Remarks By Viece President Humphrey i
Opening of Citizens for Humphrey Hqgs

Biltmore Hotel, lew Yorlk, May 23, 1968

Fifty years ago there was a saying abroad in the world

that every man had two countries---his ovmn and Francce

But in American politics, there is another sayinge-~that
every liberal has two home states---his owm and the Empire

State of New Yorke

So 1 am deeply proud and moved to come to HNew York)
vhere I share with millions of my fellow citizens==Democrats,
Republicans and Independentg---a love of good government, a
total commitment to social justice, and a passion for peace
with honor in Vietnam and all over the world., For these are 5 e

substance of the daily remaking of fimm our socleby amdweum

foudeios in the continuing Amerlcan Revolution.

When T set foot in New York, I feel a surge of new
strength, For this is not only Fun City; it is a great citye
Tt is the State vhich gave to the nation and the world the
he/j2ic leadership of the Al Smiths, the Franklin Roosevelts,
the Robert F. Wagners, the Harrimans and the Lehmans , ¢ s 204
I am touched and hénored that llrs., Herbert Lehman should
stand with me as co-chairman of this fine citizens Froup

standing all about use

Let me tell you why a man from Minnesota feels so

close to New Yorke

Therl are people today who say that I am an old MNew
Dealer, And I am proud to be called an old Iew Pealer. For
the New Deal was nothing less than a total transformation
of the institutions and process of American life;~for'the peoples
To be a New Dealer means that you believipwhat you have today
can be made better tomorrow, And so I am one of you.

Some people say that Hubert Humphrey is an optimist, as

. b % . s ..
if that were a charge against me.But optimism means hope. And



hope means a tough x faith in our ability to solve the
ﬁassivc problems we face in our cities and in the world,.

And optimism means that we have not lost our way, but that
we are searching for a better waye And so I admit to a tough
optimism, for I believe that is the American way,

ary:
€g%let me say that the first optimistizZ and hopeful

order of businsess of my administration, should you elect
me President, will bec}peaco:;n Vietnamg pf???cig our streets;
and peace in the troubled minds and hearts of Americats young
and adult generations, k:i‘Z% will not be a peace based on
surrender. It will not be a peace based on suppression of
freedom or thought or digsent, It will not be a peace based
on forgetting America's problems, It will be a peace based
on the success of workable, liberal, just programs to guarantee
every American qéﬁ full and deserved stake In our societye.

Some people say that Vice President Humphrey is the
radical he was 20 years ago when he fought, almost alone,
for equality, dignity and status for every man, Ahd I answer
that to be restless, to dissent, Ho protest in the knowledge
Phat there is something better for millions of Americans

. i . Gherpos, bttt

than poverty, ignorance, 1solat10n,ﬂd1sease and discrimination--««

is to be a radical, And I stand ready to be judged one,

And there are others who say that Hubert Humphrey
hashit changed at all in 20 years, And I answer, yes: I was
a liberal in the dark dsys of 1948; a liberal in the empty
days of 19533 and a liberal in the challenging days of 19068,
And 1L have not changed my spots. L have not changed my
comnitments, 1 have not changed my record of fighting for

social justice and the New Democracy we all secko

< Z ‘
But there are those who say . am sentimentale And T

3

»

D L —~.:)

<» believe in the hearts of mene L believe in a political

and ethical ecumenical movement which brings together

Black and Vhite, richi and poor, rrotestant, Catholic and

Jewze I believe that it 1s f;r better to basec a society
lals

on trust between men, than, fear and dusplclon, brlirmemesia,
i

e=d o believe, with Franklin Roosevelt, that goverrment 27



neant to serve men, and not be some alien power over theme Lladmit
to sentiment, for without it life would be harsh and cruel

and dulle

And finally--as if 1 did not have enough faultgwe-there
are those vho accuso Hubert Humphrey of being for national
unitye Bubt L believe in unity of national PULPOSOy NOT
2 uniformity of opinion; T believe in a unity of the best
minds and the finest spirits working toward solubions of
the age-old problems of 1l1lewill, ill-health, ili—housing,
and lost hopee. I believe in a unity which prizes the energy
of youth and respects the dwgnltj of age. I believe in a unity
of the intellectual scholar é;i:){i)le worker vhose hkam brain
and ovrawn meds this nation great., I believe in a unity

of the states and the Congress in a drive toward fulfilling

the timetable of needs this nation wants fulfilled,

No mé&n secks the Presidency to stand still while

problems cry oubt for solutionse

No man seeks the Presidency to preserve the status quoe
Nq man sceks the Presidency to mszumi temporize and drift
while nations confront each other with threats or subversion

or wars,
My fellow citizensy, I sought the hignosU‘office in
23 Yenn?
this land because I believed that a’$ecord of liberalism

can do the jobe

I sought the office of Presidency because I believel?
V1% America has given me the maturity and the wise judgment
needed for difficult and hard decisions,.

