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It 1s a proud thing to be an American.

It 1s the proudest thing of all to be an American standing
on the 4th day of July beside Independence Hall in Philadelphia.

A nation was born here conceived of belief.

That bellef was in freedom...and in the conviction that
government could be the ally, not the enemy, of individual
liberty...if only government derived its "just power from the
consent of the governed."

The Declaration of Independence was not only a manifesto
of new political philosophy. It was a working paper.

Woodrow Wilson said, speaking from this platform 54 years
ago today: "Liberty does not consist in mere general declarations
of the rights of man. It consists in the translation of those
declarations into definite action...if we would keep it alive,
we must f1ll 1t with a bill of particulars for the year 1914."

John Kennedy declared, speaking from this platform six
years ago today, our readiness for a Declaration of Interdependence -
a declaration of our readiness to join in an Atlantic Partnership
wilth the nations of Western Europe.

Today we must go beyond even that. We must g0 beyond
the Immediate needs of our own time. We must look beyond even
the bright vision, as John Kennedy saw it, of the 1960's.

We must declare our interdependence not only with the
nations of the Atlantic, but with the family of man. We
must set our vision not only for today, but for the goals we
may hope to achleve by 1976 -- the 200th anniversary of our

freedom.
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There can be no doubt that our commitment, as Americans,
and as free men, must be to man's liberation.

That 1liberation will only be achieved when all the nations
on the earth allow thelr citizens the free exercise of their
rights -- only exlisting as an idea 192 years ago.

The right to peace -- so that man may 1live with hope
free from the threat of those who would march to power.

The right to justice -- so that man may stand before his
peers and hls soclety on a truly Just and equal basis with his
neighbor.

The right to free expression -- so that man may speak
and be heard, desplte the decision and belief of any compact
majority.

The right to the search for knowledge -- so that no
man may remaln another's slave through the denial of skill
or education.

The right to public accountability -- so that man may
remain the master of the state, rather than the state become
the master of the man.

The right to meaningful work -- so that man may have a
decent wage and live with self-respect and dignity among his
fellow citizens.

The right to open opportunity -- so that man may 1ift
himself to the 1limit of his abllity, no matter what the color
of hils skin, the tenets of his religion -- or his so-called
soclal class.

The right to public compassion -- so that man may live with
the knowledge that his health, his well-being, his old age
and loneliness are the concern of his society.

The right to movement and free association -- so that
man may freely move and choose his associates without coercive
restraint.

The right to privacy -- so that man may be free of the

heavy hand of the watchers and listeners.
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The right to rest and recreation -- so that the necessity
of labor not be permitted to cripple human development.

These are rights we seek to make secure in our own
nation,

These are rights we seek to help establish for our brothers
in mankind.

These rights will not be achieved at home, or in the
world, without the exercise of consonant responsibility on
a scale equal to that of those who declared our independence.

For they are under continual challenge. And those who
would hold them must pay the price of responsibility.

The responsibility to participate -- lest critical
declslons and initiatives be left to those who would bend them
to their own use.

The responsibility to speak out -- lest silence in the
face of injustice be interpreted as its acceptance.

The responsibility of public service —- lest service be
to self rather than fellow man.

The responsibility to support the rule of law -- lest
the law of the Jjungle become the law of human behavior.

The responsibility to respect and defend the rights of
one's fellow man -- lest loss of liberty by one become loss
of liberty by all.

The rights of each man must by necessity be limited by
the rights of others, and by the Just demands of the general
welfare. Yet, within those limits, the possibilities of making
men truly free are today but barely touched.

¥ % * ¥

What are the particulars, in our own country, of the
purposes we enunciate?

They include tangible and immediate goals 1n America:

That people may be able to walk the streets or to advocate

thelr cause without fear of violence, crime, or assassination;
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That every American -- white, brown, black, red or yellow --
may recelve from his soclety the same high standard of education,

of training, and of opportunity from birth onward;

That every citizen in this land of plenty shall have
enough to eat, and the care of his health;

That all who want to work may work; and that all who
cannot work shall recelve an income sufficient to provide
self-respect;

That our people may dwell in decent open housing and in
neighborhoods filled not with strangers, but with neighbors.

That the business of Amerlican government shall be conducted
openly, and with the participation of a maximum number of
citizens;

What are the particulars in the wider world in which
we live?

That we shall make peace, above all other things, our
national purpose;

That we shall re-dedicate this nation to the work of
economic and social development in the poor nations;

That we shall persevere in negotiations for peace until
a Just and lasting settlement is achieved in Southeast Asia;

That we and the Soviet Union shall move promply, with

our full commitment, to reduction of offensive and defensive

—

weapons systems; e

That we shall set our vision even beyond this: To a

.

world-wlde reduction of arms and military expenditures -- so

—

that human and material resources may, in the future, be devoted

to the betterment of all peoples; T

That we shall make our allliances not merely forces for

defense, but 1lnstruments of active peaceful engagement;

That we shall support and strengthen the United Nations,
__-_-_"'-"--_

and repional and international organizations...and the peace-

keeping machinery within them;
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That we shall, once and for all, accept and ratify the
Human Riphts Conventions of the United Nation -- which still
lie unratified before the Senate;

For 1t 1s human rights, above all else, that should lie
at the heart of our concern.

¥ ¥ % ¥

The document signed here 192 years ago declared that the
inalienable rights we sought -- of 1life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness -- were the rights of that "humanity which is
above nations.”

Now, only eight years before our 200th birthday, I declare
this natlion's dedication to securing those rights not only
for ourselves, but for that humanity which is above nations.

Not by force.

Not by conquest.

Not by the use of power.

But by the force of our ideas...the conguest of the
inadequacies ana injustices within our own society...and by
the power of free men filled with confidence and hope for
the future.

I belleve that we as a people have not lost our way. I
believe our way has always been clear.

Tt was declared here on July U4, 1776.

Only the means have been contested.

Qur purposes then must remain:

the protection and enrichment of meaningful life;

the assurance of liberty;

the development of those conditions which permit man to
pursue the goal of happiness.

Our forefathers pledged their lives, fortune and sacred
honor to these ideals and purposes.

We, in our time, can do no less.
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If we -- living strong and prosperous in this blessed
land -- can call forth from within ourselves the faith and
passion which we know 1is there, I believe that history can
record that on July 4, 1976, the peaceful American revolution
found fulfillment in its own country...and stood once more

as a beacon of hope and promise throughout all the world.

###H#H#H
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FrROM: UNITED DEAQCRATS FUR HUWPHREIY

FOR RzZLZASE: PM"'S THURSDAY, JULY 4

VICZ PREZSIDENT HUMPAREY CALLS FUOR FULFILLMENT OF #an’ FREEDJIA

PAILADILPHIA, JULY 4-- VICZ PRESIVDENT HUSERT He HUGPHREY
DECLARZD IN A SPZECH AT INOZPENDENCE HALL THAT “OUR COMALTYENT, AS
AQERICANS, AND AS FREEZ MEN, wUST 8& U WAN'S LISERATION"

AS JNE STZP IN THAIS DIRECIION, THE VICE PRESIVENT URGED
“THAT W& SHALL, ONCZ AND FOUR ALL, ACCEPT AND RATIFY [HE HU-iAN RIaATS
CONVENTLINS OF [HZ UNITZ0 NATIUNS == WAICH STILL LIE UNRATIFIED SEFUR
THZ SENATZ. FOR IT IS AUdAN RIGMTS, AJ0OVE ALL ELSZ, THAT SHUULD Lie
AT THZ HZART UF OUR CONCERN" THREZE CONVENTIUNS ARE CURRENTLY SUlTLD
U IN TrZ SENATE FORZIGN RELATIUNS CUMGITTEE. AGERICA wUST GO SY0ND
JIrAN Fe KINNEDY'S "orIGHT VISION OF THE 1966'S" Avw dlS OZCLARATION,
SIX YZARS AGU Ul THE SAUE SPULs UF INTERUVEPENDENGE WITH WeSTERW
EUROPZ « ) ) -

Az #wUST DICLARL OUR LUTERDEPENDENCE NOT JuLY WITH Tde NATIu:S
OF Td= ATLANTIC, 3JT WITA I {L FAJALILY OF vidNe W2 8UST SET OuUr VISIon
NI UNLY FUR TOOAY, JUT FOR THZ GOALS 4 wAY HOPE TO ACHIEVE
3Y 1976 == TdZ 2447+ ANNIVERSARY OF OUR FREEVJM,"™ VICE PRESIOENT
AJardRZY SAID. , :

