
to see progress/more readily in these matters than has
been the case up to now. But I believe we are learning some-
thing about the nature cf talks and negotiations with the
Communist forces, or with the Communist reqime, and I
don't think we ought to be particularly surprised at what has
been happening.

This is going to be a long, tedious, and
at times a very frustrating procedure, but we must
persevere. We should have the -- we must have the patience
and the perseverence to stay with it.

YR. KILPATRICK: ‘iould you see any value in setting
some sort of deadline for specific progress?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I don't think calendar dates
would be particularly helpful. I believe that men that are
in high public position can generally tell whether or not
progress is in the offing, whether some is under way, and
you have to judge day by day what may be happening and
what the prospects may be,

I think you have to be willing to take some chances

in seeking peace, just as you have to take some chances sometin
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on the battlefield when you seek to gain either a victory
there or to defeat an enemy.

I want to emphasize again that what we are seeing now
in these preliminary talks over location and site, is all a
part of the process that we are going to have to face up to for
a long time. MNow in the instance of Korea, as I recollect,
we had over two years of these discussions and in the beginning
there was a big argument over where we would even hold the

discussions. The preliminary discussions as I recollect were
2

held in a place called Kaisong andit was proven to be totally

—w

inadequate, and so they came back to Panmunjom. But it took
a long time.

Now wunless we are willing to have the patience and to havg
the confidence in what we are trying to do, these talks cannot
lead to negotiation, If we have that patience, I think they

will,
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MR. BRODER: Mr. Vice President, Senator Kennedy said the
other day that he shares what he called the public determination
that there must be no more Vietnams, and he said that this kind
of experience could be avoided if the United States would refraip

"from the indiscriminate introduction of American troops into th

Ly

internal struggles of other nations,"

Can you make a similar pledge, or do you think it is wise
to make a similar pledge?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHRLEY: Well, first of all, I don't think
that is a very factual statement. We have not indiscriminately
introduced American troops into the troubles of other nations.

We have had massive troubles as far as the world is concerned in
the Middle Iast. We haven't introduced American troops. We had
great troubles recently in Cyprus. When I say "we" I mean the
people of the world. A great stake in world peace thxre. There
were no Amexrican troops introduced there.

The whole area of the Middle Dast is a powder keg in which
American troops have not been introduced. We have backed the
peacekeeping operations of the United W{ations as often as we
could and have done everything that we could to be helpful.

I think to say that indiscriminate introduction of American
troops is something that you ought not to have is what any sane
and responsible person ought to say, but bv the same token, I
don't believe one ought to make the statement that we would not

commit American forces where they were required for our own
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national security.

MR. BRODER: Well, do you think the United States can afford
another Vietnam, can afford to send troops to counter another
Communist-backed insurgency in a country in Southeast Asia, Afri
or Latin America?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I think you have to judge that
on the basis of what seems to be your own national interest, and
your own national security. I think it would be a very un-
fortunate thing if a man who seeks to be President of the United
States were to tell the Communist world that they could go
willy-nilly, without any regard as to what America would do with
its strength. One of the great needs in the world today is some
assurance as to what we mean and what we are willing to do, and
recall, Mr. Broder, that when treaties like the North Wtlantic
Treaty Organization was signed and SEATO, I recall an editorial,
for example, at the time of SEATO, that this was a great step in
the process of peace because it gave an advance warning, so to
speak, to the world, that there were certain things that if
those things -- if the Communist did certain things and took
certain actions, they had to know that they would meet American
strength.

How, I think there is a danger of over-commitment, but I
also think tlre is a great danger of being unwilling to commit
anything. The use of power influences decision, but the ahsence

of the use of power also influences events.
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MR. BRODER: Just to nail down this point, you do feel that
the Vietnam intervention has been ard has served hmerica's
national interest?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I think that the intervention
in Vietnam was required. As a matter of fact, President John-
son was not its author. I might add that the Senator to whom
vou referred had & good cdeal to do with that decision himself
during the time of the Administration of the late President
John F. Kennedy. Ile was not alone. He inherited that in part
from the administration of Dwight Eisenhower. I believe that
the men that served this country as presidents thought they
were doing the right thing.