I sought the Presidency not for honor, and not for power,
but to use itw--for the people.

I sought the Presidency to give back to America
vhat it, in its majesty and bounty, has given to me,

And with youThand..and yoytheart...and the pazyexs prayers

Ve
of your spirit.,.. Z/shall achieve itee.e

1. L1
(IR

Robert R. Klein/RRK



Vice President's Remarks
New York City -- May 23, 1968

Opening of United Democrats for Humphrey Headquarters

(see other side)




‘/ /21 .”’a 'ﬁfl"" 7 W&-—u_

L Scenario = 3¢
id—l"’?z:lo {m.

Sbmstl

vy

12:20 pP.m,

12:35 p. m.,

@)M .
/

TLZS

TIRC

12250 p. m,
¢

1:00 p. m.,

..
5

., "
¢!
(N

2\

s
O I
4

crowd will be gathered on the sid g

On your arrival at Humphrey H
street to welcome you, Mrs, He
will greet you as you leave your car; proceed directly
o the platform with Mrs, Lehman, George Backer

—
Mrs, L

by your remarks formally opening the New York
State Citizens for Humphrey Headquarters,

Accompanied by Mrs, Lehman, George Backer and
Bill Shea, proceed to the entrance where you will
cut the ribbon and proceed inside,

Joel Berson has suggested that, before entering,
you turn to the gathering and extend an invitation to
them to follow you into the store front,

A photographer will be on hand to take pictures.

There is only a brief time allotted for the visit and
photos with the campaign workers in order to permit
you time to return to the Waldorf Astoria and freshen
up prior to your luncheon with George Ball and guests,

Depart from the Biltmore Hotel and proceed to the
Waldorf=Astoria, The press will remain at the
Biltmore and will not join you again until that evening,
Arrangements have been made to take care of their
needs for the afternoon (press room, food, drink,

the works).

Arrive at the Waldorf, proceed to 42«H to freshen
up before you have lunch with George Ball,

Proceed from the Andreas suite to 42-C, John Rielly
has made the arrangements for this luncheon in Bill
Benton's suite, The luncheon will last for approximately

it o
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MRS, GUREVICH: It truly gives me a great
deal of pleasure to welcoms all bf you distinguished’
Denocrats, Delegates and Alternates. We thgnk_vﬂu
very much for coming. |

Now, we Democrats assembled in this roon,
this very morning, are here hecause we aye convinced
that Hubert H, Humphtrey in the White House would
provide the leadership of reason and responsibility
for the security and future of the American pecple.

{Applause,)

As part of insuring this leadership for New
York Sate, we have two men, who by theiy own
demonstration of their public service, leave no
doubt that they will lead us ¢o victory in chicago,

{Applause,)

It is now my privilege and pleasure %o
introduce to you a man who all of nis adult life
served the people of New York City, first as an
Apsemblyman, then as a Buildlngléommiasioner, and
then moved on to Manhattan Borough President;-and
{or tuelve years devoted his eapabillties; Jjudgment

and knowledge to the smooth running of the greatest

city in the world,

Presently he is Chairman of the National



All-American Council,

I am pleased to present Mayor Hobert F, Wagner.

 (Standing ovation,)

MAYOR WAGNER: Thank you very much,

Mae, and Vice-President Humphrey, and wy good
dear friends, Frank O*Connor, and Mrs, O’Connor, and
my wife, and wy fellow Democrats: w

I know we are heye to listen priméﬁily and be
inspired by the presence of our great candidate
Hubert Humphrey, and ge I have eaid I, many oc¢asiens,
I am very, very proud as-a New Yorker and as an
American to support him for our nominasion, ‘

I have known him now well over twenty years,
and I was one of those in 1948 at the Conventlon who
cheered h;m on when he mede his great fight for
eivil rights in tﬁis counfry; and that marked the
beginning of bringing the full benelits, or many of
the benefite of democracy to our fellow Americans;

He was a great Mayor of an important city.

He knows the problems of the cities.

