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The true presiding spirit here today is the spirit of
youth.

Years alone are not a true measure of youth -- for a
person or a country. We are as old as our despairs, and as
young, as our hopes -- as old as our fears, and as young as our
falth -- as old as the doubts we harbor, and as young as the
ldeals we sustain.

The young, though, are the particular constituents and
the custodians of youth.

They ask on Memorial Day -- and have the right to ask,
in the name of their members we honor here:

What 1n the meaning of Man or the sense of civilization
ever requires or even warrants the pitting of youth against
youth in a trial by mortal human combat of the controversies
between nations?

What are nations except for their youth?

What blindness hides the suicidal fact of the arbitrament
of war?

We try to answer:

That war 1s thrust upon us...that we act not in conqguest
or in hate, but for freedom and for peace.

That our reverence for life sometimes requires us to
stand against those who would deny others the right to live --
even at the risk of death.

That we have buillt a nation from this sacrifice...a good

nation...a young nation...and thus we honor what we have taken.
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That @ mother...a father...knows most cruelly of all
whernr 2 younim man dles.

Yet Lhe answering has none of the authority of the questiaon,
none of the finality of the sacrifice.

The answer must stand on the bitter experience of the
armes that whenever people have rested on the strength of their
Ideals alone they have fallen before those others who exert
Lhe unprineipled force of their arms.

The answer stands, too, and its inteprity is tested, by
the absolute priority that is given the unrelentine pursuit
ol & better answer,

Youth asks then, further -- not only the Why of war —--
but , 1 it 1s the decree of history and the default of centuries...
whether it 15 ripht that it be invoked by fathers when it must
he fourht. by sons denled any part in the calling of it.

We o not help the young to hold their youth by withholding
responsiblility from them.

Wee rely from necessity upon youth's bravery., We will rely
I'mom wisdom upon 1ts closer inheritance of the beliefs we were
born with.

The promise of peace lies in the constant testine of
the reasons for war against youth's unquenchable faith...its
hope and fmood heart...its hate of war...its fierce insistence
Lhat war does not need to be, and that peace has to be,

There 1s the hope that peace will eventually emerpe —-
perhaps now sooner than we think -- as the alley of history's
sobering cxperience and youth's unconquerable spirit.

And our rededication to the principle of peace will speak
most eloquently of our love of 1life.

These are In truth, as Lincoln put them, our profferings
and our purposes:

"With malice toward none; with charity for all: with firmness
in the right, as God pives us to see the rirht, let us strive

on to inish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds;
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to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his
widow and hils orphan -- to do all which may achieve and
cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves, and with
all nations."

May youth make our words its deed.
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TRANSCRIPT OF A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDINGS
HELD AT GETTYSBURG NATIONAL CEMETERY,
GETTYSBURG, PENNSYLVANIA

MAY 30, 1968

COLONEL SCHRIVER: We are privileged and honored in having present
today one of our most illustrious public servants:; a man who is dedicated
in serving his people in his Congressional District in the Congress of
the United States, For the purpose of introducing our speaker of the day may
I present to you our Congressman from the 19th Congressional District of

Pennsylvania - the Honorable George A, Goodling - Congressman Goodling -

CONGRESSMAN GOODLING: Ladies and Gentlemen - it is a high honor
and a distinct pleasure for me to present the Vice President of the United

States - (applause),

VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Congressman Goodling and Colonel Schriver;
Mayor Weaver and Mayor Monahan, Ambassador Rice and Mrs, Rice, the dis-

tinguished guests here on the platform and my fellow Americans:

The true presiding spirit here today is the spirit of youth,

Years alone are not a true measure of youth - for a person or for
a country, We are in fact as old as our despairs, and as young as our hopes -
as old as our fears, and as young as our faith - as old as our doubts, and
as young as our ideals,

But it is the young who are the particular constituents and the
custodians of youth,

They ask on this Memorial Day - and they have the right to ask, in

the name of their members whom we honor here:



What in the meaning of man or the sense of civilization ever
requires or even warrants the pitting of youth against youth in a trial
by mortal combat over controversies between peoples or nations?

What are nations except for their youth?

What blindness justifies the suicidal fact of war?

And we try to answer:

We try to answer that war is thrust upon us - that we act not in
conquest or in hate, but for freedom and for peace,

We try to answer that our reverence for life sometimes requires
us to stand against those who would deny others the right to live -

And we try to answer that we have built a nation from this sacrifice -
a good nation - a young nation - and thus we honor what has been given,

Yet the answering has none of the authority of the question, and
none of the finality of the sacrifice,

The answer must stand then on the bitter experience of the ages that
whenever people have rested on the strength of their ideals alone they have
fallen before those others who exert the unprincipled force of their arms,

The answer stands too, and its integrity is tested, by the absolute
priority that is given the unrelenting pursuit of a better answer. A
better answer based on law not violence; reason not passion and peace not
war, and youth - yes - youth asks not only the why of war - but, if it is
the decree of history and the default of centuries - whether it is right
that it be invoked by fathers when it must be fought by sons denied any part
in the calling of it,

Now we do not help the young to hold their youth by withholding



responsibility from them,

We rely from necessity upon youth's bravery, We will rely from
wisdom upon its closer inheritance of the beliefs that we were born to.

The promise of peace lies in the constant testing of the reasons
for war against youth's unquenchable faith - its hope and good heart -
its hate of war - its fierce insistence that war does not need to be,
and that peace has to be,

And then there is the hope that peace will emerge - as the alloy
of history's sobering experience and youth's unconquerable spirit,

And our rededication today as in the days ahead to the principle
of peace will speak most eloquently of our love of life,

These are in truth, as Lincoln put them, our hopes and our purposes
in our own nation as in the world:

"With malice toward none; with charity for all, with

firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right,

let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up

the Nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne

the battle, and for his widow and his orphan - to do all which

may achieve and cherish a just and a lasting peace among

ourselves, and with all nations.,"

May youth, in <4ts wisdom, in its bravery, make our words its deed,

COLONEL SCHRIVER: Mr, Vice President on behalf of the citizens of
this community, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and of our Nation, may we

say "thank you" for that most informative and inspirational message



especially fitting as we are guarding our Nation's principles and doctrines
in all parts of the world as well as here on American soil, We appreciate
your taking your time from your busy schedule to honor us with your

presence,

May 31, 1968

I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true and correct transcript
of the notes recorded by me of the foregoing portion of the services
conducted at the Gettysburg National Cemetery, Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,
May 30, 1968, and that the same is transcribed to the best of my skill

and ability,
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nna Belle Little, Court Reporter
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