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These past few days have been full ones for me: moving 

across the country ... making speeches ... counting birthday cand le s ... 

a nd convention delegates. They have been mighty good days , too. 

I bring to this union especially the gre e tings of a man 

I visited Saturday in Independence, Missouri. When I told him 

I was going to be here with you today, he said "Tell them hello. 

'J'hey ' re my kind of pe ople." Then he gave me some advice. You 

know wi'Fl 1. 1 t was. 

No body e ve r captured so completely the real spirit of 

th ~ pcorlc of th i s country ... and won our warm l ove in return ... 

as Harry .S . Truman. 

I ha ve be en following ... as closely as I coul d from a 

d 1 !5ta ncC' ... the proceedings of your Convention. 

You hear d las t Saturday one of the most moving add;~ e sse s 

Ln Uw hi :;t ory of this Union ... by probably the most "m o ving " . .. 

~~ct-it -dr 1n e ... Pre s ident in the history o f t h i :3 Nation . 

t i l ' : . :1 i d J t : The diffe ren c e tha t co unt s in th e l i fe 

t l1l.~ cou1it ry today . .. in rn akinr; the live s of the peop le of this 

count,ry .,c tt cl' ... ls the d ifference between talk ing ... an.J do.i nG_ . 

'l'tnl 1~ 0 ': :; for Lynd on J ohns on .. . a nd t here 3 r·e f i ve year s 

'T'!-J;,~. ,~ o c..s f' or Loui s Stu lbe:rg a. nd this iJn].)n .•. and therE: 

il:-'C a r·· cu c d 11') 1, 000 merntc rs now ... e n joyinG t he unparallPled 

t.cr.•·J"iL: ~·rove r 2000 co l l ect ive bargaiuin tr, a.r~reemcnts .. . to rn·ove: 

lt. 
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And that goes for me. I've been doing things all my life 

and I'm ready to do some more. 

We know that action takes its real meaning from its 

purpose from the ideals that inspire it and the vision that 

guides it. 

We know, too, that we are on course today toward our 

highest American ideals and vision ... the course set in these 

pas t seven years under the leadership of John F. Kennedy and 

Lyndon B. Johnson. 

"Let us begin," John Kennedy said almost eight years ago. 

And here on Saturday ..• eight years later ... eight years 

that have seen the most remarkable growth in any nation's history . . . 

not j ust in the gross national product of this country ... but 

i n the wel l being of its people ... 

--over 12 million rising above poverty, 

--over 10 million more men and women at work, 

--a 60 percent increase in the minimum wage, 

--and 9 million more people covered, 

--ove r 2 million more young Americans in college , 

--civi l rights established, and civil results coming , 

--M ed icar e , 

--a nd 20 0 other human we lfare measures enacted, 

. . . aft er all of this a President l ooks back over it and 

rc pr;rt s "We h ave ju:3t begun ." 

Ye s , we have just be~un. 

But we do know -- all of us h e re vlhere we're going . We 

d o know n O'-'l a ll of u s here what we want. We arc p r op e r l y 

remi nded t ha t the question .•. the q uestion of t he doer ... is How. 

There are four piece s to the answe r -- fou r pieces which 

y ou a nd I have to put together in 19 68 . 

Pla c e number on e i s to elcc t . . . ~gai n ... e n ou g h of the -
k incJ o f me n a nd wome n we had in Cong ress . . . and in Stat e a n d 

1 o c al offic e s . .. in 19 65 and l 9 G6 . The "how" of s oci a l pror;r e:;~; 
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in America depends on a lot more than the Presidency. 

Number two is to start right now to plan ... to prepare ... 

to get ready for what comes after Vietnam. 

Peace will come in Vietnam. Are we clear what we will 

do then ... with the victory of peace? 

In 1954 ... after Korea ... the meaning of peace in the world 

was recession and retreat in America. We will not let that 

happen again. 

It would be wrong -- shamefully wrong -- if a cease-fire 

order in Vietnam meant a cease-work order in the factories in 

America. That must not be. 

It would be wrong -- criminally wrong -- if young men 

who fought from an integrated bunker in Khe Sanh came back 

to live in a segregated slum in an American city. That must 

not be . 

The third piece of our answer is this: America has to 

decide to invest in our most underdeveloped resource -- the 

mll lions of under-fed, under-clothed, under-educated, under­

employed. The stress is on invest because until now we nave 

too often been penny-wise and people foolish -- readier to pay 

vast amounts for relief, for hospital care, for jails ... than 

to make the human investment that would have prevented those 

costs ... and the human tragedy that g oes with them. 

We think in terms of investment when we plan for t he 

aevelopmcnt of our natural re s ources ... our business ent erpris e ... 

th e de velopment of technology ... the exploration of space. 

But most of our thinking about human development i s on 

a current cost basis --the cost, too often, of not making the 

i nvestment we coul d have made. 

Every penny we invest to bring health to our sick, ed ucation 

to our untrained , jobs to our jobless, will come back a hundred­

fold to the enrichme nt of America . 

\ 
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We must wisely put the great wealth of this land to work 

to develop the underdeveloped millions whose hands and whose 

minds will bring new greatness to America. 

We have the wealth. We know the way. What we need in 

1968 is a national decision to invest more now to achieve the 

quality of life we want later. 

And the fourth piece of our answer is unity ... unity of 

purpose-- unity of determination .•. unity of faith in America 

and the enormous power that goes with it. 

By my oath under the Constitution, I am pledged to help 

"form a more perfect union." I intend to do exactly that. I 

intend to do whatever is in my limited power to unite -- not 

divide this nation, to make a union that will embrace black 

people and white people, Northerners and Southerners, businessmen 

and work e rs, yes, old people and the young. 

And I intend to hear from a million of them in the months 

a head-- not as members of separate graups ... not as statistics •.. 

but as individual citizens. I intend to hear from you. 

I sha ll hold a series of campaign forums in cities and towns 

around our country at which individual citizens and community 

l eade rs will be invited to g ive me their views and policy 

s ug~es t i ons. There will be between two and five thousand 

volunte e r s administ e ring these campaign forum programs, and I 

shall pers onally attend as many of them as I can. 

What message will we hear when a mi l lion ordinary Americans 

h a ve a chanc e to speak up? Di vision? ... Uncertainty? ... Hatred ? ... 

De spa i r ? 

I do ub t it. 

We are going t o hear impatience, yes -- impatience with 

p ove rty a nd d i scrimination ... impatience with the uncerta i n pla ce 

o f t he individual in a s ociety of bigness ... i mpatience wi th a 

world that has known too much of war. 
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But I think we are also going to hear high purpose 

expressed in the language and hopes of mothers and fathers, 

grand-parents and students, rich and poor -- individual Americans. 

I think we are going to hear confidence ... determination ... 

commitment. 

I think we are going to see America stand up and say, 

"Yes! One nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and 

justice for all. 

"It can be done. We'll do it." 

# # # # # # 

I 

I 



VICE PRES I DENT HUBERT HUMPHREY 

NATIONAL LADIES' GARMENT WORKERS' UNION CONVENTION 

ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 

OMIT IN RELEASE 

I accept. 

President Stulberg, Honorary President Dubinsky, First --
Vice President Luigi Antonini, fellow trade unionists ... and fellow~ 

Democrats: 

You didn't even wait to hear what I had to say. • - --- --- ,- -- ,-... ~~ __..' - --· ~:us ~ ~ 
But I guess you know what I'm going to do --with your help --

'!~tW:hH~! 
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It's going to be another great Democratic year in America .. 

And another great year for the I LGWU. l { • • 

~ L You know I meant that "fellow trade unionists." I got my ~ 
~n:n card when I was ~ayor of Minneapolis ... from the ~ 

International Ladies' Garment Workers' Union.,._( tf 'f ~ 
r:J'k. A Yes, sir! 1 am the first member of the I L GW U to be elected I 
~ice President of the United States. But that isn't good enough for 

this union! 

2 I hope you will agree, Luigi ... there's one too many Vice 

Presidents around here. One of us has got to go. And everybody 

loves you so much that I'm going to make the sacrifice. 

~ @· if you're going to be an Honorary President •.• I refuse 

~be just a plain ex-Vice President.L we've been throug~ m~h 
together. You are one of the grandest trade unionists I've ever known. 

l...And you're one of the few fellows in the world who gets as much~ 
out of I ife as I do. 
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Anybody who can do as much as you do and laugh as much ---
as you laugh isn•t just an Honorary President of the I L GW U. -
an Honorary American --and thafls the way we think of you .. 

Louie I read that speech you made here last Thursday. I 

sure like your politics! Yes, and I like your way of doing business-.l 

~ You called yourself, last Thursday, a "rookie Presiden~" 1 

know better, and so does everybody in this hall• You·r~ from 

the word go, and this union and this country are mighty I ucky to 
- -.----

have you in here pitching .• 

L When it co::;~ookie Presidents" .•. well, I'll be seeing you 

around next season .•. and the next ... and the next •.• and for a 

long time. J 
• L But Luigi, and all other Vice Presidents here today •.. -........ 

want to take up one piece of unfinished vice-presidential business. 
# 
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L I understand there was talk here last Saturday about a new 

union --the AU R P --American Union for Retired Presidents. And 

I suppose that if Lyndon Johnson and Dave Dubinsky want something ... 

well , they're probably going to get~t .. They always do. ! 
L So I've got another idea. Since everybody's organizing ... 

J.rg~ lleMOI~I y ~ tg libeHJiiio~~witiffJ (anel w~«> do - '!'#.,..,.,.,. 
thif=tiiliRI' ttq 'I er. .. ~why not vtce-presidents.- -ri.uu.IJJ&I M 

f . A ~·••1 1~• 
W,p tk_L..,Our seniority clauses are terrible ... e~~•Ji I'§ p n gtiR&s,. 

I don't even have one. \ I 
' • 

rievance procedure. Talk about 

management prerogatives! Why you ought to try working for one of 

these presidents. The only place we can take a gripe is to our wives .•. 
;• a 

and as all you ladies here know, wives need a union and a grievance 

machinery of their own. 
rt"'\wa , 
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So I say: Vice Presidents of the World: Unite! We have -
nothing to lose but our •.• why we haven't anything to lose at all., 

Period.f ..Q. , ;, ,· . ~~ 
But one other thin~ When we do get that Vice Presidents' 

Union set up I'd sort of I ike to be its first Past President •.. if it's 

all right with you. \. 