He was'a great ﬁntted.étateé_éeﬁator foy some
sixteen years, and of course, a;diatinguished;and'

‘brilliant Vice-President of the United States, who

knows betier snan anybody elise, excespt, pernaps,
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the President himself, of the grave responsibilities

and the work that must go into solving the problems
in the years ahead,

I know that all of us will do everything we
can to help you campaign for Delegates to the Cone
vention, because I am sure that a group such as is
represented here, we have the finest part of oyr
Democratic Party in New Ycék State, and we will do
our share to make sure that the nomination goes %o
Hubert Humphrey, and in that way make a contribution,
not so much $0 ourselves, not so much to the Democratic
Party, but for the future of this country and %he
kind of a country we want %o bhand down to our
children,

Thank you.

{applause.)

MRS, GUREVICH: Now, that other great wan --
it is, again, #iy distingulshed privilgge and pleasure
to introduce the great &merican, a man who most of
his adul{ life served the people of New York Gity
very, very well as State Senator, and then waa.known
to New Yorkers as the Fighting Diatrict Attorney,

a man whose outstending work in that office caused

the good people of Qusens County to return him ¢o
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that office three times; presently he is the New
York City Council President, Frank D, O?Connor.

(standing ovation,)

MR, O'QONNOR= It is my privilege, Mr, Vice=-
Preasident, and Mr. Ambassador =« and I predict he
will make one of the greatest ambassadors this
country has ever had =

(Applause.)

{Continuing) «= Mrs, Ambassador, Boss
OtConnor «= I forgot, we are not allowed to use the
word "boss" any longer, but she 18 8611l my bosS8 ==

(Laughter, )

(Continuing) == and fellow Democratss

When Mae Gurevich was making those very
laudatory remarks about the two great men that will
lead this ticket in August, I basnﬁ to applaud, and
the Ambassador caught my eye and said "No, no; not
now, Don't applaud,”

Bob, I was applauding for you.

We are going to lead this ticket to a great
victory at the convention, and to a great victory
in November,

(Applauae ® )

I think you can all feel it in the air and in
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the spirit that motivates all of you %o come all
over here from avery part of New York State to be
here with this great candidate, Hubert Humphrey, the
next President of the United States. . '

(4pplauvse.)

& few years ago in another campaign, in
another day, as he was running for office, he
traveled around the country in an airvplane, with a
sign emplaced upon the side with the slogan "The
Happy Warrior"; that slogan was given to another
Democrat in the Sﬁate.'al Smith.

But how truthfully it applies to Vice-President
Humphrey, "The Happy Warrior.” He is happy in his
goncern for'the people, happy in his concern for
edycation and housing, happy %o bear the banner of
the Demoecratic Party in every progressive and liberal
step he has taken through ald of the twénty-five
yearé that he has been in office,

(Applause,)

How fitting and proper; and pgw historiec it is
that at this time, when Amepica has its problems and
is pressed so hard, that this man is goling to heal

and bind up,and to lead in unity a greai nation to

a great victory in November,



~ (applause.)

On a show just a few weeks ago, when I made
these remsrks; I-said we had tﬁrae great oandid&tes;
nene of which I will say & word against, because we
don't believe 1n fighting Democrats, We belleve in
fighting Republicana.

I said "fhis ia the man that can unite, This
1s the man that can ﬁrihs toéathér"-- then the
question wasiaaked Yis %his not an indication of a
blanu candidate?”

7 said “All one has %o do is look back through
tﬁe record and the words of tﬁat avar happy warrior,
Let's look at the record.” |

I was with him as a‘Dﬁleﬁate to that histeric
Gonvention of 1048 when this men vade & tremendous
fight'&nd'led the gowntry at a timé vhen i% wasn't
popular for civil pights for éli of the citizens of
Amerioa, aﬁd this was a marﬁ of a great man then.

I remagked about his great leadership in the
Job Corps, the Peace Corps, a'nd' for peace, and
housins; _ ‘

I said this is an indication of a tremendous

creative original thinkeron

America 18 only now catching up to Hubert



Humphrey .

(appleovse,)

I have talked too long already.

I want ©o say that I am delighted %o share the
Co-Chairmanship with a great-American, Bob Wagner,

(Applause,)

I am delighted at this tarnout here today, and
to each and every omne ¢ »~ wha have no small ine-
convenience to come here from all over the State, I
am very grateful and appreclative, and I am so happy
and so proud o joim hands with you in leading this
tremendous crusade that will result in victory on
behalf of our great candidate, Hubert Humphrey, the
next President of the United States of Ameriea,

{Applause.)