Az CIT=D THI RIGHTS AND RESPONSISILITIES WNEZCESSARY FUR ¢AN'S
LISZRATION AND LISTZIO AS 3PECIFIC GUALS ASRJALD == ' ’

"THAT 42 SHALL MAKE PZACE, ASUVE ALL OTHIR THINGS, OUR NATIUNAL
PURPISZ; :

“TAAl @ SHALL RZ-DEDICATE THIS NATIUN TU THE WUORK UF ECONOMIC
AND SOCIAL VZVELUPUENT IN THZ PUJIR NATIONS:

"THAT W= SHALL PERSZVIRE IN NEGOTIATIONS FOR PEACE UNTIL A JUST
AND LASTING SETTLIMENT IS ACHIEVED IN SUUTHEAST ASIA;

U"THAAT W2 AND Tde SOVIET UNION SHALL #OVE PROAPTLY WITH OUR FULL
JCOANITAINT, TO RZDUCTION OF UFFENSIVE AND DIFENSIVE WEAPUNS SYSTEMSS

"THAT W2 SHALL SET UUR VISIUN EVEN SZYOND THIS TU A WORLDAIDS
REDUJCTIUN OF ARMS AND MILITARY EAPZNDITURZS == 30 THAT HUsAN AND
MATERIAL RESOURCES 4AY IN THE FUTURS, 8 DEVUTED TO THE SETTERGSNT
OF ALL P£OPL=SS

"THAT W2 SAALL 9AKE OUR ALLLANCES NUT WAERELY FURCES FOR DEFENSE,
BUI INSTRUAENTS UF ACTIVE PEZACEFUL ENGAGEMENT: ' '

“THAT W2 SAALL SUPPURI AND STRZINGTHEN THE UNITED NATIUNSs AN
REGIONAL AND INTZRNATIUNAL ORGANIZATIONS, AND THE PZACE-KEEPING
;‘iACt{INENY rﬂI rHI.\‘ ng:’lo" - ’ )

THE VICZ PRZSIDEZWNT ALSO
SET FURTH AS "TANGISLE AND IMMEDIATE GUALS IN AM=RICA* =--

"THAT PZOPLZ MAY 89 ABLE TU WALK THE STREET UR AOVUCATE THEIR
CAUSZ WITHOUT FEAR OF VIOLENCE> CRIME, OR ASSASSINATION

"TAAT ZVERY AMZRICAN == WHITEZ, SROWN, SLACKs RED OR YELLOW =-
MAY RECZIVE FROM AIS SOCIETY TdZ SAME HIGA STANDARD OF EDUCATION; -
OF TRAINING, AND OF UPPURTUNITY FROA 3IRTH ONWARDS '

"THAT EVERY CITIZZN IN THIS LAND OF PLENTY SHALL HAVE ENOUGH
TV AT, AND TdE CARE OF HIS HAEALTH: )

"THAT ALL wHO WANT TO WORK WAY WORK3 AND THAT ALL #HO CANNUT
WORK 3AdALL RECIIVE AN INCUOME SUFFICIENT TO PROVIDE SZLF=RESPECT S

U"THAT UUR PEOPLE JAY DWELL IN UECENT UPEN HOUSING AnD IN
NZIGHEORAOUDS FILLZY NOT WITH STRANGERS, SUT WITH NEIGHSORS:

"TAAT THE BUSINEZSS OF AMERICAN GUVERWMENT SHALL 852 CONDUCTEZD
OPENLY> AND WITH THE PARTICIPATION OF A #AXIAUA NUMSER OF CITIZENS."
THZ VICE PRESIDENT CONCLUDED: “IF WE =-- LIVING STRUNG AND

PROSPEZROUS IN THIS SLESSZD LAND -- CAN CALL FORTH FRUW WIrdIn

UURSELVES THE FAITH AND PASSION WHICH We KaoW IS THEREs I gELIgvE

THAT AISTORY CAN RECURD [HAT ON JULY 4» 1976, THE PEACEFUL AdErRIcCAN

REVOLUTION FOUND FULFILLAENT IN ITS OWN COUNTRYs AND STUOD JNCE

VIORE AS A BEACON OF HUPE AND PROCISE THROUGHOUT ALL THE WURLD « "
-dHH - i
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It is a proud thing to be an American.

— [tis the proudest thing of all to be an American standing Aou
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on the 4th day of Jul I ndependence Hall in Philadelphia.

Z A nation was born here colttksetamisyuiE
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o"‘%‘t‘glief Wreedom ... and in the conviction that

government could be the a|l¥, not the e@» of individual liberty

w Oonlykévernment derived its "just power from the consent of
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the governed. "
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AThe Declaration of Independence was not only a manifesto

of new political philosophy. It was a working paper.

A Woodrow Wilson said, speaking from this platform 54 years
S ———

ago today: "Liberty does not consist in mere general declarations

of the rights of man. It consists in the translation of those

declarations into definite action ... if we would keep it alive, we

must fill it with a bill of particulars for the year 1914."

A John Kennedy declared, speaking from this platform six

years ago today, our readiness for a Declaration of | nterdependence --

a declaration of our readiness to join in an Atlantic Partnership with

the nations of Western Europe.

4 Today we must go beyond even that. We must go beyond the
immediate needs of our own time. We must look beyond even the

bright vision, as John Kennedy saw it, of the 1960's.
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Z We must declare our interdependence not only with the

nations of the Atlantic, but with the family of man.LWe must

set our vision not only for today, but for the goals we may hope

to achieve by 1976 -- the 200th anniversary of our freedom.

P

Z There can be no doubt that our commitment, as Americans,

and as free men, must be to man's Ilberatlon

—

Z That liberation will only be achieved when all the nations

on the earth allow their citizens the free exercise of their rlghts -

,only existing as an éeai 192 Tgears atﬁ m

M*\fln 4o The right to peace -- so that man may live e free
e ——

from the threat of those who would march to power,

The right to justice -- so that man may stand before his
———————
a
peers and his society on/ truly just and equal basis with his
p—————m

neighbor.
———,
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The right to free expression -- so that man may speak
et — ==

and be heard, despite the decision and belief of any compact
-

—— g =

majority.

—

The right to the search for knowledge -- so that no man

e = L LR e s S

may remain another's slave through the denial of skill or

education.
ﬂ
The right to public accountability -- so that man may remain

g e

the master of the state, rather than the state become the master
— — g

of the man.
T

The right to meaningful work -- so that man may have a

decent wage and live with self-respect and dignity among his fellow

_——“

citizens.
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A The right to open opportunity -- so that man may lift
himself to the limit of his ability, no matter what the color
of his skin, the tenets of his religion -- or his so-called social
class.
é The right to public compassion -- so that man may live
with the knowledge that his health, his well-being, his old age

and loneliness are the concern of his societyg,
——

The right to movement and free association -- so that man

may freely move and choose his associates without coercive
restraint.
Z The right to privacy -- so that man may be free of the heavy
#

hand of the watchers and listeners.

A The right to rest and recreation -- so that the necessity
# ———

of labor not be permitted to cripple human development.
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éThese are rights we seek to make secure in our own

nation.
R

A These are rights we seek to help establish for our brothers
in mankind.

—e

M These rights will not be achieved at home, or in the world,
without the exercise of consonant responsibility on a scale equal
to that of those who declared our independence.

e ey
Z For they are under continual challenge; And those who

i —————Ce—

would hold them must pay the price of responsibility.
— [ — = = = rTo e

LThe responsibility to participate -- lest critical decisions
e e TSR S SR U= TR _———
and initiatives be left to those who would bend them to their own

use.

A The responsibility to speak out -- lest silence in the face
e e T T Ty

of injustice be interpreted as its acceptance.
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ZThe responsibilitx of public service -- lest service be

to self rather than fellow man.

ZThe responsibility to support the rule of law -- lest the
law of the jungle become the law of human behavior.

K The responsibility to respect and defend the rights of
one's fellow man -- lest loss of liberty by one become loss of

[ ————

liberty by all.

LThe rights of each man must bx necessity be limited by
the rights of otherj, and by the just demands of the general
#

welfare. Yet, within those limits, the possibilities of making

men truly free are today but barely touched.
e —_—

= *® B

What are the particulars, in our own country, of the
—

purposes we enunciate?
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AThey include tangible and immediate goals in America:®

That people may be able to walk the streets or to advocate

— e e O

their cause without fear of violence, crime, or assassination;

g ]
2 That every American -- white, brown, black, red or yellow --

may receive from his society the same high standard of education,

_ﬂ

of training, and of opportunity from birth onward,;
=
[ That every citizen in this land of plenty shall have enough

to eat, and the care of his health;
ﬂ

Z That all who want to work may work; and that all who cannot

work shall receive an income sufficient to provide self-respect;

Bl B TR ST

Z That our people may dwell in decent open housing and in

neighborhoods filled not with strangers, but with neighbors.

