FROM: UNITED DEMOCRATS FOR HUMPHREY For further information: |
1100 17th Street, N.W. Ev Munsey, ext. 208 '
Washington, D.C. (202) 393-6420 U-142

(N
I
Release for Lj“ RIA uf
Wednesday AMs, June 5, 1968 ‘?Es; 1/
i / M J
) ,
VICE PRESIDENT HUMPHREY URGES v

AN "OPEN PRESIDENCY"

Colorado Springs, Col., June 5 -- Vice President Humphrey, speaking at
Air Force Academy Commencement exercises, called today for an "open Presidency
(which) means, in short, not decisions made at the top of a vast pyramid, but
the exposure of ideas -- all ideas which have to do with the fundamental workings

of our society -- to a maximum number of people in that society."

The Vice President said that societies in America and elsewhere face the
question: "Must we sacrifice individualism on the altar of institutionalism?®"
"Can we, in America, preserve government of the people, by the people, and for
the people? Or must we have -- indeed do we have -- government of the system,
by the system, for the system?"

"The open Presidency would not solve all the problems of a people beset
by a crisis of individualism. But it would, I believe, have a catalytic effect.”

"What does the open Presidency infer? Nothing more or less than examining
every aspect of relations between federal government, state and local government,
and every private institution in our country, and asking this single question:
Does this relationship help the individual American to live a freer more meaningful
and less institutionalized life?

"If it does not, then that relationship must be changed.

"The open Presidency means, too, the encouragement of a broad public dialogue
in this nation -- a dialogue in which public officials, the press, and every man
with an idea to express may enter freely and without reservation into the market
place of public discussion.

"The open Presidency means not oppression of responsible disagreement, but
its encouragement.

"The open Presidency means not secrecy, but the widest possible disoussion
and ventilation of this nation's problems . . .-"

"Within the open Presidency, too, there is the determination that the
watchers, wiretappers, and the listeners, armed with new technologies, be kept
within the bounds of national security alone -- national security in its strictest
definition -- So that the right of privacy, so basic to the right of individual
expression, may not only be preserved but nourished."

The Vice President said his concept of the open Presidency "has the strains
of populism within it" -- a populism which believes "that there is a basic wisdom
within the people and that neither the people nor the decision will be wise,
unless the people freely and openly express themselves."

"There must be worked out -- and this will be the hardest of all -- methods
for the effective expression and communication of the views of those individuals
who feel strongly . . . but who do not resort to the extremes of protest which
now receive extraordinary notice.

"Those of us who believe most deeply in social jJustice must concern

ourselves greatly with the processes by which peoples' grievances are heard.

(more)
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"For democracy's essential difference lies in those processes.
"Those of us who are most truly concerned about preserving public order
must do the most to see that there is adequate means for any grievant to be

fully heard -- not just in court -- but in democracy's councils."
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I have come here today to express to you, the members
of this Class of 1968, your Nation's thanks.

Please take this gratitude with you for there will be only
a small few, if any, to express gratitude at the moment when
you do the most for your country, )

You accepted this when you came to the Academy. You know
that the real measure of a man...and his fullest satisfaction...
is in what he does for its own sake...within the compact he
makes with himself,

But know, too, that a grateful people look up at a speck
in the sky and a trailing vapor stream..fand realize there is
a man there -- a man willing to put everything and the best that
is in him at the service of his fellow men.

Your contribution reminds us of the compact which all of
us as individuals make with each other...through our membership,
as citizens, in our society =-- the direct instrument which is
our government.

I want to say a little more here today about the basic
terms of this compact between the individual and his government.,

FOor 1t 4s increasingly important that these terms be kept
clear -- and clearly consistent with the central idea and
ideal of democracy.

This is an ancient and long-debated issue.

But it has to be raised again by each generation. And the
answers which each generation finds largely determine the
operational meaning of the principles upon which our society

is built.
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There can never be fin;1 answers in the search for that
delicate balance between the rights of individuals, and the
responsibilities of Government;

between man's right of privacy and man's need for éocial

contact;

between loyalty to one's self anduloyalty to the community.

Indeed, the business of democratic government -- as always --
is characterized by a struggle between the forces of individual
expression and action and the requirement of social organization
and order. The resolution of this struggle is what we call
justice. '

Our definitions of justice become particularly critical
to the survival of individualism in this age of bigness -- big
corporation -- big union -- big university -- and big government.

We dreaw nostalgically of days when every statehouse was
regarded as a prairie Athens, and every neighborhood a public
forum...days when Abraham Lincoln -- the'man whom Tolstoy called
a "universal individualist" -- scratched out his orders with a
quill and the help of two secretaries.

Mammoth institutions have provided for most citizens a
material life better than anything known before.

But these same institutions -- both public and private --
can and often do dilute and deaden the challenges of life...
the opportunities for free expression...the risks of personal
involvement and commitment.

Things appear all too safe. They appear all too decided.
They seem all too settled before they begin.

. There are clear signs today of protest against this trend --
against the rise of institutions at thé expense of individuals.

There are little lapel buttons which proclaim "I am a human

being. Do not fold, spindle or mutilate."
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The fever of protest in the streets of Europe -- including
i ~
Fastern Europe -- and on the campuses and in the slums of
America, is a symptom of this current crisis of individualism.
The qﬁestion in America -- as it is elsewhere -- is simply

this:

Must we sacrifice individualism on the altar of institution-

. L
alism?

The question here, of course, is not the same_in nature
as it is, for instance, in Eastern Europe.

For here we begin with a common dedication to the precept
of individualism within the framework of a free society. And
we seek to redress the imbalances which ha;e grown within that
framework. In the East, the urgent push by ordinary people
is against both precept and framework.

Slowly, yet surely, the drive of individual expression is
pushing outward in the East against the stifling environment
of state control. AndJI, personally, have no doubt that these
exertions will in the final analysis succeed.

But this in no way lessens the challenge before our own
society. Nor does it make any less difficult the effort we
must undertake to make our institutions serve us -- not in
the collective, but each American citizen.

