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What of America in 1968? 
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I am reminded of the first line of Charles Dickens' A Tale of 

Two Cities: "·It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, 
1t was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, 
it was the season of light, it was the season of darkness, 
it was the spiing of hope, it was the winter of ~espair; 
we had everything before us, we had nothing before us, 
we were all going direct to heaven, we were all going direct 
the other way." 

America is the most prospe rous nation in the world. In 

the 1960's alone our nation's wealth ha~ grown by more than our 

entire qross national product of thirty years ago. It means a 

lot that the average American's real income is up an average cf 

18 per cent in the last seven years ••• or that 12 million Ame ricans 

have moved across the poverty line since 1961 ••. or that social 

security benefits are up 13 per cent. 

But it means even more that we are deeply concerned about 

the poverty that remains among us. 

More Ame ricans are in school today than ever before -- fully 

a third of our entire population. More are in college ... more 

in adult educa tion classe s . .more in job training programs. 

Yet neve r have we bee n more concerned about public education. 

And n e v e r have we worked so hard to see more and more people 

educa ted -- especia lly those who have been denied a chance at 

e duca t ion in the pa s t. · 

Americans are h ealthier th a n at any time in our history. 

Look at a n y i n de x ~- in fant mo rtality . . . life e xpectancy . 

inciden ce o f d isease . 

Ye t we h ave ne ver been mo re c once rned in all of our history 

t o increase the q uality a n d avai l ability o f hea l th s e r v i ces throuqhou t 

th is n a t ion . 

" 'I'he worst o f times ?" Perhaps it h e l ps to believ e that . It 

~ ·a kes us keen. I t keeps u s going . 
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But is it not also the best of times when a prosperous 

people refuse to be a satisfied people; wh~n a fortunate nation 

rejects the role of an indifferent nation? 

Yes, a gap exists between our goals and our achievements, 

and ~orne think it has caused a mortal sickness in our society. 

I sai the fact that we acknowledge the gap and struggle to close 

it is a sure sign of good health -- proof that ours in an active, 

fresh and lively nation, filled with the sense of self-renewal. 

I say our potential is greater than our problems. 

I say America can achieve full and equal opportunity 

for every individual, and be th~ first nation in history to do it. 

' Th~ resolutions before this convention point the way: 

services for the aging . .first ctass citizenship for those 

victims of too. many open-air sweatshops, the farm workers of the 

country . .health care throughout the nation . .peace in Vietnam 

. consumer protection . .American support of the United Nations. 

These are not the narrow concerns of complacency. 

They represent the kind of next-step-forward, let's-get-on-

with-the-job thinking that has given America a solid platform of 

progress on which to build. 

They are in the p~oud tradition of Medicare . .Aid to 

Elementary and Secondary Education . .civil rights . .the 

Economic Opportunity Act . .Model Clties . .the Manpower 

Development and Training Act . .and much else that you anc I 

have fought for over the years. 

We know that kind of progress doesn't come easily. And 

it doesn't grow out of complaint and doubt and disillusion. 

The prescription is vision plus hard work plus experience 

plus confidence. 

I am proud to have been your partner in purpose and progress. 

And I am going to continue to be a proud partne r this y ear 

and . .next year . .and for not less th a n four more active 

years ·to come. 
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Resolution Number 32 caught my eye in this regard. I notec'l 

it with humility and pride. As I am only a guest ·today, I don't 

feel entitled to speak for it -- but certainly don't mean to speak 

against it. 

It was, after all, your own executive board that urged me 

to get into this fight, so you all 'might as well jump in. Let me 

tell you the water's fin€ even if it is a little churned up. 

* * * 
I believe the answer to continued progress in America comes 

in 4 pieces four pieces which you and I have to put together in 

1968. .. 
Piece number one comes right out of your Resolution number 16: 

elect again enough of the kind of men and women we had in Congre ss . 

and in State and l~cal off~ces . .in 1965 and 1966. The "how" 

of social progress in America depends on a lot more than the 

Presidency. 

Number two is to start right now to plan .to· prepare . 

to get ready for what comes after Vietnam. 

Peace will come in Vietnam. Are we clear what we will do 

then .with the victory of peace? 

In 1954 • .after Korea . .the meaning of peace in the 

world was recession and retreat in America. We will not let that 

happen again.· 

It would be wrong -- shamefully wrong -- if a cease-fire order 

in Vietnam meant a cease-work order in the factories in America. 

That must not be. 

It would be wrong criminally wrong -- if young men who 

' fought from an integrat~d bunker in Khe Sanh came back to live in 

a segregated slum in an American city. That must not be. 

The third piece of our answer is this: America has to decide 

to invest in our most underdeveloped resource -- the millions of 

under-fed, under-clothed, under-educated, under-employed. The stress 

is on invest because until now we have too often ~een penny-wise 

and peopl e foolish -- readier to pay vast amount for relief, for 

hospital care, for jails. .than to make the human investm~ht 

that would have prevented those costs . .an~ the human tragedy 

that goes with them. 
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We think in terms of investment when we plan for the 

development of our natural resources . .our business enterprise 

.the development of technology . .the exploration of space. 