T

Z That the business of American government shall be

conducted openly, and with the participation of a maximum number
ﬂ ﬂ

of citizens;
e
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@—&AWhat are the particulars in the wider world in which

we live?

Le
LThat we shall make peace, above all other things, our C‘L
ﬂ

national purposey

That we shall re-dedicate this nation to the work of
~

economic and social development in the poor nations:
ﬂ

2 That we shall persevere in negotiations for peace until

a just and lasting settlement is achieved in Southeast Asia;
P e s aia

That we and the Soviet Union shall move promptly, with

our full commitment, to reduction of offensive and defensive
weapons systems;
A For | believe that the nuclear non-proliferation treaty --

initiated last week -- and the pending discussions on offensive
SR T

and defensive weapons are our best chance for peace and reduction

of international tensions since the advent of the cold war,

e =TT .
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Z That we shall set our vision even beyond this: To a

-

world-wide reduction of arms and military expenditures --
B

so that human and material resources may, in the future, be

b I ——

devoted to the betterment of all peoples;

A For we now see before us the prospect of a possible /

end to the arms race.

=

T
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That we shall make our alliances not merely forces for
P

defense, but instruments of active peaceful engagement:
W e SR e SR e e e e e = T

Z That we shall support and strengthen the United Nations,

and regional and international organizations ... and the peace-

keeping machinery within them;

e e e TR

L That we shall, once and for all, accept and ratify the
Human Rights Conventions of the United Nation -- which still

‘el —_—

lie unratified before the Senate:

<For itis human rights, above all else, that should lie

at the heart of our concern.
P s S

2 %* i

A The document signed here 192 years ago declared that the

unalienable rights we sought -- of life, liberty and the pursuit

[ ]
of happiness -- were the rights of that "numanity which is
——— il

above nations. "
————— R



Now, only eight years before our 200th birthday, |

declare this nation's dedication to securing those rights

TR ——

A
not only for ourselves, but for"t‘lEt humanity which is

S —

above nations.

Not by force.

Not by conquest.

o ; il ai ieby .. and

[ = T

by the power of free men filled with confidence and hope for

——————— T8 _-—

the future.

-

[ | believe that we as a people have not lost our way. |

believe our way has always been clear.
——

[ It was declared here on July 4, [776.

Only the means have been contested.
“ - T
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Our purposes then must remain:
(the protection and enrichment of meaningful life;
L the assurance of liberty;
Lthe development of those conditions which permit man
to pursue the goal of happiness.

K Our forefathers pledged their lives, fortune and sacred

honor to these ideals and purposes.
—— =

_—
Z We, in our time, can do no less.

[If we -- living strong and prosperous in this blessed

-_—r————-coee s

land -- can call forth from within ourselves the faith and

passion which we know is there, | believe that history can
M
record that on July 4, 1976, the peaceful American revolution

found fulfillment in its own country ... and stood once more

as a beacon of hope and promise throughout all the world.

e i—————itsameml
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MAYOR TATE: Can I have your attention, please.

Ladies and gentlemen, I will ask you to bear
with me. I know you have been walting for some time io vis-
it with the Vice-President, but he does have a very heary
schedule. He does not eat much lunch, thank the Lord, but
rather than addressing you, I address His Excellency, Bishop
Graham, Reverend Blake, who gave the invocation before this
meal, and our good friend, our Congressman and City Chairman,
Congressman Green, and his colleague, Congressman Eilberg,
Congressman Nix, Congressman Byrne, Congressman Barrett, my
good friend, the President of City Councll, and the members
of the City Ccuncil, the members of the boards and commissions
who are here with their wives today, members of the judiciary,
in fact, representation from both sides of the aisle:

This is indeed a great 4th of July celebration
in Philadelphia.

As I said this morning, on a great holiday like
this we like to visit with each other as families in this in-
timate gathering as people, as families, and at the same time
rejoice because of what has been brought to us, because in a
very friendly and neighborly way our Vice-President, who is my
very good friend and the friend of all the big-city mayors,

like the friend of all American pecple, is here to visit with

us.



Before I ask him to respond to any remarks
that I might make, I would like to ask you to rise and toast
‘he President of the United States.

(Toast.)

MAYOR TATE: If you will remain standing, I
would like to propose & toast to the Vice-Pesdident of the
United States. The Vice-President.

(Toast.)

MAYOR TATE: Before I take my seat, I now would
like to present to the Vice-President, my good friend, the
traditional Philadelphia gift, the Colonial bowl.

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Beautiful.

MAYOR TATE: With my pleacure and very happy mem-
ories of this day.

(Applause.)

MAYOR TATE: Ladles and gentlemen, my good
friend, the Vice-President, Hubert H. Humphrey.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Just a minute. While
you are standing, since this is the time for the formalities
and for the respects that we like to pay to our distinguished
pecple, let me ask you to join in a toast to the Mayor of the

great City of Philadelphia and to Philadelphia itself. To the

Mayor and his city.



(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Mr. Mayor, Mr. Mayor
and Mrs. Tate, my good friends, Jim and Ann, reverend clergy,
and all the members of the Congress, the congressional dele-
gation that are here with us today, have already been identi-
fied as has your City Chairman, distingulished young Congress-
man, able and talented, Bill Green.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And other members of
your delegation each in their own way giving so much to their
state and our country and this city.

Bill Barrett.

(Applause.)

VICE~PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Jim Burns.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And to Bob Nix and
Josh Eilberg.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And the fine Con-
gressman that has come to us, well, not from the Philadelphia
environs, but the western part of the state, Joe Vigorito.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I did not have the

chance today to express publicly my good wishes and my thanks



to Mr. Goldman who chaired the ceremonles over at Independence
Hall. I know we are all indebted to him.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And to the President
of the City Council, Paul D'Ortona.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And 21l of the members
of this fine municipal county, municipel-county government,
representatives of state government and federal.

I told Mayor Tate that I felt that I had already
given the speech of the day as far as I was concerned and that
whatever I might say now I would like to have thought of and
interpreted as just some neighborly remarks from one who slways
is greeted so generously and warmly and kindly when I come to
this great city.

Philadelphia has a very special place in my
heart and it has had for years. It is no secret. It is well
known that I consider Mayor Tate as one of my close personal
friends and one of the finest municipal leaders in the United
States,

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And not only do I con-
sider him so, but his fellow municipal leaders and mayors have

also considered him so when they elected him as their President



et the League of Cities and as one of their leading officers
in the Conference of Mayors.

Now, Mayor, let me just reflect a moment on
this occasion. I realize that most of those that are gath-
ered here today are partisan friends of ours, and that makes
me very happy, to be sure.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: But I also realize
that there are others who are not of our party, and there are
those here who may very well just classify themselves as in-
dependents. I look upon you just as our citizens, as citizens
of this great country.

When our Miss Liberty Belle, Miss Lida Welyeczko,
was speaking there today, and I had been told and heard ex-
periences of how she has come to our country and how she has
made a wonderful life here in this country for herself, but
more lmportantly the great contribution that she has made to
our young people and to the citizenship of this country, I just
want to salute her agaln publicly for all that she has done for
our country.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Dear friends, it is
commonplace to say, but we do taske for granted much that we

have. That is, those of us that have much seem to take it for



Zranted.,

The promise of this country was not just in-
tended for the few. The promise of this country was intended
for everyone, for the many.

This business called democracy is not something
that is signed, sealed and delivered ready-packaged, pre-
fabricated. This thing called democracy is a work of gener-
ations. It is the fulfillment of the finest qualities of
soclal organization of human kind.

Winston Churchill once said, "Democracy is the
worst possible form of government except all others that have
ever been tried," and how right.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Sometimes we seem to
forget Jjust what our system, govermmental and soclal and eco-
nomic, meang to us. And I don't mean to get out here and just
beat the tom-toms even though, let me say, I am proud to just
plain call myself patriotic. I love to be patriotie about
this country. I don't think it makes you any less intellec-
tual. I don't think it mgkes you any less of a person of
independent Judgment.