Can we, in America, preserve government of the people, by

the people, and for the people? Or must we have -- indeed do
we have -- government of the system, by the system, for the
system?

The American experiment has been largely the building ;f
social institutions designed to preserve the opportunity...and
‘sanctity...of individual action.

The Founding Fathers -- that extraordinary qfoup of basically
ordinary men -- were fervent individualists.

They pledged their lives, their fortunes and their sacred

honor to thé proposition that, in Emerson's words, "The private
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1ife of one man shall be a more illustrious monarchy than any
kingdom." ‘ -

America's heroes have been individualists -- fiery public
individualists like Tom Paine and John Brown...secluded individualists
like Thoreau...humorous individualists like Mark Twain...tinkering
individualists like Tom Edison...courageous individualists
like Billy Mitchell, who phrased the ‘eternal truth of democracy
this way:

"The bodies and organizations which the people créated

for the purpose of protecting them are merely agencies

to put their world into execution.”

Our democratic legacy dictates that the world-wide crisis

of individualism is particularly an American crisis.

And in our peculiarly American way, we are now groping

for answers.

We know we have more opportunity for individual expression

than any other major society in history -- including the ancient
Greeks, to whom democracy meant rule by the few, the elite.

We remember, even as we yearn for a return for simple
America, when legislators held court over cracker barrels, that
in those days, women and Negroes could not vote.

The cry that rises today from the people of our city slums
seems shrill because it is so new.

Long years of resigned silence have given way to a new
confidence in individual expression, a new feeling that some-
thing can be accomplished -- and is being accomplished -- by
individual action.

There is such a thing as a revolution of rising expectations.

For, it is when people begin to have hope and know that
relief is in reach that they begin to-rebel and speak out.

Throughout history, the totally oppressed have remained silent

generation after generation.
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There is outcry, too, from students who demand a greater
voice in their own lives. -

Some of those outcries, and some of those student actions,
have been irresponsible and not within the framework of our
democracy.

Some of them in fact have had far more in common with
Hitler youth tactics of the 1930's then they have with any
democratic outlet. I am assured that you, as I, have nothing
but contempt for those who take the-easy and irresponéible
way of violence and lawlessness rather then having the courage
to buckle down to the hard work of responsible change. The
students who seize a university office are no less lawless than
the looters who steal a television set from a burning department
store.

Yet, for every student extremist who acts irresponsibly,
there are one hundred other students at work in peaceful, purposeful
social groups working for changg and progress within democratic
means. You know that. America needs to know that.

I believe, too, that the vast majority of Americans who
seek greater personal expression today are seeking to do so
through established, democratic processes. But many are not
quite sure how to do it.

They want not only to protest but to propose...not only
to dissent but to offer effective support.

It is an imperative demand on our nation today to provide
fuller means for the individual to speak out effectively...and
yet consistently with the free society's essential safeguaid.

There must be, too, a deliberate effort to involve the
_largest possible participation of private organizations in
meeting urgent social needs in our couhtry.

We have begun to do this through such means as the Urban

Coalition -- dedicated to wiping out slumism and reclaiming
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our urban environment -- and the National Alliance of

Businessmen -- dedicated to training the hard-core unemployed.

We have begun through youth opportunity and job training programs
in thousands of communities throughout the country in which
government, business, labor, civic organizations and ordinary
people are all playing a role.

We have begun through the Community Action programs associated
with our War on Poverty -- programs where the poor organize
to meet their own problems at a neighborhood level. There are,
in this country, outlets for the individual volunteer -- ranging
from the Peace Corps and VISTA to the League of Women Voters
and Jaycees. .

But still, there is a need for all of us in our society
to find new ways in which each citizen can more directly become
involved in this business of self-government -- or he will,
eventually, become submerged even in those voluntary institutions
I have cited.

As a student, political scientist and political office
holder, I have spent most of my life examining our American
system of government -~ its evolution, its changing needs and
priorities -- including the Presidency.

Today I believe that office of the Presidency offers
opportunity to meet this challenge of the individual, and the
institutions which gradually but surely encroach upon him.

I say this in no partisan or personal way: I believe a vast
consensus of men of good will could agree that the years
ahead thus particularly demand the concept of the open

Presidency.

And, certainly, each of our post-war presidents has
increasingly come to recognize and to work toward this goal -~

seeking to extend the protection of our civil rights and liberties

What does the open Presidency infer?
Nothing more or less then examining every aspect of relations

between federal government, state and local government, and
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every private institutioﬁ‘in our country, and asking this

single question: Does this relationship help the individual
American to live a freer more meaningful and less institutionalized
life? |

If it does not, then that relationship must be changed.

The open Presidency means, too, the encouragement of a
broad public dialogue in this nation -- a dialogue in which
public officials, the press, and every mén with an idea to
express may enter freely and without reservation into-the
market place of public discussion.

The open Presidency means not oppression of responsible
disagreement, but its encouragement.

The open Presidency means not secrecy, but the widest possible
discussion and ventilation of this nation's problems and the
alternate problems to their solutions.

The open Presidency means, in short, nét decisions made
at the top of a vast pyramid, bué the exposure of ideas -- all
ideas which have to do with the fundamental workings of our
society -- to a maximum number of people in that society.

Within the open Presidency, too, there is the determination
that the watchers, wiretéppers, and the listeners, armed with
new technologies, be kept within the bounds of national
security alone -- national security in its strictest definition --
so that the right of privacy, so basic to the right of individual
expression, may not only be preserved but nourished.

This is an area where each succeeding president has had to
exercise increasing vigilance.

The objective in all of this is to give people a stake in
tﬁeir everyday lives...a feeling that Eéﬁ directly influence
their own destinies.

Is this South Dakota ﬁrairie populism?

No. But is has the strains of populism within it. The

kind of populism which dedicates that there is a basic wisdom

within the people and that neither the people nor the decision
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will be wise, unless the people freely and openly express
themselves. . 2

The open Presidency would not solve all the problems of
a people beset by a crisis of individualism.