Now, whether or not we followed all the right tactics,

after that decision is made, is always subject to debate
I am one of those who believes we ought to pursue as effectively]
as we can an honorable peace, to try to find a way to negotiate
our way out of this tragic war, but I think it would be a great-
er tragedy to have any responsible citizen that seeks ...gh
office in this country to announce that American power would nof
be used in case there was Comnunist aggression. I think this
would open up a Pandora's box of trouble and breed not peace,
but great chaos.

MR. VALERIANI: Sir, you talk about taking chances to get
peace. Why are we unwilling to take the chance of going to
Warsaw to hold the prelimi nary talks?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPIIR®Y: I believe it is our view that




43

8

@ B B R

y Y

peace -- the cause of peace would be better served if we could

Ffind a place that was mutually agreeable in which there was a
i

[isense of neutrality;in which the enviroment was conducive to

f
I Now, where we will finally end up with these talks, I

fruitful and productive discussions. that is my view of it.

cannct predict, but I know that if +those of us who are
really interested in trying to find a peaceful settlement, througt
honorable and effective negotiation, where communications are

goo¢, where the environment is conducive to'sane and respon-

g on this place or that place, but try to find, even as the Foreiq

sible discussion, I believe that we ought not to fix ourselves

Minister of North Vietnam said himself, a mutually agreeable
place.

MR. VALERIANI: And yet, Mr. Vice President, this
country has propeosed a number of sites that obviously will 1ot
be acceptable to North Vietnam. Doesn’'t this bring into
question our good faith?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPIIREY: Not at all. I think it brings
into question only one thing: Whether or not we can effectively
‘conduct talks that will find a mutually agreeable place. This
is all part of the first steps that lend themselves, hopefully,
towards a negotiation stance. We are now at the point of
trying to find out where we can sit down to visit and to talk
and to negotiate.

There 1is an important part of the process. I don't think
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we ought tosxpect that it is going to be easy. Quite

frankly, I think that every stage of our discussions with the
North Vietnamese will be difficult and sticky. I think we
just have to expect that is the way they are going to act.
They are going to squeeze every ounce of propaganda out of
every move they can make. We ought to expect that. We ought
not to be shouting from the housetops that it is foul play.
Just expect it, and then proceed to try to find a way and a
means of bringing about a genuine peace, an honorable peace
where the peoples of South Vietnam can finally resolve their
differences and build a viable society behind the shield of
American protection that they have at this particular moment.

MR. RESTON: But, Mr. Vice President, how many men are
we losing every day while this quibbling is going on?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, Mr. Reston, I don't know
the exact count, but I know that in the instance of Korea
that the fighting went on month after month. In fact over
two years after the negotiations had gone under way. There
has been some misinformation about how many people were lost
after those negotiations, but it is my hope, sir, that if we
can get negotiations -- which we don't have now -- at least we
have contact; that is a hopeful sign -- direct contact. If
we can get negotiations it would be my hope that those negotia-
tions could lend themselves to a steady process of de-escala-

tion and that we could find ways and means of bringing this
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strugg.e within bounds so that it is not exascerbated, so that
there is not escalation but rather de-escalation.

MR. RESTON: At what point, sir, do you think you are

able to he
going to be/absolutely free to speak out for Humphrey and not
merely just defend the Administration during the campaign?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Mr. Reston, I will run on the
record of the Kennedy-Johnson, and the Johnson-Humphrey
Administrations, but I will not rest on it. I happen to think
a lot of good things have happened these past seven or eight
years and I am proud of my little contribution to some of those
things, and I am happy that I have had a chance to be a part,
first &s the Majority Whip under President Kennedy's Administra-
tion, and now as Vice President. I am my own man and I will be
my own man. I will speak out on what I think is necessary to
add on, to build on what we have done. I see no reason to re-
pudiate what we have done. But circumstances and times change
and Hubert Humphrey changes with those circumstances and times
in terms of what is needad.