START RELEASE 

These past few days have been full ones for me: moving across 

the country... making speeches .•. counting birthday candles •.. 

and convention delegates~ They have been mighty good days, too. ,\ 

/.. I bri ng to this union especial I y the greetings of a rna n I visited 

Saturday in Independence, Missouri. When I told him I was going to 

be here with you today, he said "Tell them hello. They're my kind of 

people. " Then he gave me some advice\ You know what it was. l 
a~V:;~ 
-1-J,~y-~ ••.• _ 
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L Nobody ever captured so completely,the real spirit of the 

people of this country 0. 0 and won ~~"-~~~ . .,JU~" 
,._ ~arry S. Truman.b { 

L. I have been foil owing . 0 • as c I osel y as I cou I d from a di sta nee 0 0 • 

the proceedings of your Convention. 
~ 

L vo: heard last Saturday one of the most moving addresses in 

the history of this Union ... by probably the most 1'moving11 
••• ~­

!!Jone 0;.0 President in the history of this Nation_ ~i-J-..•= ... 
He said it: The difference that counts in the life of this country 

today ... in making the lives of the people of this country better ... is -
the difference between talking ... and doing. \ 

L rhat goes for Lyndon Johnson ... and there are five years of 

almost unbelievable~oing to prove it. - ']:)~_., / 

M~. 
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J. That goes for Louis Stulberg and this Union ... and there 

are a record 451,000 members now •.. enjoying the unparalleled 

benefits of over 2000 collective bargaining agreements ..• to prove 

it. 

~nd that goes for me. I've been doing things all my life and 

1 'm ready to do some more. 1 

/.... We know that acti~~ takes its real meaning from its purp~e -­
from the ideals that inspire it and the vision that guides it. 

/ , •s =a -
/..._We know, too, that we are on course today toward our highest 

American ideals and vision ~~ •.. the course set in these past seven 

years under the leadership of John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnso • 

/.;. 'Let us begin," John Kennedy said almost eight years ago. 
twa m a 

And here •.. eight years later ... eight years that ... - ·~ -.... . 

have seen the most remarkable growth in any nation's history •.• not 

just in the gross national product of this country .•. but in the well 

being of its people ... 
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--over 12 million rising above poverty, 

--over 10 million more men and women at work, 

--a 60 percent increase in the minimum wage, 

--and 9 million more people covered, 

--over 2 million more young Americans in college, 

--civil rights established, and civil results coming, 

--Medicare, V e~ A+.iJ ~....Q 
A>Hctl6f1 ( I 

--and 200 other human welfare measures enacted, 

... after all of this a President looks back over it and reports 

"We have just begun. 11 
-

J.., Yes, we have just begun. 

But we do know --all of us here --where we're going. We do 

know now -- all of us here --what we want. We are properly reminded 

that the question ... the question of the doer ... is How. , /J.w 
--h JA~- 14uJ...to h·~ 
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L There are four pieces to the answer -- four pieces which you 

and I have to put together in 1968. -i. Piece number one is;o ejrct. .. again ... enough of the kind 

of men and women we had in Congress ... and in State and local 

offices •.. in 1965 and 1966. The "how" of social progress in America --- ...... 
depends on a lot more than the Presidency. 

,.J:b ).' j.., Numbe~ is to start right now to pl:n ... to prepare ... to 

get ready for what comes after Vietnam. 

liJ'I -

J Peace will come in Vietnam./Jfr! we clear what we will do then ... 
" _.,., A -

with the victory of peace? 

L I ~54 ... after Korea ... the meaning of peace in the world 

was recession and retreat in America. We will not let that happen again. -
It would be wrong-- shamefully wrong-- if a cease-fire order 

in Vietnam meant a cease-work order in the factories in America. 
~ 



- 10-

£/14 It would be wrong-- criminally wrong-- if young men who 

(/ fou~ht from an integrated bunker in Khe Sanh came back to live in 

a segregated sl urn in an American city. That must not be. I 
• 

~ The third piece of our answer is this: America has to decide 

to invest in our most underdeveloped resource- the millions of 

~ nde r :!!ld, under-clothed, under-educated, under -e mpl o~ed./..The 
stress is on invest because unti I now we have too often been penny-

wi~ and people fool ish -- readier to pay vast amounts for relief, for 
L 

hospital care, for jails ..• than to make the human investment that ,. 
would have prevented those costs ... and the human tragedy that goes 

with them. 

l;:e think in terms of investment when we plan for the development 

of our natural resources ... our business enterprise ..• the development - _,. 

of technology ... the exploration of space. 
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~utmost of our thinking about human development is on 

a current cost basis --the cost, too often, of not making the - . 
investment we could have made. 

Every penny we invest to bring health to our sick, education 

to our untrained, jobs to our jobless, will come back a hundredfold 

to the e~iChment ::m~rica.:- ( ~" 'i::"~d;:. (~. 
We must wisely put the great wealth of this land to work to 

develop the underdeveloped millions whose hands and whose minds 

wi II bring new greatness to America. 

L We have the wealth. We know the way. What we need in 1968 
0 

is a national decision to invest more now to achieve the quality of 
• a F:t 

I !few! want la,!;,r • · 
- IU2 

~d the fourtU piece of our answer is unity -- uni!Y of purpose ... 
WE --unity of determination ... unity of faith in America --and the -. ... 

enormous power that goes with it. 
a 
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/.._yy my oath under the Constitution, I am pledged to help 

"form a more perfect union. ''l! intend to do exactly that. I intend 

to do whatever is in my power to unite --not divide --this 

nation, to make a union that will embrace black people and white -
people, Northerners and Southerners, business men and workers, 

y;s, ~ld people and the 'i,Ounq. t . ~ 
J And I intend to hear from a million of them in the months 
~ ----------.A- ---

ahead -- not as members of separate groups ... not as statistics ... 

but as individual citizensL I intend to hear from you. 

( I shall hold a series of campaign forums in cities and towns 

around our country at which individual citizens and community leaders 

will be invited to give me their views and policy suggestions.£ There ' · 

will be housand volunteers administering these 

campaign forum programs, and I shall personally attend as many of 

them as I can. 
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I. What message wi II we hear when a mi II ion o rdi nary A me ri cans 

have a chance to speak up? Division? ... Uncertainty? ... Hatred? 

D . ? . . . espa1 r. . ., 
I doubt it. 

L We are going to hear impatience, yes -- impatience with 

poverty_ and discrimination ... impatience with the uncertain place -
of the individual in a society of bigness ... impatience with a world 

that has known too much of war. 

l But I think we are also going to hear high purpose expressed in 

the language and hopes of mothers and father~, grand-parents and -
students, rich and poor -- individual Americans. I 

--r;think we ~re going to hear confidence •.. determination •.. 

commitment. 

I think we are going to see America s(and up and say, "Yes! WJ. l!t/ .. 
One nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
"*' ~ '-- -

" It can be done. We'll do it." I 
# # • # 
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READING COPY. NOT IN RELEASE 

President Stulberg. Honorary President Dubinsky, First 

Vice-President Luigi Antonini, fellow trade unionist. ••• and 

Fellow Democrats J 

Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 

It's going to be another great Democratic year in America. 

And another great year for the ILGWU. 

I guess you know I meant that "fellow trad.e unioniats." I 

got my union card when I was Mayor of Minneapolis ••• !rom the 

International Ladies' Garment Workers Union. 

Yes, air! I am the first member of the I L G W U to be 

elected Vice-President of the United States. But that isn't good 

enough for this union t 

I hope you wUl agree, Luigi •.• there's one too many Vice 

Presidents around here. One of us has got to go. And everybody 

loves you so much that I'm going to make the sacrifice. 

Dave, if yo1.11re going to be an Honorary President ••• I 

refuse to be just a plain ex-Vice President. We 've been through 
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too much together. You are one of the grandest trade unionists 

I've ever known. And you're one or the few fellows in the world 

who gets as much fund out of life as 1 do. Anybody who c:aa do 

as much ae you do and lau.ah as anuch as you laugh len't just an 

Honorary President of the I L Ci W U. He's an Honorary American - • 

and that's the way· we think of ·you. 

Louie, I read that speech you m.ade here la8t Thursday. I 

:f'sure like your politics! Y ee, and I like your way of doing business. 

You ealled yourself, last Thursday, a urookie Pre1ident. 11 

i 

I know better, and ~o doea everybody in thie hall. You're a pro 

~ 

irom the word go, and this union and this country are mighty lucky 

to have you in here pitching. 

When it come• to "rookie Pl"esidentan • • • well; I'll be seeing 

you around neat .s,eaaon ••• and the next ••• and the next ••• and for a 

long time. 

But Luigi, and all --other Vice-Presidents .here today ••• I 

want to take up one piece of unfinished vice-presidential business. 

I understand there waa talk here last Saturday about a new 

union -- the A U R P -- American Union for Retired Presidents. 

And 1 •uppoae that if Lyndon 1ohnson and Dave Dubinskt want some-

thing ••• well. they're probably going to get it... They always do. 
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So I've got another idea. Since everybody'• organizing ••• 

from Honorary Presidents to labor union working stiff• (and who 

do they think they are?) ••• I say why not vice-presidents. 

Our pay ls OK, but you can't beat the hours. We work double 

Ume on holidays and week ends • • • at no extra pay • • • making 

captive speeches for aomebody who didn't show up to captive 

audiences who wtah they hadn't shown up either. 

Our seniority clauses are terrible ••• especially on promo­

tiona. I don't eve have one. 

What's more, we have111t got a grievance procedure. Talk 

about management prerogatives I Why you ought to try working for 

one of these presidents. The only place we can: take a gripe ie to 

our wives ••• and a• all you ladies here know, wives need a union 

and a grievance machinery of their own. 

So I say: Vice-Presidents of the World: Unite f We have 

nothing to lose but our ••• Why we haven't anything to loae at all. 

Period. 
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But one other thing: When we do get that Vice-President's 

Union set up I'd sort of like to be ite first Past President .•• if 

it'• all right with you. 

CONTINUE READING COPY. START RELEASE 

These paet fe«r days have been full ones for me: movlng 

across the country .•• making apeechee ••• counting birthday 

candles ••• and convention delegates. They have been mighty 

good days. too. 

1 bring to this union especially the greetings of a man 1 

visited Saturday in Independence, Missouri. Whe11 I told him 1 

was going to be here with you today, he said "Tell them hello. 

They're my kind of people. " Then he gave me some advice. You 

Jmow what it was. 

Nobody ever captured ao completely the real spirit of the 

people of this country • • • and won our warm love in return • • • 

as Harry S. Truman. 
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I have been follov.i. ng • • • as closely as I could from 

a distance ••• the proceedings of your Convention. 

You heard last Saturday one of the most moving 

addresses in the history of this Union ••• by probably the most 

' ~movingn ••• get-it-done ••• President in the history of this 

Nation. 

He said it: The difference that counts in the life of this 

country today ••• in making the lives of the people of this country 

better • • • is the difference between talking • • • and doing. 

That goes for Lyndon .Johnson ••• and there are 

five years of almost unbelievable doing to prove it. 

Th&t goes for Louis Stulberg and this Union. • • • and 

there are a record 451, 000 members now • • • enjoying the 

unparalleled benefits of over 2000 collective bargaining 

agreements • • • to prove it. 

Yes, and that goes for me • • • and I can't wait to get 

started. 

Sure, we know that action takes its real meaning from 

its purpose ••• from the ideals that inspire it and the vision 

that guides it. 



r 

- 6-

We know, too, that we !!!. "on course" tn this great 

country of ours ••• the course set in these past seven years under 

the leadership of John J'. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson. 

We know, too, their advtee to us. 

"Let us begin" John Kennedy said almost eight 

years ago. 