But it would, I believe, have a catalytic effect.

It would mean some mistakes,

It would mean experiments that sometimes fail.

But I believe the mistakes and failed experiments would
be small beside the prospects of a free people fully
exercising their basic right of public participation.

There must be worked out -- and this will be the hardest
of all -- methods for the effect expression and communication
of the views of those individuals who feel strongly...but who
do not resort to the extremes of protests which now receive
extraordinary notice.

Those of us who believe most deeply in social justice
must concern ourselves‘greatly with the processes by which
peoples' grievances are heard.

For democracy's essential difference lies in those processes.

Those of us who are most truly concerned about preserving
public order must do the most to see that there is adequate
means for any grievant to be fully heard -- not just in court --
but in democracy's courcils.

I say finally to you in this class:

Your commitment to the service of our country is complete,
unqualified, unquestioning.

Democracy depends -- and always has -- on your kind of
faith in it,.

) Democracy depends, too -- as it always has -- on the individual
being protected by their‘Gove;nment...and, at the same time,
against it.

Our commitment to you -- who undertake the defense of

democracy -- is to see to it that democracy works, so that what
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you are pledged to protect is worthy of your sacrifice.

~

We pledge ourselves to that purpose.

R B # 4



MESSAGE (Read to the Academy commence-

ment by Secretary Brown (of the
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H, HUMPHREY AT THECE)

AIR FORCE ACADEMY
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO
JUNE 5, 1968

I am spure that the class of 1968 will undevstand the cirveumstances
which prevent me from joiaiuwg them on this day.

I leave with you some thoughts upon the events of last
eveuniag,

Our sovrow is for the man end for his fewmily which has alweady
known too much tragedy. Our grief fs that this dveadful eset should
follow on other dreadful acte of violenee which have taken plaes in
the reegnt history of this country.

How ean we explain these acts within the framswork of cur
free and demoeratie soelety? What is the flaw which rececurs among
us and brings us such shame?

We cannot explain. We can only datermine 2s & frees people
that such maduness shall nof Teoeeur,

Today our needs as a nstion are elear: To be stfomg ... to
face the full veality of what this dveadful act mesuns ... and to pray.

Ho nation comceived upon the propositiom that free men ave able
to peascefully govern themselves can do otherwiss than to go on with its
work == the work of building 2 society where tensions and hate may
finally be replaced by umity and love,

May CGod, in His iafinite mercy, be with those who are the

victins of this shameful act and may God forgive and help us all.

¢ ¢ &



OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON, D.C.

Not delivered because of shooting
of Senator Robert Kennedy -- and
the Vice President decided to
cancel his address and return to
Washington. The speech had been

released to the press.



REMARKS
VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY
AIR FORCE ACADEMY
COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO

JUNE 5, 1968

| have come here today to express to you, the
members of this class of 1968, your nation's thanks.
Please take this gratitude with you for there
will be only a small few, if any, to express gratitude
at the moments when you do'the most for your country.
You accepted this when you came to the academy.
You know that the real measure of a man --
and his fullest satisfaction -- is in what he does for
its own sake ... within the compact he makes with

himself.
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But know, too, that a grateful people look up
at a speck in the sky and a trailing vapor stream ... and
realize there is a man there -- a man willing to put
everything and the best that is in him at the service
of his fellow man.

Your contribution reminds us of the compact
which all of us as individuals make with each other ...
through our membership as citizens in our society --
the direct instrument of which is our government.

| want to say a little more here today about the
basic terms of this compact between the individual and
his government.

For it is increasingly important that these terms
be kept clear -- and clearly consistent with the central

idea and ideal of democracy.
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This is an ancient and long-debated issue.

But it has to be raised again by each generation.
And the answers which each generation finds largely
determine the operational meaning of the principles
upon which our society is built.

There can never be final answers in the search
for that delicate balance:

Between the rights of individuals, and responsibilities
of government;

Between man's right of privacy, and man's need
for social contact:

Between loyalty to oneself, and loyalty to the

community;
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Indeed, the business of democratic government --
as always -- is characterized by a struggle between
the forces of individual expression and action and
the requirement of social organization and order.

The resolution of this struggle is what we call
justice.

Our definitions of justice become particularly
critical to the survival of individualism in this age of
bigness -- big corporation ... big union ... big

university ... and big government.

,_#\\

We dream nostalgically of days when every state |
house was regarded as a prairie Athens, and
every neighborhood a public forum ... days when
Abraham Lincoln -- the man whom Tolstoy called 1

a "'universal individualist' -- scratched out his orders

o o

with a quill and the help of two secretaries.

':. /
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Mammoth institutions have provided for most
citizens a material life better than anything known before.
But these same institutions -- both public and

private -- can and often do dilute and deaden the

challenges of life ... the opportunities for free expression ...

the risks of personal involvement and commitment.
Things appear all too safe. They appear all too
decided. They seem all too settled before they begin.
There are clear signs today of protest against this
trend -- against the rise of institutions at the expense
of individuals.

There are the little lapel buttons which proclaim

"I am a human being ... do not fold, spindle, or mutilate."

_
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The fever of protest in the streets of Europe --
including Eastern Europe -- and on the campuses and
in the slums of America is a symptom of this current
crisis of individualism.,

The question in America -- as it is elsewhere -- is
simply this: Must we sacrifice individualism on the alter /
of institutionalism? /

The question here, of course, is not the same in
nature as it is, for instance, in Eastern Europe.

For here we begin with a common dedication to the
precept of individualism within the framework of a free
society. And we seek to redress the imbalances which
have grown within that framework. In the East, the urgent

push by ordinary people is against both precept and framework.
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Slowly, yet surely, the drive of individual expression
in the East
is pushing outward/against the stifling environment of
state control. And |, personally, have no doubt that
these exertions will in the final analysis succeed.