Anyone who has studied the history of this coun-
try and what it stands for can not help but have a love of

country, a deep love of country which is indeed the fulfill-



ment and the meaning of patriotism.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I do not believe that
it in any way detracts from our desire to see change and prog-
ress 1f we salute those accomplishments which others have made
possible by their endeavors. As a matter of fact, it would be
downright ugly and selfish not tc reflect on what others have
done because while each generation must add its own measure to
freedom, to the cup of freedom, it would be wrong for each
generation not to remember that that cup that runneth over be-
came that way because others before us tried it and did their
Job.

This thing called democracy is just like a grow-
ing tree. It requires the rich nourishment of the love of peo-
ple for Institumtions that we call our free institutions, and
each year 1t grows and it is a little different. Each year
i1t sinks 1ts roots hopefully deeper into the nourishing soil
of good citizenship, and if it doesn'’t, then the tree shall
perish.

I did mention what Mr. Churchill said sbout
democracy for a reason. There are those that are very crit-
ical of some of the ways that we do things, and there ig no
doubt that when you put people to the task, just ordinary peo-

ple like we are, it does not always come out, the product



doesn't always come out shined and refined and with perfec-
tion. But I believe it is fair to say that there is nc one
who hag more wisdom in the long run than the accumulated,
aggregete wisdom of the entire people, and we have relied
upon the wisdom of the pecple and now we dip deeper into wiat
we call the fabric of our soclety,

We are trying to see that more and more people
come into the decision-making process of this country.

We are trying to see that those who have been
the left-outs -- and there have been plenty -- are brought in,
not only brought in on jobs and schools, but brought into the
participation that is so necessary for a vital democracy.

Many people have called this different names.
Some have called it a new democracy, a participatory democracy.

I just remind you a democracy is at best a be-
zinning toward a great fulfillment, and each year, each year,
each decade, each generation we make some contribution to that
fulfillment.

We have come a long ways. When I think of my
own limited experience, when I think that I stood in this city
just twenty years ago this month and asked my party to walk
out of the shadows of states rights into the bright sunshine
of human rights, and when I think that that precipitated a

erigis in my party, and yet today we stand now with a tre-



mendous body of public law, federal, state and locil, known as
eivil rights law, I say what wonders have happened &nd taken
place.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: When I think, ior
example, of what we are trying to do and slowly but surelw
getting done to upgrade the quality of educatlon 1in this ciun-
try so that those who were the vietims of separate but unequal
shall have a chance to be with all of their fellow Americain:,
with an equal chance and with the best of education. When I
think that we are moving in that direction I am encouraged.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: We are going to make
some great decisions very shortly, ladies and gentlemen. We
are going to have to decide whether this country is to be moved
forward or to be moved any way by the politics of fear and
despair which some people preach, and they often preach it
without regard to party or whether we are going to take our
stand and move forward with the politics of hope and inspira-
tion.

T happen to believe that the Declaration of
Independence which we honor today in this ceremony and did
earlier today was not the politics of fear and doubt, dis-

{1lusionment and despair, but rather 1t was the polities of
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a group of men who had a great dream, who had great hopes,
and above all had a sense of inspiration to get people to do
what is best.

A famed clergymsn once said, "... that in the
worst of times you are called upon to do the best of things."

0f course, the times are difficult. They have
always been thus. In my lifetime the bank failures that took
away everything, the Depression that destroyed jobs and in-
dustries, a war, World War II, that literally drenched the
world in blood, the unbelievable apprehension in the post-war
period of the movement of Communism like a tidal wave across
Europe, the war in Korea that sapped our strength once agaln,
and then these tense moments that we have lived through in
Berlin and in Cuba when the very fate of cur nation and the
very safety of our nation was challenged, and now up to Viet-
nam.

Ladies and gentlemen, when I hear people say
today that it is awful, that America is sick, and that it 1is
gone, that it has had its best days, I must say that those
people that say that are people of little falth and a very
poor sense of history. Think of what your country has gone
through from the Civil War, the most terrible war any people
ever fought. Brother against brother, family asgainst family,

incredible casualties and fatalities. From that dark day when
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we were trying to decide whether this nation or any nation so
conceived and so dedicated could long endure up to this very
moment. If I act like an optimist -- and I am -- it 1s be-
cause history, the history of this country is on my side and
your side. We have been able to do the impossible and we have
been able to do it time and time again.

There have always been the prophetes of doom.
There have alwasys been those that told us we couldn't meake 1it.
There have always been those that were able to gather the head-
lines with condemning what this country stood for.

I think it is about time we rallied around some
who really understand what this country stands for and have
faith in the future.

(Applause.)

VICE-~-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: I do thank you very
much. I know that you believe this way and I won't say our
work is done. I say it has only begun.

America is a young country, even though soon we
will celebrate its two-hundredth anniversary as a free people.
It is young in spirit. It is young in ideszls. It is young in
its hopes. It is young in its confidence. Those are the at-
tributes of youth.

I have seen some people very young in age who

have already lived their best lives. They are ready, really,
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for Geritol and Social Security.

(Laughter.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Age is not a time of
life. It is an attitude of mind and spirit, and that applies
to individuals as well as countries.

So, when I am asgked -- and I leave you with
this thought -- when I am asked what is it that we are trylig
to do which is yet undone, and even though it is undone it
does not mean that we can’t do it. It simply means that like
raising a family it takes time, like growing into adulthood.
You can®t hurry it. The procesees of life are there.

What 1s it we are trying to do? Well, we are
not trying to bulld two socleties separate and unequal. We
are trylng to do what you and I know that we are doing even
though it is difficult, even though it is costly, even though
at times it almost seems like a distant goal beyond our reach.
Nevertheless, it is what we are doing. We are building, build-
ing, my friends, not destroying. Bullding one nation, one
country.

Understanding fully that this country has its
roots deep 1n the spiritual premise of human dignity, of the
brotherhocod of man and the fatherhood of God, one nation under
God, indivisible, Not black or white, north or south, but one

nation under God, indivisible, with liberty, as I sald today,
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and justice for all, because if it isn't for all 1t is for no
one.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: So, my fellow Ameri-
cans, my fellow Americans, do not sell your country short. %o
not sell yourselves short. Be proud of your citizenship, prod
enough to want to respond to its every duty and its every call,
and let's make up our minds to tell this nation and its doubt-
ers and its critics, to tell this world with its doubters and
its critics of us, let's make it clear that our finest hour is
yet to come and we are unafraid. We are a people that are
brave and courageous, compassionate and good, and we will do
what needs to be done for ourselves and mankind.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And thank you very

much, too.

Reported by

Paul T. Buttery, Jr.
and
James T. Buttery
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MAYOR TATE: Chairman Goldman, Your Excel-
lency Bishop Grahem, Rabbi Charry, the members of the Con-
gress representing Philadelphia, and their guests, Pennsyl-
vania Senior Senator Joseph S. Clark, my good friend Ccuncil
President D'Ortons, and members of the City Councill, and mem-
bers of the judiciary, and members of the Senate and the
House in Pennsylvania, Philadelphians, Pennsylvaniesns, and
fellow Americans:

I am pleased as the Mayor of this city to wel-
come you conce again to these most outstanding ceremonies at
our own Independence Hall, the Statehouse in Philadelphia.

You know the 4th of July in America is a family
day, & day when friends visit each other to discuss the gues-
tions of the hour. This has been the tradition ever since
the founding of this country, and so today in Philadelphia in
the shadow of Independence Hall where freedom was first de-
clared we visit with one of America's outstanding statesmen
and (inaudible). He comes at a time of (inaudible) to express
perhaps confusion.

He comes at a time to the shrine of the nation'’s
liberty, and we as Americans welcome him to the bosoms of our
heart.

You know it has become commonplace nowadays to

describe the current period in our nation’s history with such



words as "turbulent,” "urgent," "challenging," and many other
rhetoric terms. Such words are surely appropriate to describe
the period of tension and uncertainty through which we are now
passing.

Yet, if we look through our history we find that
these identical words were used to describe another creative
great change in our nation's history, the period of the Ameri-
can Revolution.

Yes, when tnhe patriotic and courageous repre-
sentatives of the thirteen original colonies met here in the
Statehouse in 1776, they did so amidst much confusion. Most
of the colonists were discontented, not too far from the State-
house and battling for one reason or another, but no one seemed
to convert that confusion intoc a clear course of action.

The situation at that time called for a commit-
ment and total commitment. It was no simple commitment and
no easy declsion.

The men who drafted our Decleration of Inde-
pendence knew full well the gravity of their actions, but they
8till made their cholce. A decision for commitment and reso-
lution.

