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VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY URGES 
AN "OPEN PRESIDENCY" 

Colorado Springs, Col., June 5 --Vice President Humphrey, speaking at 

Air Force Academy Commencement exercises, called today for an "open Presidency 

(which) means, in short, not decisions made at the top of a vast pyramid, but 

the exposure of ideas -- all ideas which have to do with the fundamental workings 

of our society-- to a maximum number of people in that society." 

The Vice President said that societies in America and elsewhere face the 

question: "Must we s~crifice individualism on the altar of institutionalism?" 

"Can we, in America, preserve government of the people, by the people, and for 

the people? Or must we have -- indeed do we have -- government of the system, 

by the system, for the system?" 

"The open Presidency would not solve all the problems of a people beset 

by a crisis of individualism. But it would, I believe, have a catalytic effect." 

"\llhat does the open Presidency infer? Nothing more or less than examining 

every aspect of r elations between federal government, s tate and local government , 

and ever y pr i vate insti t ution in our country, and asking this single question: 

\ 

Does thi s relationship help the individual American to live a freer more meaningful 

and less institutionalized life? 

"If it does not, then that r elationship must be changed. 

"The open Presiqency means, too, the encouragement of a broad public dialogue 

in this nation -- a dialogue in which public officials, the press, and every man 

with an idea to express may enter freely and without reservation into the market 

place of public discussion. 

"The open Presidency means not oppression of responsible disagreement, but 

its encouragement. 

"The open P:.-·esidency means not secrecy, but the widest possible discussion 

and ventilation of this nation ' s problems .••. " . 

"Within the open Presidency, too, there is the determination that the 

watchers, wiretappers, and the listeners, armed with new technologies, be kept 

within the bounds of national security alone -- national security in its strictest 

definition -- so that the right of privacy, so basic to the right of individual 

expression, may not only be preserved but nourished." 

'!he Vice President said his concept of t he open Presidency "has the strains 

of populism within it" -- a populism which believes "that there is a basic wisdom 

within the people and that neither the people nor the decision will be wise, 

unless the people freely and openly express themselves." 

"There must be worked out and this will be the hardest of all -- methods 

for the effective expr ession and communica tion of the views of those individuals 

who feel str ongly • . . but who do not resort to the extremes of protest which 

now receive extraordinary notice. 

"Those of us who believe most deeply in social justice must concern 

ourselves greatly with the processes by which peoples' grievances are hear d. 

(more) 
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"For democracy's essential difference lies in those processes. 

"Those of us who are most truly concerned about preserving public order 

must do the most to see that there is adequate means for any grievant to be 

fully heard-- not just in court --but in democracy's councils." 

- 30 -
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I have come here today to express to you, the members 
of this Class of 1968, your Nation's thanks. 

Please take thjs gratitude with you for there will be only 
a small few, if any, to express gratitude at the moment when 
you do the most for your country. 

You accepted this when you came to the Academy. You know 
that the real measure of a man ... and his fullest satisfaction ••• 
is in what he does for its own sake._ •. within the compact he 
makes with himself. 

· But know, too, that a grateful people look up at a speck 
in the sky and a trailing vapor ~tream .•• and realize there is 
a man there -- a man willing to put everything and the best that 
is in him at the service of his fellow men. 

Your contribution reminds us of the compact which all of 
us as individuals make with each other ... through our membership, 
as citizens, in our society -- the direct instrument which is 
our government. 

I want to say a little more here today about the basic 
terms of this compact between the individual and his government. 

For it is increasingly important that these terms be kept 
clear and clearly consistent with the central idea and 
ideal of democracy. 

This is an ancient and long-debated jssue. 

nut it has to be raised again by each generation. And the · 
answers which each generation finds largely determine the 
operational meaning of the principles ·upon which our society 
is built. 
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l 

There can never be final answers in the search for that 

. delicate -balance between the rights of individuals, and the 

responsibilities of Government; 

between man's right of privacy and man's need for social 

contact; . 
between loyalty to one's self and loyalty to the community. 

Indeed, the business of democratic government as always --

is characterized by a struggle between the forces of individual 

expression and action and the requirement of social organization 

and order. The resolution of this struggle is what we call 

justice. 

Our definitions of justice become particularly critical 

to the survival of individualism in this age of bigness -- big 

corporation -- big union -- big university -- and big government. 

We dreal.t nostalgically of days when every statehouse was 

regarded as a prairie Athens, and every neighborhood a public 

forum .•• days when Abraham Lincoln-- th~ man whom Tolstoy called 

a "universal individualist" -- scratched out his orders with a 

quill and the help of two secretaries. 

Mammoth institutions have provided for most citizens a 

material life better than anything known before. 

But these same institutions -- both public and private --

can and often do dilute and deaden the challenges of life ... 

the opportunities for free expression ... the risks of personal 

involvement and commitment. 

Things appear all too safe. They appear all too decided. 

They seem all too settled before they begin. 

There are clear signs today of protest against this trend --

against the rise of institutions at the expense of individuals. 

There are little _lapel buttons which proclaim "I am a human 

being. Do not fold, spindle or mutilate." 



PAGE THREE 

The fever of protest in the streets of Europe -- including 

Eastern Europe -- and on the campuses and in the slums of 
• 

America, is a ; symptom of this current crisis of individualism. 

The question in America -- as ~t is elsewhere -~ is simply 

this: 

Must we sacrifice individualism on the alt~r of institution-

alism? 
l 

The question here, of course, is not the same. in nature 

as it is, for instance, in Eastern Europe. 

For here we begin with a common dedication to the precept 

of individualism within the framework of a free society. And 

we seek to redress the imbalances which have grown within that 

framework. In the East, the urgent push py ordinary people 

is against both precept and framework. 

Slowly, yet surely, the drive of individual expression is 

pushing outward in the East against the stifling environment 

of state control. And~ I, personally, have 'no doubt that these 

exertions will in the final analysis succeed. 

But this in no way lessens the challenge before our own 

society. Nor does it ~ake any less difficult the effort we 

must undertake to make our institutions serve us -- not in 

the collective, but each American citizen. 

Can we, in America, preserve government of the people, by 

the people, and for the people? Or. must we have-- indeed do 

we have 9overnment of the system, by the system, for the 

system? 

The American experiment has been largely the building of 

social institutions designed to preserve the opportunity ... and 

~ · sanctity ... of individual action. 

The Founding Fathers -- that extraordinary group of basically 

ordinary men -- were fervent indi~idualists. 

They pledged their lives, their fortunes and their sacred 

honor to th~ proposition that, in Emerson's words, "The private 
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life of one man shall be a more illustrious monarchy than any 

kingdom." 