But this in noway lessens the challenge before our
own society. Nor does it make any less difficult the effort
we must undertake to make our institutions serve us -- not in
the collective, buteach American citizen.

Can we, in America, preserve government of the
people, by the people, and for the people?

Or must we have -- indeed do we have -- government

of the system, by the system, for the system?
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The American experiment has been largely the
building of social institutions designed to preserve the
opportunity ... and sanctity ... of individual action.

The Founding Fathers -- that extraordinary
group of basically ordinary men -- were fervent
individualists.

They pledged their lives, their fortunes and
their sacred honor to the proposition that, in Emerson's
words, "the private life of one man shall be a more
illustrious monarchy than any kingdom."

America's heroes have been individualists -- fiery
public individualists like Tom Paine and John Brown ...
secluded individualists like Thoreau... humorous
individualists like Mark Twain ... tinkering individualists
like Tom Edison ... courageous individuals like Billy
Mitchell who phrased the eternal truth of democracy this

way: ''The bodies and organizations which the people
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created for the purpose of protecting them are merely
agencies to put their world into execution."
Our democratic legacy dictates that the world-wide

crisis of individualism is particularly an American crisis.

And in our particularly American way, we are now
groping for answers.

We know we have more opportunity for individual

expression than any other major society in history --
including the ancient Greeks to whom democracy meant
rule by the few, the elite.

We remember, even as we yearn for a return for
simple America when legislators held court over
crack-barrels that, in those days, women and Negroes
could not vote.

The cry that rises today from the people of our

city slums seems shrill because it is so new.



_|0_

Long years of resigned silence have given way to
a new confidence in individual expression, a new feeling
that something can be accomplished -- and is being
accomplished by individual actions.

There is such a thing as a revolution of rising
expectations.

For, itis when people begin to have hope and know
that relief is in reach that they begin to rebel and speak
out. Throughout history, the totally oppressed have
remained silent generation after generation.

There is outcry, too, from students who demand a
greater voice in their own lives. Some of those outcries,
and some of those students' actions, have been

irresponsible and not within the framework of our democracy.
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Some of them in fact have had far more in common
with Hitler youth tactics of the 1930's than they have with
any democratic outlet. | am sure that you, as |, have
nothing but contempt for those who take the easy and
irresponsible way of violence and lawlessness rather than
having the courage to buckle down to the hard work of
responsible change. The students who seize a university
office are no less lawless than the looters who steal a
television set from a burning department store.

Yet, for every student extremist who acts
irresponsibly there are 100 other students at work in
peaceful, purposeful, social action groups working
for change and progress within democratic means. You

know that. America needs to know that.
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| believe, too, that the vast majority of Americans
who seek greater personal expression today are seeking
to do so through established, democratic processes.

But many are not quite sure how to do it.

They want not only to protest but to propose ...
not only to dissent but to offer effective support.

It is an imperative demand on our nation today
to provide fuller means for the individual to speak out
effectively ... and yet consistently with the free
society's essential safeguards.

There must be, too, a deliberate effort to involve
the largest possible participation of private organizations

in meeting urgent social needs in our country.
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We have bequn to do this through such means
as the Urban Coalition -- dedicated to wiping out slumism
and reclaiming our urban environment -- and the
National Alliance of Businessmen -- dedicated to
training the hard-core unemployed. We have begun
through youth opportunity and job training programs in
thousands of communities throughout the country in
which government, business, labor, civic organizations
and ordinary people are all playing a role.

We have begun through the Community Action
programs associated with our War on Poverty -- programs
where the poor organize to meet their own problems at
a neighborhood level. There are, in this country,
outlets for the individual volunteer -- ranging from the
Peace Corps and VISTA to the League of Women Voters

and Jaycees.
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But still, there is a need for all of us in our
society to find new ways in which each citizen can
more directly become involved in this business of
self-government -- or he will, eventually, become
submerged even in those voluntary institutions | have
cited.

As a student, political scientist and public
office-holder, | have spent most of my life examining
our American system of government -- its evolution,
its changing needs and priorities -- including the
Presidency.

Today | believe the office of the Presidency offers
opportunity to meet this challenge of the individual,
and the institutions which gradually but surely encroach

upon him,
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| say this in no partisan or personal way: | believe
a vast consensus of men of good will could agree that the
years ahead thus particularly demand the concept of

the open Presidency.

And, certainly, each of our postwar Presidents
has increasingly come to recognize and work toward this
goal -- seeking to extend protection of our civil rights
and liberties.

What does the open Presidency infer?

Nothing more or less than examining every aspect
of relations between federal government, state and
local government, and every private institution in our
country, and asking this single question: Does this
relationship help the individual American to live a freer

more meaningful and less institutionalized life?
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If it does not, then that relationship must be
changed.

The open Presidency means, too, the encouragement
of a broad public dialogue in this nation -- a dialogue in which
public officials, the press, and every man with an idea to express
may enter freely and without reservation into the marketplace
of public discussion.

The open Presidency means not oppression of responsible
disagreement, but its encouragement.

The open Presidency means not secrecy, but the
widest possible discussion and ventilation of this nation's
problems and the alternate courses to their solution.

The open Presidency means, in short, not decisions
made at the top of a vast pyramid, but the exposure of
ideas -- all ideas which have to do with the fundamental
workings of our society -- to a maximum number of people

in that society.
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Within the open Presidency, too, there is the
determination that the watchers, wiretappers, and
listeners, armed with new tecmr)]logies, be kept within
the bounds of national security alone -- national security
in its strictest definition -- so that the right of privacy,
so basic to the right of individual expression, may not
only be preserved but nourished.

This is an area where each succeeding President
has had to exercise increasing vigilance,

The objective in all of this is to give people a stake
in.their everyday lives ... a feeling that they can directly
influence their own destinies.

Is this South Dakota prairie populism?

No. But it has the strains of populism within it.
The kind of populism which msthat there is a basic
wisdom within the people and that neither the people nor

the decisions will be wise, unless the people freely and

openly express themselves.
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The open Presidency would not solve all the
problems of a people beset by a crisis of individualism.