But most of our thinking about human development is on a 

current cost basis -- the cost, too often, of not making the 

investment we could have made. 

Every penny we inves~ to bring health to our sick, education 

to our untrained, jobs to our jobless, will come back a hundredfold 

to the enrichment of America. 

We must wisely put the great wealth of this land to work to 

develop the underdeveloped millions whose hands and whose minds 

will bring new greatness to America. 

We have the wealth. We know the way. What we need in 1968 is 

a national decision to invest more now to achieve the quality of 

life we want later. 

And the fourth piece of our answer is truly -- unity of puroose 

.unity of determination • .unity of faith in 1\rneric:a and 

the enormous power that goes with it. 

By ~y oath under the Coristitution, I am pledged to help "form 

a more perfect union." I intend to do exactly that. I intend to 

do whate '.·er is in my limited power to unite -- not divide -- this 

nation, to make a union that will embrace black people and white people, 
Northerners and Southerners, businessmen and workers, yes, old peoole 

and the young. 

And I intend to hear from a million of them in the months 

ahead -- not as members of separate groups . .not as statistics • 

but as individual citizens. I intend to hear from you. 

I shall hold a series of campaign forums in cities and towns 

around our country at which individual citizens and community leaders 

will be invited to give me their views and policy suggestions. There 

will be between two and five thousand volunteers administerinq these 

campaign forum programs, and I shall personally attend as many of 

them as I can. 
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What message will we hear when a million ordinary Americans 

have a chance to speak up? Division? • .Uncertainty? . 

Hatred? . . Despair? 

I doubt it. 

We are qoing to hear impatience, yes -- impatience with 

poverty ann discrimination • .impatience with the uncertain 

place of the individual in a society of bigness . .impatience 

with a world that has known too much of war. 

But I think we are also going to hear high purpose expressed 

in the language and hopes of mothers and fathers, grand-parents 

and students, rich and poor -~ individual Americans . 
. , 

I think we are qoing to hear confidence • .determination . 

commitment. 

I think we are going to see America stand up and say, "Yes! 

One nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice 

for all." 

"It can be done. We'll do it." 

# # # # # 



I am reminded of the first line of Charles Dickens' A Tale of 

Two Cities: "It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it 

was the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, 

it was the season of I ight, it was the season of dark s, 

it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of des air; 

we were all going direct to heaven, we were all going 

direct the other way. " 
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I America is the most prosperous nation in the world. 1 n the 

1960's alone our nation's wealth has grown by more than our entire 

gross national product of thirty years arp/...lt means ~t that the 
-

average American's real income is up an average of 18 percent in the 

last seven years •.• or that 12 million Americans have moved across 

the poverty I i ne si nee 1961 .•. or that social security benefits are up 

13 percent. 

-z,ut it means even more that we are deeply concerned about the { 

poverty that remains among us. c 

More Americans are in school today than eve r before --fully 

a third of our entire population. More are in college ••. more in 

And never have we worked so hard to see more and more people educated -

especially those who have been denied a chance at education in the past. 
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LAmericans are healthier than at any time in our history. 

Look at any index-- infant mortality ... life expectancy .•. incidence 

of disease. 

- Yet we have never been more concerned in all of our history to 

increase the quality and availability of health services throughout this 

nation. 

---;::;;.worst of times?" Perhaps it helps to believe that. It makes 

us keen. It keeps us going. 

I ""- &t 
~But is it not also the best of times when a prosperous people 

refuse to be a satisfied people; when a fortunate nation rejects the 

role of an indifferent nation? 

~ Yes, a g!P exis-t; between our goals and our achievements, and 

some think it has caused a mortal sickness in our society. 

L I say the fact that we acknowledge the gap and struggle to close 

it is a sure sign of good health --proof that ours is an active, fresh 
.__. - • ¢' ....... 

and lively nation, filled with the sense of self-renewal. ~ ~ 

~JU<Q~~ ~ .......... /+~ . 
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,( I say our potential is reater than our p~blems. 
Ll. say America can achieve full and equal opportunity for f 

every individual, and be the first nation in history to do it. 

' ~ The resolutions before this convention point the way: servi~~ 
!Qr the a~i ng ... first class citizenship for those victims of too many 

open-air sweatshop~ the farm workers of the country ... health care 

throughout the nation ... peace in VietNam ... consumer protection 

... A me ri can support of the United Nation s. 

L. These are not the narrow concerns of complacency. 

{ They represent the kind of n_;xt-step-forwar~ let's-get-on-with­

the-job thinking that has given America a solid platform of progress on 
~ 

which to build. 