America's heroes have been individualists -- fiery public 

individualists like Tom Paine and John Brown .•• secluded individualist~ 

like Thoreau .•• humorous individualists like Mark Twain ... tinkering 

individualists like Tom Edison ..• courageous individualists 

like Billy Mitchell, who phrased the ~eternal truth of democracy 

this way: 

"The bodies and organizations which the people created 

for the purpose of protecting them are merely agencies 

to put their world into execution." 

Our democratic legacy dictates that the world-wide crisis 

of individualism is particularly an American crisis. 
' I 

And in our peculiarly American way, we are now groping 

for answers. 

We know we have more opportunity for individual expression 

than any other major society in history -- including the ancient 

Greeks, to whom democracy meant rule by the few, the elite. 

We remember, even as we yearn for a return for simple 

America, when legislators held court over cracker barrels, that 

in those days., women and Negroes could not vote. 

The cry that rises today from the people of our city slums 

seems shrill because it is so new. 

Long years of resigned silence have given way to a new 

confidence in individual expression, a new feeling that some-

thing can be accomplished -- and is being accomplished -- by 

individual action. 

There is such a thing as a revolution of rising expectations. 

For, it is when people begin to pave hope and know that 

relief is in reach that they begin to rebel and speak out. 

Throughout history, the totally oppressed have remained silent 

generation after g~neration. 
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There is outcry, too, from students who demand a greater 

~ 

voice in their own lives. 

Some of those outcries, and some of those student action~, 

have been irresponsible and not within the framework of our 

democracy. 

Some of them in fact have had far more in common with 

Hitler youth tactics of the 1930's then they have with any 

democratic outlet. I am assured that you, as I, have nothing 

but contempt for those who take the-easy and irresponsible 

way of violence and lawlessness rather then having the courage 

to buckle down to the hard work of responsible change. The 

students who seize a university office are no less lawless than 

the looters who steal a television set from a burning department 

store. 

Yet, for every student extremist who acts irresponsibly, 

there are one hundred other students at work in peaceful, purposeful 

social groups working for change and progress within democratic 

means. You know that. America needs to know that. 

I believe, too, that the vast majority of Americans who 

seek greater personal expression today are seeking to do so 

through established, democratic processes. But many are not 

quite sure how to do it. 

They want not only to protest but to propose ... not only 

to dissent but to offer effective support. 

It is an imperative demand on our nation today to provide 

fuller means for the individual to speak out effectively •.. and 

yet consistently with the free society's essential safegua~d. 

There must be, too, a deliberate effort to involve the 

largest possible participation of private organizations in 

meeting urgent social needs in our country. 

We have begun to do this through such means as the Urban 

Coalition dedicated to wiping out slumism and reclaiming 
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our urban environment and the National Alliance of 
~ ._.,. 

Businessmen -- dedicated to training the hard-core unemployed. 

We have begun through youth opportunity and job training programs 

in thousands of communities throughout the country in which 

government, business, labor, civic organizations and ordinary 

people are all playing a role. 
. 

We have begun through the Community Action programs associated 

with our War on Poverty -- programs where the po~r brgariize 

to meet their own problems at a neighborhood level. There are, 

in this country, outlets for the individual volunteer -- ranging 

from the Peace Corps and VISTA to the League of Women Voters 

and Jaycees. 

But still, there is a need for all of us in our society 

to find new ways in which each citizen can more directly become 

involved in this business of self-government -- or he will, 

eventually, become submerged even in those voluntary institutions 

I have cited. 

As a student, political scientist and political office 

holder, I have spent most of my -life examining our American 

system of government - r its evolution, its changing needs and 

priorities -- including the Presidency. 

Today I believe that office of the Presidency offers 

opportunity to meet this challenge of the individual, and the 

institutions which gradually but su~ely encroach upon him. 

I say this in no partisan or personal way: I believe a vast 

consensus of men of good will could agree that the years 

ahead thus particularly demand the concept of the open 

Presidency. 

And, certainly, each of our post-war presidents has 

increasingly come to recognize and tp work toward . this goal 

seeking to exte nd the protection of our civil rights and liberties. 

What does the open Presidency infer? 

Nothing ~ore or less then e x amining every aspect of relations 

betwee n f e dera l gove rnment, sta te and local governme nt, and 
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every private institution ~ in our country, and asking this 

single question: Doe~ this relationship help the individual 

American to live a freer more meaningful and less institutionalized 

life? 

If it does not, then that relationship must be changed. 

The open P~esidency means, too, the encouragement of a 

broad public dialogue in this nation -- a dialogue in which 

public officials, the press, and every man with an idea to 

express may enter freely and without reservation into the 

market place of public discussion. 

The open Presidency means not oppression of responsible 

disagreement, but its encouragement. 

The open Presidency means not secrecy, but the widest possible 
discussion and ventilation of this nation's problems and the 

alternate problems to their solutions. 

The open Presidency means, in short, not decisions made 

at the top of a vast pyramid, but the exposure of ideas -- all 

ideas which have to do with the fundamental workings of our 

society -- to a maximum number of people in that society. 

Within the open Presidency, too, there is the determination 

that the watchers, wiretappers, and the listeners, armed with 

new technologies, be kept within the bounds of national 

security alone -- national security in its strictest definition 

so that the right of privacy, so basic to the right of individual 
expression, may not only be preserved but nourished. 

This is an area where each succeeding president has had to 
exercise increasing vigilance. 

The objective in all of this is to give people a stake in 

their everyday lives .•• a feeling that can directly influence 
their own destinies. 

Is this South Dakota prairie populism? 

No. But is has the strains of populism within it. The 

kind of populism which dedicates that · there is a basic wisdom 
. . within the people and that neither the people nor the decision 
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will be wise, unless the people freely and openly express 

themselves. 
11 

The open Presidency would not solve all the problems of 

a people beset by a crisis of individualism. 

But it would, I believe, have a catalytic effect. 
I 
I 

It would mean some mistakes. 

It would ~ean experiments that sometimes fail. 

But I believe the mistakes and failed experiments would 

be small beside the prospects of a free people fully 

exercising their basic right of public participation. 

There must be worked out and this will be the hardest 

of all methods for the effect expression and communication 

of the views of those individuals who feel strongly ... but who 

do not resort to the extremes of protests which now receive 

extraordinary notice. 

Those of us who believe most deeply in social justice 

must concern ourselves greatly with the processes by which 

peoples' grievances are heard. 

For democracy's essential differ·ence lies in those processes. 

Those of us who are most truly concerned about preserving 

public order must do the most to see that there is adequate 

means for any grievant to be fully heard -- not just in court 

but in democracy's councils. 