I will speak specifically on matters relating to our urban
crisis, on the problems of rural poverty, on the need of the
improvement of our social environment, on the vast needs of
education, on the malnutrition problems of some of our people
and I am sure that I can say to men that are seasoned in
the whole art and the work of politics as you gentlemen that

you ought not to speak hastily on these things. We are working
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on these matters.

There are four months between now and the convention in
Auist and then after August there is better than two months --
you have September and October -- for the general election.

I can think of nothing that would be more fruitless in the
long run, and really less helpful, than to start tomorrow
morning trying to outline the quick.e answers to complex
problems, I think this would nrove beyond a shadow of a doubt
that I didn't know what I was talking about.

I am going to speak ana I shall speak to the point that I
hopa to come up with something that is worthy of your respect
and your attention and I will do it in measure and in time.

MR. KILPATRICK: Let me get to the urban crisis now if
I may, Mr. Vice President. Two weeks ago Chicago's Mayor Daley
said that he would urge his police cfficers to shoot to kill
in order to capture arsonists in the midst of these riots.

What was your reaction to that statement on Mayor Daley's part?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPIREY: Well, first of all, I never
talked to the Mayor about it and T know only what I read
about it. I think what we all cught to racognize is that prompt
and effective action to restore law and order is one of the
essentials in preventing mass violence in any country. We can
learn a great deal from this, by the way, from some of our
European friends who have had to deal with riots over a long

period of time. We ought to minimize the loss of life. That is
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one thing we start out with. We ought to try to protect
life and we ought to minimize, if humanly possible, the loss
of property.

Now, the National Conmission on Civil Disorders gave us
some pretty good suggestions. They propose that there be ef-
fective law enforcement. The training and retraining of
police forces, the proper use of the means of law and order,
and the use of non-lethal gas. I happen to think that the
Mayor of Chicago is a good Mayor, Mr. Kilpatrick. I think he
las done a great deal for his city. I think that he has a great
affection for people and he has done many things for the poor
people. lle came from poor people himself. He still lives in
that poor neighborhood. I don't think the Mayor of Chicago
wants to do anything that would brutalize a people or a city.
I think he is concerned, like any other Mayor is, over how do
you restore law and order once it gets out of hand?

Whether he over-spoke himself -- I noticed there was some
revision of his statement later on. I am not going to stand in
judgment on that. I do know that hs has been able to build a
mighty good police department under some good professional
direction and I think that we can depend that there will be a
minimum use of what we call "force," but an adequate use to

maintain law and order.

T ———T LT
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MR. BRODER: Mr., Vice President, I'd like to ask you a
political question: I know you are not involving yourself
in the Presidential primaries, but you do have supporters
in the states where Senator Kennedy, Senator McCarthy
and others are running,

What would you like them to do, say, in Indiana?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, I am surely not in any

primary and if I wanted to be in a primary I would

enter the name of Hubert H. liumphrey. I would do it nyself, anf
not have any stand-ins. We have no stand-ins. And you
have asked, in the instance of Indiana -- Governor Branigin

is running on his own and he made it quite clear. This
morning I noticed in the press that he is running entirely on
his own,

There are liumphrey people in Indiana. I hope there are
t housands of them. I hope that if there is an uncommitted
delegation, a favorite-son delegation to Mr. Branigin, that
those thousands of Humphrey supporters —- hopefully
thousands -- that they will try to influence the Governor
in being for Vice President Hubert Humphrey at the time
of the convention, but I am not endorsing and may I say
most candidly, I think the Governor didn't want one or expect
one,

4R. BRODER: As I recall you took some credit for persuadj

Governor Branigin to be the stand-in for President Johnson.

d
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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPIREY: Yes, sir.