L They are in the proud tradition of Medicare ... Aid to Elementary 

and Secondary Education ... civil rights ... the Economjc Opportunity 

Act ... Model Cities ... th~anpower Development and Training Act ... 
'-~Cf~-

and much else that you and I have fought for over the years .• 
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~e know that kind of progress doesn't come easily. And it 

doesn't grow out of complaint and doubt and disillusion., / 
- - .. t 

( The prescription is ~sio.,n pi us hard work pi us experience pi us .. 
COnfidence. ~ · .A II • ~ ~ l ~ n ~ 
- ... , ~ w fTI\, Q" +«1\..1~,, -

I am proud to have been your partner in purpose and progress. 

L... And I am going to continue to be a proud partner t~ear and 

next year •.. and for not less than four more active years to come-o -z Resolution Number 32 caught my eye in this regard. J. noted 

it with humility and pride. As I am only a guest today
1 

I don't feel 
a 

entitled to speak for it --but certainly don't mean to speak against it. 

~ t was, a.!!2r all, your own executive board that urged me to get 

into this fight, so you iij might as well jump in ... Let me tell you the 

water's fine-- even if it is a little churned up. 
... -

* 

I 
• 
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L I believe the answer to continued progress in America comes 

in 4 pieces --four pieces which .YOU and I have to put together in - .. 
1968. - -
~ r:;,. eg n u mg,e r one comes right out of your Resol ut ion number 

16: elect again enough of the kind of men and women we had in ~ 
Congress ... and in State and local offices . . . in 1965 and 1966. The 

"how'' of social progress in America depends on a lot more than the 

Presidenc. r ~ i ~~;u e-
~·*'),;'./-::.umberj~s to start right now to plan ... .to pre~are ... to get 

ready for what comes after Viet !:!.a;J . 

Peace will come in Viet Nam)t Are we clear what we will do then ... 

with the victory of peace? 

~54 . . . af~er K~rea ... the meaning of peace in the world / 

was recession and retreat in America. We will not let that happen again., ....._...... 
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~ It would be wrong --shamefully wrong --if a cease-fire order 

in VietNam meant a cease-work order in the factories in America. 

That must not be. 

L... lt would be wrong --criminally wrong --if young men who 

fought from an integrated bunker in Khe Sanh came back to live in 

a segregated slu~ in an American city. That must not be. f 
The third piece of our answer is this: America has to decide 

• ~ -zr:q -

to invest in our most underdeveloped resource --the mill ions of 
._. 

u:de r-f~, under-clothed, under-educated, under -e mp loyed,~he 
stress is on invest because until now we have too often been penny-

-= e 

wise and people foolish-- readier to pay vast amounts for relief, for --
hospital care, for jg!,ls .•. than to make the human investment that 

would have prevented those costs ••. and the human tragedy that goes 
'-" 

with them. 



{We think int ...:e•rm
11111

-=• 
ur natural resources ..• 

elopment of technology .. 

is -- the cost, too ofte , of not making the investment == ;a.. 

Every pe~we invz.st to bring health to our sic~ education to 

our untrained, jobs to our jobless, will come back a hundredfold -
to the enrichment__Qf Am~rifa~D 

1E£ - ~----
We must wisely put the great wealth of this land to work to - ...... -

develop the underdeveloped millions whose hands and whose minds I 
will bring new greatness to America . .J /').l,tlv. '7-l,+f...J .. 

~ ~e h~we;lth. We kn~w the way. What we need in 1968 

is a national decision to invest more now to achieve the quality of ----
life we want later. -



- 9-

And the fourth piece of our answer is unity-- unity of 
= 

purpose ... unity of determi tion ... unity of faith in America --
pa -

and the enormous power that goes with it. 
~ L.. By my oath under the Constitution, I am pledged to help 

"form a more perfect union." I intend to do exactly that, I intend 

to do whatever is in my limited power to unite --not divide --this 

nation, to make a union that will embrace black people and white 

people, Northerners and Southerners, businessmen and workers, 

ahead -- not as members of separate groups ... not as statistics ......., 
... but as individual citizens. I intend to hear from you. 
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L I shall hold a ~ries of camRai9n forums in cw,es a~ns 
around our country at which individual citizens and community 

leaders will be invited to give me their vie~s and policy S!;ffigesti~ns •• 

~ There will be between /d~ thousand volunteers administering 

these campaign forum programs, and I shall personally attend as 

many of them as I can. 

What message will we hear when ordinary Americans 

have a chance to speak up? Division? ..• Uncertainty? .•• Hatred? 
- 0 -

D . 7 
•.. ;spa~ r. { 

I doubt it. , 

We are going to hear impatience, yes -- impatience with 
II!? a ~ 

poverty and discrimination •.• impatience with the uncertain place 
.... 

_,____. _ __ __...-..... ., a C 
~ 

of the individual in a society of bigness . • . impatience with a world 

that has known too much of war. 
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But 1 think we are also going to hear high purpose expressed 

in the language and hopes of mothers and fathers, grand-parents 

and students, rich and poor-- individual Americans. 

I think we are going to hear confidence •.. determination .•. 

commitment. 

I think we are going to see America stand up and say, "Yes! 

One nation , under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 11 

" It can be done. We'll do it. " 

# # # 
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