I say finally to you in this class: 

Your commitment to the service of our country is complete, 

unqualified, unquestioning. 

··-~ Democracy depends -- and always has -- on your kind of 

faith in it. 

Democracy depends, too -- as it always has on the individual 

being protected by their Government ... and, at the same time, 

against it. 

Our commitment ~o you who undertake the defense of 

democracy -- is to s ee to it that democracy works, so that what 
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you are pledged to protect is worthy of your sacrifice. 
l _, 

We pledge ourselves to that purpose. 

·• 
l 



MBSSitGE (Read to the Academy commence-

VICB P 
ment by Secretary Brown (of the 

ID!1ft HUBiltT H. HliiPHltBY Air Force) 

AIR JOICI M'.ADIMY 

COU>IADO SPUII;S, COLOJW)() 

JURI 5, 1968 

t am aure that the claaa of 1968 will uaderetand the clreumetaoces 

n!ch preveot .. froa jolal.aa tha oo thl.a day. 

l leaw. with you some thoughta upoo the eveota of 1ast 

Our sorrow l.a for the maa aDd for hie fatly which hae alreedy 

kaowo too much traaedy. OUr grf.af Ia that thla dftadful act ahould 

follow oo other dreadful acte of vloleaea which hava taken place to 

the neent hlatory of thla countn. 

How cao ua explalta these acte wlthla the fr&JZI&UOI'k of our 

free aad UIWO'afto01'4tlc aoclety'l What Ia the flaw which reoccur• UIODI 

We e&DDOt explala. We CAD ooly cletemiDe as a f peoplla 

that such madaaae ahall GOt noccur. 

Today our Meda •• a aatlo• are cJ.al': To be etroag •• ., to 

f..,. the full naU.ty of what thla clnadful act MADS ••• aod to pray. 

No utl.oo coDOelwcl upoo the propoatttoo that fne •a are able 

to peacefully govern th al s caD do othe~iee thao to go oo vlth lte 

work ... the work of bulldlog a aociaty where teaetou aDd hate .. Y 

ftully be nplacad by wdty and lcmto 

May Cod, to Hta lafloi.te mercy, be vtth thoae wo an the 

victims of thia ahameful act aDd may God forgive and help us all. 

I I I 



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASHINGTON . D . C . 

Not delivered because of shooting 

of Senator Robert Kennedy -- and 

the Vice President decided to 

cancel his address and return to 

Washington. The speech had been 

released to the press. 
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AIR FORCE ACADEMY 

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO 

JUNE 5, 1968 

have come here today to express to you, the 

members of this class of 1968, your nation's thanks. 

Please take this gratitude with you for there 

will be only a small few, if any, to express gratitude 

at the moments · when you do it he most for your country. 

You accepted this when you came to the academy. 

You know that the real measure of a man --

and his fullest satisfaction -- is in what he does for 

its own sake . . . with in the compact he makes with 

himself. 
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But know, too, that a grateful people look up 

at a speck in the sky and a trailing vapor stream . . . and 

realize there is a man there -- a man willing to put 

everything and the best that is in him at the service 

of his fellow man. 

Your contribution reminds us of the compact 

which all of us as individuals make with each other .•. 

through our membership as citizens in our society -­

the direct instrument of which is our government. 

I want to say a little more here today about the 

basic terms of this compact between the individual and 

his government. 

For li t is increasingly important that these terms 

be kept clear --and clearly consistent with the central 

idea and ideal of democracy. 
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This is an ancient and long-debated issue. 

But it has to be raised again by each generation. 

And the answers which each generation finds largely 

determine the operational meaning of the principles 

upon which our society is built. 

There can never be final answers in the search 

for that delicate balance: 

Between the rights of individuals, and responsibilities 

of government; 

Between man's right of privacy, a od man's need 

for socia I contact; 

Between loyalty to oneself, and loyalty to the 

community; 
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Indeed, the business of democratic government--

as always -- is characterized by a struggle between 

the forces of individual expression and action and 
/ 

the requirement of social organization and order. 

The resolution of this struggle is what we call 

justice. 

Our definitions of justice become particularly 

critical to the survival of individualism in this age of 

bigness -- big corporation ... big union ..• big 

university .•. and big government. 

We dream nostalgically of days when every state 

house was regarded as a prairie Athens, and 

every neighborhood a public forum ... days when 

Abraham Lincoln -- the man whom Tolstoy called 

a "un iversa I i ndivid ua list" -- scratched out his orders 
• 

with a quill and the help of two secretaries. 
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Mammoth institutions have provided for most 

citizens a material life better than anything known before. 

But these same institutions -- both public and 

private -- can and often do di I ute and deaden the 

challenges of life ••• the opportunities for free expression ••• 

the risks of personal involvement and commitment. 

Things appear all too safe. They appear all too 

decided. They seem all too settled before they begin. 

There are clear signs today of protest against this 

trend -- against the rise of institutions at the expense 

of i ndividua Is. 

There are the little lapel buttons which proclaim 

"I am a human being ••• do not fold, spindle, or mutilate." 

) 
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The fever of protest in the streets of Europe --

including Eastern Europe -- and on the campuses and 

in the slums of America is a symptom of this current 

crisis of individualism. 

The question in America -- as it is elsewhere -- is 

/ 

simply this: Must we sacrifice individualism on the alter / 

of institutionalism? / 

The question here, of course, is not the same in 

nature as it is, for instance, in Eastern Europe. 

For here we begin with a common dedication to the 

precept of individualism within the framework of a free 

society. And we seek to redress the imbalances which 

have grown within that framework. In the East, the urgent 

push by ordinary people is against both precept and framework. 
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Slowly, yet surely, the drive of individual expression 
in the East 

is pushing outward/against the stifling environment of 

state control. And I, personally, have no doubt that 

these exertions will in the final analysis succeed. 

But this in no way lessens the challenge before our 

own society. Nor does it make any less difficu It the effort 

we must undertake to make our institutions serve us -- not in 

the collective, but each A.m£rican citizen. 

Can we, in America, preserve government of the 

people, by the people, and for the people? 

Or must we have -- indeed do we have --government 

of the system, by the system, for the system? 
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The American experiment has been largely the 

building of social institutions designed to preserve the 

opportunity ... and sanctity ... of individual action. 

The Fou 1ding Fathers -- that extraordinary 

group of basically ordinary men --were fervent 

individualists. 

They pledged their lives, their fortunes and 

their sacred honor to the proposition that, in Emerson's 

words, "the private life of one man shall be a more 

iII ustrious monarchy than any kingdom. 11 

America's heroes have been individualists -- fiery 

public individualists like Tom Paine and John Brown .•• 

secluded individualists like Thoreau... humorous 

individualists like Mark Twain ... tinkering individualists 

like Tom Edison .•. courageous individuals like Billy 

Mitchell who phrased the eternal truth of democracy this 

Waf: ''The bodies and organizations which the people 
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created for the purpose of protecting them are merely 

agencies to put their world into execution." 