And here on Saturday ••• eight years later ••• 

eight years that have eeen the most remarkable growth in any 

nation• s history • • • not just in the gross national product of this 

country • • • but in the well being of ita people ••• 

... 

over 12. million rising above poverty 

over 10 million more men and women at work 

a 60 percent increase in the mi'ftimum wage 

and 10 million more people covered (CHECK) 

million more young Americans in college (CHECK) 

civil rights established, and civil results coming 

Medicare 

and 2.00 other human welfare measures enacted. 

after all of this a President looks back ovett it and reports 

"We have just begun." 
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We know Where we're going. We know now What we - -
want. We are properly reminded that the question ••• the 

question of the do-er ••• is How. - -
The answer starts now ••• in this campaign ••• in thie 

election. 

This election is about a lot more than the Presidency. 

It'• about electing • • • again • • • enough of the kind of men and 

women we had in Congreas ••• and in State and local office• ••• 

in 1965 and 1966. 

And this campaign is about a lot more than the election. 

For it is the Nation that has to decide How we move forward 

now ••• past the beginning. 

I press with you here today one c:entral, critical 

element in this decision. 

We have been paying in this country ••• and we are 

paying today ••• enormous costs for the underdevelopment of 

our human resources. 

We have been penny-wise and people foolieh -- readier 

to pay vast amounts for relief, for hospital care, for jails ••• 

than to make the human lnveatment that would have prevented 
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thoae costs • • • and the human tragedy that goes with them. 

We think in terms of investment when we plan for the 

development of our natural resources ••• our business enter• 

prise • • • the development of technology • • • the exploration 

of space. 

But all of our thinking about human development is 

on a current cost basis - ... the boats, too often, of not making 

the investment we could have made. 

We must determine in this year of decision to invest 

in our most underdeveloped resource: the millions of underfedJ 

underclothed, under-educated, under-employed. 

Every penny we invest to bring health to our sick, 

education to our untrained, jobs to our jobless, will ~me 

backahundredfold to the enrichment of America. 

We must wisely place the great wealth of this land to 

work to develop the underdeveloped millions whose hands and 

who$e minds will bring new greatness to America. 

We have the wealth. We know the way. We need the 

will. -
When I say., "we, 11 1 mean the millions who make up 

this great 11union, 11 we, the people of the United States. 
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By my oath under the Constitution, I am pledged to 

help "form a. more perfeet union. " 1 intend to do exactly that. 

t intend to do what-ever is in my limited power to unite -- not 

divide ==- this nation, to make a union that wUl embrace black 

and white, North and South, management and labor --yes, old 

and young. 

We can find the way if we have the will to face these 

problems as one people -· and not as war:ring sects. ages, races, 

classes. By acting in union we can make this a mol"e perfect 

union, so that once more '"this nation under Ood shall have a 

new birth of freedom, so that go:vernment of the people, by the 

people, and for the people shall not perish from this eai'th. '* 
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Transcript of the Vice President's remarks 

I.L.G.~-I'.U. 

ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 
May 28, 1968 

I've been having some busy days myself, moving across this country, making 

a few speeches, counting birthday candles, and even counting convention delegates. 

These have been mighty good days, my friends. 

I had a rronderful privilege just his past "Yreek end, Saturday. I was in 

Kansas City, Missouri, and I got in the car and we drove on over to Independence, 

Missouri, where · I was privileged to sit for an hour in rronderful conversation, 

talking to one of the greatest of the great, the man that stood up when he needed 

to stand up, the man that had the courage when his country needed courage, and the 

man who called them as he saw them -- Harry S. Truman, from Independence. 

No one ever so completely captured the · spirit of this country, and no one 

ever won so fully the respect and the affection of the American people as this 

man that I've referred to, the courageous one, the determined one, the fearless 

one -- Harry Truman -- my kind of man. 

You heard last Saturday one of the finest addresses ever given by a President 

of the United States. It was a moving address, and it came from a man that's a 

mover and a doer. It came from a "get-it-done" President, and I think one of the 

most effective "get-it-done", moving Presidents that this country has ever had, 

the man that I stood alongside of these four years and worked with -- President 

Johnson. 

And I think you'll remember his emphasis. He said it wasn't just the rhetoric 

or the talking. It's the doing that counts. And he went on to say that it was 

the doing sometimes by people that you 've never even· heard of, that never got 

their name in the papers, by ordinary American citizens who believe in this 

country, who believe in social progress, who keep working. Sometimes their main 
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work is to go to that ballot box and vote for the kind of leadership that keeps 

the country moving forvrard. That's the kind of a message you heard. 

And this wonderful President has had five years of almost unbelievable doin~ 

on the job, taking every kind of abuse, being condemned and criticized from 

every side. But he has stood there like the man that I mentioned before, Harry 

Truman. The two of them are cut out of the same cloth! Both of them unafraid, 

both of them putting their country above their popularity, both of them putting 

principle above their own personal ambition . And I say to you that this country 

is fortunate to have two such men in such perilous times as Mr. Truman and Mr. 

Johnson. 

You build a country just the way you build a union, and you build a union 

just the way you build a country: you set your goals, you get the leadership, 

you go on out and earn the respect and the support of the membership, and then 

you go to work. 

And I've watched what's happened in this union throughout all of its years 

of history. The tremendous leadership that you've had -- the leadership of 

Dave Dubinsky and now the leadership of Lou Stulberg. And look what's happening 

to this union. A record of over 450,000 members now enjoying unparalleled, 

unequalled benefits of over 2,000 collective bargaining agreements, which proves 

what I said. 

You've been doers. You're getting the job done for your people. 

Many people never read about those collective bargaining contracts. They're 

concluded peacefully even though with hard work and sacrifice . And that's the 

way it is in this country. Most of the good things that are done come by the 

hard, personal s acrificial work of a number of our great citizens and some of 
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our less-than-great citizens, who do their job, every day, who have great faith 

in this country and who do not underestimate our problems. 

My friends, I've been trying to do a few things in my life, too. You've 

recited some of them in your resolution of endorsement, for whic~ I'm exceedingly 

grateful. You've honored me far beyond >-That a man deserves. 

Yes, I've been doing things all of my life, doing some things that some 

people didn't like, but some things that needed to be done. And I want to let 

you in on something. I'm ready to do a whole lot more. If we'll work together, 

we can get this job done. 

I read as I came into this Assembly, this hall, about our COPE, the political 

action arm of the labor movement. It's getting things done. And it's not getting 

tnings done just for organized labor. It's getting things done for everybody 

in America. 

The labor movement has not asked for special treatment in this country. 

The labor movement has asked for one thing: · the right to bargain, the right to 

organize, the right to make something better for its membership. And the labor 

movement has fought for every program, domestic and foreign, that has been good 

for the prosperity and the security of this nation. 

That's why I'm proud to have the endorsement of organized labor. 

And you ought to be encouraged and hearteneq, because the candidates that 

COPE is endorsing are coming through. And all I want you to do is to do the same 

thing for me that you've been doing for some of these candidates that you've 

endorsed forCongress, and for the United States Senate. 

And, my fell~w Americans, if we stand together, if we work together, there 

isn't anything that we can't do for the good of this country. We can do it, 

and I'll be honored to march arm in arm with you ·throughout this land in the 

cause of social justice and social progress, which has been the cause of this union. 
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We've been on the right course. We've been on the right course towards our 

highest American ideals and visions. And that course has been set in these 

past seven years under great and determined leadership. I've had a chance to 

be a part of that leadership team. 

That course of new direction, of opening up new frontiers, of helping to 

build a great and a better society has had the leadership of tvro of the most 

gifted men of our time: first the beloved, the articulate, the dramatic 

President John F. Kennedy; and now that hardworking, constructive President 

Lyndon Johnson. 

Almost eight years ago this country was in the doldrums. Your Union was 

having problems; unemployed \'/'Orkers. The management was having problems 

trying to keep a profit sign in the ledger books. 

And then eight years ago, John F. Kennedy said, "Let's get this country 

moving again. Let us begin." 

We did start. We did begin, and we got this country moving again. When 

the mantle of leadership was taken from him by the cruel assassin's bullet, there 

was a man ready there to take up \'there President Kennedy left off. And he 

didn't say, "Let's scuttle what we've done." He didn't spend his time telling 

the American people that the previous years, the almost three years of John 

Kennedy's leadership had been for nought. 

Lyndon Johnson, when he became President, said, "John Kennedy said 'Let 

us begin.'" And Lyndon Johnson said, "Let us continue ." And Hubert Humphrey says, 

"Give me a chance and let's move forward." 

And here we are almost eight years later, eight years that have really 

seen the most r emarkable record of economic growth in our nation's history, 

and not just the growth of t he gross national product of this country, but growth 

and improvement in the well-being of its people. 
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As Thomas Jefferson once said, the only legitimate objective of government 

is the health, the happiness, and the well-being of the people. And that's what 

we've been working on. 

And there are far too many fellow Americans who have not kept their eye 

on this record. Remember, that you have made it possible in a very large 

measure for these two great presidents, Kennedy and Johnson, to serve and to 

lead this country. And you have helped make it possible for a Congress, 

particularly that dramatic 89th Congress, to do what was almost the impossible. 

Over 12 million of our fellow Americans have been lifted out of the swamp 

and the despair of poverty so that they can stand today as self-respecting 

dignified, earning citizens in this country. I submit to you that a record of 

12 million lives saved, 12 million productive workers put to work, 12 million 

despairing people who can hope, is quite a record in eight years. 

Let's not let that sort of record stop at this point. This is but a beginning. 

We've proven that we can do it. We've tried the experiments. They work. Let's 

apply it across the board now, and win this war on poverty. 

Over ten million more men and women are at work, now, than there were eight 

years ago. This is over and above those that came out of poverty. We got a 

&Yfo increase in the minimum wage , and you helped do it. You helped pass the 

first minimum wage bill. And you made it possible for the people of this 

country, the unorganized, to have a minimum v1age no1·1 of $1. 6o an hour. You 

understood that these programs must grow . They must develop. They must expand. 

They must improve. Nine million more people are covered under minimum wage today, 

because the ILGWU and the American Labor :!'oiovement had a Democratic President 

and Congress who cared. 

Two million more young Americans today are in college, because your government 

cared and did something to help them. Nine and a half million boys and girls 
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that were the victims of separate and unequal education, nine and a half 

million disadvantaged children, the children of the poor, today are being aided 

by the elementary and secondary education act, so that at long last they can 

have their opportunity in education. You helped make that possible by 

supporting our program. 

Civil rights for which '~e fought together, for better than a quarter of a 

century have been established by law. And now civil results are coming in. 

I spoke from this platform one year before I went to Philadelphia to the 

Democratic Convention . And my fellow Democrats should have knmvn what v1as in 

my heart, because I spoke to you from this platform then about the necessity 

of America making sure that every American, regardless of race, color, or creed, 

had every benefit and every privilege unrestrained and undiminished as a citizen 

of the United States. 

That work isn't done. We've only started. And '~e're going to have to 

stand together to complete that work. 

Medicare -- v1hy, here is the union that first spoke of it. Here is the 

union that first practiced it. Here is the union that asked the Congress to 

enact it, and you 're looking at the man that introduced the first Medicare Bill 

in Congress, May 17, 1949. 