MR. BRODER: 1Is it not logical then to regard him as
your representative, despite these formal disclaimers?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Well, I have a high reqard
for Governor Branigin., I don't want to be misunderstood. I
think he is a good Governor and he has a very broad base
of suppoert throuvghout that state, I think his base of
support goes far beyond tne Democratic Party. In fact, if it
were an open election and not a primary, I don't have any
doubt at all where Governor Braniqgin would come out. I
think he's win hands down against all of his opponents, but
this 1is a closed primary and the Governor may not have
quite as much support amongst some Democrats as he has
amongst the independents. But I was acting for President
Johnson, then, and to go back again, I am Hubert liumphrey, now.
I am not acting for the President in Indiana. The President

appeared that he might be available for renomination. I

= e v . i
spoke to Governor Branigin about that, I did ask him to stand

in for the President. But when the President withdrew, it

was the President that withdrew and lumphrey was never in.

But I want to say I hope there will be many people in Indiana
listening

that are L to this colloquy between us that have decided

that they would like to support liubert Humphrey, and I welcome

the formation of any citizen groups or clubs,

MR, NEWMAN: We have about three minutes left, gentlemen.

F
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MR. VALERIANI: Mr. Vice President, if Senator Kennedy
sweeps the primaries, wouldn't it be reasonable to expect
delegates from other states to flock to him?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: No, it would not. In the
nmeantime we expect to do a little work along the way.

MR. VALERIANI: What will yvou tell delegates who say
"Well, the Senator has won all these primaries. Why should
we stick with you?"

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: In the meantime there will be
a number of delegates that will be, as you put it, "Sticking
with Humphrey," and when you add it up that is what really
counts. After all, if you can get the delegates in a
state that is a non-primary state, through the convention
process, through the caucus process, such as you have in my ows
state of Minnesota, they are just as valuable as if you go
and spend millions of dollars in a primary. ﬁhich
leads me to another thing. These primaries get to
be a rather costly enterprise., I think I will be able to run
a more frugal and prudent campaign, may I say, by talking
to peorle, to the delegates, to the party leaders and in the
meantime to build a broad base of national support all across
this country, north, south, east and west, with labor and
business, and with many people in many walks of life.

MR. NEWMAN: We have about twe minutes left, gentlemen.

MR. RESTON: I vead in the Times this morning you said

¢
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you were going to unify the counry and make us happy.
In what order are you going to do these two thinas?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHRELY » Well, Mr. Reston, I t. rnk the
first requirement of a proqgram of reconciliation
and of unification is to believe in it, and to iry
te ask peorle to think tnese problems out together., As I
said in my statement of vesterday, we want free exprassion.
We sre rot trving to stop dissent. e surely wouldi't want
to stop devate. 1e don't want an America of one m'nd, but
of one spir:t, and I think this is rathe: importart. By
that I mean, vhere we sense that we can work toge:her, and
I think there is sorething happening in America that proves
this., I think the Anerican people are concerned, first
about the need of law and order on the one hand but also
the need of social jus:iice on the other.

I think they want o fin¢ a way to come together,
to heal their wounds. 7 really believe they lo. I think
I can be helpful, I rezlly believe I can.

MR. NEWMAN: One 1inute left,

MR. RILPATRICK: I wanted Lo ask about the South, Mr.
Vice President. There was ¢ time when you were immensely
unpopular in the South. Are you astonished now to find that
most of the Southern political leaders expect to qo to
Chicago in your support?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Wo, I am agratified,
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MR. KILPATRICK: Illave you changed, or has the South
changed?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: We have all changed, thank
goodness. We have a1l changed and I hope we have all changed
for the better.

Let me say that I think one of the most wonderful things
that has happened in America is the fact that we are growing
up, that we are beginning to be able to talk to each other.
In the Scuth there are developments today that you and I would
never dream possible ten years ago. I saw that when I was
in Mississippi, when I have been in South Carolina,
when I have been in state after state in the Scuth. We
can talk to each other now, and there is a new America.
you see, this is what I believe. I think that things that
we fought for for years are beginning to come into focus,
into reality. Sure we have all changed. I am a little
older and I hope not quite as intent as I have been.

MR. KILPATRICK: Doctrinaire?

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY : Yes, that is right., I am
not a doctrinaire man. I hope to be a reasonable man.

MR, NEWMAN: I am sorry to interrupt, but our time is
up.

Thank you, Mr. Vice president, for being with us on

MEET THE PRESS.
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