Our democratic legacy dictates that the world-wide 

crisis of individualism is particularly an American crisis. 

And in our particularly American way, we are now 

groping for answers. 

We know we have more opportunity for individual 

expression than any other major society in history --

i ncl udi ng the ancient Greeks to whom democracy meant 

rule by the few, the elite. 

We remember, even as we yearn for a return for 

simple America when legislators held court over 

crack-barrels that, in those days, women and Negroes 

could not vote. 

The cry that rises today from the people of our 

city slums seems shrill because it is so new. 
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Long years of resigned silence have given way to 

a new confidence in individual expression, a new feeling 

that something can be accomplished -- and ~being 

accomplished by individual actions. 

There is such a thing as a revolution of rising 

expectations. 

For, it is when people begin to have hope and know 

that relief is in reach that they begin to rebel and speak 

out. Throughout history, the totally oppressed have 

remained silent generation after generation. 

There is outcry, too, from students who demand a 

greater voice in their own lives. Some of those outcries, 

and some of those students' actions, have been 

irresponsible and not within the framework of our democracy. 
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Some of them in fact have had far more in common 

with Hitler youth tactics of the 1930's than they have with 

any democratic outlet. I am sure that you, as I, have 

nothing but contempt for those who take the easy and 

irresponsible way of violence and lawlessness rather than 

having the courage to buckle down to the hard work of 

responsible change. The students who seize a university 

office are no less lawless than the looters who steal a 

television set from a burning department store. 

Yet, for every student extremist who acts 

irresponsibly there are 100 other students at work in 

peaceful, purposeful, social action groups working 

for change and progress within democratic means. You 

know that. America needs to know that. 



- 12 -

I believe, too, that the vast majority of Americans 

who seek greater personal expression today are seeking 

to do so through established, democratic processes. 

But many are not quite sure how to do it. 

They want not only to protest but to propose ••• 

not only to dissent but to offer effective support. 

It is an imperative demand on our nation today 

to provide fuller means for the individual to speak out 

effectively •.• and yet consistently with the free 

society's essential safeguards. 

There must be, too, a deliberate effort to involve 

the largest possible participation of private organizations 

in meeting urgent social needs in our country. 
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We have begun to do this through such means 

as the Urban Coalition -- dedicated to wiping out slumism 

and reclaiming our urban environment -- and the 

National Alliance of Business men -- dedicated to 

training the hard-core unemployed. We have begun 

through youth opportunity and job training programs in 

thousands of communities throughout the country in 

which government, business, labor, civic organizations 

and ordinary people are all playing a role. 

We have begun through the Community Action 

programs associated with our War on Poverty -- programs 

where the poor organize to meet their own problems at 

a neighborhood level. There are, in this country, 

outlets for the individual volunteer -- ranging from the 

Peace Corps and VISTA to the League of Women Voters 

and Jaycees. 
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But sti II, there is a need for all of us in our 

society to find new ways in which each citizen can 

more directly become involved in this business of 

self-government -- or he wi II, eventually, become 

submerged even in those voluntary institutions I have 

cited. 

As a student, political scientist and public 

office-holder, I have spent most of my life examining 

our American system of government -- its evolution, 

its changing needs and priorities -- i ncl udi ng the 

Presidency. 

Today I believe the office of the Presidency offers 

opportunity to meet this challenge of the individual, 

and the institutions which gradually but surely encroach 

upon him. 
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I say this in no partisan or personal way: I believe 

a vast consensus of men of good will could agree that the 

years ahead thus particularly demand the concept of 

the open Presidency. 

And, certainly, each of our postwar Presidents 

has increasingly come to recognize and work toward this 

goal -- seeking to extend protection of our civi I rights 

and liberties. 

What does the open Presidency infer? 

Nothing more or less than examining every aspect 

of relations between federal government, state and 

local government, and every private institution in our 

country, and asking this single question: Does this 

relationship help the individual American to live a freer 

more meaningful and less institutionalized life? 
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If it does not, then that relationship must be 

changed. 

The open Presidency means, too, the encouragement 

of a broad public dialogue in this nation -- a dialogue in which 

public officials, the press, and every man with an idea to express 

may enter freely and without reservation into the marketplace 

of public discuss ion. 

The open Presidency means not oppression of responsible 

disagreement, but its encouragement. 

The open Presidency means not secrecy, but the 

widest possible discussion and ventilation of this nation's 

problems and the alternate courses to their solution. 

The open Presidency means, in short, not decisions 

made at the top of a vast pyramid, but the exposure of 

ideas -- all ideas which have to do with the fundamental 

workings of our society --to a maximum number of people 

in that society. 
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Within the open Presidency, too, there is the 

determination that the watchers, wiretappers, and 
n 

listeners, armed with new tectiologies, be kept within 

the bounds of national security alone -- national security 

in its strictest definition -- so that the right of privacy, 

so basic to the right of individual expression, may not 

only be preserved but nourished. 

This is an area where each succeeding President 

has had to exercise increasing vigilance. 

The objective in all of this is to give people a stake 

in their everyday lives ..• a feeling that they can directly 

influence their own destinies. 

Is this South Dakota prairie populism? 

No. But it has the strains of populism within it. 

diCf'lfJTj 
The kind of popu I ism which I •· ' that there is a basic 

wisdom within the people and that neither the people nor 

the decisions wi II be wise, unless the people freely and 

openly express themselves. 



- 18 -

The open Presidency would not solve all the 

problems of a people beset by a crisis of individualism. 

But it would, I believe, have a catalytic effect. 

It would mean some mistakes. 

It would mean experiments that sometimes failed. 

But I believe the mistakes and the failed experiments 

would be small beside the prospect of a free people 

fully exercising their basic right of public participation. 

There must be worked out -- and this will be 

hardest of all -- methods for the effective expression and 

communication of the views of those individuals who 

feel strongly ... but who do not resort to the extremes 

of protests which now receive extraordinary notice. 

Those of us who believe most deeply in social 

justice must concern ourselves greatly with the processes 

by which people's grievances are heard. 
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For democracy's essential difference lies in those 

processes. 

Those of us who are most truly concerned about 

preserving public order must do the most to see that 

there is adequate means for any grievant to be fully heard-­

not just in court -- but in democracy's counsels. 

I say finally to you in this class: 

Your commitment to the service of our country is 

complete, unqualified, unquestioning. 