That bill introdUced called for hospital and nursing home care under the 

term.s of the Social Security for persons aged 65 and over . And vThat I was called 

should not be put in print. That dangerous radical, that man that was trying 

to break up a vlhole system. 

Medicare took 16 years to pass. The genesis of Medicare came from a 

report of President Truman's connnissi<;:m on the health of our people. I came to 

t hat Congress a Truman Democrat . I remained in Congress until 1965, and I was 
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out at Independence, Missouri, when President Johnson brought the legislation 

that today is know as Medicare, and signed it in the presence of the former 

President of the United States, who dared to venture I stood alongside as 

the first man to sponsor that legislation. And we were a happy group. 

We've expanded Social Security . We've improved it. 

But what we're looking for now is not just some more social security. We're 

looking for more social opportunity, social opportunity for every living mortal 

in this land, every boy and girl, every father and son, every mother and daughter, 

every person in this land,- regardless of race, color and creed. 

In these eight years, over 200 measures for human welfare enacted by the 

Congress. Over 30 of them were in the field of education. Thomas Jefferson 

said you cannot be both ignorant oand free. We want to be free. So we waged 

war upon illiteracy and upon ignorance. 

We used to have every federal aid to education bill killed on either the 

basis of race or religion, until ;.;e got a man from the South, who is a Protestant, 

who overcame the issue of race . and religion. And today there are billions of 

dollars of Federal funds that are going into the school systems of thi s country 

to help children to become better Americans, more enlightened Americans. 

And yet that President vTho came here l ast Saturday said: "We've just begun." 

I have been the partner of this President. Some of my friends say I've been 

loyal, too loyal. Let me make it clear from this platform, you can't have a 

Vice President that is too loyal to a President. Loyalty is vThat you ought to 

expect first from the man who stands alongside of the President of the United 

States. 

And, Mr. President, we have just begun and, if I'm given the chance, I'll 

take up the challenge that you laid dovm before this convention. Yes, President 

Johnson, we have just begun, and your Vice President, if he's given the opportunity 
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to succeed you, will continue to move in the same path and move this country 

on to greater dimensions of accomplishments, not repudiating the record of 

Kennedy and Johnson, but building on that record to build a greater country. 

He do know, all of us here, where we're going. He do know now what we 

want. He are properly reminded, however, of the question of the doer: How 

how to get more done -- how to do the job better. 

And so when I put the question of ho;.r do ;.re do a better job, I would put it 

in this manner: there are four pieces to the answer, four pieces which you and 

I have to put together in this year 1968. 

Piece number one, is one that you know about. Elect, again, as you've done 

before, enough of the kind of men and women that we've. had in Congress and in 

state and local offices in those critical years from 1964 through 1966, in the 

88th and the 89th Congress. 

Elect your friends. Elect people that stand with you. The how of social 

progress in America depends on a lot more than just the Presidency. If you elect 

a President, give him a Congress that he can vrork ;.rith. Give him a "board" 

that he can ;.rork with, so that your dreams and your hopes will not be dashed to 

despair and failure by conflict between a President and a Congress . 

Now, the number two item is to start right no1Y' to plan, prepare, to get 

ready for the day when peace comes after Vietnam. Peace will come in Vietnam. 

And, lest there be any doubt, let me make the record clear. The real 

peacemaker in this country, the real man of peace, the man that has had to bear 

the burden of the heavy responsibility of this nation and the man ;.rho has given 

the great personal sacrifice of his political life for peace, is the President of 

the United States. 

The pursuit of peace is a lonely struggle. Blessed are the peacemakers, not 

just the peace-wishers. 
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One thing we've learned in the union movement is, when you're negotiating, 

it's good to have the membership stand behind the leadership. We're negotiating 

in Paris now. And what this country needs to do, every man, ·Homan and child, is 

to give the President of the United States, to give our country the benefit of 

the doubt and to stand behind our negotiators and our President until we find 

that road to peace. 

Every once in a while I have somebody say to me, "\fell, Mr. Vice President, 

why don't you speak out more on Vietnam?" I don't think there's a word that I 

can say that will help accomplish our objective of an honorable and a genuine 

peace. 

I think there may be some words that some can say that \>Till impede the 

fulfillment of that objective, and I want you to know I will, to the best of my 

ability, say nothing or do nothing that will in any manner stand in the way of 

achievement of a just and an honorable peace. 

To put it more directly, I will do everything that is required of me as a 

human being and a citizen, regardless of the personal or political cost, to help 

bring about an end to this struggle in Vietnam and an honorable peace. 

If our President could sacrifice his political life, as he did, I think the 

least that I can do is to try to be a faithful, helpful, cooperative, thoughtful 

Vice President and not to cause him any difficulty or troubles. 

I am your Vice President, not just a candidate for the Presidency. I am 

the Vice President of the United States, and I intend to fulfill my duties and 

responsibilities with every capacity at my command and with all the honor that I 

can muster, even if it means I don't do well in the election. But I think we'll 

do well in both. 
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But when peace comes, what will we do with it? Are we clear lvhat we'll 

do with the victory of peace? In 1954, after Korea, there ¥Tas peA.ce. The 

troops \•Tere brought home. The war was over, the killing was over, thank God. 

But here, back home there \vas recession and retreat. 

not help this economy. It did not help our schools. 

It did not help our cities. It did not help our poor. 

The victory of peace did 

It did not help our children. 

What happened was that the forces of conservatism and reaction in this 

country gained control. Or should I say the forces of apathy, the forces of 

indifference? I think that's more accurate. And this nation suffered three 

economic recessions in eight years. 

There were more poor then than there are now, but no war on poverty. There were 

more illiterates than there are now, but no federal aid to education. There were 

more sick elderly people than there are now, but no Medicare. 

Peace did not bring victory at home. And I hope and pray that we're not 

going to let that happen again. And I call upon you to see to it that we have 

the political leadership in these coming years so that when that day of peace 

comes in Vietnam, we can move this country forward here at home like you want it. 

It would be wrong, shamefully wrong, if a cease-fire in Vietnam meant a 

cease-progress at home here in America. It would be wrong, criminally wrong, if 

young men who fought for an integrated bunker at Khe S~nh, came back to live in 

the segregated slums in American cities, and this must not be! 

And the third item of our answer is this: American has to decide to invest 

in our most underdeveloped resource, the millions of underfed, underclothed, 

undereducated, underemployed people. Until now ¥Te 've often been penny vrise and 

people foolish. We've been readier· to pay vast amounts for relief, for hospital 

care and for jails ttan to make the human investment that would have prevented 

those costs and the human tragedy that goes I·Ti th them. 
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We think in terms of investment when we plan for the development of our 

natural resources. Business men think in terms of investment when they con­

sider their business enterprise, or the development of technology, or the 

exploration of space. 

But most of our thinking about the human deve~opment is on a current cost 

basis, the cost all too often of not making the investment that we could have 

made. 

Every penny that we invest to bring health to our sick, education to our 

untrained, jobs to our jobless, every penny will come back a hundredfold in 

dividends and in enrichment to America. And this is the kind of investment 

that I am going to call upon you to make in this country, if I am given that 

chance. 

Any country that could invest up to 35 to 40 billions of dollars to put a 

man on the moon, can make whatever investments are necessary to help put a man 

on his feet right here on this earth. 

We have the wealth, we have the know-how, we have the science and the 

technology, we know the way. What we need in 1968 is a national decision, a 

national decision at that ballot box, to invest more now to achieve the quality 

of life that we want later on. And I'm going to ask you to cast that ballot of 

investment on November the 5th, 1968. 

And finally, the fourth piece of our answer is unity, unity of Furpose, 

unity of determination, unity of faith in America, and the enormous power that 

goes with it. And during this campaign I shall speak up for America. If others 

want to, they can speak down to it, but I intend to speak up for it, and I do 

not intend to tear down somebody else in order to do myself up. 

And I shall speak of our hopes and our dreams, ever mindful of our problems 

and our difficulties. You know them and I knm'l them. But if we're ever to over­

come these problems -- and they're staggering problems, we will never do it in 
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despair and doubt and confusion. 1-J'e must lead from strength, the strength of 

confidence in ourselves, the strength of faith in our economic, political and 

social system, the strength of the idealism that's in our heritage, the strength 

of the brilliance that's in our history, and the strength of achievement that is 

the record of this goverrunent and this people. 

Franklin Roosevelt was right: All we have to fear is fear itself. And 

let's not have fear; let's have trust and faith. 

By my oath as Vice President, and by my oath if I'm permitted to be your 

President, I am pledged to help form a more perfect union. That's what a 

President and a Vice President are supposed to do. And I intend to do exactly 

that. I intend to do whatever is in my power, my limited povrer, to unite, not 

divide, this nation, to make a union that will embrace black people and white 

people, northerners and southerners, businessmen, workers, old people, young, 

to unite the American people into these great United States of America, we the 

people of these United States of America. 

And I shall go across this land holding a series of campaign forums in 

cities and to>vns, in which individual citizens and community leaders will be 

invited to give me their views, and their thoughts and their suggestions. 

There will be several thousand volunteer workers, administering these campaign 

forum programs, and I shall personally attend as many of them as I can. 

I want to hear from the people. I do not want to read graphs and charts 

and statistics. I want to hear from the individual citizen, and I shall. I 

want to make the American people participants in the politics of the people, 

not merely the listeners, but let them be the talkers. 

Some of us are going to have a program. I call mine Humphrey listens. 

And I will sit there and let the people testify, taking myself to them, rather 

than asking that they come to me, because in a democracy, government of the 

people, and by the people, is the only way that it will ever do anything for 

the people. 
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I don't expect to hear ordinary citizens, when they speak up, talking of 

division and uncertainty, and hatred and despair. I know we'll hear impatience, 

liapatience with poverty, and discriminat ion, impatience with the uncertain place 

of the individual in this society that is so big, impatience with a world that 

has kno"m too much of war. But I'm convinced that out of the wisdom of t he 

people "till come the answers to the problems of the nation. 

And I'm going to tap that tree of wisdom. And I'm going to find out between 

now and the month of September what's in the hearts and on the minds of the people 

of this land, so that if I'm privileged to carry the banner of the Democratic 

Party in this campaign this fall, that I'll not be speaking just my thoughts. 

I'll be speaking the thoughts and the hopes and the aspirations of the American 

people. And that way ''~e '11 have the voice of America, and we' 11 have an election 

victory. 
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mach1ne17 o~ their own. and I tl\1nlt ~u:r haye cme. It •a a 



no - riu · a pay in~; · one. 

'QC• My t hHl tO the Vice-pl't:Sldents hert"' , 

r:;e.thered. in this J-u:~ll ia: Vice-Presiuents of the Wend , 
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unite! W~ have nothiL to lose hu ·f our -- Hhf, we dor. ' t 

even have anything to lose at all . Period. 

( r.aurJ! ter and app lau · e ) 

vice-nresidents , l'd lik. to st.a:rt 1t off" by bein""' the 

first past president of tba Vice-tres1dents Organi~at:1on. 