MRS, QGUREVICH: During nmy lifetime in politics
and philanthropic and civic work, I have been
fortunate %o meet with and work with some great men
and women. Today I have béen given 3 very unusual
privilege,

I have kmown Mr, Humphrey for nany years - and
I don't think you remember -~ at the first Convengion

for the United Nations in Minneapolls -- that was

many years ago -=- ] was a young girl =- I attended



that Convention, and Mr, Hymphrey, you were the
young Mayer. |

I never told you this before, and I heard you
¢hen and T was thrilled, and I em sb4il bethg
thrilled by your eioqueace and your st;tesmﬂhiiﬂ.

and 80 wnen L was toio this mopning -- about 9:00

ofclock -~ that I was given the privilege to introduce

this great man, for the fipst time I began'to tyemble,
and it comes Prom the very depths of my being, what
a privilege it is For me %0 introduce the nhexy
President of thesa United Stites, Hr Hubers o,
Humphrey . | |
‘{Standing ovation.,)
 VICE-PRESIOENY HUMPHREY: Thenk you very much,
Thank s'r(:;u very mich, Mae, |
1 didn't know we were gﬁiﬁg to be stdnding or
‘sitting on & Hepublican piesform,
{applavse.)
it's easy to fall 61? hé edge of one of those
any time,’ _
Hae, '};rdu nave ailraada.r sivenme my thrill, when
you gave me that wdnde}ful introduction that #aid .
shat you were Just trémbnng‘a't the thought of

introducing we.
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I haven't had any woman tremble over me for
several yeawvs, _

I want you to'know that this is all worth it,
if nothing else happens from hers an out,

{Applause and laughter.)

Secondly, I want to tell all of our friends
here from the tweniyefive districts that are repyre-
sented at this gathering this morning, that it’s good
for you to applaud when the television is free, such
as you have here taday, but when we start bu&ing is,
make it just loud fﬁr a brisf spurt.

| {Laughter,)

I am so happy that Hgny O!Connor and Barbara
Wagner both can be with us this mornins. These ave
two of my very favorite ladies, aﬁd they know this
privateldy, and I Just might as well say so pudlicly.

I am very regretful that ¥irs, ﬁhnphrey,_nv
Muriel, cannot be with us this morning,

- &8 I was explaining to Barbara on the wayl
down from thelr suite to this room, 1% will not be
long before Muriel will be back with us.,

She's had a little surgery. She is going out

to Minnesota where she will be with the grandchildren

for a short period,
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As she tells her daughter, for & short peried,
then the daughter can come and pick them up when
they get restless out there in the sunehine,

© She will be back helping me in this effort
tonards tha nom.tnatl.on very aénm.

(Applaune ) |

May‘ne an explanats.on for thia morning wouid ke
ha1pfu1. | |

When I came .ln ‘through the doorway here aom
of our friends in the media weve asking me 2il those
good taugh'questibns. I like these fellows. They
-eally sort cf make youwake up. You may come down a
little sleepy or a litt:le wenxw, ‘but when you met
our friends from rad:lo,' presa and television, they
ask you thosé.'qﬁestiém, a_arid you"have to atart
getting awake right avay. I.

One of ﬁhé questions that wae asked of me was
ow does 1t seem o come to the state of another
aspipant of the préaiﬂénﬁy?“

| The only thing'z can say is, I hope you wiil
ask him-how 1t seems to o into the Humphrey Drug
Store in South Dakéta.

After all, I want 0 return the faver.

(Laughter,)
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The only differencs is, my sister-in-law
gave him a box of candy.

I said "Now, Harriet, you didn't need to do
that, This is one customer that could afford to pay."

(1aughter.)

I come here as a fellow Democrat., I come here
as a friend of Senators. I come here as a friend of
tﬁe Democratic Party.

I want to make it quite clear I do not intend
to build Hubert Humpﬁrey_up by tearing other people
down., I have no intention of doing fthat,

{Applause. )

I jotted down a note or two here, and let me
just take & few minutes of your very busy day == we
have a very busy day ourselves,

I think that you know that things are already
developing under this new administration., After all,
we have appointed our first Ambassador, Bob Wagner
over here (indicating).

(Applause, )

Bob, i was 80 well pleased and concerned both
at the same time to read in the press what I already

knew was going to happen, that you were going to be

tendered and offered the opportunity to serve your
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Nation once again in a very important post $n &
ﬁért of the world where America needs the very finest
of repreaentation. | |

1 want to make it quite clear from this poditm
that there 18 no important service today that a man
can offer his cbunéfy, than to serve in the Diplo-
matic Corps, to serve to help this Nation of ours
and other nations of the world, to help us £ind a
road to-peacé, %o help us find a greater'deéree ofﬁ
security, and to hélp us find a wﬁy‘to bihd up the
wounds, not merely at home, but amongst the nations
of the world.