Democracy depends -- and always has -- on your 

kind of faith in it. 

Democracy depends, too -- as it always has -- on 

the individuals being protected by their government ... 

and, at the same time, against it. 
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Our commitment to you -- who undertake the 

sense of democracy -- is to see to it that democracy 

works, so that what you are pledged to protect is 

worthy of your sacrifice. 

We pledge ourselves to that purpose. 

# # # 



----· 
, ... ... --

MESSAGE 

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY 

AIR FORCE ACADEMY 

COLORADO SPRINGS • COLORADO 

JUNE 5, 1968 

I AM SURE THAT THE CLASS OF 1968 WILL UNDEilSTAND 

THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH PREVENT ME FROM JOINING THEM ON THIS 

DAY. 

I LEAVE WITH YOU SOMB 'nlOUGHTS UPON THE EVENTS OF 

LAST EVENING. 

OUR SOlUlOW IS FOR THE MAN AND FOR HIS FAMILY WHICH 

HAS ALREADY KNOWN TOO MUCH TRAGEDY. OUR GRIEF IS THAT THIS 

DREADFUL ACT SHOULD FOLLOW ON OTHER DBEADFUL ACTS OF VIOLENCE 

WHICH HAVE TAICBN PLACE IN mE RECENT HISTORY OF 'l'HIS COUNTR.Y. 

HOW CAN WE EXPLAIN THESE ACTS WITHIN THE FIAMEWOU. OF 

OUR. nEB AND DIMOCRAnC SOCIETY? WHAT IS '1'HE FLAW WHICH 

llBOCCURS A!I:>NG US AND BRINGS US SUCH SHAME? 



• . .;i!"" 

- 2 -

WE CANNOT EXPLAIN. WE CAN ONLY DETERMINE AS A FREE 

PEOPLE THAT SUCH MADNESS SHALL NOT a&OCCUR. " 

TODA.Y OUil NEEDS AS A NATION Aa& CLEAR: TO BE STRONG ••• 

TO FACE mB FULL REALITY OF WHAT 'nUS DIBADFUL AC't MEANS ••• 

AND TO PRAY. 

NO NAnON CONCEIVIID UPON THE PBOPOSinON THAT FIE& MEH 

ARE ABLB TO PEACEFULLY GOVERN TBBKS&LV!S CAN DO OTHElWI.SE 

TIWf TO GO ON WITH ITS WOlK -- THE WOBX OF BUILDIHG A SOCIETY 

WBEU TENSIONS AJID BATE MAY FINALLY BE UPLACED BY UNITY AMD 

LOVE. 

MAY GOD, IN HIS IlCllNITE MII.CY, BE Wl'l'H THOSE WHO AU 

Till VICl'IMS OF 'l'HIS SIWtii'UL ACT AND MAY GOD FORGIVE AlfD 

HELP US ALL. 



DRAFT OF COLORADO SPEECH: 

~~ 
to you, the wamhets.-of this 

for your country. 

~u accepted this when you came to the academy.jYou iliA; e if; 

ioluiilsa ; 11 a 1!e know that the real measure of a man . .,...., and his fullest 

;~ ~ itT ~ ./~it..f, • • • Nrflt lit --..... 
satisfaction~ is awhat he does w:~u~li -~ iii • h~B~ ltll-- ~ '\ ~,Atf"t•• ,.,, .. J!MA~,..,.,..,.. 

~ But know, too, that a grateful people look up at a speck in the sky Jt;-..uft~ 

and a trailing vapor stream •.. and realize there is a man there --..._ 

a man willing to put everything and the best that is in him at the service 

of his fellow~· ~ y.,, -""flk11"1'u 
L ¥~ a,;=:y :::W::!!:,f?"eminds us of th~ 
all of us as individuals make with each other .•• through our membership 

t~o~r-- ~ ti.ttrtA...-1 .r ..J.,e.J.. rs '9f'r~ 
~ as citizens in our ~8: iU'iAilillii:Eaat. ~~ 

~t to say a little more here to:;: about the bai:~~e,:ms of this 

compact between the individual and ~ government. c.:: is 

increasingly innportant that these terms be kept clear -- and clearly 

consistent with the central idea and ideal of democracy. 

~s is an ancient and longadebated issue. f:ut it has to be raised 

~by each generation,And the answers which each generation finds/ 

o;rational meaning of the principles upon ~h largely determin~ the 

~~.llcMy 
dii:Rl'i gra cy is built. 
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~can never be final answors in the search for that delicate 

balance •~;:een the rights of individua~and responsibilities 

'·'X::__ Nl~C.'( 
of governmen~en man 1 s right of 'fHiug;rJ,~ and man 1 s need for 

social contac;f;ween loyalty 'PI to ones~ and loyalty to the communit;~ ...._. L between the public servant's obligation to we the people' and his equal 

obligation to represent their desires faithfully. 

~ed, the busine'S'of <ion on~ democratic government --as always 

is characterized by a struggle between the forces of individual expression 

and action and the requirement of social organization and order~ 
resolution of this ~ struggle is what we call justice. 

L..:::_r definitions of justice become~ularly critical to the 

survival of individualism in this ~gness -- big corporatio~ ••• . . . • • • 
big union..-1\ big universi~ 1\- and big goven m ent. 

J We 1\~~,~ f*l11t1;.,{ M L...:_ dreamlrf ~ttl elay? days when every state houseAla1\a 

prairie Athens, and every neighborhood a public forum ... days when 

Abraham Lincoln -- the man whom Tolstoy called a "universal 

~L: individualist" -- scra"(;cr~ his orders with a quill and the help of 

~ 114 ~ 
two secretaries. ~;Q ;.1Mdi/ci!f!J"'np.ammouth institutions zan -

. . . ,.. ,.,#o_,,.,_, ,,_.(e_ ~~~ "Jtt4(~ 
fti~ T - prov1d~ for most c1hzen s a 1-e: d ~f illfHUtei eJerstencc :fur 

snrpa i iilil@ anything known befor-:w.ese same institutions -- both 

~ .... ~ ;?~'J. 
public and private --~dilute and deaden the chillenges of life ••• 

the opportunities for free expression ... the risks of personal involvement 

and commitment. 
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There are clear signs today of protest against this trend --

against the rise of institutions at the expense of individuals. . . . 
There are the protest ballads of Bob~ Dylan~the protest poems 

of Allan Ginsburg .•. the protest philosophy of Professor Herbert 

Marcuse .•. and the little lapel button which proclaims 

1 ~ am a human being .•. do not fold , spindle, or multilate. " 

The fever of protest in the streets of Europe ~including eastern 
::::::: 

Europe --and on the campuses and in the slums of America~ 

1td 
are symptoms of~ current crisis of indivi:rlualism. 