But it would, | believe, have a catalytic effect.

It would mean some mistakes.

It would mean experiments that sometimes failed.

But | believe the mistakes and the failed experiments
would be small beside the prospect of a free people
fully exercising their basic right of public participation.

There must be worked out -- and this will be
hardest of all -- methods for the effective expression and
communication of the views of those individuals who
feel strongly ... butwho do not resort to the extremes
of protests which now receive extraordinary notice.

Those of us who believe most deeply in social
justice must concern ourselves greatly with the processes

by which people's grievances are heard.
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For democracy's essential difference lies in those
processes.

Those of us who are most truly concerned about
preserving public order must do the most to see that
there is adequate means for any grievant to be fully heard --
not just in court -- but in democracy's counsels.

| say finally to you in this class:

Your commitment to the service of our country is
complete, unqualified, ungquestioning.

Democracy depends -- and always has -- on your
kind of faith in it.

Democracy depends, too -- as it always has -- on
the individuals being protected by their government ...

and, at the same time, against it.
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Our commitment to you -- who undertake the
sense of democracy -- is to see to it that democracy
works, so that what you are pledged to protect is
worthy of your sacrifice.

e pledge ourselves to that purpose.

t # #



MESSAGE

VICE PRESIDENT HUBERT H. HUMPHREY

AIR FORCE ACADEMY

COLORADO SPRINGS, COLORADO

JUNE 5, 1968

I AM SURE THAT THE CLASS OF 1968 WILL UNDERSTAND

THE CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH PREVENT ME FROM JOINING THEM ON THIS

DAY,

I LEAVE WITH YOU SOME THOUGHTS UPON THE EVENTS OF

LAST EVENING.

OUR SORROW IS FOR THE MAN AND FOR HIS FAMILY WHICH

HAS ALREADY KNOWN TOO MUCH TRAGEDY. OUR GRIEF IS THAT THIS

DREADFUL ACT SHOULD FOLLOW ON OTHER DREADFUL ACTS OF VIOLENCE

WHICH HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE RECENT HISTORY OF THIS COUNTRY.

HOW CAN WE EXPLAIN THESE ACTS WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF

OUR FREE AND DEMOCRATIC SOCIETY? WHAT IS THE FLAW WHICH

REOCCURS AMONG US AND BRINGS US SUCH SHAME?



WE CANNOT EXPLAIN. WE CAN ONLY DETERMINE AS A FREE

PEOPLE THAT SUCH MADNESS SHALL NOT REOCCUR."

TODAY OUR NEEDS AS A NATION ARE CLEAR: TO BE STRONG ...

TO FACE THE FULL REALITY OF WHAT THIS DREADFUL ACT MEANS ...

AND TO PRAY.

NO NATION CONCEIVED UPON THE PROPOSITION THAT FREE MEN

ARE ABLE TO PEACEFULLY GOVERN THEMSELVES CAN DO OTHERWISE

THAN TO GO ON WITH ITS WORK ~-- THE WORK OF BUILDING A SOCIETY

WHERE TENSIONS AND HATE MAY FINALLY BE REPLACED BY UNLITY AND

LOVE.

MAY GOD, IN HIS INFINITE MERCY, BE WITH THOSE WHO ARE

THE VICTIMS OF THIS SHAMEFUL ACT AND MAY GOD FORGIVE AND

HELP US ALL.
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DRAFT OF COLORADO SPEECH:

MEsnboro
I have come here today to express to you, the mawmbexrs.of this

class of 1968,;

A nation's thanks.

#is
Please take these-stmple-sronrds—of gratitude with you./ Er there

e)ypn—-
will be ne=efige.ax only H‘;\e smallm at ¢hose “1_

ITENY
moments Mwben you do the most

for your country.
./. You accepted this when you came to the academy. /You hewve-it-

medde-pow-te know that the real measure of a man, == and his fullest

M P it om 4
satisfaction »=™=, is what he does MM oo r within l# ;
A COMPa T o, mnwm

-/- But know, too, that a grateful people look up at a speck in the sky M"t-"#u

and a trailing vapor stream . . .and realize there is a man there --

a man willing to put everything and the best that is in him at the service

of his fellow m@qp. Your centributioy
d coMpact
./- i Lo reminds us of thw

all of us as individuals make with each other . . .through our membership

/{;ﬁ as citizens in our ge-:ﬁ‘e-ramcd. ?ﬁ’t“ - u‘{d‘ UW

I want to say a little more here today about the basic terms of this

his !
compact between the individual and #ee government. JFor it is
increasingly immportant that these terms be kept clear -- and clearly

consistent with the central idea and ideal of democracy.

This is an ancient and long-debated issue. !But it has to be raised
L

;m .
ewew by each generation, /and the answers which each generation finds/
-

largely determiny the operational meaning of the principles upon Mh
M.» Jo
desaeeracy is built,
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There can never be final answers in the search for that delicate

balance 'bwu‘./b;tween the rights of 1nd1v1duals and responsibilities

& . i’n“
of governmentybetween man's right o y and man's need for

social contact!l- Eetween loyalty b/ to oneseﬁ and loyalty to the communit/y; —,

/
-/. between the public servant's obligation to we the people, and his equal

obligation to represent their desires faithfully.

{ Indeed, the businegofduma democratic government -- as always --

is characterized by a struggle between the forces of individual expression

and action and the requirement of social organization and order. f The

resolution of this é@ struggle is what we call justice.

f QOur definitions of justice become(pé::ularly critical to the
of
survival of individualism in this Mgness -- big corporatio?.

fqﬂHM

big union#® g~ big universi - and big goven m ent.
N g A g

nertelq
We dreamk'_;f : days when every state house Has’\a
prairie Athens, and every neighborhood a public forum , . .days when

Abraham Lincoln -- the man whom Tolstoy called a "universal

ed
individualist'' -- scMis orders with a quill and the help of

M
two secretaries. W@ﬁxammouth institutions eerrre——
Mateyial (e letor Ma
prov1dd for most c1t1zen s a ! T
sSlpassing anything known before &- These same institutions -- both

Can aal gF48, Jo
public and private -- wifan dilute and deaden the cldllenges of life . . .

the opportunities for free expression . . .the risks of personal involvement

and commitment. 7""13 we U *'hﬂ . 7“, M.A#‘
toe dawcdel. T Thay are atp two SAOH Afes tuy bopu
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There are clear signs today of protest against this trend --
against the rise of institutions at the expense of individuals.