. I am very pleased that the President has seen
£it to indicate, as I read today, that Mayor Wagner,
ny friend, Bob Hagner, uill be ealled for greater
service to hia oountry. |

Bob, I want to saluta you.
(Apmlanse )
. don®t know whes we ought to let you go, that's
all, -

(Iaughter;)

MAYOR WAGNER{ I will stay as long as you want
me'to; | JF 3

ViICE-FRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Bob said hs wiil
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stay as .long as we want him, I homg-ha will beary
with me when we talk about thiﬁ-

I like this man. He knows that, I:am very
honored by his presence, honored by his Co-Chairmane
ship.

I like this man that is over here; everybody
knows him., I like Frank Q!Conner for his service to
this State anﬁ*thia Nation; his ‘service to this
city. |

I like Bob Wegner and Frank O'Connor because
they serve their nation, They have served thei?
State, They serve their City, and they have served
‘their party well and faithfully, and honorably; thatts
the kind of people we want., That's thelkind of
people that we have trying to advance the cause of
my candidacy here in this State and in this Nation,

I.want Go thank both of them.

Now, my fricnds, I just want to say a word or
two ahouﬁ what we hcpe to do,

* I want each ani every one of you %o carrﬁ yo
fight to the pecpls in this State. V\

I am honered by vour willingness to speak up

for me,

I am honored by your willingneés to say that




16
you would ba pledged to me if you are successful in
your effort %o become a Delegate in this first of
this type election in your State.

I do not operate under any illusions. I know
that this is not my home State. This is not my

home ground, but I know that it is yours, and I know

that I am privileged to have in this room today some
of the most effective forthright liberal, constructi
leaders of the Democratic Party; and I want to wish
you well, and I encourage you to work harder than

you have worked in your 1ives == not just for me e
but for what we stand for in this country; what this
party stands for, and what you personaliy stand for,

Iet me make it clear, I do not believe that
any Democrat 18 going to win the general election in
November by running his party down in Juns or May or
July or August or September,

(Applause.)

I want to remind you, as I reminded others
throughout this country, that 28 we seek to £find the
man that will be the nominee of our party in this
Convention in Chicago in dvgust, that we wmust keep in
mind that that nominee will have %o »um in & sense on

the record of the Democratic Party, not for just two
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or thraee or rduﬁ years, but for a long ezpang;gg/tima.

This party of ours has been the goverﬁing party
of this Nation 1n most or the periods since 1933,
with the exception of an eight-year period. during
the Presidenny of President Eisenhower. ) - /ﬁ\

We have had the respons:.bm.ty. We have
developed the programs of soclal justice 4in this '
country, the programs of socisl progress.

We have developed the policies gt howme and
abroad which have made this country what it 1s,° =/

Every count¥y in the world today 1s going through
géeat ohangés, and when I liear people level charges at
the Fresident or at members of Congress gbout the fact
that things are not as we would like them in this
country, I would remind them how they are in other
countries,

We do not contyol what goes on in Britain ér
the Soviet Unioh or China or France or Italy or the
Middle East, and yet éli'over the world there is
ferment and there is change, ‘fhere is a spirit of
restiessness. |

The difference 18 that we in this country have

the means, have the vesources to do Something about

this spirit of ferment and change and rééfiesgnesa,

- - |
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and to direct these inevitable energies towards

constructive purposes, and that is why you have
elections, ' &

We seek to regress our grievances through the
Democratic process., We do not seek them through
dictatorship or riots or violence or lawlessness,

We seek the regress of any grievances that
may exist in our soclety through the processes of
petition, election, and government by the consent
government,

I come to you today as one who has been a
faithful member of the Democratic Party all of my
life,

I come to you as one who has faithfully served
«= at least to the dest of my knowledge -=- I don’t
say brilliantly, but I say faithfully and loyally ==
perved the administrations of Harry 3. Truman, the
Administration of John F, Kennedy, and the Adminis-
tration of Lyndon Johnson, and I am proud of all
three of those presidents.

(Applause,)

Might I just cite for the record that I stood )
with Harry S, Truman when others left him, and I am /{

proud today that he is the Honorary Chairman of the
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United Demacrats for Humphrey, and he i8 a contribu-
tion to this Nation, -

{Applavse.)