In today’s world can we do any less? In facing
up to the turbulence of our own times, can we hope to resolve

our vital praoblems without a total commitment?



Yes, our principal speaker today is a man who,
like those who drafted and adopted the Declaration of Inde-
pendence at this very spot, reflects total commitment for he
has committed himself so many yesrs ago and even today and to-
norrow, the commitment to the cause of human dignity and to
peace.

Yes, Hubert Horatio Humphrey is a life-long
liberal, one who was speaking out for social justice, for full
economic and educational opportunities a quarter century ago.
His gpirit -- 1t is really the spirit of our nation’s founding
fathers -- liberal yet conservative, proud yet humble, and
courageous with responsibilities. He is a statesman and a
great patriot for these times.

My fellow Americans, it is my pleasure as the
Mayor of this city and with a deep sense of pride to present
the Vice-President of these United States.

(Applause.)

VICE~-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Mayor Tate, Bishop
Graham, and Rabbl Charry, Senator Clark, Congressman Green,
and other members of Congress, the lovely lady, Miss Lida
Welyczko, Miss Liberty Belle, may I first of all, my dear
young lady, apologize to you for the untimely interruption
of your remarks. I know that this audience was particularly

pleased to have you here because of what you mean to our coun-



try and what this country means to you.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: Mr. Mayor, it is a
very proud thing to be an American, and it is the proudest
thing of all for me to be an American standing here on this
L4th day of July beside Independence Hell in Philadelphia.

A nation, yes, a great nation was born here,

a nation conceived in the belief that its freedom and in the
conviction that government would be the ally and not the ene-
ny of individual liberty, but only if that government de-
rived its just power from the consent of the governed.

The Deelaration of Independence was not only
a manifesto of new political philosophy in its time. It was
above all, my fellow Americans, a working paper, a bill of
perticulars.

Woodrow Wilson said, speaking from this plat-
form fifty-four years ago todmy, "Liberty does not consist in
mere general declarations of the rights of man., It consists
in the translation of those declarations into definite action,
and if we would keep it alive we must £111 it with a bill of
particulars for the year 1914."

John Kennedy declared, speaking from this plat-
form six years ago today in a memorable historic address, our

readiness as a free nation and free people for a declaration



not merely of independence but a declaration of interdepend-
ence, a declaration of our readiness to join in an Atlantic
partnership with the nations of western Europe, & dream that
is yet ours and a dream to be fulfilled.

But today we must even go beyond that. We must
go beyond the immediate needs of our time. We must look be-
yond even the bright vision as John Kennedy saw 1t of the
1960°s.

We must declare here as Wilson and Presildent
Kennedy did before, our interdependence not only with the na-
tions of the Atlantic, but indeed with the family of man be-
cause it was to the family of man that the Declaration of
Independence addressed 1tself. We must set our vision not
only for today but for the goals we may hope to achieve by
1976, the 200th anniversary of our freedom.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: There can be no doubt
that our commitment as Americens and as free men must be now
what it was in the beginning to man's liberation.

That liberation, however, will only be achleved
when all the nations on this earth allow their citizens the
free exercise of thelr rights as they have been so brilliant-
ly and so succinetly stated for us, those unalienable rights

of life and of liberty and the pursulit of happiness; rights



that 192 years ago were but an idea; rights that today must
be translated in terms of reference of our time.

There is first of all the right to peace so
that man may live free from the threat of those who would
march to power,

There ig the right to justice so that man may
atand before his peers and his society on a truly just and
equal basis with his neighbor.

There is the right, a2s we see today, to free
expression so that man may speak and be heard despite the de-
cislon and the belief of any compact majority.

The right to search relentlessly for knowledge
go that no man may remain another's slave through the denial
of skill or education.

That author of that declaration, Thomas
Jefferson, once sald, "Man can not be both ignorsnt and free."

How important, therefore, that the basic right
to the search for knowledge be maintained as the very center
of freedom.

There 1s then, too, the right'to public account-
ability so that man may remsin the master of the state rather
than the state to become the master of the man,

There is the right of meaningful work so that

man may have a decent wage and he may live with self-respect



and dignity among his fellow men.

There is the right to open opportunity so that
man may 1ift himself to the 1limit of his ability no matter
what the color of his skin, the tenets of his religion, or
his so-called class.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And, my fellow Ameri-
cans, there is the right to public compassion so that man may
live with the knowledge that his health, his wellbeing, his
o0ld age and loneliness are the concern of his soclety.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: The right to movement
and free assoclation so that man may freely move and choose
his assoclates wilthout coercive restraint.

The right to privsey so that man may be free of
the heavy hand of the watchers, the snoopers and the listen-
ers.,

Tre right to rest and recreation so that the
necessity of labor not be permitted to cripple human develop-
nent.

These are rights, these are the rights of the
20th century that we make and seek to make secure in our na-
tion.

These are rights that we seek to establish not



only for ourselves but for our brothers in mankind.

But these rights will not be achleved at home
nor even in the world without the exercise of consonant re-
sponsibility on a scale equal to that of those who declared
our independence for these rights are under continual chal-
lenge, and those who would hold them must pay the price of
responsibility.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And what are those
responsiblilities? The responsibility to participate lest
eritical decisions and initiatives be left to those who would
bend them to their own use.

The responsibility to speak out lest silence
in the face of injustice be interpreted as its acceptance.

The responsibility of public service lest ser-
vice be for self rather than for fellow man.

The responsibility to support the rule of law
lest the law of the jungle become the law of human behavior.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And the responsibility
to respect and defend the rights of one's fellow man lest the
loss of liberty by any one beccme the loss of liberty by all.

The rights of each man must by necessity, of
course, be limited by the rights of others, and by the Just



demands of the general welfare. Yet, within these limits,
the possibilities of making men truly free are today but bare-
1y touched.

Then, my fellow Americans, what are the par-
ticulars of the purposes that we enunciate now?

Well, they include tangible and immedlate goals
in America, the goals that the people of this city, the people
of any city, may be able to walk the streets or to advocate
their cause without fear of violence, crime, or assassination.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: That tangible and
immediate goal that every American, white, brown, black, red
or yellow, may receive from his society the same high standard
of education, of training, and of opportunity from birth on-
ward,

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: That every citizen in
this land of plenty shall have enough to eat and the care of
his health.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: That all who may want
to work and that all who can not work shall have income suf-
ficient to provide for human dignity and self-respect.

(Applause.)
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VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And that immediate
and tangible goal that our people may dwell in decent open
housing and in neighborhoods filled not with strangers, but
filled with the friendly spirit of good neilghbors.

(Applause.)

VICE~PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And that important
goal that the business of American government shall be con-
ducted openly, and with the participation of a maximum number
of our citizens from every walk of life and every ethnic and
economic group.

(Applause.)

VICE~-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And then what are the
particulars in the wider world in which we live, because man
today does not live by himself.

The first is that we shall seek and that we
shall make peace above &ll other things our national purpose.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And that we shall re-
dedicate this nation to the work of economic and soclal de-
velopment in the poorer nations, and that we shall persevere
relentlessly in the negotiations for a genuine peace until a
just and lasting settlement is achieved in that troubled and
war-torn southeast Asia.

(Applause.)
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VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And that we and the
Soviet Unlon shall move promptly with our full and total com-
mitment to the reduction of offensive and defensive weapon
systems for I belleve that a nuclear nonproliferation treaty
signed this last week, and the pending discussions on offen-
sive and defensive weapons are the best chance for peace and
the reduction of international tensions since the advent of
the Cold War and the end of World War II.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: But we shall set our
vision, we shall set our vislon even bayond this to a world-
wide reduction of arms and military expenditures so that hu-
man and material resources may in the future be devoted to the
betterment of all peoples for we now see before us for the
first time in a long time the prospect of a possible end to
the costly, deadly and dangerous arms race.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: And other particulars
in our modern manifesto to have freedom and interdependence
that we shall make our alliances not merely forces for de-
fense, but instruments of active peaceful engagement, and that
we shall support and strengthen the United Nations and regional
and international organizations and the peacekeeping machinery

within them,
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That we shall, once and for all, accept and
ratify the Human Rights Conventions of the United Nations
which still stand unratified before the United States Senate.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: For, my friends, it
is human rights, people's rights above all else that should
lie at the heart of our concern.

It was human rights, God-given rights, that
were at the heart of the concern of those who put thelr sig-
natures to our Declaration of Independence.

The documents signed here 192 years ago de-
clared that the inalienable rights that we sought of life,
of liberty and the pursuit of happiness were in the words of
the immortal document the rights of that humanity which is
above nations.