There are the protest ballads of Bob@Dylar.w‘th.e protest poems
of Allan Ginsburg . . . the protest philosophy of Professor Herbert

Marcuse. . .and the little lapel button which proclaims

'"Eam a human being . . .do not fold , spindle, or multilate. "

The fever of protest in the streets of Europe .-Hincluding_ga.stern

—

Europe -- and on the campuses and in the slums of America -

wi/

are symptoms of @s* current crisis of individualism,

hsssHop —
i The question inAmerica -- as it is mw—Freweer—itety-anwd-Cermeny— . .

ust w
is simply this: %iiice 9 individualism on the alter

of institutionalism? @ @
! Can we, in Ame ri€a, Serve government of the people, by the people,
a nd for the peoPIe?Z Or must we have -~ indeed do we have -- goverme net
of the system by the bystem, for the system.?
Z The American experiment has been largely the building of social
institutions designed to preserve the opportunity . . .and sanctity . . .
of individual action.

The Founding Fathers swspthat extraordinaryyof basically ordinary
men mp= were fervent individua.lists.! They pledged their lives, their
fortunes and their sacred honor to the proposition that , in Emerson's words,

}4 private life of one man shall be a more illustrious monarchy than any
kingdom. "
hawve baan

America's heroes ase individualists e, fiery public individualists like

Tom Paine and John Brown . . .secluded individualists like Thoeeau.,
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]

eTvlie
humesmesisss individualists 1idke Mark Twainhtinkering individualists

like Tom EdisonA courageous individuals like Billy Mitchell who phras ed
the eternal truth of democracy this way: '"The bodies and organizations which
the peopde created for the purpose of protecting them are merely agencies

to put their world into execution, "

+©C
! Our democraﬂ\legacy dictates that the worlde=wide crisis offindividualism

is Erticula.rly an American crisis.

Ere Ao
And in our particularly American way, we hawe-been groping for ans wers.

: We know we have more opportunity for individual expression than any other
major society in history ~-- including the ancient_g_reeks to shom democracy
-—

meant ruled by the few, the elite.

: We remember, even as we yearn for a return for simple America when

legislators held court over crack-barrels/;:'.n those days, women and

Ztudny
Negroes could not ?vote. ‘The cry that rises&from the i

of city slums seems shrill because it is 9— SO new.

Lon rs of resigned silence have given way to a new confidence

in individual expression, a new feeling that something/ can be accomplished --

=idual actions.
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The very turmoi}) which dominates tyéning headlines testifies

to the continuing’vitality of action apfd inter-action whiclf is going off within

our society.

iniversity studept -- nor poor people alone -- but g great

the country aye asking today how they can make fheir voices

but to offer effective support.

gove

allairs .
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It is an imperative demand on our nation today to provide fuller

means tior the individual to speak out effectively . . .and yet consistently
society's essential

with the free sﬁoﬁs safeguard s.
T propoe B bt

in.th: election campaign -~ by providing forums

throughout the country, so that the s citizens in each community can
m‘! M-‘ X .
tgbo-smmmuud and express their views more fully than their votes

alome -- on a single election day -- permit.

e
./- There must bg a cfeliberate effort to involve the largest possible

et [
w of private o? organizations ﬁ-ﬁaﬁéminimnl
1
Pepovermrent-pTOYTAINS B ;
and q urgan soceaf aekds ie ove cnnty,
e mugt devise/ways to use, ghuch moye fully than wg have Ween,
thg desiye and apility of individfials to pérform voluntfer service

publfc progfams,

There must be worked out mes==®nd this will be hardest of all e
methods for the effective pxpression and communication of the
views of those individuals who feel strongly . . . but who do not
resort to the extremes of protests which now receive extraordinary notice.
Those of us who believe most deeply in social justicermpust concern ourselves
greatly with themg%_ by which people's greivances are heard.
For democracy's essential difference lies in hfothose processes.

Those of us who are most truly concerned about preserving public

order must do the most to see that there is adequate for any grievant



to be fully heard -- not in court -- but in democracy's counsels.
I say finally to you in this class:
Your commitment to the service of our country im complete,
unqualified, unquestionning.

Democracy depends j-- and always has -- on your kind of faith

in it.

Democracy depends too -- as it always has -- on the individuals
being protected by the Agove_'z-rurme:nt %G 0 and/at the same time/a.gainst.
it.

Our commitment to you -- who undertake the sense of democracy --

is to see to it that democracy works) S ”M’ﬂ‘l “rl W
e pledge ourselve to hat purpo’se.

#t##
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Air Force Alcademy

ngay I want to speak with you about individualism.

This deeply personal subject is so big and.basic -- and so mu_"_on my
mind -~ that I am giving a series of speeches on it.

Today I want to speak particularly about the relationships and the
tensions between the individual and his government.

This is an ancient and long-debated issue, but I believe that it has
particular revelance for our day.

And the subject is loaded with inherent conflicts. *

Between the rights of individuals and the responsibilities

of Government;
Between man's desire for privacy and man's need for social contact;

Between loyalty to one's self and loyalty to the group;

| Between the public servant's obligation to lead the people, and

his obligation to be led by the people.

I believe that these conflicts add up to a very central concern

because this is an age of bigness -- big population, big cities, big corporations,

big technol*}gy,big government.
|
And bigness tends to subvert the individual.




We see clear signs of protest against this subversion ... against the rise

of institutions at the expense of individuals.