When the primary conteste of 1960 were over, I
am happy to tellyou that I stood alongside of John F,
Kennedy in the general election, coming even to this
State, even as I stodd for re=election to the United
States Senate in Minnesota, and I think you might be
1nterestad.to know that the only two states ~- the
only two states ocuiside of the Eastern Seaboard and
the Alleghany aectioh, from that section of Amerieca
clear to the Weat Coast that went for John F, Kennedy
in 1960 were the Btates of Missouri and the State of
Minnesota, and then when you get to the Far West,
the State of Nevada, You could say thaththé elections | |
were in this part of the countyy and certain states
of the South,

Hnbert°ﬂum§hre§ fought in the primaries in

1960 as an bppanent ‘of Jobn ¥, Kennedy . \l
Hubert Humphrey led his State %o victory for ,/;
John F, ﬁannedy in 1860, :
{4pplaust. )
May I say I was very proud %o serve as his

iajority Wnip in the United States Senate,
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I was proud of that friendship, and I want to
say nothing o do nothing -« say nothing or do
nothing -- that will det?act from that illustrious
record of that truly distinguished and creative and
briiliant man,

I was very proud to have that chance of
- service %o him, and then came the day that I had
the opportunity to be the Vice-President.

ladies and gentlemen: I have tried %o be the
kind of a Vice-President that you would expect, a
loyal, faithful wan, I have seyved the Presidernt.

{4pplause.)

I have sorved my President and our country
with loyalty; that is the least that you can expect
of one, that is the least,

(4pplause,)

He have made tremendous seeial geins in this
country, I am not unaware of our problems.

I was presented here today by Mayor Wagner
as cne who has been.a Hayor of the fifteenth larﬁest
¢ity in this Nation.

Over 5he past three and a half years I have

served as the Presidentis liasen with all of the

mayors of this Nation,
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I have had over forty meetings with those
nayors and local government officlals,

T believe that I am knowledgeable about what
we call the "urban crisis.”

I have traveled in all of the fifty states of
thie Republic as your Vice-Presildent.

I have been in 600 of the cities and towns of
this Nation as your Vice~President,

I have been in the penthouses e= yes =« of
Park Avenue, and in the slums of Huff in Cleveland,

"I have been with the pooreat of the poor and
the richest of the rich, and I have been with those
who are the militant and those who regrettably are
the apathetic,

I.believe that I have sensed what is happening
in this Nation, and I say to you that during these
past years -- since 1961 -~ that your Presidents and
your Party is vesponsible for the leadership of this
Country, |

Tuo presidents have piloneered and experimented
in trying to find ways and means to bring more and
more of our fellow Americans into the benefit of this

great soclety of ocurs; bringing more and more of our

people into the privileges of American Citizenshipy
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bringing more and more people under the responsibility
of our American Citisenship,

John Adams once said "that the spirit of
public hépbineaa is a joy in American Citizenship,.”

I have a joy in being a citizen of this countyry
at this greaﬁ time in histo}v when this country is
required to do so much, and when it hag the p#&iilege
of doing so much; when it has the oppertunity to set
nev standards of human behag&op;_whan it has the
opportunity to lead towards greater social Juﬁtice
at howe and greater Jjustice and security abreoad,

This 18 what this period of human history is about.

I am very prouwd to be a parf of the Nation
today that knows in the days shead 1t must exercise
restraint and self-discipline; that it mus¢, also,
have a gense of dedication and commitment, not merely
by Government, but by the citizens of this land.

I know people are looking for new answers.

My dear friends, I would not be wqrthy of your
Srust and your confidence if I.came to you and told
you that I am a miraclé polihiqa}“gcdicine man, be-

cause I am not.

The problems that we are faced with are not

subject to instant solutlon, but they do call for
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total dedication of one®s ability., capacity, and
the total dedication of a whole nation, an entire
nation, these United States of America, these
United people of America, and 1f I am privileged to
serve as your President, and as your candidate fivst,
and then as your President, what I will seek to do
is not to make Awmerica of one mind, but of one
splrit dedlicated o the benefit of all of the people
in this Nation for a better life.

(Applause.)

I note that as of late that some folks have
had a little political fun in Bpeaking of my general
temperament; that they say I am a 1ittle too happy.

You know that-theﬁ uséd to say =- I hope you
won't misinterpret me -« but they used to say of
Lincoln that he told Yoo many fumy stories. Well,
I am no Lincoln, I am just Huberst Huﬁphray,

I am & concerned Amerlcan, net just a concerned
Democrat,

I am concerned about this country of ours;
about its young people,

I am concerned about those that have been left

out, bushed out many times, the needy,

I'am concerned about the long-term vitalisy
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of our econonic and scoial systemn, bub I:want'ta
aay thiﬂ: that you %111 not mak‘elit better b',y
leading from fair and deapait and from daubt, that's
no way to lead a 5raau ccuntcy. ?

