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Let• a talk politic• -- ami the purposes of politic:&: 1968. 

t hope you Californ.iau wo 1 t take exception to th.e fact 

that u thing• stand now aomeone from Minnesota ia going to 

repreaent the Democratic Par y come A guat -- next mo tb. 

But let• a g t thia clear: The politic a that coUDt in thia 

couatry are DOt the politics of gust. They are the leetio 

results in November. 

e don't ow who the oppoaition caDdidate will be. We 

do know that a leadin contender -- a CalU:orniaD by deaertion --

aJUlouncec.i yeaterday that he ia ~ p\lttln Ida "pdrn.ary emphasis 

on winning in November. " 

Well. be woo.• t win. nd tb reaaon he won't win ia 

because a united Democratic Party wUl cloae ranks in Aug at 

in support of a policy and a program that have made America a 

mighty nation-· and that atllllook to the future wholly UllContent 

with the put. 

I want to make it clear that 1 attach major stgllific:ance 

to the aaaurance that the Democratic candidate for e Preaide cy 

la selected in sue a manner that he iU 1 ad -- not connn.aa -- -

hie Party • . 
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1»-oad.eat involvement &ad p&J'tlcipatlon of the Party' • r&Dk 

and file. 

Ia t ia apb'lt: 

-- I have propoaecl that open hearinga oa the Party's 
. 

platform be held iu all aectloAa of the country prior to the 

con.ventioa. 

1 propoee furthel' that all elemeata of the Party be fully 

involved bt clraftiaa the platform plaDk• tbat ultimately mu•l be 

acted upota by the Natioaal Coave.aUon ltaelf. 

Aa a Democrat, I pled&• m:r••lf to aumrt the final . re­

sult •• W~teTel" my pel'80D.al oeillion, may be on &llfiiVell plaQk. 

-- I will preea vtaoroualy for tmplemeatatioa of the 

alalldards acl~~ed by the 1964 Natiow Convelltio relatlla.a to full 

particlpaUoa alld repreaeotatlon of all pel'aou in the selection of 

atate delep.Uoaa. 

-- 1 aup rt fully the aotion that persona who are caruiidatea 

for the Party' • nom.iaatioa aa Preaide t and Vice Preaident and who 

are delegate• to the Convelltio.a be permitted to addreaa the 

aaaemble delegatea. 

I p!edge today-- aa I have ia the P!!t -~my active aQd 

enthual&atic aunort of the Naticmal Coaveation' • ominee for 

P'l"eaidea• I take thia pledJe without. qu.allficatton. amendment, 

or condition. 
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•• mally, I state without f~U&lillc:atio that I do aot want the 

\ support of a aiagle delegate ho is perao Uy U~U:ollvinced aa to my 

allficatiou or ability to lead the Party la the geaeral electl a 

or to fulflU the oftice of Preaideat lf l am elected. 

My c:ommltmeat i8 meuured by rny coneel'n: to build a 

Democratic Party which is fully real)!)aalve to the aeeda aD.d 

demanu of all pe eons who call tbemaelvea Democ:l'ata, and 

more importantly, to buUd a Party which ia truly re•ponatve to the 

needs of the Atnericaa people. 

It is time for Democrat• --yea, for Americana-- to get 

out of the sbadowe of division and doubt and to walk with streDgth 

a d pul'poae ill the full euuhin of d.emoc:racy • 

•••••••••• 

The aext Prealdeat of the United States will face a 

period ia hi.atory -- a perlod Ia which aU the old premiaea • • • the 

old policiea • • • all the old way• of doiag thtnga are ill queatto 

He W face not oaly a a.ew world rnap --but a world coa .. 

taiDiDg do.. of couDtriea aacl mllllou of people bo have, uatU 

aow, almoat literally llve4 outalde hlatory. 

wUl face w t model' com wdcatioa and teclulology 

have wrought ·- a highly aeultlaed. •tn touch" ami impatient 
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famUy of people &Del natioaa wlto Ul 110 loag r accept the statue 
1 

qu0 when 1t meau huraaer ••• lnjuatice ••• lack of participation 

• • • aubjugatiOD of one rnu. by another. 

The next Preaidea.t wm collfreat DOth.ift& leaa thaa the need to 

re-examlae -- and to change. where aeceaaary -- our tiona! 

prlorltlea • • .. the allocation of our r-•ourcea • • • eve the atructusoe• 

and framework in which we coftduct the bualaeaa of thia cOUAtry. 

AU the doctrinaire argumenb about yeaterdaya -- r 

even rightful p.ride !a recent accompJlehrneata --will meaa very 

little agaiut tb cballenge of the next <lecade or tbe year lOOO • 

• • • • • • • 
W t ie a our new ageDda? 

clvW.ia of the community of the world -- aothiAg leas. It 

on't be truly civUiaed until aatiou. and people, stop building 

feDC:e• • • • atop atocktng weapou • • • atop •ettltag thek dlaputea 

by force. 

Thla meau endina at the earUeat effective moment the 

war in Viet Nam.. I know the price of the view that we have to 

have the ateadfaataeaa to eee the aesoUatlou in Parla all the 

way through. I Jmow the dlaagreementa among u about thia --

and that they are lrrecon;cilable. 
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It meau that in the world at large we have to slow dowa the 

arm• race. 