There are the protest ballads of Bob Dylan ... the protest poems of Allen
'Ginsburg. .. the protest philosophy of Professor Herbert Marcuse ... and the

popular little lapel button, which proclaims "I am a human being. Do not fold,

spindle or mutilate ..."

The fever of protest in the streets of Europe -- including Eastern Europe --

and on the campuses of America, are symptoms of concern about the status

of the individual.

The need to protect the rights and liberties of individuals is of particular
concern to us, as Americans.
The Founding Fathers -- that extraordinary group of basically ordinary
men -- were individgalists. They laid down the American Propositions, a
particularly individualistic proposition, It held that,in Emerson's words, "The
a

private life of one man shall be/more illustrious monarchy than any kingdom. "

America's heroes are individualists ... Fiery public individualists like

o
R g e R S e e A T
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ine and John Brown ... secluded individualists like Thoreau ..,

1.‘

humormlijs individualists like Mark Twain ... tinkering individualists like

Tom Pa

Tom Edi?'ks on ... courageous individualists like Harry Truman -- and Billy Mitchell.

Billy Mitchell, speaking of the armed forces, phrased the eternal truth
I |

of democracy this way:

“"The|bodies and organizations which the people created for the purpose of

|
| |

pr(‘.ﬂ:ecting!I them are merely agencies to put their will into execution. "

|
|

Today, as Government grows bigger and more complex, the agencies
|

of Government appear to grow more distant from the people.

If we mean to preserve the integrity of democracy, surely we have the
duty to preserve the integrity of the individual. What will Ametica's course
be?

Must we sacrifice our individualism as institutionalism rises? Can we
preserve Government of the people, by the people, and for the people? Or must

we have -- indeed do we have -- Government of the system, by the system, for

the system? ) %

B —

o -
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e 4 very state house was ' a

¢ dream ofdistant days...Days when e v
| f N

irte Athens...Days when every neighborhood was a public forum...
nrairio) at: N
i :

{ 1 ] t}, t - 1" > o J
Ny A - il Io o] ca ? Sa
Lavs whnen A )ral’lan .Ll ‘ b ‘ b,

; itk uill and the help
individ%ualist“--scratched out his orders with a qui

——

of Lwo secretaries. o

J}\ zl ,"-‘,{,'v‘a', /):/i: ) :C 5

Those days will never return again. Insteed,~Wé have big

14
L

corporations, big labgx unions, big univerisity<-and big Government.

2 . Yoo s i . .
Since Lincoln's day, the nation's population has increased

7 -
civilian emﬁlgliii_,/’ CRL = roimglrizd
six-fold, but the number of fader;}\kgﬂbﬁbbxfﬁés multiplied almost

Flﬁma. 74\fffﬂ0ui/
Wi-fold, from 37 o close to 970007009+ AAT AP number of "

Yoy

Thains ik o
federal and local Government agencies has grown to L0 j600% '
=

{

’lf Why this pgeometic increase? I believe that Government is

k‘{:ﬁléinﬁﬂ’/
growing not- for the sake of growth

»\but because it is responding to the

legitimate wants and needs and.expectations of the people. =S——tirp—-

:ise*oﬁ—govurnmvnt“instituions*Ts—réai&y—amﬂeapaaag_na_m;& kishes.of ifhe

BeOgd-dv=s
%fﬁ(ﬁ c c)w;-""’")

So the growth uf institutions is a good thing. But how can we

concurrently preserve that other very good thing--American individualism?

Dow c?n the absbails individual American ever expect to win an argument

Ve

] T - | - . \,
with xx*suﬁh distant experts ad the tax investigator and the welfare inye:
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investizator?
L am—dicsburbedTbecensy Democracy's dialogue--the dialogue between
B £ e
the people and their public officials--has become lopsided. The

mass media magnify the voice of the Government official, and television

\practically

puts his image iﬁ¥?4§§3ry Tiving room in the land. PBut where is the

| l-..:a-—"""‘"“""\

the fleddback? VWhere zndnhax--and how--can the individual citizen talk

\\rarg’/ \N‘i

back,| except as ;Zﬁipher in the public opinion polj\ and except as one

L]

voice| among millions on election day?
% think mhat these are very Iegitimate questions, and we

must try to find answers.
| I|

|
| B ; - ’
PFrhaps tpe time will come when we can use our inventive

technoiogy to émplify the voice of the people. Perhaps every voter
\fan E
=9 have a pocket @ voting machine...an electronic gadget with a

u
"Yes" button and a "No" button...allowing us to conduct instant
|

referendums on public issues.

Whether or not the time has come for that, the time has

iy

.1' f ,i( f f‘“ Y f:___:_._

indeed come for us to do .seweret other things to magnify the voice of

the individual:

|
4+
'

12
= rvig

(’Tﬁe time has come for us to establish community forums, where

people can speak on on the issues with a direct, active voice.
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reason why my supporters will conduct publi.c forums on public issues in

dozens lof communities across the nation in the next few months. I shall attend

every opne of these public forums. Then and there, I shall do my best to respond

to the q J«ast.it:’ns, the complaints and the ideas of the people. And I intend to

|

continue| these regular forums of the people if I am elected the President of

the Pcoplll'.le.

I\
'( Second, the time also has come for us to hire mediators to hear
|

| |
|
! .
individual ideas ancll complaints -- the kind of mediators whom the Swedes call

Ombudsmen.
|

Third, the time has come for us to revitalize and reform state consti-
tutions and city charters to build new and equitable tax structures and to create
regional or metropolitan political institutions that will give an even greaier voice
to the people. Much of this revitalization is already going on, but the drive fo;
it could be speeded by an extra push from that potentially great force for reform,

the university. | The time has come, as I have said many times for the university

to become more of a force for community action. The university must involve

itself -~ faculty and students -- in political action programs and social welfare

b )

— g bl - e v ™ ¥ Tty
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75 programs in the community beyond its gates.
JIlndicvc that Government can do much

.

to- liberate the human spirite--that indeed it already has done much.

