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SECOND ANNUAL CONFERENCE 

WOI1EN IN THE WAR ON POVERTY 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

MAY 16, 1968 

I want to make it absolutely clear that I am here as 

your Vice President. Many, many weeks ago -- before certain 

things happened -- you invited me -- as your Vice President --

to visit with you. 

You did the same thing last year. And I came then too --

as your Vice President. 

So there's no politics involved here. 

I'm particularly sensitive to the need to make these 

political disclaimers because your charming and effective 

Chairman is Ladonna Harrix and your luncheon speaker 

was the great Senator from Oklahoma, Fred Harris. 

And you know how rumors get around. People might start 

thinking that this whole conference was part of a stop-Stassen 

movement or something like that. 

Let me only say that next year, when you hold your Third 

Annual Conference, I'd like to qe invited again -- but not as 

your Vice President. 

This is a reception, not a meeting. So let me say just 

a little to you ... and just as succinctly as possible. 

I salute you and all the women of America for your 

magnificent support of the war on poverty. 

But I will not take the time to praise your efforts on 

behalf of WICS (Women in Community Service) or of Head Start 

or of VISTA or the dozens of other programs. 
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I want to talk a little instead about where we go from 

here. 

For the most part, you represent the so-called Power 

Structure of America -- and I do not use the term disparagingly . 

You represent the groups of women in America who, for the most 

part, have made it -- as professionals . .as labor officials . 

as business leaders . 

officials. 

.as social workers . .as government 

You represent part of the power of America that gives us 

the right to hope that we can win the war on poverty in America . 

To be effective, however, that power must be used in common 

cause with those who have thus far been left out of our society. 

It must be shared with those people, not just used on them. 

They have a real kind of power to offer, too -- citizen 

power, which is being demonstrated 1n another part of this nation's 

Capital right now. Thousands of Americans have come here as 

hopeful citizens. They have come peacefully, like other marchers 

in 1963, knowing that the success of their cause depends on their 

moral power and not on violence. 

Their grievances, and those of all the poor people they 

represent, are just -- hunger in a land of agricultural plenty . 

unne cessary infant mortality in a nation with the most advanced 

medical science .illiteracy and lack of skill in a country 

which has, from the beginning, known that man cannot be both 

ignorant and free. 

(con't) 

i 
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Let's be clear about this: the power of just griev­
ances and peaceful petition in a country with a conscience 
and America has a strong one 
lishment 11 

-- can -- together 

plus the power of "the est au ­

solve the problem of poverty 
in America by the time the children sleeping in lean-t o 's in 
East Potomac Park tonight grow up. 

We can do it now-- if we just make up our minds to ... 
Our present poverty program is an important asset in 

this effort . 

More than any other public program in our historyJ it 
has demonstrated that the 11 ins 11 and the "outs" can in fact 
talk to each otherJ persuade each otherJ and help each other; 

It has given us the experience to know that the disad­
vantaged, the unskilled, and the un-hoping can be made full 
and active participants in our society. 

And it gives us a viable framework for an expanded 
effort -- a framework new within the last four years. 

The war on poverty involves much more than OEO. It 
includes education and welfare and training and health and 
housing and economic development. 

It depends on state and local action as well as fed­
eral ... private action as well as public. 

But OEO is central to the war on poverty. It must be 
adequately financed. 

This Administration is determined to get every penny we 
can from the Congress for the anti-poverty program. 

President Johns on has asked Congress for 2.18 b ill ion 
dol la rs for OEO programs for the next fiscal year -- starting 
in July. 

Thi s is half a bi llion dollars more than we have this 
year. 

It is almost three times as much as we had the first 
year of t he program. 

National concern is focused right now -- and for neces­
sary reasons -- on budget deficits and on tax policy. 
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But human deficits and social policy must not be ... and 

they will not be ..• disregarded. 

Every dollar less for OEO means a dollar less for Head 

Start -- or Job Corps -- or Neighborhood Youth Corps -- or 

Operation Mainstream -- or VISTA -- or Upward Bound -- or 

Health Centers -- or other exciting and needed programs. 

These programs must not be crippled. 

But federal dollars will never replace the warmth and 

the dedication of concerned Americans. That is why I have 

come today to salute you, the Women of America. 
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I'm particularly sensitive to the need to make these 

political disclaimers because your charming and effective 

Cnai rman is Ladonna Harris --and your I uncheon speaker 

was the great Senator from Oklahoma, Fred Harris. 

And you know how rumors get around. People might 

start thinking that this whole conference was part of a stop­

Stassen movement or something like that. 

Let me only say that next year, when you hold your 

Third Annual Conference, I'd like to be invited again --but 

not as your Vice President 

This is a reception, not a meeting. So let me say JUSt 

a little to you ... and just as succintly as possible. 

I salute you and all the women of America for your 

magnificent support of the war on poverty. 
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But I will not take the time to praise your efforts 

on behalf of WICS (Women in Community Service) or of Head 

Start or of VISTA or the dozens of other programs. 