Now, only eight years before the 200th blrth-
day of this nation I declare this nation’s dedicatlion to
securing those rights not only for ourselves, but as the
declaration said for that humanity, that humanity, that hu-
manity of God Almighty which is above nations and above in-
stitutions of govermment.

(Applause.)

VICE-PRESIDENT HUMPHREY: How shall we do it?

Wot by force.
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Not by conquest.

But above all by the power of our ideas and the
power of free men filled with confidence and hope for the fu-
ture which thiz nation represents in its every belng.

I believe that we as a people have not lost our
way as so many would have you believe. I belleve that our way
has always been clear.

It was declared here on July 4th, 1776.

Only the means have been contested, and our pur-
poses then must remain the protection and the enrichment of
meaningful life which is what life means, the assurance of
liberty and the development of those conditions which permit
man to pursue the high goal of happiness.

Our forefathers pledged their lives, thelr for-
tunes, and above all their sacred honor to these ideals and
purposes.

We in our time as we approach the 200th anni-
versary of this great document in our independence can do no
jess. If we do we are unwoerthy of our heritage.

(Applause.)

VICE-FRESIDENT HUMPHREY: If then we living
strong and prosperous in this blessed land, and blessed 1t ls,
can call forth from within ourselves the faith and the passion
which we know is there, I believe that history can record that
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on July 4, 1976, the peaceful American revolution found ful-
fillment in its own land, in its own country, and stood once
more as a beacon of hope and promise throughout all the world.

I ask you to join me in those words of Woodrow
Wilson whom I quoted in the beginning of my message, words
that tell us what is the goal and what is the objective of
this republic.

Wilson, the scholar and the President, said
this, "My dresm is that America will come into the full light
of the day when all shall know that she puts human rights
above all other rights, and that her flag is the flag not on-
1y of America but of humanity."

What a high purpose, and one, may I say, of
which we can be worthy if we but reach for it, strive for it,
work for it and commit our lives, our fortunes, and our sacred
honor to i1ts achievement.

Thank you very much.

(Applause.)

Reported by

Paul T. Buttery, Jr.
and
James T. Buttery
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TRANSCRIPT

Remarks of the Vice President
Independence Day Speech
Philadelphia, Pa July 4, 1968

T_ S\"ewarT—

v}
Thank you very much. Just a minute while you're standingg’ Since

the
this is the time for/formalities and for the respects that we like
to
to pay/our distinguished people. Let me ask you to join in a toast

Philadelphia
to the Mayor of the great city of Philadelphia and to #@ mgxeakxmxkyx

itself. To the mayor and his city. Thank you, Mr. Mayor.

Mr. mayor, and Mrs. Tate, my good friend, Jim and Ann, the Rev,
Clergy, and all the members of the congress, the congressional delegation
that are here with us today; already been identified as your city
chaifman. Distinguished young congressman, able and talented, Bill
Green. And other. members of your delegation, each in their own way,

and
giving so much to their state,/to our country and to this city, to
Bill Bar;ett'and to Jim Burns, to Jimmy, and to Bob Nix and to Josh
Eilburg, and a fine congressman who has come to us from the western
part of the state, Joe Vigorito. I did not have the chance today to
chaired

express publicly my géod wishes and my thanks to Mr. Goldman who skxxzzd
the ceremonies at Independence Hall. I know we're all indebted to him.
And to the President of the City Council, Paul Datona, and all the

&
members of this fine, municipal/countyfy government; representatives

felt

of state government and federal. I told Mayor Tate that I khmuykk I
had
already given the speech of the day as far as I was concerned and that
whatever I might say now I would like to have interpreted as some

always

neighborly remarks from one who/has been greeted so generously and warmly

and kindly when I come to this great city. Philadelphia has a very
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special place in my heart and it has had for years. It is no
secret; it is well-known that I consider Mayor Tate as one of

my close personal friends and one of the finest municipal leaders

in the United States. And not only do I consider him so but his
have
fellow municipal leaders and mayors/also condidered him so when
as their
they elected him/President of The League of Cities and one of

the leading officers in thetgonference of mayors. Now, mayoxr let
me reflect for a moment on this occasion. I realize that most of
those who are gathered here today are partisan friends of ours and
thaévakes me very happy to be sure. But I also realize that‘there

are others who are not of our party and there are those here who may
just

very well classify themselves as independents. I look upon you/as our
an

citizens of this great country and when our liberty bells Miss Leda was

B

speaking kEx there today, and I've been told of her experiences, of how
she has come to our country, and how she has made a wonderful place in

this country for herself, but more importantly the great contribution
~our
that she has made to khz young people and the citizenship of this country,

I just want to salute her again publicly for all that she stands for and

all she mBE® means.
but

My dear friends, itEscommog_place to say and we do take axikmk for
o S

granted much that we have. That is, those ofus who have much seem to
take it for gxammdx granted. The promise of this country was not just
intended for the few. The promise of this country was intended for

everyone, for the many. This business called democracy is not something

that is signed, sealed and delivered, ready-packaged, pre-fabricated.
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This thing called democracy is the work of generations. It is
qualities

the fulfillment of the finest guakikky of social organizationx of
huamn kind. Winston’Churchill once said 'Democracy is the worst
possible form of government, except all others that have ever been
tried.' And how right. Sometimes we seem to forget just what our
system, governmental, social and economic means to us. And I don't
mean to get out here and just beat the tom toms. Even though let me
say I'm proud of just plain calling myself a patriot. I love to be
patriotic about this country. I don't think it makes you any less
intellectual. I don't think it makes you any less of a person of
independent judgment. Anyone who has studied the history of this
country and what it stands for cannot help but have a love of country
a deep love of country which is indeed the fulfillment and the meaning
of patriotism. And I do not believe in any way that it detracts from
our desire to see change and progress if we salute those accomplish ments
which others have mad? possible by their endeavors. As a matter of fact,
it would be downright ugly and selfish, not to respect what others have
done because while each generation must add its own measure to freedom,
to the cup of freedom, it would be wrong for each generation not to
remember that that cup that runneth over came that way because others
before us tried and did their job. This thing called democracy is like
a growing tree. It requires the rich nourishment of the love of people

for institutions that we call our free institutions. And each year it
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grows and its a little different; each year it sinks its roots

hopefully deeper into the nourishing soil of good citizenship

And if it doesn't, then the tree shall perish.And I did mention

what Mr. Churchill said about democracy for a reason. There are

those who are very criticalof some of the ways we do things and

there is no doubt that when you put people to the task, just or-

dinary people like we are, that the product ® does not always come

out shined and refined and with perfection But I believe it is

fair to say that there is no one that has more wisdom in the mmg long

run than the accumulated aggregate wisdom of the entire people.

We have relied upon the wisdom of the people. And now we dig deeper
We're trying

into what we & call the fabric of our society. HWs kxy to see that

more and more people come into the decision-making process of this

country. We're trying to see that those who have been the "left-outs"

and there have been plenty, are brought in. Not only brought in on

jobs and schools but brought to the participation that is so necessary

for a vital democracy. Many people have called this different names.

Some have called it a new democracy, a participatory democracy I

just remind you that democracy is at best a beginning towards a great

fulfillment and each year, each decade, each generation we make some

contribution to that fulfillment. We've come #iong ways. When I think

of my own limited experience; when I think @ that I stood in this city

just twenty years ago, this month and asked my party to walk out of

the shadows of states rights into the bright sunshine of human rights.
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And when I think that that precipitated a crisis in my party -

and yet y= today we stand now with a § tremendous body of public

law; federal, state'and local known as civil rights law I say

what wonders have happened and taken place. When I think for

slowly but

example of what we are trying to do, and/surely gettiing done

to upgrade the quality of education in this country so that those

who were the victims of separate but unequal shall have the chance

to be with all of their fellow Americans with an equal chance and
with the best of education. When I think that we're moving in that
direction, I'm encouraged. -

We're going to make some great decisions, very shortly,

ladies and gentlemen. We're going to have to decide whether this
country is to be moved forward or to be any way by the politics of
fear and despair which some people preach and they often preach it
without regard to party; or whether we're going to take our stand

and move forward with the politics of hope and inspiration I happen
to believe that the Declaration of Independence which we &% honor today

not
in this ceremony and did earlier today, was/the politics of fear and
doubt, disillusionment and despair, but rather it was the politics of
a group of men who had a great dream, who had great hopes,and above all
to

had a sense of inspiration to get people k& do what's best A famed
worst upon

—— -

clergyman once said that in the hmsk of times, you were called/to do

the best of things. Of course, the times are difficult, They have
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always been thus. 1In my lifetime, the bank failures,that took

away everything, the depression that destroyed jobs and industry.