J T nk. d.rt~-
t__.:_he question iil~merica -- as it is in FH!:iiCCj lt!a1y ana Genne:ny 

is simply this: ~ifice ~ indivirlualism on the alter 

of institutionalism? m 11:\ L.:::,::: we, in Arne r~, ~rve government of the people, by the people, 

a nd for the people? I Or must we have -- indeed do we have -- goverme net 

of the system by the system, for the systEtm.? 

L:::::._American experiment has been largely the building of social 

institutions designed to preserv e the opportunity ..• and sanctity . 

of individual action. 

Th F d . F h h d" ~f b . 11 d" e oun 1ng at ers ~t at extraor 1nary"o as1ca y or 1nary 

men ,......._were fervent individualists/ They ?!edged their lives, their 

fortunes and their sacred honor to the proposition that , in Emerson's words, 

~private life of one man shall be a more illustrious monarchy than any 

kingdom. 11 

~~ j America's heroes ~individualists~. fiery public individualists like 

Tom Paine and John Brown ... secluded individualists like Thoeeau., 
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~ •"' 
humlilftillttilS individualists 1 ilke Mark TwainJ!\ tinkering individualists 

. . 
like Tom Edison~ courageous individuals like Billy Mitchell who phrased 

the eternal truth of democracy this way: ''The bodies and organizations which 

the peopde created for the purpose of protecting them are merely agencies 

to put their world into execution." .. 
I I -f-tC 
L.Our democracl'\ legacy dictates that the world-wide crisis ofndividualism 

is erticularly an American crisis. 

~A-.J; ~~ L.!::::!!_in our particularly American way, we Ailn~ liQQill groping for am wers. 

L.::.:. know we have more opportunity for individual expression than any other 

major society in history -- including the ancient~eeks to sihom democracy 

---meant ruled by the few, the elite. 

/.::.:_remember, even as we yearn for a return for simple America when 

legislators held court over crack-barrels ;;;;in those days , women and 

~J,.y ~ 
Negroes could not ~vote./The cry that rises~rom the lie,,; ZSJ.Qnts 

of ~ity slums seems shrill because it is~ so new. 

I_ Long years of resigned silence have given way to a new confidence 

in individual expression, a new feeling that something~complished 
and~ being accomplished by in ,. 
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The very turmoi which dominates t 

vitality of action a d inter-action whic 

h ·rid a 

L= want not only to protest but to prepose • not only to dissent 

but to offer effectiv e support. 1::..9 :::t to take a !at gei pat t ;,. ;!, • ...._ 

goveet±±±e±tt affairs ... ror tlra c lttea tr s, itt a detttotJacy, itt tl±BiiG own 

• af±aus. 



-b-
It is an imperative demand on our nation today to provide fuller 

means ti!Dr the individual to speak out 
society's essential 

with th;:;:~s~a~uard s. 

~j m •• 'JI d·- in~ election MY 

effectively ... and yet consistently 

campaign -- by providing forums 

throughout the country, so that the oox: citizens in each community can 

"eltPJ~:;!:,?r"'ez:et!::':i'and express their views more fully than their votes 

alome -- on a single election day -- permit. 

/ There must bltt:'Jeliberate effort to involve the largest possible 

L-p~~trlr~ 
•8tn 8sentt~B of private~ organizations -ta iheA@rntiBistPiiltion1S 

~-=-"•'t .,.,.,.f .J~Cf--/ ~t..J I ; ... A• t.lk~t:l'"'/• 

uch mt fully than f have jeen, 

als to rrform volun'fer serjce 

concern. 

will be hardest of an.__ 

views of those individuals who feel strongly ... but who do not 

resort to the extremes of protests which now receive extraordinary notice. 

Cse of us who believe most deeply in social justicerjlUst concern ourselves 

greatly with the 1'" 11811 s s!) bY. which people 1 s greivances are heard. 

~emocracy's essential difference lies in ,Mothose processes. 

Those of us who are most truly concerned about preserving public 

order must do the most to see that there is adequate for any grievant 



to be fully heard-- not in court -- but in democracy's counsels. 

I say finally to you in this class: 

Your commitment to the service of our country iB complete, 

unqualified, unquestionning. 

Democracy depends j-- and always has -- on your kind of faith 

in it. 

Democracy depends too -- as it always has -- on the individuals 

being protected by th{government ... an'] at the same tim')against. 

it. 

Our commitment to you -- who undertake the sense of democracy --

is to see to it that democracy works) ,$fl .&,.;(-~ ~ ~ ~'1.( 
~ ~e· !1:e ~ur~ tf e ::r~~ . 

# # # 



DRAFT 
Air ·Force cademy 

day I want to speak with you about individualism. 

This deeply personal subject .is so big and basic --and so mu--=-=::.:::on my 

mind -- that I am giving a series of spee_ches on it. 

I 

I 
Today I want to speak particularly about the relationships and the / 

tensions between the individual and his government. 

This is an ancient and long-debated issue, but I believe that it has 

particular revelance for our day. 

,, - ...... : .::>: 

And the subject is loaded with inherent conflicts. 

Between the rights of individuals and the responsibilities 

of Government; 

Between man's desire for privacy and man's need for social contact; 

Between loyalty to one's self and loyalty to the group; 

Between the public servant's obligation to lead the people, and 

his obligat on to be led by the people. 

I believe that these conflicts add up to a very central concern 

is an age of bigness -- big population, big cities, big corp orations, 

bigness tends· to subvert the individual. 
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We s ee clear signs of protest against this subversion ... against the rise 

of institutions at the expense of individuals. 

There are the protest ballads of Bob Dylan ... the protest poems of Allen 

· Ginsburg ... the protest philosophy of Professor Herbert Marcuse ... and the 

popular little lapel button, which proclaims ''I am a human being. Do not fold, 

spindle or mutilate II 

The fever of protest in the streets of Europe -- including East_ern Europe --

and on the campuses of America, are symptoms of concern about the status 

of the individua l. 

The need to protect the rights and liberties of individuals is of particular 

concern to us, as Americans. 

The Founding Fathers -- that extraordinary group of basically ordinary 

men -- were individualists. They laid down the American Propositions, a 

particularly individualistic proposition. It held tmt,in Emerson's words, " The 

a 

priva te life of one man shall be/more illustrious monarchy than any kingdom. " 
I 

America's heroes are individualists Fiery public individualists like 

/ 
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To"m Pa L e and John Brown ... secluded individualists like Thoreau ... 

humoro s individualists like Mark Twain ... tinkering individualists like 

I 

Tom Edison •.. courageous individualists like Harry Truman -- and Billy Mitche ll. 