For one thing, Government economic policy has helped to e =

——

make us ecanomlcallv liberated. Because most of us no longer have

s

to worry about finding enough money to nourish our bodies, we now
can invest more thought in the greater purvose of nourishing our

spirits. And to the critics who i charge that the spirt of

o

American entrepreneurship is being undermf ned by Government && guarantee

and insurance programs, let me point out that American individuals
last year started 206 thousand new business enterprises--more than

ever before.

Government legal policy has become so liberalized in Guestions

. ]

of censorship and private morality thatfyfor better or worse,

| .
individual men and women can exercise their eccentricities and occasional
|

flaun# their aberrations.
24,
rovernment education /policy has expanded learning to the poxqt

L e

P
where|51 per cent of America's college age men and women are\yérollec

in col “ 9! :
Learning llberates.y4iearn1ﬂﬂ enhances 1ndlmld“a115¢.ﬂ&
and rnmﬁr makes for a2 louder and more articulate exprn

o
(]

ssion 0 tl
I| .._—j
I A

}hullcw will.

-



Certainly we have more opportunity for individual expression

than any other major society 1in history...Including the ancient Greeks,

‘i
=.

to whom democracy meant rule biv the few, the elite“'1 LR Temo-Em
. .
If we yearn for a return to a simpler America, when legislators
held court over cracker barrels, let us also remember that in those
days, wonjen and Negroes could not vote...and—some—barons—0f=ifrdustd mm
Loosiad lbaletinoradoutimpuy=iitode-legislaliunesamanietiveyordit-
Todaﬁ the walls and ceilings are tumbling down, and that is s=ood.

‘

The cry that rises from the deprived residents of the ¢!ty slums seems

so shrill because it is so new. The long years of resigned silence
|
- | e - . + N s
have given way to a new confidence in individual expression, a new
feeling that something can be accomplished--and is beinz accomplished
~=Dby individual action.
I believe that there is hope for even greater individual

expression and greater individual action.

For every person who complains that he is just another 'iass

.
sfer AL s b

oo R . s " £ =h
nan, " lost in "the lonely crowd," there are one hundred other Wen-¥ao

f"-_-__ e ———
realize x‘thatﬁ-meee—ﬁhan—tvefj we have the freedom of choice~-and the

7 0
burden of choid/
/



| i
| |
Tar more than our forefather, we have to make decisions--aeflslons
! fl P .

|

I -4 [~
tha# once w?re made for us by circumstance or tradition or necessity.
| |

|
Eanlis forced to clicose=~to choose his career, his wife, his friends,

his holitical allegiang}%/and even the numSér-of children that he
will| have.

For every executive who grouses about bumper-to-bumper ponformity
in the corporate world, there are one hundred ot@er executives--and
their wives, and their children-~at work in private crusades in theér
home communities...on school boards,...on tovwn councisls...in social

action groups.\Jﬁzy give credence to the idea--an idea that I

fervently support and hope to expand--that individual actlion, that
|

€ Ak | Y
QmmaTd action can work.

T'or every student extremist who resorts to violence of “though't or

oy }._ LA {;‘;,1 2L

., ﬁ'
violence of deed, there are 00 other students ¥e at work in peaceful,

purposeful political action groups....working for change and progress

within our existing democratic system.

"I"e not conformed to the world," echoed Saint Paul. =ut.

non-conformity alone is no measure of individualism. Yo
1 s
. ; . N
rig1ALy conformist that tho ritualistic nnﬁ%fgnfor‘

man 1s more

ITrneind
iT1C L
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the man who automatically assails his Governﬂg@@, not because he is
|

: L "

"doing his own thing,"/but because "It is the thing to do. .

= : Gl ana, Vel (4

A Wl " ’M‘______,_._

he law of liberty holds that the individual mgﬁﬁxﬂ zxx the

master and the instituion the servant.

That seems self-evident to us...But let us never take it for

granted. For freedom must be won anew every day, and America must

i
re-%eclare her purposes every day.
|| America has entered an historic period...A new period afe . R

S

when|| we are redefining the\Qégial compact. We are redefidninowiig

a#d restructurturing the relationships between blacks and whites...

g

bewtaden Ehx*?ldmr and x&k® young...between old and young...between

S P ; . 4 o : .
| L/ b @A /" f// 14 / TAQ L LA i}'\.r‘.»‘i\)"" % -
the 1 dividuﬁl and the instit ions....

ey, LA
-
3 Y.
. ).‘1,.*'3,;, Ll ooy g
\

1 ) ’ __/ "{-,';‘ ‘:_ -.__.‘J
l ‘*--..f,f‘ 1‘/'—:':« _."" ranl R /

b & £
LI S w

I urge each of you to put yourself into“%hideebaué{..to become
|

I \ 3 \fJfJ.h‘ﬁwu,, o F

a disputant in democracyws drakr—ef”éhe continuing and peaceful

dialogPe.

|
My meassage to you is-—-sdwmsly this:

You have much more to contribute

to society...and to vour own

P —

individual free spfrits...by speaking up...by working for chansce and

.

progress within our existing insitutions...than by rejecting them

or defyinu thoam ar daamiag. ik

Reonpee it o O dale =
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el
If we are really individuals, letnys distinguish between
dissent and disorder....between non-conformity and nihilism... ke

between compromise and copping out.

. s
I call upon each of you to show a special genius--the genius

of being an individual. TFor only so long as America continues to

be a land of individuals--the land of individuals--can the people

reign,..And £xm freedom ring.

A
’:__;M
e e P P s g ————
IS == o -'_-__—--\—_"'ﬁ-._h_
I - o
[y,-- The bastion of individualism is conscience. And a person \\\
.

.) - - . - -
commencg/éo be an individual when he declares his conscience.

L P A" “J_,«

You have proved tads~declaration of conscience by declaring

; " . 5 /
to your country's service at this important hour. *

g T i e
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