If that •s ~tll right wlth you. ( 1 !1P la.use) 

da.y 1 listen. what did you do to Presiden .. 

Johnson? I uant to t.~ll lfOU He has been on Cloud 9 aver 

s1r:ce he was up here . You surely gave him a :r~ception 

that he ' ll never tor0~t. (Applause) 

I read in the pt1p~r out in 'U.IJ..neaota \lhen 

I was there . It said President Joih'"'laon alf!.loat endorse.., 

Humphrey. A.d I said I ca.n \·niit, even if it takes a..11other 

ILG\-IU eonventiot1 . (Applause) 

Well, I want you to know • f'rOI!l tn1s man 

who has served alongside of our president . that you 

couldn ' t have honored a ma..'1 who was mol"e justly de!=!et-vint, of 

of your f'a.1 th and y<:m~ conf'1dence, and your tribute than when 
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you hono~d ~sident Lyndon Johnson as President ot tbe 

United States. (Applaus~) 

Well• I've been having aome buay day 

mys~lt. Moving a.crou tlts countrY", making a rew tJJH)echea, 

counting birthday eandles • and · ven counting convention 

delegates. ~aeae have been mighty good days_. my 

friends. Mighty good days. Keepc 1. up. (Applauae) 

An sp.eakins ot prtl•14ent&, I had a wonde~ 

f'ul privD:ge just tbl.& past nek end, Saturday. I 18& in 

Kanaas City., Misso~Wi• end I got 1n the car ant\ we drove 

on over to Independence. Missouri, Where I waa privil geci 

to &it tor an hour 1 wonderful conv rsation • ta1Jd.ng to 

one o~ the gl"Etatest ot the great, the man that etood up 

hen he needed to stand up, the san that had the cou e 

when his country needed courage, and the man who cal.led 

them as. he a :w thet2, and you know 'Whom I mean • Ha~ S. 

Truman • t'J:tom Independence. 

You know what he told • I told him I 

-.s colfl!ng lier&. l-Ie tbt wanted me tc bp1ng hi& greeti.nga 

to every one Of" you. to you,. Lou. .and. to Dave • and to 

Lu1g1,. and to everyone or the of.f1cera and the •mbera. 

he reulentbers what JOU did tor him• don•t worry. He said• 
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Listen Hubert• if you nave that crowd o 10ur a1det 

You•ll win. and I JJI!id -- { p:plau=u~) 

He aa1 , they' n my kind. or peopl and 

they'r JOUr kind or people. 

An4 t.hen ! s~id. this, M~. Pre81dent. lookt 

w bat kind or c~aign advice do you have? 61 some 

adv1c&. What should I do? 

And what do yQu think h told 11e to do? 

t think you knmt. 1'hat'a l"it;bt. He told me ho\11 to treat 

those Republ1cans. And th word& were very clear and 

umn1atakable. He had a pla«)tt for thtJm to ge (laugnt r 

and applaus ) • 

I'll tell you thia• and wh~1evep I get a 

11 ttle discolU'a§ed. And that doos l'lappen -- not otten, 

but one ina while -- when&V$r I becom a l,.tt1e depreaaed 

and that 48ft hapPttn in tMs C()tmtry once n a wh11 - all 

I do is just go on out ~o Nisaour1 and see that won<lerhl 

ntan, that !"1 t:tng., th t brave and fighting torm r 

President of the United s~ate • and I eome out or tbeN 

all ptb~ed up with courage an« 1napirat1on and aeterminat1on 

and eno b to take ontwo Repabllcan t one • tr need b: • 

(A plause) 
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Anli art r all~ th~y r.allY ought to have 

heJ o ~tt to rep~e~nt all p rts of their 

~ ~ty ou. know. 1-lo one ever so co plet .. ly c ptuNa 

the spirit of" thi couhtry, and no one t:ver won ~o 

tl.tll¥ the r~o.~p~ct at'd the rtcction or 'the tuneriilatl 

p ople tnis m.an that I•ve re:tcrred to, the c.ourageot.tn 

on.e tb detepminoo 01. , t e fearless one - l.:arry 

'l'r · • .n - my kind of an. {Applantlc .. ) 

You•ve bad 

be n mighty htt~d to com}>'ete ' ith y~u t"or headline • 

I aon•t 'mo~t~ . I 1 r:r going to p.lan 1ny e !palg:n xt t1sr...e 

W1.en !fO 'Pe not in S$s<;ion. · xc~pt. I •11 bu., . ·nat wet e 

done today. 'l"hat•s tTeat. . {Appl.au"e.} 

Yoa he~rd last Saturday on of the fin­

e t ddrez;:;es ever given by a Pr :&i.d nt of the United 

St t ~. It waa ~... vin ~ ddPf!lss, and 1 t came from a 

• n that's a mover ami a doer.. It e rn~ fro~ a •·get-it­

donu~· Proal~ e-nt j a.ntl I th1nl~ one or the ost eftectiViS 

"'~t-1t-dcme*' moviJ g f!i :Pr ui\i ~nta that t ls country 

ha cvtt- had. the man that I tood a.lo.ngeido or thea~ 

four years u.nd 1!'0'l*ked rr1t - Prtmid€}. t Johnson.) 

(Applause.,) 
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And I . i think you'll remember hi:.> 

e 1phauis. H said it walr>n't Jus~ th rhetoric or 
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th talldne; .. It's the doin" that counts . And he went 

on to sa9 that it wa ... the uo!.ng :a~met1mes by people 

that ou 've never ev n heard of, that evet"' got their 

nii..f e in th~ p pers 1 b~ tbe ordinary 

t ~t believe in thitHlOa.?ltry ~ that h lieves il. soelal 

progl"es.s., tba:t keeps workin:"' - s•l~Wthtt'HJ his main ·<n"k 

!.• to go to tbat b ·llot box al'ld eaat t at ?Ot for 

th l~.i d er leadcr;:&hlp that keeps ltl.a eolmtry moving 

tort'fard. .i.hat 's the kind of a moasage JrO'U h rd . 

{an la.u.se . } 

An~ this wonde ful President ns had 

rive years of' almost unbelievabl$ doin€ the jot., on 

t.he .. 1 ob, tak.in.cr. (JV~ry idttd of> abuee • being eonue:tnl<t<:i 

and 4rit1cized r~om ev{Try &14 • but h<! haa otocd 

tber~ like the t"'an that I montiQn~d before , Har~y 

T'l'uman . !l'l:e two of • •• th~ aN eut <H.d; of t.he 

same clothf Both o.r them matraiet• both ot t • m ·put­

tin: tnai.r country above th&1:r JXlpular1t.t, both or the" 

putt1ng principle ab"O~ th.eit:- ow ptn~sonal ,a, ~'ition, 

auu T. ~:r to you that this eow:d;ry is fortunate to 

have t~CJ su.oh men in z;:;uch perilous ·tittW~ a.s t1r . 
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Tru"P,tan and t-tr . Johnaon. (Applauea. ) 

You lmow 1o.u bu ld a count r y ju t t.ue 

~Y you b1ld a union~ anu you build 

~? you bQ114 a countr : you set your goal s 5 you g t 

the l~ derg 1p, you go on out ana ~am th pespeet and 

tb .suppnrt or th vte:r.tbarehip,. nd th tl yo go to work. 

And I've watched wnat's happened in this 

union tl roil{thout all 0-f' its yaars. of' h1sto.r;f. r:1. 

t~e~ndo s leadership tha.t vou v ba • The le dersbip 

or Dave Dubinsky and now the 1 adership ot I.-ou S.tulberg t 

and loo wbat•s happening to this union . A r~eord: am 

I r1{d1t? A record of ov~r 450 , 000 ~:mt ol's now nJoyin­

unp rall l!!d'J uneqlall~a'd bnnaf1te o'f oveP 2 .. 000 eollee­

t1ve barga1n1n~ agroe~ntss whieh prove$ ··hnt I said. 

lou'v -e-En. doel."s . You•r ett1n!]; t 

job done for· your J: ople.. ( Appl tts .. ) 

And yo-u kno-w wh t . fol''a-tt L-~any peopl~ 

nev ... r re d ab ut thos~-' C<"ill -et1 ve bargair-:.ing contract , 

b t th~y r-e eonelu,leA p~.ttu::etull:r even trou h 1th hard 

work an ~acrifi()e~ a tJ tnat 1 a the way it is in th:le 

oow try . Most ot th~ good thing t. aat are don ~ 

by the haN!_. i"Hitrsonal sacrit'icill wor of a nuJ:> ~r et 

ou FC,r t e1t1zena a.r.d nome or our le "" than-v,reat 
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~ at t ith in this ountrJ an4 wbodo not unde~stima e 

th p;ro lerns at all. o _ o not .. css o er hose prob-
tnat the 

le • . u no know Slltmatsu way that yo ou1l a 

better Ame!'i¢a 1s te build it in ~ach oontra~t, to butl 

it e ch day, t-o build it e ch ear, and. ae it add u 

kin or an /1 · eri~a. that we 

And I anbm t • b.otb or tbth'l are p~tty , 

AM. ·• rr1 ds• I've b r. tryi g to 

beyond bat a man dese 1' .. 
Ylla • I' e been doingthin -s all or m1 

to l.et yo in on a.om.etll1npo. I tz r a o do a whole 

lot more. It wet 11 wor to ethe~ • ve can get thi ~ 

job done,. {Applau.s.e.) 



.... read a3 I eame .into th!s A ... $~mtbly 

this h&ll. about our COPEt the politleal action an 

of' the labor ~ve - nt. I 1 s gett1n _ things don • 
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And 1t' not getting th1nga. d1)ne just tor organized 

lab()l.9. Itts ge-tting tll"ings aene for everybody in 

Amer1 o .. :aeeaus • let • a fae !; 1t ris: 1t now,_ and. let • n 

!~¢ tell tlds sctery . 

The labor movement has not asketl .f.)or 

spceial treatmttnt in this aountt"Y. 5:.t~ labo't" movement 

baa &!ilked tor on thing: the ri.e~ht to bargain. th 

r1;.;.ht t-o o.rg&n1~e., t-he r-1g t to ruak somcthil-'ig b~tt~r 

tor its ~liilberfihip, anti the latter tJtovetlH~nt ha~ fought 

tor every pre.gra:r.l domestic and ~ore~~~ that ha8 bt;f.r11. 

fCOOO for tht~ ~rosper1ty a.nd the seeurity of thiz nat-ion. 

That • s. why I 1 m proud to .h.ave the en­

c~ors :m(!nt of orgatd%$d labor. (Apl'lause.) 

And you ought to be encourasyJd and. 

heart~ned,. :f!'v r1end.s 1 t~ea\.USe th""' aandldate:tl that 

COPE 1 s endorsing, tho~e candidates are co .. in~ through .• 

• :y the way, ou' e HOt one of tl"1e" stant:i1nr:r. he-fore you .. 