Bill Mitchell, spea~ing of the armed forces, phrased the eternal truth 
I 

I 
f d h . I 

0 e1n0~ a c y t lS r ay: 

"The bodies at organizations 

I 

which the people created for the purpose of 

I 

protecting them are\ merely agencies to put their· will into execution! 11 

Toda , as Government grows bigger and more complex, the agencies 

of Gove rn~ent appear to grow more distant from the people. 

I 
If we mean to preserve the integrity of democ'i.-acy, surely we have the 

I -:: --_-:. 

duty to preserve the integrity of the individual. What will America's course 

I 
be? 

Must we sacrifice our individualism as institutionalism rises? 1 Can we 

/ 

'l 

preserve Government of the people, by the people, and for the people? Or must 

we have -- indeed do we have Government of the system, by the system, for 

the system? "· 



.. 

_... 

tl roam 
h every state house was·a of p is tant days •.. Days w en .___. I I I 

• ,r,,t rl.o .\thens ..• Day s hb ~ ·ct was a nublic forum ••. when every neig orllOO • I . 
.._.., I · 
I \ 11 • rsal i wh o m Tolsto y cal , led a un~ve l ~braham Lincoln--th e man ;.~1\)'S , .. )00 .M 

·~ I -: 
/ I ' out his orders with a qu~ll and t he help indiv id ~ uali st"--scratched 

-
of Lwo eocrotarics . 

Those days will never return again. 

corp orations, /1..?/ bie ~nions, big univerisi ~y~-and big Government. , 

Since Lincoln'~ aay, the nation's population has increased 

~ i vi 1 ian e~ t.n.t - (wN~..;../.J. six-fold, but the number of federal~~~as mul~plied almost 
\. t- t~[A~ 

'l,Oq- fold, from J?~e to 
f ~ -n,; I I /!Jiv?__;; . ., 

-3";"'0'0'~fht_ nu m t er o f · 
- .... • : .t,:· • • 

federal and local Government aneocies has g rown to 

d-· 
} · ~ tJ ~· ':1 v,...). ~ 

ltO .;~:-------' 

~ \fuy this g eometic increase? I believe that Government is 

g rowin g not · for th& sake of it is responding to the 

leg itimate wants and needs and expectations of the people . 

~IA<Y-c.ch-#) So t e growth ~ f institutions is a g ood thing . But how can we 

concurrent y preserve that other very good thing--Ame rican individualism? 

Bow c n the &~N individual .American ever expect to \vin an ar gumen-c 

lvi th :S:V Sll s/ di stant exp erts a the tax inv estigator and the welf~re 
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ln v cs ti.::;a t or? 

-+ ---- • ..! ... - ... --__. ......,. ·~'"" ·- . ....... _ .. 

l-am-d-~d-bet:etu&4 Democracy 1 s dialogue-- the dialogue betw,;en 

the f eople and their public officials--has become lopsided. The 

ma ss •media magnify the voice of the Government official, and televisi6n 

\_~r~ctically~ . 
puts his image intd./rry 1.ving room in the land . 

7 . 
But where is the 

~ 
the / edback? hhere nncl-ll- ~-- and holv-- can the individual citizen talk 

back, 
.... ra~ 

except as ~cipher in the public 

voice among milli ons on election day? 

opinion 
Il l ../ 

pol~ except 

I 
legitimate questions, think 1tha t these are very and 

I 
we 

\ . I 

must ry to f'nd answers. 

P rhaps t• time will come t<hen "" can use our inv
1

entive 

as 

I . 
techno ogy to •mpl1fy the voice of the people . Perhaps every voter 

/1 \c~n / 
~h pocket~ voting machine •.• an electronic gadget with a 

! 

''Yes" and a 11 No 11 I 
button ••• allowing us to conduct instant 

referen~ums on public issues . 

Whether or not the time has come for ~. the time ha-s 
I 
I 

one 

c.t~ J t !'(. l , _ .J {_ . .,( _ _..; 

indeed come for us to do &&~~-oth er things to magnif~ the voice of 
I 

tlho individual: 
I 

~ ,·y· t, ;-:z.,, 

~time has come for us to establish co mmunity forums, lvh ere 

' 

p eo p le ca n s p eak on on th e issues with a rii rect, a c ti · g v o i c e . T at s 
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reason ,why my supporters will conduct public forums on public issues in 

dozens of communities across the nation in the next few months. I shall attend 

every o e of these public forums. Then and there, I shall do my best to respond 

to the q estions, the complaints and the ideas of the people. And I intend to 

continue these regular forums of the people if I am elected the Pre lident of 

the Peo 'le. 

I 
Seconf, 

\ 
individua ideas anf 

I 

Ombudsm n. 

I 
the time also has come for us to hire .mediato1 s to hear 

complaints -- the kind of mediators whom the Swedes call 

Third, the time has come for us to revitalize and reform state consti-

' 
tutions an9 city charters to build new and equitable tax structures a p d to create 

regional or metropolitan political ins'titutions that will give an even :grea:-cer voice 

to the people. Much of this revitalization is already going on, but tp.e drive for 
I 

it could be speeded by an e,xtra push from that potentially great force for reform, 

the university. b time has come, as I have said many times for the univer;~ty 
to become more of a force for community action. The university must involve 

itself-- fa culty and students --in political action programs and social welfare 



-----~------·~~--.~----------------k-

7 . programs in the community beyond its gates. 
~ believ e that Governm e nt can do mucl). 

- ~ .. ~- .. _ ----

to liberate the human spirit--that indeed it already has done much . 

F or one thing , Government econo mic policy has helped to 

make us econo mically liberated . Because most of us no longe r have 
/ 

to worry about findin g enoug h money to nourish our bodies, we now 

can invest more though t in the g reater purpose of nourishing our 

s pirits. And to the critics 1~ho,], charge that the s pi rt of 

I 

Am er i can entrepreneurship is being underm1 ned by Government fi gua rantee 

and insurance programs, let me point out that American individuals 

last year statted 206 thousand new business enterprises--more than 

ever l before . 
I 
I 

Government legal policy h as become so liberalized in que stions .... ....... 

of c ~n sorship and private morality that/for better or worse, . 