" What we need %o have 1s to lead from the
atreng%h of confidence and raith'and idealism gnd
gonfidence <~ 1f you please =< f7rem the'péwer of
optinien, and that's what I have, and‘tﬁht*a:tﬁe way
I intend %o be,

(appiause. )

- Thank you.

There 43 ne country en the face of this earth
that has what we have to do with, no nction on the
face of-this earth thet is so blessed with the
resources aﬁd talent, with the tochnology and
scientificlnow-how, with such an amazing, vihmant;
visal, noﬁiai, political, economic sysitem as ours.

- of coﬁree, we are asked to do almost the
Imposeible; That is the story of America; ﬁlways
doing what othsr people Sai& couldn?t be dons,

‘ This’Hétidn dbés not belohg to the doubters,
It belongs $0 tha 5&119?&?3; _
This Nétion ﬁbeénft beidng te those whé dispair,

It belongs ©0' these who have Paish,
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This Nation doesn't¢ belong %o those that have

& pense of bitterness, It belongs %o those who
nave a sense of brotherhood and affection, and that
is the way we are going %o lead, and we arve going
to talk,

I will say to you that if the founding fathers
of this Countyy could sgpeak of America as a land in

which they would have the blessings of life and
Liberty and the pursuit of happiness, if they could
gay that as they fought for our freedom, whatmakes
you think that we can'® ¢talk in the same terms in
this year of 1968 in the terms of a better life for
our pecples in terms of liberty -- not just for you
and me -~ but liberty with freedom and vesponsibilit
for every aAmerilcan Citizen,

What makes you think that if they can talk
about the purguit of happiness, even as they were
literally dying for the rights of this country to
live, we can't tallk about the epirit of happiness
and the puravit of happiness in the year of 1968,

(Applause.)

Don't sell yourselves short,

Don®t sell your State short,

Don't pell your Party shovk.
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Don't sell your President shovt.

Don’t sell short the effort that we are making
in Paris to find a Just and honorable and genuine
peéce, and don't sell short fmeprdca, I have no
intention of doing Bo.

{Standing ovation.)

o0e
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Thark you very much, Mrs. Lehman.

Mrs, Lehman, Mr, Baéker, Mr, Shea, and our
lovely Bess HMyerson, mylfellow-ﬁmerzcans:

Flrst of all, mey I say that this is the only
meeting in which we have had every Democratie
candidate fully represented.

{ Laughter)

And I want to welcome all of the sign-carriers
%today. I want Co say to you that after that
Democratic Convention in Chicago, whoever gets that
nomination, lét°a all be back here carrylng the right
sign at the right time..

{Applause)

Mrs. Lehman, yocu have honored me today by
your introdugtion. I need not tell the citizens of
the Empire State, the great State of New York, and
City of New York, whgt a rare honor and high privilege
it is %o have your words of support and ecmmeﬁdation.
You, in your own person, in your own amazing record of
gervice, 1in your own great 1life with a very éreat,
distingulshed former Governor and former Senator of
this State, you represent the highest ideals, the |

finest ideals of what our nation is all about and what

this great promise of America 18 all about,
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I sount it a rare privilege o have been ine
cluded in that select cirele of friends of the late
beloved Herbert Lehman and now to be the friend of
and have the suppor{ of this lovely and charming and
distinguished lady, Edith Lehman, who has presented me
to you today,.

Thank you, Edith, so much.

{Applause) |

I want to thank the citizens gathered here
for thelr wlllingness to support our effort in the‘
Citizens for Humphrey here in New York State and New
York City.

I was asked a while ago by soﬁe of ouﬁ good
friends of television and radio and press. They aaid,
"Mr, Vice-President, how does it seem to come into
the state of another aspirant for the nomination on
the Democratic tlicket for President? How does 1% seem
to come inﬁo the state Qf someone else who seeks to be
the nominee?" |

And I said, "It seems just grveat. I have been
here so many tlmea; I almost thought sbout running
for Senate myself,"

{Laughter and applause)

And then I say in all candor that, after all,



this is Just a return visis., A disbinguished
Senator from this State was just out to my home town,
He went on lnto Humphrey®s Drug Store and he said
hello to my sister-in-law. He was going to buy a
box of candy, And she got so flustered and so exe
cited, she gave it %o him,

(Laughter)

And I wrote her a letter and said, "You didn't
have %o do that. He could afford to pay.,"

( Laughter)

But we come here in good spirit and good
friendship. I do not intend %o spend my time in
this mport}mt period of the pre-convention activities
running down other peoéle in order to build myself
up,-

(Applavse)

I happen to think the other men are gobd men as
weil. | | |

{Applause)

Nor do I intend to sell our gountry short in
order to make myself a 1ittle taller,

| There i3 such a thing as too much ambition

when 1t gets to be ambition at the expense of other

people, at the expense of your country, at the expense



of your compatriots, and above all at the expense of
your sense of ideals and purpose.