A war, World War II that literally drenched the world in blood. The
unbelievable apprehension in the post war period. Of the movement
of communism like a tidal wave across Europe; the war in Korea that
sapped our strength once again; and then these tense moments that
we've lived thru in Berlin and in Cuba when the very fate ar@ of

our nation and the very safety of our nation was challenged. And
now up to Vietnam. Ladies and gentlemen, ,when I hear people say
today that that's awful, that America is sick, that it is gone,
thath its had its best days, I must say that those people who

say that are people of little faith and a very poor sense of
history. Think of what your country's gone thru from the civil

war ksxkhE - the most terrible war any people ever fought. Brother
against brother, family against family. Incredible casualties and
fatalities. From that dark day when we were trying to decide whether
this nation or any nation so conceived and so dedicated could long
endure up to this very moment. If I act like an optimist - and I am -
its because History - the history of this country is on my side and
your side. We have been able to do the impossible and we have been
able to do it time and time. There have always been the prophets of
‘doom. There have always been those to told us we couldn't make it.

- There have always been those who able to gather the headlines by

comdemning what this country stood for. I think its about time that
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we rallied around some who really understand what this country
stands for and has faith in its future . Thank you.

Well, I do thank you very much. I & know that you believe
this way. And I won't say that our work is done, it has only begun.
America is a young conntry, even though soon Qe will celebrate its
200th an;iversary as a free people - it is young in spirit, young
in xkx ideals, young in its hopes, young in its confidence.am& Thase
are the attributes of youth. 1I've seen some people who are very
young in age that have already lived their best days They're ready
really for Geritol and Soc. Security. No, age is not the time of life,
its the attitude of mind end spirit and that applies to individuals
és well as country. So when I am asked - and I leave you with this
thought - when I am asked 'what is it that we're trying to do? Which
is yet undone,and even though it is undone it does not mean that we
can't do it, it simply means that like raising a family - it takes
time, like growing into adulthood, you can't hurry it. The processes

i
of life are there. Wﬁat ﬁz it wexe we're trying to do? Well, we're
not trying to build two societies, separate and unequal. We're trying
to do what you and I know we are doing. Even though its difficult, even
though its costly , even though at times it seems like a distant goal
keyond our reach. Nevertheless, it is what we are doing. We are building,
destroying

bpilding my friends, not &eskxyimg - building one nation, one country,
understanding fully that that country has its roots deep in this spiritual
promise of human dignity, of the brotherhood of man and the fatherhood of
God. One nation, under God, indivisible, not black or white, north or

indivisible
south, but one nation under God/with liberty as I said today and justice
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for all because if it isn't for all, its for no one.

So, my fellow Americans do not sell your country short,
do not sell yourselves short, be proud of your citizenship,
proud enough to want to respond to its every duxty and its every
caxll and lets make up our minds to tell this nation, and its
doubters and kk its critics, to tell this world %m with its
doubters and its critics of us - lets make it clear that our
finest hour is yet to come and we are not afraid We are a people
who are brave and courageous and compassionate and good and we'll

do what needs to be done for ourselves and mankind .
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(lost part of transcript)
just power from the consent of the governed (lost part of transcript)
to join in an Atlantic partnership with the nations of Western
Europe -- a dream that is yet ours and a dream to be fulfilled.
But today we must even go beyond that. We must go beyond the
immediate needs of our time. We must look byond even the bright
vision as John Kennedy saw it of the 1960's. We must declare
here as Wilson and President Kennedy did before, our interdependence
not only with the nations of the Atlantic, but indeed with the family
of man (lost part of transcript)
that the Declaration of Independence addressed itself We must
set our vision not only for today, but for the goals that we
may hope to achieve by 1976, the 200th anniversary of our
inddpendence and freedom. There can be no doubt that our
commitment as Americans and as free men must be now what it was
in the beginning: To man's liberation. That liberation, however,
will only be achieved when all of the nations on this earth allow
their citizens the free exercise of their rights as they have been so
brilliantly and so succinctly stated for us, "those unalienable rights

of life
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. and of liberty and the pursuit of happiness -- rights that
192 years ago were put an idea -- rights that today must
be translated in terms of reference of our time. There is,
first of all, the right to peace, so that man may live free
from the threat of those who would march to power. There is
the right to justice, so that man may stand before his peers
and his society on a truly just and equal basis with his
neighbor. There is the right, as we see today, to free
expression, so that man may speak and may be heard, despite
the decision and the belief of any compact majority. The
right to search relentlessly for knowledge, so that no man may
remain aenother's slave through the denial of skill or of
education. That author of this Declaration, Thomas Jefferson,
once said man cannot be both ignorant and free. How important,
therefore, that the basic right to the search for knowledge
be maintained as the very center of freedom. There is then
too the right to public accountability, so that man may remain
the master of the state, rather than the states to become the
master of the man. And there is the right to meaningful work,
so that man may have a decent wage and he may live with self-
respect and dignity among his fellow men. And there is the
right to open opportunity, so that man may lift himself to
the limit of his ability, no mattér what the color of his skin,

the tenets of his religion, or his so-called class. There is
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the right -- and my fellow Americans -- there is the right to
public compassion, so that man may live with the knowledge that
his health, his.well—being, his old amd age and his loneliness
are the concern of his society. The right to movement and
free association so that man may freely move and choose his
associates without coercive restraint. And the right to privacy
so that man may be free of the heavy hand of the watchers, the
and
snoopers, /the listeners. And the right to rest and to recreation,
so that the necessity of labor not be permitted to cripple human
development. These are rights, these are the rights of the
twentieth century that we make and seek to make secure in our
own nation. These are rights that we seek to help establish,
not only for ourselves, but for our brothers in mankind. But
these rights will not be achieved at home, nor even in the world,
without the exercise of consonant responsibility and on a scale
of those who declared our independence. For these rights are
under continual challenge, and those who would hold them must
pay the price of responsibility. And what are those responsi-
bilities? The responsibility, first, to participate, lest
critical decisions and initiatives be left to those who would
out,
bend them to their own use. The responsibility to speak/ lest
silence in the face of injustice be interpreted as its

acceptance. The responsibility of public service, lest service

be for self rather than for fellow man. And the responsibility
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to support the rule of law, lest the law of the jungle become
the law of human behavior. And the responsibility to respect
and defend the rights of one's fellow man, lest the loss of
liberty by any one become the loss of literty by all. The
rights of each man must of necessity, of course, be limited
by the rights of others and by the just demands of the general
welfare. Yet within these limits the possibilities of making
today but
men truly free are/barely touched. Then, my fellow Americans,
that
what are the particmlars of the purposes wkxgk we enunciate
now. Well, they include tangible and immediate goals in
America -- the goals e§ that the people of this city, the
people of any city, may be able to walk the streets or to
advoaate their cause without fear of violence, crime or
assassination. That tangible and immediate goal that every
American -- white, brown, black, red or yellow -- may receive
from his society the same high standard of education, of training
and opportunity from birth onward. That every citizen in this
land of plenty shall have enough to eat and the care of his
. that
health. That all who may want to work, and/all who cannot
work shall have income sufficient to provide for human dignity
and self-respect. And that immediate and tangible goal that

our people may dwell in decent, open housing, and in neighborhoods

filled, not with strangers, but filled with the friendly spirit
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of good neighbors. And that important goal that the business
of Pmerican government shall be conducted openly and with the
participation of a maximum number of our citizens from every
walk of life and from every ethnic and economic group. And
then what are the particulars in the wider world in which we
live? Because man today does not live by himself. The first
is that we shall seek and that we shall make peace above all
other things our national purpose. And that we shall rededicate
this nation to the work of economic and social development in
the poor nations. And that we shall persevere relentlessly in
the negotiations for a genuine peace until a just and lasting
settlement is achieved in that troubled and war-torn Southeast
Asia. And that we and the Soviet Union shall move promptly with
our fﬁll and total commitment to the reduct.on kmxkhsx of
offensive and defensive weapons systems, for I believe that
the nuclear nonproliferation treaty, signed this last week, and
the pending disucssions on offensive and defensive weapons, are
the best chance for peace and the reduction of international
tensions since the advent khm of the cold war and the end of
World War II. But we shall set our visions, we shall set our
visions even beyond this, to a worldwide reduction of arms and
military expenditures so that human and material resources may
in the future be devoted to the betterment of all peoples, for

