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I want to make it absolutely clear that I am here as
your Vice President. Many, many weeks ago == before certain
things happened —-- you invited me -- as your Vice President --
to visit with you.

You did the same thing last year. And I came then too --
as your Vice President.

So there's no politics involved here.

I'm particularly sensitive to the need to make these
political disclaimers because your charming and effective

Chairman is Ladonna Harrig -—-— and your luncheon speaker

was the great Senator from Oklahoma, Fred Harris.

And you know how rumors get around. People might start
thinking that this whole conference was part of a stop-Stassen
movement or something like that.

Let me only say that next year, when you hold your Third
Annual Conference, I1'd like to he invited again -- but not as
your Vice President.

This is a reception, not a meeting. So let me say just
a little to you . . .and just as succinctly as possible.

I salute you and all the women of America for your
magnificent support of the war on poverty.

But I will not take the time to praise your efforts on
pehalf of WICS (Women in Communify Service) or of Head Start

or of VISTA or the dozens of other programs.



Page 2

I want to talk a little instead about where we go from
here.

For the most part, you represent the so-called Power
Structure of America -- and I do not use the term disparagingly.

You represent the groups of women in America who, for the most
part, have made it -- as professionals . . .as labor officials . . .
as business leaders . . .as social workers . . .as government
officials.

You represent part of the power of America that gives us
the right to hope that we can win the war on poverty in America.

To be effective, however, that power must be used in common
cause with those who have thus far been left out of our society.

It must be shared with those people, not just used on them.

They have a real kind of power to offer, too -- citizen
power, which is being demonstrated in another part of this nation's
Capital right now. Thousands of Americans have come here as
hopeful citizens. They have come peacefully, like other marchers
in 1963, knowing that the success of their cause depends on their
moral power and not on violence.,

Their grievances, and those of all the poor people they
represent, are just -- hunger in a land of agricultural plenty + & -
unnecessary infant mortality in a nation with the most advanced
medical science . . .illiteracy and lack of skill in a country
which has, from the beginning, known that man cannot be both

ignorant and free.

(con't)
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Let's be clear about this: the power or Just griev-
ances and peaceful petition in a country with a conscience --
and America has a strong one -- plus the power of "the estai-
lishment" -- can -- together -- solve the problem of poverty
in America by the time the children sleeping in lean-to's in
East Potomac Park tonight grow up.

We can do it_ggg -- 1f we Jjust make Uup our minds to...

Our present poverty program is an important asset in
this effort.

More than any other public program in our history, it
has demonstrated that the "ing" and the "outs" can in fact

talk to each other, persuade each other, and help each other.

It has given us the experience to know that the disad-
vantaged, the unskilled, and the un-hoping can be made faldl
and active participants in our society.

And it gives us a viable framework for an expanded
effort -- a framework new within the last four years.

The war on poverty involves much more than OEO. It
Lncludes education and welfare and training and health and
housing and economic development.

It depends on state and local action as well as fed-
eral...private action as well as public.

But OEO 1s central to the war on poverty. It must be

adequately financed.

This Administration is determined to get every penny we
can from the Congress for the anti-poverty program.

President Johnson has asked Congress for 2.18 billion
dollars for OEO brograms for the next fiscal year -- starting
in July.

This is half a billion dollars more than we have this
year.

It is almost three times as much as we had the first
year of the program.

National concern is focused right now -- and for neces-

sSary reasons -- on budget deficits and on tax policy.
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But human deficits and soclal policy must not be...and
they will not be.,.disregarded.

Every dollar less for OEO means a dollar less for Head

Start -- or Job Corps -- or Neighborhood Youth Corps -- or
Operation Mainstream -- or VISTA -- or Upward Bound -- or
Health Centers -- or other exciting and needed programs.

These programs must not be crippled.
But federal dollars will never replace the warmth and
the dedlication of concerned Americans. That is why I have

come today to salute you, the Women of America.
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