' e have to get to the table as aoon ae poaaible witb the 

Soviet Union to talk about mutual reduction of both of£eulve and 

-~. defenaive weapou. 

With our alliea, we need to talk to the Soviet Ullion aad 

her aUiea about a mutQl thin-out of troops in Central Europe. 

We need. to actively build bridge• to CornmUiliet Chiaa -­

to do our beat to break the Chinese people out of their UDhealthr 

isolation. 

We 1\ave to get down to the hard work-- right DOW with 

the Soviet Uaion_ and in the future, with Communlet Chlu --of 

reducing the teuiona that increaelngly take our reeourc:ea for 

the wrona things. 

Oaee Vietnam 1e over. tbe nation• of Southeast Aeia CaD 

get dOWil to the work of peaceful development, without regard to 

ideology. I th!Bk we should help. 

We muat set as a high priority the cloeiag of the pp 

between rich aad poor aattona -- a gap that ia growiaa larger 

every clay. and one that l bellen II tar more a tAl' eat to our 

ultimate security tbaa any other, with the possible exc eptlon of 

the ar~ race iteel£. 



.. . .. 

-7-

We c:&DJet on. too, with the work of buihliag better peace• 

tionll ao that the UDited State• will not lind ibelf &taBdiQg aloae u 

world pollc:etnaD. We do not have that role Dow. But it ia a 

dange~, uuleea iateraatioul machinery can be :'IJ'Uilt to help pi' event 
I , 

it. 

We must. here at home, com face to face with oureelvea 

.... with our ahorteominge, but aleo with our aa•et8. 

rteW aocfal morality -- a morality tMt wUl ao lon,gel' tolen.te 

racial dlecrimiDatiou in democracy • • • haqer in the midst of 

society. 

This meau the pla.cil'lg o£ Datioaal p:rioJ'ltiea and reaoarcea 

agaiaat the Pl*oblema that keep ordinuy people fro · Uvlag a 

&eer, more rewudiag exiatence. 

I reject the idea that we ha $o be two aatiou. black and 

white • • • or two nation•, aorth a •outh • • • or two aatlona ••• 

rich aa4 poor. 

No reepoulble peraoa wanta Qlat. 

There ia a v-..t, ef.lent group d. American• -· a majority 

ot m.aay tnilllona -- that wanta to make tbia couauy work • • • that 

waata aalety att4 equal rishta for everyone • • • that bear• no W 
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wUI aptut other .Americau. 

I thiJak UU. snent America-- an America •tlll uaarouaed 

-· caa be arou•ed. -
l mean to try • • • to buUd brldgea • • • to ahow fortuaate 

Amel'icaa• that rn&llf of the claim• of the pool' are legitimate 

••• a1ld to •bow them that they are not •hut off from the leadel'--
•hip of thla aatioa • • .. that the clemocJ'atlc •r•tem caa WOJ'k. -
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We C&ft bring both aeeurity e opportunity to the people of thia 

eountTy .... I\Ot one without the other, but both. 

There is no naaon in '-rtea -- lifJ.th unelllu&1ecl wealth aad agricultural 

producttvt~ •• for anyone to go hungry. It ia ialloral to allow aome 

chi14ren to wffer from malnutrition while others in •rica are concerned 

1 submit that the recoaaen4ationa of the President.•• Coidaduion on 

Civil Disorders are r:tsbt. and that the7 ahquld be cat:ried out. 

We ••t look to the full ~~eentng of civil rights. 

to work and earn. 

1 don tt believe that anyone wanta a we fare chec:k or a hand•out. 

I belieft people want the dignity and ~he aelf•re.apeet that COMa 

from an hoMat job. 

X beU.eve lt 1& ou.r: reeponaibilf.ty to help e.verycme who wanu a job 

to have. tlwt job. t think the private &ector ea.n come up with the jobs. 
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effort up with financing or aubaidy. 

We IIU8t provide the civil ria!¢ to a full edu~tion for every 

A.rica -- from age four through collep ..... and ~ civil driaht to grow uP 

in a dacent home !ffid nei&hborhood. 

We DUet,. once and for all,. deYote ouraelvea to the reinvtaoration 

and renewal of our urban environMnt tbrouah a ner lfarab.tll Plan for the 

An4 at cbe aame time we can help build a rural .America where people 

can and will be able to earn a living, and to live a utiafying life, 

rather than being thrown unprepared into the alien enviro~t of the urban 

alum. 

* • • 

ThOae are 'bia goala. 

in detel'llliAaU.on by federal, atate and lo"l aovernment • • • by the free 

il'l8t1tutlona of thia country ••• by every aingle person. 
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1 • laettiaa., penoaal futu1'e that the Aaed.can people are t:eacSy,. 

and v1111na. CO do tbta. 

lipt yean fraa now tbia country 11111 celebrate ita 200th bi.-thday. 

IJ then, tbt• nattcm c• 1ae tom • • • divided , • • withdrawing 

within ibelf •n4 froa the outatde wor14. 

Or tt caM open. 

It can be aafe. 

It can be ll'ee. 

It can be fillecS wttb o,_tuntty -· for evel'J atngle citi&en. 

1 thtuk we can do that. 1 think we can but lei that kind of countty. 

We c.e 4o it I tbolie of Q whO believe in political acti.on will 4aclicate 

ouraelv .. to it. 

'lbt• nation baa the reaoureea. 

Thia nation baa the powr to do whatever it needa to do. 
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