I want to talk a little instead about where we go from 

nere. 

For the most part, you represent the so-called Power 

Structure of America --and I do not use the term disparagingly. 

You represent the groups of women in America who, for the 

most part, have made it --as professionals .•. as labor officials ••. 

as business leaders ••. as social workers .•. as government 

officials. 

You represent part of the power of America that gives 

us the right to hope that we can win the war on poverty in 

America. 



-4-

To De effective, however, that power must be used in 

common cause with those who have thus far been left out of 

our society. It must De shared with those people, not just 

used on them. 

They have a real kind of power to offer, too --citizen 

power, wnich is being demonstrated in another part of this 

nation's Capital right now. Thousands of Americans have 

come here as hopeful citizens. They have come peacefully, 

like other marchers in 19o3, knowing that the success of 

their cause depends on their moral power and not on violence. 

Their grievances, and those of all the poor people they 

represent, are just -- hunger in a land of agricultural plenty •.. 

unnecessary infant mortality in a nation with the most advanced 

medical science •.• illiteracy and lack of skill in a country which 

has, from the beginning, known that man cannot be both 

ignorant and free. 
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Let's oe clear aoout this: the power of just grievances 

and peaceful petition in a country with a conscience -- and 

America has a strong one -- pi us the power of "the 

establishment" --can --together --solve the problem of 

poverty in America by the time the children sleeping in 

lean-to's in East Potomac Park tonignt grow up. 

We can do it now -- if we just make up our minds to ... 

Our present poverty program is an important asset in 

this effort. 

More than any other public program in our history, it 

has demonstrated that the nins'' and the "outs11 can in fact 

talk to each other, persuade each other, and nelp each other. 

It has given us the experience to know that the 

disadvantaged, the unskilled, and the un-noping can be made 

full and active participants in our society. 
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And it gives us a viable framework for an expanded 

effort --a framework new within the last four years. 

The war on poverty involves much more than OEO. 

It includes education and welfare and training and health and __... 

housing and economic development. 

It depends on state and local action as well as federal •.• 

private action as well as public. 

l But OEO is central to the war on ~overty. It mustoe 

adequately financed. 

/,..:Ihis Administration is determined to get every penny we 

can from the Congress for the anti -poverty program. 

j,President Johnson has asked Congress for 2.18 billion 

dollars for OEO programs for the next fiscal year-- starting in 

July. 

chis is half a billion dollars more than we have this year. 
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It is almost three times as much as we had the 

first year of the program. 

National concern is focused right now -- and for 

necessary reasons -- on budget deficits and on tax policy. 

But human deficits and social pol icy must not be ..• 

and they will not be .•. disregarded. 

Every dollar less for OEO means a dollar less for 

Head Start --or Job Corps --or Neighborhood Youth Corps -­

or Operation Mainstream-- or VISTA-- or Upward Bound-­

or Health Centers --or other exciting and needed programs. 

These programs must not be crippled. 

But federal dollars will never replace the warmth and 

the dedication of concerned Americans. That is why I have 

come today to salute you, the Women of America. 
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! 1m particularly sensitive to the reed to make these political 

disclaiirers because your charm;;ing and effective Chairman i.s Ladonna 
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thinking that this whole conference was part of a stop-stas sen movelll3nt or 

~ething like that. 

~ This is a receptio') ~ a neeting. So let "' say a few serious 

things to you just as succintly as possible: 

I salute you and all the women of America for your magnificent 
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support of the war on poverty.--- D at I ml:lst bell 3 ou !ranklY tlld: b y:on 
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not take the time to praaee ¥01~ £~your efforts on behalf of WICS (Ware n in 
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the ins and the outs can in fact talk to each other, persuade each other, and 

help each other. 
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) ~lEO is c~l ~t~_<m poverty, ~must be adlrquate]y financed, 

I--tm proud to tell you tla~is Administration is determined to 

get frcm eu sserss... every penny for CEO which the Congress authorisead last 

year for Fiscal 1969. That ... ans -"2 .18 billion~.;, nnx:h as ClEO 
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I'm surj --hut that mr r;almost half a billion dollars more than 

this year. And it J~Bans almost three tiiiEs as much as the first year of 
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justify reducing OEO's budget by a si~le dollar. Every dollar taken away 
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from OEO rooans a dollar less for Head Start -- or Job Corps -- or VISTA 

or Upward Bound -- or Health CenMrs -- or a hundred other exciting and 

-~ded programs, 

The war on poverty is a great and noble war. It needs to be 

~ 
escalate<J ~+. wili be escalated. Let us pray that today 1 s talks 

in Paris will lead to peace -- that we can start diverting our resources 

to the only war we seek ~ '\hie letui or o -- a war against poverty and 

B~deral dollars will never replaee~th and the dedication 

of concerned Americans. That is why I have cone today to salute you, 

the women of America. 
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