AI)d all. I want you to d-o 1~ to do the na\m-C th1ng for 

me- tr...at, ytlt.r' v~ b-o<Zn doing f'or cso~e or thea:e can 1date~ 
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that wt; can • t ac for t t e eood o t thi~ eou.ntry . We can 

you. througbout th1- land in th& cause or social Justice 

un on . (Applause . ) 

1®als and vis1ons . And. that course tta be n set in 

N¢t th ma1n art~ out a art of it, 

our tim • first th beloved, the artie late, too dra-

matie Prenioent John 'l . K ·nne y; and now that haro-
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it fo n ~1nute . alr'o~t 1 ht )~ar e.,.}:J , t.i,1$ "OUll 1:1 

wt:. ih tbe ult.b' . s . Your ~nion wa ltav!np~ probl~1Ms : 

And tbcr 

3-...id~ Lett s;:?t thi·· coun ~il ,.,ev1n" aca" •· Jot u.a P. .r:in. ' 

rty tlti .,... fr1enU5 ., "ti'e d:id 5 tart .. ·ila t. 1-(t 

, .l.n , and w~· t-;ot t;hia anu t.:r-y nov1n1 ag in. t<-td wh.eG 

it •iH"t t,nk~~;: n ~ when. t~.e ~1tLI'It~ Of l~.ade.rahi}) "~ ta flt.l 

frott hi 

man rea.t. t.c.e'r& totake Up ·hat ~Atle Of le.;;.d l"tJ.ni.,, 

a.nd tU'I.An't ~avi' 1'Let • a DCiiJ.tt~$ what. t:rtive ~n~ .. ~ H-,. 

di n~t '~nd h1s t1o t:-;. l l!.n"' tl!e A~erica. v~opl.e ~hat 

... h p , .. ioun y{lal"a . the t. l o.st thtree "ar of' John 

le"'"'d ... :r.i!)n1p .. 'lad. y --el '"o.P nou .. l t . 

~cause he knEJw bi11t.te:r. t:, ndon .. ronn.son , 

wl.en ,e bec~1e )lPr eslee .. t ~ aait! " <lJ'ci'..u l( m e:'ly fJaifl ~ 

•Let u~ ~-it • • ~ Ani. Lyn c Johul!O~t aj o, · L ,.t U$ 

con: 1:n ~ . • t• A 'ld Rub rt E phre:; aays, "01 ve m a cha.l1c~ 

ve. rorw~U" ... ir· th t ..... ,, 
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Ane! here we re • eight tears later.. ablest 

e1 ht yeara later • e1gb't 1evs that have iJeen the moet -

that ba-e really see-n the oat raarkable record or 
conom1c growth in ou.t- nation's b1stOl7, and not Ju t the 

growth of the groas nat!.onal product o'f th1• eountry. 

but growth and: 1nt rovement in tne well-being or its 

pe le. 

Beoa\ule tt.s Thomas J'GtTeraon once said• tbe 

only legit! ate obJective or government ia the bealtb, 

the happ1neas • and the well-being ot the people. Anc1 

And there ape r~ too many rellov Americana 

who b v not kept their eye on tbu recoz.d. Sometimes 

I think that 1t has almoat b en d&lJ.bett te bJ ••• 

forces or th1 catmt~ to try to con.f'uae that t"eeord• to 

spread doubt and contua1on• to poke it in the am.og of 

Pa.Pt.isan polities and. to poke 1 t 1.n tbe s og and the to 

and the smoke of dOttbt • 4eria1on, and deot t. BUt m'5 

fr.iends • t:ne i a "core. and you helped build 1t. 

Remember. that fOU have made 1t poss1bl 1n verr 
men as I've 

la~ measure f'or these tt«J/ ent1oned aa our resident , 

Kennedy and. Johnson. rou h ve made it poas1ble ror tbem 
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to eern ud to le&cl thia ountry,. and: JOU have helped 

.alee 1t aaible ror a Oon&rea•• part1oululf: that 

dr tie 89f;h Congrep. · o o what w .•t the 1Japoaa1ble. 

Vhat'a h ed in thO• te.w paral OY'er 12 tdlU-on ot 

our fellow .. tc.ana hav b en lilted cmt o.r the •11'MP 

a.nct t e <le air ot o-.ePtf ao ·th.a"t MJ cab •tf.nd toa, 

aa eelt- :apec.ttna 41Snlt1 d• e&mt.na o1rttnm• tD tbb 

count • I .8\lbJd..t to ou tbat a need ot 12 lld.UJ.on 

l1YU ved., 12 1ll1mp uot1n wo.kera put to 111\U"t 

l2 llilllon deapa1rins people oan. hope • th-' that a qUi • 

a rec rd 1 eigb~ fears. 

(Ap 1 uae) 

fAt me t•11 1011 041 Jdtnda that th•• wh 

are the viet1lla o:r abJeot povert,-, he J.ea•ne••• -4eapair1 

fJN.Itr tion # bltwmeaa • an4 a011et11tea hatrect. ta JQft1 

1• wnen Yoq l-ook at it. thaJ are like ~MJ':zef.eatt. 

Be au• the ep·trlt ot Ute baa gone tr · the1D4 AN4 when thoJ 

are abl to wi•e llp1 wh prograaa ad p U.oiea are able 

to lle1 th.d h&lp tbe elvea eo tileJ can a'tJa.nd ~all 

Me in• 1t*• Dl0%'8 than an a~G:Ilio n. ,.t's •-t 

on~ a l1ve.at •• lives. and I subJalt to 70U that 

~ a l1t • ld.ll:buJ of Uvea in tMa peat co\U\U,. or 
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ourn, have con1e into the full bloom o.f meaninP:, and of 

that sort of rcH!or,J s op 11t this point . This 1a but a 

~ie ' v~ pcv~.;n that we can uo it . He ' ve 

·Cross the board n(;ll-1• and uin this wnr on pov!lrty . 

(Applause) 

Ov-er ten million moro !llen and ~mmen at 

,>fork , nmr, thnn eight yers ago. Over and above those that 

e ru"-le out of poverty . A gtil 60% increase in the minimum 

~~ago, and you helped make it . You Helpe-d pass the first 

m 1n1mum wa~e bill . .And ycr.J made it i)OS.Bi t;le for the 

peo l.e of this eo• ntry • the unorg~mize-d, if' you please • 

to have a .minus.nP wage now of '1 . 60 an hour. You. u.~dQr-

stood tlat tlie$e programs !!lust gro11. They must d veloo. 

They must expand . TUey must improve . Nine milliml more 

people a1~~ covered under minimum wage today. bocause the 

Demoeratia 

President and Cont;ress t<~ho car d . (Applause) 
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Two n11llion more young ~r1eana today 

are 1n college • bee au e your government~ your g:overrm nt 

~ared and did ttomething to help them. 9~ million boya 

and gtrls th t were the viet . s or eparate and unequal 

ttdueation.- 9~ mill!on disadvantaged <:bildr~n. the children 

or the poor. today are being aided by the elementary 

a.nd secondary education act,. ao that at long last they 

can have thair opportunity in &ducati9n. and you helped 

make that r.osa1ble by supporting ourprog~am. 

(Applause) 

cavil ighte for which we taught together, 

ror better than a quartel- ofa eent\lr'Y• civil r1gbta nav• 

b ei.Tn establishe<i by law, and now ei vi.l resulte are c-oming 

1n. r•m p•lbltt proud or our reco:-d together. I spoke from 

tb1 platform one year before I vent to Pld.ladelpbi to 

the Demoore.tic Convention. and my tellow Democrat& should 

have known what vas in ay hfJart • because I a poke to TOU 

r: thia platf"orm tb . abc;ut the neeess1t7 of Amer1e.a 

mttld.ng sure that .every Amrican. regardless ot race 1 color; 

or creed • bad eveey bene tit a.nd •v•ry px-1 'Vi lege \IJU"&atra1ned 

and untiim!niabed as a citizen ot the United Statea. 

(Applause) 

And my f'!t1ends • that 'WOrk ian• t doJte •. 
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togethexa to comple-te that work. 

Medicar - why, h l'e is the union that 

tii"st poke ot :tt.. Here ia the unicm that tittat, pract1c•d 

:1 t. ne~ 1 the union that aaketS theCongJ'Gsa :to enact 

it• and rou•t- l.ookint!: at the man tbat laltrOduced the 

first Med1-eare lUll in Congetns,. May 17, 1949. 

(Applause) 

That bill introduee4 called tor l\osp1 tal 

seeurity tor persorJsagecl 65 and over • ar.··u.t 'What I was. 

called should no be pu.t in print., My oodnesa:a that 

;pass. ~b& genes1$ or Neulicare came from a report or 

Prest dent !fruman' • eommiasion, on the health of our pitople 

ne1tehr one or us ~1ned very popular forvef!J long. -
Bu~ I remained in Congress until 1965. and I was OUtat 

lnda , d&nfle. Mf.aaour1. 1rben President Johnson brought t-he 

l.egial-at1on that toda1 1s known a& Me.cae 1'0 • and' sitr..ned it 
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1n the ~ence ot the former President or the united 

State&. who ~d \o venture., and I stood al.ong•1d.e• 

a tne t1r-et man to aponao~ tha~ 1 P,alat1on-. And •re 

happy group. 

(Applause) 

es • my tr.ienda • we •ve expended Social 

Security. \4e''Veimpt90ved it. But what we1 re looking tor 

now is not Just aom.e mOM soci 1 security. W _ •n looking 

tor more social opportunity • social opp-onun1t:r ba-eked 

u.p by eoetal oppo-rtun1tJ. tor veey living ortal tn this 

land.. v-ery boy and i.:rl:. eve7-y rather and aon. ever3 

mother and d- hter, every person in tb1$ land, reg~dlea.s 

()r raoe. eolor and creed. is entitled to be known as a 

fint-claaas American citizen -wit.h every political, ao-e1e.l~ 

and eco omic right th t goea w1th that. 

(Applause) 

These igbt 1ears,. ov~r 200 measul"'ea of 

human welfare enacted bythe Congr&tS$. Ovel" 30 ot ths. 

alon 1n education. Thorn s J.etters-on said you cannot be 

both ignor.ant afld tree. want to be tree. So we waged 



ft~ vpon 11Ute: 07 and upon ipor · oe. 

I •m sun your Prea14ent t ld JOU. 1n 

araphto tet:'lla tbia •truW•· • u_, to have &'VeQ 

t~nl a1d 'o ectucatJ.ton kiUed on e1t~ the b.uia 

who is a 'Prote•tet • wlD ov .. •cae ~h .1a d ot ra" and 

rel1ston. an4 today theN ue b1ll1orul or dol.la:w or 

h9ftl Nn4a tbat ere co1.nS into •h• ••hool 1•~• 

or 't"h1• oountey tf'lr 'What PUl'POJJet 1'o help obilc:lren 

to be b tte bQtiea.u • • cmli&))hft414 AMritwll. 

(lpplaue) 
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And yet that P~.stdent that carne here 

la t S t 'rday and said to yo 1 this re-cod J ana poin d 

it out much more ~rap i<;all thar. I have- what did 1 e 

say'? Vaa he eot1t.ent•l 01d t e sa,y our (1ork 1 done? 

I~i no ay le n L cl: :nd rel$x. wetve ac.compli.sh~d 

eur g:o 1? 