I . -indi idual me n and women can exercise their eccentrici t ies and occ a sional 

flau n their aberrations . 

rOVernment educatio~-xol:;cy has exp anded learnin'g to t he point 
• ....,_ 1 g 

. "' 1vhere 51 pe r cent of Am erica 1 s colleg e a g e men and wo mel'] are ~rolled 

I 
in co lege s . \Learning li be ra_te s. ~~ \.!!rnin g enhances in~ i vidual ism . :,.-~ 

and le 
I 
I 

public 

for a loude r and more articulate the 
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Certainly we have more o ppor tunity for individual exp ression 

than any o the r major society in historx •• . Including the ancient Greeks , 
... 

to Nhom democracy me an t rule blrt 
I 

the few, t h e eli teut tll.ii: 1J~~ 

·r / 

If ' t e yearn for a return to a simpler .America, \vhen leg islators 

h eld co u t over cracker barrels, let us also rememb er that in those 

days , >vo . en and Ne g roes could not vote .• ~anct--s-om~a>r-o-~f~-rrcl'tl-&..t.Py-

Toda the walls and ceilings are tumbling down, and that is good. 

Th e cry t1.at rises from the deprived residents of the c j ty slums seems 

so shrill b ecause it is so new . Th e long years of resi g ned silence 

h~ve g ive way to a new confidence in indivi dual expression, a new 

feelin g t ha t something can be acco mplished --and is being accomplished 

- - b y individual action . 

I be lieve tha t th ere is hope for even g reater ind iv_idual 

exp ression and g reater i ndividual action . 

l!' o r every pe rson who co mplains that he is just another 11 :1.as s 

man, 11 lost in 11 t h e lonely cro wd , 11 there 

.,-- -
'-fC'•.:.}tr._ / 

are one hundred o ther- m..en .... ·who 

realiz.a ~- that~~ we have the freedom of c hoice--and the 

. 1.·; 
burde n of c h o icp: 
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\ 
I 

I 
,..:.; J 

Far 
I 

mo\re 
I 

than our forefather( we have to make 
I 

decisions - -decisions 
I 

I 
tha - once \ ,.;fre made for us by circumstance or tradition or necessity. 

I 
I 
I / 

~Ian is for c ed to choose-- to choose his career, ~ his w1.fe, 
I 

his friends, 

his politi c al allegianY, and even the number of children that he 

1-Jill have . 

1 For every executive who grouses about bumper- to - bumper ?onformity 

I - .-

in the corporate world , there are one hundred other executives-- and 

their wives , I 
and their c hildren--at work in private crusades in their 

I 

home co mmunities •.. on school boards , •.. on tzywn councisls ..• in social 

~ J 

action eroups . ~y g ive cred~nce to the idea--an idea that I 

fervently support and hope to expand-- that individual action, that 

c. r.rf'r\ WI:A.v(\ I' ~ 
o~tion can work . 

For every student extremist \vho resorts to violence of :'though·t or 

violence of deed, 
o--; t .• /v.J/,..Jvti~( / ~ 

U"'""'oth.""e"i- students pat work in peaceful, 

purposeful political . action groups .... lv'orking for chan g e and pro g ress 

within our existing democratic system. 

11
1.J e not conformed t t' ld 11 h d o n e war , ec oe Saint Paul. 
I 

Su t 

I 

non- corformity alone is no measu re of individualism. No man is mo re 

ri o; i dly conformi st tha <- t:l·.c ritualis tir; nCl~nfo r·:i.s-'- .•.. Incl uc'!in~ 
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1 0 . 

t h e man 1·1ho .autonatically assails his Govern~~ . not because he is 

-' 1_!.../' 
11 doinc; his o1m thin g 11 / but because 11 I t is the thing to do . 11 ... 

' 

' ? 0 ,1 "VV L ~.~' .'j .i I 1('1 ~.I .' f t'v(• 1' ~~-~ _ _ £:.;._;;'-;..._.--· ..,.-.. '-' .. r"· .. -;,;<.l'h J ~-

The law of liberty holds that the individual ~=~~ the 

/ I 
master and the instituion the servant . 

I~ 
I 11J.at seems self - evident t o us ..• But let us never take it for 

granted . F or freedom must be won anew every day, and Americ~ must 

I 
re- eclare her purposes every day . 

Ameri ca has entered an histori c period ••• A new period~ 

1-Jhen ,..,e are redefining the \~ial compact . 

~ es true turturin g the relationships between blacks and 1-Jhi tes ••• 

bewt en bE· bldi!!.r and .x;.xzs, ycrung ••• between old and young ••• bet1veen 
I 

\ • It,) C . " I ' ( ' /n --~~ / //' • I . '•'· ' .-! I "' • / .v ~ ~v;.- ~ 1 y/1 ·1 !'~ .• f , .,1 .:.. ~ • .. -- .... n vVI\f'" ;·,, ·'- -.<_.:..<---1/•,ay>- 1 

the i dividua: l and the institdions ••• ·l j C / \ A. }:_,~~..~(.. '!-i_JI O<.v(. I . ;-;: ,r_;..~- ,:._ L. / j/ '}. j/ ~'-(___ 

f ( /. ,- 'j, I / I I "'- .::: r'"·.~~.; ,. / ·lj> J 
urge e~ch of you to put yourse lf i;to - tlns ;det:J~ ... to beco me 

\ ) J \ d t'o.. l ~ ~{/.~-!:'! .-~ 
a dis utant in democra c y'Us cH.~ctJ,t!'{tlJ.e continuing and I peaceful 

M meassage to ,y ou is-s~n~;i¥ this: 

Y~u have much more to contribute t~ _ societ y •.• and j to y our own 
I 

ind ividual free spfrits •.• by speaking up •.. by workin g for ch an g e and 

pro e res s \Iii thin our existing insi tu tions .•• than by rejecting t h em 

() r1 ('\ 



I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

11. 

/ 
If we are r eall y individ uals, let:js distinguish between 

dissent and disorder ..•• between non - conformity and nihilism ••• 

between compromise and copp ing out . 
/ 

upon eac h of you to show a spec ial g enius-- the genius 

of being an individual . For only so long as America continues to 

be a l and of individuals-- the land of individuals--can the people 

reig n •.• And ~freedom ring • 

......... -,_.--... __.....-------::: ... ;..... . .~~--.:.a...,...-·-.. --"~ ........... ___ _..,__ ___ 

~-.. - .. ---··..-
/--~- / The bastion of individualism is c onsc i ence . And a per son 

----...... 

I 

co mme nc~o be an individual when he declares his conscience . 

\.y t:t/'1.-- . ' ~ 
I 
I 

/ 

\ 
You have 

I 
I 

proved hl~ ~ation of c onscienc e by I 
declaring yourselves / 

to your country 1 s servi c e at this important hour . 

\ 

""- . ·· ~~-....-·----~·-----------~~ .. -~ "-------- ---------~~------- ·- ----··~~-·-·-- ··"' 

\ 
I 

I 

\ 

I 

~ .. ---... -·.,...,. 
~- .... ~-·--,.· 

'/ -· ,/' 
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