S0 I do not come here today to ask you to vote
agailnst someone, I ask you today to help us; I ask
you %o help me in this effort to become the nominee
off the Democratic Party.

{Applause)

I am not unaware of the difficulties that face
anyone that seaks this nomination and, indeed, the
election, the general election this fall,

I do no% discount the ability of our opposition.
nor do I discount the difficulties that our nation
faces, But I need not tell an audiénce of intelligent
Amerleans that our country faces many problems. You -
know them, You know the problems of your own cisy,
your own state and your éwn e¢ounsry,

But I might add that the problems of our
country afe not unique to ourselves, All around this
world there are difficulties, massive difficulties,

The gquestion 1s not what are the problems; the
question 1s, what are the solutions?

The question is not, what are the difficulties;

the questlon is, what are the opportunities?

The question before us is what kind of



leaderaﬁip are we going to have to surmount these
difficulties and these problems, and I will just put
i% %o you simply.

I do not believe that you can meet the diffie-
cultles of this last third of the 20%h Céntury by
concentrating your attention upon all of our faults
and all of our limitations, I don'‘t beligve that you
can win an electicn nor can you help a country when
you speak from weakness, the weakness of despair, the
weakness of doubt, and the weakness of feér.

I happen to belleve that the voice of the be=
koved Franklin Delano Roosevelt still rings in this
nation when he reminded us years ago that "All we
havé to fear is fear itself."

(Applause)

And I eall upon this country and the citizens
of this oountry to move away from this poison of
fear, feer of each other, fear of the world in
which we live, fear of the problems of our cities,
fear of our neighbors,

1 call upon the people of this country to
stand 1n “he spirit of this nation, which is a

natien thit we describe as one nation under God,

indivisille, and with liberty and Jjustice for all,



"Not merely a slogan but a national comnite,
ment. Not mevely a phrase %o be learned by your
children but a philosophy by which adults should
live,

And as one who aspires to this high office
and senses somewhat its burdens and responsibili?ias,
as one who served faithfully the beloved éqhn-B, .
Kemedy's administration, as one who served loyally
and faithfully the President of the United States
these last three and a half years, I call upon you
to remembsr what we have been saying to the people of
this land.

John Kennedy said, "Let us begin,”

Lyndon Johnson gaid, "Let us continue,"

And Hubert Humphrey says, "lLet us move forward,”

{Applause) |

And we can,

'(Applauae}

ABd we shall wove forward not in doubt, not
in despair, not in weakness, not in fear, But we
shall move forwavd from the strength that comes from
a falth in ourseives and what thiz nation stands for,

We shall move forward from the strength that comes

from confidenge, confidence that' is borhe out by our
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history, the confldence to do what needs to be done
when 1t needs %o be done. And we shall move forward
from the strength that comes from the ideals that
have moved this people for better than two hundred
years,

- The ideals, if you please, that are not old-
fashioned, The idesals of life, a better l1life for
our people. The ideals of liberty, not Just for some
but ot everybedy. Freedom not Just for a few, but
freedom for every man and woman in this land;

And we shall move {orward from the strength
of our forefathers who had the courage to say in the
most difficult time of our nation "Life, llberty
and the pursuit of happiness,”

Iadies and gentlemen, if it was good enough
for a Thomas Jefferson in 1776, I think it is good
enough for a Hubert Humphrey or for anybody else im
1968,

(Applause)

So I come here to you today proud of the
opportunity o serve this land, proud of the citizen-~
eship that 1s mine and is yours, proud that we can

redress the grievances of this nation in the demoeratic

process, proud that we can look ahead to a far better
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day than we have ever had, to a future worthy of
us,

I do not come with pessimism about the future.
I come with the strength of optimism about our
future, based on the performence of our past aund
based on the promise of tomorrow and the children
of tomoryow,

How I ask you to come on in and visit us in
our center,

Thank you very very much,

{Applause)
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