~ot at ell. B~re'a what he fiaid: ~we;ve 

J•m't. bef;tm.. ~i .. 'v ... ju~t begun.'' Well• ·my fellow 

.Am-ericans, I have lieen the ll-M.rtnf:tt of this l'resident. 

Some or 'r!'t;' friend say I've bt'H~n loa~l 1 too loyal. L~t 

e ako it clear from thin platform~ ,.'ou. ca .. • t h ~ 

4 Vice ?rusld nt that is too lo ul to a Pr&.::;,1de-nt. 

Loyalty is i'ib t :; u ought to e pe t t1rst from tho 

mttn who stands alongside of the P:rea.ic nt ot t.be Un1 ted 

Stat~s. (Applaus~.) 

An ~ 1. r. ~euid nt_ ue have- ju t b0gun. 

1\.nd,. !"ir •• resident~ as your Vtca f'ree:ident» if Itm 

t'l'i~:l>n the chance. I'll t~ke Uv the ehallnr.r<e tha~ 

you laid d trm before tbj 3 conv nt1on. Y -s ; President 

Johnson, ·e h ve ju$t begun~ ~~d your tie rres1dunt~ 

if' lle' gi v _n the oppor Ulli y to s cc(;ed o\.t, 1-Jill 
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oontinue to PJ1:1Ve in t.~e ea.~· path a d move tnis eo®­

try on to e~ter dimenEio · n of aoo listm&nts, not 

to P.epudiate t .h$ eDord or -:i:nnedy and Jotuu1on ~ but 

to btr116 on that record antl to htt11d a. o ter aountry. 

(~~pplau e.) 

Y(;~h Wt.l· lia:ve Just begun, but we d() know, 

all o:f here~ u.here we • re an1ng.. \ e o know now, all 

of h~re , what we want .. We are properly remin e4 , how­

ver, of that 1U: t1on~ t te question ut the do~r: How 

- hO'l~ to g-et riiore- one - how to do tW3 job .ett r .. 

As I've 1~u1rt1 t're~ident Johnson sa1 :mallJ' 

tim ~, lt'u not ii'f"1tlult te do what's rit~ht. 'iJllat's. 

ditr1eult iB to find out 1at is ri ut . 

At• so !fh.eu I put the qu•.at1on of how 

do oo <lo a ·ett~r job,. I would. J)ut; it in this manner:t 

ther are tour pieees t·o t 

1QU !UU1 ! nav-e to put together 1 ~. t · s year 19 u. Pe£tee .. 

11unber .one. is one that you kno-w "bout. (Al1Pla ~:~e- .) 

1~1 ct,. elec~ - ~a to lec.t agaitt., as yoU"Vff done bator< • 

•~l et e ou~b oaf' the kind or men and WQtrt£:-~ that w-e 1 ve 

haa in Congres~ nd in state and loeal ffiees in 

thoua uritl.eal year from 19 "4 up th:rou h 1966, ana 

the 8{)th and tbe \.,9th Ctm1~res,s .. 



(H~~hrey) 75/3 

Elt1et your :fi'!en a. El.ecu people th t 

5tand ''lith you.. l'l::tG how cf social progt-es~ in Atc1er1ca 

d~parl<tS on a lot tno~o tnan just t'l&· Prcsidaney. Ir' 

you elect a. Pre,;1dent § ~.iv him n Congre fJ tl"..at he ean 

work with. Give him a ntlo~du that h& can Wl~rk witb,. 

$~ that your ~eatt·S and your bopez will not be da iGed 

to d€\lapa.1~ and failure by confl.ict between a resident 

You know he\!! to do. tbe jOt). You've 

d~e 1t 'bototte. {J~.ppla.us • } 

~J.ow, the nwber two itEtm is to start 

right no ... to plan. p-repare • to get ready for the (lay 

:hen peace comes atter Vtetna.m. A:nd, l3dies ann 

~entlem~n~ peace will como .in Vietnmn. lt will Qoil1..,., 

(a: plauate.) 

And, lest t• ere be a.'"ly <louct, l et m-

tatoo the r-$cord clfJ~P. :rl e ~eal peacemaker in thi"S 

country, th€:1 real tr'.B.l'l. of peace, the ... an that has had 

to teart!~ ~urden o£ the heavY resporaibility of th~~ 

nation~ the J.tlan that; is tbe f'ClllJ.ine lov· r of" peace~ and 

the man no haJJ v-.1 vcn th<t t:rreat personal .s"!.cri fiee ot 

his pol1'bieal lif . ror peace • i the .. resi,( ant of t s 

Uflited Sta~t:S. (ApplA"~ U!H'h) 
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The purstd t of peaoe is a lon~ly ztJruggl.e . 

Blessed are the pee.c. m::l~rs , you ' ve hea.~ me say it 

before 3 not Just the p .acn--w1Sch&rs . 

La die"" and gentlet:i,en • on t-hing ~Ae tye 

learned in th~ union M:ovemcnt is, '\then you •rn nego­

tia tin,;, it t s goot to ha v th El.e~ bert hip stand hind 

the le dar hip~ and • 1 d1c'S .ar.d gent~emen , 'We 1 ~ nego­

tia.tinr. 1n Pari a l'H')W ~ S.Uld what thia eountry needs to 

o , every man . woman and: ehild, i:i to give tne Pre 1-

d n.t of the United States,. to 1ve our qou.ntt"Y the t>e.r e­

f'it or too doubt and to stand behind otll!" negot1atorn 

and o-u~ Pees1 ent untll we find that road to peaec . 

(Applause .. ) 

Ever'! once in a \>.1lile I have somllbody 

say to met '•}Je 11, ;'r.. Via~ P;r1;&i -ent ~ li hy <ton' t you 

speak out mora on Vi-etnam? n Laaies a.nd gentlemen, I 

don't think there • s a tOJ:•d that I ann say that will 

help acaomplinh oqr o.jeotive of an hono~able and a 

ga-nuina pe-ace. 

I thitlk the >() :may l'HJ som, mrd' that 

.... o, or can sa:; that v;ill iln!•ll::d~ the fulrillment r 
th t obj ... et:tve, and I , ant you to kno ·· what tti' osi-



(Humphrey) 

t.1on 1 • I · ll do s to the be5t ot 
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ability; I ... ill 

sav n thing o do not i* that will in ru • way tanu 

in the "'a or tlt .nch1 v ment or a juflt and an honor­

. :l pt",ac • 

To I'llt it tore tUrt::ctly :J l ill do ev ry-

t4~1n t at is r qui · d or m a human b ing and a 

citi~~n, re ~rdle s of t e per onal or politic 1 cost, 

to alp brin_. abo t au end to thi3 stP gle in '1etna· 

and brin a \ honora.bl peace. (. pplau e. ) 

It our _ r , iuent could s crif'ice hi 

nolitical lif , aa h did, and th re wore some people 

t.u.n.t maoe 1,. m1t.,.ht rui era 1:. ot" .lim -- if our Pr~s1-

dcnt eould }te th~t cr1.f1e • I think th l~ast t.at 

I e do 1. to try to e faitLful: helrful) coopera­

tive, thouz:.,[Jtful Vio:e nres1dent and not to ~au e. hi!' .. 

ny i.ff1eul ty or troubles ... it tL Lor .. Uod \1111 p r­

mit me to hav tl at wisdo and t .• at s.en!le of' t ale.rtc 

nd jud,... nt,. 

X hounoht •1 ought to kno 'I • ow I feel 

atout it. I am your V1c Pr€15 .nt, ot ju. t ca.t'ld.i­

date foro the PY. s1·enc • I nm to Vic~ Pr~5id-ent o~ 

the unit a State , an I :tnt n to ultlll my dut1e 

~d span 1 111 ie:s ~-ritb every c pa 1ty at my co.•n d 



·. 
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well in both. {Applause.) 

al d it will, tihat 1ill \te ao -w-ith it? Are e elear 

•hat \fe 'll do with tbe v!etery of' peacr<:t Do ! need to 

;. !K~nl'Ui!D{ 
re.rre::5h your ~ · Qmor1es n.ft r Korea? 1954 J th(':r as 

penad here~ bnek home? t~~ll~ I'll tell you whnt hap-

Tne victory of pea.ee did not lelp this economy. lt 

did not I~lp our ~ehools . lt did not l~lp our chil-

onr poor. 

~1hat happened was that the forces of 

trol, or should I ttY the .roref;:a or a.pa.tny? I th1.t k 

this nation suftered hree eoonotn1c rec~as1ons in eight 



·e.r o: ·ov ·:rt:v . 

l) tt: no .. e u .. ~e. e . 

(J,....,,~l'''l"'li"> 'J j:'$ ..... t.~<-.> ... ,.. . 

net ::·c! If,. "<"<P•A \ \ -·;.J,t!..l..t<I.A ·c • I 

It -~ou.ld ht. 
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AY C 

Take 76 
76-1 

SD I call upon you to join :ti th me, and 

I shall . oin 1-;i...,h ~rou, to look n!load. to lift ou.r sicrbt.s 

to thnt ha""J'lier day • and to plan th<:: proper use o.r our 

reHJources, :mate-rial and hur an, when !1akinc; over our 

t:1iti0s, when T;1oder:n1z1ns our cou...'"'ltrJ:nide , or improvi:r~:.: .. 

our oc•woln, or tra1nin:-; our tt .. !1emp1oyed , for healinr; 

our si~k, fo,.. houoih~ thostftibo are ill-hou<»ed. Ladies 

and gentlt.;rnen , that ' s the r al test of patriotism . 

Pa r1oti~Wl is not onl.,. salutin·-~ the flag 

and honor in;; the reaponai!)ilit1es of military s~rvico . 

Thnt ! .. d<'~~Hl ls part of 'atriotistJ and it 1& a very impor·ta.nt 

part . 

But the other part or patriotism ~ibich makes 

it all the more mean.tn~ful is tr..at ~ilic;ent " day- by- day 

\ orl\: and service t.o see to it that in tbis land peopl$1 

P.re treated as huma.-"1 heings , and to see to it tnat in this 

lahd the inJustices and the inequities are overoor.ul • and to 

s'3e to it in this la.l'J.d that tis becruaes the ki nd Of an 

America that we ' ve drearaed of, the land of' nope ~ and ~e 
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land of pr0fl11.8e, thEF land of equal1t and human dignity. m• the pat.ri.ot1Sllt that ve need in Alae~ea. 

(Applaua ) 

And the third 1 tem ot our answer 1 thl-&. 

Ame;r1can baa to dec1tle to i.nvest in our mos underdeveloped 

reBOU:rce, tb million& Of undel.'".fed,.. Utl relctheda under-

duttat a.. underemplo)'ed peopl~. And I repeat the etress 

is on inwatme.nt,. beeause un.t11 now we've orten been 

penny wise and eople f'ocl'--sh. e've been ..-tt:~ readier 

to pay vast amoa"lta tor relief, tbr hospital care and tor 
Jails than to make the hum n inveet~nt that would have 

prevented those eonte. 

And the human tragedy that goes with 

them. (Applause) 

e ttt.!nk in tems ot investment wh n we 

plan for the development o-r our nd'ur l resources. Business 
men think in terms or mveatm&nt when they think or their 

business enterprise. or the development ot t chnology, 

w the exploration or apace. 