we now see before us, for the first time in a long time, the
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prospect of a possible end to the costly, deadly and dangerous
arms race. And other particulars in our modern manifesto &f
freedom and intérdependence, that we shall make our alliances
not merely forces for defense, but instrumants of active
peaceful engagement and that we shall support and strengthen
that great institution of interdependence, the United Nations,
and the regional and international organizations and the
peace-keeping machinery within them., That we shall once and

for all accept and ratify the Human Rights Convention of the
United Nations, which still stand unratified before the United
States Senate. For, my friends, it is human rights, people's
rights above all else that should lie at the heart of our
concern. It Was human rights, God-given rights, that were at
the heart of the concern of those who put their signatures to
our Declaration of Independence. The document signed here 192
years ago declared, that the unalienable rights that we sought,
of life, of liberty and the pursuit of happines were, in the
words of that immortal document, the rights that humanity (which
is above nations). Now only eight years before the 200th birthday
of this nation, I declare this nation's dedication to securing
those rights not only for ourselves but, as the Declaration said,
for that humanity, that humanity of God Almighty which is above

nations and above institutions of government. How shall we do it?
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Not by force. Not by conquest. But above all by the power of
our ideas and the power of free men, filled with confidence and
hope for the future which this nation représents in its every
being. I beliewe that we as a people have not lost our way as
some would have you believe. I believe that our way has always
been clear. It was declared here on July 4, 1776. Only the
means have been contested. And our purposes then must remain
the protection and the enrichment of meaningful life, which is
what life means, the assurance of liberty and the development
of those conditions which permit man to pursué the high goal of
happiness. Our forefathers pledged their lives, their fortune,
and above all their sacred honor to these ideals and purposes.
We in our time, as we approach the 200th anniversayy of this
great document and our independence, can do no less.xf If we

do we are unworthy of our heritage. If then we, living strong
and prosperous in this blessed land -- and blessed it is --

-

can call forth from within ourselves the faith and the passion
that

which we knowxs is there, I believe/history/can record that on

July 4, 1976, the peaceful American revolution found fulfillment

in its own land, in its own country, and stood once more as a

beacon of hope and promise throughout all the world. I ask you

to join me in those words of Woodrow Wilson,whom I quoted in
that

the beginning of my message, words whxzhk tell us what is the

goal and what is the objective of this Republic. Wilson, the
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scholar and the President, said this, "My dream is that America
will come into the full light of the day when all shall know
that she puts hﬁman rights above all other rights and that
her flag is the flag not only of America, but of humanity."
What a high purpose, and one, may I say, of which we can be
worthy if we but reach for it, strive for it, work for it and
commit our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor to its

achievement.
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Philade
July 4, 1968
We celebrate today more than a daring political move ... more
than a commitment to battle ... more than the birth of a nation.

Our Declaration of Indepeandence was all of that ... and more. It
++. a philoscpher's argument that became a patriot's

4 ideal which courage, osravery and wisdom made reality.

Tae ligat that glowed from Independence Hall in tae hot summer
= =1

»

has illuminated the pathwey to freedom for countless
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millions around the world.

And it all began when our courageous forebearers pledged each
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2ricans can recite more than a Jow lines
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for all the world

kty
O
H
5o
w
]
1
(s}
H
(¢
£
G
u:
o
()
[¢]
o
o
—
g
<]
=
[2 8
.
€
(]
o
—
£
o
=
H
/4]
o
<
(o)
)3

000 fresh mercenaries arming against them,
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A xight claimed for all men ... the most precious gift of

proclaimed before -- that happiness was a privilege accessible

o0 lae common man.
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Lacse words live on. They are burned in our consciousness ... a

simnple litany of political ethics, easy to recall.
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Sut the Declaration of Independence was not only -- not even
primarily -- the manifesto of a new political philosophs . It was a
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working paper for the ' urning issues of 1776 -~ what Woodrow Wilson
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rights of man. It consis
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s in the translation of those declarations into
deiinite action. .. I we would keep it alive, we must fill it with a bil

oi particulars for the year 1914, "

We can do no less than draw up our bill or particulars--our

What of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness in America
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45 3L Laie ... wiaen black infant mox tality in America is

heck) that for whites ... or when children in Appalachia

and Mississippi suffer irreparable brain damage due to protein

enselessly of bullet wounds,
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dirty air, unsafe factories and uncontrolled speed?
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Is it Liberty ... when millions of Americans are trapped by the
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iberty ... when citizens are foreclosed from direct
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impersonal forces of Poverty, ignorance and unemployment?
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And who can pursue ‘happiness when every working minute
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at ... Or wiaen a young person

is denied an education by inferior schools or second-rate teaching?

Who can believe in happiness when he doesn't believe even in
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almsell or in anything else?

Some among us may be outraged by this bill of particulars--

ndictment handed down by the
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But those of us who may lead America toward its 200th Anniversary
in 1976 must speak out on these crucial issues.

The jury of the American people ultimately will judge the

validity of tais indictment. And they will rightiully demand hard |

¥

vidence to refute these charges.
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This evidence can be thrown out of court only when the

{ollowing rights are secured for all:

ducation... I have proposed a New Education
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Policy for America -- one which provides free educational opportunity
for every child from the fourth year through college on a strict basis

of ability to learn =-- not ability to pay.

d legislative action now to establish
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‘ood stamp and commodity distribution programs in every county
where severe Problems of hunger exist. School lunches on a
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year-round basis must be provided every needy child as rapidly

he right to earn a living ... I have Proposed a zusFanteed job

icr evervyone able to work -- with private employers srovidine job
y 3 - I" o o

GPporiuaities to the fullest extend possible and with the government
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violence must be
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sharply reduced. The unrcgulated possession and use oi fircarms

and ammunition must be ended. The illegal drug traific must be

deriving their just powers irom the consent of the Government..."

Power resides in the people. Not in goverament. Not in ofiicers...

islatures..or judges.. or political parties..or corporations

or unions...or churches or social movements. ..but in the people.

This is the new politics. . .and it is as old as the Republic.

Bat rights can only be secured in a society where the people
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Free speech assumes a raiional dialogue ... and government
of the people, by the people demands it.

The arrogant certitude of extremists is no substitute for
th¥oughtful debate.

Conirontation is no substitute for discussion.

Incitement is no substitute for persuasion.

All too oiten in man's history the cheap currency of
demagoguery and fanaticism have driven out the sound currency
ol reason in human affairs.

Democré.cy can withstand wrong opinions sincerely expressed.
But it will not long wihstand the assault of calculated irrationality
ad immoderation -- call it fanaticism or demagoguery =-=- and

there is a strain of that in our political dialogue today.



Responsibility number two is consent -- consent to coopcerate .,
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consent to recognize the justly established will of the majority ...
consent to obey the law of the land.
The consent of the governed is more than the legal under-

&l

orce which makes democracy
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s all know who have lost an
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Consent is no small burden --
election ... or paid a tax .., or sent a son to war, Butitis

nothing less than the price of liberty.

Responsibility number three: participation.

Democracy assumes it -~ but the needs of our nation dem
The survival of democracy's community depends on evervone

sense of community--and the chance to play a meaningial

..E‘.Vlub G i

role in its decisions, .

¢
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Previously excluded because of race, poverty, geography or raodern

technology,

cities will be solveg only by the people who

- o

4lVe 1n taemm,

Your children will have decent schools only if you provide them.

3

Ur communities wwill % you make them safe.
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to direct the affairs of your community, nor snould it be.

The over-riding question beiore us now is whether in 1976
we will celebrate hypocracy ... or whether today we can accept
tiie stern consequences of democracy ... examine our course
with absolute honesty ... and move iorward.

Either freedom is forever imperiect, or else the people
are not iree.

What will it be like here in Philadelphia on July 4, 197067

iculars' of our commitment in 1968 will have a lot

ot

par
to do with the answer,

One thing is certain: blind devotion to the past is a luxury we

can
cannot afford. And it is a political indulgence we/hardly tolerate.
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We who have enjoyed the blessings of this land have too
much invested in things as they are to let them stay as they are.

We cannot return to this Hall and take pride in our past ...
if all we do is hail the past...

To do this would dishonor the past and deny the future.

eimember the ballad?
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“QOuxr country's strong ... our country's fyoung,

qreatest

And it's sxest songs are still unsung. .. !
o o (=]

A nation conceived in an endless search for periection

And a government attuned to change as the essense of

reedom, can_serve no better.
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