But moat Of" ou:r thinking about the hum• 

development ie on a current oost bad.sf the eost all too 

otten or not making the investment th we could have 

ade. 
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Everr penny that we 1nveat to bring health 

to our s!ek• education to our untJ"a.in&d• Jobs to our 
jobless. ev-&1"1 penny will eome back a bundre4tol4 in 

divide.-·ui and 1n enrichment to A:mri.ca, and t ia ia t~ 

kind o't inVG$tment: that I am going to c 11 upon you · o 

taake in this ·eountr:r. if' I a giv•n that ohtm-ce. 

(Applause) 

Any country tbat eou14 1Jlve&t up to 35 to 40 

b1lliona of dollars to put a man on tbe moon • o.an make 

whatever investments a?& neeeseary to .help put a man on 

his teet right he:tte on thi& ear~b·~ 

(Applause) 

Now • let's h.oe up to the truth ana tbe 

faetau W& hale the waa.ltb• we have the know-how• we have 

the science and the tectmol.ogy, we know the way. What we 

n ~d in 1968 1s a n~1onal dects1cn, a nat1Qnal dfd.aion at 

that tellot box • to invest more new to achieve the quality 

ot .lire &hat we want later ~ And I'm going to ask you 

to east that ballot of investment on r~ove bar the 51h, 

1968-

(Appla e) 
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fttiend.a • the tourt:h pleee 
· r our .awar, 18 what thia union tnowa by tb& verr t1•1e 
ot 1ta 01m pla.oe or reat. it '• attn pla r retl'eablunt, 

\lDitJ • unit7,. this uftion hu at ott tor, tn all ot ita 

ork •. .1 all o~ ita indu•trJ. So our aneweP 1a WlitY11 

llftitJ of pqrpo-ae. unit, t •terrrdaation. unity or 
lattb in Ab$r1oa. and the eno-J!'Dloua owe1r that soe w1th 

it • an4 duriag this e&lllPaf. I a ll apeak up t:or- r1oa. 

1r =han want to • tbeJ can apeak down to 1 t • 'Lt I t:aou 
t apeak up t"Or 1t,. and I <to not !at end to te~ 

<IJJwn 101t10bod1 lae 1n o:l'de~ t do fi1Self' up.. I tb1tlk it '• 
t11:teat that we atand on our C1fll. (Appla e) 

.Ald I Bha1l speak ot ou:r bo:- s and our beama. 
ever 11lindtul ot -- r probleas and. 0\U' d1tt1oul_tie-a. You 

kni . 1;b «m1 I know t - a. Bat I aq to th1tt au41enoe tbat 

tr we' eyer ~o ov•rcoma tbeae pt-Oble ·a - an the7'N 

a .nng pl'Obleu 1 we will never OYG~eo tb 1tl 

deapair an4 oubt d ontuslon.. We JllU.at 1e-a4. aa tber 

a7 • t:PoJl • ngth,. the atre tb ot contittence 1ft o~aelv ·~ 

t•h atrenath Ot taltb 1n our economlo po.li;t1cal eel 

aooial BJ&t the tl'lm8tb or 1dea11a that'• 1 o.;n. 
er1bae•. th stre th ot ta t.PU1.1anoe tha~ • a in our 

H1a an • and tlut strength ot aobie-veJaenti 'tha~ J.a t · reoot'd 
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o!' this gov ~rr.r:1ent a'1dthej;)e p~ople, t y d?t:U"' .f..tu t':ri~nd E> • 

if ~·,e•re {'~oing to overcom the T""''nt mental probleriS that 

faee this nation, •.;e nust •'n it from 1nsr il"'~ti n, the 

powe:r that comes fro.·J reason~ optimism~ not the eaknf;ss 

that comee frou1 despicabl dAspair and r<oubt and f:ear. 

(1\pplaune) 

; y my oath a .. \r:"r.c~-Pres16 nt, and by r:1y 

oath if I 'I't permitted t bt1 your President, by my oath 

under the Gonsti tntien • I .ar-1 plad~cd to helr:· form a ztlOr 

perfect urtion . 'rhat•n wh t a President and a Vioe­

Presidnnt ar• supposd to do . AHd I in~ri to do ext:£tly 

that . I intend to do tihataver 1.~ in my powEH''• 1"y limited 

power,. to unite, not divida, this nation .. to make a union 

that will embrace black peopl~ and white people , northerners 

an' southet""!lers,. busir:essmen, Norkers, old people , young. 

to un!te the M!lericat"l ,eople ln1-o th ;.S. ,reat United 

St tos of' il..meric&, we the leople or these UNited States or 
(Applaue ) 

And I nhall o across thls la.11d holding 

a aries of"' camtaa1gn roruhs • cities and tcmns • in which 

1ndkridua1 citizens and coimnlmity leaders will be- i nv:tted 

to e;ive na their v1e1-us-, and their thoug,.~Lts and their 
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suggestions • tb~re. will be eeveral thou and voluntEHJr 

wo~ke.N • dm1n1 t<*l'ing th ee campaign forum programs • 

and I Sb ll persottally attend as many Qf" 1i,bem as :.r can. 

I want to hear f'l"om fh p ople. .I do not 

want to read grap s and c~ts and ta.tie t1cs. I want 

to ear fttOm the indi vi4ual oit1zen • and I shall. I 

ant t"O make the American people part1e.tpants in ttl& 

poUtica of the people. not merelr the liotenel:'s,. but 

l.et them be t11e tal.kera. And s ot ue are oi.ns to h ve 

a pregr 1 and I eall mine l!umpbry listens • end I will 

ait there and 1 t the opl tes~ity, taking myself to 

t em. rather than aald.ng that thea eome to me, be'Oause 

1n aemoeracy. governutent ot tb p cple • and by tbe 

people• 1a the only ay- that 1t lid.ll ever do tm9thing 

tor the people .~ And you know it. 

(Applaus ) 

Aad I don•t expect to h~ar ord1n&rJ 

e1t1~en When they eak up • talk or d1 vi.aion and 

une&rtaintJ, and hatFed and despair. Oh• I'll ~ear -­
I know we • U bear impatience • impatience • elld poverty • 

and diacr1minat1o , who 1e•t - I' ver-a i.n!pat:i•nt 

with 1t. Impatience with th uncel"tain place. ot tb 

1n41vidu.al 1n this society that ia so bi , .tmpatien 
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w1 th thtt world • it bas known too mucb t1 or we. nut 
I'm conv.inoed tbat out or tbQ: W1edom or the peqie will 
q001e the answers -.the p.roble:ma or the nat1·on. 

76-7 

Andi am going to tap that tree ot w1s&>m. 
I ar11 going to tap that vine of knowledg -. And l 1 . goJ.ng 
to f'1nd Out betwee-n now and th• month ot Septembel!' 
Vhat' a on the hearts .arlCi 'the ndnd.a and the aoul.a or tbe 
people ot tb1$ lant'l, so that if I'm priv1elged to earry 
the banner ot the Democratic Party in ttda campaign tor 
this tall (Jl&et1on. tbat I 1 ll not b:e speaking Just my 
thoughts~ but I'll be speaking th~ thoQ bta and the 
hope• and the aap1rat1ona ot the American people .• and 
that W8f • my t'1':1en4a• we'll have the vo1c or Atnerioa. 
and vetll have an election victory. 

(Applause) 



.. 

tra~ 11 ( b~y) 1111 

We ar~ the peopl • I tbin R':r.e· sotng 

to e rica stand up n say something th t .,,.ery 

on ot kNQWS, that r preaeut the M,g at purpoee 

ot t 1! l n , that ~senta very-thing that we 

Y<lur chil n k:n w tt. "othera and 

t there, I bo '0\1 know it. and I think yott o.:b. It 

stat d tJO p~c1se.ly and liO beautifully.. It's t 

on lea n or cur- tr~o that~ we must re .eaia~r,. aoo 

• 

.it 's the one lesson or o~ bi&tor:r that we mu.at put into 

~an we li ~ vith two aoo1et1es, 11-eparate ut llllequal. 

W ean f live that way in America. A nation torn and 

oP our own 

people, an<t no 'hope t"() the orl ... nd t retore. ~ what 

1a tb• !am t at we 8flek? What is thill "' ore P Pteet 

· nion •l t at w · wan to build. wi:l&t 1& , t · en.. t purP<J.ae 

or a aan4Uat. to-r t 1e F;re.sidetttf 

to tut:ltill t dream -or thu land, tb pl"m'1!1 e or 

ind1rl~1b.tle an4 td.th liber~y and Jus lee £of! all .. n 

I ay it oan be on~. And I ~ you 

belp me make it a roallty u~ our tim • (A~plaus~.) 
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(Humphr~y) 11/2 
Thank you very nuch . (Applau e . } 

.ave not wade uae for the last 21 years~ we are a broa. -

subscribed t o in this Vn1on, t'fe ' va decided to ·1v• you a 

VICE PRESID~ T ffi RPUR Yz Trw.nk you . 

tain aJ ou.t the Pr~s1de-nt c.omin~ to our c<>nf'erence, but 

I " going to confide a. seerot to you 

~hat I hope you1 ll keep . I think it is only .. :nown 

now to about 2Qi) m1111on A..mer1ca:na . r.rod y 1s th~ day 

bnl{ed a 

cake for the oc~asion. {Applause.) 

Ho "'Sked me not to repea ·, o not to 

sa how . ny year s . P rhaps hetll tell it to you him-

self . I on ' t k11.ow. t.ut ! sa , hlm wa.tehing th .. 1~18 



• 
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May I say to you. ().rtf! ore t'IOM? You may 
t >10 

or may not rem~bcr, -~r . .. ie~ Pr~sident,~ years ago 

on the occasion of rt!'JJ asuu.~ption of th& presid ney or 

thie Union, and as tl goin!t away party~ to to ~peak, for 

wore kind enough to oome down and visit •21 with ua t 

End 77 

.. 



• 

. y a. ·tnp· to 

should. tell t.•c l;:.CJ_,-;:s ~.t-•r'*' t .a"": It •: i.n th- Jack t• -.. !mj.', 
leut 

a~~hool of '<:hot.l.:;'l··t . I Lis all cnr~<.1or. i' :;7 ;yeero yount:. 



tim Of lif~; it's an attitude of ind., You are. as O·lU. 

as our doubt and as yourg as your hopes . Ion ar~ S$ 

o~d as your despair d as young as yeur id ala. You 

ar as old as your bi torn s an - au youn . your lov • 

lov thi~ orga!uz~tion. I hold in the . T~atest estee~ nl 

nd I ; . v · be :n wi tb yon 1 e;ood e a and not o goo 

daya.. w~ hav been like a ttt.-r.~.;ter of th fandly:. and 
:tf 

b 11eve ,e , XBQtlillt. contidt::nee. faith. id"' 1.:1> -- can 

• ve just tteeo . votit · a .. e. 

Than you 

you'll fL.""ld the , effthero. of' the Inter-national !...adios. • 

Garment \l'orkers ' Union vill be alon~ie. • of you ••• 
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